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Another  Illustration  of  Wyandottes. 

This  time  it  is  of  a  breeding  pen  owned  by  that 
well-known  breeder,  Mr.  W.  II.  Johnson,  Min- 
eral Ridge,  Ohio.  Mr.  Johnson  says  that  "Wyan- 
dottes are  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  bred 
them  to  be  the  best  fowl  for  all  purposes  known, 
surpassing  all  others  for  points  of  real  merit.  No 
■other  breed  of  fowls  ever  gained  public  favor  so 
rapidly  as  this  one.  To-day  they  are  not  the 
•coming  fowl  but  the  fowl  that  has  come,  and 


excel  all  others,  laying  through  the  coldest 
weather;  in  fact  as  all  the  year  layers  they  have 
no  equals,  surprising  all  who  have  bred  them  at 
the  amount  of  eggs  they  lay.  The  general  ap- 
pearance of  tliem  and  markings  of  plumage  may 
be  learned  from  illustration.  In  color  they  are 
black  and  white.  They  do  not  get  their  best 
plumage  until  after  they  moult.  They  have  clean 
yellow  legs  and  low  rose  combs.  Cocks  weigh 
about  %y,  pounds,  hens  6%,  cockerels  7%,  and 
pullets  b\i. 


gaged,  but  when  I  made  known  my  name  and 
Business  I  found  a  hearty  welcome  and  was  soon 
conducted  to  his  poultry  yards,  where  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  the  largest  number  of  good 
Wyandottes  I  have  ever  seen  together.  After 
looking  them  all  over  we  returned  to  the  house, 
where  I  was  invited  to  take  supper,  after  which 
we  spent  the  evening  in  comparing  notes  on 
Wyandottes.  I  found  Mr.  Johnson  a  true  fancier 
and  a  great  lover  of  his  favorite  breed,  seeing  to 
all  their  wants  personally.  The  next  morning 


BREEDING)  PEN  OF  WYANDOTTES  -Owned  by  W.  H.  Johnson,  Mineral  Ridge,  Ohio. 


come  to  stay.  For  table  purposes  they  excel 
all  others,  are  hardy,  easily  raised,  and  the 
chicks  reach  the  broiler  size  at  an  earlier  age, 
and  for  broilers  the  Wyandotte  just  fills  the  bill. 
They  grow  three  weeks  quicker  than  the  Ply- 
mouths,  and  fully  one  month  quicker  to  roasting 
size  than  the  Light  Brahma.  No  variety  will 
please  the  farmer  better.  Also  just  the  fowl  for 
the  fanciers.  Will  not  fly  over  a  four-foot  fence. 
The  hens  make  good  setters  and  mothers,  but 
.  are  not  so  persistently  broody  but  what  they  can 
be  easily  broken  up,  and  as  winter  layers  they 


Mr.  Johnson  breeds  nothing  but  Wyandottes, 
and  gives  them  his  special  attention.  To  show 
what  kind  of  a  breeder  he  is  we  give  the  words 
of  Mr.  Robert  Hailes,  in  the  Ohio  Poultry  Jour- 
nal, who  says :— Having  been  disappointed  so 
many  times  in  purchasing  Wyandottes  I  deter- 
mined to  visit  W.  H.  Johnson's  yards  and  see  if  I 
could  not  find  birds  to  suit  me  as  those  I  pur- 
chased from  others  proved  far  from  being  what 
I  wanted  in  a  Wyandotte.  I  arrived  at  Mineral 
Ridge  and  was  directed  to  Johnson's  Hardware 
Store  where  I  found  the  gentleman  busily  en- 


we  repaired  to  the  poultry  houses  and  after  Mr. 
Johnson  had  selected  out  a  few  of  his  favorites  I 
had  the  privilege  to  select  a  pen  for  a  very  fair 
price,  which  I  did,  and  can  truthfully  say  I  got 
some  very  fine  birds,  and  am  well  pleased  with 
my  trip  and  can  recommend  Mr.  Jolinson  to  the 
fraternity  as  a  fair  and  square  dealing  man,  with 
as  good  stock  as  the  country  affords.  He  is  always 
willing  to  show  them,  and  he  doesn't  tell  a  visi- 
tor that  they  are  fifteen  miles  in  the  country  and 
that  he  is  so  very  busy  that  he  can  not  spare  the 
time  to  go  with  you." 
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Poultry  Houses, 

We  have  considered  it  best  to  put  all  about 
Poultry  Houses  in  one  issue,  going  back  into  the 
past  and  reprinting  some  things  in  former  num- 
ber's, so  that  our  readers  can  have  them  all  to- 
gether. In  so  doing  we  reach  a  great  many  who 


and  7  feet  deep,  with  a  three-foot  passageway  at 
the  rear,j  making  the  house  10  feet  wide  and  40 
feet  long.  Each  apartment  has  room  for  100 
chicks,  a  brooder  be- 
ing- in  each :  and,  at 
the  present  time,  the 
house  contains  800 
chicks,  some  of  which 
are  ready  for  market. 


sand  ;  and,  though  voung  ladies,  and  no 
gentleman  on  the  place,  they  have  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  raising  the  chicks,  the  loss  being  exceed- 


FIG.  1. — A  HOUSE  FOR  TWENTY  FOWLS 

are  new  subscribers,  and  thus  we  benefit  those 
who  have  not  seen  former  issues. 

A  poultrv  house  should  be  warm  in  winter  and 
cool  in  summer  and  should  face  the  south,  in 
order  to  get  the  warm  rays  of  the  sun  in  winter. 
It  should  also  be  arranged  for  ventilation,  and 
should  be  so  constructed  as  to  permit  of  being 
easilv  cleaned.  Feeding  troughs  and  ar- 
rangements for  clean  water  should  be  pro- 
vided, and  as  many  little  difficulties  often 
arise  that  are  not'anticipated  at  the  time 
of  building  a  poultry  house,  the  breeder 
should  determine  on*  all  the  details  before 
beginning  operations. 

We  also  must  acknowledge  our  indebted- 
ness to  the  Farm  and  Garden,  Philadel- 
phia, from  whicli  we  take  the  following, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  is  one  of  the  best 
plans  presented.  It  is  a  house  for  twenty 
fowls. 

The  illustration  as  given  above,  shows  a 
house  10  feet  wide  and  10  feet  long,  with 

E rejection  in  front.  The  back  wall  is  6  ft. 
igh,  and  the  front  8  feet.  The  roost  is 
over  a  raised  nlatform.  which  catches  the 
droppings,  with  the  nests  under  the  plat- 
form. The  object  is  to  give  plenty  of  room 
on  the  ground.  Though  the  roof  will  be 
onlyl2  feet  wide,  yet  it  will  be  noticed  that 
the  projection, which  has  a  window  in  the  centre, 
allows4  feet  more,  making  the  floor  10x14  feet,  or 
140  square  feet.  A  small  window  is  higher  up.  to 
give  more  light,  while  the  door  is  at  the  end  next 
to  the  projection .  For  twenty  birds  there  should 
be  two  roosts  over  the  platform.  The  platform 


while  the  early  broods  have  already  been 
marketed.  Observe  that  this  house 
no  glass,  muslin  (oiled  with  boiled  linseed 
oil)  being  drawn  tightly  on  frames  and  used 
as  windows,  which  can  be  drawn  up  or 
down  at  will,  so  as  to  change  the  house  to  an 
open  shed  if  preferred.  It  has  been  demon- 


FIG.  12.— B.HAMLLL'S  POULTRY  HOUSE,  ST.  CATHARINES,  ONTARIO,  CAN. 

ingly  small.  Our  illustration  shows  not  onlv  their- 
brooder  house,  but  it  gives  us  an  opportunity  to--- 
inform  our  readers  what  can  be  done  by  two  de- 
termined, refined,  and  excellent  young  ladies. 
Their  example  should  be  followed  bv  others.  It 
should  be  mentioned  that  the  yard  lia.s  been  re- 
moved in  the  cut,  in  order  to  show  the  house. 

We  follow  with  a  cheap  poultrv  house,  (Fig.  3)  i 
cheap  because  no  shingles  are  necessarv,  the- 
sides  being  the  roof.  The  advantages-  are  that 
but  very  little  studding  is  required.  It  may  be- 
made  one  foot  high  on  the  sides,  ten  feet  wide, 
twenty  feet  long  and  ten  feet  high.  This  will 
give  two  compartments,  and  two  yards,  with  a 
door  at  each  end.  Each  compartment  may  ac- 
I  commodate  25  hens,  the  nests  and  roosts  being 
ua&  i  arranged  around  the  sides  and  ends,  with  the- 
roosts  above  a  board  resting  on  the  nests.  While 
not  possessing,  perhaps,  as  manv  advantages  as 
some  poultry  houses,  yet,  considering  the  ease 
and  low  cost  with  which  it  may  be  constructed, 
it  is  worthy  of  a  place  among  our  designs.  If 


FIG.  2. — THE  HOUSE  THAT  DOES  THE  WORK. 


V  V 

FIG.  3. — A  CHEAP  POULTRY  HOUSE. 

should  be  two  feet  wide  (if  one  roost),  or  three 
wide  if  two  roosts.  Observe  that  in  front  is  a 
hinged  door,  which  may  be  raised  up  during  the 
day,  or  let  down  at  night,  which  not  only  allows 
plenty  of  ventilation  during  the  day  "but  also 
more  covered  space  when  raised  up,  as  well  as 


strated  by  these  ladies  that,  as  muslin  does  not  1  brooders  be  placed  in  the  centre,  such  a  house  ■ 
radiate  the  heat  as  rapidly  as  glass,  it  is  much  i  will  give  covered  yards  for  the  chicks, 
better  for  the  purpose,  and  also  cheaper.  The  i    Fig  4  is  very  similar  to  Fig  3,  and  is  a  single 
house  is  always  dry  and  warm,  the  brooders  be-  house,  while  the  other  (Fig.  3)  is  for  two  flocks, 
ing  heated  by  lamps,  which  are  operated  from  |  Fig.  4  is  10  ft.  square,  and  eight  ft.high  from  the 

ground  to  the  peak.  The  lower  part  is  one- 
foot  high,  the  roof  and  sides  being  combin- 
ed. At  one  end  is  a  door,  and  a  large  win- 
dow faces  the  South.  It  was  used  especially 
for  a  brooder  containing  little  chicks,  and 
the  loss  among  them  was  very  trifling. 

We  give  some  excellent  des'igns  for  small', 
coops  for  hens  carrying  chicks.  It  will  be 
noticed  thatthe  first  has  a  window  to  admit 
sunlight  into  the  sheltered  portion,  while 
the  small  yard  is  made  close  enough  to 
prevent  depredations  from  cats,  hawks.etc. 
Both  the  coop  and  yard  can  be  easily  re- 
moved to  any  place  desired,  and  the  whole - 
is  a  combination  of  warmth,  ventilation, 


FIG.  5. — COOP  FOR  CHICKS. 


FIG.  4.— A  GOOD  HOUSE. 

serving  for  a  shady  resort  in  summer.  The  roof 
may  be  of  tarred  paper,  while  the  inside  may  be 
nned  with  sheathing  paper. 

.The  "  house  that  does  the  work,"  also  from  the 
Farm  and  Garden  (Fig.  2)  illustrates  a  large 
brooder  house,  owned  by  Misses  William  & 
Molyneaux,  Hammonton.  N.  J.,  and  has  eight 
•partments.  each  apartment  being  5  feet  wide 


the  passage- 
way. Although 
this  house  is 
only  40  ft.  long, 
and  the  ladies 
have  onlv  a 
town  lot,  they 
have  already 
hatched  more 
than  one  thou- 
sand chicks, 
with  others 
now  due  to 
hatch.  The 
chicks  now  in 
the  house  will 
be  sent  to  mar- 


«  feet 

FIG.  13— CROSS  SECTION  OF  MR.  H'S  POULTRY  HOUSE. 


ket  to  make  room  for  the  younger  broods. 
They  expect  to  market  nearly  three  thou- 


FIG.6. 


FOUNTAIN. 


FIG.  10. 


FIG.  11. 


freedom  and  safety. 

We  also  show  a  few  designs  from  the  American 
Agriculturist,  by  Mr.  J.f).  Woodhull.  In  Fig. 6, 
a  frame  is  made'of  2x4  inch  light  stuff  for  rafters, 
spreading  two  and  a  half  feet  at  the  bottom. 
The  ends  and  rear  are  boarded,  and  the  front 
has  a  foot-wide  board  at  the  lop.  with  slats  two- 
and  a  half  feet  long  covering  the  lower  one  and 
a  half  foot.  The  slatted  side  is  turned  toward 
the  sun,  but  from  it  in  very  warm  or  hot  weather. 
We  add  sketches  made  from  a  variety  of  other 
forms  which  we  have  seen  at  various  times  in 
different  places.  Fig.  7  consists  of  boards  two- 
feet  wide  running  a  little  over  two  similar  boards 
on  the  other  side  to  shed  rain.  The  rear  is 
boarded,  and  the  front  also  about  one-third  the- 
way  down;  the  rest  has  lath  nailed  across  at 
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proper  distances.  A  narrow  cleat  across  the 
bottom  and  top  holds  each  pair  of  side  boards 
together.  They  should  fit  closely,  or  be  tongued 
and  grooved  or  battened  to  shed  water.  This  is 
preferable  to  Fig.  6,  as  rains  will  drive  in  less.  It 
is  quickly  cut  and  nailed  together  without  any 
frame.  The  engravings  show  different  methods 
of  closing  and  slatting  the  fronts.  Fig.  11  is  sim- 
ilar to  Fig.  7,  but  is  boarded  at  the  lower  front 
corners,  and  a  hinged  cover,  shown  turned  up,  is 


and  it  has  two  yards,  one  of  which 
is  to  be  seeded  down,  while  the 
fowls  are  feeding  in  the  other  one. 
Movable  benches  with  zinc  bottom 
in  the  roosting  room.  The  nests 
are  all  made  so  they  can  be  taken 
apart  in  sections  if  desired. 

Hard  gravel  floor  in  the  feed 
room  Inside  partitions  are  sheath- 
ed up  2  ft.  8  in.,  and  thin  wire  net- 


FIG.  14.— POULTRY  HOUSE  BY  MR.  CHAS.  H.  COLBURN,  MANCHESTER,  N.  H. 

let  down  during  very  cold  nights  and  in  storms.  I  ting  or  lattice  work  above.  The 
Thehinges  may  be  bits  of  leather.  The  sizd  in  I  window  on  the  roof  throws  light  in 


all  these  forms  will  depend  upon  the  breed  or 
size  of  the  hen  and  room  required.  When  skunks 
are  troublesome,  a  bottom  board  will  be  needed, 
and  strong  slats.  For  ordinary  use  common  lath 
will  answer.  An  hour's  work  will  make  almost 
any  of  these  forms. 

Mr.  Hamill,  St.  Catharines,  Can.,  in  describ- 
ing his  poultry  house,  says:  "I  have  given  de- 
scription for  one  pen— more  can  be  added  if 
necesssary.  Size  of  house,  6x12,  with  hot-house 
sash  in  roof.  It 
gives  more  room 
and  is  warmer. 
It  is  lined  with 
tarred  paper,  the 
cross  sections 
are  boarded  up 
two  feet,and  lath 
the  remainder, 
between  the  in- 
side pens  orlly. 

Fountain  G 
hangs  on  H, 
screwed  fast  at 
E,  one  foot  above 
the  floor.  I  is  a 
dish  which  sits 
inside  of  (i , 
whichh  gives  an 
easy  opportunity 

of  cleaning  it  out.  . 

A.  in  cross  sections,  is  pen,  3x3,  for  the  mova- 
ble fronts  and  partitions  for  odd  birds,  lath  in 
front  and  boarded  between. 

B,  roosting  department,  4x6,  with  movable 
window  in  front  for  cold  weather  roosts,  and  2x4 
movable  sitting  in  notches. 

C  C,  nests  sliding  under  the  roosting  floor,  on 
a  frame  nailed  to  the  same. 

Cost  $21.66  and  will  accommodate  twelve  hens 
and  cock. 

D,  Door  boarded  up.  2  ft,  lath  remainder. 

E,  Strip  2x4  for  fountain  to  hang  on. 
F  F  F,  Lath. 

ESTIMATE. 

223  feet,  %  dressed  cm  one  side  §  4.5fi 

64    "    2x4   1.23 

50   "    shingles   1.44 

1  bunch  lath  15 

Glass   1.25 

36  yds.  paper  48 

•    Labor   12.00 

Extras  50 

;J21 . 66 


the  roosting  room.  This  same  pen 
can  be  used  for  three  kinds  of  fowls 
if  desired  by  changing  the  inside 
partitions.  This  pen  will  accom- 
modate fifty  fowls.  This  building 
can  be  built  here  for  $45.00.  Some 
places  it  will  cost  a  trifle  more,  and  in  others  it 
might  be  built  for  $35, 


FIG.  18.— POULTRY  HOUSE  DESIGNED  BY  MR.  P.  R.  RICHAUDS,".- 
GALESBURG,  ILL. 

planed  on  the  inside.  These  are  covered  with 
building  paper  and  shingled,  making  the  build- 


FIG. 


schedule  of  timber.— 2  sills  32  feet  long,  4x4,  i  ing  very  comfortable  for  fowls  in  cold  weather. 
89  ft.  4  in. ;  2  sills  17  feet  long,  4x4,  45  ft.  4  in. ;  2  sills  Figure  1  represents  an  exterior  view  of  the 

house.  The  ventilators  are  on  the 
north  side,  near  the  roof. 

Figure  2  (of  Fig.  17),  represents  the 
ground  plan.  DDDDD  are  doors, 
W  WW  W  WW  WW  are  windows,  E 
E  E  E  egress  for  hens. 

Fig.  3  shows  part  of  the  interior  of 
the  pen  showing  how  the  roost,  nests 
and  feed  trough  are  arranged.  The 
feed  is  placed  in  a  trough  in  the  pas- 
sage way  where  the  hens  cannot  tram- 
ple on  it.  The  droppings  and  eggs  are 
removed  by  letting  down  boards 
which  are  on  hinges.    So  it  will  be 
seen  the  owner  can  feed  and  water 
his  flocks,  scrape  off  the  manure,  and 
gather  the  eggs  without  going  inside 
the  breeding  pens.    A  hen  will  sit 
much  better  if  allowed  to  occupy  the 
nest  in  which  she  has  laid  her  eggs. 
By  stopping  up  the  hole  in  the  south  side  of  the 
nest  and  letting  down  the  board  in  the  passage 
way.the  sitter  can 
occupy  the  nest  of 
her  choice  undis- 
turbed. 

The  estimated 
cost  of  material  f  or 
such  a  house  is  as- 
follows : 

15  foundation  posts, 
@7  cents.  SI. 05:Sills, . 
4x5, 134  feet  @  $15  M, . 
$2.00:  Floor  joist,. 
2x4,  74  feet  @,  $15  M, . 
SI.  11;  Frame  joist,, 
2x3.  175  feet®  $15  M, 
$2 . 62 ; Boards  for  cov- 
ering, 800  feet  @  $14, 
S11.20;  Boards  for 
loor  and  inside,  50O> 


15. — GROUND  PLAN  OF  MR.  COLBURN'S  POULTRY  HOUSE. 

12  feet  long,  4x4,  32  ft.  4  in. ;  3  pieces  9  feet  long,  2x4, 
48  feet:  3  pieces  8  feet  long,  2x4,  16  feet;  4  pieces  6  feet 
long,  2x4,  16  feet;  6  pieces  4  feet  long,  2x4,  16  feet;  16 


FIG.  16.— MR.  J.  A.  WILSON'S  POULTRY  HOUSE. 
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FIG.  17. — GROUND  PLAN  AND  INTERIOR  OF  MR.  WILSON'S  HOUSE 

Fig.  14  is  the  plan  of  a  building  sent  us  by  Mr.  ing,  hence  each  apartment  is  7HxS 
Charles  H.  Colburn,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  with  - 
the  ground  plan.  Mr.  Colburn  thus  describes  it : 
—This  pen  is  designed  for  one  variety  of  fowls, 


pieces,  10  feet  long,  2x4,  106  feet  8  in. ;  18  pieces  14  feet 
long,  2x4,  186  feet.   Total,  537  ft.  5  in. 

Cost  of  Poultry  House. — 537  feet  of  timber  @ 
$11.00  per  M,  $  6.00;  900  feet  of  boards,  11.00;  100  clap- 
boards, 1.70;  Z%  M  shingles, 
8.00;  Labor,  nails, etc. ,10.00; 
Sash,  glass  and  frames,  7.00; 
Zinc,  2.00.  Total,  $45.00. 

From  Mr.  J.  A.  Wilson, 
of  Amesbury,  Mass.,  we 
received  a  plan  of  an  ex- 
tended building,and  in  his 
description  says:  I  send 
you    plans,  description 
and  estimated 
cost  of  a  poul- 
try house  capa- 
ble of  accom- 
modating forty 
hens  and  four 
cockerels.  It 
is  what  might 
be  called  a  fan- 
cier'  s  and 
breeder's 
house,  being 
divided  into 
four  different 
apartments, 
each    one  of 
which  will  ac- 
commodate ten 
hens  and  one 
cockerel.  The 
building  is  10 
and  30  feet  long.  A  pas- 
sage.on  the  north  side  is  2 
feet  wide,  and  extends  the 
entire  length  of  the  build- 
tment  is  7^x8.  The  posts 
on  the  north  side  are  8  feet,  those  on  the  south 
side  4  feet.  The  sills  are  spruce,  4x5.  The  frame 
is  spruce  2x3,  covered  with  hemlock  boards 


feet®  $14,  $7.00;  250  feet  wire  netting  @  1  cent,  $2.50;. 
100  pounds  building  paper  (3>.  1'.,  cents,  $1.50;  5  St' 
shingles  @  $3,  $15.00;  8  small  windows  (S>  $1,  $8.00; 
Nails,  hinges  and  sundries,  $3.02.  Total,  $55.00. 

Mi\P.B.Richards,Galesburg,Ill.,whosentushis 
plans,  says  there  are  differences  of  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  requisite  space  for  each  fowl  in  a  flock 
when  closely  confined,  The  Poultry  Keeper 
stating  in  one  number  that  three  feet,  when 
perfect  cleanliness  was  adhered  to,  was  suffi- 
cient. According  to  this,  a  building  6x10  feet 
would  be  large  enough  for  twenty  fowls,  to  this, 
with  due  deference,  we  can  hardly  agree;  not. 


feet  wide 


fig.  19.— a  brooder  house. 
that  they  cannot  be  successfully  kept  therein,, 
but  for  the  reason  that  the  majority  of  poultry 
raisers  are  fallible,  and  the  care  and  cleanliness- 
required  would  be  excessive  and  therefore  ne- 
glected. That  twenty  hens  are  too  many  for  one- 
cock,  and  that  where  two  cocks  are  confined  to- 
gether disaster  is  the  result,  almost  all  will  con- 
cede, therefore  our  house  must  be  divided! 
— divided  that  it  may  stand,  not  fall. 
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125  ft..  2x4,  $1.25;  240  ft.,  2x2,  $1.25;  325  sq.  ft.  3-ply 
roofing,  with  nails  and  cement  for  two  coats,  56.00; 
325  sq.  ft  tar  paper,  §1.00: 110  ft.  roof  boards, 50  cents; 
Lumber  for  door  ('flooring),  54  cents;  Lath,  35  cents; 
60  ft.  glass  @  5c,  §3.00:  Lumber  for  sash,  50  cents; 
Nails  and  wire  cloth,  25  cents.   Total,  $14.64. 

A  house  made  as  illustrated  herewith,  size  lOx 
10,  with  40  square  feet  of  light,  will  cost,  as  per 
hill  made  out  at  lumber-yard  to-day,  $11.25,  and 
counting  out  the  entry  will  furnish  ninety  feet  of 
room,  or  four  and  one-half  feet  for  each  fowl. 
But  as  we  may  want  it  larger,  "on  a  pinch,"  we 
will  make  it  10x14.  with  60  feet  of  light,  costing 
$14.64,  as  per  the  above  bill,  made  out  at  lumber- 
yard two  hours  previous  to  this  writing. 


FIG.  20. — MOVABLE  FENCE. 

This  house,  according  to  the  three-foot  rule, 
■will  keep  over  forty  fowls,  but  will  keep  thirty 
nicely. 

Fig.  19  is  a  brooder  house  for  a  brooder,  and 
may  be  said  to  be  the  same  as  one  of  the  apart- 
ments of  the  house  shown  at  Fig.  2,  only  this  has 
glass,  while  Fig.  2  has  muslin,  for  windows. 

Fig  20  is  a  movable  fence.  Fences  are  more 
expensive  than  houses,  especially  where  more 
than  one  breed  of  fowls  are  kept.  It  is  easy 
•enough  to  design  a  cheap  fence,  but  a  fence  for 
the  poultry  yard  must  be  close  enough  to  keep 
the  hens  securely  inside,  and  strong  enough  to 
prevent  intruders  from  the  outside.  It  must 
.also  be  of  sufficient  height  to  prevent  the  hens 
from  flying  over.  Of  course  such  fences  can  be 
ouilt,  but  the  cost  is  to  be  considered.  The 
larger  part  of  the  expense  is  usually  in  the  posts 
and  railing  used.  If  a  fence  panel 'can  be  made 
.that  can  be  removed,  and  in  a  cheap  manner, 


ers,  and  they  may  improve  upon  them.  To  our 
farmer  friends  who  keep  them,  the  illustration 
also  represents  an  excellent  hurdle  for  sheep, 
while  a  hen  will  be  compelled  to  fly  very  high  to 
get  over  the  points  of  the  poles,  and  may  find 
herself  lodged  between  them  in  attempting  to 
pass  on,  as  she  must  not  only  fly  over  the  pro- 


FIG.  21.— A  LATH  FENCE. 

we  believe  it  will  be  accepted.  In  illustration 
we  have  a  piece  of  3x4  stud-ling  for  a  railing, 
through  which  hoop  poles  or  broom  handles 
(made  of  sufficient  length),  are  entered,  which 
form  a  panel  that  will  brace  itself  against  the 
wind,  can  be  made  of  any  height,  requires  but 
one  railing,  and  dispenses  with  posts.  It  can  be 
placed  anywhere  preferred,  either  by  being 
lifted  or  rolled  over.  It  keeps  the  hens  confined 
on  both  sides,  and,  although  apparently  occupy- ' 
ing  too  much  ground,  such  is  not  really  the  case, 
as  may  be  noticed,  as  where  the  space  under  the 
poles  "is  covered,  and  used  as  a  protection 
against  the  rain,  and  also  as  shade  in  summer, 
muslin,  boards,  paper,  or  any  other  material 
serving  for  such  purpose,  being  used.  The  pan- 
el may  be  of  any  length  desired,  and  hoop 


FIG.  22.— PLENTY  OF  ROOM  ON  THE  GROUND. 

poles  may  be  passed  through  holes  bored  for  the 
purpose,  or  lath  or  slats  may  be  nailed  directly 
to  the  railing.  The  poles  or  slats  can  be  as  close 
as  may  be  wished,  and  a  light  strip  may  be 
used  to  fasten  them  together  near  the  bottom,  or 
-they  may  be  tied  with  wire.  There  may  be 
-some  objections  to  this  kind  of  fence,  but  for 
-economy,  simplicity,  efficiency,  and  different 
purpose's  to  which  it  can  be  adapted.it  is  worthy 
.of  attention.  The  designs  given  here  will  no 
doubt  convey  some  excellent  ideas  to  the  read- 


FIG.  23— A  TABRED  PAPER  HOUSE. 

jections  pointing  inside,  but  also  those  project- 
ing in  the  other  direction. 

Fig.  21  is  a  cheap,  ciose  fence,  of  lath.  It  w  ill 
be  observed  that  the  half  lath  is  at  the&oftom  in- 
stead of  at  the  top,  which  renders  it  strong  just 
where  it  is  to  resist  the  pressure  from  dogs  or 
other  animals.  The  half  lath  should  be  close  to- 
gether, while  the  whole  lath  may  be  wider  apart. 

We  regard  Fig.  22  as  one  of  the  best  and  most 
economical  poultry  houses  that  can  be  built.  It 
is  economical  for  the  reason  that  it  has  as  much 
room  on  the  ground  as  if  the  house  had  been 
built  large  enough  to  occupy  all  the  space  taken 
by  the  glass.  It  may  be  so  constructed  as  to  be 
divided  into  partitions,  each  partition  being 
widened  by  allowing  larger  space  between  the 
sashes.  Although  an  economical  house,  it  is 
more  so  from  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  built. 
A  building  eight,  feet  square  could  give  nearly 
twelve  by  eight  feet  on  the  ground  by  adding  the 
window  arrangement  as  above. 

A  cheap,  durable,  quickly  built  poultry  house 
(Fig.  23)  of  any  design  or  size  can  be  constructed 
in  the  following  manner,  using  Three-ply  Stand 
ard  Koofing  (tarred  felt)  for  "weather  boarding 
as  well  as  roofing.  Build  the  frame  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner, 
place  the  stud- 
ding(any  kind 
of  lumber,  old 
or  new,  will 
answer  in 
place  of  stud- 
d  i  n  g)  e  i  gh  t 
inches*ap  art 
from  center  to 
center.  Nail 
on  the  three- 
ply  perpendic- 
ularly  (as 
shown  in  the 
cut )  with  large  f3§  1§ 
carpet  tacks, 
about  every  „. 
three  inches.  FIG- 
Do  not  lap  it,  but  bring  it  edge  to  edge,  and  nail 
battens  on  the  studding  over  it.  When  finished 
apply  two  coats  of  Standard  Cement.  After  the 
coating  is  dry  the  house  may  be  white-washed,  if 
desired.    Tliree  gallons  of  Standard  Cement 
cover  one  hundred  square  feet — two  coats.  It 
can  be  procured  of  A.  F.  Swan,  46  Cort- 
landt  St..  New  York  City. 

In  building  on  the  above  plan,  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that  no  skilled  workmen  are 
needed  and  that  the  three-ply  serves  the 
double  purpose  of  siding  and  lining,  thus 
saving  considerable  in  labor  and  material. 

Figure  24  is  a  movable  poultry  house  and 
we  rather  like  the  plan.  It  leans  just  about 
right  for  the  sun  to  shine  in  the  window, 
and  though  seemingly  small,  permits  of  a 
great  deal  of  room  on  the  floor,  which,  of 
course,  is  the  ground.  It  may  be  made  of 
any  size  preferred,  but  should  be  small 
enough  to  allow  of  being  removed  without 
difficulty.  A  hen  house  of  this  kind  will  be 
always  clean,  and  it  will  greatly  assist  to 
enrich  garden  spots,  or  even  barren  places 
in  a  field. 

Fig.  25  is  a  cut  of  the  poultry  house  of  Mr. 
Charles  Selser,  Doylestown."  Pa.,  from  the 
Farm  Journal.  Fig.  25  shows  the  external 
appearance  and  Fig".  26  gives  a  view  of  the 
interior  arrangement.  The  house  is  8x14  feet,  8 
feet  high  in  front  and  6  feet  high  in  the  rear. 
There  are  two  openings  in  front  near  the  roof  for 
ventilation.  The  large  sash  in  front  is  closed  only 
in  very  cold  weather.  It  ic  balanced  by  a  weight 
falling  down  inside,  so  that  it  can  be  raised  or 
lowered  at  will.  The  space  covered  by  the  sash 
has  also  a  wire  net  screen.  As  will  be  seen  by 
referring  to  Fig.  26  this  large  window  is  the  front 
of  a  basement  story.  The  floor  of  this  room  is 
covered  with  chaff  or  leaves  and  whatever  whole 
grain  is  fed  to  the  fowls  is  scattered  on  it. 


The  fowls  have  access  to  this  apartment 
through  an  opening  in  the  partition  separating 
it  from  the  laying  room.  There  is  a  larger  door 
for  the  attendant  to  pass  through,  which  is-  also- 
shown  in  Fig.  26.  This  lower  room  is  9  feet  long, 
which  leaves  a  space  for  the  laying  room  of  5x8- 
feet.  This  room  is  lighted  by  a  double  sash  win- 
dow, and  the  outer  doo^  opens  into 
it.  The  end  view  Fig.  26,  shows  it's, 
arrangement,  and  also  the  roosting 
room  which  is  8x9  feet.  The  floor 
of  the  latter  is  about  three  feet 
from  the  roof  and  runs  parallel  to 
it.  The  floor  is  made  of  matched 
boards,  so  that  nothing  can  pass 
through  to  the  room  below.  The 
perches  are  placed  midway  between 
the  floor  and  roof. 

We  take  pleasure  in  illustrating 
this  house,  as  we  consider  it  well 
worthy  of  imitation  by  our  village 
readers,  and  by  all  who  wish  to  get 
available  room  from  a  smallamount 
of  space.  We  do  not  know  the  cost 
of  its  construction,  but  this  will  de- 
pend on  the  quality  of  lumber  used,, 
the  finish,  and  the  price  of  labor. 

The  main  point  to  be  observed, 
when  constructing  a  poultry  house, 
is  to  secure  as  much  space  on  the 
floor  as  possible,  and  to  avoid  too' 
Droad  a  roof.  The  object  is  to 
save  expense,  as  the  roof  is- the  most 
costly  part  of  a  house, while  the  real 
value  depends  upon  the  area  on  the  floor  in  pro- 
portion to  total  cost.  Hundreds  of  designs  of 
poultry  houses  have  been  illustrated  and  pub- 
lished, but,  unfortunately,  each  individual  has 
certain  preferences  which  prevent  perfect  unan- 
imity in  constructing  them  on  the  most  favorable 
plans.  It  is  as  easy  to  have  all  agree  upon  one 
common  plan  of  a  dwelling  house  for  humans  as 


FIG.  25— MR.  CHAS.  SELSEE'S  HOUSE. 

for  fowls.  The  climate,  soil,  breed,  amd  space  are- 
all  to  be  considered  when  making  the  design. 

No  matter  what  kind  of  a  poultry  house  may 
be  preferred  the  fact  must  not  be  over-looked, 
that  during  a  great  portion*  of  the  winter,  when 
the  snow  is  orithe  ground,  the  fowls  must  be  kept 
confined  in  the  house.  Tile  greater  the  space,  es- 
pecially on  the  floor,  therefore,  the  better  they 
will  be  enabled  to' exercise  and  keep  in  proper 
condition,  and  as  yards  are  often  of  no  conse- 
quence during  a  severe  season,  success  may  de- 
pend upon  the  investment  of  a  few  dollars  more 
than  the  amount  originally  intended,  and  it  often 
happens  that  loss  occurs  simnly  for  want  of  room 
on  the  floor.  If  the  area  on  the  floor  is  limited 
to  a  small  proportion  for  each  hen,  and  the  house 
cannot  be  conveniently  enlarged,  then  the  stock 
must  be  reduced,  in  order  to  give  those  remain- 
ing more  room. 

It  will  not  do  to.  feed  the  hens  and  then  have 
them  sit  idly  about  doing  nothing.  They  then 
become  addicted  to  feather-pulling  and  other 
vices,  while  the  food  tends  to  fatten  them  by  rea- 


FIG.  26.— INTERIOR  OF  MR.  SELSER'S  HOUSE. 

son  of  their  inactivity.  The  house  should  have 
plenty  of  sunlight,  so  as  to  become  warm  and 
also  light.  The  lieht  is  the  most  important  thing 
of  all.  Fowls  have  the  greatest  aversion  to 
gloomv  surroundings.  They  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  well  lighted,  comfortable  apart- 
ments, but  prefer  the  bleak  outside  to  a  house 
that  is  but  dimly  lighted.  During  the  day  the 
house  should  be  kept  open  as  much  as  possible, 
provided  the  birds  are  not  exposed  to  draughts 
or  chilling  blasts,  so  as  to  purify  and  ventilate  it, 
but  during  the  night,  in  cold  weather,  the  house 
should  be  warm  and  close,  as  plenty  of  cold  air 
will  get  in  without  the  use  of  ventilators. 

The  object  should  be  to  have  the  number  in  the 
flock  only  large  enough  to  utilize  the  space  on 
the  floor  to  advantage.  If  too  crowded  they  will 
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not  lay,  as  is  well  known  by  many, who  are  aware 
that  sometimes  their  neighbors  get  more  eggs 
tf rom  a  small  flock  than  they  do  from  large  flocks, 
and  the  secret  is  that  they  have  plenty  of  room 
for  exercise.  The  floor  should  be  large  enough  to 
permit  of  places  for  scratching,  dusting,roosting, 
and  laying.  Just  how  much  space  may  be  re- 
quired depends  upon  the  size  of  the  flock.  We 
tninli  a  house  10x10  feet  none  too  large  for  ten 
fowls,  or  ten  square  feet  for  each  hen. 

We  have  given  you  26  illustrations,  and  will 
give  brooders  and  other  poultry  houses  in  an- 
other issue  soon.  Next  month  we  wish  to  tell 
.all  about  raising  turkeys,  so  look  out  for  a  main 
article  on  "Raising  Turkeys."  There  is  no  book 
published  that  will  give  you  as  much  informa- 
tion regarding  poultry  houses  as  this  one  issue 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  so  file  it  away  for 
■reference.  We  aim  to  make  every  number 
worth  a  year's  subscription. 


A  Book  on  Artificial  Incubation. 

In  order  to  protect  the  reliable,  we  will  state 
that  all  the  bad  men  do  not  do  business  at 
•Quincy,  111.,  even  if  it  is  the  home  of  Waldo. 
The  Champion  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Quincy, 
111.,  sends  out  an  elegant  circular  describing  trie 
■Champion  incubator,  and  also  a  book  called 
■"Poultry  Raising  and  Artficial  Incubation," 
-written'  by  John  M.  Stahl  and  E.  W.  Wickey. 
This  book  should  be  read  by  every  farmer  and 
-poultry  raiser.  It  will  be  mailed,  together  with 
the  'handsome  illustrated  catalogue  of  their  in- 
cubator and  brooder  to  anyone  sending  fifteen 
.cents  to  the  company  and  mention  this  paper. 


The  Rudd  Dark  Egg  Farm, 

Our  readers  no  doubt  remember  that  we  have 
ridiculed  the  "Dark  Egg  Farm"  in  Massachusetts 
though  we  have  never  yet  impeached  the  charac- 
ter and  integrity  of  Mr.  Rudd.  During  the  late 
Boston  show,  knowing  that  it  was  an  excellent 
opportunity,  we  made  an  inspection,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  say,  we  found  that  all  that  had  been 
claimed  by  Mr.  Kudd  was  correct,  and  further, 
the  editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  is  manly 
enough  to  make  this  as  a  public  apology  to  Mr. 
Eudd  for  the  allusions  made  to  him  in  the  past. 

In  a  former  issue  we  stated  that  Mr.  Rudd  was 
a  commission  merchant  in  Boston,  and  bought 
eggs.  Of  course  we  meant  common  eggs  for 
market,  whieh  he  buys  and  sells  to  hotels,  but 
only  the  best  eggs  for  that  purpose.  When  we 
said  there  was  no  large  "  dark  egg  "  farm  we 
were  eorrect  at  the  time,  but  there  had  been  a 
large  farm,  and  all  went  well  until  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Rudd,  when  the  business  was  removed  to 
the  farm  of  a  son  of  Mr.  Rudd,  and  to  that  farm 
we  paid  a  visit. 

The  firm  of  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son,  48  Chatham 
street,  Boston,  is  one  of  the  largest  houses  deal- 
ing exclusively  in  poultry,  eggs,  and  poultry 
supplies  in  that  eity.  Its  reliability  cannot  be 
questioned.  It  is  an  old  and  well-established 
firm,  and  supplies  nearly  all  of  the  largest  hotels 
in  Boston.  Mr.  Rankin  procures  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  eggs  used  in  his  incubators  from  them. 
Their  display  at  the  Boston  show  was  grand, 
showing  not  only  poultry  and  eggs,  but  game, 
not  excepting  wild  swan,  all  dressed  for  market, 
with  live  capons  in  a  pen  also. 

We  visited  the  farm,  located  at  Brighton,  near 
Boston,  and  saw  the  selected  Plymouth  Rocks 
that  were  claimed  to  lay  golden  yellow  eggs.  We 
went  to  the  nests,  found  eggs  in  them,  and  every 
egg  was  a  golden  yellow.  We  made  a  careful  ex- 
amination, and  found  not  only  some  elegant 
riymouth  Rocks,but  also  well-constructed  houses 
and  a  careful  supervision  over  all  the  details. 
The  eggs  from  these  birds  are  sold  to  those  who 
wish  to  adhere  to  a  strain  that  lays  dark  eggs, 
and  these  eggs  are  never  bought  from  others, 
but  are  sent  from  the  farm. 

With  this  statement  we  aim  only  to  correct  our 
mistakes,  to  dojustice  to  Mr.  Rudd,  andpublicly 
apologize  to  him.  We  believed  we  were  right 
and  found  we  were  in  error.  While  the  Poultry 
Keeper  asks  no  favors  yet  it  will  at  no  time 
knowingly  wrong  any  one.  In  reply  to  a  letter 
sent  him  Mr.  Rudd  says : 

Yours  of  29th  ult.has  been  forwarded  to  me  from 
our  Boston  office,  and  placed  among  my 
"archives"  as  a  memento  of  a  man  whom  I  re- 
gard as  one  of  "  natures  noblemen."  You  are 
quite  correct  in  saying  we  are  fast  and  warm 


friends  hereafter,  and  if  I  ever  hear  you  vilified, 
as  men  in  such  responsible  positions  are  apt  to 
be,  I  shall  do  battle  on  your  side  with  a  will, 
and  say— hold  on,  young  man,  you  don't  know 
Mr.  Jacobs  yet,  and  when  you  do,  you  will  give 
him  credit  for  being  honest  in  his  expressions 
whether  as  friend  or  foe,  and  will  find  that  the 
man  who  is  more  ready  and  willing  to  undo  an 
injury  than  he  is,  has  not  yet  been  born.  I  con- 
fess I  have  felt  in  the  past  that  you  had  by  some 
means  become  my  enemy,  and  although  I  could 
recall  nothing  I  had  said  or  done  to  occasion  it, 
yet  I  naturally  concluded  you  would  probably 
always  retain  that  attitude,  but  I  can  now  say 
that  I  am  not  aware  of  having  an  enemy  in  the 
world,  and  you  will  readily  see  that  being  conse- 
quently in  a  happier  frame  of  mind. 

Which  shows  that  Mr.  Rudd  is  of  a  generous, 
forgiving  disposition,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  us  to 
thus  publicly  acknowledge  our  own  faults,  and 
also  to  publish  the  above  kind  letter,  which  was 
not  intended  for  the  public,  but  which  we  think 
is  not  out  of  place  here. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Langshan  Club. 

We  give  in  this  issue  an  illustration  of  the 
pleasant  countenance  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Halladay,  Bel- 
lows Falls,  Vt.,  the  newly  elected  Secretary  of 
the  Langshan  Breeders'  Association.  He  is  well 
known  as  an  importer  of  Langshans,  is  an  ener- 
getic worker,  and  takes  great  interest  in  the 
Langshan  fowl.  In  connection  with  Capt.  R.  W. 
Sargent,  of  Kittery,  Maine,  Francis  A.  Morti- 
mer, of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  E.  P.  Kirby,  East  Chat- 


A.  A.  Halladay,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt., 

Sec'y  Langshan  Breeders'  Association, 

ham,  N.  Y.,  W.  O.  Dakin,  Toledo,  Ohio,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  Jacksonville,  111.,  N.  B.  Dana,  Radnor, 
Pa.,  C.  T.  Thomas, Whitford,  Pa.,  I.  T.  Harris.Cin- 
naminson,  N.  J.,  and  others,  he  has  done  valu- 
able service  in  elevating  the  Langshan  to  the 
front  rank  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  breeds 
of  poultry.  He  is  well  known,  and  highly  es- 
teemed by  all  who  know  him. 


A  Poultry  Pasture. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Marsh,  Summertown,  Tenn.,  writes 
the  following  letter  regarding  pasture  as  reduc- 
ing the  grain  food.  He  says : 

"Please  let  me  know  your  opinion  in  regard 
to  a  pasture  of  winter  rye,  and  wheat,  and 
turnips  for  Pekin  ducks,  during  winter  and 
early  spring.  Will  it  make  much  difference  in 
the  amount  of  grain  they  will  require?  We  have 
snow  here  only  a  few  days  at  a  time,  occasion- 
ally during  early  winter.  Will  hens  running  on 
such  pasture  need  less  grain?  Would  like  to 
get  some  idea  about  how  much  less  feed  it  will 
be  necessary  to  give  them.  Will  such  a  pasture 
here  take  the  place  that  cabbage  and  other  veg- 
etables do  for  laying  hens  in  the  North?" 

Such  a  pasture  will  not  only  take  the  place  of 
cabbage,  but  answers  all  other  purposes  in  that 
respect.  It  is  just  the  thing  for  ducks.  Bulky 
food  is  necessary,  at  all  times,  for  poultry.  If 
given  such  a  pasture  feed  all  the  grain  they  will 
eat  up  clean  at  night,  but  give  nothing  during 
the  day.  Allow  plenty  of  drinking  water. 
There  is  no  system  or  allowance  of  food  for  a 
fowl.  The  rule  is  to  feed  it  till  it  is  satisfied  and 
walks  off.  The  pasture  will  give  exercise,  and 
increase  the  appetite  some,  but  the  birds  will 
lay  more  eggs. 


A  Whole  Fist  Full  of  Questions. 

A  subscriber  at  Camptown,  Pa.,  sends  us  a. 
number  of  questions,  and  as  every  reader  is  in- 
terested we  give  our  answers  below.  Here  are 
the  questions, which  we  number,for  convenience 

No.  1.  In  feeding  oil  meal  or  oil  cake,  to  laying 
hens,  how  much  should  be  allowed  each  hen  in 
soft  food ;  how  often  given,  and  does  it  take  the 
place  of  scraps? 

No.  2.  Is  pure  bone  meal  very  much  better  than; 
oyster  shell  meal  to  use  in  soft  feed  for  hens  ? 

No.  3.  If  sulphur  is  added  in  the  dust  bath 
does  it  cause  blindness  or  affect  the  eyes  in  any- 
way ? 

No.  4.  In  adding  cooked  vegetables  to  soft- 
feed,  which  would  be  the  best  to  raise  for  the; 
purpose,  beets,  turnips,  carrots,  or  potatoes  ? 

No.  5.  Is  buckwheat  middlings  as  good  as 
wheat  bran  to  mix  as  soft  feed  ? 

No.  6.  Is  castor  oil,  sweet  oil,  or  raw  linseed 
oil,  best  to  give  a  hen  in  case  of  cholera? 

No.  7,  Can  you  give  us  the  name  of  the  best  and 
most  reliable  firm  in  N.  Y.  City,  to  which  we  may 
ship,  to  our  best  advantage,  poultry  and  eggs  ? 

No.  8.  At  what  age  does  a  chicken  gain  %  and 
2 pounds  weight? 

No.  9.  Will  Mr.  C.  W.  Idell  give  us  the  market 
from  which  he  quotes  prices  of  chickens  in  year 
1885  ? 

No.  10.  Why  do  hens  eat  greedily  newspapers, 
when  cut  into  small  pieces  ? 

No.  11.  In  case  of  cholera,  when  the  food  re- 
mains in  the  crop  several  days,  what  medicine- 
will  soonest  remove  it  ? 

1.  Use  it  sparingly.  A  tablespoonful,  three- 
times  a  week,  to  every  ten  hens,  is  enough.  It 
regulates  the  bowels,  the  same  as  for  a  horse,, 
but  is  too  concentrated  as  a  general  food. 

2.  Bone  meal  is  better  because  it  is  phosphate^ 
of  lime  while  shells  are  simply  carbonate  of 
lime.  It  answers  all  the  purposes  of  shells. 

3.  Sulphur  will  do  no  harm  in  dry  weather,, 
but,  being  a  mineral  substance,  it  has  proved,1 
injurious  in  damp  weather,  something  after  the 
manner  of  calomel. 

4.  Potatoes  are  best,  of  those  mentioned,  but 
a  mixed  vegetable  diet  is  preferable.  Use  car- 
rots, potatoes  and  turnips. 

5.  Buckwheat  middlings  are  better  than  bran,, 
being  more  nitrogenous,  and  not  so  closely 
bolted. 

6.  We  do  not  advise  the  use  of  such  oils  in 
case  ol  cholera.  A  teaspoonful  of  a  mixture  of 
kerosene,  crude  petroleum,  and  lard,  with  two- 
drops  liquid  carbolic  acid,  once  a  day,  is  better. 

7.  We  cannot  give  the  most  reliable,  as  we  do- 
not  think  any  one  knows  who  he  is.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Idell,  333  Washington  st„  is  reliable. 

8.  A  well-fed  chick  should  weigh  two  pounds 
when  ten  weeks  old,  but  the  average  is  twe» 
pounds  at  12  weeks  old.  The  average  for  one: 
and  a  half  pounds  is  eight  weeks. 

9.  No ;  he  wow  has  nothing  to  do  with  1885,  or 
past  seasons.  He  sells  only  at  present  market- 
rates,  which,  of  course,  fluctuate.  He  is  govern- 
ed entirely  by  the  demand,  which  is  not  the; 
same  every  year. 

10.  For  want  of  bulky  food.  Give  them  clover 
hay,  chopped  fine,  and  steeped  in  hot  water. 

11.  None.  Rest  and  time  to  recuperate  will 
make  a  change.  The  crop  will  be  emptied  as 
soon  as  the  liver  resumes  its  functions. 

Bring  out  more  questions,  readers,  as  it  gives 
us  a  chance  to  say  more  than  we  could  do  in  any 
other  manner.  This  is  your  paper. 


Rather  Cheeky. 

Mr.  John  Bennet,  of  Sunman,  Indiana,  who  is 
usually  very  obliging,  was  rather  taken  back 
when  he  received  the  following  order: 

"  Please  ship  me  a  trio  of  Spanish  by  Adams 
Express,  at  ("as"l  merchandise  rates,  as  low  as 
you  can,  and  prepay  charges.  If  they  show  up 
well  I  think  I  can  sell  some  other  orders." 

Mr.  Bennett  says— "No  stamps,  no  money,  no 
references,  no  nothing,  nevertheless  I  answered 
by  letter,  but  I  sentno  fowls.  I  got  "bit"  twice- 
that  way,  and  it  made  me  cautious."  We  will 
here  say  that  breeders  only  smile  when  they  are- 
reminded  by  customers  that  "  think  I  can  get 
more  orders  for  you,  etc."  They  understand  all 
that.  The  better  plan  is  to  describe  what  youi 
want,  keep  a  copy  of  your  letter,  send  full 
amount,  get  witnesses  to  examine  birds  as  soon 
as  they  arrive  and  work  as  harmoniously  with 
the  breeder  as  possible. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER, 


April, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Give  Us  a  Rest. 

J.  T.  FLETCHER,  CLARION,  PA. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Co.  :— I  have  been  a 
■subscriber  to  the  Poultry  Keeper  ever  since 
it  chipped  the  shell,  and  I  have  been  very  much 
interested  in  reading  the  letters  and  contribu- 
tions. It  makes  a  person  smile  to  read  how 
great  the  difference  of  opinions  of  people.  One 
person  starts  out  to  make  a  great  display  of 
theory,  which  he  himself  believes  to  be  true 
when  he  has  finished,  and  then  another  wants 
to  let  people  know  how  the  flock  should  be  man- 
aged, incubators  and  chicks  should  be  taken 
•  care  of,  etc.  Then  is  it  no  wonder  that  amateurs 
are  beguiled  into  the  poultry  business,  and 
when  they  have  spent  all  their  means  in  trying 
to  follow  out  those  practical  theories,  or  those 
ways  of  money  making  on  paper,  they  give  it  up 
in  disgust,  believing  the  truth  has  never  been 
told  when  all  the  expenses  have  been  taken  into 
consideration.  If  a  man  has  lots  of  money  and 
don't  know  with  it  what  to  do,  let  him  buy  lots 
of<  feathered  pets  and  they  will  soon  put  it 
through.  The  more  we  read  now-a-days  about 
the  rearing  and  hatching  of  chicks  the  less  we 
know.  One  party  instructs  its  readers  to  not 
turn  the  eggs  too  "often ;  in  fact,  better  not  at  all, 
and  another  party,  under  the  same  head,  ad- 
vises to  turn  the  eggs  once,  twice  or  three  times 
a  day,  and  the  same  contrary  in  the  airing  of 
eggs.  Give  us  a  rest :  the  chicks  will  grow,  eat, 
and  wax  fat  in  spite  of  all  those  contra  facts  and 
theories.  The  hen  knows  best  how,  and  so  do  I, 
~but  I  generally  keep  cool. 

[Friend  Fletcher  should  remember  that  to  get 
:  at  facts  we  should  listen  to  all,  and  then  en- 
deavor to  use  good  judgment.  Truth  to-day 
may  be  error  to-morrow.— Ed.] 


Fo  Difference, 

GEO.  W.  HOFFMAN,  TWO  TAVERNS,  PA. 

I  notice  the  question  several  times  in  the  past 
year,  "Which  of  the  Leghorn  breeds  is  the  best? 
.hardiest,  or  easiest  raised?"  Having  had  expe- 
rience for  some  years  in  breeding  the  .folowing 
varieties:  White  S.  C,  White  R.  C.,  and  Brown 
S.  C.  Leghorns,  W.  F.  B.  Spanish.  P.  Rocks  and 
■others  I  find  no  difference  in  vitality  or  egg 
production.  None  is  best ;  one  is  as  easily  rais- 
ed as  the  other.  The  Brown  I  find  to  be"  much 
.more  of  a  wilder  nature  and  not  easily  tamed. 
"The  White  is  shy  at  first,  but  with  a  little  hand- 
Ting  they  become  very  tame  and  docile.  They 
aire  somewhat  larger  than  the  brown.  The  rose- 
•  comb  has  still  another  advantage  ii.  a  cold 
climate.  They  will  not  freeze  their  combs  as 
-soon  as  the  single-comb  will,  and  thereby  keep 
rup  lading  better  in  cold  weather.  They  are  also 
a  little  larger,  and  more  plump  in  body.  The  W. 
P.  B.  Spanish  are  very  attractive,  good  layers, 
but  not  as  vigorous  when  young  as|tne  Leghorns. 
"While  the  P.  Rocks  are  large,  hardy  and  strong, 
when  young,  and  when  matured,  they  carry 
their  overcoats  with  them,  and  therefore  good 
layers  in  winter. 

[We  do  not  think  any  of  the  Leghorn  breeds 
have  an  advantage  over  the  others  when  all  the 
good  qualities  are  considered— Ed.] 


A  Curious  Pair, 

G.  M.  JORDAN,  SAN  ANTONIO,  FLORIDA. 

Editor  Poultry  Keeper— Dear  Sir:  My 
letter  concerning  my  crowing  hen  was  not  in- 
tended as  a  communication  for  publication,  but 
rather  to  draw  out  any  comments  you  saw  fit  to 
make,  and  to  obtain  information  from  them. 
But  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  as  you  choose.  But 
now  I  could  add  more  to  what  I  then  said.  The 
letter  published  from  P.  Pearl.  Buckeye  City, 
Ohio,  gives  the  conduct  of  my  hen  exactly.  The 
hen  in  question  is  a  Light  Brahma,  about  three 
years  old,  has  raised  chicks,  and  was  a  good  hen 
up  to  July  last.  Now,  she  crows,  fights  and  at- 
tends to  any  hen  she  can  lay  hold  of.  But  as  she 
is  large  and  awkward  and  has  the  asthma  badly 
she  finds  it  difficult  to  catch  more  lively  pullets. 
So  she  will  put  down  her  wing  and  play  rooster 
around  any  little  chicken.  Whether  she  has 
actually  been  transformed  into  a  cock,  or  is  just 
trying  to  fool  folks,  (and  meeting  with  good 
luck)  I  can't  tell.  She  is  very  poor  in  flesh,  and 
keeps  about  so,  no  matter  whether  she  eats 
much  or  little.  I  bought  her  for  a  thoroughbred 
Brahma,  to  breed  from.  But  that  is  not  the  only 
queer  thing  about  the  pair  (for  I  got  a  cock  and 
lien).  The  cock,  over  two  years  old,  stands 
around  like  a  stoughten  bottle,  and  eats  and 
crows  the  whole  time.  When  he  is  not  eating 
(and  he  is  possessed  of  athree-story  appetite)  he 
is  crowing,  and  when  not  crowing  I  know  a  I 
chunk  of  something  is  choking  him  off.  But  he 
was  never  known  to  bother  a  hen.  He  takes  no  ' 
part  as  leader  or  master  of  the  flock,  and  never  I 
calls  the  hens  when  he  finds  food,  but  gobbles  it 
down  his  own  throat.  I  don't  know  what  to 
make  of  such  a  pair  of  fowls.  I  never  heard  of 
such  a  thing  before. 

[The  "antics"' of  the  pair  is  not  uncommon. 
We  have  heard  of  several  (since  the  first  letter 
was  published)  similar  cases.— Ed.] 


How  to  get  Reduced  Express  Bates, 

FRANK  L.  WOLFF,  TOPEKA,  KANSAS. 

Much  has  been  written  and  said  in  regard  to 
"cheap  express  rates,"  but  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  to  lessen  this 
great  evil,  and  I  firmly  believe,  as  long  as  those 
at  the  head  of  this  movement  pursue  the  course 
they  are  now  following  no  good  result  will  be 
obtained.  It  is  a  waste  of  valuable  time  and 
money  to  raise  a  petition  to  present  to  these  cor- 
porations, as  they  will  give  it  no  attention.  Some 
writers  advocate  that  by  a  reduction  of  rates 
they  will  increase  their  business  in  the  fancy 
lowl  trade.  Now,  if  by  a  reduction  of  one-half 
their  charges  they  double  their  business  then  it 
would  not  be  as  profitable  to  the"  express  com- 
panies as  at  the  present  rates,  for  it  would  re- 
quire more  employes,  and  they  increase  by  100 
per  cent,  their  liabilities  for  damages,  so  it  is 
apparent  to  every  reader  that  we  need  not  look 
to  them  for  relief.  The  breeders'  only  chance 
ior  a  successful  change  is  either  to  petition  Con- 
gress to  right  this  wrong  or  let  a  body  of  breed- 
ers in  each  district,  of  every  State,  make  a 
demand  on  their  Representatives  to  introduce 
and  support  a  bill  that  will  forever  do  away  with 
the  monopoly  of  Express  Companies.  This  is  my 
idea  of  the  manner  to  dispose  of  it.  When  once 
express  charges  are  reduced  then  I,  as  well  as 
all  other  breeders,  will  have  an  increase  in  our 
business  of  from  50  to  200  per  cent.,  and  it  is  to 
our  advantage  to  see  that  something/  is  done  and 
that  something  at  once. 

[Which  shows  that  we  ought  to  organize  as 
the  old-fogy  A.  P.  A.  is  worthless  as  a  protector 
of  the  rights  of  breeders.— Ed.] 


Showing  Up  the  Standard. 

H.  A.  Jones,  Worcester,  Mass. 

I  was  somewhat  amused  at  the  article  in  Janu- 
uary .Poultry  Keeper  under  "who  made  this 
standard."  \  am  knowing  to  some  of  the  facts 
connected  with  the  making  of  the  Hamburg 
standard.  In  looking  over  your  list  of  advertis- 
ers I  find  the  name  of  (if  I  remember  right)  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
Black  Hamburg  Standard  of  1883.  I  see  he  does 
not  advertise  Black  Hamburgs  now  .Some  6  years 
ago  he  bought  a  trio  of  Black  Hamburgs  from  a 
party  that  had  imported  them.  He  found  out 
after  keeping  them  a  year  or  two  that  they  would 
breed  chicks  without  a  particle  of  white  or  gray 
in  the  plumage,  and  that  they  would  moult  each 
successive  year  without  having  any  of  the  much 
dreaded  white  or  gray  in  their  plumage.  So 
this  breeder  made  a  standard  to  comply  with 
those  birds.  And,  in  order  to  have  a  sure  thing 
for  himself  and  his  birds  made  the  following  dis- 
qualification. "Any  feather  showing  white  when 
laid  on  a  black  object."  He  undoubtedly  thought 
that  he  would,  for  5  years,  have  a  chance  to  win 
at  all  shows  where  he  exhibited,  as  19  birds  out 
of  20  would  be  disqualified  under  that  rule.  One 
year  ago  this  standard  maker  offered  to  sell  me 
all  his  Black  Hamburgs,  at  a  small  sum,  saying 
that  he  could  not  keep  the  white  out  of  their 
wings.  So  he  got  caught  by  the  selfish  rule  he 
made  for  others.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  you  look  the 
standard  through,  and  you  will  find  that  there  is 
no  such  disqualification  put  upon  any  other 
Black  breed.  On  looking  through  the  standard 
you  will  find,  under  disqualifications  of  plumage 
of  Black  Breeds,  as  follows.  On  Black  Games 
and  Black  Game  Bantams,  Samatras  and  Black 
Rose-comb  Bantams  nothing  said.  Feathers  all 
white  could  not  be  disqualified.  On  Black  Codl- 
ings, La  Fleche,  and  Russians,  "any  other  color 
than  black."  On  Creve-cours  only  "Red  or 
Brassy  feathers  disqualify."  Black  Leghorns. 

White  or  red  Feathers."  Brassy  feathers  allowed 
according  to  this.  Black  Spanish,  white  only 
disqualifies,  while  on  Black  .lavas,  it  makes  it 
strouger.and  says  "White. red  or  Brassy  feathers" 
and  so  on  with  as  many  different  ideas  as  there 
were  makers.  Now,  I  contend  that  all  black 
birds  should  be  disqualified  alike  on  plumage,as 
a  general  rule,  and  not  be  patched  up  to  save 
somebody's  birds.  If  we  are  to  have  a  standard 
to  be  a  guide  for  all  future  breeding  and  exhibi- 
tions, let  it  be  made  by  men  with  some  practical 
common  sense.that  are  honest  and  that  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  breeds  that  thev  are  requir- 
ed to  make  the  standard  for.  Lay  all  selfihness 
aside  and  give  us  a  standard  that  we  can  re- 
spect. Mr.  Editor,  I  am  convinced  that  there 
are  breeders  that  are  not  members  of  the  A.  P. 
A.,  that  are  far  better  qualified  to  make  a  stand- 
ard than  some  that  have  had  a  hand  in  past  re- 
visions. In  making  disqualifications,  state  it  in 
terms  so  plain  that  no  one  can  misinterpret  the 
meaning.  If  feathers  on  the  legs  disqualify,  do 
not  leave  it  so  that  birds  with  feathers  on  the  legs 
from  \i  to  %  an  inch  long  will  be  allowed  to  pass 
because  they  happen  to  be  the  pet  strain  of  the 
judge. 

[You  are  correct,  and  your  views  are  ours. 
The  men  who  make  the  rules  are  those  who  are 
best  able  to  pay  car  fare.  Anybody  can  attend 
—if  the  pocket  can  stand  it.] 


As  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  find  room  for  all 
the  valuable  letters  sent  us  by  our  numerous 
readers,  we  have  adopted  this  method  of  pub- 
lishing as  much  as  we  can,  and  we  will  say,  also, 
that  we  deeply  regret  our  limited  space  does  not 
allow  us  to  publish  every  word  of  the  letters, 
which  are  excellent. 

An  Egg  Record.— Odiorne  Bros..  Cambridge- 
port.  Mass.,  write  that  one  pen  of  13  P.  Rocks 
which  were  hatched  in  May,  began  to  lay  the 
last  of  December.  In  January  they  laid  234  eggs 
or  an  average  of  18  eggs  for  each  pullet.  In 
February  three  hens  began  to  sit,  and  in  24  days 
the  others  laid  202  eggs,  or  an  average  of  20  eggs 
in  24  days. 

What  a  Home-made  Incubator  Will  Do.— 
Mrs.  J.  F.  McAuley,  931  S.  9th  street,  Denver, 
Col.,  says:  I  have  an  incubator  which  was  made 
from  directions  in  your  book  No.  2  (Incubators 
and  Brooders).  I  loaned  it  to  a  friend  and  he 
got  90  chickens  out  of  104  eggs.  I  got  75  chicks 
from  104  eggs.  Have  it  in  operation  again,  and 
am  waiting  results. 

One  of  the  Obscure  Breeders.— Mr.  S.  L. 
Birdwill,  Sec.  Terra  Haute  Iron  and  Nail  Works, 
Terra  Haute,  Ind.,  thus  writes:  As  a  beginner 
I  took  all  the  papers,  but  the  P.  K.  is  sufficient. 
I  am  one  of  those  "obscure  breeders,"  who  never 
saw  a  Standard,  and  don't  even  use  a  three-line 
"ad,"  but  have  the  satisfaction  of  disposing  of  all 
my  surplus  stock  to  one  of  your  advertisers  at  a 
good  price, with  letters  stating  that  my  Langshans 
are  the  best  ever  seen.  I  keep  24  to  40  fowls,  and 
now  (February)  get  9  to  14  eggs  daily.  Have  not 
missed  getting  eggs  but  three'days  m  two  years. 
I  keep  over  the  August  pullets  for  second  winter 
lays.  This  is  no  bid  for  free  advertising  as  I  have 
nothing  to  sell,  only  giving  my  .experience. 

How  He  Cured  the  Roup— Mr.  Henry  Den- 
ham.  Ashland,  Mass.,  says:  If  you  have  a  Nov- 
number,  please  send  it  to  Mr.  Howe,  whose 
address  is  enclosed.  He  has  had  trouble  with 
the  roup  this  winter.  I  think  if  he  would  use 
faithfullv  the  kerosene  and  carbolic  acid  remedy 
injecting  it  into  the  mouth  and  nostrils  of  his 
birds,  bathing  the  eyes  with  tepid  water,  and 
anoint  with  the  ointnient  recommended  by  Mr. 
Wheeler,  he  would  find  it  beneficial.  Quite  a 
number  of  our  fowls  have  had  roup  but  we  have 
not  lost  one  out  of  216.  More  than  half  of  them 
are  laying. 

What  a  Little  Boy  Says.  Master  L.  A. 
Gratz,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  writes :  I  am  a  boy,  13 
years  old,  but  have  been  raising  poultry  for  a 
long  time.  I  flatter  myself  on  being  a  "pro- 
fessional" on  doctoring  fowls  and  performing 
operations.  I  breed  P.  Rocks,  W.  Leghorns, 
Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Peafowls.  I  have  a  house 
12x24  divided  into  apartments.  I  have  two  yards 
50x60,  with  wire  fences  six  feet  high.  You;may 
publish  this,  but  there  is  not  much  sense  in  it. 

Got  Them  Out  Too  Late.— Mr.  A.  J.Gerlach, 
Crewn  Point.  Indiana,  says:  It  seems  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  get  along  without  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  have  two  incubators  just  beginning 
to  hatch  the  eggs.  I  believe  in  learning  things 
by  doing  the  work  myself.  How  can  breeders, 
who  follow  other  professions  know  much  about 
raising  chickens?  I  raised  800  last  year,  but  got 
them  out  too  late  to  make  any  money.  This  year 
I  shall  try  to  raise  early  broilers. 

A  Wooden  Floor  Suits  Him.— Mr.  S.  W. 
Boardman,  Jr.,  Stanhope,  N.  J.,  writes:  My 
wooden  floor  never  gives  off  any  foul  odor.  I 
scatter  a  layer  of  "fine  sifted  ashes,  one  inch 
thick,  about  and  under  the  roosts.  Every  second 
day  I  sweep  out,  and  repeat  the  operation.  My 
yard  is  of  lath,  but  I  am  going  to  get  some  wire 
from  Peter  Duryea.  of  New  \ oik.  and  cover  it. 
I  am  only  12  years  old.  I  pay  all  expenses  (not 
my  father)  and  then  charge  him  for  all  he  buys 
for  our  table. 

Is  he  Square.— Dr.  A.  C.  Calvin.  Meadville 
Pa.,  sends  us  a  letter  against  unfair  dealers,  and 
says:— We  have  a  man  here  who  advertises  pure- 
bred Plymouth  Rocks,  at  $1.00  each.  He  never 
had  but  very  few  pure-bred  fowls  of  any  kind, 
but  has  sold'  50  or  60  coops  of  fowls  this  winter, 
filling  them  with  dunghills  bought  of  farmers 
here,  using  anything  that  looks  like  a  Plymouth 
Rock.  Honest  breeders  here  object,  as  it  will 
give  this  section  a  bad  reputation. 

Rose-comb  Brown  Leghorn  Record.— I  have 
24  Rose-comb  Brown  Leghorns,  says  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grinnell,  of  Albion,  N.  Y.,  in  one  pen.  Since  a 
little  before  Jan.  1st  up  to  the  1st  of  February, 
they  laid  500  eggs.  Good  winter  birds,  I  think. 

A  Big  Hatch  by  a  Hen— Mr.  A.  J.  Welch, 
Westfield,  Pa.,  has  a  live  incubator.  He  says: 
I  have  a  Langshan  hen  so  large  that  I  put  27  eggs 
under  her,  and  she  hatched  23  chicks,  aud  raised 
19  of  them.  Another  hen  hatched  22  chicks  out 
of  25  eggs,  and  raised  21.  Thus,  you  see,  I  raised 
40  chicks  with  two  hens. 

Follows  Our  Advice.— Says  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Weiss,  of  Deep  Creek.  Va— I  can't  see  how  any 
one  who  raises  poultry  can  do  without  the  P.  K. 
I  pay  strict  attention  to  its  advice.    I  have 
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;bought  100  acres  of  land,  which  will  he  devoted 
entirely  to  poultry.  Look  out  for  me  next  year. 

Large  Eggs.— Mr.  Amasa  Tucker.  Waltham, 
Mass.,  writes: — A  neighbor  of  mine  has  an  egg, 
laid  by  a  Plymouth  Rock  hen,  which  is  3  inches 
in  width,  8%  inches  long,  and  weighs  4  ounces. 
Another  neighhor  has  an  egg  inches  long  and 
1%  in  circumference,  while  another  egg  is  8%x6J4 
and  weighs  5  ounces. 

Better  Birds  Wanted— Mr.  D.  G.  Griffin, 
East  Wakefield,  N.  Y.,  writes:— Last  year  my 
flock  paid  me  a  profit  of  two  dollars  each,  in 
poultry  and  eggs.  I  have  about  100  fowls  now, 
although  I  began  last  year  with  only  six.  There 
seems  to  be  a  general  strike  in  this  section  for 
a  higher  grade  of  poultry. 

What  Warm  Quarters  Will  Do.— Mr.  H. 
M.  Etter,  Marion.  Pa.,  writes:  1  have  25  hens. 
My  house  is  8x'20  feet,  4%  feet  in  rear,  and  10 
feet  at  the  front,  It  faces  southeast,  with  three 
large  windows.  Walls  are  weather-boarded  up 
and  down  and  stripped,  two  courses  of  tarred 
paper  on  the  sides,  and  also  plasteied.  I  have 
a  roosting  room,  scratching  room,  and  laying 
room.  My  hens  are  mixed  Plymouth  Rocks. 
In  January  they  layed  221  eggs ;  in  February 
398 ;  total  619  eggs,  in  two  winter  months,  from 
.25  hens. 

Packing  Eggs  for  Shipment.— Mr.  John 
'Bennett,  of  Sunman,  Indiana,  writes:  I  fasten 
rthe  lid  on  egg  baskets  in  this  way.  Pass  a  soft  wire 
•through  the  rim  of  the  basket,  over  the  lid,  and 
wrap  the  ends  around  the  handle,  first  stretch- 
ing it  firmly.  Then  paste  the  express  card  over 
the  wire,  which  serves  as  a  seal,  and  secures  the 
lid  to  perfection. 

Dancing  Blazes.— Mr.  H.  J.  Linscott,  Brown- 
field  Me.,  writes:  When  your  lamp  begins  to 
flare  rub  some  tallow  around  the  wick  tube. 

•  Grease  is  said  to  prevent  eggs  from  hatching, 
and  if  applied  to  some  of  the  incubators  by  too 
much  smoking  will  have  the  same  effect. 

Can  Our  Readers  Tell  Him.— Mr.  Aaron 
■  Olmsted.  West  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  writes:  There 
was  a«yariety  of  fowls  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
south  of  us,  that  have  disappeared  as  far  as  I 
know.  I  wish  some  of  your  readers  could  give 
information  regarding  them.  They  were  a 
pumpkin  yellow  in  color,  heavy  forward,  large 
size,  white  wings,  blue  tail. 

About  a  Bain1  Incubator.— Mr.  M.  Taylor, 
Hale,  Mo.,  writes :  My  first  trial  with  one  of 
the  much-abused  Bain  incubators  was  as  follows : 
Put  in  288  eggs,  and  got  151  chicks.  The  incu- 
bator was  in  a  smoke  house,  over  20  dozen  of  the 
eggs  were  bought  at  the  store,  while  many  of 
them  were  very  inferior. 

How  to  Pack  Eggs  for  Shipping.— Mr.  G.  S. 
Bassett,  Long  Point,  Illinois,  writes:  I  always 
use  baskets,  and  I  wrap  each  egg  in  paper,  and 
then  line  the  basket  nicely  with  paper.  I  use  hay 
.  chaff  (timothy  and  clover)  and  pack  eggs  care- 
fully, so  that  no  two  of  them  will  touch  each 
other,  pressing  the  chaff  down  as  firmly  as  possi- 
ble, and  leaving  the  basket  nicely  rounded  with 

•  chaff  at  the  top.  Draw  muslin  over  the  top,  and 
pull  down  tightly,  tie  and  sew  firmly.  If  well 

•  done  the  basket  will  be  round  at  the  top  and 
.  carry  any  distance.  I  have  shipped,  in  this  man- 
ner, as  far  as  Washington  Territory,  and  14  out 

.  of  15  eggs  hatched. 

Using  Nux  Vomica.— Mr.  J.  H.  Fisher,  278 
Front  Street,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  writes:  You  re- 
quest those  who  have  used  nux  vomica  to  state 
the  proper  quantity  required.  In  1870,  I  was 
troubled  with  hawks,  and  some  one  suggested 
feeding  the  chickens  on  nux  vomica,  no  quantity 
mentioned,  so  I  used  my  judgment.  I  had  over 

'  600  chickens,  and  made  their  corn  meal  dough 
dark  with  the  nux  vomica.  I  did  the  work,  not 
only  killing  the  hawks  that  ate  the  chickens,  but 
also  killed  the  rats  and  cats  that  enjoyed  such 
meals.  A  healthier  and  finer  lot  of  chickens 
never  was  seen.  It  is  death  to  anything  that 
comes  into  the  world  with  its  eyes  closed,  such 
as  dogs,  rats,  cats,  hawks,  etc. 

Bain  the  Incubator  Vandal.— Mrs.  W.  W. 
Ashlock,  Elderville,  111.,  writes  that  she  has  been 
swindled  by  Bain,  the  well-known  incubator  and 
poultry  fraud,  who  published  the  sheet  known  as 
the  Poultry  Adviser,  and  whose  operations  ex- 
i  tend  around  Zanesville,  New  Concord,  and  other 
places  in  Ohio.  He  has  been  arrested  on  one 
charge,  and  has  often  been  denounced  for  wrong 
doing. 

Lost  Only  Six  Chickens  in  Forty  Years.— 
Mr.  D.  B.  Richards,  Riverside,  Mich.,  writes : 
Raise  your  fowls  with  the  natural  laws  that 
govern  those  things  and  you  won't  have  any 
sick  chickens.  But  it  requires  some  sense  and 
much  labor.  We  have  raised  fowls  for  40  years 
and  lost  only  six  in  that  time  from  disease.  I 
raised  a  hundred  last  year  and  lost  only  one.  I 
like  the  games  the  best  for  all  purposes. 

Give  Proper  Directions.— Mr.  A.  A.  Hills, 
Greenville,  Conn.,  writes:  I  wish  the  writers  to 
the  P.  K.  would  be  more  particular,  in  their  di- 
rections, to  give  the  exact  proportions  of  medi- 
cine, for  instance,  not  to  say  "a  teaspoonful  of 
carbolic  acid  in  some  water,  sprinkled  about  a 
poultry  house,  is  sure  death  to  lice,"  etc.  There 
are  different  strengths  of  carbolic  acid,  and  it  is 
well  to  know  whetlier  to  use  the  pure  crystals 
or  some  of  the  solutions  of  different  degrees  of 
strength. 


Moist  Locations  for  Nests— Mr.  J.  A. 
Keffer,  Garnett,  Kansas:  I  am  well  aware,  that 
a  hen  will  hatch  in  a  dry  place,  but  have  never 
seen  one  that  equalled  the  hen  which  steals  her 
nest  and  hatches  on  the  ground.  Last  spring  I 
got  two  sittings  of  duck  eggs,  all  from  the  same 
basket,  and  put  them  under  two  hens.  One  hen 
was  in  the  hen  house,  on  a  nest  with  1  wo  inches 
of  moist  earth  on  the  bottom.  The  other  hen  was 
on  a  hay  stack,  but  had  a  good  nest.  The  first 
hen  hatched  every  egg.  The  other  did  not 
hatch  any  when  time  was  up,  so  I  put  them  un- 
der the  first  hen,  and  she  succeeded  in  bringing 
out  two  or  three  "runts,"  which  died. 

The  Leghorns  Ecjual the  Minorcas  —Deer- 
field  &  Warner,  Whitewater,  Wis.  Having  read 
the  article  by  Mr.  Mortimer,  in  praise  of  the 
Minorcas,  as  egg  producers,  we  would  like  to 
give  our  experience  with  Leghorns.  The  first 
day  of  August,  1885.  we  hatched  five  rose-comb 
White  Leghorns,  which  began  laying  in  Decem- 
ber. Up  to  April  they  layed  S52  eggs, from  April 
1st  to  May  1st,  120  eggs,  and  from  May  to  Sept. 
1st,  522  eggs.  During  this  time  they  were  con- 
fined in  a  run  only  7x14  feet.  Three  Brown  Leg- 
horns began  laying  when  less  than  four  months 
old,  and  if  the  Minorcas  can  beat  the  Leghorns 
they  "must  get  up  early  in  the  morning  and  stay 
up  all  day."  We  regard  the  P.  K.  as  the  very  best 
poultry  paper. 

The  Feed  that  Made  the  Eggs— Mr.  A.  G. 
Dorr,  Bucksport,  Me.,  fed  whole  corn,  wheat, 
meal,  and  all  the  meat  his  hens  could  eat;  and 
the  result  was  that  18  hens  layed  251  eggs  in  19 
days.  Meat  will  do  it. 

Two  Good  Breeds.— Mrs.  Maggie  Cooper,box 
520 ;  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio.  The  P.  K.  is  a  great 
help  to  me.  I  live  on  a  farm,  and  keep  none  but 
the  best  fowls.  My  poultry  house  is  large,  but 
cold  as  is  the  season  my  hens  have  been  laying 
since  November.  I  think  the  Light  Brahmas 
and  rose-comb  Brown  Leghorns  the  best  winter 
layers. 

A  Roup  Remedy.— Mr.  J.  A.  Alger.Kirksville, 
Mo.— I  will  give  you  my  roup  remedy:  Take 
natural  leaf  tobacco,  pulverized,  and  give  a 
half-teaspoonfull  in  the  morning.  It  will  never 
fail  to  cure  if  the  case  is  taken  in  time. 

The  Gapes.— Miss  Annie  Burke,  Gilberts,  111. 
I  find  there  is  nothing  better  for  the  gapes  than 
a  piece  of  camphor  as  large  as  a  grain  of  wheat, 
to  be  given  daily.  I  am  only  13  years  old,  but  1 
manage  the  fowls,and  like  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

Two  Hundred  Dollars  from  54  Hens.— Mrs. 
Lillian  Rosencrans,  lock  box  628 , Helena,  Mon.  I 
did  very  well  last  year.  I  had  54  hens  to  start 
with,  and  hatched  250  chicks,  losing  25.  I  made 
$200,  and  have  100  nice  pullets  left.  I  never  get 
less  than  50  cents  apiece  for  chicks,  and  often  60 
and  75  cents  each.  I  get  now,  65  cents  a  dozen 
for  eggs.  In  summer  I  get  30  and  40  cents. 

About  Tennessee.— Mr.  G.  Camerer,  box  11, 
Evensville,  Tenn.  This  is  a  fine  climate  for 
poultry,  not  being  bothered  with  cold  winters. 
Have  been  here  three  years,  and  never  lost  a 
chichen  by  cholera,  gapes,  or  lice.  Had  an  at- 
tack of  diphtheria,  but  soon  stopped  that(thanks 
to  P.  K.).  We  hatch  chicks  all  the  year  round. 
Have  three  hatches  running  around  now  (Feb.). 
I  believe  in  crossing  the  fowls.  We  have  had 
only  two  cold  days,  which  were  8  below  zero. 
The  rest  of  the  time  it  was  from  30  to  60  above. 
We  have  everything  here.  Pure  springs,  healthy 
climate,  and  all  the  advantages. 

A  Large  Profit.— Mr.  Titus  Felton,  Kingston, 
N.  Y.  I  notice  in  the  P.  K.  that  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,says  he  can't  find  any  profit  in 
poultry.  I  kept  38  Wyandottes  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns last  year.  They  gave  me  4252  eggs.  I  sold 
3152  eggs  for  $76.20 :  used  1103  eggs  worth  $20.24; 
raised  25  chicks,  which  sold  at  $15 ;  sold  eight 
barrels  manure  for  $8.  Total  $119.44.  Expenses 
were  for  corn,  wheat,  etc.,  $35;  for  shells,  etc., 
$3 ;  paid  for  help  $5.  Total  $43.  Profit  $76.44,  or 
over  $2.00  for  each  hen.  I  have  a  poultry-house 
10x48.  four  apartments,  with  yard  in  front  8x12. 
I  live  in  the  city,  and  that  is  all  the  room  I  have 
to  spare. 

Something  About  Illustrations— Mr.  C.  G. 
Kleinstuck,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  writes:— I  ad- 
mire the  fine  cut  of  Light  Brahmas  in  your  Jan- 
uary number,  but  cannot  help  wondering  if  the 
cut  is  true  to  nature.  I  have  bred  Brahmas  long 
before  they  were  known  in  this  country,  have 
seen  many  a  fine  bird  in  and  out  of  shows,  but 
I  never  have"  been  able  to  find  a  bird  that  had 
those  fine  shampood  combs,  and  nicely  ironed 
leg  feathers,  as  all  cuts  show. 

Because  He  Had  the  P.  K— Mr.  F.  H.  Rich- 
ardson, Spring  City,  Tenn.:  We  have  the  best 
climate  here  to  be  found  anywhere,  which,  with 
other  inducements,  causes  we  Yankees  to  flock 
here  in  large  numbers.  Send  a  P.  K.  to  the  en- 
closed address.  He  lost  $25  worth  of  fowls  this 
summer,  while  I,  living  only  half  a  mile  from 
him,  lost  none.  Moral.  I  take  the  P.  K.—  he  did 
not.  My  fowls  layed  all  winter.  They  are  Brown 
Leghorns. 

A  Tussle  With  the  Roup— Mr  .C.  B.  Corbin, 
Lowell,  Mich.:  Could  not  do  without  the  P.  K. 
I  keep  P.  Rocks  and  R.  C.  Brown  Leghorns.  I 
let  them  run  out  up  to  the  time  snow  fell,  and 
then  shut  them  up  in  warm  quarters,  but  that 
did  not  prevent  roup.  I  gave  warm  feed  and 
warm  water.  I  noticed  that  those  that  had  it 
•  the  severest  would,  stick  their  heads  into  the 


water  up  to  their  eyes  when  they  drank,  ana  I 
concluded  they  poisoned  the  water.  So  I  stopped 
the  water,  and  made  them  use  snow.  It  stopped 
the  spread  of  it.  Used  kerosene,  2  ounces; 
glycerine,  5  drops ;  carbolic  acid,  5  drops.  In- 
jected it  into  the  nostrils  with  a  small  oil  can. 

A  Cheap  Incubator.— Mr.  Oldis  H.  Barry, 
Constantine,  Mich. :  I  made  an  incubator  last 
spring,  and  although  of  rough  boards,  it  works 
splendidly.  Am  going  to  make  another.  I  will 
say  to  all  who  have  poultry,  if  only  not  more 
than  a  dozen,  that  they  will  find,  by  taking  the 
P .  K.,  it  will  save  them  many  times  its  cost  in  a 
single  year. 

Information  Os  Wyandottes.— Mr.  Morton 
Ingalls,  Middletown,Conn.:  I  wish  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  P.  K.,  who  have  been  breeding 
the  Wyandottes  for  some  time,  would  give  me 
some  points.  They  area  handsome  fowl,  and 
are  attracting  considerable  attention,  but  as  yet 
they  breed  very  unsatisfactory,  and  many  who 
have  taken  them  up  have  dropped  them  like  hot 
cakes.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  and  what  experience 
I  have  had,  is  that  if  you  breed  from  a  Standard 
cock  you  are  pretty  sure  to  get  pullets  that  are 
too  light  on  the  wing  bow.  The  feathers  are 
spangled,  not  laced,  while  if  you  breed  from  a 
dark  cock  with  not  much  white  on  wing  bow  you 
get  much  better  marked  pullets,  but  poor  cock- 
erels. Old  breeders;  give  us  some  information 
so  that  we  young  breeders  may  be  able  to  do 
better  with  them.  I  found,  this  past  fall  and 
winter,  I  have  had  no  trouble  at  all  with  disease 
of  any  kind.  I  lay  my  success  to  the  use  of  car- 
bolic acid— a  few  drops  in  the  drinking  water 
every  day.  Also,  if  you  have  a  bird  that  gets 
hurt  at  fighting  bathe  in  water  that  has  a  little 
carbolic  acid  in  it,  and  it  takes  the  poison  out  of 
the  wound  and  the  bird  gets  over  it  quicker. 
Success  to  the  Poultry  Keeper,  long  may  it 
live. 

A  Good  Hatch.— Mr.  P.S.  Fenton,  Cleveland, 
O.:  I  set  nine  hens  last  year,  giving  one  16  eggs 
and  the  others  15  eggs  each.  The  one  brought 
off  15  chicks,  four  of  the  others  brought  off  15 
each,  and  one  hatched  14. 

A  Leghorn  Egg  Product.— Mr.  C.  A.  Sharp, 
Lockport,  N.  Y.:  We  have  11  White  Leghorns, 
Knapp  Bros,  stock,  hatched  July  4th.  They 
layed  89  eggs  in  January  from  seven  hens,  (two 
not  laying,  and  two  roosters).  They  are  beauti- 
ful birds,  and  we  wish  to  speak  a  good  word  for 
Knapp  Bros.,  who  sent  us  28  eggs,  from  which 
we  got  26  chicks,  one  egg  broken,  and  one  in 
fertile.  At  the  same  time  we  got  two  sets  of 
Wyandotte  and  one  of  Plymouth   Rock  eggs 

from  a  prize  winner  at  Boston,  who  sells 

eggs  at  $5  per  sitting.  We  hatched  three  Wyan- 
dottes and  one  Plymouth  Rock  —  miserable 
birds.  Wyandottes  had  single  combs  and 
Plymouth  Rocks  double  comb.  They  came  in  a 
miserable  condition,  and  hatched  as  about  ex- 
pected. . 

It  Suits  Him.— Mr.  G.  S.  Hemingway,  34  Ken- 
sington Avenue,  Meriden,  Ct.:  Five  years  ago  I 
commenced  the  poultry  business  with  two 
roosters  and  one  hen,  but  they  paid  double,  so 
the  next  year  I  got  more,  and  so  on,  getting  bet- 
ter stock,  and  finally  found  the  white  and 
Brown  Leghorns  took  me  the  best,  and  for  the 
last  year  and  a  half  I  have  taken  them  for  a 
breed  in  one  separate  coop.  Now  I  have  some 
good  ones. 

Even  the  Scrubs  Pay— Mrs.  Mary  E.  Keeton 
Morton,  Miss.,  writes ;  I  have  been  taking  the 
P.  K.  two  years,  and  would  not  do  without  it  for 
anything.  It  is  worth  any  price.  I  am  a  dear 
lover  of  poultry.  I  have  common  scrub  stock, 
but  take  such  good  care  of  them  that  they  look 
like  fine  stock.  I  have  35  hens,  and  get  or  9  10 
eggs  a  clay  this  cold  weather.  I  feed  on  parched 
corn.  Give  cooked  food  in  the  morning,  with 
onions  chopped  in.  I  also  give  red  pepper  oc- 
casionally, and  a  lump  of  assafoetida,  as  large  as 
a  wren's  egg,  twice  a  week. 

Burning  Sulphur  for  Roup.— Mrs.  J,  L. 
White,  Oneida,  111.:  I  have  had  some  trouble 
with  roup  in  my  flock,  caused  by  dampness.  I 
burn  sulphur  and  tar,  after  the  hens  are  on  the 
roost,  first  closing  the  door,  and  they  are  well  in 
consequence.  I  had  a  pullet  (cross  of  Leghorn 
and  Cochin)  that  layed  and  hatched  a  brood  be- 
fore she  was  seven  months  old.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  is  hard  to  beat. 

Cheap.— Mr.  J.  P.  Wagner,  Viola,  Del.;  1 
never  saw  so  cheap  a  paper  give  so  much  valu- 
able information  about  poultry.  I  have  250  hens 
mostly  Leghorns. 

Can't  Be  Estimated.— Mr.  A.  C.  Hallman, 
New  Dundee,  Canada.  The  Brown  Leghorns 
are  to  me  the  most  profitable.  I  have  talcen  a 
great  many  poultry  papers,  but  each  number  of 
the  P.  K.  is  worth  a  year's  subscription,  and 
even  more.  Its  value  cannot  really  be  estimated. 

What  a  Hundred  Hens  Did.— Mr.  F.  L. 
Griffin,  West  Levant.  Me.:  I  have  100  hens.  In 
1886,  they  gave  1,161^  dozen  eggs,  sold  at  19% 
cents  (average)  per  dozen,  making  $226.52;  poul- 
try sold,  $51.89;  100  pullets,  $40;  total  $318.41. 
Expenses,  $150,  leaving  a  profit  of  $168.41.  Aver- 
age number  of  eggs  per  hen,  139 ;  highest  price 
for  eggs,  28  cents ;  lowest  price,  11  cents ;  highest 
price  For  poultry,  25  cents ;  lowest  price,  11  cents. 
The  hens  are  Plymouth  Rock  and  Brown  Leg- 
horn. I  consider  it  a  |good  showing  for  a  large 
flock. 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  tbey  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising;  Rates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (^7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  'of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  Insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 

P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in-  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo.  Pa, 


Back  numbers  only  five  cents.  Each  number 
is  a  book  in  itself. 

The  Langshan  committee— Dakin,  Mortimer, 
and  Khodes    A  good  one. 

All  about  turkeys  next  month.  It  will  beat 
all  the  books  on  turkeys.  So  don't  forget  May 
and  the  turkeys. 

Bicknell  made  the  last  Dorking  standard, 
•  and  now— he  is  to  make  the  next.  Misfortunes 
never  come  singly. 

Highland  Glen  Park,  Zanesville.Ohio,  is  not 
much  of  a  park,  but  it  is  where  J.  M.  Bain  rolls 
in  the  victims  by  scores. 

Mb.  JAt  B.  Lampman,  Coxsackie,  N.  Y.,  says 
he  also  is  an  importer  of  Minorcas,  and  don't 
want  to  be  left  out  of  the  list. 

Felch  and  Williams  are  to  make  the  standard 
on  Silkies,  Frizzles,  Rumpless,  and  Russians, 
birds  which  neither  have  ever.bred. 

Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Ovvatonna,  Minn.,  says 
his  advertisement  only  paid  him  2000  per  cent. 
That's  all— but  he  is  in  deeper  now. 

The  poultry  journals  have  been  scoring 
Jacobs,  cutting  him  severely  on  weight,  and 
finally  disqualifying  him  altogether. 

Two  poultry  papers  for  60  cents— The  Poul- 
try Keeper  and  Poultry  Chum.  Three  papers 
for  $1.00— Keeper,  Chum,  and  Guide. 

What  a  job  the  "old  fossils"  will  have  wrest- 
ling with  the  standard,  and  what  a  job  poor 
Elliott  will  have  trying  to  "harmonize  them." 

Houdlette  will  slaughter  the  crows  this  time. 
Query—  Wonder  if  the  committee  will  attempt 
to  copyright  the  affair  in  their  own  names  again. 

Our  weekly.  Well,  we  have  a  weekly,  and  it 
suits  us  exactly.  The  Weekly  American  Poultry 
Journal,  which  comes  every  week,  and  assists 
the  Poultry  Keeper  as  its  companion.  Don't 
forget  to  send  for  one.  It  is  published  at  113 
Adams  street,  Chicago,  111. 

Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Poultry  Letter,  Chicago, 
thinks  he  gives  more  reading  for  the  least  money 
of  any  editor  in  the  country.  And— we  feel  a 
little  jealous  of  him. 

We  had  to  put  in  another  press,  and  it  made 
us  somewhat  late  last  month.  And  we  can  use 
still  another.  New  presses  are  costly,  and 
troublesome  to  put  in. 

The  total  membership  of -the  A.  P.  A.  is  nearly 
250,  but  the  voting  force  at  St.  Louis  was  less 
than  30,  with  a  lot  of  new  members  added.  Com- 
ment is  unnecessary. 


Just  don't  forget  that  little  arrangement  by 
which  you  get  the  Fancier's  Gazette  and  Poul- 
try Keeper,  together,  for  $1.25,  which  is  the 
price  of  the  Gazette  alone. 

This  number  is  a  regular  picture  gallery,  and 
so  will  be  the  next.  We  have  more  houses. 
Also  brooders,  incubators,  nests,  and  other  illus- 
trations. Oh!  for  more  room. 

We  take  stamps  (one  and  two  cents  denomi- 
nation) for  subscription.  Our  paper  is  25  cents 
for  six  months,  or  50  cents  a  year.  You  will  get 
your  year's  money  out  of  this  number. 

Goats,  cats,  and  dogs  ought  to  be  recognized 
now.  According  to  the  Chum  nearly  all  the 
poultry  journals  have  turned  over  to  cats  and 
dogs.  We  will  try  and  stick  to  poultry. 

Walter  Elliott  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  harmonize  the  reports  of  the  standard  sub- 
committees. Poor  Elliott.  Before  he  is  done  he 
will  wish  himself  transported  to  the  moon. 

New  York  consumes  600,000  barrels  of  eggs 
per  year,Philadelphia  95,000  dozen  daily, and  Bos- 
ton, over  80,000,000  eggs  annually.  Start  up  the 
hens,  for  we  import  $38,000,000  worth  every  year. 

How  beautifully  the  P.  K.  set  the  other  poultry 
papers  on  the  standard,  and  how  nicely  they  are 
barking  at  the  game  after  trying  to  throttle  the 
P.  K.  for  telling  them  the  whole  story  in  ad- 
vance. 

Two  grand  papers—  The  Ohio  Poultry  Jour- 
nal, Dayton,  Ohio,  arnd  Poultry  and  Pets,  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana.  We  know  they  will  suit  you 
exactly,  as  they  aim  to  make  their  columns  at- 
tractive. 

P.  H.  Jacobs  and  I.  K.  Felch  are  brothers  in 
the  yards  of  F.  L.  Wolff,  of  Topeka,  Kan.  They 
are  Light  Brahma  cocks.  A  bantam  also  suffers 
under  the  first  name  in  the  yards  of  F.  A.  Morti. 
mer,  Pottsville,  Pa.  Such  is  life. 

The  Southern  Poultry  Guide,  by  E.  H.  Me- 
Arthur  &  Co.,  Meridian,  Miss.,  at  50  cents  a 
year,  is  not  a  new  paper,  but  an  "old  stager,'' 
which  has  determined  to  "stick,"  and  it  offers 
sample  copies  to  all  who  desire  them. 

We  have  45  letters  in  our  "Condensed  Corres- 
pondence" alone,  with  hundreds  of  other  valu- 
able letters  waiting  to  go  in.  It  speaks  volumes 
for  the  popularity  of  the  Poultry  Keeper- 
And  we  give  names  and  addresses  of  all. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Weber,  Orange,  N.  J.,  denies  the 
statement  that  Capt.  Sargeant  had  bought  all 
the  White  Minorcas  in  England.  He  may  have 
bought  the  entire  stock  of  one  English  breeder 
says  Mr.  Weber,  but  there  are  many  others. 

If  the  A.  P.  A.  could  only  prevent  people  from 
buying  new  breeds  that  are  not  in  the  standard 
they  would  hold  a  tight  grip,  but— they  can't. 
Never  mind  the  admission  to  the  standard.  New 
breeds  will  sell  all  the  same,  as  the  Chum  says. 

One  dollar  is  too  much  to  pay  for  a  twenty- 
five  cent  book,  and  be  swindled  with  a  false 
edition  at  that.  The  express  rates  are  nothing 
compared  with  the  standard  swindle,  which 
consists  of  bogus  editions,  at  500  per  cent,  above 
cost. 


If  the  special  correspondent  of  the  Guide  and 
Friend,  Claremont,  Va.,  who  wrote,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  Hammonton  poultry  yards,  that  the 
editor  of  the  P.  K.  is  "the  ugliest  man  in  Ham- 
monton" will  only  step  this  way  he  will  learn 
something  to  his  advantage. 

We  do  not  wish  to  take  up  one-half  our  space 
trying  to  show  how  good  the  other  half  is,  so 
here  goes.  If  you  can  find  any  book,  paper  or 
other  publication  that  will  give  you  as  much  in- 
formation as  our  issues  on  roup,  cholera,  gapes, 
poultry  houses,  and— matters  to  come— send  it  to 
us  and  we  will  pay  you  ten  times  its  cost.  Each 
number  of  the  P.  K.  is  worth  a  year's  subscrip- 
tion. When  we  do  blow  our  own  horn,  we  make 
it  heard. 


The  Poultry  Magnet,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  offers  - 
free  sample  copies  to  all.  It  is  50  cents  a  year, 
but  holds  hands  with  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
and  trudges  on  at  75  cents.  A  sample  usually 
magnetizes,  and  it  will  only  cost  a  postal  card . 
to  get  one. 


Kidder,  of  the  Poultry  Chum,  Geneseo,  111., 
though  young,  is  making  his  mark  as  an  editor. 
Look  out  for  him  one  of  these  days.  Already  he 
has  taken  a  firm  stand  for  a  National  Associa- 
tion, and  his  March  number  was  as  lively  as  a 
cricket.  And  he's  holding  back  lots  more. 


Houdlette  is  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  Wyandotte  standard,  and,  if  we  p.istake 
not,  he  is  the  author  of  the  present  non-descript ; 
standard.  We  thought  the  pilgrims  had  enough 
of  Houdlette's  efforts,  but  the  bourbon  A. P.  A.- 
learns  nothing  from  past  experience. 

How  far  can  birds  be  shipped?  Mr.  G.  A.. 
Preston,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  sent  six  Wyan- 
dottes  to  Mr.  Henry  Woodhouse.  New  South 
Wales,  which  traveled  across  the  continent  to 
San  Francisco,  thence -to  destination,  a  distance 
of  11,000  miles,  and  they  arrived  in  good  condi  • 
tion. 

Fp.om  the  character  of  some  of  the  standard 
committees  look  out  for  more  unintelligible 
English.  They  have  their  own  little  axes 
(breeds)  to  grind.  There  are  no  Pitts,  Burkes, 
or  Connors  on  the  committees.  Even  Micawber 
would.blush  to  read  some  of  the  expected  pro- 
ductions. 

There  is  another  Poultry  Keeper  up  in  Mich, 
igan,  intended  probably  as  an  imitation  of  this. 
It  starts,  it  says,  with  600  copies.  There  is  no- 
use  in  a  paper  endeavoring  to  get  up  an  imita- 
tion as  lung  as  the  people  can  get  the  genuine  by 
sending  to  us.  The  theft  of  a  name  does  not 
give  quality. 

The  Poultry  Bulletin  smiles  over  the  meetin 
of  the  lion  (Stoddard)  and  the  lamb  (Jacobs), 
and  wonders  over  the  change.  Well,  all  there  is 
about  it  is  that  Stoddard  and  Jacobs  concluded 
to  no  longer  deal  in  personal  and  insulting 
language,  but  they  have  not  shaken  hands  on 
the  A.  P.  A.,  the  standard,  nor  on  the  merits  of 
the  breeds. 

Does  any  one  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  know  any; 
thing  of  the  IS.  A.  Poultry  Association,  Henry 
Griffith,  Secretary?  He  wants  Connecticut- 
brought  to  the  front,  and  will  send  "occasional 
poultry  articles''  if  we  desire,  said  "occasionals" 
probably  intended  as/ree  ads.  We  never  heard 
of  Griffith  or  his  N.  A.  Association.  Perhaps  he 
is  all  alone  in  it. 


The  Poultry  World  criticises  our  use  of  the 
word  "seabright'I  for  "Sebright."  We  acknowl- 
edge the  error,  not  of  the  editor,  but  of  the  bar- 
barous manner  in  which  the  types  joined  hands. 
We  are  well  aware  that  the  breed  derived  its 
name  from  Sir  John  Sebright,  and  do  not  object 
to  "Dominick,"  but  when  the  types  are  "dead 
set"  against  us  they  often  place  us  in  a  false 
position.   

Petitions.  Yes ;  petitioning  the  A.  P.  A.  to 
please  bend  the  ears  of  your  most  majestic  and 
and  august  body  to  allow  a  new  breed  in  the 
standard.  Yet  anybody  can  join,  says  the 
rulers.  Anybody  can  start  a  national  bank,  says 
the  bank  monopoly,  but,  anybody,  can't.  It  de- 
pends on  the  pocket-boook.  The  rulers  do  not 
want  a  National  Association  because  then  some  - 
body  can  be  there,  and  the  rulers  may  be  voted 
to  stay  at  home. 

A  well-known  seedsman  advertises  Scotch 
Brahmas  that  weigh  2  to  3  pounds  when  eight 
weeks  old,  and  6  to  8  pounds  when  three  or  four 
months  old.  Hens  weigh  8  to  ten  pounds,  and 
cocks  18  pounds.  Yet  the  eggs  are  only  $2.50  for 
12.  They  are  just  a  little  too  heavy.  By  reduc- 
ing the  weights  they  will  sell  better.  We  never 
before  heard  of  such  a  breed,and  it  is  impossible 
to  attain  such  weights  in  the  periods  stated. 
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We  Sell  Nothing. 

Only  books  do  we  sell.  We  leave  our  adver- 
tisers to  sell  incubators,  brooders,  fowls,  eggs 
and  poultry  supplies.  The  Poultry  Keeper 
has  nothing  for  sale  but  books. 


Our  Poultry  Houses. 

We  take  up  a  large  portion  of  our  space  to  give 
you  some  plans  of  poultry  houses.  You  can  buy 
ao  book  anywhere  that  contains  so  much  oil 
houses.  Next  month  we  will  give  you  more,  as 
well  as  a  special  Turkey  number,  to  be  followed 
by  Ducks,  Geese,  Guineas,  and  also  other  dis- 
eases. 


File  Them  Away. 

Save  all  your  Poultry  Keepers.  You  can't 
find  their  equal.  This  is  a  poultry  paper  ex- 
clusively, and  we  know  nothing  about  rabbits, 
mastiffs,  Angora  cats.  Alpine  goats,  or  other  pet 
stock.  We  are  for  poultry,  for  eggs  and  for 
market,  and  to  assist  our  readers  to  get  some- 
thing else  as  well  as  pleasure. 

Our  Three  Graces, 

Our  books,  at  25  cents  each,  are  "Poultry  for 
Profit,"  which  is  quite  an  encyclopedia.  "Incu- 
bators and  Brooders"  tells  you  how  to  make  the 
Poultry  Keeper  Incubator,  and  also  gives  de- 
scriptions of  other  incubators.  It  is  well  illus- 
trated, showing  all  the  parts  of  incubators. 
"Management  of  Young  Chicles"  tells  all  about 
how  to  raise  chicks.  It  is  the  only  book  devoted 
to  young  chicks. 

And  All  for  60  Cents. 

For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  Farmers'1  Magazine,  one  year. 

For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  American  Standard  Poultry  Book,  (not  the 
Standard  of  excellence).  Price  of  book  25  cents. 

For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  Poultry  Chum-. 

For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  Guide  and  Friend. 

For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  a  book  called  the  Live  Stock  Manual. 


A  Olaremont  fanciers'  Association, 

A  Fanciers'  Association  has  been  formed  in 
Claremont.  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  breeding  and 
encouraging  the  keeping  of  pure-bred  fowls. 
Dr.  O.  E.  Skinner  was  elected  President;  T.  N- 
Gilbert,  Vice-President;  Michael  K.  Boyer,  of 
The  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend,  Secretary ;  and 
James  Boyce,  Treasurer.  Meetings  are  held 
monthly.  A  show  will  be  given  in  the  Fall,  and 
Francis  A.  Mortimer,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has  been 
appointed  judge. 


What  Made  Your  Paper  Late, 

We  have  been  compelled  to  put  in  still  another 
large  press,  to  assist  in  working  off  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  We  cannot  flop  this  paper  off  in  a  day, 
and  as  we  found  the  paper  was  too  big  for  our 
already  supposed  abundant  facilities,  we  had 
to  adapt  ourselves  accordingly.  Putting  in  a 
new  press  is  something  to  rejoice  over  when  the 
work  is  done.  We  were  hence  somewhat  delay- 
ed in  March,  affd  also  some  in  April,  but  we 
now  have  greater  facilities,  and  will  endeavor 
to  be  on  time. 

Chicago  to  the  Front. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Munger,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Poultry  Breeder's  Association  (the  Chicago  show 
management),  writes  that  the  Illinois  State 
Board  of  Agriculture  is  working  with  them. 
The  incubator  that  hatches  the  largest  number 
of  chicks  gets  $100.  Other  prizes  are  also  large. 
Mr.  Munger  writes  :  "We  are  coming  to  Chicago 
next  year,  Bro.  Jacobs,  3000  birds  strong." 
Elsewhere  we  publish  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting.  Wake  up,  Boston  and  New  York,  or 
you  may  be  left— at  Chicago.  The  show  will  be 
advertised  by  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
which  pays  all  the  premiums,  as  the  "American 


Poultry  Show."  Mr.  Munger  is  already  at  work, 
and  he  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

Cross-bred  Fowls. 

We  are  pleased  to  notice  that  eggs  from  cross- 
bred fowls  sell.  Major  C.  M.  Jordan,  of  Ham- 
monton,  N.  J.,  Secretary  of  the  famous  Ham- 
monton  Poultry  Association,  reports  that  his 
experiment  of  crossing  Minorca  cocks  with  hens 
of  Brahma,  Cochin,  Langshan,  and  Plymouth 
Rock  breeds,  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  eggs 
sell  because  the  buyers  save  time  by  using  thein. 
He  has  recently  imported  some  special  market 
White  Dorkings.  In  England  cross-bred  fowls 
and  eggs  are  advertised  by  all  breeders. 


Cen,  Ind.  Poultry  Association, 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Indiana 
Poultry  Association,  Feb.  26th,  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  President, T.  E. Goodrich: 
Vice  Pres'ts.,  one  from  each  county ;  Secretary, 
Robt.  B.  Hale  ;  Assistant  Secretary,  C.  B.  Cage ; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Thrasher;  Executive 
Committee,  Justus  Clapp.  Geo.  Kinsley,  W.  F. 
Law,  Ed.  B.  Johnson  and  Win.  Kinsley ;  Supt., 
Samuel  L.  Lange.  The  association  fixed  the 
date  of  the  next  show,  at  Indianapolis,  Jan.  4-11, 
1888.  The  members  are  now  at  work  to  make 
the  next  show  the  finest  and  largest  ever  held  in 
the  West. 


The  Denver  Show. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Meeker,  writing  to  us,  says  :  "Our 
show,  which  has  just  closed,  was  a  complete  suc- 
cess in  every  way.  The  entries  and  fowls  were 
a  little  more  than  twice  that  of  last  year,  and 
the  improvement  in  stock  has  far  surpassed  our 
expectations.  Mr.  Felch,  as  judge,  performed 
his  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  notwithstand- 
ing he  cut  to  the  line  all  the  way,  though  he 
rated  our  show  fourth  in  number  of  birds, chicks 
andquality  in  the  U.S.We  had  the  second  highest 
scoring  Cockerel  in  the  U.  S.,  and  the  third 
highest  Pullet,  with  good  average  score  on  all 
breeds.  One  exhibitor  was  ruled  out  of  the 
show  on  all  breeds;  other  wise  the  show  was 
harmonious. 


Poultry  Editors  Eead  This. 

To  show  how  much  better  it  is  to  club  together 
and  help  each  other  we  take  the  following  from 
a  letter  written  by  Mr.  James  Laury,  Home- 
stead, Pa.,  who  says : 

"I  want  to  tell  you  that  I  have  always  been  a 
great  lover  of  poultry,  yet  you  might  think  it 
strange  if  I  tell  you  that,  before  I  received  the 
sample  copy  you  sent  me,  I  never  saw,  or  knew, 
there  were  papers  published  in  this  or  any  other 
country  devoted  exclusively  to  poultry,  but 
since  I" received  your  sample  copy  I  wrote  to 
half-dozen  others,  and  thank  them  very  kindly 
for  their  samples,  and  will  do  anything  I  can  for 
any  of  them  for  their  kindness." 

Now,  here  was  a  gentleman  who  had  never 
seen  a  poultry  paper,  yet  some  poultry  papers 
will  harp  that  "the  field  is  full."  Mr.  L.  sent  us 
$5  and  a  club,  and  we  are  glad  to  notice  that  he 
is  also  interested  in  the  other  poultry  papers. 
The  field  is  not  half-full. 


To  Prevent  Eggs  From  Hatching. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Briggs,  Ottawa,  111.,  asks  a  question, 
which  is  strictly  proper,  and  in  which  other 
readers  are  interested.  He  says: 

Will  you  please  tell  me  if  there  is  any  way  to 
prepare  eggs  for  market  so  they  will  not  hatch 
and  so  it  will  not  spoil  them  for  use?  I  have  the 
pure  Langshans  and  get  more  eggs  than  I  can 
sell  for  setting,  and  at  times  would  like  to  sell 
them  for  use,  but  dare  not,  for  some  will  set 
them. 

Dip  the  ends  in  boiling  water  for  one  minute. 
If  preferred,  put  them  in  a  close  box,  which  has 
a  lid  (a  trunk  will  answer),  and,  after  putting  in 
the  eggs,  burn  sulphur  freely  in  the  box.  While 
the  sulphur  gas  is  escaping  shut  the  lid,  so  as  to 
fill  the  box  with  gas,  let  the  eggs  remain  in  the 
box  half  an  hour,  and  then  take  them  out.  The 
germ  will  then  be  destroyed,  and  they  will  not 
hatch.  Have  a  very  fine  needle  made,  and  pass 
it  through  the  egg,  is  another  mode.  Shaking 
will  not  prevent  hatching. 


The  Knottiest  Kind  of  a  Knotty  Question. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hinkle,  of  Forsythe,  111.,  delights  in 
sending  us  "knotty  questions."  But  here  is  one  • 
that  Mr.Hinkle  and  we  throw  up  the  sponge  for. 
He  will  explain,  as  follows: 

"James  Reed,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  would  ask 
how  this  score  suits  him,  by  Bicknell,  Chariton,. 
Iowa,  for  C.  Smith  breeding  pen.  thus:  99%,  99J4, 
99^8,  98%,  98^,  97^.  A  close  cutter,  down  to  % 
imaginary.  This  is  for  breeding  pen,  and  lie  ad- 
vertises eggs  at  $1.50  per  13.  Does  anyone  be- 
lieve it?  I  would  like  to  know." 

It  is  about  time  to  get  away  from  such  non- 
sense. When  birds  score  99%,  and  the  judge 
"strains  at  a  gnat,"  imagining  the  one-eighth  of 
a  point,  the  thing  is  really  becoming  ridiculous.. 
No  judge  can  get  down  to  one-eighth  of  a  point. . 
Half  of  them  shut  their  eyes  to  cut  one  point, 
while  others  "trust  in  the  Lord"  to  get  right  on 
the  half  point,  but  when  it  conies  to  one-eighth 
I  of  a  point  there  is  as  much  judgment  exercised 
I  as  there  i*  in  discerning  the  difference  between  a. 
flea  and  a  lobster.  But,  friend  Hinkle,  are  you 
not  mistaken  about  the  score.  Bicknell  does  not . 
usually  do  his  work  in  that  way. 


The  Waldo  Criminal  Fund- 
Quite  a  number  are  anxious  to  punish  H.  S. 
Waldo,  of  Quincy,  111.,  who  recently  swindled  so. 
many  with  his  "Economy  "  incubator,  and  also, 
with  one  he  called  "Nature's."  Mr.  J.  P.  Pritch- 
ard,  of  Chase  City,  Va.,  writes  on  this  matter  : 

I  see  from  your  February  number  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son  desires  to  go  for  H.  S.  Waldo.  You  can  count, 
me  in  for  my  part.  I  wrote  him  to  go  for  him.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  money  be  sent  by  the 
different  ones  to  you,  and  that  you  act  as  treas- 
urer, and  that  you  select  some  good  and  reliable 
counsel  to  push  the  matter.  I  am  not  so 
much  after  the  man  Waldo,  but  I  want  this 
swindling  business  broken  up.  Take  hold  of 
this  Bro.  Jacobs. 

We  wrote  to  Congressman  R.  M.  Murray,  of 
Piqua,  Ohio,  to  act  as  treasurer  of  the  fund,  as  he 
was  one  of  the  parties  who  assisted  in  exposing 
Waldo,  to  which  he  replied  as  follows  : 

"  My  time  is  so  occupied  that  I  could  not  possi- 
bly act  as  treasurer,  but  I  want  to  see  the  good 
work  go  on." 

We  would  suggest  that  all  the  victims  send  us. 
their  addresses.  We  will  then  correspond  with 
a  lawyer.  Do  not  send  any  money  as  yet.  Let: 
us  all  work  together  and  see  what  each  can  do, 
and  if  we  can  find  a  way  to  put  the  rascal  in  the. 
penitentiary  under  the  State  laws  of  Illinois,  let, 
us  do  it.  Each  and  all  will  please  drop  us  a  card, 
giving  name  and  address.  We  trust  all  other- 
poultry  journals  will  take  a  hand  in  this  work. 

A  Warm  House  Yet  Roup  is  There. 

"A  Reader,"  Frankport,  N.  Y.,  wishes  to 
know  why  the  hens  have  roup  when  all  the  con- 
ditions have  been  taken  to  make  them  warm 
and  comfortable.  In  his  letter  he  says: 

I  have  a  poultry  house,  new,  100  feet  long,  12 
feet  wide,  8  feet  high  on  the  sides  and  ends,  4 
inch  studding,  and  on  this  tarred  paper,  put  on 
with  lath,  which  gives  me  an  air  chamber  of  4 
inches.  I  have  a  self-feeding  coal  stove  in  this. 
building,  which  1  keep  a  fire  in.  The  floor  is  of 
coal  ashes,  6  inches  deep,  building  divided  into- 
10  apartments,  and  I  keep  about  15  hens  in  each 
apartment.  Clean  the  droppings  twice  a  week. 
Trie  ventilators  are  above  and  I  open  them  days,, 
and  close  them  nights.  In  such  a  building  my 
fowls  have  been  roupy,— swelled  heads,  frothy 
eyes,  running  at  nose,  and  canker  in  wind  pipe.. 
It  has  been  raging  since  January  1st,  and  still 
continues.  As  soon  as  affected  I  took  them  out 
of  the  building.  I  have  tried  your  roup  cures,  as. 
recommended  by  others,  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  Some  get  well  but  I  have  lost  25  fowls,, 
and  some  valuable  ones.  What  is  the  matter, 
my  fowls  get  roupy  in  such  a  building. 

Well,  let  us  talk  it  over.  You  certainly  have  a 
warm  poultry  house— too  warm,  perhaps,  as  you 
have  four  inches  dead  air  space,  and  a  stove*. 
Your  birds,  however,  have  ventilation  from  the 
top,  which  explains  the  swollen  heads  and  eyes. 
You  keep  them  in  a  warm  place  on  the  floor,  with 
cold  draughts  coming  right  down  on  them  from 
above.  The  house,  if  it  has  plenty  of  sunlight, 
ought  to  be  warm  enough  without  fire.  You 
leave  the  ventilators  open  all  day,  while  you 
should  simply  open  them  for  ten  minutes  in  the 
morning  and  the  same  just  before  they  go  to 
roost.  Your  birds  are  kept  too  much  on  the  deli- 
cate hot-house  plan,  which  makes  them  tender. 
Avoid  the  cold  draughts  from  abose.. 
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April, 


Cf  P C  from  14  van.  prize-win'g fowls,  ducks,  tur-  j  T  BRAHMAS  and  Plymouth  Rocks.  13  Eggs  for  j  \\r  YANDOTTE  &  Langshan  Eggs,  prize-winning 
CUUOkeys,  etc., SI. 75  up.    F.  Morris,  Norway.  Pa.  1  J_J.  $1.50.      FRED.  L.  MARION,  Woburn,  Mass.     VV  stock;  eggs       13,  S3  p>  26.  Chicksfor  sale  iu  fall. 


LANGSHANS  and  Lt.  Brahma  eggs  for  sale,  $2.00 
per  13;  lead'gstr's.  W.B.  Potts. Canonsburg,  Pa. 

WYANDOTTE  EGGS  for  sale,  $1.00  per  13. 
L.  F.  BREN'SINGER,  Slatlngton,  Pa. 

"\f  /  TAS'S.W.  and  Stan. :  W. C.B.Pol.  Eggsonly 
VV  for  sale.  Rev.  F.H.  Parsons,  Union  Centre,  N.Y. 


Wyandotte  Eggs  $2  per  26,  also  B.  Turkey  and  P. 
Duck  eggs.  Cir.  J.  S.  Shoemaker,  Dakota,  111. 

Wyandottes  and  P.  Rocks:  specialties  on  separate 
farms;  egg  $2     set.  C.D.Smith,  Lancaster,  O. 

Albert  Christmax,  Zanesville,  O.,  breeder  of 
prize  White-&  Stan.  Wyandottes.   Circular  free. 


HIRE  P.  Ducks  per  pair  $2,  trio  Si.  75.  Eggs  $1.50 
per  18.   Mrs.  I.  L.  White,  Oneida,  Knox  Co.,  111. 


ANGSHANS— 1st  at  Boston  over  all  other.  Grand 
J  birds,  low  prices.  E,  P.  Kirby,  E.  Chatham,  N.  Y. 


w 


LEGHORNS— 1st  atBoston  and  Winsted,  strong 
competition.  E.  P.  Kirby,  E.  Chatham,  N.  Y. 


w 

E 

C 


YANDOTTES,  fine  stock.    Eggs  only  $1  per  13. 
ffii.  E.  Clark,  Box  352,  Bellows  Falls,  Yt. 

GGS  from  pure  S.  C.  B.  Leghs,  Wyan's,  L.  Brah- 
mas,  $2  per  13.    Geo.  Riley,  Black  River,  N.  Y. 

HO  ICE  Langshan  and  "Wyandotte  Eggs  81. 50,  P. 
Rocks  SI  per  13.        S.  MANGER,  Marsh,  Pa. 


W Leghorn  Eggs,  superior  laying  strain.  Price 
•  SI. 00  per  13.   D.  F.  Russell,  "West  Lenox,  Pa. 


P Rocks,  best;  13  eggs  S3.  Circulars.  I  want  to 
•  catch  your  eye.  Roscoe  C.Gates,  Canastota,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  ROCKS,  Wyandottes  and  P.  Cochin 
Eggs.      S.  H.  BEARDSLEY,  Zanesville,  O. 


FOR  SALE— A  few  settings  of  pure  P.Rock  eggs  SI 
per  13.   Miss  KATE  S.ALLEN,  Nantucket,  Mass, 

Broiler  Farm.— Houses,  Incubators  and  Brooders 
for  sale.   Dr.  Edw.  North,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

PURE  PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS  $2  per  13.  T.  COCK- 
BURN,  Jr.,  Canada  St.,  Hamilton,  Canada. 


G 


EO.  W.  MATHCES,  Media,  Pa.,  breeder  of 
Imp.  Langshans.    Eggs  $2  per  13;  chicks  in  fall. 


CPPC  I  Get  the  best:  Lt.  Brahma,  Langshan  and 
LUUO  !  White  Turkey.  Circular  free.  "W.  J. 
RENTOUL,  Peters  Nursery,  Wilmington,  Del. 


H 


H.  WELLS,  Claridon,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio.  15 
•  Pure  Brawn  Leghorn  Eggs  for  hatching,  90c. 

rHITE  WYANDOTTE  a,nd  White  Ply.  Rock 
Eggs  S3  per  13.   E.  E. SHEAR,  Coxsackie,  N . Y. 

'"yandottes,  L.Brahmas,  P. Ducks.  Eggs  81. 50 per 
13.  Cir.  free.  Griffith  &  Swank,  Johnstown,  Pa. 


D 


R.  John  W.  King,  Kent,  Ct.,  originator  Royal 
strain  W.  Legh's.   Legh's  and  Bran's  for  sale. 


CDAftllCU  I  13  EGGS  for  SI.  "Write  for  circular. 
OrHniOn  !  Arthur  L.  Glascock,  Maysville,  Ky. 


T 
B 

<3" 


OULOUSEEGGS$2per  set  of  9:  P.  Duck  Eggs, 
$1.25  per  doz.         Mary  Ridge,  Elwood,  111. 

LACK  SPANISH  —Powell's  Premium  Strain. 
Eggs  $1.50.    Frank  Hopping,  Hammonton,  N.J. 

W.  STONE,  Midway,  Ky.,  Bronze  Turkeys  and 
•  Aylesbury  Ducks.  All  birds  guar,  as  represented 


B 


LACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 


F 


REE— It  will  pay  you.to  send  to  F.  A.  Gray,  Red- 
wood Falls,  Minn.,  forhisiUus.  poultry  circular. 


B. 


C.  B.  Leghorns  and  "Wyand's.   Eggs  $2  per  13. 
Becker  Brothers,  Box  164,  St.  Clair,  Pa. 


DUCK  EGGS  from  Select  stock  81.50  per  15. 
'  'Maple  Farm  Poultry  Yards, ' '  Nappanee,  Ind. 


E 


GGS  $1.50  per  15.  Wyan.,P.Rs.,R.C.W.&B.  and 
S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.   W.  D.  Hall,  Wellington,  O. 


w. 


H 


LEGHORNS,  (Knapp& Jacobs  strain).  Eggs 
$1  per  13.    Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lansdale,  Pa. 


ARRY  ORAM,  Warsaw,  Ind.,  breeder  of  White 
Leghorns  only.  Write  for  circular  giving  prices. 


E 


GGS  from  flrst-classT'.  R's,  S.  C.B.Leg.  SI  per  13. 
R.  Ducks  81.50     11.    C.  L.  Martin,  Freeport.Hl. 


F! 
; 


OR  salecheap,  Holstead's  New  Centennial  Incub'r 
30oegg;  priceS25.  4847  Chestnut  St. ,  W.  Phila.,Pa. 


c. 


R.  S"WAIM,  Zionsvllle,  Ind.,  can  suit  you  in 
L.  Brahmas  and  B.  Leghorns.    Eggs  $2  per  13. 


HITE  Ply.  Rocks,  Wyan's,  Lang's  and  com'n 
Pigeons.  Eggs.  J.  D.  Wilson,  Rosemont,  N.J. 


E 


L.  FARMER,  Springfield,  Yt.,  breeder  of 
•  Langshan  fowls.    Eggs  S3  per  13,  or  85  per  26. 


T  ANGSHANS,  as  good  as  money  will  buy.  Eggs 
_I_J  $3  pet  setting,  2  setting  So.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed. F.  REICHARD,  Box  S24,  Huntington,  Ind. 


Legh's  exclu.  Eggs  for  sale  till  July  1st  at  $1 
•  per  13.   J.  M.  Brown,  Solon,  Johnson  Co., Ia. 


BUFF  COCHINS— Eggs  now.  Birds  scored  90  to 
96  points.    M.  J.  BARTON,  Jacksonville,  111. 


B 


C.  BR.  LEGHORNS.  Three  strains.  Eg 
.  $1.       A.  W.  COCHRAN,  Hammonton,  N. 


H. 


I..  SHELBY,  Reddick,  Illinois. 

Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry. 


Rock  Eggs,  82  per  13,  S3.50per  26;  L.  Brahmas, 
,  P.  Ducks$1.50set.W.P.Davis,Coopersdale.Pa. 


>EK  [N  DUCK  EGGS  $1.25  for  12:  $S  per  100.  EZRA 
COE,  Savannah,  Ga.,  care  Graham  &  Hubbell. 


DIRIGOS,  the  finest  white  fowls  yet  introduced. 
Eggs  S3  per  13.    W.  M.  Husted,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 


Sat. guaranteed.  M.  H.  LEIDY,  Blooming  Glen,  Pa. 

WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecoeurs,  recent 
•  importations;  "W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas.  Whitford,  Pa. 

CROSS-BBEDS.-EI.  Minorca  and  Langshan: 
also  W.  Minorca  and  Brahma.    Eggs  S3. 50  per 50, 
$6  per  100.       C.  M.  JORDAN,  Hammonton,  N .  J. 

T7VRANK  Ii.  WOLFF,  (Box  33)  Topeka,  Kan. 

JO  Send  stamp  and  receive  my  1887  cir.  of  L.  Brah- 
mas and  B.  Cochins.    Book  cash  orders  for  eggs  now. 

WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.    Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

AC.  RAPP,  Holland,  N.  J.,  breeder  of  Lang- 
•  shans,  Wyandottes,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  B.  Leg- 
horns, Knapp  strain,  W.  Leghorns.   Eggs  $1  per  13. 


HAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa., 
i  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 


LANGSHANS  and  Wyandottes  in  April  and  May 
only  $2  per  13.   JOHN  DENVER,  Iron  Hill,  Md. 


GGS  from  Langshans,  B.  Javas,  Wyandottes  and 
M.  B.  Turkeys.    M.  V.  GATES,  Zanesville,  O. 


E 


CHOICE  Wyandotte  and  S.  S.  Hamburg  Eggs  $2 
per  13,  S3  per  26.  I.  H.  Koch,  McKeansburg,  Pa. 


B 


ROWS  LEGHORN  EGGS  Sl-50  per  13,  S2.50per 
26,  S3  per  39.         ARTHUR  HILL,  Corry,  Pa. 


EGGS 


from  high  scor'g  S.  C.Brovtn  Leghorns. 
?1.50perl3.  Cir.  J.F.  Carter,  Elmira,N.Y. 


E 


GGS  from  high  class  Wyandottes  and  BigiB. Tur- 
keys.  Prices  low.  G.  W.  Stansbury,  Athens,  O. 


Langshans  &  Ayl.  Ducks.  Stock  1st  class.  EggsSl.50 
for  13,82.50  for  26.   G.  T.  Hoke,  Richview,  111. 


EGGS— P.  Rocks  and  B.  Leghorns,  SI  per  13.  No 
circular.   J.  P.  GATES,  Hickory  Valley,  Tenn. 


EO.  W.  SCHLOTT,  Canton,  O.,  breeds  high- 
class  Wyandottes  and  P.  Rocks.  Eggs  $1  per  13. 


B, 


C.  B.LEGHORN  eggs,  (Croffut  strain)  $1  per  13. 
W.  E.  BLODGETT,  Fitzwilliam  Depot,  N.  H. 


E 


GGS  from  heavy  weight  B.  B.  R.  and  Pit  Games. 
Write  for  wants.    R.  Briggs,  Kennedy,  N.  Y. 


K 


eshequa  Poultry  Yards,  Nunda,  N. Y..  Wyan's, 
S.and  R.C.B. Leg's.  Satisfaction  guar.  Write. 


"O  C.  B.  Leghorn  Eggs.  31.50  per  13:  P.  Duck  eggs 
XV.  $1  per  13.   M.  M.  BOTTORFF,  Vesta,  Indiana. 


HA.  BUMPUS,  De  Ruyter.N.  Y.,  breeds  Lang- 
•  shans,  W.  Wyandottes,  W .  Leghorns.  Write  me. 


Wyandotte  Fowls,  Eggs  82  per  13,  85  per  40,  from  A 
No.  1  prize  stock.    W.  R.  Teeter,  PIttston,  Pa. 


L Brahmas,  Wyandotte  and  P.  Duck  Eggs,  82  per 
•  setting.      M.  D.  Mulford,  Guide  Rock,  Neb. 


B 


lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


E 


GGS— L.  Brahmas,  P.  R's,R.C.B.&S.C.W.Leg- 
horns  $1 . 25  per  13.    W .  W .  Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa. 


angshans,  Wyandotte*.  R.C.W.  &B.  Leghorns,  P. 
1  Ducks.  List  free.  Prof.  C.Dunham,  Sycamore,  111. 


G: 
: 


EO.  RUTTER,  St.  Libory,  111.,  breeder  of  Lang- 
shans and  Plymouth  Rocks.   Eggs  82  per  setting. 


E 


GGS  for  hatching  in  Incu.,  S3  per  100;  good  hatch 
guaranteed.    G.  F.  Doolittle,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


K.  A.  JUDY.  EdwardsviUe,  III. 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  83.00  Per  Pair. 


H 


IGH  class  Wyandotte  and  L.  Brahma  Eggs,  82 
<P  13;  85  f,  39.    C.  N.  BRUCE,  Southville,  Mass. 


SUPERIOR  LT.  BRAHMAS.  Early  hatch,  large 
_  birds,  standard  markings,  for  sale,  also  Eggs.  Also 
fine  Wyandottes.    Ad'r,  J.  A.  Roberts, Malvern,  Pa. 


"I  VARIETIES— Before  purchasing  send  stamp 
_L  <J  for  large  descriptive  pamphlet,  heretofore  sold 
at  20c.   Consolidated  Fanciers,  Mt.  Vernon,  O. 


FOR  LIGHT  BRAHMAS  address, 
ELMER  E.  MUGG,  Dundee,  Mich. 
Eggs  $2.00  per  13,  $5.00  per  39. 


THOROUGHBRED  Br.  Turkeys  and  P.  Ducks. 
Eggs,  B.  T..  $1. 50  per  11;  DucksSl.OOper  set  of  13. 
Mrs.  G.  W.  HUFFSTETTER,  Vesta,  Clark  Co., Ind. 


WHITE    PLYMOUTH    ROCKS,  choice 
stock.    Eggs  Si  per  13.  So  per  26. 
W.  P.  >  ORRIS.  Monmouth,  Maine. 


H 


per  39 


OUDANS  EXCLUSIVELY-Two  choice  Breed- 
ing Pens.    Eggs  S2.00  per  13,  S3.50  per  26.  So. 00 
E.  L.  HUSTED,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 


P ROCKS  in  large  or  small  lots,  some  scored  by 
•  Pierce  at  Wheeling  offered.    EggsS2.50  per  13. 
PERLEY  PICKET,  Sarnesville,  Belmont  Co.,  O. 


EGGS  GIVEN  AWAY.— 14  varieties;  21  years  a 
breeder.    Send  for  catalogue;  prices  low;  stock 
toe  best.       J.  S.  MACOMBER,  St.  Charles,  Minn. 


E 


GGS.— Pure  stock,  White  Wyandottes,  R.  C.W. 
Leghorns  and  Langshans.   Send  for  prices. 

J.  A.  STINSON.  Day,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y 


T>  C.  White  Leghorns.  Eggs  SI  and  82  per  13. 
IV.  Won  1st  and  3  special  at  .Middlesex  show-. Chicks 
for  sale.      M.  C.  WASHBURN,  Tyngsboro',  Mass 


CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes. 
Eggs,  S3  per  13,  So  per  26,  86  per  39.  Send  for  circular. 


CONSOLIDATED  FANCIERS,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio.  A  "Sew  Department. "  Reduced  expenses 
and  reduced  prices,    .egr-  Stamp  for  large  pamphlet. 


PRIZE  Y&::  at  Great  Chicago  Show,  '86.  Owned 
byL.  E.  LINDELL,  Euglewood,  111.  Fine  breed- 
ing trio  for  $10.    Eggs  S3  per  13,  So  per  26. 


EUREKA  POULTRY  YARDS,  Lapeer,  Mich. 
C.  Turner,  Prop'r.    White  C.  and  W.  C.  B. 
Polish  a  specialty.   Eggs  for  hatching  S3  per  13. 


BL.  and  Rr.  Leghorns,  B.  Spanish  and  Lang- 
shans.   Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.    H.  A.  FULLER,  6  Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 


"1/"\R.C.  Leghorns:  pullets  $1.50  each,  cockerels 
JLU$leach.  Eggs  $1  per  13,  82  per  30.  GEORGE 
L.  FERRIS,  Prairie  Farm,  Five  Corners,  N.  Y. 


LANG'S  EXCLU.  —The  two  most  famous  strains  in 
the  country,  Halladay  and  Seaman's  Pure  Croad. 
Eggs  $2. 50  per  set .   W.  E.  BRYANT,  Petersburg,  111. 

JR.  STILES, Clayton,  Mien. 
•  High-class  Wyandottes  exclusively.   Eggs,  1 
setting,  $1.50;  2  or  more  settings,  one  order,  $1  each. 


BComb  White  and  Brown  Leghorns;  also  Light 
•  Comb  Brown  and  P.  Rock  eggs  for  hatching, 
$1.00  per  13.  WM.  M.  COE;  Oxford,  N.  Y. 


EGGS  from  best  strains,P.  Rocks,  L.  Brahmas,  P. 
Cochins,  Wyandottes,  W.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks 
$1.50  per  13.       E.  B.  JONES,  Mount  Holly,  N.  J. 


L Brahma,  Wyandotte  and  P.  Rock  eggs  $2  per  13. 
*  Mrs.  J.  L.  PARKER,  Tracy  City,  Tenn.  One 
breeding  pen  of  Wyandottes,  5  hens,  l  cockerel,  $12. 


E 


GGS  FOR  HATCHING . — S.  S.  Hamburg  and  S. 
C.  B.  Leghorn  Eggs  $1  per  13. 

MRS.  J.  L.  W  HITE,  Oneida,  Knox  Co.,  111. 


WHITE  PLY.  ROCK  EGGS,  and  other  popular 
varieties;  also  small  fruit  plants;  prices  low, 
send  for  cir.     L.  F.  OSBURN,  Jacksontown,  Ohio. 


FANCY  POULTRY— High-class  fowls  only.  Eggs 
from  all  leading  varieties:  agent  for  best  hatcher 
known.  Circu.  E.J.  Chandler,  Kennett  Square,  Pa. 


EGGS 


for  hatching  from  pure  stock,  P.  Rock  and 
Imp.  P.  Duck,  at  $1.25  per  setting. 

R.  E.  MeCLELLAN,  Christiana,  Pa. 


D 


OGS— Newfoundland,  Shepherds,  Pugs,  Poodles. 
Scotch  Terriers,  Maltese  Kittens. 

FANCIERS'  AGENCY,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


PLY.  ROCKS,  pure-bred  stock.   Cockerels  $1  to 
$2.    Eggs  $lper  setting,  for  incubating  $3.50  per 
100.     E.  B.  KETCHAM,  South  Haven,  Michigan. 


FOR  81.— 13  Wyandotte,  Langshan,  L.  Brahma,  P. 
Rock,  6  T.  Geese,  6  B.  Turkeys  or  9  ?.  Duck 
eggs.     M.  J.  ISRAEL,  Beallsville,  Monroe  Co.,  O. 


WEIANT  BROTHERS,  Newark,  Ohio,  breeders 
of  Grand  W.  F.  B.  Spanish;  2  yards  mated  for 
1887.    Eggs  $2  per  13.   Sat'nguar.   Send  for  circular. 


WHITE  PLY.  ROCKS,  Light  Brahmas  and  Ply. 
Rocks.  Eggs  for  hatching.  Send  stamp  for  cir- 
cular. Win.  P.  Leggett,  Sal  t  Point,  Duchess  Co. ,  N.  Y. 


ONLY  One  Dollar  per  Setting.    Eggs  from  prize- 
winning  L.Brahmas,  R.C.W.&B. Leghorns  and 
Wyandottes.   M.D.Branday,  Whitney's  Point.  N.Y. 


"YYTYAXDOTTES,  Partridge  Cochins,  B.  Leg- 
W  horns,  W.  F.  B.  Spanish.   Eggs  $1.50  to  $2  per 
13.  Send  for  circular.    E.  C.  LINN,  Monmouth,  111. 


WHITE  LEGHORN  EGGS   S2  PER  13. 
Parent  stock  from  best  vards  in  the  country. 
C.  D.  HAMILTON,  Weedsport,  ST.  Y. 


DARK  BRAHMAS  Fine  American  stock,  eggs  $1 

T.  IV.  LUDLOW,  Voukcrs,  JT.  Y. 


1887. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


•2u3 


W. 

E 


W.  McCANN,  Sbipman,  111. 

P.  E.,Wy&..,  B.  Leghorns.  v  Eggs  S2  to  S3. 

GGS  from  Choice  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks,  Lt.  and 
Dark  Brahmas,  82  for  13,  ?3  for  26.  Birds  for  sale. 
F.  E.  BACON,  Harvard  St.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

P ROCKS  and  "Wyandottes  for  sale.    Write  for 
•  prices.   Satis,  guar'td.    Special  Ex.  rates.  C. 
B.  FANT,  Wright  City,  Mo.  EggsS2  per  13,  $5  per  39. 

IF  you  want  to  see  the  South  through  a  Northern 
man's  eves,  send  25c.  for  a  year's  subscription  to 
The  Little'Gem  Advertiser,  Churchland,  Virginia. 

"TTTYANDOTTES  exclusively :  bred  from  pedigree 
VV  stock  of  leading  strains.    Eggs  S2  per  13,  ¥3.50 
per  26,  ¥5  per  39.     F.  A.  POWERS,  INorwalk,  Ohio. 

BLACK  MINORCAS  from  best  imported  stock. 
Eggs  S3  per  13,  ¥5per26,  Wyandottes  $1.50  per  13. 
Address,  ROB'TSUTOR,  Brady,  Pa. 

WYANDOTTES  exclusively,  very  fine  stock,  not 
inbred.-   Eggs  SI. 25  per  set.,  2  or  more  set's.  31. 
T.  B.  Thompson,  Warrior's  Mark,  Hunt'dn  Co., Pa. 

Dlirr  PftPUIIi  Fowls  and  Eggs.  Send  2c.  stamp 
DUrr  liUbniro  for  beautiful  illustrated  circular. 
T.  F.  McGREW,  Jr.,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

INCUBATORS  Se1o'U?e0ss00  ir  Clrcular 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

BANTAMS.— J.  G.  Darlington,  53d  and  Media 
Sts.,  Phila.,  Pa.,  has  for  sale  a  few<B.  B.  Red" 
and  Silver  Duckwing  Game  Bantams.    Good  birds. 

T  T.  BRAHMA  and  P.  Rocks;  eggs  for  sale.  Also 


low. 


Scotch  Collie  Shepherd  Dogs:  line  stock,  prices 
CHAS.  T.  DOWNING,  Westchester,  Pa. 


LT.  Brahma  Eggs  82  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.    Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm;  15 
leading  varieties  laud  and  water  fowls.    P.  C.  Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.    I.  A.  Alge,  Kirksville,  Mo. 


Hillside  Poultry'  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggsfor hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  N  orfolk,  Neb. 

EGGS  from  high-class  stock  SI  per  13,  W.  C.  B. 
Polish.  W. F.B.Spanish.  L. Brahmas,  P.  Rocks, 
Wyanes,  R.and  S.C.  W.and  B.Legh'sand  P.  Ducks. 
Satisfac.  guaran.     S.  N.  Staples,  Myrickville,  Mass. 


DALBEY  BROS.,  Washington.  C.  H.,  O.,  breed 
15  kinds  land  and  water  fowls  and  nets.  Grand 
Wyandottes,  20  birds  scored  by  Chas.MeClave,  aver'g 
92>£:  111.  cir.  free.  Eggs  from  prize  winners  82  perl3. 


E 


GGS  for  hatching  from  Langshans  (Halladay) 
fW van's  (Dakin),  P. Rocks  (Corbin  &  Essex)  S.C. 
B.Leg'h's  (Borney),  Rankin's  Imp.  P.  Ducks,  §1.50 
per  set.  J.  W .  Granger,  89  W  illis  Ave. ,  Detroit,  Mich . 

BL.  SPANISH.— Eggs  for  sale  from  prize  win- 
ners at  N.  Y.,  82,  or  30  eggs  S4,  3  set.  85.  Also 
young  stock.  Brown  Leghorn  eggs,  SI. 25  per  setting. 
THOS.  POWELL,  33d  and  Melon  Sts.,  Philada.,  Pa. 


nrNMPR  Pfll  J.  A.  BAILEY  &  CO.,  Vet- 
UCHV  til,  uUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B .  Leghorns .  Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886.  Eggs#3%U3;  $5"$26. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  JAVAS,  PLY. 
BOCKS,  DIRIGOS, Coming  fowlsof  Amer- 
ica.   Eggs,  S3  and  SI  per  13:  85  and  S7  per  26. 

DR.  WM.  M.  JOHNSON,  Venango,  Pa. 


AT  A^  BARGAIN.— On  account  of  long  move, 
our  entire  stock  of  Lang's,  Wyan.,  W.  Cochins, 
best  strains  in  this  country:  also  Incubators  and  two 
Dakin  Brooders  &  Bone  Mill.  H.T.  Holden,  Keota,  la. 


BEACH  MINORCAS  A  SPECIALTY.  Large 
flock,  can  ship  eg"^  same  day  they  are  laid:  also 
P.Rock,  P. Cochin,  L.  Brahma,  Wyandotte,  Langshan 
eggs.  Riverside  Poultry'  Co. ,  La  Salle,  N  iag.  Co . ,  N .  Y . 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING.— L.  Brahmas,  P. 
Rocks,  P.  Cochins, P.  Ducks,  W.  C.  B.  Polish, 
all  pure  bred.    Eggs  SI  to  S2  per  setting. 

I.  O.  BARTLETT,  Lancaster,  Grant  Co.,  Wis. 


CROSS-BRED  EGGS,  mixed  Cochin  hens  crossed 
with  pure  Wyandotte  and  S.  S.  Hamburgcocks. 
Eggs  50c.  per  set:  good  P.  R's60c,  pure  S.S.Hamb's 
SI  set.    Henry  Martin,  Canton,  McPherson  Co.,  Kan. 


eggs: 


>  from  13  varieties,  Minorcas  included,  fine 
b«uJ  poultry;  prices  low.  I  will  give  one  pen  B. 
Leghorns  for  largest  orderduring  hatch  season.  Cir- 
cular free.         JOHN  CASSIDY,  Mt.  Carmel,  Ky. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING-Pure  bred  Langshans,  P. 
Rocks,  Grey  Dorkings,  R.  C.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg- 
horns, L.  Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks.  Ad'r  "Secretary 
Hammonton  Poultry  Assoet'n,  "  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

TTIOR  SALE-  Eggs  from  2  yards  each  of  as  fine 
JJ  Plymouth  Rock  and  Langshan  fowls  as  there  is  in 
America.  Send  for  new  circular. 

H.  A.  BBADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 

PEHXN  J)  I  I  KS  AND  WYANDOTTES. 
Eggs  for  hatching  from  first-class  stock,  §1.50 
per  dozen,  ¥2.50  per  two  dozen,  SS  per  100  eggs. 
Box  314.     A.  H.  ELDREDGE,  Spencer,  Mass. 

LEGHORNS.— S.  C.W.  (KnappBros.  celebrated 
stock)  scoring,  pen  av.  SbH,  S3  per  13,  85  per  26: 
S.  S.  Hamburgs  and  P.  Rocks  ¥2  per  13,  $3  per  26. 

L.  F.  KEEBAFGH,  Hannibal,  3lo. 


FOR  SALE:— Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas,  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  Langshans,   White  and  Brown 
Leghorns.   82  per  setting. 
EBER  BLODGETT  &  CO.,  Charleston,  S.C. 


HIGH-CLASS  BBOWN  LEGHORNS.  93^, 
average  score  94^.  Eggs  from  these  grand 
yards  ¥2  and  S3  per  setting;  lair  hatch  guaranteed. 
Express  paid.  H.  I.  MORSE,  Olney,  HI. 


FOR  SALE.— Eggs  from  choice  Light  Brahmas, 
Ply.  Rocks,  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  W".  andB. 
Leghorns,  Houdans,  Silver  Polish  and  T. Geese.  Send 
for  circular.       Geo.  Fredricksox,  La  Porte,  Ind. 


High-class  Poultry  &  Pigeons,  prize  Langshans, 
Wyandottes,  P. Rocks,  Javas,  Legh'ns,  Houdans, 
!  Polish,  Ducks  and  Turkeys.  Get  the  best.  Prices  rea- 
;  sonable.  Eggs  a  specialty,  82  for  13.  Send  stamp  for 
|  illus.  circular.    R.  Vaxderhoven,  Railway,  N.  J. 

VALLEY  STOCK  AND  POULTRY  FARM. — 
Pol.  China  Hogs,  B.  Turkeys,  P.  Ducks  and  all 
the  most  popular  varieties  of  Chickens.  A  lot  of  fine 
cockerels  to  be  sold  very  low.  Eggs  in  new  baskets, 
warranted  fresh,  at  prices  to  suit  the  times.  2c.  stamp 
for  circu.    D.  B.  Showalter,  Dale  Enterprise,  Va. 


SA.  BROWN,  Okemos,  Ing.  Co.,  Mich.,  breeder 
•  of  pure  Light  Brahmas,  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg- 
horns and  Black  Cochins.  Eggs  per  setting  §1.50,  ¥2 
and  $1.    Orders  booked  now  for  spring  shipments. 

DUCK  EGGS  in  any  quantity  to  fill  incubators. 
White  China  Geese  Eggs,  7  for  ?1;  first-class 
Wyandottes  ¥1  per  13:  P.  Rocks  75c.  per  13. 

C.  F.  CROWELL  &  BRO.,  May's  Landing,  N.  J. 


Bich'd  Young. Morton, Pa.,  importer  and  breeder 
of  high-class  L.  and  D.  Bra's,  W..B1.,  B.andP. 
Cochins,  B .  and  W .  M  inorcas,  P .  Rocks,  Wyan '  s,  Langs 
Legh's,  Polish  Bantams,  Ducks  and  Turkeys.  Eggs. 

ELM  PLAIN  POULTRY  YARDS.— Eggs  from  L. 
Brahmas  and  P.  Rocks  of  leading  strains,  S3  per 
13,  85  per  26.   Also  75  fine  P.  Rock  cockerels. 

Z.  L.  BEEBEE,  Onondaga  Valley,  N.  Y. 

HIGH-CLASS  Laced  Wyandotte  Eggs $1.50 perl3, 
S2.50  per  26,  ¥3  per  39.  R.  and  S.  C.  Wh.  and  Br. 
Leghorns,  Houdans,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  Lang- 
shans.    Eggs?!  for  13.    L.  S.  SMITH,  Lisle,  N.  Y. 


T3UGGLES  POULTRY  CLUB,  Pure-bred  Poultry. 
XV  Brah's,  Coch's.  Legh's,  Lang's,  Wyand's,  P. 
Rocks.  Houd's,  Bantams,  Turkeys,  Geese  and  Ducks. 
Eggsfor  sale.  J.  H.  McElHinney,  Sec'y,  Ruggles,  O. 


BUFF  COCHIN  and  Pekin  Bantam  Eggs.  Buff 
Cochin  of  the  McGrew  &  Conners  strain,  S3  per 
13,  P.  Bantams  ¥5  per  13.  Pure-blooded  B. Cockerels 
at  fair  rates.      WM.  G.  PRESCOTT,  Quincy,  Mass. 


WYANDOTTES,  beautifully  laced— scored  90,  92 
and  95.   Fresh  Eggs  ¥1.50  for  13,  ¥2.50  for  26.  R. 
C.  BTown  Leghorn  eggs  same  price. 

A.J.  FOUCH,  Warren,  Pa. 


WH.  JOHNSON,  Mineral  Ridge,  O. 
•  Wyandotte  eggs  S3  per  13,  So  for  2<i,  from  stock 
that  scored  at  Youngstown,  O.,  1886,  95)^,  95,  94>£,  94, 
94,  93%,  93,  93,  92^,  32%.    Send  for  circular  and  see 
my  record. 


EGGS  from  best  champion  Light  and  Dark  Brah- 
mas and  P.. Rocks,  82  per  13.  Also  breeder  of 
pure  P.  C.  Swine;  best  strains,  all  ages.  Write.  S. 
HUBER,  Bluffton,  O.    Chicks  after  Sept.  1st. 


MAPLE  FARM  POULTRY  YARDS,  Jackson 
Junction,  Winneshiek  Co.,  Ia.  P.Rock  eggs 
Slforl3,R.C.  Ply.  R's  eggs  ¥.1.50  for  13.  Make  postal 
notes  and  money  orders  on  Yv  ancoma, Ia.  E.J.Casey. 


AE.  RICH,  Janesville,  Wis., breeder  of  Wyan- 
•  dottes,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  P.  Cochins,  S.  C.  B. 
Leghorns  and  G.  S.  Crested  Polish.  First-class  stock 
only .  Send  stamp  for  illustrated  circular. 


HB.  HAMMOND,  Chardon.  O.—  Wyandottes,  S. 
•  C.  White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  Pekin  Ducks. 
Eggs  $1.50  per  15,  82.50  per  30:  Ducks ?1. 25 per  15,  every 
Attn  setting  free.   Photo  of  poultry  house  with  order. 


A VALUABLE  BOOK— Ou  Plans  for  constructing 
9  sizes  of  Incubators.  Moisture  Apparatuses,  In- 
formation on  incubation,  Heat  Regulators,  Egg  Turn- 
ers, etc.  5c. in  stamps.  J.  W.  Hile,  Valley  Falls,  Kan. 


WC  R  QPANIQUI  23  > ears  J-  BENNETT, 
.  r.  D.  OrHHIOn!  Sunman.  Bipley  Co., 
Ind.  ¥2  per  13,  So  per  39.  No  circulars,  etc.  Only 
breeders  left.   No  reply  without  stamp. 

A BAG  WELL,  Sharp,  Ky.,  Light  Brahmas, 
•  Langshans,  P.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes, 
Houdans,  W.&B.  Leghorns,  P. Ducks  and T.  Geese. 
Eggs  from  prize  winners  $1.50,  others  81. 

CW.  IDELL,  Commission  Merchant  in  Fruit, 
•  Pork,  Poultry,  Nuts,  Eggs,  etc.,  333  Washing- 
ton street,  (near  Harrison)  New  York.  Special  at- 
tention to  fruits.    Stencils  furnished  on  application. 

TV/TRS.  L.W.  HUNGERFORD,  Painesville,  O.,  has 
jyjL  Wy&::,  Imp.  W.  F.  B.  Spanish,  S. C.W.  and  B. 
and  R.  C.  B.  Legh.,  L.  Brahma, W.  C.  B.Polish,  P. 
R's,  Langs,  S.S.  Hamb,P.  D'ks.  Eggsl3 S1.50,  26 $2. 

(S.  C.  W.  and  B.)  exclusively. 
Scoring  94  to  97.    Eggs  only  S2. 
Circulars  free.    Order  early. 
GEM  POLLTKY  YABDS,  Cbardon,  Obio. 


LEGHORNS 


OAKWOOD  POULTRY  FARM— 1st  at  Baltimore, 
Gold  Medal  at  Atlanta;  30  prizes  this  season. 
Circular,  16  pages,  10  beautiful  illustrations,  finest  in 
the  world,  two  2c.  stamps. 

Office,  1920  G  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

POULTRY  FANCIERS  and  Egg  Shippers  send  for 
circulars  and  price-list  for  safest  way  to  ship  eggs 
for  both  setting  and  for  market.  Highest  award  at 
Mass.  Poultry  Exhibition  for  shipping  eggs. 

ELLIOTT  BOX  CO,  52KeltySt.,  Boston. 


TDE  ROSSITEK.  Erie,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Games, 
JL  high-stationed,  heavy-weight  exhibition  B.  B. 
Reds,  Red  Pyle,  silver  Duckwings,  Tait  Claiborns, 
Belfast  Reds  and  crosses .  All  farm  raised.  Only  good 
specimens  sold.  Eggs  $2. 50  per  13.  Fowls  for  sale. 


LIGHT  BBAHMAS.  — For  sale,  5  cockerels, 
brothers  to  prize  winners  at  Philadelphia.  Heavy 
leg  feathering.  20  years  experience.  Nothing  but 
Brahmas.  B.  Warrixgton,  L.  B.2,  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.  Reference,  P.  H.  Jacobs.   Eggs  ready. 

DUCK  EGGS  SI. 50  PER  11.— Aylesbury,  Pekin, 
Rouen  and  Cayuga.  Light  Brahmas,  (Fletchei 
and  Ward  strain),  D.  Brahmas,  (Williams)  P.Rocks, 
(Upham),W.  Leghorns,  (Smith).  Eggs  ¥2  per  13.  G. 
L.  Wadswortii,  89  Quincy  Market,  Boston,  Mass.' 


WN.  CBOFFUT,  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
•  Veteran  breeder  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb 
Brown  Leghorns  and  White  Wyandottes.  B.Leg- 
horn Eggs  ¥3  per  13,  85  per  26;  W.  Wyandotte  So  per 
13.    Send  stamp  for  circular  and  mention  this  paper. 


CP  PC  from  Black  Minorcas,  83.50  per  13,  R.  C.  B. 
CUud  Leghorns.  W.  Polish,  P.  Rock,  Langshans, 
Bl.  Leghorns,  Wyan.,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Ducks.  82per 
13;  Trios  of  Langshans  ¥5.  Nearly  300  premiums  past 
2  years.  A.  F.  WILLIAMS,  Bristol.  Ct. 

PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders.  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm, ' '  Garretford,  Pa. 

TOPEKA  WYANDOTTE  YARDS.— Bleeder 
of  Golden,  White  and  Laced  Wyandottes.  Laced 
Wyandotte  Eggs  for  sale.  Pen  No.  1,  84:  No.  2, 
¥2.50  per  13.    Chicks  for  sale  after  September  15. 

A.  GANDY,  206  Kansas  Ave.,  Topeka,  Kan. 


LEGHORNS,  Rose  Comb  White,  Single  Comb 
White,  Rose  Comb  Brown,  Single  Comb  Brown. 
Specimens  as  perfect  as  any  breeder  has  attained. 
Birds  in  my  yards  f  <  >r  1887  scored  by  Felch  and  Bicknell 
from  94  to  h»\4  points.    Eggs  SI. 50  per  13.  Circulars. 
CHANNING  SMITH,  Chariton,  Iowa. 


OSE  FARM  POULTRY  YARDS— Stock  the  best 
the  land  affords.  Eggs  this  spring  from  choice 
strains  of  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  S.  C.  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Plymouth  Rocks  and  Light  Rrahmas  82.00  per 
single  setting.  Circular  and  price  list  of  Fowls,  Sup- 
plies and  Eggs  free.  Address, 

EDMUND  DICKEY,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

EXCELSIOR   PLYMOUTH  ROCKS! 

Champions  of  the  East  and  West !  Grand  success  at 
Meriden,  Ct.,  in  competition  with  the  best  of  New 
England.  A  sweeping  Record  of  victory  at  Atlanta, 
Ga. ,  winning  the  highest  honors  from  the  pick  of  the 
West  and  South.  New  price  list,  illustrated  with 
original  cuts  by  Lee.  Send  for  it.  Eggs  from  prize 
winners  that  will  produce  prize  winners,  ¥1  per  13,  $T 
per  26,  $10  per  39.  Corres.  cheerfully  answered. 
SCF/DDER  «fc  TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.  Y. 

CI  nn  R.C.B.  and  White  Leghorns,  Wyan-  I  Ofl 
J)I.UU  dottes,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  Ply. Rocks.  4>I.UU 
B.  B.  Reds,  Heathwoods,  Derbys,  Piles  and  Irish 
Gray  Gaines,  Pekin,  Rouen  and  Cayuga  Ducks  Eggs 
at  ¥1  per  13;  W.  Wyan's  ¥3  per  13,85  per  26:  W.  Geor- 
gian Games  and  W.  P.  Rocks  *2  per  13:  Turkeys,  $3. 

C.  D.  SMITHi  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 


PRESTON'S  WYANDOTTES! 

20  Snperb  Breeding  Pens. 
EGGS  83.00  PER  13;  $5.00  PER  26. 


EGGS  from  the  finest  of  Langshans,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  Brown  Leghorns  at  ¥2  per  13, 
85  per  39.  Mammoth  circular  free.  If  you  want  a 
grand  poultry  book  with  3  full-page  chromos  send  50 
cents  for  Preston's  Wyandotte  Gazette  to 

GEO.  A.  PRESTON,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 


BW.  SABGENT  *  SOS.  Poultry  Fanciers 
•  and  Importers  Langshans.  Eggs  reduced  to  S3 
per  setting.  Our  W.  and  Bl.  Minorcas  have  won  94 
prizes  in  the  U.  S.  the  past  show  season,  30  of  them  at 
Boston.  Our  Courtes,  Pattes  an  La  Fleche  are  all 
prize  winners.  If  you  wish  information  send  for  cir- 
culars and  prize  list.  We  do  not  claim  the  best  birds, 
hut  claim  the  Minorca  prize  record  this  season .  York- 
shire  Terriers.  Kittery,  Maine. 


COD  CHI  Tl  Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Bl. 
rUn  OHLC!  and  B.  Coebins,  P.  Books.  B. 
Leghorns,  Langshans:  all  first-class  stand- 
ard young  stock.  Eggs  for  Hatching.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
gains in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  any  of 
them.     W.  H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111. 


TOLEDO  POULTRY  YARDS 


JOHN  P.  GAHAN, 
Toledo,  -:- 


Lt.Brahmas 
Langshans.  P. 
1  Rocks.  High- 
scoring  birds  my 
delight.  Send  for 
price  list  and  cir- 
Ohio.  cular  free. 


GEO.  F.  COLBY,  TOLEDO,  O.,  breeder  of 
high-class  Wyandottes.  (Wier  &  Drake)  and 
Plymouth  Rocks,  ( Pitkin,  Conger  and  Christian). 
Eggs,  S2.00  Per  Setting,  warranted  pure,  fresh 
and  to  arrive  safe.  '  BLBDS  FOB  SALE.  Inspec- 
tion and  correspondence  solicited. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association, 

A  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the 
Sherman  House,  Chicago,  Feb.  12,  1887. 

President,  Pitkin  in  the  chair  who  stated  the 
object  of  the  meeting. 

About  thirty  (30)  members  of  the  Association 
were  present  and  a  general  good  feeling  was  ex- 
pressed by  all  in  regard  to  the  coming  exhibition 
in  November  next. 

It  was  decided  that  the  3d  Annual  Exhibition 
should  be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Illinois 
State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

The  name  of  the  association  was  changed  from 
"The  Chicago  Poultry  Association"  to  "The 
American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association." 

A  committee  of  live  was  appointed  to  formulate 
a  plan  and  submit  it  to  an  adjourned  meeting,  to 
be  held  Feb.  19th.  The  committee  consisted  of 
Geo.  T.  Pitkin,  Chicago,  Chas.  Woodward,  Evans- 
ton,  111.,  Theo.  Worland,  Chicago,  C.  S.  Cutting, 
Palatine,  111.,  and  F.  M.  Munger,  DeKalb,  111. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  (Feb.  19th)  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  cash  prizes  was  presented,  and 
adopted  by  the  association : 

To  incubator  hatching  largest  per  cent,  of  living 
chicks  from  200  eggs,  $100,  2d  largest,  $50. 

Largest  number  of  chicks  scoring  over  90 
points,  all  varieties  combined,  not  less  than  25 
birds  to  score  90  points  or  over  $50,  2d  prize,  not 
less  than  10  birds,  $25. 

For  5  best  Light  Brahmas  scoring  90  points  or 
over.  $10,  same  on  all  varieties. 

For  best  breeding  pen  Light  Brahmas,  $10,  2d 
$5,  same  on  all  varieties. 

Also  good  cash  specials  for  best  brooder,  best 
display  of  poultry  supplies,  packages  of  eggs  for 
shipment,  brood  coops,  shipping  coops,  etc. 

There  will  also  be  a  large  display  of  eggs  and 
dressed  poultry  for  which  liberal  cash  prizes  will 
be  offered. 

The  association  decided  that  the  exhibitors 
must  furnish  their  own  coops.  The  entry  fee  on 
each  specimen  25  cents.  Entry  fee  on  each  in- 
cubator, $5,  and  the  one  that  hatches  the  great- 
est percentage  of  eggs  will  be  the  prize  incuba- 
tor of  the  show. 

The  association  were  highly  honored  by  the 
presence  of  the  following  members  of  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture:  Hon.  J.  Irving  Pierce, 
Hon.  Samuel  Dysart,  Hon.  M.  A.Morse,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Reed,  new  Supt.  of  the  Poultry  Department 
of  State  Board ;  all  of  whom  made  very  compli- 
mentary speeches  to  the  association  for  their 
efficient  management  of  the  last  exhibition,  and 
for  the  grand  display  of  poultry  at  the  "  Great 
Fat  Stock  Show"  by  the  fanciers  and  breeders. 

The  manner  in  winch  the  State  Board  appre- 
ciated the  above  exhibition  may  be  judged  by 
their  adopting  the  above  list  (to  be  paid  by  them) 
as  presented  by  our  association,— at  their  regular 
meeting,  March  1,  1887. 

The  American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association 
are  working  on  a  solid  basis,  and  propose  to  hold 
the  largest  and  grandest  poultry  show  ever  wit- 
nessed in  America. 

Brother  fanciers  and  breeders  send  in  your 
names  and  join  us.  Membership  fee  $1. 

Yours  fraternally,        F.  M.  Munger. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


The  Poulter. 

The  Poulter,  published  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
by  J.  J.  Fultz,  is  a  live  paper,  and  it  means  to 
stay.  Its  editor  keeps  a  close  watch  on  passing 
an  a  coming  events,  especially  when  they  cast 
their  "shadows  before,"  and  hence  gets  out  a 
lively  and  interesting  poultry  paper,  a  sample  of 
which  he  sends  to  all  who  so  desires.  It  is  50 
cents  a  year,  but  if  our  reader  will  send  us  75 
cents,  we  will  send  the  Poulter  one  year,  and 
throw  in  the  Poultry  Keeper  as  good  measure. 
It  is  a  cheap  offer.  For  41.00  we  will  send  the 
Poulter,  with  the  Poultry  Keeper  and  Poultry 
Chum  to  keep  it  company. 


Can  1200  Chicks  be  Kept  Together, 

Mr.  C.  M.  B.,  of  Pittsburg,Pa.,  puts  a  few  ques- 
tions to  us  which  our  readers  should  carefully 
peruse.  He  says : 

"Can  you  put  1200  chicks  in  a  house  heated  by 
steam,  with  a  floor  space  of  1000  square  feet,  and 
with  the  best  of  care  and  feed,  and  have  them 
grow  at  the  rate  of  a  half  oz.  every  24  hours, 
and  weigh  2  lbs.  at  the  end  of  64  days?  And 
ought  the  feed  to  cost  over  6  cents  for  every 
pound  of  poultry?  Please  answer  in  your  next 
issue  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  the  best  poultry 
paper  on  top  of  earth." 

Over  1200  chicks  have  been  raised  in  a  house 
10x60,  at  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  which  is  only  600 
square  feet.  The  little  yards,  however,  were 
16x60,  or  960  feet.  Our  correspondent  expects 
too  much,  however,  in  growth.  The  chicks  men- 
tioned weighed  two  pounds  in  ten  weeks,  which 
is  as  high  as  one  should  expect  in  weight  for  that 
period.  The  cost  for  feed  is  about  five  cents  per 
pound  of  broiler  for  feed ;  but  allowing  for  in- 
terest on  capital,  labor,  feed,  and  all  expenses, 
the  cost  is  about  10  cents  for  each  pound  of 
broiler. 


Black  in  the  Feather  of  the  Back. 

Mr.  Pierce  says  that  since  the'revision  of  1883 
(which)  a  corrected  edition  was  issued  in  1886, 
which  seems  rather  late  in  the  day  for  those  who 
are  $1.00  out  of  pocket,  but  he  states  that  "black 
feathers  on  the  back  must  be  considered  collec- 
tively, and  that  he  would  not  disqualify  for  one 
feather,  or  for  two  feathers,  but  for  a  collection 
of  defective  feathers."  So  far  "collectively"  is 
good  to  bridge  over  with,  but  collectively,  or  a 
"collective  sense,"  as  he  terms  it,  means  all. 
Hence  a  white  hen  must  have  a  black  back-to  be 
disqualified.  Stretch  the  India-rubber  standard 
in  any  direction,  and  the  moment  the  hold  is 
loosened  it  flies  back  to  hit  the  hand  that  holds 
it.  Now  we  can  breed  spotted  Brahmas  without 
fear  of  disqualifycation.  If  collectively  fits  in 
one  place  it  ought  to  fit  in  another.  If  one  or 
two  black  feathers  are  nothing,  then  we  can 
spot  the  whole  back.  If  each  black  feather  is 
cut  half  a  point  then  12  feathers  knocks  off  the 
back.  That  won't  work,  Pierce.  How  about  one 
white  feather  on  the  toe  of  the  Langshan. 


How  to  Feed  and  Care  for  Poultry, 

A.  H.  GOFF,  TRIUMPH,  OHIO. 

I  see  a  good  many  letters  in  the  P.  K.  asking 
which  breed  is  best,  how  t>>  feed  and  care  for 
poultry,  and  a  good  many  other  questions  about 
the  poultry  yard.  I  thought  I  might  write  and 
tell  your  many  readers  how  I  feed  and  care  for 
mine.  First— I  have  my  poultry  house 'made 
quite  warm,  by  lining  it  with  tarred  paper,  and 
well  lighted  by  windows  in  the  south  and  east 
sides.  The  roosting  boards  are  three  feet  above 
the  floor,  with  the  perches  one  foot  above  them. 
The  house  has  a  tight  board  floor,  upon  which  I 
keep  a  litter  of  straw  or  chaff.  After  my  hens 
have  gone  to  roost  (after  dark)  I  take  some 
wheat,  oats,  or  other  small  grain,  and  scatter 
among  the  litter.  This  is  for  their  morning  feed, 
for  which  they  begin  to  scratch  as  soon  as  it  is 
light  in  the  morning,  which  gives  them  the  exer- 
cise they  need  at  the  time  they  ought  to  have  it. 
About  ten  o'clock  I  feed  them  a  warm  mush, 
well  seasoned  with  salt  and  pepper,  which  I  find 
they  have  a  good  appetite  for.  After  the  morn- 
ing exercise  this  is  followed  by  their  water,  and 
if  the  weather  is  pleasant  I  let  them  out  of  doors, 
but  if  it  is  cold  or  stormy  I  leave  them  in  the 
house.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I 
give  them  a  feed  of  corn,  and  shut  them  up  for 
the  night.  This  plan  gives  me  the  most  satis- 
faction of  any  I  have  tried  during  my  twelve 
years'  experience  as  a  poultry  breeder.  And 
now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  you  think  this  worth  its  space 
in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  (which  I  consider  as 
good,  if  not  the  best  poultry  journal  published) 
publish  it.  If  not,  I  would  consider  it  a  favor  if 
you  will  return  it  to  me. 

[Can't  afford  to  return  it,  Friend  Goff.  Too 
valuable,  even  if  late  appearing.— Ed.] 


A  White  Wyandotte  Clnb. 

The  boom  of  the  white  breeds  is  "booming," 
and  now  a  "White  Wyandotte  Club  has  been 
formed,  the  following  being  the  officers : 
President,  B.  M.  Briggs,  Wyanale,  N.  Y.  ;  First 
Vice-President,  F.  A.  Houdlette,Waltham,Mass. ; 
Second  Vice-President,  J.  D.  Nevius,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.;  Third  Vice-President,  A.  M.  Hough, 
Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Fourth  Vice-President, 
J.  M.  Dexter,  Camden,  N.  Y. ;  Fifth  Vice-Presi- 
dent, J.  C.  Harris,  Venango,  Pa. ;  Secretary,  F, 
W.  Gaylor,  Nassau,  N.  Y. ;  Treasurer,  C.  L.  See- 
ley,  Afton,  N.  Y. ;  Executive  Committee,  B.  M. 
Briggs,  F.  W.  Gaylor,  C.  L.  Seeley,  Willis  G. 
Clark,  J.  H.  Havnes:  Honorary  Vice-Presidents, 
I.  K.  Felch,  Natick,  Mass.;  Geo.  O.  Brown,  Bal- 
timore, Md.;  Philander  Williams,  Taunton, 
Mass.;  B.N.  Pierce,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  E.  W. 
Goodrich,  Poultney,  Vt. 


Feeding  in  a  Cold  Climate. 

T.  W.  GAMMON,  ROCKTON,  ILL. 

I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper  for  the  past  year.  Its  the  paper  for  me. 
I  sent  in  my  renewal  last  week,  also  for  the 
Weekly  American  Poultry  Journal,  to  fill  in  be- 
tween the  monthly,  and  I  found  another  new 
new  subscriber  for  the  P.  K.  I  am  alone  in  the 
pure-bred  poultry  in  this  town,  consequently  I 
get  plenty  of  jests,  and  lots  of  people  think  it 
very  small  business,  I  never  mind  them.  I  have 
gained  much  in  poultry  keeping  from  a  careful 
study  of  your  paper.  In  fact  it  is  all  I  have  had 
to  learn  from,  until  recently,  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mr.  E.  S.  Comings,!  have  a  Standard  of 
Excellence,  and  here  let  me  say  I  consider  him 
one  of  the  most  genial',  gentlemanly  breeders  of 
fancy  poultry  I  have  met  with  in  the  whole  fra- 
ternity. _1 

I  was  bothered  with  lice  last  summer.  Hot 
whitewash,  coal  oil,  and  carbolic  acid,  and  lots 
of  determination,  cleaned  them  out.  The  worst 
thing  1  have  to  contend  with  is  these  Arctic 
winters,  when  mercury  refuses  to  do  duty.  One 
can't  expect  many  eggs.  I  hang  up  the  lungs 
and  liver  from  hogs  and  beeves,  and  let  my 
fowls  pick  it  at  will.  Also  hang  up  cabbage  by 
the  roots,  high  enough  so  they  will  have  to 
jump  to  pick  it.  This  gives  them  exercise  these 
cold  days.  I  scatter  planer  shavings,  two  or 
!J«     .oM'ioiatvro'a  M     it'<f.$j)  aWS  '  Ato'i  *|irs»<{05 
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three  inches  deep,  over  the  floor,  feed  them 
whole  grain  in  amongst  the  shaving  and  let  them 
scratch  for  it.  It  is  their  nature  to  scratch,  so  I 
furnish  them  a  place  to  enjoy  themselves  when 
the  ground  is  covered  with  snow.  I  have  been 
breeding  fancy  poultry,  or  trying  to.  for  three 
years,  and  by  the  help  of  the  P.  K.  have  been 
very  successful.  In  November  last  I  showed  my 
birds  at  the  N.  HI.  Pet  Stock  and  Poultry  Show, 
at  Rockford,  111,,  for  the  first  time,  and  when  set 
up  side  by  side  with  others  of  the  same  class,  I 
was  not  ashamed  of  them. 

[Your  plan  of  feeding  plenty  of  meat  and  green 
food  is  one  that  will  nearly  always  make  the 
hens  lay  in  winter.— Ed.] 


Utterly  Disgusted  With  the  Business. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Lewis,  Hanover,  Kansas,  wants  his 
paper  stopped.  He  is  utterly  disgusted.  Here 
is  what  he  says,  and  we  give  his  exact  words: 

"Please  discontinue  my  papers.  For  my  rea- 
sons, I  am  utterly  disgusted  with  the  whole  busi- 
ness. When  eggs  will  bring  but  five  cents  per 
dozen,  and  take  country  store  trade  at  that, with 
100  percent,  profit,  that  will  not  give  pay  for  food 
consumed,  to  say  nothing  for  houses  and  care." 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Lewis  we  could  not  make  out 
his  figures,  being  blotted,  and  we  are  not  sure 
whether  his  price  was  15,  10,  or  5  cents,  but  we 
will  put  It  at  5  cents,  as  any  figure  will  do.  So 
would  we  become  disgusted  under  the  circum- 
stances. But,  Mr.  Lewis,  how  is  milk,  butter, 
corn,  wheat,  and  other  produce  selling  there? 
You  are  simply  disgusted  with  your  location, 
your  stores,  and  your  merchants.  What  do  you 
stop  your  paper  for  ?  We  propose  to  show  you 
how  to  do  better,  but  you  plunge  deeper  into 
darkness,  shut  off  the  light,  and  commit  "  kari 
kari,"  by  sharpening  the  weapon  for  your  own 
destruction.  Instead  of  stopping  your  paper 
get  your  neighbors  to  subscribe,  form  a  local 
poultry  association,  send  in  bulk  to  other  places, 
and  buy  your  goods  where  you  sell  your  eggs, 
and  then  you  will  make  the  eyes  of  the  store- 
keepers open,  but  don't,  Mr.  Lewis,  don't  help 
the  stores  by  stopping  your  paper.  Now,  by 
way  of  comparison,  herd  is  what  Mr.  C.  A. 
Squire,  742  Scranton  avenue,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
says; 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  one  year,  and  think  there  is  nothing 
like  it.  Have  been  experimenting  for  over  three 
years  with  chickens  and  incubators.  Have  never 
found  any  profit  but  plenty  of  expense,  but  if  I 
had  taken  the  Poultry  Keeper  a  year  before  I 
started  to  keep  chickens,  I  should  have  been 
much  wiser  and  had  a  better  stock  of  chickens. 
So  I  say  of  the  P.  K.,  "Let  the  good  work  go  on, 
and  long  may  it  flourish." 

So  Mr.  Squire  was  disgusted  for  two  years,  but 
the  third  year  he  found  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
and  itjmade  a  great  difference,  but  Mr.  Lewis  is 
going  to  plunge  onward,  and  "burn  all  the 
bridges  behind  him,"  so  as  never  to  return. 

So  again,  we  say  to  Mr.  Lewis— don't.  Han- 
over is  only  a  small  spot  on  the  map.  It  may 
have  no  geographical  advantages,  but  to  im- 
prove her  chances  her  people  should  never 
"stop  their  papers."  Itdoes  not  pay. 


What  Causes  the  Weak  Legs. 

Quite  a  number  of  letters  have  reached  us  re- 
garding a  difficulty  known  as  weak  legs.  The 
following,  from  Mrs.  Joseph  Crump,  Brookfield, 
(no  state)  explains  the  symptoms.  She  says : 

We  have  been  reading  the  Poultry  Keeper 
for  a  year,  and  think  that  for  every  one  keeping- 
fowls  it  is  just  the  paper.  We  have  been  bothered 
with  our  hens  becoming  lame  so  they  can't  walk. 
They  seem  to  be  weak  in  the  legs.  Some  will  be 
lame  one  day  and  all  right  the  next  day.  Others- 
continue  to  be  lame  till  they  die.  Some  will  live 
for  a  month,  will  eat  all  right  but  weak  in  the 
legs.  We  should  like  to  know  what  to  do  for 
them. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  difficulty  occurs 
usually  in  the  winter  and  spring.  There  are 
several  causes.  One  is  the  feeding  of  sulphur, 
especially  in  damp  weather.  Another  is  damp 
quarters.  Sometimes  jumping  from  a  high  roost 
will  cause  it.  Too  much  feed,  causing  the  fowls 
to  become  fat.  brings  on  the  trouble.  But  the 
principal  reason  is  that  the  cock  is  often  very  fat 
and  heavy,  and  his  attentions  cause  the  trouble. 
Remove  the  cock,  keep  the  hens  on  a  floor 
covered  with  straw,  feed  chopped  clover  hay, 
steeped,  and  very  little  grain,  and  tbe  chances 
are  that  the  difficulty  will  pass  over. 
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How  to  Market  Capons  and  Broilers, 

The  following  items  of  interest  are  from  Mr. 
C.  W.  Idell,  333  Washington  street,  New  York 
City,  who  kindly  endeavors  to  enlighten  our 
readers  on  all  matters  relating  to  shipping,  sell- 
ing, and  prices.  He  says  : 

Capons  are  simply  cocks  castrated  while 
young.  A  perfect  operation  prevents  the  growth 
of  the  comb  and  spurs.  An  imperfect  one  pro- 
duces what  is  known  in  our  city  as  a  "slip."  The 
slips  are  recognized  by  a  growth  of  the  comb 
and  a  partial  development  of  the  spurs.  They 
sell  for  several  cents  per  pound  less  than  capons. 
There  is  only  a  limited  demand  for  these  birds 
before  the  first  of  February,  owing  to  the  full  de- 
velopment of  the  young  cocks,  but  after  that 
date  these  cocks  become  coarse  and  are  known 
in  our  market  as  "stags,"  and  purchasers  claim 
them  as  being  only  "old  cocks  "  Another  point 
is  that  it  requires  longer  time  to  fatten  them  than 
common  fowls,  and  many  producers  of  these 
birds  do  not  offer  them  before  April.  The  larger 
and  fatter  the  capons,  the  more  money  they 
bring.  The  custom  of  dressing  is  to  leave  the 
plumage  on  the  neck,  and  the  large  tail  feathers, 
with  the  large  feathers  on  the  first  and  second 
joints  of  the  wings.  Another  point  is,  that  they 
are  dry  picked  The  cause  of  there  being  but 
little  demand  for  "  Springs  "  in  January  is,  that 
there  are  so  many  late  hatched  chickens  that 
arrive  with  others,  and  sold  for  the  same  price. 
These  supply  the  demand. 

I  am  asked  this  question.  Must  poultry  sent 
from  the  west  be  sold  for  less  money  only  on  that 
account?  I  reply,  no,  that  it  is  sold  on  its  merit, 
regardless  where  it  comes  from.  Also,  why 
does  Philadelphia  poultry  sell  so  much  higher 
than  "choice  western"?  To  that  question  i  re- 
ply, because  it  is  worth  more.  The  quality 
known  as  Philadelphia  poultry  in  our  market 
looks  as  unlike  Western  choice  as  it  tastes,  and 
tastes  as  unlike  as  it  looks.  It  is  evidently  fed 
on  mixtures  that  produce  a  bright,  close  grained 
flesh,  is  dry  picked,  and  always  fat.  It  is  neat- 
ly dressed,  with  no  culls  among  them,  and  only 
the  choice  selections  of  this  stock  sell  for  the 
high  prices  quoted.  The  selection  consists  in 
pernuting  the  purchaser  to  take  just  such  stock 
as  his  trade  demands  as  to  size,  age  or  sex. 
Some  dealers  require  very  large  stock,  while 
others  wish  the  medium,  but  of  an  average  size. 
The  mixture  consists  in  fowl,  pullets  and  cocks, 
the  purchaser  taking  them  as  received,  paying 
an  average  price  for  them.  In  former  years  this 
stock  was  sent  from  Philadelphia,  but  now  it  is 
sent  direct  to  our  city  by  the  breeders.  Some  of 
whom  live  in  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  southern 
New  Jersey.  To  show  your  readers  the  differ- 
ence in  prices  I  will  quote  from  a  late  "Price 
Current".  Selected  Philadelphia  are  quoted  at 
16c  per  pound;  mixed  14c.  to  15c ;  New  Jersey 
chickens,  choice,  14c ;  mixed  12c  to  13c ;  Western 
10c  to  11c.  These  quotations  show  a  variation  in 
quality  as  well  as  prices,  and  these  variations 
are  well  worth  the  study  of  those  who  ship  poul- 
try to  our  market.  Dry  picked  poultry  is  given 
the  preference  and  generally  sells  for  from  one 
to  two  cents  per  pound  more  than  scalded,  qual- 
ity being  equal,  and  in  case  of  great  "gluts"  in 
the  market  it  sells  more  readily,  even  it  it  brings 
no  more  per  lb.,  a  fact  that  dealers  appreciate, 
and  it  also  retains  its  color  longer  after  being 
exposed  to  the  air.  Western  shippers  depend 
more  upon  quantity  than  quality  to  make  money. 
And  the  majority  sent  from  the  west  is  just 
where  a  Maryland  breeder  would  consider  good 
stock  to  begin  on  to  fatten. 

Read  the  adv.  of  the  Combination  Food  Co. 


Omro,  Wis.,  April  5, 1887. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  this  clay  sold  to 
Chas.  Gammerdinger,  of  Columbus,  O.,  twenty- 
four  extra  fine  Wyandottes,  including  all  my 
Prize  Winners,  and  witrf  them  I  send  my  good 
will.  Joseph  McKeen. 

The  purchase  of  above  fowls,  together  with 
my  previous  selection  of  fine  Wyandottes  gives 
me  a  number  of  extra  fine  birds,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity,  second  to  none.  Eggs  from  these 
fowls  are  sold  at  $3  per  13,  $8  per  40.  Your  orders 
are  kindly  solicited. 

Chas.  Gammerdinger,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that  vou  have 
ordered  the  Sept.,  1884.  No.  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  containing  plans  for  Poultry  Houses.  In 
advertising  it  the  editor  forgot  that  that  number 
was  out  of  print,  the  plates  having  been  burned 
in  a  Chicago  fire.  This  number  covers  the  sub- 
ject and  we  send  it  in  place  of  the  other. 


FIRST  PREMIUM  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn  Eggs. 
$1.50  per  13,  S2.50  per2(i,  $3  per  40.     Also  Laced 
Wyandottes,  $2  per  13,  $3.50  per  26,  Si  per  40. 
Address,  H.  OLDS,  Corry,  Pa. 


POULTRY  FOOD! 

AT  30  CENTS  A  BUSHEL. 


Every  poultry  raiser  should  teed  the  Combination 
Poultry  Pood  which  all  can  make  at  home  at  a  cost  of 
30  cents  per  bushel.  This  is  no  experiment,  but  is  time- 
tried  and  thoroughly  tested.  The  receipt  and  right 
to  make  this  food  will  be  sent  to  any  address  In  the 
V.  S.  or  Canada  on  the  receipt  of  only  One  Dollar. 
Address 

'  THE  COMBINATION  FOOD  CO., 
i  (jhautauqua  Co.,  Silver  Creels.  N.  Y. 


"IT^GGS  from  lstprize  Wyan's,  Lang's,  Lt.  Brah's, 
JCJP.  R's,  S.C.W.L.,G.S.H.,G.S.Ban.,P.Ducks, 
$1  per  set.,  26S1.50.    T.  L.  WILLEY,  Afton,  N.  Y. 

THE  CONTACT  HATCHER,  awarded  1st  prize  at 
Winsted,  Dec.  1886,  applies  the  heat  on  trie  eggs 
by  contact  just  as  a  hen  does  sitting  on  her  nest,  and 
is  the  most  natural,  simplest,  cheapest  and  most  reli- 
able self-regulating  incubator  ever  made,  and  any 
one  doubting  our  claim  can  have  the  machine  on  trial. 
Send  for  circular. 

ISAAC  FERGUSON,  Winsted,  Conn. 


WYANDOTTES— On  a  large  scale.— If  you  want 
to  introduce  the  very  best  blood  into  your  flock 
try  some  eggs  from  my  prize  pen,  which  has  a  pedigree 
of  prize  winners  behind  it  of  several  generations. 
First-class  stock  for  sale.  Send  for  circular. 

 ISAAC  FERGUSON,  Winsted,_Conn.  _ 

EGGS  from  Choice  Wyandottes  $1.75  per  13,  $3  per 
26;  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Rocks  $1.25 per  13, 
$2.25 per 26.     Geo.  A.  Gesmau,  Box 73,  Pella,  Iowa. 


BL.  JAVAS  exclu.    Cock  scoring  93^.    Eggs  $3 
per  15.   Can  spare  a  few  B.  Leghorns,  (Pottages 
strain).  Eggs $2. 50 per  15.  E.  B.  Murphy,  Carmel,  Ind. 

RANK  R.  ECKER,  Lowell,  Mich.,  breeder  of 
Wyandottes,  Rose  and  Single  Comb  B.  Leghorns. 


F 


FORREST  CITY  POULTRY  YARDS,  Cleveland, 
O.     High-class  Langshans  and  Wyandottes. 
Egg  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26.        890  Bolton  Avenue. 


-: JOE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS:- 

On  pure,  fresh  EGGS  for  hatching,  from  Standard 
Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Rose 
and  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  at  $2  per  13,  $3  per 
26,  and  guarantees  fair  hatch.  Fine  cockerels  for 
sale.  Send  for  circular.  JOE  GRAVES,  Ameri- 
can Express  Agent,  Black  River,  Iff.  Y. 


EGGS  for  hatching  from  first-class  P.  Rocks,  Wyan- 
dottes and  Light  Brahmas,  $2  per  13.   The  result 
of  four  years  efforts  to  produce  good  stock. 

C.  L.  SMITH,  Blue  Hills  Ave.,  Hartford, Conn. 


E 


GGS  from  2  yards  each  choice  W van's  and  Hou- 
dans,  $2  per  13.     H.  H.  BOWM A N,  Osage, 


E 


GGS  from  P.  Cochin  and  Wvandottes  $2  per  13, 
$3.25  per26.  MILLARD  BELL,  Petersburg,  111. 


CHOICE  Ply.  Rocks  and  Langshans.  Send  stamp 
for  catal.  WM.  A.  DREHER,  Drehersville,  Pa. 


HITE  and  Laced  Wyandotte  eggs  for  sale. 
(Box  194)         S.  B.  Roberts,  Rome,  N.  Y. 


YAN'S,  L.  Brahmas,  Lang's  and  B.  Turkeys. 
Circular  free.  Frank  Hardwidge,  Poneto,  Ind. 


^PLYMOUTH  ROCKS!:- 

 ONE  PEN  

IIDURM  DETCT  Langshans,   "Sargents"  stock 
Urnnill  DtOI  direct.    Eggs S2  per  13. 
II.  M.  TUCKER,  North  Woodstock,  Conn. 


BARNUM  &  HUBBARD,  La  Grange,  Ohio. 
Breeders  of  Dead  Games,  B.  B.  Reds;  alsoS.  C. 
B.  Leghorns.   Birds  unexcelled.    Eggs  $1.50  per  15. 

DELOS  SMITH,  St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y.,  S.  Wyan- 
dottes, B.  B.  R.  Games, Brown  Leghorns,  Rouen 
and  P.  Ducks.   Eggs  packed  in  baskets  at  $1  per  13. 


C.  Monson,  Westville,  Conn.  Eggs— Wyan's, 
.  P.  Rocks,  S.C.  B.  Leg's  and  L.  Brah.$1.50%(13. 


s. 


C.  B.  Leghorns  exclusively.  Eggs  $1  per  13,  ex- 
press paid.     F.  M.  Arthur,  South  Easton,  Pa, 


BL.  MINORCAS,  (imported).  Eggs  S3  per  13,  $5 
per  26.  Langshans,  prizewinners  at  Meriden  and 
Courtland.  Al  vVyandottes  (Hawkins),  and  Lang- 
shans $1.50  per  13.      H.  J.  LLOYD,  Wyalusing,  Pa. 


BRAHMAS.— Eggs  carefully  packed  for  hatch- 
Jo  ing  $1.50  per  13.  F.  A.  Crooker,  Stoneham, Mass. 


WYANDOTTE  EGGS  from  $1  to  $2. 50 per  setting. 
IRVING  CROCKER,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 


EGGS— High-class  P.  Rocks  $1  per  15;  P.  Ducks  $1 
per  11.    C.  W.  Mills  &  Bros.,  Mt.  Palatine,  111. 


r  Rock  eggs  from  choice  stock  (Hawkin's  strain, ) 
•  $1  per  13.    E.  B.  Kellogg,  Honeoye  Falls,  N.Y. 


HILLSIDE  POULTRY  YARDS. 
Choice  B.  Leghorn  Eggs  at  §2.00  per  15. 
Box  329.         J.  W.  OLDS,  Petersburg,  Illinois. 


CP  PC  f°r  the  Incubator  at  $2  for  5  dozens.  Eggs 
LUUO  from  select  stock  of  fowls,  Ply.  Rocks,  R. 
C.  B.  Leghorn  and  Wyandotte  at  SI  for  13. 
Address,  J.  W.  ©LEWINE,  Cora,  Pa. 


German  American  Poultry  Farm,  Holden,  Mass. 
"  Wyandottes,  Dark  Brahmas,  White  Leghorns. 
Eggs  §1.50.         G.  M.  Ball  and  C.  H.  Horshinan. 


EGGS 


PURE  S.  C.  B.  LEGHORN,  $1.50  per  13. 
Adr.  REV.  J.  C.  SMITH,  Rose  Point,  Pa. 


•ICC—  The  best  method  to  preserve  eggs,  tested  and 
ZD  proven.   Mrs.  Ethel  Fuller,  Camptown,  Pa. 


FOR  SALE— 1  $50  incubator,  340  egg  capacity,  run 
by  hot  water  with  lamps;  live  in  town,  lack  room 
to  use  it.  WM.  CLEARY,  Algona  Iowa. 

White  Wyandotte  eggs  $4  per  13,  $7  per  26;  G.  S. 
Hamburgs,  W.  Leghorns,  fl.50perl5;  $3 per 39. 
Choice  stock.  A.  O.  STEWART,  UeRuyter,  N.  Y. 


OH  I/O  I  A  large  package  of  nice,  bright  pieces 
\  1 1  K  \  I  of  very  pretty  silk  for  Crazy  Patch- 
UILIXVS  I  work.  etc.  Mailed  postpaid  for  only 
aocts.,  3  packages  for  50  cents  (assorted).  Address, 
SPECIALTY  CO..  Box  688.  New  York. 


M 


ISS  ELLA  HUMES,  Avondale,  Pa.,  has  Bronze 
Turkeys,  Toulouse  Geese,  Pekin  and  Rouen 


Ducks,  W.  Guinea,  P.  Rocks,  D.  Brahma,  W.  Leg- 
horn, Wyandotte  and  W.  C.B.Polish  eggs  for  sale.  P. 
Rock  eggs  for  Incubator  $5  per  100,  P.  Duck  $8  per  100. 


E 


GGS  from  choice  Wyandottes  $2  per  13,  P.  Rocks, 
$1.50  per  13.   Mrs.  J.  H.  Phelps,  Wethersfield,  Ct. 


►URE  American  Dominiques,  one  kind  only.  13 
eggs$l.   Simeon  F.  Yerkes,  Pittville,  Phila,Pa. 


E 


GGS-S.C.B.Leg's,L.  Brah's,  Houd's.P.R's.P. 
Ducks  $1  per  set.  WM.  CLEARY',  Algona,  la. 


H,  C,  FORD 


Breeder  of  high-class  Brown 
and  White  Leghorns. 
I        BRANDON,  MISS. 


Q  C.  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Rock  eggs  SI. 00  for  13: 
IO«  Wvandottes  $1..)0  fur  13.  First  class  birds  of  best 
stock.  JAS.  H.  ROBERTS,  Lebanon,  Pa. 


r ROBERTS,  Whitford,  Pa.,  breeder  of  P.  Cochins 
•  and  W.  Leghorns.    Eggs§1.50  per  13.  2c.Stamp. 


OULD  like  to  exchan  ge  one  White  Holland  Tom 
for  eggs  or  hen.  E.  H.  Stone,  New  Hartford,  Ct. 


HOUDANS. 

llfVA  linnTTCC  stock  In  plumage  and 
VH  I  HltUU  I  *        standard  points.  Send  for 


exclusively.  Eggs  $3  per 
13,    from  tbe   very  best 


circular. 


IE.  13.  VALK, 

Port  Washington,  N.Y. 


CHOICE  LANGSHAN  EGGS  $1  a  dozen.  Sandy- 
croft  Breeding  Farm,  Box  3,  Milford,  Del. 


P Rocks,  Im.  P.  Dueks  and  Ferrets.  Prize 
•  strains  and  grand  birds;  eggs  $1.50  per  13.  Cir- 
culars.  Reference  P.  H.  Jacobs. 

F.  C.  ALLEN,  Ilammontou,  N.  J. 


H 


EN  MANURE. — Any  one  wishing  to  dispose  of 
hen  manure  at  a  low  figure  can  address, 

C.  G.  PHILLIPS,  West  Newton,  Mass. 


WYANDOTTES,  Bl.,  Br.  and  White  Leghorns. 
Eggs  from  birds  Scoring  90  to  95.  Circular 
free.  FRED.  LEINER,  Wooster,  Ohio. 


>ART.  COCHIN  and  Wyandotte  eggs,  pure  stock. 
Send  for  circular.     B.  T.  PACE,  Salem,  Ind. 


MAMMOTH  IMPERIAL  PEKIN  DUCKS,  W. 
Holland  Turkeys,  White  African  Guineas.  Eggs 
$2  per  setting.    E.  H.  STONE,  New  Hartford,  Conn. 


EGGS 


FOR  HATCHING.— M.  B.Turkeys  and  P. 
Rocks.     Mrs.  C.  A.  HALL,  Niantic,  111. 


HOUDANS  ONLY-The  celebrated  prize  winning 
strain  of  America.    Egg $3  per  13,  S5  per  26.  Cir- 
cular.   DANIEL  PINCKNEY,  So.  Onondaga, N.  Y. 


MAM.  BRONZE  TURKEYS  headed  by  prize 
Tom;  scoreOl'j,  Eggs $3  per 9;  also  eggs  from 
B.  B.  R.  Games, W.F.li. Spanish,  W.. lavas,  scoring 
90 to  94^  at  $2  per  13.  W.B.ELKINS, Kennedy,  N.Y? 


AC.  CALVIN,  31.  !>..  Meadville,  Pa. 
•  Breeder  of  Standard  and  White  Wyandottes, 
White  Plymouth  Rocks.  Langshans,  Part.  Cochins, 
Single  and  Rose  C.  W.  and  B.  Leghorns,  S.  S.  Ham- 
burgs, Lt.  and  Dr.  Brahmas,  Br.  Turkeys  and  P. 
Ducks.  My  birds  are  from  the  best  strains  and  are  as 
fine  as  money  can  buy  or  science  produce.  Have  two 
or  three  yards  of  each  variety,  and  mate  them  to  pro- 
duce the  best  possible  results.  White  Wvandottes  and 
White  Plymouth  Rocks  Eggs  S3  per  hatching;  Laced 
Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahmas  $2  per  setting  of  13; 
Bronze  Turkeys  S3  per  11:  eleven  eggs  all  others,  $1.50 
per  setting.   Stock  for  sale  after  September  1st. 

C.  B.  Leghorn  eggs  (Croffut  &  Bonney)  S1.50  per 
,  13.   A.  W.  Shelley,  Port  Royal,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa. 


EGGS  FOR  SALE.— Langshans,  Wyandottes, 
Houdans.    Stock  first-class:  write  for  circular. 
Mrs.  M.  E.MARTIN,  Greenfield,  Highland  Co.,  O. 


A A.  RORLAND.  Canonsburg,  Pa. 
•  Breeder  of  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks,  B.  Javas,  B. 
B.  R  Games.   Eggs  $2  per  13.   Satisfact'n  guara'td. 

U/UITTPIV  RflPlfQ  Headquarters.  Orders 

Will  I  L  ILI.  nUOnO  for  eggs  now  received. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Circulars  free.  No  fowls 
for  sale.      WM.  T.  CREASY,  Catawissa,  Penna. 

EGGS  $1  per  13.    S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.    None  better. 
WM.  A.  BULLOCK,  Big  Pona,  Pa. 

EGGS  from  M.  B.  Turkeys,  P. Ducks  and  P.  Roc  Its. 
S.  S.  Hamburgs.    Mrs.  Allie  Perry,  Austin,  Mo 


ffl»~J  for  13  Langshan,  Andalusian,  Wyandotte,  Leg- 
i^_L  horn.  Golden  or  Silver  Penciled  or  Spangled 
Hamburg  Eggs.   $3  for  13  White  Wyandotte  Eggs. 
Mention  P.  K.    E.  M.  PAGE,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 


THE  VERY  BEST  PRIZE  WYANDOTTES 
Eggs  S2.00  per  13.   Choice  Birds  for  sale. 
Write  to  me  for  particulars. 

JAMES  A.  DAVIS,  Belden,  Ohio. 


MINORCA  HEADQUARTERS.  —  Imported 
Bl.  and  W.  Minorcas  (the  great  English  heavy 
layers)  and  Langshans.  Sendforcata.  Freshimpor- 
tations  annually.   F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 


InNPGUANC   S  Pure  bred  from  good  strains. 
LMHUOnHllO.  \  Eggs  $1  per  13  in  light  baskets. 
V.  G.  Shellabarger,  Letts,  Louisa  Co.,  Ia. 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MINORCAS. 
Langshans  and  White  Wyandottes.    Eggs  S3  per 
13,  $5  per  26.   Send  at  once. 

LEWIS  C.  BEATTY,  Washington,  N.  J. 


LEGHORNS,  Cox  strain,  S2  per  15;  B.  Turkeys 
.  $3'perdoz.       W.  H.  ROBERTS,  Sycamore,  O 
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PU  AC  I  DHDMCC  Breeder  of  high-scoring  Lt. 
UnHO.  i.  DHflllCd,  Brahmas,  Langshans  and 
Pekin  Ducks.  Lt.  Brahma  and  Langsbau  eggs  §2per 
13,  85  per  40;  Pekin  Duck  eggs  $1.50  per  9,  §3  per  27. 
Send  for  circular  giving  premiums  now  and  descrip- 
tion of  breeding  pens  for  1887.  Tni  cnn  nuin 
Corner  Oak  and  "Water  Sts.     t  ULtUU,  UnlU. 

CP  p  Q  from  my  prize-winning  flock  of  over  3(  0  large 
C.UUO  handsome,  healthy,  hardy  farm-raised  Light 
Brahmas,  at  $1  per  setting  (13);  larger  quantities  at 
reduced  rates.  15  carefully  mated  1  needing  pens;  no 
twoakia.  Honest  dealing  my  great  specialty.  C.G. 
KLEINSTUECK,  Saxonia  Farm,  Kalamazoo, Mich. 


0/1  r        >       -W-  Uu  E'EN  OF  ALL  . 

'J  BEST. AND  CHEAPEST  HATCHERi'OFFEREO 
-•  'v/RIT£  'FOR  PRICES \S  .W.  CUTHR I E.  ACT 
^— — •     •  HOMER  CITY.  PA 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING— 14  varieties  of  thorough- 
bred stock;  13  premiums  from  14  entries  at  Col- 
umbus Ohio  Poultry  show;  27  poultry  houses  and  44 
yards.  Send  ad'r  for  circular.  Best  Brooder  ever  in- 
vented for  $2.50.   GEO.  S.  SINGER,  Cardington,  O. 

13  EGGS  FOR  $1.00! 

Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks,  Rose  and  Single  Comb  White 
and  Brown  Leghorns,  G.  S.  and  S.  S.  Hamburgs, 
;S.  P.  Hamburgs  and  Light  Brahmas. 
White  Ply.  Bocks83  per  13.     Stamp  for  circular. 

E.  W.  SIMMONS, 
Hop  Yard  Poultry  Yards,  Triangle,  N.  Y. 


RELIABLE 
Incnbaton  &  Brooders. 

Send  for  circulars  with  testi- 
monials: tells  the  cost  of  rais- 
ing broilers,  etc.  Incubators 
$16  to  40;  Brooders  $5  to  $8. 

A.  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Box  293,      Bristol,  Conn. 


-:KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

CLEJiVILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOOS. 


DO   NOT  DELAY, 

But  send  at  once  for  eggs  of  the  Logan  Strain  of 

WYANDOTTES. 
None  better  in  America.   $3.00  tor  13  Eggs,  or 

$5.00  tor  26. 
J.  C.  BRIDGE,  LOGANSPORT,  IND. 


Are  yougoing  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leaky  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 
cheap,  durable,  fi  re- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  Dey  Street, 
New  York. 


EGGS  for  HATCHING 

From  35  varieties  of  the  choicest  Land  and 
Water  Fowls  divided  into  50  separate  flocks. 
The  largest  Poultry  Range  in  Ohio.  For 
full  description  of  my  buildings,  yards,  and 
fowls,  etc.,  send  three  1  centstamps  and  get 
the  finest  illustrated  and  descriptive  cata- 
logue ever  published.  Size  8xn  inches. 
26  pages-  CHAS.  CrAMMERDINGEK, 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

BI.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  Red  Came  Bantams,  W. 
Guineas,  Pekin  Ducks:   Eggs,  $2  per  13. 

N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  B,  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  83  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Brahmas.  Pehin  Bantams:  Eggs  $4. 
I  won  18 1st  and  specinlpremiirms  at  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1886. 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


SID  CONGER,  FLAT  ROCK,  IND., 

BREEDER  OF  PRIZE 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  and  WYANDOTTES, 

Breeds  more  prize  birds  and  wins  more  prizes  on 
them  than  any  breeder  in  the  world.  800  FOR  SALE, 
including  many  prize  birds.  Eggs  S3  and  85  per  set- 
ting. Be  sure  and  send  for  new  illustrated  circular 
for  1887,  giving  prices,  matingsand  prizes  won. 

SID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock,  Ind. 


Q  D.  McKIM,  Madison,  Ohio.— Breeder  of 
(O.  Choice  White  and  Laced  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks, 
and  Brown  Leghorns.  Fine  exhibition  stock  for  sale. 
1  breed  no  birds  that  score  less  than  110  points.  Stock 
in  my  breeding  yards  last  season  scored  at  New  Or- 
leans by  J.  K.  Fetch,  94!4,  94'^,  95J4-  Young  stock 
scored  by  J.  T.  Bicknell,  September  23,  18%,  <)V/i,  92, 
93M,  93J<,  94.   Orders  for  eggs  booked  now.    A  lini- 


ited  number  eggs,  but  no  stock  from  extra  fine  yards 
of  White  Ply.  Rocks,  Frost  Strain,  and  an  it 
Pen  Black  Minorcas.    Send  for  new  circular. 


FM.  MUNGER, 
.  De  KALR,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls.  Nine  imported  Scotch  Ter- 
rier Pups  for  sale.  20  Light  Brahma  Cockerels  and 
Pullets  for  sale.  Small  Fruit  Plants,  Strawberries, 
I-  ispberriea.  etc    All  leading  -•■  arieties 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  P.  Rocks  and 
S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.  Eggs  82  per  13.  Angorine,  best 
tonic  and  egg  food  out,  25  cents  per  pound.  We  man- 
ufacture the  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator  with  Lamp 
Attachment,  100  egg  size,  8/20.  Plans  of  Lamp  attach- 
ment, $1.   Tested  thermometers,  $1. 

TOPEKA,  KANSAS. 


-^.X^3F"  1^33X3  DOYLE.- 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS  ONL  Y. 
Winners  at.Chicago,  1S85  and  1886;  and  at  St.  Louis, 
1886.    Choice  young  and  old  stock  for  sale;  all  raised 
on  farms.   None  better.   Eggs  in  season.    Send  for 
circular.    P.  O.  address, 

3125   DEARRORN  ST.,    CHICAGO,  ILL., 


&S.OO  FOR  13  EOOS. 

Over  20  Grand  Breeding  Pens  High-class  Specimens 

of  the  most  popular  strains. 
Wyandottes,  Langshans,  L.  Brahmas,  Ply. 
Rocks,  R.  and  S.  C.  Brown  and  R.  C.  W. 
Leghorns,   Dominiques,  Pit  Gaines 
and  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  on  chicks.  Stent,  this  paper. 
No  circulars.         A.  H.  LANG,  TOLEDO,  O. 


BR.  KNAPP'S  ROSE  COMB  WHITE 
.  LEGHORNS  prize  winners  at  N.  Y.  City, 
Feb.,  1886.  1st  on  pen,  1st  on  pair,  2  specials.  At 
Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan,  14,  1887,  every  prize  enter- 
ed for,  5  regular,  8  specials.  At  great  Boston  Show, 
Jan .  19-26,  1887,  7  regular,  7  specials,  every  prize  en- 
tered for.  Send  for  Eggs  and  Stock  where  you  can 
get  the  best.  25  cockerels  lor  sale.  Prices  reasonable; 
eggs  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26.        CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


PR.  EGGS!— A  grand  chance  to  strike  winners! 
•  •"Senator,"  from  Conger's  yard,  mated  with  10 
A  No.  1  hens.  Randolph  with  10  high  scorers.  Eggs 
from  either  yard,  ?2  per  13;  eggs  from  yards  3  and  4, 
81 .50  per  13,  warranted  pure.  vVrite.  '  'Vernon  Poul- 
try Yards, "  John  McFarland,  Prop'r.  Vallonia,  Pa. 


BLOOD  WILL  TELL— The  gamekeeper  of  my  Rest 
Cure  Sanitorium  will  furnish  standard  P.  Rock, 
D.  Brahma  and  Wyandotte  eggs  for  hatching,  care- 
fully packed  in  baskets  at  $2.50  per  setting,  2set'gs  84? 
L.  A.  Shattuck,  M.  D.,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

HIGH-SCORING  BIRDS— My  birds  scored  95M  at 
Groton,  N.  Y.  R.  and  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns,  P. 
Rocks,  R.  Ducks,  Jacobin  Pigeons.  Birds  and  eggs 
for  sale.    Eggs §3  per  13;  85  per  20;  ST  per  39. 

M.  WOOSTER,  Homer,  N.  Y. 


WANTED.— Every  reader  of  the  P.  K.  to  receive 
our  handsome  50-page  illustrated  catalogue  for 
'87.  We  are  headquarters  for  imported  Black  Minor- 
cas, White  and  Standard  P.  Rocks,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
Langshans,  Bantams  and  Ducks.  Also  Poultry  Sup- 
plies of  all  kinds.  Our  catalogue  illustrates  and  des- 
cribes all  our  stock,  our  5000  poultry  buildings,  our 
large  brooding  house,  tells  how  we  hatch  and  raise 
broilers,  how  we  feed  and  manage  poultry,  treat  their 
diseases,  etc.  Send  2  stamps  and  it  will  be  promptly 
mailed  you;  you  will  never  regret  it.  Choice  stock 
for  sale.  Orders  now  hooked.  "Michigan  Poultry 
Farm,"  GEO.  J.  NISSLY,  Prop'r,  Saline,  Mich. 


X  T.  BULL  A  BRO.,  Westville,  Ohio. 

fj  »  Breeders  of  high-scoring  Partridge  Cochins, Lt. 
Brahmas,  Wyandottes,  Mottled  Javas,  Black  Minor- 
cas and  W.  C.  B.  Polish  that  score  from  86%f  to  9H% 
points.  Pekin  and  Rouen  Ducks.  Three  grand  flocks 
of  M.  B.  Turkeys.  The  pullets  of  two  yards  sired  by 
that  Noted  Tom  that  won  1st  at  Columbus,  O.  Scored 
98,  weighed  41}4  lbs.  after  being  cooped  seven  days. 
Enclose  stamp  for  illustrated  circular. 


IMPOBTED  ENGLISH. 
Price-List  Free. 


MINORCAS 

IMG  DClf  BR!  AND  BOIIEN  DUCK  EGGS, 
llllr.   rthS  11      $1  Per  »oz„  §6  Per  100. 

WYANDOTTES and  ^orpce0SrttS 

B.  B.  BLACK,  Box  10,Mnllica  Hill,  N.  J. 


EGGS— 81  per  13,  from  prize  Houdans,  Rose-comb 
Br.  Leghorn,  Bl.  Leghorn,  P.  Rocks;  Rouen  and 
Cayuga  Duck  eggs  81  per  11 ;  T.  Geese  eggs  82  for  6. 
We  have  the  best  herd  of  Cheshire  swine  in  the  TJ.  S. 
Send  for  circu.     Freeman  &  Button,  Cottons,  N.  Y. 


HELLO 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING. 

Send  2  cent  stamp  for  32  page  cir- 
cular, describing  Breeds,  Dis- 
eases and  Cure,  Houses,  Manage- 
ment, etc.    AIsm  matings  for  1887. 
R.  L.  PORTER,  Mukwonago,  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis. 

TAKE  NOTICE.— Pure-bred  Eggs  for  hatching. 
L.  Brahmas,  Wyandottes,  B.  and  W.  Cochins. 
$2  per  13.  8-1.50  per  20:  Langshan  8-'!  per  13.  (pureCroad 
strain);  B.  Javas  81.50  per  13.  82.50  per  26:  P.  Ducks 
81.50  per  11,  $3  for  24.  Send  stamp  for  catalogue.  Best 
of  reference  given.   Mention  the  Keeper. 

G.  F.  DOO LITTLE,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


MARMATON  VALLEY  POULTRY  YARDS 
III  Fort  ScoH,  Kansas.  F.  G.  EATON,  breeder 
and  shipper  of  thoroughbred  Lt.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks, 
Wyandottes,  K.  Leghorns,  B.  Javas,  B.  Cochins, 
Mam.  B.  and  W.  Holland  Turkeys,  and  P.  Ducks. 
Eggs  and  birds  in  ^oas'Mi.  Send  for  cir<  Ular.  Corres- 
pondence solicited  anil  cheerfully  acknowledged. 


KUAPP  BROS., 

WHITE  LEGHORNS 

 AND  

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 


Make  another  sweeping  record  at  the  great 

Boston  Show,  Jan.  1887,  where  over  2000  America's 
finest  birds  were  in  competiton.  We  exhibited  First 
and  Second  Highest  Scoring  breeding  pen  on 
exhibition,  15  birds  with  an  average  score  of  96  points. 
Winning  32  prizes  on  9  entries,  including  two  silver 
cups,  the  grand  special  for  best  collection  and 
every  cash  special  offered  on  these  two  varieties. 

Atthe  Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan.  11  to  14,  we  were 
awarded  every  premium  and  special  on  both  our 
varieties  (except  one)  and  the  ?30  special  for  largest 
and  best  display. 

Our  White  Leghorns  still  stand  at  the  head. 
Champions  of  the  World,  and  have  won  more 
1st  Sweepstake  and  Special  Prizes  than  all 
other  strains  combined  at  the  five  greatest  shows  ever 
held  in  America.  Choice  Breeding  Stock  at  all 
times.  75  SeCected  Cockerels  at  low  prices  for 
quality.  EGGS  from  our  Prize  Winners  ?3  per 
13,  $S  per  20:  00  eggs  810. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  is  unsurpassed. 
Every  1st  prize  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  State  Fair,  every  1st 
and  2d  at  Syracuse,  N .  Y. ,  every  1st,  2d  and  special 
at  Central  N.  Y.  Show.  At  Boston  1st  and  special 
on  breeding  pen,  1st,  silver  cup  and  special  on  cock, 
(refused  850  for  this  bird),  1st  and  4th  on  pullet  and  2d 
on  cockerel. 

£Seg;&*  $5  Per  13. 

Send  stamps  for  our  1887  illustrated  circular  giving 
fall  information  and  highest  prize  record 

ever  won  by  any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 

KNAPP  EIIOS., 

BOX  501,  FABIUS,  N.  Y. 


HILL 


NCUBATO 


R 


Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M  F  C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


Bone  Meal,  Oyster  Shell.  Wire  Netting,  Eggine, 
Monarch.  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue. P.  H.  SPKAGUE, 

178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  HL 


Common  Rabbits, 
culars. 


Send  2  one-cent  stamps  for  cir- 

NORWALK,  OHIO. 


I)F  If  I II  nilPVC  Eggs  from  choicest  stock  and 
rtnlll  UULnO.  guaranteed  fertile,  with  in- 
structions for  raising,  81-50  per  13.  Fine  Dueks  for 
sale  in  fall.  Also  best  Plymouth  Rocks. 

PETEBS   «ft  CO., 
Pekin  Poultry  Farm,  Walpole,  Mass. 


F 


IOR  SALE.— Mammoth  Pekin  Ducks,  (Rankins' 
Stock),  weight  5  lbs  each  when  only  10  weeks  old. 
per  pair.   Satisfaction  guaranteed.   Send  2  stamps 


for  40-page  catalogue. 

MICHIGAN  POULTRY  FARM,  Saline,  Mich. 

Poultrymen  and  Bee-Keepers  Headquarters  I 
INCUBATORS 

and  everything  for  the  Apiary  and  Poultry 
Yard.   Send  stamp  for  catalogues. 

L.  N.  CLARK  &  SON,  38  Dey  Street,  N.  Y. 


-3".   X3 .  NBVIUS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Mull"  Coch- 
ins,  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  I  ever  own- 
ed Eg"s  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
83  00  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
85  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minorcas,  86  per  13.   Write  for  wants. 

THERMOSTATIC 

INCUBATOR! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 

as.  s.  retjwick:, 


19  Park  Place. 


New  York 


1887. 
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FRANK  L.  McELHENEY,  Black  Creek,  N.  Y., 
originator  and  10  years  breeder  of  'Empire  State 
Strain  of  P.  Rocks;'  also  breed  B.  Leghorns  and  G. 
Bantams.  Stock  at  all  times.  Eggs  in  season.  Stamp. 


48  PAGE  BOOK  "How  to 
Make  Poultry  Pay  and  Ca- 
ponizing," 25c.  PatentCap- 
onizing setwithabovebook 
1,$3.00.  Fowl  Markers,  25c. 
■  Fowl  Syringe,  with  recipe, 
10c.  Any  of  the  above  sent 
by  mail  on  re-  O  J  p  PROFITS  TO  AGENTS  selling 
ceiptof  price.  O I U  above  specialties.  WM.  H. 
"WTGMORE,  107  S.  Eighth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

KS.  IIcCAKDIiESS.Mempllis,  Mo.,  breeder 
•  of  high-class  Light  Brahma,  Partridge  Cochin 
and  Ply.  Rocks.  None  but  prize  winners  used;  stock 
for  sale;  correspondence  solicited,  and  satisfaction 
guaranteed.   Eggs  $3.00  per  13. 


GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 


Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Tens 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gol  d  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  flandsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
„  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vasey  St. ,  New  York. 


MAP1E  FA  KM  DUCK  YARDS.— Thelargest 
duck  farm  in  America.  Our  Imperial  Pekin 
Ducks  have  now  all  the  premiums  wherever  exhibited. 
We  are  prepared  to  furnish  eggs  from  our  best  yards 
at  reasonable  rates.   Send  for  circular. 

JAMES  RANKIN,  South  East  on,  Mass. 


WYANDOTTE,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns  and  Pekin 
Ducks  from  the  prize  winning  birds  at  the  New 
York  Poultry  Shows,  1885^86.  Eggsand  birdsforsale. 
Pekin  Duck  Eggs  $1  for  11;  Wyandotte  and  B.  Leg- 
horn Eggs  $2  per  13,  $3  for  26. 

J.  B.  KLINE,  314  Kansas  Ave. ,  Topeka,  Kan. 


jss.TOLEDO.OrllO. '  g&  ™* 


of  f/z  ese  jfwtr'  g 


-C.  C.  CTJSHING,- 

St.  IiOiiig,  Mo. 

Breeder  of  Thoroughbred  Poultry.  Light  Rrah- 
mas,  White  Leghorns  and  Plymouth  Rocks. 

I  keep  nothing  butthe  best.   Circular  free. 

First  Prize  Gold  Medal,  World's  Fair,  New  Orleans, 
EUREKA  INCUBATOR, 

West  Elizabeth,      -  Penna. 


ftrilHl  y°ur  own  Bone, 


AllVEoxiarcli  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Walthain,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       3 AS.  RANKIN,  South  Easton,  Mass. 


Meal,  Oyster  Shells, 
GRAHAM  Flour  and  Corn 
in  the  $5  ITftNP  MILIj 

(F.  Wilson's  Patent).    lOO  per 
cent,  more  made  in  keeping  poul- 
Also_  POWER,  MILLS  and  FARM 
iS.  Circulars  and  Testimonials  sent 
on  application.  WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


feed  Mills, 


25  Varieties  ol  uand  incl  Water  Fowls. 
Illustrated  catalogue  FREE.  Address, 

J I      MftPtf        South  llich  Street, 
•  Li  muimr  COLUMBUS.  OHIO- 


A  3  Prizes  at  the  Great  Boston  Show, 
TCJan.,  '87.    On  Wyandottes  I  won 
1st  and  specials  on  breeding  pen;  1st, 
I  3d  and  specials  on  cockerels;  2d  and 
3rd  on  pullets;  1st,  2d,  3rd,  4th  and 
specials  on  hens:  2d, 3d,  4th  and  5th  on 
I  cocks,  also  the  Society's  Grand  Spe- 
cial Prize  for  best  exhibit  of  Wyan- 
l  dottes.   On  Plymouth  Rocks  1st  and 
]  all  specials  on  breeding  pen ;  1st,  2d, 
1 3d  and.specials  on  cockerels;  1st,  2d,  3d, 
J4th  and  specials  on  pullets;  2d,  3d  and 
f  specials  on  cocks:  also  the  Society's 
Grand  Special  Prize  for  best  exhibit 
i  P.Rocks.   I  have  the  originator's  en- 
tire stock  of  White  Wyandottes,  this 
I  strain  having  been  bred  since  1872. 
They  are  very  large  and  fine  Wyan- 
dotte shape.   Bronze  Turkeys  and  P 
Ducks  bred  from  my  Boston  Prize 
winners.    Eggs  from  my  Prize  Mc- 
tings— Ply.  Rocks  and  Laced  Wyan- 
dottes, 1  setting  $5,  2  settings  §8,  3  set- 
tings $10:  White  Wyandotte  $5  per  13, 
Turkey  S5  per  9;  Duck  $2  per  11,  $5  per 
33.    Cockerels,    trios  and  breeding 
pens  for  sale.   Illustrated  catalogue 
and  price  list  free. 

A.  0.  HAWKINS,    Lancaster,  Mass 


IMPROVED 

u 


EXCELSIOR 


INCUBATOR. 


GUARANTEED 

To  hatch  as  large  a  per- 
centage of  fertile  eggs  as 
any  other  Hatcher. 
The  handsomest  fin. 
ished,  hest  construct- 
ed and  lowest  priced 
First -Class  Incubatob 
made. 


Si"!! 

<8|i|  I  © 

flL  o 


Handsome  Illustrated 
Catalogue  Free  to  those 
who  mention  this  paper. 

Send  15  cents  for  our  book  on 
"Poultry  Raising  and  Artificial  Incubation." 


ADDRESS, 

CHAMPION  MFG.  GO. 

QTJINCT,  ILL. 


POULTRY  FENCE 


WIRE  NETTING 


Is  the  Best  and 
cheapest.  Price 
only  ONE  CENT 

Per  Square  Foot— All  Widths.   Write  for  Discount. 

PETER  DURYKB  tSe  CO.,  215  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 


KIND  FRIENDS— Please  do  not  pass  us  by,  for  our 
stock  is  unsurpassed  this  season.    Send  for  cir- 
cular of  Wyandottes,  Mot.  Javas,  L.  Brahmas,  G.  S. 
Bantams,  1'. Rocks.  S.S.Hamburgs,  M.  B.and  W.  H, 
Turkeys, Grant  Tou.  Geese.  P.  and  Muscovy  Ducks. 
Address,  HARRIS  &  NEPF,  Businessburg,  Ohio. 

BROWN  AND  WHITE  R.  C.  LEGHORNS  and 
Langshans  from  No.  1.  prize-winning  stock. 
Eggs  81. 50  Der  13:  discount  on  large  orders.  Stock  for 
sale.         "        G.  A.  WILBER,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 

EGGS:  Plymouth  Rocks,  3  yards,  SI. 50,  $2.00  and 
§2.50  per  13;  Bl.  Javas,  §1.50  per  13;  Jap.  Bantams 
S3  per  10.  Every  yard  headed  by  prize-winners.  Cir- 
cular.   J.  BANCROFT,  Florist,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 


"  F.  FERRY,  Wabash,  Ind.,  B.  Legh's,  B.B.R. 
.  Games,P.eochins,  P.  Rocks.  Eggs  SI. 25  per  13. 


AUnMC  POULTRY  AND  TRUCKMEN,  S10 
nUlilL  to  S20  per  acre;  timber,  water  and  prairie. 
B.  Leghorn  eggs  §1.50  per  13,  or  39  for  §3.00.  Sweet 
Potato  Plants,  50e.  per  100  or  §4  per  1000.  Malaga  Yam 
(earliest,  Sweeksl,  Pineapple  Yam,  Banana'Yam  and 
Queen.  Imported  Rus.  Sunflower  Seed,  §1  per  lb. 
Alliance  Poultry  Yards,  Chenango,  Tex. 


PRESSEY'S  BROODER.  Sf^W 

monton.  Incubators,  two  sizes,  §25  and  §15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Circulars  free. 

W.  PRESS EY,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


"VT   K-  DANA,  Rati  nor,  Del.  Co.,  Pa., 
i>  ,   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  TurUeys,  Minor- 
cas,  (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


EOROE  R.  BLAKELY, 
\J  Man' f  rot  RUBBER  STAMPS. 

Send  for  samples. 
BRADFORD,       McKEAN  CO.,  PENNA. 


$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keepeu  1  year  free  to  those 

ordering  §5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at,  one  time. 
LOCEST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,  ....  Newark,  Ohio. 


ON^O_D  AT-TRIAL. 

ELASTIC  TRUSS 

Has  a  Fad  different  from  all 
others,  is  cup  shape,  with  Self- 
adjusting  Ball  in  center,  adapts 
itself  to  all  pssitions  of  the 
body  while  the  ball  in  the  cup 
presses  back  the  mtes- 
„  tines  jut  as  a  person 

rtnaa  with  tfiefineer.  With  light  pressure  the  Her- 
Sia^dsecurflySxTand  night,  and  a  radial  cure 
pertain  It  is  easy,  durable  and  cheap.  Sent  by  mail.  Ur- 
SSarafree.       /f  EBGLESTON  TRUSS  CO.,  Chicago,  IU. 


LcftDi ng Var ie-tie s= -  l  anV<mshJ  . 

■  STAMPTOR  C7\TAlO>Cfc<.'>r 

Mrs'J.B.HoweKentland.Ind 


ld  Reliable  Poultry|xards 

"H.TODdiVERMILLIOIvl/B  HID 


Twenty  years'  experience  breeding,  showing  and 
judging.  Eggs  insured  to  hatch.  Send  for  free  cir- 
culars of  Highest  Class  Brahmas,  Cochins,  P.  Rocks, 
Wyandottes,  Leghorns,  Bronze  Turkeys,  Ducks  and 
Geese.  All  leading  kinds  of  Poultry,  Ferrets  and 
Scotch  Terrier  Dogs. 


D O  YOU  WANT  A  DOGM/„ 


DOC  BUYERS  GUIDE. 

Colored  plates,  100  engravings 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them. 
Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
|  ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS,  ill 
Ja|237  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ££ 


CA.  BALLOU,  24  Lee. street,  Worcester,  Mass., 
•  Breeder  of  the  Earle  strain  Dark  Brahmas  and 
Black  Red  Bantams.  In  six  seasons  showing  I  have 
won  140  first,  26  seconds,  .W  specials.  Eggs  §S  per  13. 
Mention  the  Poultry  Keeper. 


w 


E  WANT  YOU!  ?SCX 

profitable  employment  to  represent  us  in  every 
county.  Salary  §75  per  month  and  expenses,  or  a 
large  commission  on  sales  if  preferred.  Goods  staple 
Every  one  buys.  Outfit  and  particulars  Free. 

STANDARD  SILVERWARE  CO.,  BOSTON,  MASS 


IB™  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  ne  vet 
La  Sk  Ob  returns.    No  indelicacy.  Neither 


PI 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  allbowel  troubles— especially  constipation— cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asimple  remedy ; 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 
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INQUIRIES. 

F.  G.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O  —  What  would  be  the 
best  cross  for  a  Jmarket  or  general  purpose 
chick,  Wyandottejor  Rosecomb  White  Leghorn 
cockerel,  on  Light  Brahma  hen  ? 

For  market  purposes  probably  the  Wyandotte 
is  better  as  a  cross  on  Light  Brahma.  For  eggs 
the  Leghorn  cross  is  better. 

E.  A.  J.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.— 1.  How  long  should 
a  cock  run  with  hens  before  eggs  can  be  set  ?  2. 
Will  hens  not  laying,  nor  about  to  lay  take  ser- 
vice ? 

1.  About  ten  days.  2.  We  believe  not. 

W.  B.  T.,  Medina,  O.— Please  inform  me  where 
I  can  buy  an  incubator  lamp. 

From  any  incubator  manufacturer,  or  poultry 
supply  house. 

W.  J.  iff.,  Quebec,  Can.— I  think  you  ought  to 
correct  an  article  in  the  January  number  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  about  the  profit  on  poultry, 
headed  $3.50  from  each  hen.  It  says  $7.48  is  the 
profit  from  20  hens  for  three  months,  therefore, 
-  lor  12  months  I  suppose  would  be  $7,484  x  4=$29.92 
—$1.50  for  each  hen,  there  is  a  big  difference. 
Your  correction  will  answer.  Thanks. 

H.  G.,  Medina,  Ohio.— I  wish  to  enquire  what 
ails  my  chickens.  I  thought  at  first  it  was  the 
"break  down  behind,"  but  the  feathers  come  off 
of  that  part,  and  the  skin  looks  very  red  and  in- 
flamed. They  lay  well  and  appear  well,  but  are 
getting  so  they  do  not  look  very  well.  Occasion- 
ally there  is  a"  red  flake  in  the  white  of  the  eggs, 
ana  sometimes  upon  the  yelk,  I  would  not 
know  how  to  get  along  without  the  Poultry 
Keeper. 

The  difficulty  is  common  with  hens  two  years 
-old,  especially  if  they  are  fat. 

D.  S.  W.,  Bristol,  R.  I.— What  is  the  cause  of 
Jhens  having  the  gapes  or  something  of  that  kind? 
The  complaint  seems  to  be  in  the  throat,  and 
they  try  to  clear  the  throat.  I  have  seen  the 
same  complaint  on  board  of  vessels  when  they 
have  been  some  time  on  board.  Is  it  contagious? 
Is  there  a  preventive  or  cure  for  that  complaint? 

It  is  due  to  a  cold,  sometimes  also  a  form  of 
roup.  Inject  two  drops  of  a  mixture  of  kerosene 
and  crude  petroleum  in  each  nostril  once  a  day, 
and  force  four  drops  down  the  throat. 

W.  J.  M.,  Quebec,  Can.— What  amount  of 
Buckeye  egg  food  should  be  given  20  hens?  If 
you  do  not  approve  of  it,  what  food  should  be 
given  to  make  them  lay  in  cold  weather?  When 
eggs  alone  are  desiredj  which  lays  the  most,hens 
or  pullets?  Which  of  these  two  breeds  will  lay 
the  most,  Black  Spanish  or  Black  Spanish  or 
Brown  Leghorns? 

The  Buckeye  egg  food  is  one  of  Bain's  foods  on 
paper  only.  It  is  not  a  bad  one,  however.  Give 
a  pint  to  every  10  hens.  We  would  suggest  a 
pint  of  the  following,  once  a  day,  mixed  with 
other  food:  Ground  wheat,  oats,  corn  and  meat, 
equal  parts.  We  prefer  pullets  10  months  old  to 
hens.  We  believe  there  is  no  difference  in  lay- 
ing between  Leghorns  and  Black  Spanish. 

T.  L.,  Toledo.  0— Be  kind  enough  to  state  the 
difference,  if  any,  in  markings  and  size  between 
the  White  Leghorn  and  the  White  Minorca. 
This  is  a  matter  that  interests  a  great  many  to- 
day that  would  like  to  invest  in  them. 

The  Minorca  is  a  pound  heavier  than  the  Leg- 
horn, and  has  legs  of  a  whitish  flesh  color,  while 
the  legs  of  the  Leghorn  should  be  yellow.  The 
Minorca  comb  is  also  larger.  Otherwise  there 
is  no  difference. 

J.  H.  T.,  Black  River,  N.  Y,— Please  answer 
through  next  issue  of  Poultry  Keeper  what  is 
the  trouble  with  hens  when  they  lose  the  use  of 
their  legs,  eat  all  right,  look  healthy,  but  can't 
walk,  and  what  will  cure  it? 

There  are  several  causes,  such  as  feeding  sul- 
phur, damp  quarters,  high  roosts,  and  the  cock 
being  extra  heavy. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  A.,  Lebanon.  Mo.— I  bought  Pekin 
duck  eggs  last  spring,  they  were  called  pure- 
bred Pekins,  two  had  small  crests,  or  tufts  of 
feathers,  on  their  heads.  Is  that  right  for 
Pekins  ? 

Ho.  They  are  probably  "mixed." 

M.  B.  F.,  Mansfield,  O.— I  have  some  Wyan- 
dottes.  Several  have  scaly  legs,  what  is  the 
cause  and  cure  ?  I  think  I  have  seen  both  in  the 
Keeper,  but  have  mislaid  the  number  contain- 
ing it. 

Due  to  a  minute  parasite.  Anoint  the  legs, 
twice  a  week,  with  equal  parts  crude  petroleum 
and  lard  until  the  legs  become  clean. 

E.  Z.  W.,  E.  Smithfleld,  Pa.— 1.  In  crossing 


Brown  Leghorns  with  Plymouth  Rocks,  should  a 
Leghorn  cock  be  used  with  the  Plv- 
mouth  hens  or  the  Plymouth  Rock 
with  the  Leghorn  hens  ?  2.  What  would  be  the 
product  of  a  cross  of  a  Wyandotte  cock  on  Ply- 
mouth Rock  hens,  and  would  it  be  wise  to  make 
such  a  cross  ? 

1.  We  prefer  using  the  P.  Rock  cock  on  Leg- 
horn hens.  2.  It  would  produce  a  splendid 
market  fowl. 

W.  B.,  Coral,  Mich.— 1.  How  many  hens  should 
be  mated  with  one  cock  for  breeding?  2.  How 
large  a  house  and  yard  is  necessary  ?  3.  If  wire 
netting  is  used  for  fence,  how  high  will  it  have 
to  be  for  different  breeds  ?  4.  How  high  if  pick- 
ets are  used  ?  5.  How  should  breeding  fowls  be 
fed? 

1.  Not  over  12  hens.  2.  A  house  10x10  is  ample 
for  a  cock  and  12  hens,  while  the  yard  may  be  10 
xoO,  or  more,  if  preferred.  3.  If  large  breeds 
are  kept,  four  feet  is  high  enough,  but  small 
breeds  require  six  feet.  4.  Same  as  for  wire.  5. 
See  reply  to  "W.  C.  M.,  Knightstown,  Indiana,'' 
on  this  page. 

Miss  M.  B.  M.,  St.  Bridgets,  Kan— Please  tell 
me  in  your  poultry  paper  how  to  make  a  cold 
storage  house.  I  have  500  hens  for  a  start  this 
spring. 

It  requires  some  expense,  and  the  use  of  ice- 
Any  house  built  on  the  plan  of  a  refrigerator 
will  answer. 

0.  Bros.,Cambridgeport,  Mass.— What  do  you 
consider  the  three  most  desirable  breeds  of 
Bantams  for  pleasure,  profit  and  exhibition? 

Black-breasted  Red  Games,  Silver  Sebrights, 
and  Pekin. 

E.  W.,  E.  Germantown.  Indiana.  —  Please 
answer  in  your  next  issue  of  the  P.  K.  how  the 
word  Pekin  in  reference  to  the  Imperial  Pekin 
Duck  is  pronounced  ;  how  are  the  syllables  di- 
vided and  what  sound  has  the  e.;  by  doing  so, 
you  will  greatly  oblige  a  subscriber. 

It  is  pronounced  Fe-kin.  the  accent  being  on 
the  "  kin,"  the  word  sounding  somewhat  like 
Pick-in.  We  must  admit,  however,  that  others 
may  not  agree  with  us.  pronouncing  it  .Pee-kin. 

W.  F..  Blue  Island,  111.— Will  you  please  tell 
me  the  best  way  to  take  care  of  turkeys  in  the 
winter?  Would  you  let  them  roost  in  the  trees 
or  would  you  try  and  get  them  in  the  hen  house 
with  the  other  poultry? 

Keep  them  inside.  See  Turkey  Special  next 
month. 

Subscriber.— What  fowls  are  the  best  fighters? 
— to  stop  an  argument. 

Address  Game  Breeder,  Rushville,  N.  Y.,  as 
that  question  is  outside  of  our  line. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  S.,  Salina,  Kansas.— I  would  be 
pleased  if  you  would  give  me  information  on  the 
following  :  1.  I  would  like  to  know  which  is  the 
healthiest  way  of  having  a  hen  roost— up  high  or 
near  the  floor  or  ground?  2.  Which  are  the  best 
cockerels  to  keep  over  winter,  one  year  old  or 
two  years  old?  3.  Is  bran  slop  good  to  make 
hens  "lay? 

1.  The  lower  the  roost  the  better,  but  not  on 
the  ground.  2.  A  cockerel  between  one  and  two 
years  old  is  best.  3.  It  should  not  be  too  "  slop- 
py." Thicken  it  to  a  stiff  dough. 

G.  T.  H„  Jr..  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.— 1st.  At 
what  age  wild  geese  will  commence  to  lay,  2d. 
Are  there  any  markings  that  will  determine  the 
gender— the  goose  from  the  gander  ?  3d.  When 
will  they  commence  to  lay?  4th.  What  number 
of  eggs  will  the  goose  lay  before  she  commences 
setting?  5th.  If  her  nest  is  destroyed  will  she 
make  another  nest  and  lay  a  second  litter  of 
eggs? 

1.  When  one  year  old,  but  the  eggs  do  not 
hatch  well  until  the  second  year.  2.  Only  the 
thick  neck  and  masculine  appearance.  The 
gander  has  a  sharp  cry,  while  that  of  the  female 
is  hoarse.  3.  See  reply  to  No.  1.  4.  Anywhere 
from  20  to  40,  according  to  management.  5.  Yes. 

L.  M.,  New  Castle.  Maine.— Tell  me  what  ails 
one  of  my  valuable  Plymouth  Rock  pullets.  She 
is  in  good  order,  eats  very  well,  but  her  crop  is 
very  Targe  and  when  pressed  water  runs  from 
her  mouth,  I  lost  one  last  year  from  this  cause. 

Probably  crop  bound,  from  eating  some  sub- 
stance that  cannot  be  forced  from  the  crop  into 
the  gizzard.  An  operation  may  be  necessary. 

H.  B.,  Brockway  Centre,  Mich.— Seeing  vour 
article  headed  there  are  two  standards  in  which 
you  say  the  two  ninth  editions  are  the  the  latest. 
I  have  a  tenth  edition.  How  many  editions 
were  made  in  that  particular  year?  Was  it  much 


of  a  year  for  editions?  Which  way  do  the 
numbers  run  up  or  down  ? 

The  whole  thing  was  a  swindle.  No  one  but 
the  "ring"  can  tell  how  the  book  was  gotten  out. 

W.  C.  W.,  Knightstown,  Ind.— How  much  and 
what  kind  of  feed  is  best  adapted  to  Leghorns? 
I  am  afraid  I  feed  too  much,  and  not  having  any 
experience  would  be  glad  to  have  your  idea.  I 
find  the  last  page  of  questions  very  interesting 
and  profitable. 

Leghorns  require  plenty  of  exercise.  The  best 
mode  is  steeped  cut  clover  hay,  fed  warm,  in  the 
morning.  Cooked  meat  and  mashed  potatoes, 
with  plenty  of  wheat  at  night.  Give  all  they  will 
eat.  The  mode  of  feeding  is  good  for  any  breed, 
and  the  food  is  highly  nitrogenous,  not  contain- 
ing an  abundance  of  carbon,  or  fat  producing 
elements. 

I.  L.  M.,  Brooklyn.  Iowa.— 1.  Will  Pekin 
drakes  cross  with  the  common  ducks?  2.  How 
many  ducks  for  one  drake  to  insure  eggs  to 
hatch  well? 

1.  Yes.  2.  Six. 

C.  A.  M.,  Quincy,  111.— Is  parched  corn,  or 
parched  pop  corn  good  for  chickens? 

Excellent.  Give  it  three  times  a  week  as  a 
change. 

J.  T.  (no  address)— I've  been  raising  ducks 
for  several  years,and  the  last  few  years,after  full 
grown,  they  become  crippled  in  the  back,  and 
sit  about  for  several  days  and  sometimes  a  week 
and  can't  walk,  and  then  they  die.  Can  you  tell 
me  what  is  the  matter  and  the  cause  for  it? 

Probably  the  result  of  damp  quarters. 

J.  W.  M.,  Quincy,  111.— Are  crackers  good  for 
chickens,  and  how  shall  they  be  fed?  Will  Light 
Brahma  and  Plymouth  Rock  make  a  good  cross? 

Pound  or  soak  the  crackers  and  feed.  They 
are  excellent.  The  cross  is  a  good  one. 


Laying  at  Three  Months— Mr.  George 
Dobbs,  Moundsville,  W.  Va. :  I  notice  that  one  of 
your  correspondents  has  a  pullet  that  layed  when 
she  was  five  months  old.  It  is  good,  but  I  have 
White  Leghorns  that  began  when  they  were  only 
three  months  old.  I  did  not  suppose  such  was 
possible  before. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


An  Explanation. 

Many  of  the  readers  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
are  annoyed  by  the  lateness  of  its  March  and 
April  numbers,  and  we  cannot  blame  them  as 
we  are  too.  But  all  are  aware  that  accidents 
will  occur  and  cannot  be  prevented.  A  man 
breaks  his  leg  or  arm.  not  that  he  wants  to  nor 
that  it  will  please  any  body  else,  nevertheless  he 
does  it,  and  in  just  tliat  way  have  the  publishers 
delayed  the  paper.  It  is  niore  loss  to  them  than 
the  readers,  and  no  one  voluntarily  does  what 
causes  them  loss.  Experiences  like  these  teach 
us  how  we  should  do  in  the  future.  If  the  read- 
ers of  the  Poultry  Keeper  will  have  enough 
of  Christian  forbearance  and  patience  to  T)ear 
with  us  at  this  time,  we  feel  safe  in  assuring 
them  that  they  need  fear  nothing  like  it  again 
in  the  future.  We  spare  no  pains  or  expense  to 
treat  all  honorably  and  honestly. 

The  Publishers. 

If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

By  an  oversight  Sept.,  1884,  No.  of  Poultry 
Keeper  was  advertised  as  containing  Poultry, 
Houses  and  Yards,  but  being  out  of  print,  and 
the  plates  lost  by  a  fire,  could  not  be  supplied. 
All  who  ordered  "it  will  receive  this  April  number 
in  its  stead. 

Renew.— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50 cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  60  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
!  and  get  all  the  books. 
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Sid  Conger's  "Samson." 

This  prize  Plymouth  Rock,  owned  by  Sid  Con- 
ger, Flat  Rock,  Indiana,  is  now  in  his  breeding 
yards,  and  is  considered  a  fine  specimen  of  his 
kind,  scoring  95%.  He  is  mated  with  eleven 
high-scoring  hens,  and  his  progeny  will  no  doubt 
be  known  in  the  future.  Mr.  Conger  breeds  not 
only  Plymouth  Rocks,  but  has  secured  several 
grand  pens  of  Wyandottes 
which  he  considers  equal  to 
any.   »  

The  Quincy  Market  Man. 

Is  it  not  about  time  for 
that  article  from  the  Amer- 
ican Cultivator  about  the 
"experienced  dealer  in  the 
Quincy  market?"  The  editor 
shows  his  ignorance  and  so 
does  the  dealer.  Here  is. 
the  item: 

So  far  as  raising  broilers 
and  chickens  for  roasting  is 
concerned  the  incubator 
system  is  confessedly  a 
a  failure.  The  sale  of  incu- 
bators is  principally  confin- 
ed now  to  the  new  crop  of  ex- 
perimenters that  is  always 
appearing  in  the  community 
who  amuse  themselves  by 
figuring  out  on  paper  a  short 
cut  to  fortune  through  rais- 
ing chickens  at  wholesale, 
ignoring  the  mother  hen, 
excepting  only  the  eggs  she 
lays.  We  can  scarcely  find 
a  practical  farmer  who  has 
purchased  and  used  an  in- 
cubator who  is  satisfied  with 
the  system.  A.  C.  Hawkins, 
of  Lancaster,  the  most  ex- 
tensive poultry  raiser  in  the 
county,  has  no  faith  in  in- 
cubators, has  abandoned 
their  use  and  relies  entirely 
for  his  success  upon  the 
natural  ways  of  the  hen. 
One  of  the  most  observant 
and  most  experienced  deal- 
ers in  poultry  at  Quincy, 
Mass.,  says  that  incubator 
chickens  are  decidedly  in- 
ferior to  those  reared  in  the 
natural  way.  Their  meat 
lacks  color  and  flavor.  It 
has  a  pale,  sickly,  unnatural 
appearance.  The  flesh  is 
soft  like  putty ;  their  quality 
may  be  likened  to  flowers 
and  vegetables  reared  in 
the  shade  and  artificially 
forced  in  the  house.  They 
lack  keeping  quality  when 
dressed  and  placed  on  the 
market,  and  will  not  com- 
mand the  highest  price. 
Many  first-class  hotels  will 
not  buy  them,  though  the 
chickens  attain  good  size. 
They  seem  to  get  a  false 
start  at  birth,  and  always 
retain  the  artificial  charac- 
ter so  unfavorable  in  con- 
trast with  the  strong,rugged 


it  except  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
Mr.  Hawkins  has  repeatedly  re- 
fused to  come  to  the  home  of  the 
editor  of  this  paper  and  "have  his 
eyes  opened."  He  would  be  a 
wiser  man  if  he  could  see  a  house 
filled  with  1500  chicks  under  one 
roof,  and  not  a  droopy  one  among 


50  cents  a  pound,  as  they 
were  so  superior  to  others. 
And  why  are  they  superior? 
Simply  because  they  are 
always  kept  warm,  and  fed 
often.  The  mode  of  hatch- 
ing has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  "When  in  Boston  we  con- 
versed with  "experienced" 
Quincy  market  men  that  did 
not  know  a  Plymouth  Rock 
from  a  Sebright  Bantam, 
and  the  above  is  from  a 
party  who  perhaps  knows 
nothing  except  how  to  sell. 
The  "false  start"  at  birth, 
and  "strong,  rugged  speci- 
mens" is  rich.  We  can  show 
thousands  at  Hammonton 
whose  "false  starts"  take 
them  far  in  the  lead,  for 
some  of  them,  though  not 
ten  weeks  old,  weigh  two 
pounds  each. 


Plymouth  Bock  Cock  "Samson,"  Owned  by  Sid 

specimens  hatched  and  reared  in  the  natural  way.  |  them.    He  will  find  that  while  the 


The  above  has  been  "going  the  rounds,"  and 
not  a  single  journal  has  had  the  courage  to  deny 


chicks  hatched  under  hens  were  30 
pound  last  month  the  incubator  chick 


How  Often  to  Pick  Ducks  and 
Geese. 

We  will  give  the  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Ed.  Sharp,  of 
Sharpsburg,  111.,  whose  let- 
ter we  present  below.  It  is 
well  worth  perusing  by  all 
interested.  He  says: 

In  January  No.  Poultry 
Keeper  Mr.  Kidney  wants 
to  know  how  often  geese 
and  ducks  should  be  picked. 
Your  reply  is  twice  a  year. 
Perhaps  twice  is  as  often  as 
they  should  be  picked,  but  a 
flock  of  well-kept  Embden 
Geese  can  be  picked  eight 
times  in  twelve  months  with 
no  bad  results.  In  picking 
so  often  one  must  expect 
but  few  eggs,  and  the  geese 
must  be  well  fed  and  well 
protected  from  cold  in 
severe  weather.  They  can 
be  picked  six  times  in  a  year 
and  will  lay  as  many  eggs 
as  if  they  were  not  picked  at 
all. 

We  have  never  known 
them  to  be  picked  so  often, 
as  it  must  necessarily  keep 
them  in  a  debilitated  condi. 
tion.  However,  Mr.  Sharp 
perhaps  has  tried  the  fre- 
quent method,  and  gives 
facts  from  experience,  but  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  feathers 
would  hardly  have  time  to 
fully  grow. 

The  Dorkings  are  march- 
Conger,  Flat  Bock,  Ind.         jng  tQ  the  front  as  tKe  raar. 

prices  for  I  ket  fowl,  with  the  Dominicks  right  behind  them, 
cents  per  I  Both  have  been  overlooked,  but  this  season  those 
s  sold  for  I  who  tried  them  were  not  disappointed. 
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ALL  ABOUT  TURKEYS. 

As  tills  is  the  month  for  turkeys,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  again  postpone  our  intended  illustra- 
tions of  brooders,  etc.,  as  this  article  is  much 
longer  than  we  expected.  We  do  not  "know  it 
all,"  and  hence  we  will  call  on  our  exchanges  to 
help  us.  Like  our  other  main  articles,  this  num- 
ber contains  more  than  you  can  find  in  any  book 
published,  and  should  be  kept  for  reference,  as 
you  could  not  easily  get  so  much  information 
elsewhere  except  at  great  inconvenience.  From 
the  American  Mural  Some  we  take  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  native  wild  turkey  is  still  found  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  North  America,  the  finest  specimens 
being  found  in  the  far  West,  and  also  in  some 
portions  of  Canada,  while  they  are  yet  occasion- 
ally met  with  in  some  of  the  middle  States ;  but 
there  they  are  comparatively  small,  both  in  size 
and  number.  The  average  size  of  the  wild  tur- 
key in  general  is  considerably  smaller  than  the 
domesticated  varieties,  but  their  plumage  is  de- 
cidedly more  brilliant,  the  color  being  made  up 
of  black,  green,  bay  and  brown,  which  together 
forms  a  sort  of  metlalic-bronze  hue. 

It  has  been  nearly  four  centuries  since  the  tur- 
key was  discovered,  and  during  that  time  they 
have  increased  and  multiplied  prodigiously,  and 
are  now  bred  in  every  quarter  of  the  civilized 
world. 

The  propagation  of  the  domestic  turkey  is 
easily  and  profitably  accomplished  if  it  is  done 
properly.  Some  breeders  undertake  to  say  that 
they  are  so  delicate  that  it  requires  a  profes- 
sional in  the  business  to  raise  them  successfully. 
But  this  is  not  the  experience  of  the  large  ma- 
jority of  breeders,  and  the  fact  that  there  is 
hardly  a  farmer  in  any  community  but  what  has 
a  good  flock  of  turkeys  lor  the  winter  markets, 
that  yield  him  very  profitable  returns,  shows  in 
itself  that  they  must  be  easy  to  raise  or  this 
would  not  be  the  case. 

Of  course  there  is  aright  way  and  a  wrong  way 
to  do  anything,  but  a  little  study  beforehand 
will  overcome  almost  any  difficulty,  although  it 
may  be  safe  to  say  that  experience  will  gener- 
ally increase  the  profits  realized. 

It  is  very  important,  indeed,  for  the  beginner, 
that  his  breeding  stock  that  he  begins  with 
should  be  large,  strong,  well  formed  specimens, 
as  the  future  stock  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
the  parent  birds.  Do  not  try  to  economize  on 
the  price  of  the  first  stock  bought,  for  when  high- 
priced,  valuable  stock  is  used  in  breeding,  their 
offspring  will  grow  up  like  them  and  amply  pay 
for  the  extra  expense  occasioned  in  the  start. 
Quality,  health  and  size  is  what  should  besought 
after,  and  wherever  the  proper  kind  of  stock  is 
found  the  beginner  should  willingly  pay  a  good 
price  for  it  and  be  glad  to  secure  first-class  breed- 
ers at  any  price. 

Be  very  careful  to  guard  against  over-feeding 
the  breeding  stock,  as  this  is  very  important  to 
secure  and  to  keep  the  offspring  produced  in  a 
healthy,  vigorous  condition.  Pampering  and 
over-feeding  may  make  the  parent  birds  appear 
plump  and  glossy,  but  do  not  be  deceived  with 
their  appearance  and  consider  them  profitable 
breeding  stock,  for  such  is  not  the  case  by  any 
means.  There  is  considerable  loss  occasioned 
each  year  by  having  the  breeding  stock  diseased 
and  really  not  fit  for  breeding  purposes.  Most 
of  this  is  brought  about  by  this  injudicious  prac- 
tice of  over-feeding.  The  breeder's  intentions 
are  generally  good,  as  it  would  not  be  consistent 
to  suppose  that  they  wish  to  waste  their  feed  for 
nothing,  but  they  should  be  more  careful  to 
study  into  the  effects  produced  and  feed  accord- 
ingly. 

If  the  turkeys  are  fed  too  much  it  will  soon 
disarrange  their  digestive  organs,  and  they  are 
then  very  susceptible  to  disease,  which,  after  it 
is  once  firmly  established,  is  very  hard  to  break 
and  successfully  eradicate.  What  the  turkey 
breeding  stock  need  is  bone  and  muscle  rather 
than  flesh,  and  they  should  be  fed  with  this  ob- 
ject in  view,  and  well  supplied  with  good 
strengthening  food,  which  will  aid  in  forming  a 
large,  strong  frame,  and  this  is  always  desirable, 
either  for  breeding  or  marketing  purposes. 

In  cases  where  this  is  neglected  and  the  tur- 
keys are  allowed  to  become  very  fat  at  breeding 
time,  the  eggs  laid  by  them  are  generally  small 
and  not  always  properly  fertilized,  and  if  they 
hatch  at  all  the  chicks  will  not  be  as  strong  and 
healthy  as  they  should  be,  and  of  course  will 
never  make  desirable  breeders.  After  the  young 
turkeys  pass  through  the  dangers  of  the  first  two 
months  of  their  lives  they  then  become  quite 
hardy,  and  as  we  all  know,  when  fully  matured, 
are  perhaps  the  hardiest  variety  of  poultry  we 
have.  It  seems  quite  strange,  yet  it  is  equally  as 
true,  that  they  should  be  so  exceedingly  hardy 
when  matured,  and  so  very  tender  and  delicate 
when  young. 

After  the  poults  pass  through  the  really  critical 
period  of  their  existence,  they  will  then  be  but 
very  little  trouble  or  expense  until  marketing 
time,  as  they  will  pick  up  nearly  all  of  their 
living  during  their  daily  wanderings.  A  short 
time  Defore  they  are  marketed,  they  should  be 
fed  on  strictly  fattening  food  and  confined  to 
small  quarters  where  they  will  have  but  very 
little  exercise.  This  should  be  done  as  long  as 
they  eat  greedily  and  keep  gaining  in  weight.  By 


this  way  they  will  be  fattened  quickly  and 
economically,  and  the  meat  produced  will  be 
much  more  tender  and  juicy  than  could  be  ob- 
tained in  any  other  way.  Milk  is  excellent  to 
moisten  their  food  at  this  time,  also  for  them  to 
drink  if  it  can  be  obtained  without  too  much  ex- 
pense. It  will  not  only  help  fatten  them  quickly 
but  will  also  greatly  improve  the  quality  of  the 
flesh. 

A  correspondent  in  the  Home  and  Farm  says : 
"Twenty-four  hours  after  the  young  turkeys  are 
hatched  I  take  the  hen  off  her  nest  and  put  her  in 
a  large  coop  for  one  night  to  accustom  her  to  the 
coop.  The  next  day  I  turn  her  out  to  follow 
her  own  sweet  will.  Sometimes  she  disappears 
for  a  week  or  so,  but  is  sure  to  turn  up  with  her 
flock  stronger  and  finer  than  if  she  had  been  con- 
fined every  nighL.  Except  for  predatory  animals 
I  would  never  coop. a  turkey  hen  and  her  brood. 
The  careless  way  of  letting  them  alone  to  wander 
and  rove  and  shift  for  themselves  gives  the  best 
result.  I  am  careful  to  feed  them  whenever  they 
come  up,  or  whenever  they  are  near  enough  to 
go  out  and  feed  them.  This  makes  them  domes- 
tic and  familiar  with  your  voice.  The  turkey  hen 
will  protect  them  from  rain,  unless  very  prolong- 
ed and  drenching  rains,  then  it  is  well  to  house 
them,  if  they  can  be  found.  It  is  when  they  first 
go  to  roost  that  one  sometimes  is  able  to  save  a 
weakly  or  stupid  bird  by  care.  The  precocious 
ones  follow  the  mother  into  the  nearest  tree, 
while  a  few  less  venturesome  huddle  on  the 
ground.  In  case  of  rain  they  are  sure  to  choose 
the  most  exposed  spot,  these  timid  ones  should 
be  cared  for.  However,  I  have  had  them  disap- 
pear with  a  young  brood  two  days'  old  and  come 
up  three  months  later  with  every  turkey  healthy, 
thrifty  and  well  grown.  My  theory  is,  that  the 
less  coddling  and  care  young  turkeys  have  the 
more  you  will  raise.  Should  symptoms  of  cholera 
appear,  throw  a  little  carbolic  acid  (ateaspoonful 
of  the  solution  to  a  gallon  of  water)  in  their 
drinking  water.  It  is  a  certain  cure,  and  is 
excellent  for  roup,  which,  at  last,  is  about  the 
only  enemy  to  be  dreaded.  For  roup,  I  use  chlo- 
rate of  potash  dissolved  in  water  (a  pretty  strong 
solution) ;  give  ateaspoonful  of  thesolution  night 
and  morning — three  times  a  day  is  better — and 
keep  carbolic  acid  in  the  drinking  water.  Roup 
is  very  fatal  in  turkeys.  In  winter  turkeys  should 
always  be  housed.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
they  can  endure  any  amount  of  exposure  and  bad 
weather.  In  the  fall  they  fatten  on  meal,  mashed 
potatoes,  (sweet  and  Irish),  and  milk.  Give  them 
as  much  as  they  can  eatof  anything  and  they  will 
be  fat.  Scalded  meal  or  mush  is  good  food  for 
young  and  old  turkeys,  it  should  be  seasoned 
with  salt  as  for  our  own  eating.  All  food  for 
poultry  should  have  about  the  same  proportion  of 
salt  that  we  use  in  our  own  food.  They  are  less 
liable  to  disease  if  this  is  observed.  A  wide  range 
and  unbounded  liberty  will  raise  more  turkeys 
than  all  the  methods  and  pains-taking  commend- 
ed by  rural  wiseacres.  A  chicken  nen  with  a 
brood  of  turkeys  will  require  some  care— she  can- 
not hover  them  as  effectually  as  the  turkey  hen. 
Still  I  have  been  very  successful  with  a  chicken 
hen,  especially  if  she  is  a  wide  ranger,  but  in 
every  case  the  turkey  hen  is  preferable.  On 
grain  and  hay  fields  I  consider  turkeys  a  clear 
profit,  by  saving  the  waste  grain  and  devouring 
the  grass-hoppers. 

We  do  not  approve  of  the  above  plan  of  trust- 
ing to  the  hen  to  roam  at  will,  but  rather  prefer 
the  following,  from  a  correspondent  in  the 
Journal  of  Agriculture,  who  says :  "For  the 
benefit  of  new  beginners  (not  old  ones  for  they, 
all  know  "their  way,")  we  will  go  back  and  fix 
the  nest  to  hatch  the  young  in ;  the  eggs  always 
hatch  better  when  the  nest  is  made  on  the  ground 
with  dry  leaves  or  grass.  This  is  the  turkey's 
way  of  making  it  when  left  alone,  and  if  she  is 
not  disturbed  the  eggs  will  hatch  well ;  but  some- 
times rats,  foxes,  etc.,  carry  away  the  eggs  and 
destroy  them  when  left  alone  this  way.  Where 
this  is  the  case,  we  use  a  barrel  turned  on  its 
side ;  in  this  make  a  nest  of  earth  three  inches 
deep ;  on  top  of  this  cover  with  leaves  and  dried 
grass,  leave  the  barrel  open  at  one  end  for  the 
hen  to  pass  in  and  out  to  get  food  during  the 
day,  at  night  have  a  broad  plank  to  close  the 
opening  to  protect  the  hen  and  eggs  from  danger. 

The  earth  should  be  kept  moist  by  sprinkling 
every  few  days  or  when  needed.  Aim  to  keep  it 
as  near  as  possible  like  the  ground  if  she  had 
built  her  nest  the  natural  way.  In  this  wav  the 
eggs  will  batch  better,  the  young  turks  will  not 
die  in  the  shell,  and  they  seem  stronger  when 
first  hatched.  After  the'hen  has  set  five  weeks 
the  little  turks  begin  to  chirp  and  here  they  come 
rolling  and  tumbling  out  of  the  shell.  Remove 
them  from  the  nest  as  fast  as  they  are  hatched 
and  place  in  a  warm  box  by  the  stove  until  all 
are  hatched,  this  prevents  the  hen  from  tramping 
them  to  death  before  all  the  eggs  are  hatched. 
When  the  lien  is  ready  to  take  from  the  nest 
place  her  in  a  pen  or  small  yard  with  the  young 
turks.  Have  the  pen  so  the  little  turkeys  can 
run  in  and  out  (they  will  not  go  far)  but  keep 
the  old  hen  confined  for  a  few  days  until  the 
young  ones  are  strong  enough  to  follow  on  her 
long  rambles  she  takes  after  different  kinds  of 
food.  They  must  be  protected  from  the  morning 
dews,  and  not  let  out  until  the  sun  has  dried  the 
grass.  When  strong  enough  the  hen  can  be 
given  free  range,  but  should  be  driven  up  every 
night  and  they  soon  learn  to  come  home  every 
nightand  go  to  the  right  place  for  them. 

Their  food  the  first  week  should  be  hard  boiled 
eggs  and  bread  crumbs  mixed  together ;  one  or 


two  eggs  a  day  mixe  with  bread  crumbs  is  suffi- 
cient for  a  flock  of  12  or  15  young  turkeys.  See 
that  the  old  hen  does  not  get  their  feed,  and  feed 
her  with  corn,  oats  or  any  coarse  food.  Clabber 
cheese  is  fine  for  them,  and  meat  cut  fine  or  most 
any  cooked  food.  After  they  are  a  few  weeks 
old  they  will  eat  small  grain,  which  makes  them 
grow  fast.  They  should  never  be  fed  raw,  wet 
dough. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Canadian  Poultry- 
Review  says  the  first  things  to  have,  if  possible,, 
is,  two  year  old  turkey  hens  and  a  year  old  gob- 
bler of  the  same  breed  but  not  of  the  same  fam- 
ily ;  and  the  nearer  pure  the  breed  the  surer  of 
success ; for  the  reason  that  purer  bloods  are 
less  given  to  wandering  away  from  home. 

Hens  raised  on  the  farm,  and  a  pure  blood 
gobbler,  bought  of  some  reliable  breeder,  are 
the  first  requisites  to  success. 

The  hens  will  usually  begin  to  lay  about  the 
20th  of  March  around  the  stables  and  outbuild- 
ings, not  going  to  the  woods  as  the  common 
turkey  invariably  does  to  hide  her  nest. 

The  eggs  are  removed  each  day,  till  the  hen 
shows  a  disposition  to  sit,  then  they  are  all  re- 
turned to  her,  placed  in  a  box  prepared  for  a 
nest,  and  put  near  the  place  where  she  has  been 
laying,  which  place  she  will  leave  for  the  box 
nest  next  provided  her.  After  she  has  claimed 
it  she  can  De  removed  with  the  nest  to  the  hen 
house  to  finish  her  labors  of  incubation  out  of 
reach  of  rats  and  other  vermin.  Sprinkle  the- 
eggs  with  tepid  water  every  few  days  in  dry 
weather.  Put  sulphur  and  ashes  in  the  bottom 
of  the  nest  under  the  hay  or  straw,  and  also  dust 
the  hen  with  sulphur  or  insect  powder  to  destroy 
the  lice,  for  they  are  sure  death  to  the  young 
chicks  when  hatched.  After  hatching  leave 
mother  and  chicks  on  the  nest  twenty-four  hours 
without  food  of  any  kind,  then  remove  them  to 
a  pen  12x16  feet,  made  of  boards  18  inches  high, 
adjoining  the  place  where  they  are  to  roost  in 
when  grown.  If  good  care  has  been  used  with 
fertile  eggs  there  should  be  eleven  chicks  from 
13  eggs. 

Let  them  stay  in  the  pen  through  the  day  and 
put  them  in  a  rat-proof  shed  at  night,  until  the 
chicks  can  fly  over  the  18  inch  fence,  then  let 
them  rove  over  the  farm  at  pleasure ;  you  may 
be  sure  they  will  not  go  far  from  home. 

Their  food  for  the  first  two  weeks  should  be 
largely  of  hard  boiled  eggs  and  sour  milk  curds, 
with  wheat  seasonings  and  corn  for  the  mother 
with  plenty  of  fresh  water  every  few  hours  in  a 
clean  dish  during  the  week  they  are  confined  in 
their  pen. 

Dust  the  mother  and  chicks  each  week  with 
insect  powder,  and  grease  their  heads  slightly 
with  coal  oil  and  lard.  When  they  are  old 
enough  to  go  at  liberty,  give  them  a  pan  of  sour 
milk  and  one  of  water,  in  a  shady  place  near 
the  house  and  they  "will  come  often' to  visit  you, 
if  you  will  each  time  give  them  a  little  wheat  or 
cracked  corn,  and  be  sure  to  shut  them  up  every 
night  away  from  harm  of  every  kind.  If  this  is 
done  till  the  harvest,  they  will  get  their  own 
living  till  the  ground  is  frozen  in  the  fall,  but 
they  ought  to  be  brought  home  every  night. 

Tlie  Country  Gentleman,  through  a  corre- 
spondent, has  an  excellent  article,  which  we 
highly  recommend,  and  it  states  that  young 
turkeys  commence  to  chip  the  shell  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  after  setting ;  oftentimes,  if  the 
weather  be  very  warm  a  day  or  twenty-four 
hours  sooner.  The  natural  mother  is  always  the 
best  for  the  rearing  of  the  young.  The  hen  tur- 
key usually  begins  to  drop  her  eggs  in  April ;  in 
some  eases  the  last  of  March,  if  the  season  be 
forward  or  the  winter  was  open,  but  it  is  not  de- 
sirable. From  sixteen  to  eighteen  eggs  is  the 
common  clutch  for  a  hen  to  drop  before  begin- 
ning to  sit,  but  young  turkeys  will  lay  in  some 
instances  from  forty  to  sixty  eggs  before  offer- 
ing to  sit.  More  frequently  they  do  not  sit  the 
first  season,  where  well  kept.  Iii  this  case  other 
fowls  must  be  employed  to  incubate  the  eggs. 
Common  hens  are  not  verv  suitable  to  rear 
turkeys,  yet  necessity  compels  us  sometimes  to 
employ  them.  In  the  first  place,  the  usual 
period  of  incubation  for  hens  is  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  days.  This  is  one  drawback,  and  any- 
thing but  a  Brahma  becomes  discouraged  before 
the  time  is  up,  and  either  quits  the  nest  or  be- 
comes unsteady  in  her  habits.  A  common  hen 
is  not  fit  to  run  with  turkeys,  as  their  natures 
are  rather  slow  and  sluggish,  and  although 
pretty  early  risers  turkeys  do  not  begin  their 
rambles  until  the  sun  is  well  up  and  the  night 
dew  has  gone  from  the  grass  and  the  chill  from 
the  air,  when  they  are  allowed  to  indulge  in 
their  natural  habits.  They  are  moderate  movers, 
and  will  each  day  ramble  off  perhaps  a  mile  or 
more  from  home,  and  yet  will  not  become  so 
much  fatigued  at  night  as  those  allowed  to  run 
with  a  common  hen.  This  latter  mother  is  too 
quick  and  fussy  in  her  movements  to  suit  the 
turkey. 

The  turkey  hen  is  steady  and  quiet,  seldom 
alarms  her  brood  without  cause,  and,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  is  exceedingly  fond  of  her  young, 
which  she  never  weans.  I  have  seen  her  sitting 
on  her  second  clutch  of  eggs  with  her  first  brood 
all  around  her.  There  appears  to  be  a  perfect 
understanding  between  her  and  her  offspring. 
They  will  wander  off  a  short  distance  to  search 
for  insects,  but  at  the  least  alarm  seek  the  mother 
wing.  Their  habits  thus  render  them  liable  to 
the  machinations  of  foxes  and  weasels,  and  they 
often  fall  the  prey  of  these  destructive  animals, 
a  whole  brood,  together  with  the  mother,  beincr 
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sometimes  captured  in  one  night.  When  they 
meet  with  no  disturbance,  day  by  day  the  older 
brood  will  wander  off  by  themselves  or  frequent- 
ly join  the  other  flock  until  they  have  forsaken 
the  mother  nest,  which  they  will  do  before  the 
late  brood  comes  off.  Thus  there  is  no  difficulty. 
Their  acute  instinct  teaches  them  to  avoid  this, 
and  yet  no  harsh  measures  are  resorted  to. 
Turkeys  are  remarkably  clean  birds,  much  more 
so  than  dunghill  fowls,  and  are  seldom  infested 
with  vermin.  The  presence  of  vermin  on  their 
oodies  is  far  more  destructive  to  young  poultry 
than  many  are  aware  of .  Some  observant  poul- 
trymen  pretend  to  say  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the 
gapes.  This  fact  cannot  have  full  indorsement. 
No  doubt  the  disease  is  greatly  aggravated,  but 
instances  are  known  where  the  chicks  were 
much  troubled  with  lice  and  yet  never  had  so 
much  as  a  touch  of  the  gapes. 

Every  turkev  shonld  be  out  of  the  shell  by  the 
1st  of  June.  Earlier  than  this  the  winds  are 
chilling  and  insects  are  not  plenty,  but  by  the 
middle  and  last  of  June  the  cold  rains  are  all 
over,  the  season  has  changed  into  summer,  and 
the  turkeys  that  came  off  by  June  1st  are  suffi- 
ciently advanced  to  be  able  to  run  and  take  care 
of  themselves.  The  grain  fields  are  fully  grown, 
the  grass  in  the  meadows  is  deep  and  affords 
protection  for  the  young,  the  hedges  offer  shelter 
from  showers  and  sudden  rains.  In  a  few  weeks 
the  young  birds  become  fully  feathered,  and  will 
be  fit  for  market  by  Thanksgiving.  For  the  first 
three  or  four  weeks  the  young  chicks  should  be 
kept  pretty  snug  about  home,  and  should  not  be 
allowed  to  run  at  all  the  three  or  four  days  im- 
mediately after  hatching.  Give  strong,  nutri- 
tious food,  which  should  be  a  custard  made  rich 
and  stiff  with  eggs  and  milk, for  the  first  feeding, 
boiled  eggs  and  scalded  meal  afterward  for  the 
first  week,  then  gradually  introduce  buckwheat, 
until  by  the  last  of  the  second  week  it  becomes 
the  principal  food,  giving  the  birds  their  liberty 
a  little  longer  and  a  little  farther  each  day  until 
three  weeks  old.  when  their  backs  will  be  cov- 
ered with  feathers  and  the  greatest  clanger  over. 
Train  them  at  first  in  the  ways  they  are  to  run, 
and  teach  them  to  come  home  at  night  for  their 
feed. 

The  Maine  Farmer  says  let  the  turkeys  alone 
for  the  first  twenty-tour'  hours  after  they  get 
into  this  "cold  and  unfeeling"  world.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  they  will  be  quite  strong 
and  decidedly  hungry ;  remove  them  to  a  clean, 
airy,  roomy  coop,  and  give  them  their  first  meal 
—only  it  mustn't  be  meal  at  all  but  boiled  eggs, 
stale  wheat  bread  crumbs  just  moistened  with 
milk  or  water;  "Dutch"  cheese,  or  a  mixture  of 
all  these. 

For  the  first  two  weeks  feed  entirely  with  the 
eggs,  bread,  curds,  cooked  rice  and  cooked  oat- 
meal. About  the  third  week,  commence  feeding 
cooked  oatmeal ;  and  from  that  on  they  may  be 
given  cooked  food  that  would  be  suitable  for 
chickens  of  the  same  age.  Season  all  food 
slightly  with  salt  and  pepper,  and  twice  a  week 
add  a  level  teaspoonfulof  bone  meal  to  a  pint  of 
feed.  Never  feed  any  sour  or  sloppy  food  of  any 
kind,  except  sour  milk,  and  never  feed  any  un- 
cooked food  of  any  kind  until  after  they  have 
thrown  out  the  red  on  their  heads.  Feed  often, 
five  or  six  times  a  day,  until  they  are  three 
months  old ;  then,  if  insects  are  plenty,  you  may 
gradually  reduce  the  number  of  meals  per  day 
to  three  or  even  two. 

After  they  are  three  months  old  they  mav  be 
given  wheat,  cracked  coi  n,  etc.,  but  no  whole 
corn  until  they  are  some  five  months  old.  Keep 
the  coops  dry  and  clean  and  the  turkeys  out  of 
the  dew  and  rains  until  they  are  fully  feathered, 
and  have  thrown  out  the  red.  Dampness  and 
filth  will  kill  young  turkeys  as  surely  as  a  dose 
of  poison.  For  the  first  few  days  confine  poults 
to  the  limits  of  the  coop  and  safety  run  ;  then,  if 
all  appear  strong  and  well,  give  tlie  mother  hen 
and  all  her  brood  liberty  on  pleasant  clays  after 
the  clew  is  off. 

If  they  get  caught  out  in  a  pleasant  shower, 
get  them  to  shelter  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  if 
they  are  chilled  take  them  to  the  house  and 
thoroughly  dry  and  warm  them.  See  that  the 
little  turkeys  come  home  every  night.  A  hen 
mother  will  come  home  at  nightfall,  but  the 
turkey  mother  must  for  the  first  few  nights,  be 
hunted  up  and  driven  home.  After  they  are 
three  months  old,  turkeys  are  quite  hardv,  and 
may  be  allowed  to  range  at  all  times. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Colorado  Farmer  says 
that  "ten  years'  experience  has  taught  us  to 
manage  young  turkeys  about  as  follows.  I  say 
us,  for  what  success  we  have  in  raising  the  young 
is  largely  due  to  aid  from  mv  better  half.  We 
set  the  turkey  eggs  under  common  hens,  nine  to 
a  nest,  allowing  the  young  poults  to  remain  in 
the  nest  24  to  36  hours  after  hatching.  Then  re- 
move hen  and  brood  to  vermin  proof  coop ;  con- 
fine for  three  days,  then  allow  hen  and  brood  un- 
limited range.  Shut  them  in  about  sundown  and 
open  soon  after  sunrise ;  feed  little  and  often  the 
first  few  weeks ;  hard  boiled  eggs  mixed  with  oat 
meal  or  stale  bread  crumbs  for  two  or  three  days, 
then  curd  mixed  with  bread  crumbs,  dandelion 
leaves  or  onion  tops.  After  ten  clays  some 
cracked  grain  might  be  added.  At  six  weeks 
feed  any  of  the  small  grains,  not  omitting  green 
food  and  the  mixed  feed  with  curd  in ;  occasion- 
ally dust  in  the  food,  charcoal,  sulphur  and  bone 
meal.  When  nearly  grown  feed  all  the  small  I 
grains  and  plenty  of  cabbage,  cucumbers  or  any 
other  green  food.  For  fattening  feed  plentv  of 
corn  or  boiled  barley ;  also  a  cooked  mush  made  1 


of  corn  meal;  or  of  raw  corn  chop  and  bran 
mixed  with  skimmed  milk.  Don't  forget  to  feed 
charcoal.  Don't  coop  to  fatten.  Nothing  frets  a 
turkey  like  confinement.  Bronze  turkeys,  if 
abundantly  fed,  will  range  but  little  and  fatten 
quickly.  Keep  the  young  poults  free  from  lice, 
chills  and  wet  weather." 

A  lady  correspondent  of  the  Live  Stock  Month- 
ly, giving  her  experience  in  raising  young  tur- 
keys, sums  the  whole  matter,  including  feeding, 
as  follows:  "The  secret  of  raising  young  turkeys 
is  to  have  good  stock  to  raise  from,  never  let 
them  get  damp,  feed  often,  allowing  milk,  eggs, 
meat,  with  grain  and  plenty  of  greea  stuff ;  pro- 
vide plenty  of  gravel  and  water,  and  let  them 
forage  as  much  as  you  can,  but  only  on  fair 
days ;  be  careful  and  keep  everything  about 
them  extra  clean,  as  lice  and  filth  make  short 
work  of  them.  We  confine  our  turkeys  in  the 
yard  and  orchard  till  tliey  are  five  or  six  weeks 
old.  Through  the  winter  I  feed  them  on  corn 
mostly,  with  plenty  of  milk  and  an  occasional 
feed  of  something  warm  on  cold  days." 

As  to  food  and  treatment  the  following  is  ad- 
vised :  "Take  two  gallons  of  sweet  milk  (water 
will  do),  and  two  pods  of  red  pepper.  Put  in  the 
pot  and  let  boil,  then  put  in  all  of  the  hard  scraps 
of  bread  and  refuse  meat  you  have  on  hand,  and 
finish  thickening  with  equal  parts  of  corn  meal 
and  wheat  bran.  Feed  this  warm  on  a  cold 
morning  and  they  will  gobble  and  strut  their 
thanks  to  your  heart's  content.  The  latter  part 
of  February  or  March  they  should  have  meat 
regular  three  or  four  times  a  week.  Be  careful 
and  not  get  them  too  fat  and  they  will  begin  lay- 
ing in  March,  and  if  they  have  been  petted  and 
gentled,  as  they  should  have  been  (never  allow 
them  to  be  chased  by  dogs  or  children),  they  will 
lay  anywhere  you  wish  them  to.  An  old  barrel 
laid  on  its  side  in  a  fence  corner,  with  some 
brush  over  it,  a  sackful  of  leaves  by  a  stump,  or 
they  will  go  in  the  hen  house  and  lay  with  the 
hens.  Be  sure  there  are  no  lice  on  your  breed- 
ing turkeys,  so  that  your  young  ones  may  be 
free  from  this  bane  of  poultry  raising." 

What  the  Poultry  Keeper  Says:  After 
having  given  the  experience  of  others,  from  our 
exchanges,  we  will  now  repeat  what  we  once  be- 
fore stated,  which  is  that  unless  the  conditions 
are  very  favorable,  there  is  no  use  in  hatching 
young  turkeys  too  early.  A  young  turkey  is  a 
very  hard  creature  to  raise ;  they  cannot  be  kept 
in  confinement  as  long  as  chicks,  and  yet  it  is 
not  safe  to  trust  them  to  forage  with  the  mother 
always ;  but  for  the  great  loss  among  young  tur- 
keys, they,  the  adults,  would  not  command  the 
prices  usually  obtained.  The  first  requisite  is  to 
be  careful  that  the  young  turkeys  be  not  ex- 
posed to  the  slightest  degree  of -dampness,  as 
dampness  is  fatal  to  them ;  they  should  be  kept 
closely  confined  under  a  coop  that  is  perfectly 
water-tight  until  the  sun  has  evaporated  all  the 
moisture  from  the  grass,  and  at  evening  they 
should  be  confined  again  before  the  sun  goes 
down.  The  next  point  is  the  feeding,  and  right 
there  comes  the  science  of  turkey  raising ;  we 
know  that  quite  a  number  feed  three  times  a 
day,  but  it  will  not  do  for  young  turkeys,  which 
we  will  explain ;  next  to  tlie  young  peacock,  the 
turkey  feathers  more  rapidly  than  any  other  class 
of  young  stock.  Now,  in  order  to  feather  rapidly, 
the  system  demands  nitrogen  (in  shape  of  meat 
of  milk),  phosphates  (from  bones  or  grains)  and 
some  green  or  bulky  food,  and  this  should  be 
given  very  often,  once  every  two  hours,  if  nec- 
essary, till  they  have  feathered  out ;  sometimes 
omission  of  a  single  meal  will  prove  fatal ;  the 
first  food  should  be  hard  boiled  eggs,  with  plenty 
or  milk  to  drink,  either  sweet  or  clabbered; 
after  the  third  day  the  food  should  consist  of  an 
egg  cooked  in  a  teacup  of  milk,  thickened  while 
being  cooked  with  a  mixture  of  corn  meal, 
ground  oats  and  middlings,  adding  finely  chop- 
ped onions  (tops  and  bulbs):  also  stale  bread 
crumbs  soaked  in  milk  should  be  given  them. 
After  they  are  a  week  old,  the  egg  may  be  left 
out,  the  mixture  consisting  of  milk,  meal,  oats 
and  shipstuff,  with  enough  bran  to  make  it 
crumble  easily,  but  a  little  meat  should  be  fed 
at  least  once  a  day ;  boiled  potatoes  are  also  ex- 
cellent, while  chopped  cabbage,  onion,  or  steep- 
ed clover  answer' admirably ;  always  salt  the 
food  to  taste,  a  very  small  quantity  of  red  pep- 
per may  be  occasionally  added;  they  should 
have  plenty  of  water  at  all  times,  but  it  should 
be  given  so  that  only  their  beaks  can  be  wet 
with  it.  After  tlie  dangerous  period  has  passed, 
they  may  be  allowed  to  forage,  but  should  be 
confined  when  young,  except  on  fair  days ;  they 
eat  all  kinds  of'insects,  and  forage  over  quite  a 
distance;  one  gobbler  will  suffice  for  a  dozen 
hens,  a  single  union  fertilizing  all  the  eggs. 
They  usually  have  a  free  fight  when  about  half 
grown,  to  decide  who  is  "boss."  Old  turkeys 
will  come  up  regularly  for  their  food,  if  trained 
to  do  so,  ana  they  will  go  up  with  the  hens  at 
night,  if  hatched  under  liens  and  brought  up  to 
do  so. 

THE  secret  in  a  nutshell. 
In  order  to  enable  our  readers  to  more  fully 
understand  what  may  be  required,  the  following 
cardinal  points  should  be  kept  in  view.  They 
aie — 

1.  Never  let  the  young  turkeys  get  wet.  The 
slightest  dampness  is  fatal. 

2.  Feed  nothing  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
after  they  are  hatched. 

3.  Before  putting  them  in  the  coop  see  that  it  is 
perfectly  clean  and  free  from  lice,  and  dust  them 
three  timesa.  week  with  Persian  insect  powder. 


4.  Be  sure  the  hen  is  free  from  lice.  Dust  her 
too. 

5.  Look  out  for  mites,  and  the  large  lice  on  the 
heads,  necks  and  vents.  Grease  heads,  necks 
and  vents  with  lard,  but  avoid  kerosene. 

6.  Nine-tenths  of  the  young  turkeys  die  from 
lice.  Remember  that. 

7.  Filth  will  soon  make  short  work  of  them. 
Feed  on  clean  surfaces.  Give  water  in  a  man- 
ner so  they  can  only  wet  their  beaks. 

8.  The  first  week  feed  a  mixture  of  one  egg, 
beaten,andwheat  middlingsone  part,ground  meat 
one  part,  corn  meal  one  part,  mixed,  with  salt  to- 
taste,  and  cooked  as  bread,  then  crumbled  for 
them,  with  milk  or  curds,  so  they  can  drink  all 
they  want.  Feed  every  two  hours,  early  and 
late. 

9.  Give  a  little  raw  meat  every  day ;  also  finely 
chopped  onions,  or  other  tender  green  food. 

10.  After  the  first  week  keep  wheat  and  ground 
meat,  in  boxes,  before  them  all  the  time,  but 
feed,  three  times  a  day,  on  a  mixture  of  corn- 
meal,  wheat  middlings,  ground  oats,  cooked, 
and  to  which  chopped  green  food  is  added. 

11.  Mashed  potatoes,  cooked  turnips,  cold  rice 
and  such,  will  always  be  in  order. 

12.  Too  much  hard  boiled  eggs  will  cause 
bowel  disease. 

13.  Bemove  coop  to  fresh  ground  often  in 
order  to  avoid  filth. 

14.  Ground  bone,  fine  gravel,  ground  shells 
and  a  dust  bath  must  be  provided. 

15.  Give  them  liberty  on  dry  warm  days. 

16.  They  must  be  carefully  attended  to  until 
well  feathered. 

"WHAT  OUR  READERS  SAY: 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Bancroft,  of  Ceresco,  Nebraska, 
says:  "I  can  raise  turkeys  better  than  I 
can  write  on  the  subject.  In  caring 
for  young  turkeys  much  depends  on  the  feed 
for  the  first  two  months.  I  feed  my  turkeys  as 
soon  as  they  will  eat.  The  first  is  stale  bread 
soaked  in  milk,  then  curd  made  from  sour  or 
clabbered  milk,  by  scalding  it  over  the  fire.  To' 
this  add  a  little  black  pepper  three  times  a  week, 
and  feed  often.  Turkeys  require  feed  oftener 
than  chicks.  Give  all  the  milk  they  can  drink, 
sweet  or  sour,  and  plenty  of  fresh  water.  Give 
small  grains  of  any  kind  for  a  change.  Meat 
scraps  if  not  salt,  mixed  in  soft  food,  are  good,  or 
better  still,  fresh  meat.  Wheat  bran,  mixed, 
with  sour  milk,  is  a  good  change ;  I  never  feed 
raw  corn  meal,  as  it  bakes  in  their  crops  and 
kills  them.  If  fed  at  all  it  should  be  baked  first.. 1 
When  old  enough  to  eat  corn  feed  anything  you 
like,  as  after  that  age  danger  is  over  in  regard, 
to  feed.  Now,  a  word  about  the  coops.  Keep1 
them  clean  and  dry.  Keep  their  drinking  cups 
clean,  and  do  not  expose  young  turkeys  to  rain 
or  dew,  as  they  are  very  tender  in  regard  to  wet, 
but  in  fair  weather  let  them  have  plenty  of  range 
in  day  time,  confining  them  to  their  coops  at 
night.  Give  plenty  of  sand,  gravel,  or  broken 
earthenware,  and  glass  is  good  if  oyster  shell  is 
not  handy.  Give  them  a  dust  bath  of  coal  ashes. 
It  will  make  chicken  lice  hunt  other  quarters.  I 
set  the  turkey  eggs  under  common  hens.  They 
make  better  mothers,  as  they  do  not  stray  far 
from  home,  and  I  can  confine  them  with  less 
trouble  in  small  coops,  allowing  one  hen  to  each, 
coop.  If  kept  confined  a  few  days  the  hen  will 
take  her  own  coop  at  night.  If  the  hen  weans- 
them  very  young,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  drive- 
them  to  their  coops  until  they  can  fly  to  roost. 
My  medicine  is  simple  as  my  method.  Plenty  of 
pepper  (black  and  red)  yellow  mustard  (ground, 
and  mixed  in  their  feed).  If  too  sick  to  eat 
mix  in  water  and  pour  it  down  them ;  a  half 
teaspoonful  for  a  grown  fowl,  little  ones  accord- 
ing to  age.  I  give  a  few  drops  of  kerosene  oil,  in 
an  hour  after  giving  the  mustard,  twice  a  day,  if 
very  sick.  I  give  all  of  my  poultry  a  little  kero- 
sene in  their  drinking  water.  I  have  good  luck 
giving  it,  still  it  might  prove  fatal  if  given  in; 
larger  doses.  I  think  an  ounce  of  prevention  is 
worth  a  pound  of  cure,  and  that  good  feed,  care,, 
and  cleanliness  is  worth  more  than  roup  pills  or 
patent  medicine." 

Regarding  turkeys  as  layers,  Mr.  J.  P.. 
Stella,  Dahlgren,  Illinois,  says:  "For  five 
years  I  have  been  experimenting  with  tur- 
keys as  egg  producers,  and,  by  your  permis- 
sion, I  will  give  your  readers  the  result  for 
what  it  is  worth :  I  began  by  procuring  some  of 
the  best  Bronze  Turkeys  I  could  get.  These  I 
watched  faithfully  the  first  season,  carefully 
noting  the  earliest  and  most  prolific  layers. 
These  best  layers,  and  their  offspring,  I  selected 
as  breeders  the  next  season,  and  so  on  for  each 
successive  season,  not  neglecting,  however,  the 
other  desirable  points  of  this  valuable  and  pop- 
ular fowl.  The  result  is  a  development  of  egg 
production  beyond  my  expectation.  In  1885,  one 
hen  laid  sixty-eight  eggs,  and  hatched  and 
raised  a  fine  brood  of  turkeys  during  the  season. 
It  is  not  unusual  for  hens  to  lay  from  sixty  to  a. 
hundred  eggs  during  a  season.  They  commence 
laying  early  and  continue  until  late  in  the  fall.. 
The  eggs  seldom  fail  to  hatch,  and  the  young: 
turkeys  are  hardy  and  thrifty  growers.  Is  not 
the  experiment  worth  following  up  by  others?" 

Mrs.  B.  J. Gross,  Malone,  Iowa,  writes:  "lam 
very  much  benefited  by  reading  others'  ex- 
perience in  the  Poultry  Keeper  and 
thought  I  would  tell  you  a  little  of  my  expe- 
rience. Have  raised  chickens  for  about  ten 
years,  and  it  would  take  a  great  many  sheets  of 
paper  to  tell  all  my  ups  and  downs  in  the  busi- 
ness. I  have  Plymouth  Rock  chickens  mostly 
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and  like  them  very  much,  for  they  are  so  tame. 
I  have  also  Pekin  ducks  and  Bronze  turkeys. 
I  raised  twenty-five  turkeys  of  different  bree'ds 
from  eggs  bought  from  the  neighbors,  some  of 
which  were  Bronze.  In  the  hist  place  they 
•were  covered  with  lice  and  soon  after  I  dis- 
pensed with  that  pest  by  greasing  their  heads 
with  lard.  I  found  all  but  two  showed  signs  of 
the  swelled  head  or  face.  Some  of  them  were  at 
least  six  weeks  old  and  so  on  down  to  some  just 
hatched.'' 

Mr.  M.  Taylor,  of  Hale.  Mo.,  tells  of  heavy 
laying,  large  birds,  and  how  to  cure  cholera.  He 
says:  "I  have  a  turkey  hen  that  laid  near  150 
eggs  last  season.  One  torn,  hatched  late  last 
summer,  weighs  21  lbs.,  and  has  not  been  fed  ex- 
tra either.  When  the  weather  is  very  cold  I 
give  warm  feed  in  the  mornings,  and  grain  at 
night ;  if  there  is  no  snow,  and  it  is  not  very  cold, 
I  do  not  feed  at  all  in  the  mornings.  Cholera  is  all 
the  fowl  disease  (except  lice)  we  have  here,  and 
black  antimony  given  in  soft  food,  is  a  never 
failing  remedy  here.  I  once  gave  soda  to  a 
turkey  hen  that  was  nearly  dead  with  cholera, 
and  it  cured  her.  Farmers'  hens  are  generally 
too  fat  to  lay  well  in  winter.  They  have  grain 
laying  by  them  all  the  time.  Good  luck  and  lots 
of  it  to  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Doren.  Buckingham,  Illinois, 
writes ;  Put  as  many  barrels  without  heads  in  by 
places  where  no  stock  will  disturb  them,  near  the 


clean  place  five  or  six  times  a  day  for  five  weeks. 
These  five  weeks,  feed  also,  twice  a  week,  fine 
chopped  onions,  mixed  with  the  mixture  men- 
tioned above.  After  this  have  ground  bone  and 
oyster  shell  handy,  where  it  won't  get  wet  and 
spoil,  for  them  to  run  to  at  will.  Give  "Douglass 
Mixture"  twice  a  week,  especially  during  the 
moulting  season.  The  plan  of  having  sand  and 
gravel  by  the  barrel,  within  reach  is  a  necessity, 
at  least  for  winter  supply.  "Douglass  Mixture" 
is  made  of  8  ozs.  of  copperas  and  one-half  fluid 
ounce  of  sulphuric  acid,  (the  copperas  pulverized 
and  dissolved  before  adding  the  sulphuric  acid) 
put  in  one  gallon  of  water,  (soft  water  is  best). 
Put  the  mixture  in  a  gallon  jar,  and  use  one-half 
teacup  to  a  common  pail  of  water.  For  one  day 
at  a  time,  twice  a  week  after  the  first  week, 
cracked  corn  will  be  good,  because  dry.  Never 
feed  raw  corn  meal  dough.  They  need  a  shed 
to  run  into  when  storms  come  on,  summer  or 
winter.  A  lady's  request  (fromWaltham,  Mass.) 
for  me  (after  consulting  my  wife)  to  write  her 
how  we  succeeded  in  raising  turkeys,  as  de- 
scribed in  a  former  letter,  induced  me  to  write 
so  that  all  could  have  what  little  experience  we 
had, — and  as  Friend  Jacobs  has  all  the  type  to 
set  it  up,  he  is  requested  to  print  this  if  lie  sees 
fit.— [Mr.  Van  Doren  makes  turkeys  a  specialty, 
and  his  advice,  given  above,  is  very  valuable. — 
Ed.] 

We  have  endeavored  to  give  you  a  corn- 


leave  him,  except  to  retire  at  night,  antil  he  re- 
turned to  Boston  the  next  morning.  When  he 
went  to  the  incubator  house,  we  went  also. 
When  he  went  to  the  barn,  or  stable  \ve  followed 
him.  At  no  time  did  we  leave  him  except  to 
sleep. 

But  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  close  ob- 
servation. We  found  qnite  a  number  of  incuba- 
tors in  his  incubator  house,  all  in  operation,  and 
all  filled  with  eggs,  showing  that  he  had  made 
no  tests  for  special  purposes.  When  he  was 
ready  he  went  to  one  of  the  incubators,  took  out 
all  the  eggs,  put  them  in  a  trunk,  carried  them 
on  the  ears  to  Boston,  and— such  a  hatch.  It  was 
a  grand  sit. 

We  assisted  him  to  take  the  eggs  out  of  the  in- 
cubator, helped  him  to  get  the  trunk  full  of  eggs 
to  Boston,  saw  him  open  the  trunk  three  times 
to  cool  the  eggs,  as  the  animal  heat  in  the  trunk 
was  such  as  to  reach  a  temperature  of  114  de- 
grees. The  other  incubators  were  not  touched. 
He  did  not  know  we  intended  to  go  with  him 
home  until  just  before  he  started,  and  had  no 
opportunity  to  make  any  preparations  to  deceive 
us.  We  saw  the  whole  operation.  He  carries 
only  the  eggs  from  one  incubator,  unless  he  car- 
ries a  number  of  incubators. 

He  has  400  Pekin  ducks,  employs  a  large  force 
making  incubators,  is  well-known  in  his  commu- 
nity as  an  upright,  conscieneious  man,  and  his 
character  cannot  be  assailed.  We  make  this 
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dwelling-house,  whenever  you  have  turkey  hens  | 
to  lay  or  sit.  Some  straw  in  them  will  invite 
them.  Take  out  the  egg,  as  laid  every  day,  and 
keep  them  not  too  warm  or  cold.  They  should  i 
be  set  or  shipped  within  six  days.  Set  the  2  first 
■  clutches  they  lay  under  gentleP.  Kocks,  if  you 
:have  them,  (I  keep  no  other).  The  3d  clutch  let  \ 
them  sit.  By  the  time  they  hatch,  about  6  weeks  ! 
:after.  all  voung  turkeys  will  go  together.  Four 
large  spades  of  fresh  earth,  put  in  the  barrel 
when  you  set  the  birds,  forms  a  means  of  keeping 
the  eggs  in  place,  and  holding  moisture.  A  paper 
-tacked  on  to  the  barrel  with  date  of  setting, 
enables  you  to  watch  when  to  look  for  the  young 
-chicks.  Leave  them  undisturbed  one.  day.  Have 
.a  pen  of  tight  boards.  2  feet  high,  and  after  dust- 
ing the  hens'"  feathers  underneath  with  Persian 
Insect  Powder,  lb  and  a  little  bellows  costing 
10  cents  can  be  had  at  the  druggist's).  Put  all  in 
the  pen,  have  shade  from  sun  and  rain,  for  pro- 
tection, for  cold  and  wet  are  death  to  young  tur- 
keys. After  one  week  they  can  be  let  out  on 
pleasant  afternoons. 

Hard  boiled  eggs  and  wheat  bread,  and  some  ! 
milk  curd,  fed  to  them,  a  little  at  a  time,  five  or 
six  times  a  day.  will  be  just  the  thing  for  the  \ 
first  week.   Following  this  give,  for  food,  ground 
corn  and  oats  (some  more  corn  than  oats)  mixed  , 
with  saleratus  and  milk,  peppered  and  salted 
to  taste,  and  some  bone  meal,  baked  in  a  large  ! 
pan.   Soak  this  bread  in  milk, and  feed  in  a1 


plete  book  on  turkeys.  We  have  still  in  store 
geese,  ducks,  incubators,  tirooders,  and  other 
articles.  We  could  fill  up  twice  as  much  space— 
if  we  had  it— but  this  article  is  already  too  long. 


Mr,  Macomber's  Houdans. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Macomber,  St.  Charles,  Minn.,  has 
given  attention  not  only  to  Pose  Comb  Leghorns, 
P.  Kocks,  Wyandottes,  White  Cochins  and  Pol- 
ish, but  is  noted  as  the  possessor  of  some  of  the 
finest  Houdans  to  be  found  in  the  West,  having 
won  a  large  number  of  first  and  special  premiums . 
He  endeavors  to  supply  the  great  Northwest, 
though  his  sales  extend  to  all  portions  of  the 
country.  As  a  breeder  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful and  is  well  known  throughout  his  section. 


James  Eankin  and  Jttis  Monarch  Incubator. 

Knowing  that  the  Monarch  incubator  would 
be  on  exhibition  at  the  recent  Boston  Show  and 
that  he  would  make  some  gciod  hatches,  we  de- 
termined to  follow  him  to  his  home  and  find  out 
all  his  secrets.  As  Mr.  Rankin  informed  us  that 
he  would  make  a  second  hatch  we  asked  per- 
mission to  "stick  to  him,"  until  the  hatch  was 
over.  So  when  he  went  to  South  Easton  for 
more  eggs  our  editor  followed  him,  and  not 


statement  as  we  went  to  his  home  to  "watch" 
him,  and  we  simply  give  facts  as  they  occurred. 
Its  not  out  of  place  to  say  that  Mr.  Eankin  is  as- 
sisted by  a  handsome  son,  who  superintends  the 
construction  of  the  incubators,  and  by  an  ac- 
complished daughter,  who  assists  him  in  his 
correspondence,  while  his  excellent  wife  de- 
lights in  rendering  the  visits  of  strangers  agree- 
able and  delightful.  Each  joined  in  affording 
us  every  opportunity  for  inspection,  and  we  re- 
turned to  Boston  with  the  satisfaction  of  having 
done  our  duty  to  our  readers. 

 •  

The  Little  Girl's  Letter, 

MISS  BERTHA  G.  ACORN,  JACKSONVILLE.  ILL. 

I  think  a  great  deal  of  you,  although  I  am  a 
little  girl  nine  years  old,  I  raised  tw  enty-three 
ducks  this  summer— the  first  I  ever  had.  They 
are  perfect  beauties,  I  can  tell  you.  thirteen 
weeks  old.  weigh  five  pounds.  I  am  just  starting 
in  the  poultry  business.  I  like  to  read  the  letters 
in  the  correspondents  column.  I  find  quite  a  lot 
of  useful  information  in  them.  My  mother  is 
trying  to  raise  some  Wyandotte  chickens  this 
year  but  some  chicken  thieves  shot  four  of  them. 
Good  bye  for  this  time. 

[We  venture  to  predict  that  one  of  these  days 
you  will  be  competent  to  manage  a  large  number, 
as  you  have  made  au  early  beginning.— Ed.] 
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Incubators.— A  correspondent  says  the  first 
trial  with  a  home-made  incubator  was  as  follows : 
Filled  it  with  288  eggs,  took  151  chicks,  but  20 
dozen  of  the  eggs  were  bought  at  the  store. 

Would  Have  Been  Left— Mr.  F.  L.  Carter, 
Bryan,  O.,  writes :  "I  have  some  very  fine  White 
Leghorns,  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  P.  K.  I 
would  have  been  left  entirely  in  the  shade." 

Langshans.— Mr.  Geo.  W.  Fox,  Holmesburg, 
Pa.,  says:  "I  am  raising  Langshans,  and  am 
getting  two  eggs  daily  from  three  pullets  since 
last  January,  which  I  consider  excellent  for  a 
start." 

A  Huge  Egg— Mr.  H.C. Doren,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  writes:  "I  am  raising  Light  Brahmas  and 
Brown  Leghorns.  I  got  a  Light  Brahma  egg 
weighing  4  ounces,  measuring  8%  in.  over  long- 
est point  and  614  in.  over  middle." 

A  Roup  Cure.— Mr.  A.  M.  Hancock,  742  North 
Ninth  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  writes:  "I  find 
your  paper  of  great  advantage.  Have  had  sev- 
eral down  with  roup,  and  after  trying  several 
remedies,  resorted  to  Lake's  remedy,  which  you 
published." 

The  Leghorns  Can  Down  All  Others.— Mr. 
J.  B.  Davis,  Coal  Valley,  Pa.,  writes.—"  I  think 
that  the  Leghorns  can  down  any  of  the  large 
breeds  for  eggs,  and  as  winter  layers,  if  they  are 
attended  to  properly,  as  I  have  no  trouble  to 
keep  them  shelling  out  all  the  winter." 

The  Excelsior  Incubator.— Mr.  J.  H.  Nor- 
ton, Ashley,  111.,  writes:  "Last  December  I  pur- 
chased an  Excelsior  Incubator,  the  result  being 
80  per  cent,  of  healthy  chicks.  Pretty  good  for 
mid-winter.  It  will  do  all  that  is  claimed  for  it. 
The  Poultry  Keeper  is  a  welcome  visitor." 

The  "  Little  Compton  Farm."— Mr.  D.  M. 
Graham,  Putnam,  Conn.,  writes:— "Am  glad  you 
exposed  that  "  Little  Compton  Racket:''  Such 
things  ought  to  be  looked  over  very  carefully. 
Your  expose  of  the  "Two  Standards"  will  also 
open  the  eyes  of  some  who  have  put  confidence 
in  it. 

Hatching  With  Natural  Gas.— Mr.  T.  B. 
Booth,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  writes:  "A  Coch- 
ranville  woman  packed  a  number  of  eggs  in 
cotton  batting,  put  them  behind  the  stove  in 
which  a  regular  heat  is  kept  up  by  natural  gas, 
and  now  the  chickens  are  hatching  out." 

Hens  Eating  Eggs.— Mr.  G.  H.  Bellinger, 
Duluth,  Minn.,  writes:  "I  tried  your  remedy  of 
making  the  nest  dark  to  prevent  the  hens  from 
eating  their  eggs,  but  it  did  not  stop  the  evil." 
We  will  say  to  Mr.  B.  that  we  will  give  an  illus- 
tration of  a  nest,  in  June  issue,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  egg-eating. 

Cross-bred  Eggs.— E.  A.  Bealeton,  Camden, 
N.  J.,  writes:  "The  plan  of  selling  cross-bred 
eggs,  adopted  by  Major  C.  M.  Jordan,  Hammon- 
ton,  N.  J.,  is  an  excellent  one.  Instead  of  buy- 
ing pure-breeds  for  crossing  we  can  send  direct 
to  nun.  It  is  just  the  thing  for  those  wanting 
Minorca  crosses." 

Incubator  Pullets.— Mrs.  D.  Bartholomew, 
Perry,  Ohio,  writes:  "I  have  noticed  the  in- 
quiry, 'Do  incubator  pullets  lay?'  I  have  five 
that  laid  12  dozen  eggs  before  they  were  eight 
months  old.  One  commenced  at  five  months  and 
ten  days  old.  They  are  Leghorns  and  Brahmas 
crossed." 

An  Eleven- Year-Old  .—Master  Asa  Button, 
Bellville,  Mich.,  writes:  "I  am  a  little  boy,  11 
years  old.  I  have  11  hens  and  a  cockerel,  of 
Plymouth  Kocks.  During  February  they  laid 
119  eggs,  and  are  laying  now  (March).  They 
have  laid  since  last  November.  I  think  there  is 
money  in  poultry." 

Was  Agreeably  Astonished.— Mr.  A.  T. 
Kellie,  Edmonton,  Can.,  writes:  "I  got  a  sample 
of  your  paper  and  my  mind  was  made  up  at 
once,  so  here  are  two  subscriptions.  I  can 
hatch  a  much  larger  percentage  of  chicks  by 
putting  damp  manure  under  the  nests,  which  I 
attribute  to  the  moisture.  I  breed  for  eggs  ex- 
clusively." 

Cross-breds.— Mr.  Henry  Arnd,  Odin,  111., 
writes:  "Through  the  influence  of  the  P.  K.  the 
Minorca  boom  and  cross-breeding  has  come 
West.  I  have  a  trio  of  White  Minorcas  and 
eight  Light  Brahmas  in  one  pen.  Also  White 
Leghorns  and  Plymouth  Rocks  in  another.  If 
the  P.  K.  is  made  a  weekly  I  can  dispense  with 
all  other  papers." 

Bad  Reputations.— Harry  Robinson,  Holli- 
daysburg,  Pa.,  writes:  "I  notice  a  letter  from 
Dr.  A.  C  Calvin,  regarding  men  of  bad  reputa- 
tion.I  have  spared  neither  trouble  nor  expense  to 

frocure  the  best,  always  paying  the  price  asked, 
sent  one  party  in  New  York  State  $25  for 
Wyandottes,  on  the  strength  of  his  description 
of  them,  and  they  were  a  miserable  lot." 
"^Knows  Where  to  Look  for  Help.— Mrs.  L. 
B.  Surdan,  Hoosick  Falls,  Vermont,  says:  "I 
cannot  understand  how  one  paper  can  be  so 
much  superior  to  all  the  others,  as  yours  is.  So 
much  information  in  as  few  words  as  possible. 
When  we  want  a  remedy  we  always  find  it  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  Am  glad  you  are  not  afraid 
to  speak  out.  '  Give  it  to  the  express  companies. 
I  send  you  a  list  of  names  for  samples." 


A  Six  Hen  Record.— "Subscriber  writes  that 
six  hens  laid  90  dozen  eggs  from  March  15th  to 
November  9th,  and  raised  100  chicks,  which  is  a 
good  record." 

Must  Talk  Chicken. —  Mr.  G.  H.  Liger, 
Prairie  Centre,  111.,  writing  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Doolittle, 
of  Owatonna,  Minn.,  says :  "I  consider  that  copy 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper  you  sent  me  worth  ten 
times  the  subscription,  and  will  subscribe  for  it. 
I  like  a  paper  that  talks  chicken,  and  not  tumb- 
ling pigeons  or  pet  poodles." 

The  First  Hatch  in  His  Incubator.— Mr.  D. 
C.  Meeker,  78  Grand  Avenue,  Denver,  Colorado, 
writes:  "I  have  my  first  hatch  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper  incubator,  which  I  have  improved  by 
making  it  double.  I  put  in  104  eggs,  tested  out 
39,broke  1,  leaving  73,  from  which  1  got  55  chicks, 
or  per  cent.  Chicks  are  doing  well.  Eggs 
were  from  pullets." 

A  Remedy  for  Fleas.— Mr.  W.  H.  Eberle, 
house  No.  3907,  Rock  Island,  111.,  writes:  "To 
make  good  nest  eggs,  boil  them  for  five  minutes, 
until  hard,  and  mark  them  with  ink.  They  will 
last  a  year.  Burn  sulphur  in  a  closed  hen  house, 
and  it  will  kill  fleas  and  every  living  thing  in 
it." 

Some  Heavy  Laying.— Mr.  Fred  L.  Marion, 
Woburn,  Mass.,  writes:  "I  want  to  tell  you  what 
one  of  my  Brahma  hens  did.  In  13  days  she  laid 
five  eggs,  each  weighing  ounces.  On  the 
16th  day  she  began  laying  right,  and  laid  30  eggs 
in  42  days,  then  wanted  to  sit." 

Don't  Doctor  Fowls.— Mr.  Elliott  Johnson, 
Wachapreague,  Va.,  writes:  "It  was  a  lucky 
chance  for  me  that  some  one  sent  me  a  sample 
of  your  paper.  I  don't  believe  in  so  much  doc- 
toring oi  fowls,  but  think  we  should  endeavor  to 
get  at  some  remedy  that  will  suit  the  particular 
disease." 

Removing  Lice.— Mr.  L.  B.  Carter,  Kennedy, 
N.  Y.,  writes :  "It  a  very  easy  matter  for  poul- 
trymen  to  give  a  little  care  to  the  fowls  daily  ,by 
removing  the  droppings,  and  then  scatter  dry 
air-slacked  lime  on  the  floor  and  use  kerosene  on 
the  perches  once  a  week,  which  will  keep  the 
houses  free  from  lice." 

Laying  Ducks.— Master  Burton  Watts,  Conk- 
ling,  Tenn.,  writes:  "I  am  raising  ducks.  I  had 
four  old  ducks  and  one  drake.  The  ducks  com- 
menced to  lay  in  January  last  year,  and  from 
the  9th  of  January  till  the  9th  of  March,  they  laid 
391  eggs.  I  am  only  11  years  old.  My  father  is 
a  miller  and  my  feed  does  not  cost  meanything." 

What  Did  It.— Capt.  J.  H.Johnson,  Ohioville, 
Pa.,  writes:  "I  have  been  taking  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  several  years,  and  it  is  the  best 
paper  of  all.  To  say  I  have  gotten  my  money's 
worth  is  putting  it  mildly,  when  I  tell  you  that  "by 
its  counsel  I  have  raised  my  flock  from  a  lot  of 
Mongrels  to  as  fine  a  flock  of  75  P.  Rocks  as  can 
be  found  in  this  country,  with  lots  of  eggs  all 
through  the  winter  anctthe  thermometer  at  zero." 

How  "Old  Betsy"  Came  Off.— Mr.  W.  G. 
Kniffen,  Parsons,  Kan.,  writes:  "I  must  tell 
you  how  Old  Betsy  (our  incubator)  came  off. 
Owing  to  a  lack  of  heat  and  moisture  the  last 
few  days  the  chicks  were  from  21  to  24  days 
coming  out,  but  from  65  eggs  we  got  47.  One  of 
the  chicks  was  alive  in  its  egg  the  25th  clay. 
We  made  our  brooder  from  P.  K.  description." 

Sulphur  for  Roup.— Mr.  E.  A.  Thurston,  7 
Garden  street,  Providence,  R.  I.,  writes:  "I 
send  you  a  remedy  for  roup  which  I  found  out 
through  negligence.  I  had  burnt  tar,  turpen- 
tine and  sulphur,  with  no  success,  but  my  hens 
found  a  package  of  sulphur,  picked  it  open,  and 
ate  all  they  wished,  and  to-day  I  have  no  sick 
birds,  although  20  were  sick  a  week  ago." 

How  Long  Will  a  Tank  LAst.— Mrs.  Julia 
Stedman,  Miami,  Indiana,  writes:  "How  long 
will  a  zinc  tank  last,  for  P.  K.  incubator,  in 
hard  or  soft  water.  The  best  one  I  had  (cost 
$5.40)  leaked.  I  would  advise  making  them  of 
galvanized  iron."  We  endorse  what  Mrs.  Sted- 
man says.  The  leak,  however,  may  have  been 
from  imperfect  workmanship. 

Ducks  Eating  Eggs.— Mr.  Alfred  Twigg,  2008 
North  Second  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  writes : 
"I  wrote  you  some  time  ago  in  regard  to  my 
ducks  eating  their  eggs.  I  tried  your  plan  of 
dark  nest  boxes,  an  abundance  of  meat,  and  am 
now  getting  from  six  to  ten  eggs  every  morning 
from  twelve  ducks." 

Controlling  Sex.— Mrs.  Millie  C.  Bowman, 
Triplett,  Mo.,  writes:  "The  first  year  that  I 
started  with  S.  S.  Hamburgs  I  hatched  11  chicks 
from  13  eggs,  raising  9  cockerels  and  2  pullets. 
The  next  year  I  mated  cockerels  with  pullets — 
result,  16  pullets  and  1  cockerel.  As  to  spelling 
'Dominique'  as  'Dominick,'  a  'rose  will  smell 
as  sweet  by  any  other  name."  Let  Mr.  B.  give 
us  something  to  cut  our  wisdom  teeth  on,  and 
less  'pea-comb  P.  Rock,'  etc." 

Making  the  Ducks  Pay.— Mr.  J.  K.  Mc- 
Broom,  Sherman,  Minn.,  writes:  "Last  fall  I 
got  ten  cents  a  pound  for  ducks,  (Pekins)  and 
in  a  crowded  market.  It  paid  to  raise  them  at 
that  price,  for  "scrub"  ducks  were  way  down  in 
price.  The  neighbors  would  not  pay  $3  a  pair 
for  them  so  I  sent  them  to  market,  that  is,  the 
surplus.  Later  I  may  tell  your  readers  how  I 
raised  them  for  almost  nothing,  and  how  I  made 
my  old  ducks  each  lay  150  eggs  at  a  trifling 
cost."   [Let  us  know.— Ed.] 


Packing  Eggs.— Mr.  N.  J.  Israel,  Beallsville, 
O.,  writes:  "Select  a  basket  that  will  hold  the 
number  you  wish  to  ship  in  one  layer.  Line 
basket  with  folded  newspapers.  Put  a  layer  of 
hay  chaff  on  the  bottom.  Carefully  wrap  each 
egg  in  soft  paper,  twisting  the  ends  of  the  paper. 
Set  eggs  in  the  chaff,  on  end,  so  they  will  not 
touch  each  other.  Put  chaff  between  them, 
press  it  carefully  down,  then  another  layer  of 
chaff,  put  a  folded  paper  over  it,  then  draw 
muslin  over  the  chaff  and  sew  it  in  place ;  so.' 
they  can't  shake,  and  the  eggs  will  ship  any  dis- 
tance and  hatch  well." 

Excelsior  Meal.— Mr  S.  H.  Beardsley. 
Zanesville,  O.,  writes:  "I  find  Excelsior  meal 
is  a  grand  thing  for  laying  hens.  I  feed  it 
cooked  in  the  morning— never  raw,  It  is  excel- 
lent lor  young  chicks.  It  has  all  the  nourish- 
ment required  for  fowls.  It  is  made  by  grinding 
corn,  oats,  barley  (or  wheat)  together.  [Add; 
ground  meat,  also. — Ed.]  I  will  give  my  remedy 
for  colds:  Burn  a  mixture  of  pine  tar,  sulphui 
and  carbolic  acid,  when  the  birds  are  on  the 
roost  at  night.  If  they  sneeze,  and  run  at  the 
nostrils,  inject,daily,  a  few  drops  of  camphorated 
sweet  oil,  as  it  cures  the  worst  stages  of  roup."' 

From  a  German  Reader.  —  Mr.  Conrad 
Eimer,  Tioga,  Pa.,  writes:  "I  have  read  the  P. 
K.  over  two  years,  and  like  it  better  every 
month.  I  bred  fowls  in  Germany  and  in  this 
country,  and  lost  money  before  I  read  your 
paper.  I  was  not  posted  in  the  breeds.  The 
paper  was  a  school  for  me.  I  now  breed 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  Games.  I  believe  them  to- 
be  the  best  for  the  North.  We  could  not 
raise  oranges  and  lemons  in  Pennsylvania,  noi 
can  we  raise  chickens  where  they  will  not  stand 
the  cold.  I  think  you  will  get  some  more  Ger- 
man readers." 

What  a  Boy  Says.— Master  E.  C.  Roberts, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  writes  :  "I  have  9  White  Leg- 
horns, five  of  which  are  pure,  and  I  get  from  3  to- 
8  eggs  per  day.  The  four  mixed  ones  (part 
Brahma)  do  not  lay  only  every  two  or  three  days. 
I  am  going  to  keep  nothing  but  pure  breeds  after 
this.  Here  is  the  size  of  an  egg  from  one  of  my 
Pullets.  Length  2%  inches,  width  2%  inches, 
circumference  1%  inches,  (lengthwise),  weight 
4  ounces.  The  Poultry  Keeper  is  the  only 
poultry  paper  worth  printing." 

Agrees  With  Our  Views.— Mr.  John  Marsh, 
Shores,  Mo.,  writes  -.  "That  combination  of  three 
papers  is  the  best  dollar's  worth  I  ever  got.  Am 
glad  you  pitch  into  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  their 
money-making  scheme,  the  standard.  I  have- 
bred  poultry  for  over  25  year,  and  never  bought 
one,  as  it  was  to  me  a  plan  for  benefiting  a  few 
at  the  expense  of  the  many.  I  have  made  and 
run  my  own  incubators  with  success,  and  have 
raised  all  the  leading  breeds.  Am  now  raising 
Brown  Leghorns  mostly." 

A  Roup  Cure— Mr.  A.  R.  Craig;  325%  Halla- 
day  street,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  writes:  "Seeing 
so  many  receipts  for  roup  I  will  give  this  one- 
for  the  benefit  of  your  readers.  It  is  also  a  pre- 
ventive. Get  a  package  of  "composition",  and 
mix  it  into  pills  with  lard  or  castor  oil.  Give- 
one  pill  only,  for  three  days,  then  one  every 
other  day  till  cured.  To  prevent  roup  put  a 
spoonful  in  the  soft  feed,  for  an  average  flock, 
once  a  week.  Also  excellent  for  gapes.  The- 
vermillion  cure,  published  in  Poultry  Keeper 
saved  my  whole  flock  when  the  cholera  had 
them  by  the  throat,  and  it  was  alone  worth  two 
or  three  years'  subscription." 

Over  Three  Dollars  per  Head.— Mr.  A.  L. 
Reagh,  Maple  Street,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.,. 
writes:— "I kept  44  P.  Rock  hens  last  year,  the- 
result  being— eggs  sold,  (  515%  dozen  )  $166.48; 
chickens  sold,  $67.23 ;  used  in  family,  $10.52 ;  total, 
$244.23 ;  food  bought,  $93.75 ;  clear  profit  $149.47. 
This  is  no  fancy  sketch,  and  the  hens  would 
even  have  done  better  but  I  got  them  fat.  I 
raised  125  chickens  during  the  year.  The  average 
amount  per  hen  is  $3.39.  I  have  given  no  credit 
for  the  manure.  The  P.  K.  is  still  up  to  the 
mark." 

A  Cheap  Standard.— Mr.  Victor  M.  Halden- 
man,  Milford,  Del.,  writes:  "Your  suggestioh  of 
pamphlet  Standards  for  each  breed,  to  be  sold 
at  10  cents,  is  what  is  badly  needed,  and  it  is  the 
only  way  to  educate  fanciers.  At  present  not 
one  in  a  hundred  will  pay  $1.00  for  a  book  of 
Standards,  as  25  cents  ought  to  cover  all,  as  is- 
the  case  with  54  breeds  of  dogs.  The  special 
clubs  devoted  to  particular  breeds  of  dogs  gives 
away  the  standards  of  their  breeds,  knowing  it 
is  the  best  advertisement  the  breed  can  get.  I 
would  advise  advertisers  to  always  mention, 
prices  in  their  advertisements  and  would-be 
purchasers  would  not  waste  time  writing  for 
prices." 

Hamburgs  as  Layers.— Mr.  Charles  Selser, 
Doylestown,  Pa.,  writes:— "Have  bred  Ham- 
burgs for  15  years.  From  March  1st,  1886,  to 
October  12th,  the  egg  record  for  seventeen  hens 
is  as  follows :  March,  311 ;  April,  269 ;  May,  251  ;- 
June,  255;  July,  217;  August,  215;  September, 
209 ;  October,  67 ;  total,  1794 :  average  per  hen  for 
less  than  ten  months,  105%  eggs.  Their  house 
was  4x13  feet,  range  25x70.  From  sixteen  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  for  same  time,  I  got,  in  March, 
263 ;  April,  236 ;  May,  191 ;  June,  249 ;  July,  248  ;- 
August,  237;  September,  217;  to  October  12th, 
54 ;  total,  1695,  or  an  average  of  nearly  106  per 
hen.  Four  hens  raised  broods.  Their  house  was 
8x14,  range  6%x24  feet.  Total  average  of  all  the 
hens,  for  ten  months,  nearly  125  eggs. 
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Ninety  Per  Cent,  in  an  Incubator.— Dr.  C. 
E.  Marlette,  postmaster  at  Trilla,  111.,  writes: 
"From  your  instructions  I  made  a  Poultry 
Keeper  incubator,  and  90  per  cent,  hatched.  I 
operated  it  solely  by  the  directions  given.  I  also 
made  a  brooder  for  them.  They  are  as  lively  as 
■crickets,  everybody  saying  they  never  saw  chicks 
grow  so  rapidly.  The  incubator  and  brooder 
only  cost  $10,  and  I  have  already  had  more  than 
enough  benefit  to  pay  for  several  years  subscrip- 
tion." 

Don't  Grease  with  Kerosene.— Mrs.  E.  C. 
Rice,  box  351,  South  Framingham,  Mass.,  writes: 
"Please  caution  your  readers  against  the  use  of 
kerosene  applied  outwardly  on  the  fowls.  I  had 
a  Plymouth  Rock  pullet  that  was  a  little  lame  in 
the  leg,  and  I  applied  kerosene  to  the  knee  joint. 
Two  days  later  I  killed  her,  and  in  pulling  the 
feathers  the  skin  peeled  off,  and  in  cutting  into 
the  flesh  it  had  turned  dark  wherever  the  Kero- 
sene touched.  When  applied  on  the  heads  it  will 
leave  scabs,  or  callous  surfaces." 

Late  Hatching.— Mr.  A.  K.  Gibson,  Lamont, 
Mich.,  writes:  "I  began  April  1st,  1886,  with  a 
few  hens,  Plymouth  Rocks,  one  laying  21  eggs  in 
October  and  20  in  November.  The  expenses 
were  $14.01,  and  the  receipts  $19.71,  or  a  gain  of 
forty  per  cent.  This,  of  course,  was  on  a  small 
scale,  but  it  shows  what  can  be  done.  The  aver- 
age price  of  eggs  was  12  cents.  We  find  it  profita- 
ble to  hatch  in  September  for  next  summer's 
pullets.  Three  hens,  hatched  in  October,  began 
laying  in  March.  We  like  the  P.  Rocks  best." 

Dominicks  and  P.  Rocks.— Mr.  Aaron  Olm- 
ttead.  West  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  writes.— "IJam 
surprised  that  some  think  there  is  no  difference 
-between  Dominicks  and  P.  Rocks.  They  are  as 
different  as  can  be.  Also  it  is  said  there  is  no 
■difference  between  Javas  and  P.  Rocks  except 
in  color.  The  best  fowl  I  ever  saw  for  laying  or 
for  market  is  a  cross  of  the  English  Dorking  and 
common  hens.  I  now  keep  mongrels,  and  it  is  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  pure  breeds  lay  the  best. 
I  hardly  think  people  know  the  worth  of  poultry 
till  they  use  them  in  their  families.  We  do  not 
crow  over  our  neighbors,  knowing  that  'the 
jneek  shall  inherit  the  earth.' " 

Return  for  100  Hens.— Mr.  D.  Edson  Smith, 
Santa  Clara,  California,  writes:— "I  think  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  another  so  dark  a  pic- 
ture of  poultry  keeping  for  six  months,  as  was 
given  by  one  of  your  subscribers,  in  your  Feb. 
issue.  I  keep  a  strict  account,  buy  all  the  food, 
and  considered  the  eggs  used  in  family,  and  the 
manure,  pays  for  the  time.  My  account  for  one 
year  is  as  follows:  To  100  hens,  at  50  cents  each, 
$50;  cost  of  food,  $83.13 ;  total  $133.13.  For  eggs 
.ana  poultry  sold,  $140.40 ;  fowls  on  hand,  (150  at 
■50  cents  each)  $75 ;  total  receipts  $215.40.  Profit 
■$82.27,  which  is  not  a  bad  interest  on  the  invest- 
ment." 

How  to  Kill  the  Vermin.— Mr.  Elmer  Put- 
nam, Sheldon,  Mo.,  writes:—"  I  want  to  tell  Mr. 
H.  J.  Woodbury,  of  Denver,  Col.,  that  he  can 
kill  the  bed  bugs  in  his  hen  house  by  taking  coal 
oil  and  milk,  and  put  that  in  hot  soap  suds,  then 
scald  the  house.  Whitewash  witli  good  lime, 
adding  coal  oil  and  milk  to  the  lime.  Coal  oil 
(  kerosene  )  will  mix  with  milk  but  not  with 
water,  but  the  mixture  can  be  added  to  water. 
Red  bugs  always  remain  in  the  house,  or  under 
the  roosts.  They  will  kill  chicks.  Use  portable 
roosts  and  nests  always.  Lice  and  bed  bugs  are 
nearly  always  present,  even  when  you  least  ex- 
pect such  to  be  the  case." 

A  Profit  at  Ten  Cents.— Mr.  Wm.  G.  Lohr, 
Akron,  Ohio,  writes:  "I  have  an  incubator  of 
my  own  make  and  patent,  which  is  cheap  and  re- 
liable, and  if  you  want  it  for  your  readers  will 
send  you  a  drawing,  with  description  and  direc- 
tions. [Thanks ;  we  will  be  pleased  to  have  it.— 
Ed.]  I  have  had  the  dark  side,  like  Mr.  "Van 
Zandt,  but  I  am  not  going  to  give  it  up  as  long  as 
I  can  sell  chickens  at  ten  cents  a  pound  and  get 
the  Poultry  Keeper.  I  am  going  to  breed 
Brown  Leghorns  and  Light  Brahmas.  As  I  can 
sell  at  ten  cents  a  pound  and  a  pound  will  only 
cost  five  cents,  it  is  a  profit  of  50  per  cent,  to  pay 
for  labor,  to  say  nothing  of  eggs.  I  go  by  the 
Poultry  Keeper." 


rect,  for  they  will  work  on  any  fowl  that  will 
stand  still  and  let  them  work,  and  if  the  feath- 
ers do  not  draw  out  they  break  them  off,  always 
eating  all  they  succeed  in  getting.  Some  will 
seem  to  make  a  business  of  this  while  others  are 
eating  their  regular  feed.  Some  hens,  while 
caring  for  their  brood,  will  then  educate  the  lit- 
tle chicks  to  eat  feathers.  The  only  known 
remedies  are:  First,  precaution  before  they 
form  the  habit ;  second, after  the  habit  is  formed, 
take  their  heads  off,  and  send  them  to  market. 
Many  will  ask  what  is  precaution?  Simply  let 
your  fowls  know  where  there  is  food  and  then 
make  them  vmrk  for  it.  While  they  are  busy 
scratching  for  food  they  will  not  be  as  likely  to 
fall  into  this  habit.  Feeding  soft  feed  often,  to 
crowded  pens,  will  cause  the  habit. 

[Mr.  Dudley  has  given  facts  in  the  above,  and 
seems  to  thoroughly  understand  the  matter.  We 
agree  with  him  in  every  particular.  We  hope 
our  readers  will  read  the  above  letter  carefully. 
Ed.] 


Hauling  Eggs  About, 


W.  J.  PEOPLES,  GREELEY,  COLORADO. 

"Will  eggs  hatch  if  disturbed  while  incubating? 
I  moved  "from  town  to  my  ranch  ten  days  since. 
Had  a  hen  sitting.  Thought  I  would  try  an  ex- 
periment. Took  the  eggs  from  her  and  wrapped 
each  one  separately.  Placed  in  a  bucket  and  laid 
it  on  a.  load  of  lumber  going  to  the  ranch  twenty- 
two  miles  across  the  prairie  on  a  rough  road,  and 
fourteen  hours  journey.  Had  been  set  for  thirteen 
days.  Result  every  one  hatched  thatwas  fertile. 
If  you  think  this  worth  the  space  in  your  valuable 
paper  please  insert. 

[Eggs  can  be  moved  and  hatch,  yet  it  often 
happens  that  with  less  care  they  disappoint.  No 
one  can  tell  what  an  egg  will  do.— Ed.] 


He  Drew  a  Prize, 

B.  Z.  WOOD,  E.  SMITHFIELD,  PA. 

I  am  a  farmer,  and  have  always  kept  poultry 
as  most  farmers  do.  The  fowls  roosted  in  the 
barn,  hog  pen,  trees,  or  wagon  shed,  or  almost 
anywhere.  Frozen  combs  and  toes  were  the 
rule  in  winter,  and  millions  of  vermin  were  no 
exception  in  summer.  The  result  was  no  eggs 
from  Sept.  to  March,  few  chicks  in  the  spring, 
and  no  profit.  Now,  I  have  no  expensive  poultry 
house,  but  we  have  comfortable  quarters  for  the 
fowls  arranged  in  the  barn.  Besides  turkeys, 
ducks  and  geese,  I  have  fifty  pullets,  which 
were  hatched  in  an  incubator  m  March  and 
April.  They  began  laying  in  Nov.  and  have  not 
stopped  yet.  The  cockerels  were  sold  for  broilers 
at  tnirty-five  cents  each.  December  1st  the 
market  value  of  my  pullets. *t  six  cents  per  lb. 
would  have  been  about  $12.50.  Now,  since  that 
time  till  date,  (Feb.  3d)  we  have  sold  $16.13  worth 
of  eggs.  The  feed  for  the  time  was  worth  about 
$6.00,  leaving  a  clear  profit  of  $10.13  for  two 
months.  We  have  no  extra  market  here.  Our 
eggs  were  all  sold  at  the  country  stores  for  25  to 
28  cents  per  dozen.  Last  fall  I  purchased  fiveWy- 
andottes,  which  had  always  been  kept  in  a  model 
poultry  house,  fitted  up  with  every  convenience 
known  to  the  fancier,  and  fed  on  scientific 
principles,  till  there  was  not  much  left  of  them 
but  skin  and  bones.  They  had  even  devoured 
each  other's  feathers.  They  were  called  first-class 
stock  from  high  scoring  fowls,  so  I  paid  a  good 
price  for  them,  took  them  home,  and  turned  them 
out,  with  the  world  before  therewith  my  other 
fowls.  The  poor  things  did  not  kaowhow  to  act  out 
of  their  glass  house.  They  did  not  even  know 
enough  to  pick  up  an  angle-worm  or  to  catch  a 
good  fat  grass-hopper.  All  but  two  of  them  died 
before  winter.  It  seems  cruel  to  keep  a  lot  of 
fowls  so  closely  confined  in  a  scientific  dry-house 
till  they  look  more  like  half-picked  buzzards 
than  like  domesticated  poultry.  Give  me  the 
farm  for  nice,  sleek,  plump  poultry.  Now,  Mr. 
Editor,  I  think  I  have  received  about  twelve 
prizes  every  year  in  the  shape*  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  they  are  very  carefully  read  and 
saved  for  reference.    Long  live  Vie  Poultry 

Keeper. 


White  Breeds  the  Best. 


Feather  Pulling. 

A.  H.  DUDLEY,  NORTH  LEVERETT,  MASS. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Armstrong  of  Carthage,  Mo.,  asks  a 
question  which  sooner  or  later  will  be  asked  by 
all  interested  in  poultry  raising,  viz.:  "Is  it 
feather  eating?"  Yes.  Having  been  troubled 
with  my  fowls  in  the  same  way,  I  have  closely 
watched;their  movements  to  ascertain  the  cause, 
and  if  possible  find  out  a  remedy — by  observa- 
tion. I  find  it  may  originate  in  several  wavs 
while  each  cause  produces  a  different  mode  of 
operation.  Crowding  too  many  into  too  small 
quarters  will  produce  feather  pulling,  ancl  eat- 
ing from  the  limbs  and  forward  the  tail.  Lice 
will  cause  the  same  from  about  the  center  of 
back  towards  the  tail.  Natural  feather  pullers 
and  eaters  will  commence  most  any  where,  and 
strip  the  feathers  clean.  It  is  said  by  some  that 
they  will  not  try  to  pull  feathers  from  a  fowl  un- 
less the  feathers  draw  easily.  This  is  not  cor- 


JOSEPH  D.  WILSON,  ROSEMONT,  N.  J. 

Every  poultry  marketer  knows  the  preference 
always  given  to  pure  white  fowls.  Added  to  this 
their  generous  size,  yellow  skin, and  fine-flavored 
meat,  and  you  have  the  epicure's  ideal  perfec- 
tion. The  egg  markets  are  also  beginning  to  de- 
mand a  good  sized,  rich  yellow  egg,  all  of  which 
the  white  breed  herein  described  are  known  to 
possess  to  an  eminent  degree,  both  as  to  flesh 
and  eggs.  The  White  Plymouth  Rock  is  an  off- 
shot  from  the  Plymouth  Rock  proper,and  by  care- 
ful selection  and  mating  for  the  past  eight  years 
the  breed  has  now  been  brought  to  perfection. 
Experience  in  originating  and  breeding  them 
has  demonstrated  that  they  have  reached  a  point 
where  they  breed  truer  to  feather,  shape,  size 
and  markings  than  the  breed  from  which  they 
sprung.  In  fact,  in  a  flock  of  one  hundred  chick- 
ens you  will  not  be  able  to  find  one  with  an  "off 
color"  feather,  or  other  marked  disqualification. 
Their  legs,  beak,  and  skin  are  a  bright  lemon 
color.    The  plumage  of  these  fowls  is  a  pure 


white,  or  in  the  cock  it  is  often  partly  creamy 
white.  There  is  not  a  drop  of  other  blood  in 
their  veins  than  that  of  the  pure  Plymouth  Rock. 
They  are  plump  and  full-breasted,  making  them 
among  the  best  of  table  fowls.  Abundance  of 
fluff  is  provided  them  which  keeps  up  the  warmth 
in  winter  and  enables  them  to  be  placed  among 
the  winter  layers.  They  are  good  eaters  and 
very  fond  of  vegetables,  and  will  forage  very 
energetically  for  themselves  if  given  a  chance. 
With  a  generous  diet  and  good  care  they  lay  on 
flesh  rapidly,  and  when  they  begin  laying  they 
remind  us  somewhat  of  Tennyson's  brook  that 
"goes  on  forever."  Their  sitting  proclivities  are 
somewhat  less  than  the  Plymouth  Rock.  They  , 
lay  a  good-sized  egg  of  a  dark  brown  color.  As 
a  general  purpose  fowl  we  can  unhesitatingly 
recommend  them ;  the  farmer  who  is  the  for- 
tunate possessor  of  a  flock  of  them  will  desire  to 
seek  no  further  for  a  perfect  fowl.  They  are 
quite  domestic  in  their  babits,and  are  content  to 
remain  within  an  ordinary  enclosure.  On  the 
whole  we  believe  them  to  be  the  coming  fowl  of 
America.  The  chickens  from  the  white  breed, 
when  first  hatched,  often  show  dark  bluish  mark- 
ings, but  when  they  shed  their  first  downy  cov- 
ering, and  put  on  their  regular  livery,  they  blos- 
som out  a  pure  white. 

[And  not  only  the  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  but 
White  Wyandottes,  White  Dorkings,  White 
Javas,  and  other  breeds,  will  be  favorites,  and 
the  Standard  makers  can't  help  themselves. — 
Ed.] 


Au  Excellent  Mode  of  Ventilation, 

J.  D.  COOPER,  JR.,  444  SYCKAMORE  STREET,  NOR- 
FOLK, VA. 

I  notice  an  inquiry  in  this  number  (December, 
1886)  from  J.  Hankinson,  of  Maroa,  111.,  in  regard 
to  ventilation,  a  subject  which  I  regard  as  very 
important,  and  ignorance  and  neglect  of  which 
causes  or  aids  a  very  large  percentage  of  animal 
disorders.  Ventilation  should  -be  applied  to  all 
places  and  at  all  seasons.  In  winter  a  different 
arrangement  is  required  in  the  poultry  house 
from  that  used  in  summer,  and  both  are  cheap. 
You  referred  to  the  October  number  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  as  having  given  the  correct 
mode.  I  have  not  seen  that  number,  and  al- 
though I  may  go  over  the  ground  covered  by  it  I 
will  venture  my  opinion  oh  the  subject,  trusting 
that  no  consideration  for  me  will  induce  you  to 
place  this  before  your  readers  if  you  see  cause 
tor  withholding  it.  or  any  part  of  it.  Where  a 
room  is  well  stocked  with  breathing  things  the 
air  becomes  quickly  vitiated  by  the  removal  from 
the  air  of  its  blsod  cleansing  properties,  by  inju 
rious  gases  produced  by  excrement,  and  air  from 
the  earth  drawn  into  heated  apartments.  The 
most  poisonous  of  foul  gases  are  heavier  than 
pure  air,  and  consequently  are  found  at  and  near 
the  floor,  just  where  the  pure  air  is  wanted  most 
in  a  poultry  house,  because  of  the  low  statue  of 
its  inmates.  This  heavy  poison  must  be  removed 
at  all  times.  Other  gases,  lighter  than  pure  air 
and  also  injurious,  but  in  a  much  less  degree, 
naturally  rise  to  the  ceiling.  These  should  be 
carried  oft  in  the  warm  season,  but  if  attempted 
in  the  winter  so  much  of  the  warmth  of  the  apart- 
ment would  go  with  it  as  to  make  itunadvisable. 

It  is  difficult  to  get  an  upward  current  of  air 
sufficiently  strong  to  carry  off  these  lower  gases 
in  winter,  without  artificial  heat.  If  a  stove  is 
used  in  the  house,  the  matter  is  simple  enough. 
Encase  the  smoke-pipe  in  another  pipe,  of  double 
its  diameter,  or  larger,  and  let  this  casing  run 
down  to  within  6  inches  of  the  floor.  If  it  be  ex- 
tended five  or  six  feet  above  the  roof,  the  sun  in 
summer  will  heat  enough  of  it  to  do  good  service, 
although  the  better  plan  would  be  to  (do  what  I 
would  advise  where  no  stove  is  used  in  winter  or 
no  stove-pipe  available,)  keep  a  lamp  burning 
at  the  bottom  of  this  ventiduct  so  as  to  heat  the 
air  above.  Few  who  have  not  tried  it  would  form 
a  just  idea  of  the  amount  of  air  carried  off  by  so 
simple  a  contrivance.  The  hand  held  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  ventiduct  so  constructed  would  quickly 
convince  one  of  its  service.  In  the  summer  a 
continuous  displacement  of  all  air,  fouled  and 
pure,  is  desirable  as  it  keeps  the  house  dry  and 
sweet,  and  is  a  valuable  reinforcement  to  disin- 
fectants. This'  can  be  arranged  by  making  a 
good  sized  opening  near  the  ceiling  in  the  venti- 
duct. Make  it  so  that  it  can  be  closed  again  in 
winter.  But  as  this  upper  opening  will  weaken 
the  draught  below,  which  is  the  more  important, 
a  separate  duct,  (wood  will  answer  as  well  as 
anything)  with  a  ventilating  hood  at  top  is  better. 
The  centre  of  the  house  is  the  best  place  for  a 
ventilator,  if  but  one  is  used.  And  no  obstruc- 
tions should  intervene  between  the  ventiduct 
opening  and  the  different  apartments.  The  par- 
titions should  be  of  wire  cloth  for  at  least  two 
feet  above  ground,  and  care  should  be  taken  that 
no  roosts  are  in  a  draught  between  the  duct  and 
the  windows  and  doors.  When  breeds  are 
kept  that  do  not  object  to  roosting  so  high, 
the  roosts  should  be  half-way  between 
the  floor  and  ceiling,  as  there  the  air  is 
nearer  pure  than  elsewhere.  I  think  no  venti- 
duct should  be  of  less  capacity  than  IK  square 
inches  to  the  square  yard  of  flooring.  I  should 
like  to  say  more  but  feeljthat  for  a  new  subscrib- 
ber  I  have  transgressed  too  much. 

[Thanks  for  so  ably  describing  an  excellent 
mode  of  ventilation,  which  every  reader  will  no 
doubt  appreciate.— Ed.] 
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Express  Rates. 

E.  A.  BUOWN,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  ;  that  is  in  regard  to 
■  express  rates,'  which  I  think  are  outrageous.  Had 
one  cockerel  come  from  Alden,  N.  Y..  express, 
$1.70;  one  from  Catawissa,  Pa.,  same  price,  $1.70; 
85  cents  from  New  York  City.  Keep  on,  agitate 
express  rates  on  fowls,  and  aioak-e  all  the  poultry 
fraternity  to  the  exhorbitant  rates. 

[The  Shylock  monopoly  has  its  grip  on  our 
throats,  and  care  about  as  much  for  "agitation," 
or  our  opinions,  as  the  Czar  of  Russia  does  for 
the  wailing  of  his  serfs.— Ed.] 


How  Long  Should  a  Hen  Be  Off, 

C.  A.  NELSON,  BRINLEY,  O. 

Seeing  E.  C.  Goodspeed's  article  (in  Dec.  P.K.) 
"How  long  should  a  hen  be  off,"  calls  to  my  mind 
a  circumstance  that  came  under  my  own  obser- 
vation. Last  season  I  had  a  hen  that,  after  set- 
ting for  about  two  weeks,  became  careless,  and 
would  remain  off  her  nest  about  half  the  day,  and 
her  eggs  were  often  cold,  but  to  my  astonishment 
she  hatched  every  egg.  and  the  chicks  were 
vigorous.  T  have  often  had  hens  stay  off  the  nest 
until  the  eggs  were  cold  and  then  get  a  good 
hatch.  I  believe  many  hens  set  too  close  in  warm 
weather. 

[Sometimes  we  get  good  hatches  from  appar- 
ently very  unfavorable  conditions.— Ed.] 


The  Boys  Can  Beat  the  Men, 

G.  B.  ANDREWS,  DAWSON,  GEORGIA. 

I  like  the  Poultry  Keeper  better  than  any 
poultry  paper  published.  It  has  more  good  read- 
ing in  it  than  any  of  them.  I  have  been  a  sub- 
scriber to  it  for  nearly  a  year  and  you  can  just 
count  on  me  as  one  as  long  as  I  can  raise  fifty 
cents.  I  have  been  trying  the  poultry  business 
for  two  years,  and  have  not  got  a  good  start  yet. 
I  have  ten  common  hens  and  a  rooster.  I  wanted 
some  Wyandottes  and  I  sent  for  some  eggs  (four 
settings)  last  spring  and  never  got  but  three 
chicks  and  they  died  in  a  few  days,  so  I  thought 
I  would  try  the  Houdans  this  spring,  and  I  will 
get  them  from  my  neighbor  lam  going  to  plant 
about  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  the  Blackglant 
Sunflower  this  spring  for  ray  chickens.  I  love  to 
read  letters  from  the  boys.  I  am  glad  to  see  them 
beginning  to  take  a  hand  in  it,  for  I  think  they 
can  beat  the  men. 

[The  above  is  from  a  Southern  boy,  and  he  feels 
confident  of  surpassing  those  who  are  older  In 
years.— Ed.] 


All  Wool  and  Three  Yards  Wide. 

o.  s.  hardgrove,  streator,  ill. 
I  have  not  read  anything  in  the  poultry  line 
that  I  could  compare  with  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  put  it  down  as  A  No.  1,  first-class 
poultry  journal.  It  has  come  with  us  to  stay.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Jacobs  at  the 
Chicago  show,  and  found  him  as  represented — 
first-class  in  every  respect.  I  find  the  Poultry 
Keeper  as  good  as  the  editor.  I  recommend  the 
Poultry  Keeper  to  all  poultry  raisers  and 
lovers  of  poultry.  May  the  editor  of  this  journal 
keep  us  all  posted  in  the  art  of  poultry  raising. 
No  man  can  make  poultry  pay  unless  he  makes 
it  a  study,  and  the  Poultry  Keeper  is  one  of 
the  first  books  to  begin  with,and  the  last  journal 
to  close  with.  Perhaps  the  editor  of  this  journal 
thinks  I  am  giving  him  too  much  "Soft  Soap" 
but  I  think  the  lovers  of  this  Poultry  Keeper 
will  say  we  know  him  of  old  and  we  can't  give 
him  too  much  praise  for  the  amount  of  money 
that  we  invest  in  his  journal.  His  paper  is  all 
wool  and  three  yards  wide.  Some  say  one.  but 
I  say  three.  If  this  don't  find  its  way  to  the  waste 
basket  I  will  give  you  a  little  history  on  kind 
treatment  to  poultry  birds  in  a  short  time. 

[The  editor  is  vain,  Friend  H.,  and  likes  "soft 
soap."  Pile  it  on.— Ed.] 


How  Roup  Was  Cured. 

N.  TJ.  BLACKMORE,  MOORHEAD,  MINNESOTA. 

Thinking  that  perhaps  my  experience  in  the 
poultry  business  up  in  this  northern  country 
might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers,  I 
send  you  the  figures  as  kept  for  the  year.  The 
average  number  of  laying  hens  for  the  year  was 
40,  from  which  I  got  4413  eggs,  which  sold  for 
$59.27 ;  chickens  sold  and  used,  $23.90;- making 
total  receipts  $83.17.  Cost  was  as  follows :  feed 
for  the  year  $34.50 ;  medicine  $1.15 ;  total  $35.65 ; 
leaving  a  net  profit  of  $47.52.  My  hens  are  most- 
ly a  cross  between  the  Brown  Leghorn  and  the 
common  barn-yard  fowl.  I  have  a  few  pure 
Brown  Leghorns  that  I  find  are  fine  layers.  In 
this  cold  country,  where  the  mercury  goes 
down  to  48  below,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
warm  house.  My  house  is  24x10,  plastered  in- 


side, and  covered  with  straw  on  the  outside.  I 
make  a  little  fire  on  cold  days.  My  house  is 
divided  by  a  lath  partition,  and  I  keep  30  hens 
in  each  part.  I  have  not  had  much  trouble  with 
disease.  Roup  and  cholera  is  the  only  trouble. 
My  cure  for  roup  is  a  wash  made  as  follows: 
Boracic  acid  one  tablespoonful :  Hyposulphite  of 
Soda  one  tablespoonful ;  dissolved  in  %  pint  of 
water.  Also  washing  the  throat  with  solution 
of  Chlorinated  Soda,  applied  with  a  small  hair 
brush.  I  have  not  lost  a  hen  with  roup  since 
using  this  remedy.  The  cholera  has  mastered 
me  as  yet.  I  can  stop  the  disease  from  spread- 
ing by  putting  Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  their 
drinking  water.  There  are  a  great  many  things 
to  learn  in  the  care  of  poultry,  which  must  be 
learned  by  experience.  If  I  were  to  give  the 
great  means  of  success  in  poultry  raising  in  one 
word  that  word  would  be,  cleanliness.  I  have 
been  a  careful  reader  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
for  one  year,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best 
poultry  paper  I  have  ever  seen  and  cannot  do 
without  it. 

[Your  remedies  are  worth  trying,  as  expe- 
rience is  the  best  guide.— Ed.] 


The  Neighbors  Don't  Understand. 

J.  H.  SNIDER,  MARION,  O. 

I  am  always  waiting  for  the  Keeper,  and  I 
have  them  filed  so  I  can  make  a  complete  volume. 
I  have  not  lost  any  chickens  yet,  and  try  to  keep 
them  warm  and  healthy.  My  neighbors  say 
they  don't  know  how  it  is  that  I  get  more  eggs 
than  they.  I  tell  them  they  do  not  manage  right. 
I  have  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  and  some  crosses, 
with  Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs.  They  make 
good  layers,  and  I  have  a  few  Wyandotts.pullets 
and  roosters.  Eggs  have  been  very  low  the  last 
season,  but  I  have  made  them  pay,  all  the  same. 
Some  time  I  will  give  you  my  experience  with 
poultry ;  also  the  amount  of  eggs  that  I  received, 
for  I  keep  an  account  of  expenses  and  profit. 

[The  P.  K  always  points  the  way  to  success, 
so  all  our  readers  say.— Ed.] 


Experience  of  a  Novice. 

B.  ANDERSON,  LACLEDE,  MO. 

For  twenty-five  years  on  the  farm  my  better- 
half,  as  poultry  "boss,"  exchanged  eggs  with  the 
best  poultry  "women"  in  reach.  About  twelve 
years  ago  I  became  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  North  Missouri  Wool  Growers'  Association. 
One  friend  sent  me  a  trio  of  Houdans,  another 
two  Light  Brahma  cockerels,  and  a  third  a  set- 
ting of  Light  Brahmaeggs.  We  kept  a  few  Hou- 
dans pure  ;  the  rest  all  mixed.  The  cholera  hit 
them  once,  killing  100  or  more.  In  1881,  kept 
Houdans  only.  In  1882  and  1883,  Houdans  and 
Plymouth  Rocks.  Found  that  a  cross  of  these 
produced  Dominique  roosters  and  beautiful 
black,  or  greenish  black  pullets,  with  a  few  white 
feathers,  small. top  knot  and  five  toes,  and  they 
were  No.  1  layers.  April,  1884, 1  moved  to  this 
town,  on  a  lot  75x150  feet.  Having  learned  some 
of  the  grand  points  of  the  Partridge  Cochins, 
among  which  were  good  layers,  especially  in  the 
winter,  and  bearing  close  quarters  they  did  fully 
as  well  as  any  others.  I  invested  in  them,  leav- 
ing all  others  out,  aiming  for  the  best.  After 
this  much  of  a  trial  I  shall  not  quarrel  with  the 
man  who  affirms  them  to  be  the  best  winter 
layers  on  earth.  Last  winter  I  went  into  winter 
quarters  with  more  than  twice  as  many  as  I  felt 
safe  in  keeping  on  so  small  a  space.  Sold  three 
dozen  to  three  persons  within  ten  miles  of  home. 
When  Spring  came,  cholera  scare.  In  March  a 
man  of  our  town  called  to  buy  three  pullets.  He 
took  them  against  his  judgment,  as  there  was 
one  among  the  flock  that  had  something  the 
matter,  and  he  was  sure  it  was  cholera.  I  assur- 
ed him  there  were  no  symptoms  of  disease  about 
her  that  I  could  see.  I  took  the  pullet  to  the 
house.  Wife  said  it  was  something  wrong  with 
her  throat.  She  examined  and  extracted  a  bone 
%  by  %  inches  that  was  cross-wise  at  the  root  of 
tongue.  I  called  to  see  about  the  3  pullets.  The  man 
said  there  was  something  the  matter,  as  they 
would  not  stay  out  in  the  wind,  but  went  for  the 
shelter.  An  exhibition  of  the  "bone"  cured 
them.  Well,  I  promised  myself  not  to  go  into 
winter  again  so  crowded,but,  alas,  for  promises ! 
Just  about  as  many,and  6  new  Partridge  Cochins 
and  one  pen  of  Wyandottes.  I  bought  these 
Wyandottes  to  be  direct  from  the  man  who 
originated  them.  Can  you  tell  who  that  man 
was?  [He  is  scarce.— Ed,]  What  I  do  to  keep 
the  hens  healthy  when  so  crowded.  I  try  to 
keep  the  house  clear  of  insects.  Clean  it  and 
yard  as  often  as  seems  necessary,  when  I  use, 
freely,  sulphur,  lime  and  copperas,  and  as  I  find 
it  impossible  to  keep  yards  clear  of  water,  and 
see  that  fowls  often  prefer  dirty  puddles  to 
clean  water,  I  aim  to  have  enough  copperas 
wherever  there  is  any  chance  for  a  sup  to  cause 
them  to  let  it  alone.  I  found  copperas  an  extra 
disinfectant  before  carbolic  acid  came  into. use. 
That  I  have  not  changed.  Now,  a  word  about 
feed.  Aside  from  grass,  weeds  and  scraps  in 
general,  I  give  in  the  morning  equal  parts  oats 
and  bran  (or  shorts)  soaked  in  summer  and 
scalded  in  winter,  using  salt  and  black  pepper; 


noon,  wheat;  night,  roasted  corn  in  winter; 
mostly  oats  in  summer.  We  loose  none  from 
sickness;  so  far,  perhaps  3  or  4  hens  have  been 
droopy,  but  got  over  it.  The  last  I  gave 
calomel. 

[We  do  not  advise  the  indiscriminate  use 
of  sulphur,  especially  in  damp  weather.— Ed.] 


A  Great  Many  Suggestions. 

GEO.  WOODIN,  BATH,  ME. 

I  am  a  reader  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  (and  I 
think  it  is  the  boss  paper  on  that  subject),  and 
as  you  invite  correspondence  I  thought  perhaps 
a  tew  lines  from  me  might  be  acceptable.  I 
commenced  in  the  fall  of  1885  to  build  a  hen 
house.  It  is  fifty  by  sixteen  feet  on  the  ground, 
shed  roof,  five  and  a  half  feet  on  the  back, 
eleven  on  front  and  faces  southeast.  Inside  is  a 
walk  on  back,  three  feet  wide,  and  divided  in 
five  pens,  each  ten  by  thirteen  feet,  laths  used 
for  partitions,  one  pen  for  hatching  in.  Raised 
last  year  one  hundred  and  one  chicks ;  got  fifty- 
seven  pullets ;  am  wintering  eighty-four  in  all; 
have  got  a  flock  of  chicks  now  (Jan.)  one  month 
old  as  smart  as  I  ever  saw ;  don't  have  cholera, 
roup,  nor  gapes;  lice  are  unknown  in  my  hen 
house.  For  all,  these  I  use  the  preventative 
which  is  the  cheapest.  I  make  a  liberal  use  of 
kerosene  oil  in  the  pens,  air-slacked  lime  and 
coal  ashes.  The  floor  is  ledge,  with  dirt  enough 
to  dust  in.  The  house  sits  on  solid  ledge  all 
around,  under  pinned  laid  in  cement,  so  it  is  rat 
proof.  My  runs  are  28  feet  by  100.  running  to 
the  river;  have  a  stove  which  I  am  running  day 
and  night;  have  got  one  Plymouth  Rock  hen 
that  has  got  the  hiccoughs;  she  has  had  it  for 
over  a  year ;  I  tried  to  cure  her,  but  could  not, 
so  gave  it  up ;  it  does  not  hurt  her  as  I  can  see ; 
she  lays  well  and  brought  out  a  brood  of  chicks 
last  summer.  I  use  the  Douglass  mixture,  and 
my  chicks  look  well  and  smart  I  must  tell  you 
of  an  egg  record  I  kept  last  summer  of  12  hens 
in  128  days,  laid  838  eggs.  How  is  that  ?  I  clean 
my  hen  house  out  every  morning,  as  clean  as  I 
do  my  stable.  My  ventilators  are  in  the  top,  at 
the  peak  of  the  roof,  with  shutters  in  side,  and 
my  draft  holes  are  in  the  back,  at  the 
sill,  with  wire  grating  over  on  the  outside,  and 
bo-;ed  up  inside  three  feet,  with  shutter  on  top 
to  open  and  shut  at  pleasure.  There  is  no  more 
bad  smell  in  my  hen  house  than  there  is  in  my 
sitting-room.  I  can't  understand  how  a  ventila* 
tor,  starting  at  the  floor  can  carry  off  the  foul 
air,  as  that  always  rises.  I  see  in  one  of  the  P. 
K's  sometime  ago  an  inquiry  about  a  drinking 
fountain  and  as  I  have  seen  a  number  of  plans,  I 
will  give  mine.  I  went  to  a  tinworker,  and  told 
him  what  I  had  in  my  head,  and  what  I  wanted. 
He  took  a  piece  of  sheet  zinc,  cut  it  round  18 
inches  in  diameter,  cut  a  slit  from  edge  to  cen- 
ter, took  out  one-half  inch  at  edge  running  to 
nothing  at  center,  drew  it  together  and  soldered 
it,  put  a  two-inch  flange  on  edge,  then  put  wires 
over  the  top  three  inches  apart,  running  to  a 
point  in  center,  which  makes  it  look  like  a  wire 
rat  trap.  The  hens  can't  get  in  it  nor  on  top  of 
it,  and  I  was  so  well  pleased  with  it  that  I  had 
one  made  for  each  pen  and  they  work  to  a  charm. 
Set  it  up  one  foot  from  the  floor.  It  is  done  in 
this  way :  I  took  brick,  laid  them  with  mortar, 
five  high,  the  size  of  the  dish,  then  took  boards, 
cut  them  round  one  foot  larger  in  diamiter  than 
the  bottom  of  the  dish,  cleated  them  together  on 
the  under  side,  laid  it  on  the  brick,  bedded  with 
mortar,  then  put  one  course  of  brick  on  top  of 
board  in  the  center,  laid  in  mortar  and  smoothed 
off  on  top  with  mortar.  Set  the  dish  on  that ; 
the  hens  stand  on  the  board  which  projects  six 
inches  all  around,  and  put  their  heads  through 
the  wires  to  drink.  I  have  not  patented  it,  so  it 
is  free  to  all.  Now  if  you  think  this  is  worth 
anything  use  it,  if  not  consign  it  to  the  waste 
basket.  Success  to  the  Poultry  Keeper  ;  long 
may  it  live. 

[A  valuable  letter,  and  full  of  excellent  sug- 
gestions.—Ed.] 

A  Word  for  Leghorns. 

E.  WAKEFIELD,  LEWISTON,  ME. 

In  the  November  number  of  your  paper  I  saw 
the  "Boy's  Egg  Account."  I  have  20  Brown 
Leghorns.  I  think  the  Leghorns  are  the  best  for 
laying.  I  shall  keep  an  account  and  may  send 
the  result,  as  I  think  I  can  get  more  eggs  from  a 
smaller  number  of  hens. 

[You  will  find  the  Leghorns  to  fully  come  up 
to  all  your  expectations.— Ed.] 


For  indigestion,  give  the  birds  plenty  of 
sharp  gravel,  and  also  a  teaspoonful  of  fenu- 
greek, in  the  soft  food,  for  every  ten  hens. 

You  can  cut  off:  the  combs  of  fowls,  if  you 
prefer.  Use  a  eharp  knife;  cut  off  both 
combs  and  wattles.  _  To  prevent  bleeding, 
first  wash  the  head  with  strong  alum  water, 
and  then  sprinkle  with  powered  tannin. 

For  swelled  eyes,  bathe  the  head  with  a 
warm  solution  made  "by  dissolving  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  powdered  boracic  acid  in  a  pint  of 
water,  and  then  anoint  with  a  few  drops  of 
glycerine.    Repeat  this  daily. 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  tbey  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

AdTertising  Kates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (S7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg.  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 

P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultby  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 


Tou  can  get  this  paper  six  months  for  25  cents. 

We  will  publish  the  Rhoads  system  of  judging 
as  soon  as  space  allows. 

If  we  only  had  more  room  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  That  is  what  worries  us. 

Our  brooders,  etc.,  are  only  postponed  for  a 
month.  Look  out  for  June. 

Back  numbers  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  ex- 
cept 1884,  can  be  had  for  five  cents  in  stamps. 

This  number  is  on  Turkeys.  Save  it.  You 
will  want  to  look  at  it  again  some  time. 

The  Poultry  Keeper,  Farmers'  Magazine, 
and  Poultry  Chum—&\\  for  one  dollar. 

J.  W.  Crise,  of  Forest  Hill,  Indiana,  has  a 
packing  box  composed  of  little  round  boxes  just 
the  size  of  an  egg. 

Don't  forget  Povltry  and  Pets,  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  It  is  an  elegant  paper,  and  brimful  of 
reading. 

Bro.  Fultz.  in  the  Poulter,  keeps  a  fellow 
called  Hercules,  who  knocks  down  frauds  with 
a  stuffed  club. 

Our  stock  of  American  Standard  Poultry- 
books  has  run  out  for  the  present.  It  is  not  the 
standard  of  excellence. 

The  Ohio  Poultry  Journal  and  Poultry 
Keeper  for  only  one  dollar,  which  is  the  price 
of  the  Journal  alone. 

Dr.  Hall  says  the  Poidtry  Letter,  (Chicago) 
is  still  only  50  cents  a  year,  or  75  cents  with  the 
Poultry  Keeper. 

The  Fancier's  Gazette  and  Poultry  Keeper 
for  $1.25  is  a  team  that  pulls  together.  They  can 
please  you  well.  Try  them. 

This  issue  is  a  50  cent  book.  All  our  issues 
are  worth  a  year's  subscription.  Yet  there  are 
those  who  think  we  blow  our  own  horn  too  loud- 
ly. But— it  is  a  big  horn. 

Several  breeders  have  sent  us  eggs.  We  will 
hatch  and  raise  them.  When  they  are  matured 
we  will  speak  of  the  excellence  or  demerit  of  the 
birds.  That  is  the  way  to  establish  confidence. 

The  Canadian  Poultry  Review,  Parkdale, 
Ontario,  Canada,  at  $1.00  per  year,  should  be  read 
by  all  Canadians.  Send  to  it  for  a  sample  copy. 
We  club  with  it  at  same  price. 

Can't  some  of  our  new  poultry  papers  steal 
less  and  credit  more.  The  Poultry  Keeper, 
Farm  and  Garden,  and  N.  E.  Farmer  are  their 
text  books,  from  which  they  do  great  work  with 
the  scissors. 


The  Weekly  American  Poultry  Journal 
(Chicago),  and  Poultry  Keeper,  are  sent  to- 
gether, one  year,  for  $1.50,  the  price  of  the  former 
alone. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson,  Morristown,  Indiana, will 
one  day  be  the  leading  poultry  judge.  Hts  head 
is  level,  and  he  makes  "points"  a  special  study. 
He  will  also  do  his  duty  without  favor. 

Lykens,  the  manager  for  Bell  &  Gill,  Franklin, 
Pa.,  knows  all  about  the  Game  fowl,  even  going 
to  England  to  take  lessons.  Wise  managers 
should  not  overlook  him  as  a  judge  of  Games. 

Our  mutual  friend  Stoddard  has  been  paying 
his  respects  to  us  in  his  journals,  but  we  would 
advise  him  to  keep  files  of  all  documents.  Some 
of  his  solid  shot  will  be  turned  on  him  from  his 
own  guns.  It  will  be  onr  turn  next  to  examine 
the  (new)  standard. 

!  Friend  Babcock  has  another  dodge.  He  sug- 
gests White,  Black,  Mottled,  and  Barbed  Javas 
(or  Plymouth  Rocks),  but  has  it  so  arranged 
that  his  pea-combs  can  slip  in  through  the  win- 
dow. He's  bound  to  get  there,  and  deserves  it, 
for  his  persistency. 

The  dog  breeders  think  it  pays  them  to  give 
the  points  of  the  breed  kept  by  each  on  their  cir- 
culars, as  it  educates  buyers,  but  our  self-con- 
stituted poultry  aristocracy  copyright  their 
standard  and  sell  it  for  a  dollar.  It  is  the  old 
story  of  the  spigot  and  bunghole. 

Dr.  Hall  writes— "If  you  give  the  Poultry 
Letter  another  notice  like  that  in  your  March 
issue  I  will  have  to  print  at  least  5000  more  for 
sample  copies  alone."  Can't  help  it,  Doctor. 
It's  our  way,  you  know.  Besides  the  Letter  is 
first-class,  and  can  stand  it. 

Last  year  we  made  a  mistake  in  recommend- 
ing a  breeder  at  Newington,  Conn.  He  was 
once  famous  as  a  Plymouth  Rock  breeder.  We 
recall  all  that  was  said,  and  though  we  did  not 
do  our  readers  justice  yet  we  are  wiser,  and  will 
be  more  careful  in  future.  We  may  have  more 
to^say  unless  he  satisfies  his  customers. 

Uncle  Isaac  ought  to  book  himself  up  on  in- 
cubator birds.  If  he  will  drop  down  to  Ham- 
monton,  N.  J.,  we  will  show  him  several  thou- 
sand such  chicks,  ten  weeks  old,  yet  larger  than 
those  three  months  old  raised  by  hens.  We  will 
show  him  larger  adults  also,  and  pullets,  of  the 
large  breeds,  that  lay  when  only  four  months 
old,  due  to  rapid  growth  under  the  brooder 
system. 

The  N.  E.  Fancier  says  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  talk  going  on  about  the  standard,  and  every 
paper  contains  ideas  from  individuals,  but  that 
the  committees  will  show  that  they  have  '-minds 
of  their  own."  Correct,  Bro.  Hamilton,  and  that 
is  just  where  the  shoe  pinches,  and  it  is  the  dis- 
ease now  affecting  the  present  standard.  No 
outsiders,  or  obscure  members,  need  put  in  their 
say.  There  are  too  many  axes  to  grind. 

Friend  Braden,  of  the  Ohio  Poidtry  Journal, 
remarks  that  the  Poultry  Keeper  wants  a 
standard  of  each  breed  for  a  penny.  Even  then 
it  would  pay.  It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
breeders  if  they  could  give  the  standard  of  the 
breeds  they  keep,  in  their  circulars,  for  they 
would  thereby  be  saved  much  annoyance.  But 
if  they  now  attempt  it  the  cry  of  "copyright," 
"copyright,"  is  yelled  in  their  ears. 

A  correspondent  of  the  JV.  E.  Fancier  must 
have  prepared  the  following  "Douglass  mixture" 
from  his  mind.  It  is  4  oz.  sulphuric  acid,  1  oz. 
phosphate  soda,  1  oz.  common  salt,  1  lb.  cop- 
peras (sulphate  of  iron),  2  gallons  soft  water.  It 
is  right  enough  to  improve  on  the  old  formula, 
if  it  can  be  done,  but  the  above  is  what  is  termed 
a  re-action  prescription,  which  means  that  the 
sulphuric  acid  would  attack  the  phosphate  of 
soda  and  salt,  and  the  result  would  be  a  mixture 
of  sulphuric  acid,  Glauber  salts,  plaster,  free 
phosphoric  acid,  chlorine  gas,  and  water. 


May. 


Don't  send  any  money  to  our  editor.  He  lives 
at  Hammonton,  N.  J.  He  seldom  visits  Parkes- 
burg, and  knows  nothing  about  the  subscriptions 
or  business  affairs.  But  if  you  have  communi- 
cations, or  wish  to  make  an  inquiry,  write  him, 
enclosing  stamp.  He  always  replies,  and  con- 
siders it  a  pleasure  to  oblige  the  readers. 


Has  Jacobs  Moved  to  Hartford, 

The  Poultry  Chum,  in  its  last  issue,  contained 
the  following  item,  which  is  quite  good,  as  it  is 
a  nutshell:  The  Cftwmsays: 

From  the  way  the  Poultry  Yard  is  "pitching 
in"  to  the  Standard  it  looks  as  if  Jacobs  had 
moved  to  Hartford.  If  Stoddard  is  doing  all  the 
"firing  of  guns"  the  wonder  is  how  he  could 
have  had  the  conscience  to  offer  the  book  for 
sale  so  vigorously  during  the  past  five  years.. 
From  his  present  standpbint  it  is  "awful." 

Don't  be  too  hard  on  him  Bro.  Kidder.  He  is 
doing  yeoman  service  now.  In  a  few  months  he 
will  swallow  the  whole  thing  entire,  declare  it 
perfect,  and  pitch  into  us  for  finding  errors.  In 
about  five  years  more,  when  it  is  time  to  revise- 
it  again,  he  will  make  the  air  turn  blue,  for  then 
it  will  be  time  to  see  the  errors.  No ;  we  have 
not  moved  to  Hartford.  The  World  is  doing 
better  work  than  we  can  do. 


Ah!  At  Lastl 

Mr.  Stoddard,  in  his  two  papers,  has  kept  the 
following  notice  conspicuously  paraded  ever 
since  the  Standard  has  been  for  sale: 

"The  American  Standard  of  Excellence,  for 
exhibition  poultry,  giving  a  full  description  of 
every  recognized  breed  of  fowls,  is  a  book  that 
is  indispensable  to  all  poultrymen." 

But  in  the  American  Poultry  Yard,  of  Febru- 
ary 2,  he  must  have  forgotten  himself,  for  judge 
of  our  surprise  when  we  read  this,  in  an  article 
regarding  feathers  and  other  matters: 

As  a  scientific  work,  our  present  Standard  is 
a  failure.  It  is  an  abortion.  It  outrages  a  re- 
spectable sense  of  system  and  order. 

Then  it  does  not,  according  to  that,  give  a 
"full  description,"  etc.  Go  on,  gentlemen.  If 
we  give  you  plenty  of  rope  you  will  all  be  hang- 
ing yourselves  without  any  assistance  from  us.. 
The  above  is  worse  than  anything  we  ever 
uttered. 


For  Shame  Mr.  Kidder. 

Mrs.  Millie  C.  Bowman,  of  Triplett,  Mo.,  takes- 
Editor  Kidder  to  task  in  the  following  manner: 

"I  believe  you  too  have  joined  the  crusade 
against  the  Standard.  But  if  I  want  an  extra 
good  bird  to  head  a  yard  of  fine  pullets,  and 
write  to  a  breeder,  how  is  he  to  know  what  I 
want,  as  ideas  of  color,  symmetry,  size,  form 
and  fashion  differ  in  each  person's  taste.  But  if 
I  say  I  want  a  bird  scoring  90  points  he  then 
knows  what  I  desire,  for  all  breeders  have  a 
pretty  accurate  idea  of  a  90  point  bird,  whether 
they  send  it  or  not,  so.  like  the  statutes  of  com- 
mon law,  the  Standard  has  in  all  its  deformity 
achieved  that  much.  I  certainly  would  not  try 
to  breed,  nor  expect  to  succeed  without  one.  My 
boys  come  home  from  school  with  their  grade 
cards  for  the  month  just  ended.  I  look  them 
over  and  know  just  how  they  stand  in  their 
classes,  but  because  they  score  99  in  reading  or 
spelling,  I  do  noO  suppose  them  perfect,  nor 
accuse  their  teacher  of  being  a  poor  judge  of 
their  attainments." 

But  the  wicked  Kidder,  being  instigated  by 
satan,  and  not  having  the  fear  of  the  Standard 
before  his  eyes,  replied  with  the  following 
"sockdologer,"  which  blew  up  like  a  bomb,  and 
completely  demolished  the  guide  theory: 

"The  compliment  is  duly  appreciated,  'Ac- 
curate ideas'  as  to  some  varieties  scoring  90 
points  differ  greatly.  Should  you  order  a  Colored 
Dorking  from  a  reliable  fancier  to  score  well  into 
the  nineties  what  sort  of  a  bird  would  you  expect? 
Let  us  look  at  our  guide  and  see.  Comb,  red— 
but  rose  or  single!  Beak,  dark  horn-color  or 
white.'  Shanks,  white  or  flesh-color!  'How  is  he 
to  know  what  1  want?'  Yes,  how?  Let  us  have 
a  Standard  with  no  loop-holes  for  '  personal 
taste.'" 

He  thus  mildly  asks  her  to  take  her  standard, 
and  select  a  Colored  Dorking.  As  the  Standard 
has  divers  colored  Dorkings  the  lady  would  have 
a  tough  time  of  it  trying  to  get  at  facts.  Kidder 
is  stirring  up  a  parasol  fight.  None  of  that  for 
us. 


Charles  McClave  judged  the'  birds  at  the 

Washington.  Ohio,  show. 
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More  Minorcas. 

Messrs.  Kenan  &  Pool,  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
informs  us  that  we  left  them  out  of  our  list  of 
Minorca  importers.  We  regret  so  doing,  as 
they  make  a  specialty  of  both  White  and  Black 
Minorcas,and  some  of  their  stock  score  up  above 
the  nineties,  while  they  endeavor  to  get  the  best 
to  be  had  in  England. 


A  Large  Flock  of  Imported  Minorcas, 

The  steamer  British  King  brought  over,  last 
month,  42  hens  and  7  cocks,  of  White  Minorcas, 
for  Mr.  J.  L.  Harris,  Cinnaminson,  N.  J.,  and  he 
is  daily  looking  for  another  lot.  Mr.  Harris  is 
an  old  importer.  He  brings  Langshans  and 
Minorcas  from  England  every  season.  He  al- 
ready has  a  large  flock  of  Black  Minorcas,  and 
his  long  experience  enables  him  to  buy  at  the 
right  places. 

The  fancier  Wants  to  Know. 

The  New  England  Fancier  thinks  our  igno- 
rance regarding  "excelsior"  exceeds  anything 
known,  and  in  an  item  again  it  wants  to  know 
if  Mr.  Houdlette  knows,  and  asks : 

Jacobs  says  the  parties  that  made  the  Stand- 
ard on  Wyandottes  did't  know  their  business. 
Mr.  Houdlette,  don't  you  know  anything  about 
Wyandottes? 

He  ought  to  know,  but  calls  standard  Wyan- 
dottes "crows,"  although  they  were  first 
premium  birds.  He  thought  he  knew,  but  if  j 
Houdlette,  or  any  other  man  can  interpret  such 
a  standard  he  ought  to  be  put  down  as  a  modern 
Daniel,  to  read  Persian.  Perhaps,  as  Pierce 
says,  he  tried  to  "make  it  easy  for  beginners" 
by  giving  them  lessons  in  Greek,  which  he  could 
not  understand  himself. 

The  Commnn  Herd, 

Some  one,  who  signs  himself,  "A  Friend  to 
the  Standard,"  in  Poultry  and  Pets  lets  himself 
loose  a  little,  but  if  he  had  given  his  name  it 
would  probably  have  been  McGrew.    He  says: 

AVe  are  not  bound  together  simply  by  ties  of 
taffv,  which  only  allows  to  reach  our  hands 
down  and  unbuckle  the  gold  beaded  sandals  of 
money  bags ;  but  we  represent  considerable  of 
■'the  common  herd,"  and  as  everyone  of  us  has 
a  vote,  we  will  try  and  see  to  it  that  "the  herd" 
is  not  sat  down  upon  by  a  few  unprincipled  men, 
who  not  only  want  the  earth,  but  are  jealous  of 
God  because  he  allows  the  sun  to  shine  on  the 
lower  classes. 

Yes,  every  one  has  a  vote  if  he  can  pay  his 
fare.  Then  why  do  the  voters  stay  away  from 
the  meetings,  and  allow  a  dozen  to  do  all  the 
voting.  If  delegates  were  sent  the  meetings 
would  be  large,  as  the  Associations  could  easily 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  delegates.  It  is  the 
"ties"  of  individual  power  that  bind  them  to- 
gether. 

It  Surprised  Him. 

The  Poultry  World  alludes  to  an  item  which 
appeared  in  this  paper,  as  follows : 

Under  the  caption  "  Bad  Work,"  Mr.  Jacobs 
says  in  the  Poultry  Keeper :  "The  little  scheme 
to  suddenly  call  a  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  at  St. 
Louis,  before  any  new  comers  could  hear  of  it 
failed  to  work  that  time.  The  Poultry  Keeper 
notified  breeders  by  mail,  and  the  sequel  shows 
that  they  were  there. 

Oh,  what  an  idea!  Gentlemen  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  who  appointed  the 
time  and  place  of  the  annual  meeting  at  St.  Louis, 
what  do  you  think  of  such  stuff  as  the  above? 

Nothing  surprising  about  it.  We  can  prove  by 
members  and  others  that  they  were  notified  by 
us  to  be  there,  and  had  it  not  been  a  very  hasty 
meeting  the  editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
would  have  "bagged"  the  whole  party,  as  but  a 
tew  were  present,  and  we  could,  had  we  been 
there  (  being  too  busy  to  attend  )  have  adopted 
the  following  mode,  which  we  also  take  from  the 
World: 

An  originator  or  principal  cultivator  of  a  new 
breed,  which  is  knocking  at  the  door  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Standard,  may  attend  the  meeting 
with  a  host  of  personal  friends,  have  them  join 
the  association  as  annual  members,  and  vote  in 
the  new  breed  in  opposition  to  the  calm  unbiased 
judgment  of  the  greater  number  of  the  members 
of  the  association. 

Just  so,  only  it  does  not  require  any  "host"  of 
friends.  A  dozen  would  own  the  whole  concern. 


And  For  Only  One  Dollar. 

The  Poultry  Keeper,  Farmers'  Magazine 
and  Poultry  Chum.  Or,  if  preferred,  tne 
Poultry  Keeper,  Poultry  Chum  and  Poultry 
Guide  and  Friend.  Or  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  Ohio  Poultry  Journal.  Or  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  Monthly  American  Poultry  Jour- 
nal. 


The  Dorking  and  Dominick  Boom. 

We  wish  to  say  here  that  the  Dorking  and  the 
Dominick  fowls  are  going  to  the  front.  The 
Dorking  is  the  "shorthorn"  of  poultry.  It  is 
compact,  close  bodied,  full  of  breast  meat,  and 
in  England  is  the  first  of  all.  For  the  table,  for 
market,  and  for  broilers,  it  has  no  superior.  It 
is  also  above  the  average  as  a  layer.  Crossed  on 
the  Brahma  the  produce  cannot  &e  surpassed. 
The  Dominick,  which  is  in  color  like  the  Ply- 
mouth Rock,  has  a  rose-comb,  is  more  active 
than  the  Plymouth  Rock,  and  is  one  of  the  old- 
time  hardy,  reliable  fowls.  They  are  going  to 
have  a  solid  boom. 


Too  Stingy  He  Says. 

Mr.  T.  F.  McGrew,  Jr.,  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
who  is  a  devotee  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  (being  in  the 
inner  circle)  sends  us  a  card  with  the  following: 

"Come  and  help  us  to  make  a  good  standard.Let 
me  tell  you  that  a  man  who  win  not  pay  $1.00  for 
a  standard  is  too  stingy  to  belong  to  the  frater- 
nity, or  else  he  never  could  read  it.  Why  don't 
you  write  what  you  know,  and  not  so  much  to 
keep  up  the  howl  ?" 

What  is  the  use  of  our  writing  what  we  know, 
for  it  would  amount  to  nothing  to  the  few  bosses 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  As  the  N.  E.  Fancier  says:— 
"They  have  minds  of  their  own,"  and  they  also 
have  "axes  to  grind."We  have  already  bought  2 
standards,  both  same  edition,  and  unlike  hence 
we  were  swindled.  Even  our  Friend  McGrew 
had  not  read  his  Wyandotte  Standard  at  Chi- 
cago. He  is  one  of  those  who  will  swallow  any- 
thing nicknamed  standard,  provided,  it  comes 
from  the  Star  Chamber  called  the  A.  P.  A.  We 
refer  him  to  Mr.  Stoddard. 


A  Curious  Case. 

We  are  never  surprised  at  anything.  There 
are  daily  occurrences,  of  a  remarkable  charac- 
ter, that  are  seldom  heard  of.  The  following 
letter,  from  Messrs.  Jones  Brothers,  875  Wabash 
Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich,,  relates  a  curious  diffi- 
culty with  a  pullet: 

We  have  a  case  that  no  one  around  here  has 
ever  seen  or  heard  of.  We  have  a  Light  Brahma 
pullet,  and  noticed  a  little  blood  on  her  feathers, 
back  and  above  her  right  leg,  between  her  leg 
and  wing.  We  examined  her  and  found  an  ugly 
gash,  and  commenced  to  cut  the  feathers  oft. 
We  were  going  to  put  on  some  strips  of  court 
plaster,  and  see  if  we  could  heal  it  up,  as  she 
is  a  valuable  pullet  and  in  cutting  off  the 
feathers  we  found  an  opening  about  half  an  inch 
lower,  that  seems  to  open  right  from  the  bowels, 
and  her  evacuations  were  passing  that  way  in- 
stead of  the  proper  way.  About  a  week  ago  we 
noticed  her  feathers  soiled,  and  thought  she  had 
the  diarrhoea.  We  caught  and  examined  her, 
and  found  some  of  the  feathers  had  got  soiled 
and  stuck  together  over  the  rectum.  We  cut  the 
feathers  off  so  she  could  have  free  passage,  and 
thought  no  more  of  it,  until  to-night,  as  she 
seems  perfectly  healthy,  eats  well,  and  is  singing 
around.  It  does  not  seem  to  rffect  her  in  the 
least.  So  far  her  comb  and  wattles  are  red,  and 
she  seems  the  picture  of  health,  She  is  fat,  but 
the  rest  in  the  pen  with  her  are  laying  fine.  We 
should  have  thought  nothing  of  it,  and  cut  her 
head  off  and  buried  her,  only  that  we  lost  an  old 
hen  a  short  time  ago  in  the  same  way,  which  I 
presume  was  the  mother  of  this  pullet,  and  as 
the  pullet  was  in  my  breeding  pen,  I  do  not  wish 
to  breed  any  more  this  way.  The  pullet  is  alive 
yet.  If  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  give  us 
your  opinion  of  it  we  shall  be  very  grateful. 

We  frankly  acknowledge  that  the  matter  is 
beyond  our  comprehension,  it  being  something 
that  has  never  come  within  our  observation,  but 
we  have  thought  best  to  mention  as  information 
to  our  readers. 


The  Next  New  Tork  Show. 

Will  New  York  have  a  big  show  next  season? 
It  looks  that  way.  The  New  York  Poultry  Ex- 
change, incorporated,  and  capital  stock  limited 
to  $10,00C,  is  composed  of  breeders  and  all  inter- 
ested in  pouJ&-r  Ti'f-v  nropose  to  hold  an  exhibi- 


tion, which  is  expected  will  be  on  a  larger  scale 
than  any  heretofore  held  in  this  country.  Ar- 
rangements will  be  made  far  in  advance  of  the 
date  of  exhibition,  giving  ample  time  for  exten- 
sive advertising,  and  for  securing  a  large  entry 
of  high-class  fowls,  and  a  great  variety  of  appa- 
ratus used  in  the  poultry  business. 

The  American  Institute  Building,  extending 
from  63d  to  64th  street,  and  from  Second  to  Third 
avenue,  has  been  secured  for  the  first  exhibition, 
to  take  place  in  December,  1887.  This  building 
has  a  larger  floor  space,  is  better  lighted  and. 
heated,  and  is  more  accessible  than  the  Madison. 
Square  Garden.  Liberal  cash  premiums  will  be 
a  warded  by  the  best  judges  that  can  be  obtained. 

A  number  of  novel  features  will  be  added  that 
will  increase  the  popularity  of  the  Exhibition. 
Among  them  will  be  a  Sales  Department,  in. 
which  fowls  may  be  entered  at  a  moderate  fee 
for  sale  only,  and  at  the  end  of  the  Exhibition,, 
birds  in  this  department  remaining  unsold,  will 
be  disposed  of  at  auction.  The  opportunity  that 
this  will  afford  for  the  sale  of  surplus  stock  is 
unparalleled,  and  this  feature  of  the  Exhibition 
will  add  greatly  to  the  number  of  fowls  shown  ; 
and  as  it  will  be  thoroughly  advertised,  it  will' 
largely  increase  the  attendance. 

The  collection  of  Pigeons  will  be  made  a 
special  feature,  and  premiums  will  be  offered  for 
the  best  record  made  by  a  flight  of  Homing 
Pigeons  to  be  released  during  the  Exhibition. 
The  show  will  be  international  in  character,  and 
special  inducements  will  be  offered  to  foreign 
breeders.  The  President  of  the  Exchange  will 
pass  several  weeks  in  Europe  this  summer,  and, 
will  arrange  with  leading  poultry  men  abroad 
for  the  entry,  care  and  sale  of  their  fowls.  There  ■ 
will  be  a  separate  department  for  market  poul- 
try. This  will  contain  capons,  cross-breeds, 
dressed  poultry  and  eggs.  A  restaurant  in  the  ■ 
building  will  serve  the  products  of  the  poultry 
yard  cooked  in  every  style. 

The  officers  are  M.  M.  Pomeroy,  (Brick)  Presi- 
dent; J.  Frank  Clark,  Vice  President;  H.  C. 
Frink,  (38  Dey  street,)  Secretary;  L.N.  Clark, 
Treasurer  and  General  Manager.  All  the  officers 
are  in  New  York  City. 


How  to  Prepare  Poultry  for  Boston. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Messrs,  W.  H.  Rudd 
&  Sons,  48  and  49  Chatham  street,  Boston,  we 
give  the  new  law  regarding  the  sale  of  poultry 
in  Massachusetts. 

Section  1.  No  poultry,  except  it'be  alive,  shall 
be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  until  it  has  been 
properly  dressed,  by  the  removal  of  the  crop 
and;  entrails  when  containing  food. 

Section  2.  Whoever  knowingly  sells  or  ex- 
poses for  sale  poultry  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  section  1  of  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dol- 
lars for  each  offence.  The  boards  of  health  in' 
the  several  cities  and  towns  shall  cause  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  to  be  enforced  in  their  respec- 
tive cities  and  towns. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage ;  chapter  two  hundred  and  thirty  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  March  18, 1887. 

This  leaves  the  heads  on.  The  birds  must  be 
dry  picked.  The  express  rate  for  dressed 
poultry,  from  Chicago  to  Boston,  is  $1  75  per  cwt. 
Dark  eggs  sell  higher  than  light  eggs  in  Boston 
Rate  from  New  York  to  Boston  is  30  cents  per 
cwt.  Pack  poultry  in  boxes  or  barrels,  and  pack 
closely.  Never  paper  wrap  or  use  straw. 

The  Wyandottes  in  Cold  Weather, 

Mr.  Thomas  Costen,  1696  Notre  Dame  street, 
Montreal,  Canada,  thus  tells  how  his  Wyan- 
dottes laid  with  the  weather  28  degrees  below, 
zero: 

You  have  an  article  on  the  good  laying  quali- 
ties of  the  Wyandottes,  and  their  easy  keep  and 
docile  habits.  I  can  heartily  and  fully  endorse 
all  your  correspondent  says,  as  I  have  found 
them  to  be  the  greatest  layers  ever  I  had,  as  28° 
below  zero  did  not  frighten  them  but  they 
chuckled  and  laid  on. 

It  is  pleasant  to  record  such  evidence  in  favor 
of  any  breed.  As  the  Wpandottes  are  also  grand 
market  fowls,  as  well  as  excellent  layers,  their 
hardiness  is  a  grand  trait,  and  as  we  know  Mr. 
Coston  personally  we  value  his  experience  very 
much. 
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Feed  Meat  to  Chicks. 

How  best  to  feed  meat  to  chicks  (or  even 
adults)  is  asked.  We  often  receive  letters  simi- 
lar to  the  following,  from  Mr.  W.  R.  Hunt,  King- 
ston, New  Jersey,  which  we  give,  with  our  reply, 
for  the  benefit  of  out  readers : 

"Will  you  please  tell  me  how  much  beef  scraps, 
or  ground  beef.  I  should  give  to  little  chicks; 

Sive  it  once  a  day,  or  once  or  twice  a  week? 
tow  much  to  confined  fowls?  I  have  to  use  beef 
scraps  for  I  cannot  get  any  kind  of  meat  at  a 
reasonable  price.  I  am  succeeding  splendidly 
with  my  fowls,  thanks  to  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  yourself.  I  have  100,  have  got  as  high  as 
70  eggs  a  day  and  as  low  as  35.  Feed  sparingly 
morning  and  noon  and  all  they  can  eat  at  night. 
I  give  them  a  hot  mess  at  night,  so  they  will  keep 
warm.  I  know  that  is  contrary  to  the  usual  rule, 
but  judging  by  myself  I  think  then  is  when  they 
want  it  most.  I  like  a  good  hot,  supper  in  the 
winter,  so  I  find  do  the  hens,  and  frequently  I 
have  had  them  lay  after  supper.  I  have  Lang- 
shans,  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Light  Brahmas. 
The  Langshans  beat  in  laying  will)  me,  though 
the  Brahmas  stand  confinement  best. 

Beef  scraps  should  always  be  chopped  fine. 
Ground  meat  is  equally  as  good.  It  may  be  mix" 
ed  with  other  food,  but  we  find  that  the  best 
mode  of  feeding  it  to  chicks  is  to  keep  a  little 
box  or  trough,  filled  with  it,  before  them  all  the 
time.  To  make  chicks  grow,  feed  wheat  as  soon 
as  they  can  eat  it,  which  they  will  do  before  they 
are  two  weeks 
old.  Keep  wheat 
and  ground  meat 
before  them 
always,  with  lots 
of  water.  Then 
give  a  feed,  three 
times  a  day,  of  a 
mixture  of  mash- 
ed potatoes,  corn 
and  oats,  ground, 
and  a  small  quan- 
tity of  wheat  mid- 
dlings, scalded 
and  salted  to  taste 
Before  they  are 
two  weeks  of  age 
feed  bread  made 
of  equal  parts  of 
ground  oats,  corn 
meal,  middlings, 
and  ground  meat, 
not  omitting 
green  food.  Con- 
fined fowls  should 
not  be  fed  much 
fattening  mate- 
rial,but  give  them 
all  the  lean  meat 

oi-  scraps  they  will  eat.  The  mode  of  feeding 
suggested  above  is  a  good  one. 


less  the  leed  is  placed  within  a  few  inches  of  the  get  eggs  all  winter.  I  keep  S.  C.  Brown  Leg- 
fowls  eyes.  Their  health  otherwise  does  not  horns  and  Hamburgs  in  this  house.  Their  combs 
seem  to  be  disturbed.  Later  on  they  can  only  nor  the  eggs  will  not  freeze  in  there,  and  they 
cat  when  they  know  i,y  the  sense  of  feeling  that  |  enjoy  themselves  hugely, 
the  food  is  there,  ami  the  head  has  a  tendency  to  snoii  n  hrawownniri  ho 
slowly  turn  to  one  side,  always  the  same  side. 


My  first  case  occurred  in  first  part  of  August.  I 
fed  this  one,  a  cockerel,  for  over  a  month  by 
hand,  but  no  improvement  was  seen,  so  he  was 
killed.  In  October  I  had  a  pullet  so  taken,  and 
this  had  to  be  killed.  Both  were  in  fine  condi- 
tion, and  both  eyes  were  affected.  I  now  ha  ve  a 
pullet,  with  only  one  affected  eye.  By  the  aid  of 
the  other  eye  she  eats  well  and  gets  along  very 
well  so  far.  Is  this  a  common  disease ;  is  "there 
a  name  for  it  and  is  there  any  cause  for  it  which 
is  known  and  can  be  guarded  against?  My  fowls 
have  unlimited  range,  and  better  than  ordinary 
care,  but  are  not  ;over  fed.'  Can  you  or  any  of 
your  subscribers  throw  any  light  upon  this  sub- 
ject?-' 


Such  a  house  would  be  an  excellent  contriv- 
ance for  a  cold  climate,  provided  it  can  be  kept 
dry.  The  difficulty  is  usually  that  underground 
houses  are  damp,  but  as  Mr.  C.  has  an  under 
drain  the  suggestion  should  not  be  overlooked. 


Stale  Eggs  the  Cause. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Gates,  Canastota,  N.  Y.,  referring  to 
an  article  relating  to  eggs  being  covered  with 
a  substance  oozing  from  them,  writes  as  follows: 

The  oozing  out  of  the  gum  on  the  eggs  pur- 
chased by  that  Pennsylvania  gentleman  I  think 
was  caused  by  the  eggs  being  slale.  He  did  not 
state  whether  or  not  the  eggs  hatched.  If  they 
were  stale,  that  breeder  deserves  to  go  to  the 
wall.  Most  breeders  are  honest,  and  when  one 
is  found  who  is  not,  let  us  push  him  out  of  the 
business  for  the  sake  of  the  reputation  of  the 
fraternity.    In   regard  to  feathers  of  _Light 


THE  NIAGARA  IMPORTED  WHITE  MINOKCAS,  Imported  by  H.  M.  Fales,  la  Salle,  N.T. 

Brahmas  Mr.  Felch  is  correct.  The  10th  edition 
of  the  Standard  says  'feathers  of  back'  instead 
oifeather  is  a  disqualification. 

We  agree  with  Mr.  Gates.  Every  rascal  in  the 
business  ought  to  be  exposed,  and  we  will  lose 
no  time  getting  at  them  if  we  get  a  chance  at 
them.  So  far  as  the  "10th"  edition  of  the  Stand- 
ard is  concerned  no  matter  what  the  editions 
are  they  should  all  be  alike,  and  if  not  then  the 
sale  of  them  was  a  bare-faced  swindle. 


The  Niagara  Flock  of  Minorcas. 

We  have  been  kindly  permitted  to  use  the  ill- 
ustration of  the  Niagara  flock  of  White  Minorcas, 
owned  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Fales,  La  Salle, Niagara  Co., 
N.  Y.,  which  were  imported  from  the  best  flocks 
of  England.  As  our  readers  have  been  treated 
several  times  to  a  description  of  these  ever-lasting 
layers,  which  are  now  competing  "with  the  Leg- 
horns, we  will  not  attempt  another  description 
here.  Mr.  Fales  has  spared  no  expense  to  procure 
the  best,  and  his  flock  is  inferior  to  no  breeder  in 
this  country.  Mr.  Fales  also  imports  Black  Minor- 
cas, and  breeds  Langshans  and  Buff  Cochins. 


Horse-Eye. 

The  following  is  from  E.K.Milligan.Vineland, 
New  Jersey,  who  has  himself,  probably,  given  a 
better  explanation  of  the  difficulty  than  can  be 
derived  from  us : 

"On  page  32  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper,  'J.  L.  S.'  asks  for  information  con- 
cerning a  disease  of  theeye.which  I  think  youmis- 
take  for  simply  a  cold  settled  in  the  eye,  whereas 
I  believe  it  to  be  what,  for  want  of  any  other 
name,  I  call  'horse-eye.'  The  iris  of  either  one 
or  both  eyes  becomes  contracted,  and  the  pupil 
loses  its  full  round  form  and  takes  the  peculiar 
horizontal  shape  of  the  horse's  eye,  the  iris  be- 
coming of  a  grayish  or  whitish  hue.  There  is  no 
inflammation  or'discharge  from  the  affected  eye. 
The  result  to  the  chicken  is  'near-sightedness,' 
approaching  practically  to  blindness,  and  the 
victim  prowls  carefully  around,  yet  is  certain  to 
bring  up  square  against  the  side  of  the  hen- 
house. They  soon  grow  unable  to  see  to  eat  un- 


An  Underground  Poultry  House. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Chittenden,  Whittlesy,  Ohio,  sends 
us  his  plan  of  an  underground  poultry  house.  In 
describing  it,  Mr.  C.  says: 

The  Poultry  Keeper  is  to  the  point.  In  fact 
one  number  is  worth  the  price  asked.  Below  I 
will  give  you  the  plan  of  my  underground 
poultry  house:  First.it  was  dug  like  a  cellar, 
in  a  side  hill,  facing  the  south  and  west,  14x14 
feet— 5  feet  at  back  and  7  in  front,  which  was 
planked  up  with  two  inch  red  beech  plank,  and 
is  all  under  ground  but  the  roof,  which  is 
shingled,  but  I  should  prefer  felt  roofing,  as  the 
roof  is  rather  flat.  The  light  comes  from  the 
top.  The  sash  is  about  3x7  feet,  which  makes  it 
light  enough.  The  ventilation  is  at  the  highest 
point  in  the  roof;  also  the  sash  is  hinged  so  that 
ltcan  be  raised  for  ventilation.  The  entrance 
is  at  the  southwest  corner.  The  nests  are  all 
movable,  and  hung  up  on  the  walls,  and  the 
roosts  are  in  the  middle  so  that  I  can  go  around 
either  side,  and  are  30  inches  from  floor  and 
movable.  The  feed  trough  is  the  sill,  with  a 
two-inch  piece  nailed  on  the  side.  The  floor  is 
cemented  with  drains  underneath.  The  nests, 
roost  and  feed  trough  take  up  none  of  the  room. 
It  is  about  as  warm  as  a  cellar,  and  in  return  I 


A  Dead  Loss  in  Poultry. 

A  subscriber  at  Lancaster,  Mass.,  whose  name 
is  withheld,  by  request,  takes  the  gilt-edge  right 
off  the  poultry  business,  but  as  we  are  getting  at 
fads,  let  us  all  read  his  letter  together,  as  it  has 
a  very  dark  side.  He  says : 

In  this  communication  and  statement  sub- 
mitted to  the  readers  of  your  valued  paper,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  finding  fault  with 
my  non-success;  but,  if  possible  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  my  failure.  For  there  are  some  who  do 
succeed.  Still,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
number  of  successful  ones  is  not  so  large  as  im- 
agined. I  have  kept  poultry  for  four  years,  and 
they  have  been  a  constant  source  of  expense. 
At  present  I  have  fifty  pullets ;  hatched  during 
the  summer  months.  The  same  are  confined  in 
a  house  50  ft.  x  10;  4  rooms  each,  12x10  with  15  to 
a  room.  Said  house  is  made  of  straight-edged 
boards,  covered  outside  with  tarred  paper,  inside 
with  building  manilla.  The  floors  are  perfectly 
dry ;  and  hens  are  made  to  scratch  for  all  food 
except  their  breakfast,  which  is  served  hot.  It 
consists  of  boiled 
potatoes,  bone- 
meal,  and  mid- 
dlings, for  one 
day.broken  bread 
p  r  o  v  i  n  de  r,  and 
.  bonemeal,  for  the 
next,  and  so  on. 
About  10  a.  m.  I 
bury  one  pint  oats 
and  for  night's  ra- 
tions one  quart 
wheat  and  one  of 
cracked  corn  mix- 
ed. For  green 
food,  they  have 
apple  pearings 
and  steamed  hay, 
with  a  liberal  sup- 
ply of  steamed 
meat,  in  alterna- 
tion with  the  hay. 
The  following  is 
their  record  for 
1887  to  date.  Food 
consumed:  100 
pounds  steamed 
meat,  $1.12;  100 
pounds  broken 
bread,  $1.12;  one 
bushel  oats,  46 
ceuts;  one  bushel 
wheat,  90  cents; 
total,  $3.60.  The 
receipts  are(Jan) 
9  eggs,  25c;  two 
cockerels,  8Cc. ;  5 
doz.  (Feb.)  eggs, 
$1.65 ;  total,$2.80. 1 
have  made  no  charge  for  my  labor,  nor  for  scraps 
from  table,  and  they  are  not  fat.  I  have  three 
varieties:  P.  Rocks,  Lt.  Brahmas,  and  Brown 
Leghorns.  They  have  no  lice  and  droppings  are 
removed  each  week.  If  I  am  at  fault  I  should 
like  to  know  where,  and  trust  that  some  one  who 
reads  this  will  be  able  to  enlighten  me  in  some 
particular. 

Now  let  us  analyze  the  above.  He  does  not 
state  whether  he  gave  the  one  pint  oats,  one 
quart  wheat,  and  quart  of  corn  to  each  pen  or 
whether  to  all.  If  for  each  pen  it  is  heavy  feed- 
ing. He  says  they  are  not  fat,  and  have  no  lice. 
Perhaps  not— of  mites,  but  if  he  will  look  closely 
on  the  heads  and  necks,  down  at  the  base  of  the 
feathers  our  word  for  it  he  will  find  large  body 
lice.  Now,  you  wish  our  reasons  for  so  claiming. 
They  are  that  when  birds  are  heavily  fed  and  do 
not  lay,  or  become  fat,  the  large  body  lice  are  at 
work,  but  they  are  never  seen  except  upon  close 
examination.  We  would  request  our  corres- 
pondent to  kill  one  and  see  if  it  is  not  clogged  up 
inside  with  fat.  It  is  either/a«  or  lice  that  causes 
the  failure,  though  colds  or  roup  may  be  present 
and  he  not  know  it. 

 o  

To  Cure  Chicken  Cholera, 

Place  a  saucer  of  water  in  a  close  box,  burn 
some  sulphur  in  the  box,  shut  tightly,  and  at  the 
end  of  half  an  hour,  open  the  box,  take  out  the 
water  and  dissolve  hyposulphite  of  soda  in  the 
water  until  it  dissolves  no  more.  Let  settle, 
pour  off  the  clear  water,  and  give  the  sick  fowl 
a  teaspoonful  3  times  a  day,  pouring  it  down  the 
throat.  Do  not  compound  hyposulphite  with 
sulphite  or  sulphate  of  soda. 
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Weak-Legged  Chicks. 

Mr.  S.  Tooker,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  desires  to 
iknow  a  remedy  for  weak  legs  in  chicks,  and  we 
;give  what  he  says  below,  in  order  to  reply 
thereto: 

T  have  a  few  young  chicks,  (4  weeks  old) 
hatched  by  an  incubator.  I  have  lost  none,  and 
thev  seem  to  be  doing  as  well  as  they  can  do, 
with  the  exception  that  they  are  weak  in  the  legs, 
after  about  two  weeks.  T'do  not  find  anything 
in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  nor  any  other  work  I 
have,  that  speaks  of  this  trouble,  or  a  remedy. 
My  brooder  is  under  heat,  with  bran  and  saw 
dust  for  a  bed.  I  feed  corn  meal,  bread  soaked 
in  milk,  ground  meat,  ground  bone  and  green 
food,  and  they  are  scrupulously  clean.  What 
can  I  do  more'?  I  should  take  your  Poultrt 
■  Keeper  if  I  never  expected  to  raise  a  chick, 
simply  for  the  satisfactory  and  entertaining  in- 
formation it  contains. 

We  beg  leave  to  say  to  Mr.  T.  that  he  is  mis- 
' taken  in  supposing  the  Toultrt  Keeper  has 
mever  given  information  on  the  subject.  He  uses 
under  heat,  which  always  causes  leg  weakness. 
Feeding  sulphur  on  damp  days  will  do  the  same 
ithing.  When  chicks  are  fed  highly,  and  groio 
rapidly,  (legs  seeming  to  be  unusually  long,) 
ithey  also  have  weak  legs,  but  they  have  good 
.appetites,  and  usually  recover.  Such  chicks 
turn  out,  in  the  end,  to  be  the  finest  in  the  flock. 
A  slight  warmth  on  the  bottom  of  the  brooder 
will  do  no  harm,  but,  when  chicks  get  most  of 
•  their  heat  from  the  floor  they  usually  have  leg 
■weakness,  and  some  of  them  never  get  over  it. 


A  Fist  Full  of  Questions. 

Sometimes  we  get  a  whole  batch  of  inquiries, 
;and  as  we  can  benefit  a  number,  we  will 
give  the  following  letter,  from  Mr.  W.  F. 
Tower,  Millville,  N.  J.,  in  order  to  answer 
■them  in  a  manner  plain  to  our  readers: 

Sir.  I  would  like  to  have  the  following 
questions  answered  in  the  columns  of  your 
paper.  1.  Of  what  benefit  is  salt  in  soft 
feed?  2.  Why  are  wood  ashes  objectionable 
tin  hen  houses  under  roosts?    3.  What  fowls 

■  mature  earliest  for  spring  market  and  weigh 
the  most  in  the  shortest  space  of  time?  4. 
What  breed  of  fow  ls  attain  to  the  greatest 
weight  if  fed  upon  a  certain  amount  of  food? 
or,  is  a  fowl's  weight  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  food  it  eats?  5.  Would  not 
trimming  a  fowls  beak  as  recommended  in 
the  P.  K.  of  November  as  a  cure  for  feather 

••eating  render  it  impossible  for  said  fuw)  to  _ 
pick  up  small  grains,  such  as  wheat  and  jpj 
screenings?   1  have  in  my  flock  (which  are 
confined  in  a  rather  small  yard)  a  valuable  =n 
laying  pullet  w  hich  has  acquired  this  savage 
habit  of  feather  pulling,  (j.  What  are  your 

■  objections  to  eggs  being  sold  by  weight  in- 
stead of  by  the  dozen?  if  any?  This  is  a 
question  which  greatly  concerns  the  interests 

•of  those  who  breed  fowls  which  lay  large  eggs 
such  as  Brahmas,  Cochins,  Langshans,  Asia- 
tics, &c„  who  at  the  present  do  not  receive 

■  a  proper  recompense  for  eggs  but  would  if  eggs 
were  sold  by  weight  instead  of  by  the  dozen, 
while  the  breeders  of  fowls  which  lay  small  eggs, 

■  such  as  the  Leghorns  of  different  varieties,  etc., 
would  receiv;  a  .just  price  for  eggs,  that  is,  in 
proportion  to  the  size  and  weight  of  them.  If 
you  have  no  reasonable  objections  to  this  mode 
of  selling  eggs,  why  not  make  it  an  issue  as  it  is 
readily  seen  it  is  a'question  of  some  import. 

1.  Salt  performs  a  certain  function  in  diges- 
tion, and  is  as  necessary  for  birds  as  for  animals. 
It  is  given  in  the  soft  food  (only  to  season  it)  as 
the  best  mode  of  so  doing. 

2.  Wood  ashes  are  objectionable  under  roosts 
because  the  caustic  potash  of  the  ashes  causes 
chemical  action  of  the  droppings,  hastening  de- 
composition and  liberating  ammonia,  which  is 
the  most  valuable  ingredient  of  the  droppings. 

3.  That  is  not  easily  answered.  The  smaller 
the  breed  the  sooner  it  matures.  But  an  early 
maturing  fowl  does  not  always  weigh  more 
than  a  slower  maturing  fowl.  If  you  allude  to 
spring  chicks  perhaps  any  of  the  following 
crosses  will  answer:— Plymouth  Rock,  Wyan- 
dotte, Dorking,  Game,  or  Dominick  cocks  matea 
with  large  coarse  hens,  will  produce  chicks  that 
can  be  made  to  weigh  two  pounds  when  ten 
weeks  old.  We  may  also  mention  the  Hofldans 
and  Langshans. 

4.  Perhaps  the  Brahma  attains  the  greatest 
weight,  but  the  food  of  course  regulates  the 
growth  and  weight,  though  the  breed  must  be 
■considered  also. 

5.  The  beak,  if  trimmed,  may  be  rendered  use- 


less in  the  manner  named,  for  awhile.  We  do 
not  believe  in  that  mode  of  preventing  the  vice. 
We  will  publish  a  bit  that  prevents  the  vice  in 
April  or  May. 

6.  We  have  no  objection  to  the  plan,  and  you 
have  given  excellent  reasons  yourself. 


A  Heavy  Dose. 

A  subscriber  in  Winnipeg,  who  signs  himself 
"Greenhorn,"  thus  mildly  and  blandly  gives  us 
a  gentle  hint,  which  we  take,  as  we  "see  the 
point."  Here  is  his  letter: 

In  your  September  issue  front  page,  you  Insert 
a  remedy  for  cholera,  and  give  the  Farm  and 
Fireside  credit  for  it.  Is  it  a  single  dose  for  a 
single  chicken  ;  if  so,  will  not  the  chick  be  liable 
to  suffer  from  distension  of  crop?  These  remedies 
may  be  all  right,  but  I  think  they  should  be  writ- 
ten in  such  a  manner  that  the  wayfarer  though 
a  fool  need  not  err  therein.  The  remedy,  as 
written,  only  weighs  6  lbs  and  10  ozs. 

We  admit  that  explanations  cannot  be  too  ex- 
plicit, but  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  read- 
ers all  think,  and  can  use  some  judgment  in  such 
matters.  Yet  as  "Greenhorn"  says  "these  reme- 
dies may  be  all  right,  but  they  should  be  so  writ- 
ten that  all  can  understand."  We  will  try  and 
govern  ourselves  accordingly  hereafter. 


The  Langshans. 

We  give  an  illustration  forwarded  us  by  Mr.  F. 
A.  Mortimer,  President  American  Langshan 
Club,  Pottsville,  Pa.  Remarks  are  unnecessary, 
as  the  breed  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  best 
ever  introduced  into  this  country.  Mr.  Morti- 
mer imports  Langshans  and  Minorcas,  and  con- 
templates making  White  Dorkings  a  specialty 
also,  as  he  has  already  imported  some.  The 


proves  what  we  have  often  stated,  which  is  that 
even  in  July  the  chicks  must  always  be  kept 
warm  and  never  allowed  to  become,  at  any  time 
chilled.  It  causes  cold  on  the  bowels,  and  soon 
destroys  them.  We  will  here  say  that  a  new 
hen  house  is  no  proof  that  vermin  is  not  present. 
Always  examine.  And  remember,  that  when 
young  chicks  suddenly  droop,  it  is  lice  that 
causes  the  trouble.  If  they  have  bowel  disease 
the  cause  is  that  at  some  time  they  were  chilled. 


JLANGSHAKS. 
Owned  by  F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

Dorkings  will  soon  be  the  leading  market  fowl, 
and  Mr.  M.  recognizes  this  fact  by  securing  some 
of  the  best  before  the  demand  becomes  too  great. 
As  a  Langshan  breeder  he  is  second  to  none. 


A  Cure  for  Dysentery  in  Chicks. 

Mr.  George  W.  Sclilott,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  who 
lost  200  chicks  last  season,  sends  us  a  remedy, 
which  was  tried  with  success,  and  which  we 
present  below.  He  says- 

As  I  am  a  subscriber  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
for  two  years  past,  and  a  breeder  of  poultry  for 
twenty  years,  and  was  successful  with  young 
chicks  until  last  season,I  will  state  that  the  early 
chicks  that  were  hatched  m  April  did  well,  but 
May  and  June  hatches  all  drooped  their  wings 
and  died  at  two  and  three  weeks  old.  The  loss 
was  nearly  200  Wyandotets  and'Plymouth  Rocks. 
I  tried  all  the  remedies  I  knew  of,  with  no  suc- 
cess. Many  complain  of  the  same  bad  luck.  A 
view  of  my  fine,  healthy  birds,  and  clean  houses, 
would  convince  anybody  that  lice  was  not  the 
cause,  and  it  was  proved  to  me  that  it  was  not 
when  an  old  gentleman  came  to  me  saying  he 
was  from  Palmyra.  Penna.,  and  was  selling  re- 
ceipts for  poultry  diseases.  I  at  once  described 
to  him  the  nature  of  my  trouble,  and  without 
hesitating,  he  says,  "your  chicks  are  dying  with 
dysentery."  He  gave  me  the  receipt.  I  fixed  it 
up,  gave  it  to  them,  and  in  a  few  hours  they  im- 
proved, and  no  more  died.  I  knew  it  was  not 
lice.  Had  I  known  of  this  remedy  sooner,  1 
would  have  at  least  150  more  birds.  He  claimed 
the  cause  was  warm  days  and  cold  nights,  which 
we  had  this  season,  and  if  it  is  of  any  benefit  to 
you  I  will  give  you  the  remedy,  which  is  this  : 
Boil  two  ounces  of  ginger  in  one  gallon  of  water, 
After  it  lias  boiled,  add  one  ounce  of  copperas, 
and  give  on  bread.  Abstain  from  corn  in  any 
way. 

We  can  assure  Mr.  Schlott  that  warm  days 
and  cold  nights  will  kill  young  chicks  quickly, 
unless  they  are  kept  warm  at  night.    His  letter 


A  Simple  Remedy  for  Roup, 

A  subscriber  at  Denver,  Col. sends  us  his  rem- 
edy for  roup,  which,  though  very  simple,  is  a 
good  one.  But  there  are  several  forms  of  roup. 
The  remedy  proposed  is  for  canker.  The  offen- 
sive, very  foul-smelling  roup  is  contagious,  and 
not  easily  cured.  But  here  is  his  mode : 

"When  the  chick  first,  shows  symptoms  of 
roup,  open  its  mouth  and  with  a  small  glass 
syringe,  insert  into  the  throat,  as  far  as  possible 
a  little  finely  pulverized  alum.  It  will  at  once 
cut  that  false  membrane  which  has  formed  in 
the  air  passage,  which  makes  breathing  so  diffi- 
cult. I  believe  roup  in  its  advanced  stages  is  to 
the  chick  what  diphtheria  Istothe  human  family. 
If  the  disease  is  m  an  advanced  stage,  and  the 
head  begins  to  swell,  anoint  the  swollen  parts 
with  common  vaseline.  Insert  some  of  the  vas- 
eline into  the  nostrils  with  a  small  feather.  Sep- 
arate from  the  balance  of  the  flock,  and  if  pos- 
sible, place  in  a  warm. room  for  a  few  days  and 
nights.  Feed  on  warm  milk  and  bread,  with  a 
liberal  supply  of  pepper  sprinkled  in.  To  one 
teacupful  of  soft  food,  such  as  bran  or  ground 
oats,  mix  one  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil.  Have 
never  known  of  a  failure  to  cure  if  taken  in 
time  and  carefully  treated  as  directed.  All  the 
remedies  are  perfectly  harmless.  In  my  next, 
will  give  you  a  remedy  for  gapes,  scaly  legs,  &c. 
We  think  we  cannot  get  along  without  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  and  wish  it  the  success 
it  justly  deserves." 

In  answer  to  those  who  wish  to  know 
about  the  syringes  for  such  purpose  we  will 
state  that  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Wigmore,  107  South 
Eightn  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  makes 
them  especially  for  the  purpose,  either  with 
bent  or  straight  tubes, which  he  sends  by 
mail  for  only  ten  cents.  It  is  a  very  conve- 
nient and  handy  instrument. 

How  to  Ship  for  Boston  Market, 

Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son,  48  and  49 
Chathamstreet,  Boston,  Mass.,  write  us  re- 
garding the  shipping  of  broilers  to  that  mar- 
ket. Poultry  forthat  market  must  be  drawn 
and  headed,according  to  the  following  state 
law: 

Section  1.  No  poultry,  except  it  be  alive, 
shall  be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  until  it  has 
been  properly  dressed,  by  the  removal  of  the  en- 
tire head,  entrails  and  feathers,  and  the  crop 
when  containing  any  food  or  other  substance. 

Section  2.  Whoever  sells  or  exposes  for  sale 
poultry  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  section  one 
of  this  act  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  five  dol- 
lars for  each  bird  sold  or  exposed  for  sale.  The 
board  of  health  in  the  several  cities  and  towns 
shall  cause  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  en- 
forced in  their  respective  cities  and  towns. 

Section  3.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  green 
geese  or  green  ducks  at  any  season  of  the  year, 
nor  to  broiler  chickens  weighing  two  pounds  or 
less,  with  crops  shrunken  to  the  Dody,  during  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September. 

See  that  the  animal  heat  is  entirely  out,  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  before  packing,  or  it  will 
surely  spoil.  Pack  in  boxes  or  barrels,  and  never 
paper-wrap  or  use  straw.  Pack  closely,  so  that 
it  cannot  move[about,  and  for  the  Holiday  trade 
and  during  the  Winter  months,  mark  the  gross 
and  correct  tare,  and  also,  shippers  name,  on 
every  package.  Small  sized  broilers  are  wanted 
only  from  last  of  February  to  June,  then  larger 
sized  for  roasters.  Broilers  bring  the  highest 
price  during  the  month  of  April,  and  should 
weigh  not  over  2%  It's,  to  the  pair.  These  during 
that  month  need  not  be  drawn  or  headed ;  sim- 
ply bleed  in  the  mouth  and  remove  feathers,  as 
we  use  mostly  at  that  time  for  New  York  trade. 
Through  the  Fall  and  Winter  months  the  Messrs. 
Rudd  sell  poultry  mostly  on  commission  of  5  per 
cent.  Remember  all  poultry  must  be  dry  picked. 
They  can  do  nothing  with  scalded  and  cannot  re- 
ceive it.  Live  poultry  is  wanted  mostly  from  1st 
of  April,  until  middle  of  November. 


The  Poultry  Keeper  is  one  of  the  best  ad- 
vertising mediums  in  the  country. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


The  Hatching  Process. 

It  is  a  common  practice  for  those  who  are  buy- 
ing eggs  to  hold  them  up  to  the  light,  and  such 
as  have  had  any  experience  can,  in  this  way, 
easily  t"ll  whether  an  egg  is  fresh  or  stale.  A 
perfectly  fresh  egg  will  have  a  comparatively 
clear  look,  with  the  air  space  of  only  a  moderate 
size,  whereas  a  stale  egg  will  not  be  quite  so 
clear  looking,  and  tne  air  space  will  be  enlarged 
according  to  the  age  of  the  egg.  In  addition  to 
this,  there  are  other  indications,  such  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  shell,  which  in  old  eggs  loses 
that  bloom  so  striking  in  newlaid  ones.  Unfer- 
tile eggs  always  are  clear,  no  matter  how  long 
they  may  be  sat  upon,  for  reasons  we  shall  after- 
wards explain.  There  are  those  who  say  that  the 
sex  and  fertility  of  eggs  can  be  told  before  they 
are  laid.  All  sorts  of  plans  have  been  put  forth, 
and  declared  to  be  sure  and  infallible  tests  as  to 
the  sex  of  the  chickens,  such  as  shape  of  the 
egg,  the  time  of  day  it  is  laid,  but  these  have 
been  found,  when  tested,  to  be  unreliable,  or,  at 
any  rate,  not  sufficiently  reliable  to  be  accept- 
ed. That  the  fertility  of  the  egg  may  be  proved 
before  it  is  set  we  are  not  prepared  to  deny,  as 
we  have  known  persons  pick  out  fertile  eggs  by 
breathing  on  the  broad  end,  and  must  acknowl- 
edge that  they  have  proved  to  be  correct  in  a 
large  number  of  cases.  We  have  never  been 
able  to  disprove  this  test,  and  have  often  found 
it  to  be  correct,  but  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  rely 
entirely  and  unreservedly  upon  it.  And  espe- 
cially when  working  an  incubator  there  is  no 
need  for  it,  for  we  have  always  been  able  to  dis- 
cover forty-eight  hours  after  they  were  put  into 
the  machine  whether  the  eggs  were  fertile  or 
not,  and  as  the  quality  of  barren  eggs  is  then 
unaffected  in  any  way,  it  is  not  under  such  cir- 
cumstances worth  running  any  risk  with  the 
other  test. 

The  great  influence  in  the  production  of 
chickens  is  the  heat,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the 
germ  in  the  egg  is  to  causing  it  to  expand  and 
assume  a  definite  shape.  There  is  little  question 
that  this  germ  forms  at  first  into  the  head  or 
brain,  which  can  be  easily  proved  by  the  break- 
ing of  an  egg  that  has  been  sat  on  five  or  six 
days,  And  in  the  head  the  eye  appears  to  be  the 
most  defined  and  prominent  part  of  it,  for  it  is, 
at  the  period  named,  almost  as  large  as  when 
the  chicken  is  hatched.  It  would  seem  as  if  the 
brain  and  eye  formed  first,  and  from  these  veins 
run,  the  rest  of  the  body  gradually  assuming  its 
proper  shape.  At  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours 
after  incubation  has  actually  commenced,  a 
clear  fertile  egg  may  be  known  if  held  up  to  a 
light,  either  in  the  left  hand,  with  the  fingers 
around  the  outer  edge  of  it,  and  the  other  hand 
shading  off  the  light  from  the  eyes,  or  in  an  egg 
tester.  When  so  held  up  a  darkish  speck  is  seen 
in  the  centre ;  at  sixty  or  seventy-two  hours  this 
speck  will  have  enlarged,  and  there  will  be 
slight  lines,  like  thin  pencil  marks  running  from 
it.  At  five  days  the  appearance  will  be  like  that 
of  a  spider,  the  enlarged  speck  representing  the 
body,  and  the  off -shooting  lines  its  legs.  And  at 
seven  days  this  speck  will  have  very  considera- 
bly increased,  so  that  the  veriest  tyro  can  make 
no  mistake  in  his  testing,  for  the  centre  will  be  a 
dark  opaque  mass,  shading  off  gradually  until  it 
is  nearly  clear  at  the  edges.  A  clear  egg. 
on  the  other  hand,  up  to  this  stage  will 
only  have  changed  in  one  particular,  namely, 
that  there  will  be  a  round  opaque  mass  towards 
the  broad  end,  which  will  shift  with  every 
movement  of  the  hand.  This  is  th,e  yolk,  which 
is  just  a  little  darkened  by  the  action  of  the 
heat,  but  with  this  exception  the  egg  will  be 
perfectly  and  entirely  clear.  In  the  strong  fer- 
tile egg,  if  it  is  carefully  watched,  the  embryo 
will  be  seen  to  incline  from  right  to  left  each 
time  the  egg  is  moved,  but  if  it  remains  still,  and 
the  veins  are  dull  and  scarcely  apparent,  then 
it  is  evident  that  the  egg  has  commenced  to 
hatch,  and  from  some  reason  or  other  been  stop- 
ped in  the  process.  This  may  be  accepted  as  a 
certainty  if  the  mass  looks  as  if  it  were  attached 
to  the  shell,  and  such  eggs  are  much  better  re- 
moved at  once, 

Continuing  our  examination,  we  find  that 
when  an  egg  has  been  sat  on  ten  days,  and  all 
has  gone  on  well,  it  assumes  a  perfectly  opaque 
appearance,  and  so  it  remains  all  the  rest  of  the 
time  of  incubation.  The  air  chamber  becomes 
enlarged,  and  the  process  inside  goes  on  quietly 
but  steadily  .At  ten  days  the  form  of  the  chicken 
is  clearly  defined,  but  the  limbs  are  not  quite 
complete.  At  14  or  15  days  the  body  has  assumed 
its  almost  perfect  shape,  the  feathers  have  be- 
gun to  appear,  and  the  horny  substances,  such 
as  beak  and  claws,  are  all  there.  The  rest  of 
the  time  before  the  shell  is  burst  open  by  the 
little  prisoner  allows  time  for  the  full  develop 
ment  of  the  feathers  and  of  the  internal  organs. 
From  the  twelfth  day  it  is  always  easy  to  tell 
whether  an  egg  is  alive  or  not,  namely,  by  the 
feeling  of  the  eggs  themselves.  Of  course,  when 
a  hen  comes  offthe  nest,  all  the  eggs  are  equally 
warm  through  contact  with  her  body,  but  upon 
their  exposure  to  the  air  for  a  few  minutes,  a 
marked  difference  between  living  and  dead  eggs 
will  be  noticed.  The  former  will  keep  warm, 
for  there  is  life  within,  whereas  the  latter  will 
soon  lose  all  their  heat.  This  is  a  test  about 
which  there  can  be  no  mistake,  and  workers  of 
incubators  know  how  much  less  difficulty  there 
is  in  keeping  up  the  heat  when  there  is  a  goodly 
number  of  living  eggs  twelve  days  old  and  up- 
wards in  the  drawer,  than  when  they  are  first 


put  in.  About  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  day  j 
the  air  space  will  occupy  about  one-third  of 
the  entire  egg,  and  if  it  be  examined  the  head  of 
the  chicken  will  be  seen  clearly  moving  about  in  [ 
this  space.  The  shell  during  the  whole  process 
has  been  gradually  weakened,  so  that,  as  a  rule, 
there  is  not  much  difficulty  even  for  the  weak 
bill  of  the  chicken  to  break  its  way  out,  and  the 
way  in  which  it  is  cracked  evenly  round  the 
shell,  not  far  from  the  broad  end,  is  very  won- 
derful. 

In  the  examination  at  the  seventh  day  some- 
times two  spider-like  forms  are  seen,  and  this  is 
an  indication  that  the  egg  is  a  double  yolked 
one.  We  should  take  such  as  these  out  of  the 
nest,  for  though  at  times  such  have  been  known 
to  produce  two  complete  chickens,  it  is  not  often 
the  case,  and  generally  malformed  ones  are  the 
result.  Clear  eggs  remain  clear  until  the  last, 
and  if  allowed  to  remain  in  the  nest  all  the  time, 
when  broken  open  emit  a  fusty  smell,  and  the 
contents  are  of  a  yellowish  description.  But  an 
egg  that  has  commenced  to  hatch  and  become 
addled  is  actually  -otten,  and  the  contents  are 
both  offensive  to  the  sight  and  sense.  There  is 
no  mistaking  one  for  the  other,  and  this  rotten- 
ness is  proof  that  the  egg  has  been  a  fertile  one. 
Often  purchasers  of  eggs  that  have  not  hatched 
blame  the  sellers  of  them, and  bring  forward  the 
fact  of  their  being  rotten  as  a  proof  of  unfair 
dealing,  but,  as  we  nave  shown,  it  is  exactly  the 
reverse.— London  Fanciers'  Gazette. 


How  to  Kaise  Toting  Turkeys. 

Brother  Polycarp,  of  St.  Mary's  Training 
School,  Desplaines,  111.,  tells  us  how  he  raised 
200turkeys  as  easily  as  he  does  young  chicks. 
Here  is  what  he  says : 

My  method  of  raising  turkeys  is  very  simple. 
I  have  carefully  perused  a  long  article  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper  on  raising  turkeys,  but,  as 
yet,  I  have  never  put  myself  to  such  trouble 
while  raising  the  broods.  The  Poultry  Keeper 
says  "don't  give  raw  meat  to  young  turkeys."  I 
was  always  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  too  much 
trouble  to  cook  it,  and  that  turkey  mothers  never 
cooked  for  their  young.  I  give  them,  at  first, 
bread  soaked  in  milk,  and  afterwards,  raw  corn 
meal.  After  that  whatever  they  may  choose  to 
devour.  Hatch  them  as  early  in  the  season  as 
possible,  latter  part  of  April  or  first  of  May. 
Then  coop  them  out  in  the  green  grass,  never 
permitting  them  to  go  near  a  chicken  house 
which  may  be  infected  with  chicken  lice,  or  near 
a  dunghill  that  is  generally  utilized  by  a  mother- 
hen  and  her  brood  of  chickens.  I  aim  to  raise 
them  as  near  the  white  state  as  possible.  It  is 
very  amusingto  see  a  flock  of  young  turkeys, 200 
in  number,  chasing  grasshoppers  in  a  large  field 
and  coming  out  to  you  when  they  are  called  for 
food.  As  for  their  food,  I  am  not  over  particular. 
Generally,  I  give  them  kitchen  refuse  and  such 
like.  What  I  give  them  the  first  week,  is  what 
we  call  in  French  "iJerfee  a  dinde"  ( turkey 
grass) ;  they  are  very  fond  of  it,  and  it  does  them 
much  good.  It  must,  however  be  cut  very  fine. 
I  do  not  condemn  cooking  the  food  and  making 
Dutch  cheese  for  them,  but  I  never  yet  could  find 
time  to  do  so.  None  of  my  young  turkeys  were 
ever  sick  from  eating  raw  corn  or  oat  meal.  If 
they  have  a  good  place  to  forage,  and  can  find 
plenty  of  insect  food  they  will  prosper.  Care 
should  be  taken  that  they  be  not  caught  out 
during  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  or,  at  least,  before 
their  backs  are  well  feathered.  In  my  next  letter 
I  will  describe  my  new  chicken-house.  Though 
unprovided  with  fire,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  thermometer  for  several  times  this 
winter,  has  descended  far  below  zero,  water  has 
not  frozen  in  it. 

Perhaps  it  was  a  subscriber  who  did  not  rec- 
ommend raw  meat.  Our  cardinal  rules  for 
raising  turkeys  are  perfect  dryness,  never  to 
allow  them  to  become  infested  with  lice,  and  a 
variety  of  food— especially  of  meat  or  insects. 
One-half  the  young  turkeys  die  from  lice  and 
their  owners  do  not  know  it.  They  want  nour- 
ishing food,  as  they  grow  and  feather  very 
rapidly.  Often  the  old  hen  is  lousy  when  she 
goes  on  the  nest.  Nearly  all  sitting  hens  have 
lice,  and  lice  will  kill  young  turkeys  and  chicks 
as  quickly  as  will  the  most  dreaded  disease.  Do 
not  wait  for  the  young  things  to  droop,  but  begin 
at  once.  When  the  hen  goes  on  the  nest  dost  her, 
the  nest,  and  the  eggs,  with  Persian  insect  pow- 
der, and  repeat  the  same  every  week.  Dust  the 
young  ones  when  they  come  out.  Look  on  their 
heads,  necks,  around  the  vent,  and  under  the 
wings.  Don't  take  it  for  granted  there  are  no 
lice.  Be  sure  of  it,  and  be  sure  often. 


10  a.  m.  put  them  into  my  incubator,  which  reg- 
istered 107°,  the  highest  point  that  I  could  reach 
on  account  of  the  sawdust  being  frozen,  it  being 
green,  and  I  noticed  that  on  both  ends  and  the 
side  near  the  stove,  the  paint  was  blistered  from 
the  heat  forcing  the  dampness  out  through  the 
boards,. but  I  had  no  trouble  in  keeping  up  the 
right  temperature,  which  never  varied  over  2° 
on  me  in  24  hours,  and  4  days  in  the  last  week 
it  varied  but  one-half  degree,  standing  102°. 
Well,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days.  I  made  a 
test  with  the  tester  recommended  "in  book  No.  2, 
and  found  39  of  the  eggs  infertile,  and  51  I  put 
back,  with  3  suspicious  ones  that  I  marked  that 
proved  no  good,  leaving  me  but  48  fertile  eggs. 
Out  of  those  I  took  out  of  the  drawer  39  chicks ; 
condemned  one  good  one  and  carelessly  broke 
one,  and  let  the  balance  get  too  cold'  in  the 
drawer,  after  taking  the  39  out.  by  not  adding 
more  water  than  usual,  overlooking  the  great 
loss  of  heat  by  removing  the  brood.  Now,  don't 
you  think  that  remarkable,  after  taking  all 
things  into  consideration,  and  aint  my  wooden 
hen  a  daisy?  My  wife  is  so  beat  that  she  has  not 
spoken  one  word  of  praise  yet  for  my  success. 
Out  of  the  39 1  killed  one  and  smothered  5:  the 
balance  can  fly  out  of  the  brooder  12  in.  deep. 
I  have  a  coop  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
felt  for  roof  and  lining,  calculated  for  a  stove. 
My  brooder  is  a  daisy  too.  My  heater  is  all 
wood  but  the  top.  which  is  sheet-iron,  the  wood 
part  being  lined  with  lime  mortar,  and  to-day, 
over  three  weeks,  I  have  used  one  gallon  of  oil 
for  drying  the  mud  and  keeping  the  chicks 
warm.  I  will  not  worry  your  patience  longer 
with  a  further  detail  at  the  present  time,  but 
suffice  it  to  say  I  have  healed  the  skeptical  of 
their  skepticism  in  artificial  hatching.  I  hope 
that  the  great  fountain  of  knowledge  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  may  continue  to  flow,  and  the 
recipients  thereof  continue  to  sound  its  worthy 
praise  and  agitate  it  until  it  expands  its  wings- 
wide  enough  to  reach  us  weekly. 

Yes ;  you  have  done  well,  and  Mrs.  S.  should 
consider  herself  beaten  for  once. 


An  Excellent  Incubator  Hatch, 

J.  P.  Stover,  Callensburg,  Pa.,  under  date  of 
Jan.  28th,  says: 

Having  three  weeks  ago  finished  my  hatch,  I 
give  you  my  success.  On  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber a  cold,  stormy  day,  I  carried  90  eggs  2% 
miles  in  a  tin  pail,  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  at 


A  Sensible  View  of ''Points." 

The  Rural  New  Yorker,  which  strongly  ad- 
vocates the  interests  of  utility  and  merit  in  the 
different  breeds,  says: 

At  a  French  poultry  show,  it  is  said,  the 
dressed  birds  always  attract  attention.  The 
birds  are  killed  and  dressed  and  exposed  in  neat 
glass  cases.  Everything  is  so  neat  and  dainty 
that  this  exhibition  forms  one  of  the  best  feat- 
ures of  the  show.  Why  is  this  not  a  good  plan? 
At  our  shows  we  exhibit  the  live  birds  at  all  ages 
and  their  eggs.  It  would  surely  add  to  the  in- 
terest if  specimens  of  the  different  breeds  could 
be  shown  without  their  feathers.  Why  not  make 
a  class  for  dressed  poultry?  Make  out  a  "scale 
of  points"  so  that  the  percentage  of  offal,  of 
breast-meat,  of  neck,  etc.,  can  be  obtained. 
Who  will  be  the  first  to  put  this  idea  into  prac- 
tice? 

Such  a  display  would  add  greatly  to  the  attrac- 
tions of  a  poultry  show.  While  the  breeders  are 
splitting  hairs  over  a  dark  spot  on  the  web  of  a 
feather,  the  visitors,  who  do  not  understand  the 
"little  intricacies,"  are  searching  the  coops  for 
the  best  "all  purpose  looking  fowl,"  and  form 
their  opinions  according  to  what  the  birds  may 
seem  in  a  "utilitarian  sense."  We  should  have  a 
"market  fowl  show"  along  with  the  "fancy,"  and 
place  the  "points"  where  they  can  "count"  to 
some  advantage.  And,  sooner  or  later,  the  time 
will  come  when  such  will  be  the  mode. 

Atlantic  Egg  Food  and  Condition  Powder. 

Take  4  pounds  ground  dry  meat;  2  pounds 
ground  bone,  1  pound  ground  oyster  shells,  one- 
half  pound  of  salt,  one-half  pound  of  ground 
cinnamon,  ginger,  or  black  pepper  (any  kind  of 
spice  will  answer.)  Mix  the  above  thoroughly. 
Now  mix  in  a  separate  dish  1  ounce  each  of 
sulphur,  copperas,  bread  soda,  saltpetre,  ground 
saffron,  asafoetida,  and  hyposulpnite  of  soda. 
When  these  are  well  mixed  add  to  the  above, 
well  mixing  the  whole.  Now  parch  2  pounds  of 
ground  oats  and  2 pounds  cracked  corn, mix,  and 
add  to  the  above.  You  will  then  have  about  15 
pounds  of  poultry  food,  at  a  cost  of  about  50 
cents.  If  the  fowls  are  in  good  health  the  saffron 
and  asafoetida  may  be  omitted.  Feed  a  table- 
spoonful  daily  to  each  fowl. 

To  Preserve  Eggs, 

Place  the  eggs  in  a  close  box,  burn  some  sul- 
phur in  the  box  and  shut  it  up  tight.  Let  it  re- 
main closed  half  an  hour,  then  put  the  eggs 
away  dry.They  will  keep  for  six  or  eight  months. 
This  is  the  celebrated  ozone  (!)  process.  To 
preserve  fruits  or  vegetables,  put  a  jar  of  water 
in  the  box  with  the  fruit.  Burn  sulphur,  close 
tightly,  let  remain  closed  for  half  an  hour,  then 
put  the  fruit  in  the  jar  of  water,  cover  with  a 
piece  of  paper  and  stow  away.  To  preserve 
meat,  omit  water.  Take  it  out  of  box  and  hang 
up  dry.  It  will  keep  months.  So  will  fish.  No 
taste  of  sulphur  affects  it,  as  cooking  liberates 
it,  it  being  a  gas  in  this  form. 
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C.  Monson,  Westville,  Conn.   Eggs— Wyan's, 
±J.  P.  Rocks,  S.C.B.  Leg's  and  L.  Brah.$1.50  W3. 

QTJPERIOR  LT.  BRAHMAS.   Early  hatch,  large 
io  birds,  standard  markings,  for  sale,  also  Eggs.  Also 
fine  Wyandottes.   Ad'r,  J .  A.  Roberts,  Malvern,  Pa. 

-|  jr  VARIETIES— Before  purchasing  send  stamp 
_L  O  for  large  descriptive  pamphlet,  heretofore  sold 

ah  J.  W,  •       V/UIiOvJjIIJA  I  fiif  r  Al"ll/1  H*  I  w  O  ,    1»1  L  ,     V  CI  1 1  '  '1 1 ,    \S  t 

X710R  LIGHT  BRAHMAS  address. 
1              ELUER  E.  M  1  GG.  Dundee,  Mich. 
Eggs  $2.00  per  13,  $5.00  per  39. 

rpihoroughbred|Berkshire  Pigs  from  regist'd  stock. 
JL  Satisfac.  guar.   G.  Huffstetter,  Vesta,  Ind. 

"TTTYANDOTTE  EGGS  from  $1  toS2.50per  setting. 
W         IRVING  CROCKER,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 

f^ROSS-BREDS.—  Dorking  and  L.  Brahma;  limited 
\_y  No.  eggs  Superset.  J.I.Mercer,  Leaman  Place,  Pa. 

T  ROBERTS,  Whitford,  Pa.,  breeder  of  P.  Cochins 
t)  •  and  W.  Leghorns.    Eggs $1.1 50  per  13.  2c. Stamp. 

 i  i*.txi  class  >v yanuoLie  Aim  l..  i.i-.liiih.i  tl^k^,  y& 

XI  ^  13;  $5  ^  39.    C.  N.  BRUCE,  Southville,  Mass. 

/CHOICE  LANGSHAN  EGGS  $1  a  dozen.  SANDY- 
\_j  croft  Breeding-  Farm,  Box  3,  Milford,  Del. 

"TTTYANDOTTES.—  Houdlette,  Felch,  Conger  and 
VV  Dakin  strains.   Eggs  S2  per  13,  S3.50per26,  *5 
per  39.                  F.  A.  POWERS,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

T3ART.  COCHIN  and  Wyandotte  eggs,  pure  stock. 
X    Send  for  circular.     B.  T.  PACE,  Salem,  Ind. 

rppo  FOR  HATCHING. -M.  B. Turkeys  and  P. 
LUUO  Rocks.     Mrs.  C.  A.  HALL,  Niantic,  111. 

C   C.  B.  Leghorn  eggs  (Croffut  &  Bonney)  §1.50  per 
D.  13.    A.  W.  Shelley,  Port  Royal,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa. 

"fXTHITE    PLYMOUTH    ROCKS,  choice 
VV     stock.    Eggs  S3  per  13,  $5  per  26. 

W.  P.  NORRIS,  Monmouth,  Maine. 

Q   C.  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Rock  eggs  SI .00  for  13: 
io  •  Wyandottes  $1 . 50  for  18.    First  class  birds  of  best 
stock.              J  AS.  H.  ROBERTS,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

TTOUDANS  EXCLUSIVELY— Two  choice  Breed- 
XX  ingPens.    Eggs  S2.00  per  13,  $3.50  per  26,  So. 00 
per  39.                E.  L.HUSTED,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

"TTT  AND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecoeurs,  recent 
VV  •  importations;  W.and  Stan. Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.   Chas.T.  Thomas,  Whitford,  Pa. 

/German  American  Poultry  Farm,  Holden.  Mass. 
\JC  Wryandottes,  Dark  Brahmas,  White  Leghorns 
Eggs  $1.50.         G.  M.  Ball  and  C.  H.  Horshman. 

"TT^GGS  SI  per  13.   S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.   None  better. 
Jli               WM.  A.  BULLOCK,  Big  Pond,  Pa. 

TO  LACK  MINORCAS  A  SPECIALTY.  Large 
l>  flock,  can  ship  eggs  same  day  they  are  laid:  also 
P.Rock,  P. Cochin, L.  Brahma,  Wyandotte,  Langshan 
eggs.  Riverside  Poultry  Co. ,  La  Salle,  N  iag.  Co . ,  N .  Y . 

CP  PC  frorn  13  varieties,  Minorcas  included,  fine 
ClluO  poultry;  prices  low.  I  will  give  one  pen  B. 
Leghorns  for  largest  orderduring  hatch  season.  Cir- 
cular free.         JOHN  CASSIDY,  Mt.  Carmel,  Ky. 

CPPC  froml4varI.  prize-win'g fowls,  ducks,  tur- 
CUUu  keys,  etc., 81. 75  up.    F.  Morris,  Norway,  Pa, 

"TTT HITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
VV  P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.   Eggs  in 
season.   Ply,  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

/"CHOICE  Langshan  and  Wyandotte  Eggs  81.50,  P. 
\_y  Rocks  SI  per  13.        S.  MANGER,  Marsh,  Pa. 

A     C.  RAPP,  Holland,  N.  J.,  breeder  of  Lang- 
shans,  Wyandottes,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  B.  Leg- 
horns, Knapp  strain,  W.  Leghorns.   Eggs  $1  per  13. 

Tri«©S.— Pure  stock,  WTiite  Wyandottes,  R.  C.W. 
Pi  Leghorns  and  Langshans.   Send  for  prices. 

J.  A.  STINSON.  Day,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  T. 

~WT  Leghorn  Eggs,  superior  laying  strain.  Price 
W  •  81.00  per  13.  D.  F.  Russell.  West  Lenox,  Pa. 

\\T  HITE  P.  ROCKS,  Wyandottes  and  Y.  Cochin 
W     Eggs.     S.  H.  BEARDSLEY,  Zanesvllle,  O. 

T71GGS  EOR  HATCHTNG-Pure  bred  Langshans,  P. 
XJ  Rocks,  Grey  Dorkings,  R.  C.  and  S.  0.  B.  Leg- 
horns, L.  Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks.    Ad'r  "Secretary 
Hammonton  Poultry  Assoct'n,  "  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

"Droiler  Farm.— Houses,  Tncubators and  Brooders 
1)  for  sale.    Dr.  Edw.  Nin  th,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

T3    C.  White  Leghorns.    Eggs  ?1  and  $2  per  13. 
1  V*  Wonlst  and  3  special  at  Middlesex  show.Chicks 
for  sale.      M.  C.  WASHBURN,  Tyngsboro',  Mass. 

TTOMER  J.  BROWN,  breeder  of  Standard  Rose 
XX  Comb  White  Leghorns  exclusively.  (C.  Smith's 
strain).    Eggs  for  hatching,  S1.50perl3,  $2.50  per  26. 
$3  per  39.    Fowls  and  Chicks  for  sale  at  all  times. 
Correspondence  promptly  answered.   Terms  cash . 

Harford,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y. 

r(  EO.  W.  MATHUES.  Media.  Pa.,  breeder  of 
\jC  Imp.  Langshans.    Eggs  S2  per  13:  chicks  in  fall. 

r^HAS.  M.  GRIFFING;  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.   Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes. 
Eggs,  S3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular. 

ptOJfSOLIDATED  FANCIERS,  Mt.  Vernon, 
\_/ Ohio.  A  "New  Department. ' '  Reduced  expenses 
and  reduced  prices.    JSS'  Stamp  for  large  pamphlet. 

"\T7"HITE  WYANDOTTE  and  White  Ply.  Rock 
VV  Eggs  ?3  per  13.    E.  E.5II  EAR,  Coxsackie,  N'.Y. 

"YTTyandottes,  L.  Brahmas  P.Duek«.  EggsSI.SOper 
W  13.  Cir.  free.  Griffith  ,t  Swank,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

y^EGGSEHATCHING 

1  bLX\  4       25  Varieties    1   Land  in<l  Water  Fowls. 
tBBL3  )        Illustrated  catalogue  FREE.  Address, 
mimkf  1     1      MflPlf        South  nieh  Street, 

ili  La  mUwIV/  columbus,  omio- 

Every  bird  of  each  variety  a  good  one. 

TTvR.  John  W.  King.  Kent.  Ct.,  originator  Royal 
\_)  strain  W.  Legh's.   Lcgh'sand  Brail's  for  sale. 

T>RTZE  Y&::  at  Great  Chicago  Show,  'S6.  Owned 
X   by  L.  E.  LINDELL,  Englewood,  111.  Fine  breed- 
ing  rno  lor         J^ggs  90  per  Jo,      per  io. 

T>L ACK  SPAVISII  —Powell's  Premium  Strain. 
JL>  Eggs  SI. 50.    Frank  Hopping,  naminunton,  N.J. 

(~*\   W.  STONE,  Midway.  Ky..  Bronze  Turkeys  and 
\_Jm  Aylesbury  Ducks.  All  birds  guar.as  represented 

TJLACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock. 
1  >  Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood.  Lawrence,  Mass. 

"DIACK  and  Brown  Tieghorns,  and  Lang- 
JJ  shans.    Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.    H.  A.  FULLER,  6  Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

T  ANG'S  EXCLU.— The  two  most  famous  strains  In 
A^i  the  country,  Halladay  and  Seaman's  Pure  Croad. 
Eggs  S2. 50  per  set.    W.  E.  BRYANT,  Petersburg,  111. 

T5EF0RE  Purchasing  don't  Neglect  to  Write  to 

B   A.  J.GLICK, 

Breeder  of 

W.  C.  R.  Polish,  Orange  IS  nit"  Cochins, 
Langshans  and  Wyandottes, 
MILLERS  VI LLE,       -:       :-  ILLINOIS. 

T71REE— It  will  pay  you  to  send  to  F.  A.  Gray,  Red- 
F  wood  Falls,  Minn.,  for  his  illus.  poultry  circular. 

T  B.  STI1.ES,  Clayton,  Mich. 

fj  •    High-class  Wyandottes  exclusively.   Eggs,  1 
setting,  ?1. 50;  2  or  more  settings,  one  order,  51  each. 

SID  CONGER,  FLAT  ROCK,  IND., 

BREEDER  OF  PRIZE 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  and  WYANDOTTES, 

Breeds  more  prize  birds  and  wins  more  prizes  on 
them  than  any  breeder  in  the  world.   800  for  sale, 
including  many  prize  birds.    Eggs  S3  and  S5  per  set- 
ting.  Be  sure  and  send  for  new  illustrated  circular 
for  1887,  giving  prices,  matings  and  prizes  won. 

SID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock,  Ind. 

C*    D.  McKIM,  Madison,  Ohio.— Breeder  of 
io.  Choice  White  and  Laced  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks, 
and  Brown  Leghorns.    Fineexhibition  stock  forsale. 
I  breed  no  birds  that  score  less  than  90  points.  Stock 
In  my  breeding  yards  last  season  scored  at  New  Or- 

"O DUCK  EGGS  from  select  stock  $1.50  per  15. 
Jl  •  "Maple  Farm  Poultry  Yards,"  Nappanee,  Ind. 

"TTT   LEG  HORN>.  ( Knapp  &  Jacobs  strain).  Eggs 
TT  •  SI  per  13.    Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

TTARRY  ORAM,  Warsaw,  Ind..  breeder  of  White 
I  1  Leghorns  only.  Write  for  circular  giving  prices. 

XpGGS  from  first-elassP.  R's.S.O.B.Leg.  $1  per  13. 
Jli  R.  Ducks  $1  50^  11.    C.  L.  .Martin,  Freeport,  111. 

T71GGS  from  best  strains,  P.Rocks,  L.  Brahmas,  P. 
Jli  Cochins,  Wyandottes,  W.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks 

"TTTHITE  PLY.  ROCK  EGGS,  and  other  popular 
VV    varieties;  also  small  fruit  plants;  prices  low, 
send  for  cir.     L.  F.  OSBURN,  Jacksontown,  Ohio. 

PIT.  ROCKS,  pure-bred  stock.   Cockerels  $1  to 
X    S2.    Eggs  $1  per  Setting,  for  incubating  S3.50  per 
juu.     a.,  si.         ^nAiu,  ooutn  naven,  .uicmgan. 

TT^OR  sale  cheap,  Holstead's  New  Centennial  Incub'r 
JJ  300 egg:  priceS25.  4S47  Chestnut  St.,  W.  Phila.,  Pa. 

"TTTEIANT  BROTHERS,  Newark,  Ohio,  breeders 
VV   of  Grand  W.  F.  B.  Spanish;  2  yards  mated  for 
1837.    Eggs  S2  per  13.    Sat' u  guar.   Send  for  circular. 

leans  by  J.  K.  Felch,  94M,  9J>2.  95M-    Young  stock 
scored  by  J.  T.  Bicknell,  September  23,  1886,  911^,  92, 
93!4,         94.   Orders  for  eggs  booked  now.    A  lim- 
ited number  eggs,  but  no  stock  from  extra  fine  yards 
of  White  Ply.  Rocks,  Frost  Strain,  and  an  imported 
Pen  Hlack  Minorcas.    Send  for  new  circular. 

-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  P.  Rocks  and 
S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.    Eggs  .?2  per  13.    Angorine,  best 
tonic  and  egg  food  out,  25  cents  per  pound.    We  man- 
ufacture the  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator  witli  Lamp 
Attachment,  100  egg  size,  820.  Plans  of  Lamp  attach- 
ment, $1.   Tested  thermometers,  $1. 

X"  ANGSHANs,  as  good  as  money  will  buy.  Eggs 
XJ  S3  pet  setting,  2  setting  S5.    Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed.  F.  REICH ARD,  Box  824,  Huntington,  Ind. 

/"vNLY  One  Dollar  per  Setting.    Eggs  from  prize- 
V  /  winning  L.  Brahmas,  K.C.W.  &  B.  Leghorns  and 
W^yaudottes.  M.D. Branday,  Whitney'sPoint.N.Y. 

"TTT  Legh's  exclu.    Eggs  for  sale  till  July  1st  at  $1 
VV  •  per  13.   J.  M.  Brown,  Solon,  Johnson  Co., la. 

X>    C.  BR.  LEGHORNS.    Three  strains.  Eggs 
XV.  SI. 50.   A.  W.  COCHRAN,  Hammouton,  N.J. 

TlTYANDOTTES,  Partridge  Cochins,  B.  Leg- 
VV^  horns,  W.  F.  B.  Spanish.   Eggs  SI.59toS2per 
13.  Send  for  circular.   E.  C.  LINN,  iMoumouth,  111. 

T71GGS  from  Choice  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks,  Lt.  and 
Pi  Dark  Brahmas,  S2  for  13,  83  for  26  Birds  for  sale 
F.  E.  BACON,  Harvard  St.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

"TTTyandotte  Eggs  S2  per  26,  also  B.  Turkey  and  P. 
TV  Duck  eggs.  Cir.  J.  S.  Shoemaker,  Dakota,  111. 

A  lbert  Christm an,  Zanesvllle,  O.,  breeder  of 
.  Xi-prlze  White  &  Stan.  Wyandottes.   Circular  free. 

TOPEKA,  KANSAS. 

TF  you  want  to  see  the  South  through  a  Northern 
A.  man's  eyes,  send  25c.  for  a  year's  subscription  to 
The  New  South,  Churchland,  Virginia. 

I  >    R.  KNAPP'S    ROSE   COMB  WHITE 
JL>.  LEGHORNS  prize  winners  at  N.  Y.  City, 
Feb.,  1886.   1st  on  pen,  1st  on  pair,  2  specials.  At 
Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan.  11,  ISS7,  every  prize  enter- 
ed for,  5  regular,  8  specials.    At  great  Boston  Show, 
Jan.  19-26,  1887,  7  regular,  7  specials,  every  prize  en- 
tered for.   Send  for  Eggs  anil  Stock  where  you  can 
get  the  best.  25  cockerels  for  sale.  Prices  reasonable; 
eggs  S3  per  13,  S5  per  26.         CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 

T   T.  BULL  &  BRO.,  Westville,  Ohio. 

fj  •  Breeders  of  high-scoring  Partridge  Cochins,  Lt. 
Brahmas,  Wyandottes,  Mottled  J avas,  Black  Minor- 
cas and  W.  C.  B.  Polish  that- score  from  S63j  to965i 
points.    Pekin  and  Rouen  Ducks.  Three  grand  Bocks 
of  M.  B.  Turkeys.   The  pullets  of  two  yards  sired  by 
that  Noted  Tom  that  won  1st  at  Columbus,  O.  Scored 

IT    L.  SHELBY.  Reddick,  Illinois. 

Xl«                     Breeiler  of  Fine  Poultry. 

"DLACK  MINORCAS  from  best  imported  stock. 
JZ>  Eggs  S3  per  13,  S5per26.  Wyandottes  81.50  per  13. 
Address,                 ROB'T  SUTOR,  Brady,  Pa. 

X    HAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa., 
U  •  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  A\  .  Minorcas. 

✓CHOICE  Wyandotte  and  S.  S.  Hamburg  Eggs  S2 
per  13,  S3  per  26.  1.  H.  Koch,  McKeansburg,  Pa. 

T3ROWN  LEGHORN  EGGS  SI .50  per  13,  S2.50per 
JD  26,  $3  per  39.         ARTHUR  HILL,  Corry,  Pa. 

T7AGGS  from  high  class  Wyandottes  and  BigjB.Tur- 
JLi  keys.   Prices  low.  G.  W.  Stansbury,  Athens,  O. 

INCUBATORS  f£0*L^0  lP  CircuIar 

NEW  ERA  M'F'ti  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  S2  per  13;  alsoChickens  bv  trios. 
XJ  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.   Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 

UICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm:  15 
n  leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.  C. Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.    I.  A.  Alge,  Kirksville,  Mo. 

98,  weighed  ll^j  lbs.  after  being  cooped  seven  days. 
Enclose  stamp  for  illustrated  circular. 

SILK  RIBBONS! 

An  elegant  large  package  extra  fine,  Assorted  Rib- 
bons, (Job  lot, )  different  widths,  in  all  the  latest  fash- 
ionable shades;  adapted  for  Bonnet  Strings,  Neck- 
wear, Scarfs,  Trimming  for  Hats  and  Dresses,  Bows, 
Fancy  Work,  etc.    Sent  by  mail  for  only  25c,  three 
packages    for   60c-  SPECIAL :— We   will  give 
double  the  amount  of  any  other  firm  in  America  if 
you  will  send  us  the  names  and  P.  O.  address  of  ten 
newly  married  ladies  when  ordering.    No  pieces  less 
than  one  yard  in  length.    Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Knickerbockci -SpeciaVj  t'c,  rj«»v  Vork. 

I  angshans& Ayl.  Ducks.  Stock  1st  class.  EggsSl.50 
J_J  for  13,82.50  for  26.   G.  T.  Hoke,  Richview,  111. 

TTillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
XXvon,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggs  forhatcb- 
ing  and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.   Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 

JUi  setting.      M.  D.  Mulford,  Guide  Rock,  Neb. 

"Tylancharfr s  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
Xj  mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 

"llzf AMMOTH  IMPERIAL  PEKIN  DUCKS,  W. 
XVJL.  Holland  Turkeys,  White  African  Guineas.  Eggs 
$2  per  setting.   E.  H.  STONE,  New  Hartford,  Conn. 

T~v ALBEY  BROS.,  Washington,  C.  H.,  O.,  breed 
AJ  15  kinds  land  and  water  fowls  and  pets.  Grand 
Wyandottes,  20  birds  scored  by  Cbas.  .Mi  Clave,  aver'g 
92J4.  111.  cir.  free.  Eggs  from  prize  winners  ?2  per  13. 

DTNWPR    Till    J.  A.  BAILEY  A  CO.,  Vet- 
UtlfBCn,  bUL  ei-au  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.    Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886.  Eggs $3  ^,13;  $5  %  26. 
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WYANDOTTES,  BI.,  Br.  and  White  Leghorns. 
Eggs  from  birds  Scoring  90  to  95.  Circular 
free.  FREP.  LEINER,  Wooster,  Ohio. 

FOB  SALE:- Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas,  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  Langshans,  White  and  Brown 
Leghorns.   $2  per  setting. 
KBER  BLUDGGTT  A  CO.,  Charleston,  S.C. 


FOR  SALE.— Eggs  from  choice  Light  Brahmas, 
Ply.  Rocks,  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  V,'.  and  B, 
Leghorns,  Houdans,  Silver  Polish  and  T. Geese.  Send 
for  circular.      Geo.  Fredrickson,  La  Porte,  Ind. 


SA.  BROWN,  Okemos,  Ing.  Co.,  Mich.,  breeder 
•  of  pure  Light  Brahmas,  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg- 
horns and  Black  Cochins.  Eggs  per  setting  $1.50,  $2 
and  $1.   Orders  booked  now  for  spring  shipments. 

DUCK  EGGS  in  any  quantity  to  fill  incubators. 
White  China  Geese  Eggs,  7  for  fl;  first-class 
Wyandottes  Si  per  13;  P.  Rocks  "5c.  per  13. 

C.  F.  CROWELL  &  BRO.,  May's  Landing,  N.  J. 

BROWN  AND  WHITE  R.  C.  LEGHORNS  and 
Langshans  from  No.  1.  prize-winning  stock. 
Eggs  $1.50  per  13;  discount  on  large  orders.  Stock  for 
sale.  G.  A.  WILBER,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 


EGGS:  Plymouth  Rocks,  3vards,  $1.50,  $2.00  and 
$2.50  per  13:  Bl.  Javas,  $1.50  per  13:  Jap.  Bantams 
f3  per  10.  Every  van!  headed  by  prize-winners.  Cir- 
cular.   J.  BANCROFT,  Florist,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 


KB.  DANA.  Radnor.  Del.  Co.,  Pa.. 
•   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas,  (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 

GEORGE  B.  BLAKELT. 
ManTrof  BI  BBER  STAMPS. 
Send  for  samples. 
BBADFOBD,       )IcKEAX  CO.,  PENNA. 

BICH'D  YOUXG,  Morton,  Pa.,  importer  and  breeder 
of  high-class  L.  and  D.  Bra's.W.  J51.,  B.and  P. 
Cochins,  B.and  W.Minorcas,  P. Rocks,  Wyan's,  Langs 
Legh's,  Polish  Bantams,  Ducks  and  Turkeys.  Eggs. 

ELM  PLAIN  POULTRY  YARDS. -Eggs  from  L. 
Brahmas  and  P.Rocksof  leading  strains,  $3  per 
13,  $5  per  26.   Also  75  fine  P.  Rock  cockerels. 

Z.  L.  BEEBEE,  Onondaga  Valley,  N.  Y. 

IGH-CLASS  Laced  Wyandotte  EggsS1.50perl3, 

 $2.50  per  26,  S3  per  39.  R.  and  S.  C.  Wh.  and  Br. 

Leghorns,  Houdans,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  Lang- 
shans.    Eggs$l  for  13.    L.  S.  SMITH,  Lisle,  N.  Y. 

WYANDOTTES,  beautifully  laced-scored  90,  92 
and  95.   Fresh  Eggs  $1.50  for  13,$2.50  for  26.  R. 
C.Brown  Leghorn  eggs  same  price. 
 A.  J.  FOUCH,  Warren,  Pa. 


TT 


EGGS  from  best  champion  Light  and  Dark  Brah- 
mas and  P.  Rocks,  $2  per  13.  Also  breeder  of 
pure  P.  C.  Swine;  best  strains,  all  ages.  Write.  S. 
HUBER,  Bluffton,  O.    Chicks  after  Sept.  1st. 

MAPLE  FARM  POULTRY  YARDS,  Jackson 
Junction,  Winneshiek  Co.,  la.  P.  Rock  eggs 
?1  for  13,  R.C.  Ply.  R:s  eggs  $1.50  for  13.  Make  postal 
notes  and  money  orders  on  Wancoma,  la.  E.J.Casey. 

AE.  RICH,  Janesville,  Wis., breeder  of  Wyan- 
•  dottes, L. Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  P. Cochins, S.C. B. 
Leghorns  and  G.  S.  Crested  Polish.  First-class  stock 
only.  Send  stamp  for  illustrated  circular. 

A BAGWELL,  Sharp,  Ky.,  Light  Brahmas, 
•  Langshans,  P.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes, 
Houdans,  W.&B.  Leghorns,  P. Ducks  and  T.  Geese. 
Eggs  from  prize  winners  $1.50,  others  $1. 


rppc  for  the  Incubator  at  $2  for  5  dozens.  Eggs 
tUOO  from  select  stock  of  fowls,  Ply.  Rocks,  K. 
C.  B.  Leghorn  and  Wvandotte  at  SI  for  13. 
Address,  J.  W.  OLEWINE,  Cora,  Pa. 

UiUITP  PI  V  RflPtfQ  Headquarters.  Orders 
■»  fl  I  I  t  rui.  nUund  for  eggs  now  received. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Circulars  free.  No  rowls 
for  sale.       WM.  T.  CREASY,  Catawissa,  Penna. 

THE  VERY  BEST  PRIZE  WYANDOTTES 
Eggs  $2.00  per  13.   Choice  Birds  for  sale. 
Write  to  me  for  particulars. 

JAMES  A.  DAVIS,  Relden,  Ohio. 

MINORCA  HEADQUARTERS.  -  Imported 
Bl.  and  W.  Minorcas  (the  great  English  heavy 
layers)  and  Langshans.  Send  for  cata.  Fresh  impor- 
tations annually.   F.A.Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MINORCAS. 
Langshans  and  White  Wyandottes.    Eggs $3  per 
13,  $5  per  26.   Send  at  once. 

LEWIS  C.  BEATTY,  Washington,  N.  J. 


FIRST  PREMIUM  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn  Eggs, 
$1.50  per  13,  $2.50  per  26,  $3  per  40.    Also  Laced 
W  yandottes,  $2  per  13,  $.3.50  per  2fi.  So  per  40. 
Address,  H.  OLDS,  Corry,  Pa. 

OAKWOOD  POULTRY  FARM— 1st  at  Baltimore. 
Gold  Medal  at  Atlanta;  30  prizes  this  season. 
Circular.  16  pages,  10  beautiful  illustrations,  finest  in 
the  world,  two  2c.  stamps. 

Office,  1920  G  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 

POULTRY  FANCIERS  and  Egg  Shipperssend  for 
circulars  and  price-list  for  safest  way  to  ship  eggs 
for  both  setting  and  for  market.  Highest  award  at 
Mass.  Poultry  Exhibition  for  shipping  eggs. 

ELLIOTT  BOX  CO,  52  Kelty  Stf,  Boston. 

High-class  Poultry  &  Pigeons,  prize  Langshans, 
Wyandottes.  P. Rocks,  Javas.  Legh'ns.  Houdans, 
Polish,  Ducks  and  Turkeys.  Get  the  best.  Prices  rea- 
sonable. Eggs  a  specialty,  S2  for  13.  Send  stamp  for 
illus.  circular.    K.  Vanderhovex,  Rahway,  N.  J 


LEGHORNS.— S.  C.W.  (Knapp  Bros,  celebrated 
stock)  scoring,  pen  av.  9556,  $3  per  13,  S5per26; 
S.  S.  Hamburgs  and  P.  Rockc  $2  per  13,  $3  per  26. 

L.  F.  KEEBAITGH,  Hannibal,  Mo. 


PRESSEY'S  BROODER. 

monton,  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  $15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Circulars  free. 

G.  W.  PRESSEY,  H  amnion  ton.  N.  J. 


DUCK  EGGS  $1.50  PER  11. -Aylesbury,  Pekin, 
Rouen  and  Cayuga.  Light  Brahmas,  (Fletcher 
and  Ward  strain),  D.  Brahmas,  (Williams)  P.Rocks, 
(Upham),W.  Leghorns,  (Smith).  Eggs  $2  per  13.  G. 
L.  Wads  worth,  89  Quincy  Market,  Boston,  Mass. 

WN.  CROFFUT,  Binghamton.  N.  Y., 
■  Veteran  breeder  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb 
Brown  Leghorns  and  White  Wyandottes.  B.  Leg- 
horn Eggs  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26:  W.  Wyandotte  $5  per 
13.   Send  stamp  for  circular  and  mention  this  paper. 


PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  '"'Garretford 
Poultry  Farm, "  Garretford,  Pa. 


TOPEKA  WYANDOTTE  YARDS.— Breeder 
of  Golden,  White  and  Laced  Wyandottes.  Laced 
Wyandotte  Eggs  for  sale.  Pen  No.  1,  $4:  No.  2, 
$2.50  per  13.    Chicks  for  sale,  after  September  15. 

A.  GANDY,  206  Kansas  Ave.,  Topeka,  Kan. 


Oil  I/O  I  A  large  package  of  nice,  bright  pieces 
\l  I  K  \  I  of  very  pretty  silk  for  Crazy  Patch- 
UILIXU  I  work,  etc.  Mailed  postpaid  for  only 
20  cts.,  3  packages  for  50  cents  (assorted).  Address, 
SPECIALTY  CO.,  Box  688,  New  York. 


GEO.  F.  COLRY,  TOLEDO,  O.,  breeder  of 
high-class  Wyandottes,  (Wier  &  Drake)  and 
Plymouth  Rocks,  ( Pitkin,  Conger  and  Christian). 
Eggs,  S2.00  Per  Setting,  warranted  pure,  fresh 
and  to  arrive  safe.  BIRDS  FOR  SALE.  Inspec- 
tion and  correspondence  solicited. 


KIND  FRIENDS— Please  do  not  pass  us  by,  for  our 
stock  is  unsurpassed  this  season.    Send  for  cir- 
cular of  Wyandottes,  Mot.  Javas,  L.  Brahmas,  G.  S. 
Bantams,  P.Rocks, S.S. Hamburgs,  M.  B.and  W.  H. 
Turkeys, Grant  Tou.  Geese,  P.  and  Muscovy  Ducks. 
Address,  HARRIS  &  NEFF,  Businessburg,  Ohio. 


LEGHORNS.  Rose  Comb  White,  Single  Comb 
White,  Rose  Comb  Brown,  Single  Comb  Brown. 
Specimens  as  perfect  as  any  breeder  has  attained. 
Birds  In  my  yards  for  18S7  scored  by  Felch  and  Bicknell 
from  91  to  99'4  points.    Eggs  $1.50  per  13.  Circulars. 
CHANNING  SMITH,  Chariton.  Iowa. 


OSE  FARM  POULTRY  YARDS-Stock  the  best 
•  the  laud  affords.  Eggs  this  spring  from  choice 
strains  of  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  S.  C.  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Plymouth  Rocks  and  Light  Rrahuias  $2.00  per 
single  setting.  Circular  and  price  list  of  Fowls,  Sup- 
plies and  Eggs  free.  Address, 

EDMUND  DICKEY,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

firinri  y°ur  °wn  Bone, 

UIIIIU  Meai,  Oyster  Shells, 
GEAHADI  Flour  and  Corn 
ictili'S5HA.rffr>MIIjTj 

(F.  Wilson's  Patent).  lOO  per 
cent,  more  made  In  keepina  poul- 
try. Also  POWER  MILLS  and  FARM 
FEED  MILLS.  Circulars  and  Testimonials  sent 
on  application.  WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


TOLEDO  POULTRY  YABDS,|^iI 

  scoring  birds  my 

JOHN  P.  GAKAN,         delight.   Send  for 
price  list  and  cir- 
Toledo,       •:-       -:■       Ohio,  cular  free. 


AMAFJir  POULTRY  AND  TRUCKMEN,  $10 
nUillL.  to  $20  per  acre;  timber,  waterand  prairie. 
B.  Leghorn  eggs  Si  .50  per  13,  or  39  for  $3.00.  Sweet 
Potato  Plants,  50c.  per  100  or  $4  per  1000.  Malaga  Yam 
(earliest,  8  weeks),  Pineapple  Yam,  Banana  Yam  and 
Queen.  Imported  Pus.  Sunflower  Seed,  SI  per  lb. 
Alliance  Poultry  Yards,  Chenango,  Tex. 


-: JOE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS:- 

On  pure,  fresh  EGGS  for  hatching,  from  Standard 
Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Rose 
and  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  at  $2  per  13,  $3  per 
26,  and  guarantees  fair  hatch.  Fine  cockerels  for 
sale.  Send  for  circular.  JOE  GRAVES,  Ameri- 
can Express  Agent,  Rlack  River,  N.  A". 


EXCELSIOR   PLYMOUTH   ROCKS ! 

Champions  of  the  East  and  West  1  Grand  success  at 
Meriden,  Ct.,  in  competition  with  the  best  of  New 
England.  A  sweeping  Record  of  victory  at  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  winning  the  highest  honors  from  the  pick  of  the 
West  and  South.  New  price  list,  illustrated  with 
original  cuts  by  Lee.  Send  for  it.  Eggs  from  prize 
winners  that  will  produce  prize  winners,  $4  per  13,  $7 
per26.  $10  per  39.  Cones,  cheerfully  answered. 
SCUDDER  A  TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.  Y. 


GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 


Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  t  ime  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
„  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vssey  St. ,  New  York, 


E 


GGS  from  2  yards  each  choice  Wyan's  and  Hou- 
dans, $2  per  13.     H.  H.  BOWMAN,  Osage,  la. 


CHOICE  Ply.  Rocks  and  Langshans.  Send  stamp 
for  catal.  WM.  A.  DREHER,  Drehersville,  Pa. 


exclusively.  Eggs  $3  per 
13,    from   the    very  best 


HOUDANS. 

UfVANfinTTCC  stock  in  plumage  and 
W  I  HI? UU  I  I  CO  standard  points. Send  for 

33.  33.  V^i-LK:, 

Port  Washington,  N.  Y. 


circular. 


RW.  SARGENT  Az  SON,  Poultry  Fanciers 
•  and  Importers  Langshans.  Eggs  reduced  to  $3 
per  setting.  Our  W.  and  Bl.  Minorcas  have  won  94 
prizes  in  the  TJ.  S.  the  past  show  season,  30  of  them  at 
Boston.  Our  Courtes,  Pattes  an  La  Fleche  are  all 
prizewinners.  If  you  wish  information  send  for  cir- 
culars and  prize  list.  We  do  not  claim  the  best  birds, 
but  claim  the  Minorca  prize  record  this  season.  York- 
shire Terriers.  Kittery,  Maine. 


■AliFR  hi  I  >  DOYLE.- 

LTGHT  BRAHMAS  ONLY. 
Winners  at  Chicago,  1885  and  1886;  and  at  St.  Louis, 
1886.   Choice  young  and  old  stock  for  sale;  all  raised 
on  farms.   None  better.   Eggs  in  season.    Send  for 
circular.   P.  O.  address, 

3125   DEARRORN  ST.,   CHICAGO,  ILL., 


S2.00  FOR  13  EG-G-S. 

Over  20  Grand  Breeding  Pens  High-class  Specimens 

of  the  most  popular  strains. 
Wyandottes.  Langshans,  L.  Brahmas.  Ply. 
Rocks,  R.  and  S.  C.  Brown  and  R.  C.  W. 
Leghorns,    Dominique*.  Pit  Games 
and  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  on  chicks.  Ment.  thispaper. 
No  circulars.         A.  H.  LANG,  TOLEDO,  O. 


-C.  C,  CUSHING,- 

St.  Lonis,  Mo. 

Breeder  of  Thoroughbred  Poultry.  Light  Brah- 
mas. White  Leghorns  and  Plymouth  Bocks. 

I  keep  nothing  but  the  best.   Circular  free. 

Piist  Prize  Gold  Medal,  World's  Fair.  New  Orleans.. 
EUREKA  INCUBATOR, 

West  Elizabeth,      .....  Penna. 


mD  CM  CI  Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Bl. 
rUn  OhLC!  and  R.  Cochins.  P.  Rocks,  R. 
Leghorns,  Langshans;  all  tirst -class  stand, 
ard  yonng  stock.  Eggs  for  Hatching.  Sat* 
isfaction  guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
gains in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  any  of 
them.     W.  H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111, 


$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  l  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.  E.  ANDERSON,  -  -  -  -  Newark,  Ohio. 


POULTRY  FOOD! 

AT  30  CENTS  A  RUSHEL. 


Every  poultry  raiser  should  feed  the  Combination 
Poultry  Food  whicli  all  can  make  at  home  at  acost  of 
30  cents  per  bushel.  This  is  no  experiment,  but  is  time- 
tried  and  thoroughly  tested.  The  receipt  and  right 
to  make  this  food  will  be  sent  to  any  address  in  the 
U.  S.  or  Canada  on  thereceiptof  only  One  Dollar. 
Address 

THE  COMRINATION  FOOD  CO., 

Chautauqua  Co.,  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y. 


PRESTON'S  WYANDOTTES! 

20  Snperb  Breeding  Pens. 
EGGS  $3.00  PER  13;  $5.00  PER  26. 


EGGS  from  the  finest  of  Langshans,  Lt  Brahmas, 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  Brown  Leghorns  at  $2  per  13, 
$5per39.  Mammoth  circular  free.  If  you  waut  a 
grand  poultry  book  with  3  full-page  chromos  send  50- 
cents  for  Preston's  Wyandotte  Gazette  to 

GEO.  A.  PRESTON,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 


TOLEDO, OHIO.  '  - 

'-  X  AND  ~    »  O 
BREEDER  => 

of  J/i  ese  fu/0-  y 

.jfimsnm 


W.H.WIGMORE'S 

Poultry  Specialties, 

1  Send  for  circular.  Markers 
for  chicks  or  fowls  sent 
by  mail. 
Price,  25  Cents. 
107  S.  EIGHTH  ST., 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 
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PEKIN  DUCKS  VXD  WTANBOTTES. 
Eggs  for  hatching  from  first-class  stock,  $1.50 
rer  dozen,  $2.50  per  two  dozen,  $8  per  100  eggs. 
Box 314.      |A.  II.  ELDRGDGE,  Spencer.Mass. 

EGOS  FOR  HATCHING. 

Send  2  cent  stamp  for  32  page  cir- 
cular, describing  Breeds,  Dis- 
eases and  Cure,  Houses,  Manage- 
ment, etc.    Also  matings  for  1887. 
R.  L.  PORTER,  Mukwonago,  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis. 


HELLO 


I^T  ^5  Instantreliet.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
hi  EL  returns.    No  i  ndelicacy .  Neither 


P knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles— especially  constipation — cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  a  simple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


EGGS— SI  per  13,  from  prize  Houdans,  Rose-comb 
Br.  Leghorn,  Bl.  Leghorn.P.  Rocks;  Rouen  and 
Cayuga  Duck  eggs  $1  per  11:  T.  Geese  eggs  $2  for  6. 
We  have  the  best  herd  of  Cheshire  swine  in  the  U.  S. 
Send  for  circu.     Freeman  &  Button,  Cottons,  N.  Y. 


CPPC  from  mr  prize-winningflockof  over  3f0 large 
ClluO  handsome,  healthy,  hardy  farm-raised  Light 
Brahmas,  at  81  per  setting  (13);  larger  quantities  at 
reduced  rates.  15  carefully  mated  breeding  pens:  no 
two  akin.  Honest  dealing  my  great  specialty,  C.G. 
KLEINSTTJECK,  Saxonia  Farm,  Kalamazoo,  Mich, 

PUAC  I  DHDNCC  Breeder  of  high-scorlngLt. 
UnHd.  I.  DHfillLd,  Brahmas,  Langshans  and 
Pekir  Ducks.  Lt.  Brahma  and  Langshan  eggs$2per 
13,  $5  per  40;  Pekin  Duck  eggs  $1.50  per  9.  S3  per  27. 
Send  for  circular  giving  premiums  now  and  descrip- 
tion of  breeding  pens  for  1887.  Tfii  cnn  nuin 
Corner  Oak  and  Water  Sts.    I  ULLUU,  UnlU. 

DPI/IN  nilPlfC  ESSS  from  choicest  stock  and 
rLrtlli  UUUnO.  guaranteed  fertile,  with  in- 
structions for  raising.  $1.50  per  13.  Fine  Ducks  for 
sale  in  fall.  Also  best  Plymouth  Rocks. 

PETERS   A  CO.. 
Pekin  Poultry  Farm,  Walpole,  Mass. 


IMPORTED  ENGLISH. 
Price-Eist  Free. 


MINORCAS 


IMD  DTI/IM  AND  ROUEN  DUCK  ECGS, 
llllr.  rtFVin      SI  PerDoz..  SfiPerlOO. 

WYANDOTTES aml  WaSHS""" 

R.  R.  BLACK,  Box  lO.Hullica  Hill,  N.  J. 


HILL 


INCUBATO 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


R 


RELIABLE 

Incubators  A  Brooders. 

Send  for  circulars  with  testi- 
monials: tells  the  cost  of  rais- 
ing broilers,  etc.  Incubators 
$16  to  40;  Brooders  $5  to  S8. 

A.  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Box  293,      Bristol,  Conn. 


DO  NOT  DELAY, 

But  send  at  once  for  eggs  of  the  Logan  Strain  of 

WYANDOTTES. 
None  better  in  America.   S3.00  for  13  Eggs,  or 

$5.00  for  26. 
J.  C.  RRIDGE,  EOGANSPOBT,  IND. 

-J" .   H3  .  NTEVIUS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Buff  Coch- 
ins, Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  I  ever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
§3.00  per  13:  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
|5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Ztlinorcas,  $6  per  13.    Write  for  wants. 

-.KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLENVILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


TVLo  xxzxrolx  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  n86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  Sin.  at  Walthain,  Dec.  18M.  S"inl  for  circu- 
lar.        JAS.  RANKIN,  South  Ens  ton.  M.-tsi  . 


YAN'S.W.  and  Stan. :  W. C.B.Pol.  Eggsonly 
for  sale.  Rev.F.  H.  Parsons,  Hawleyton,  N.Y. 


EGGS 


from  high  scor'gS.  C.Browx  Leghorns. 
$1.50.  Circular.  J.F.Carter, Elmira, N.Y. 


F 


RANK  R.  ECKER,  Lowell,  Mich.,  breeder  of 
Wyandottes,  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.  Cir.  free. 


E 


GGS.— Houdans,  Wyandottes  and  G.  S.  Ham- 
burgs,  $1.50 per  15.   E.  Benedict, Wellington,  O. 


H 


ALF-BREED  WILD  TURKEYS;  very  hardy. 
Eggs  $2  per  13.    T.  G.  BROSITJS,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 


BANTAMS— All  varieties.  100  premiums  won  this 
winter.   Circular.     H.  R.  Engle,  Excelio,  O. 


WP  n  CDR  NIC  Ul  23  >rears.  J.  BENNETT, 
.  T.  D.  OrHHIOn!  Sunman,  Ripley  Co.. 
Ind.  $2  per  13,  $5  per  39.   Testimonials,  etc.,  free. 


ROSE 


CombW.Legh'sandWyan,s.  Price  reduced. 
Cir.  free.   N.  D.  Forbes,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


EGGS— Splendid  P.Rock  (Congerl  $1  per  13;  Wyan- 
dotte (Dakln)  $1.50;  Mam.  P.  DuckflOc:  W.  H. 
Turkey  $2  per  12.   A.  F.  R.  GARSTER,  McCIure,  O. 


P ROCKS  and  Wyandottes  for  sale.   Write  for 
•  prices.   Satis,  guar'td.    Special  Ex.  rates.  C. 
B.  FANT,  Wright  City,  Mo.  Eggs$2  per  13,  $5  per  39. 

CANVASSERS— 100  per  cent.can  he  made  selling 
an  article  of  merit.   Send  stamp  :for  circular  to 
C.  S.  CHAIN,  Agent. 
52  K  ilb  y  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


C  I  flfl  Wyandottes,  Fly.  Rocks, S.  S.  Ham-  TPPC 
J>I.UU  burgs,  R.  C.  B.  and  W.  Leghorns,  CUUO 
B.  B.  R.  Pyle,  Derby.  Heathwood.  Duckwing,  Irish 
Gr. Games, "P. R.&C. Ducks  Eggs Jlp!  13;W.Wyan's$3; 
Wh.  P.  Rocks  S2.    C.  D.  SMITH,  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 

PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS— Rankin's  stock  direct  ?1. 50 
per  13,  $2.50  per  26;  Mam.  B.  Turkey  eggs  S3  per 
9,  (torn  40  lbs.,  hens  18  to 20);  Minorcas,  W.  P.  Rock, 
L.  B's,  Lang's,  etc.    Send  4c.  for  60-page  catalogue. 
MICHIGAN  POULTRY  FARM,  Saline,  Mich. 


FTOF  WANT  AN  INCUB  ATOR,  or  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Dey  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLARK,  Manager. 


Niagara  River  Poultry  Yards. 

Mammoth      )  Large  as  turkeys:  Prizewinners 
Light  Brahmas  > at  Titusville,  Toronto,  Guelph 
exclusively.    )  and  London,  Ont.;Baldwinsville 
and  Rochester.  N.  Y.    Eggs  $2  per  13.    Send  for  free 
circular.   CHAS.  H.  AKERLEY, Tonawanda,  N.Y. 


DO  YOU  WANT  A  D  O  G  2 


DOG  BUYERS  GUIDE. 

Colored  plates,  IOO  engravings  1 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are  j 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them. 

Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
337  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


FM.  MUNGER, 
.  De  KALR,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won:  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls.  Nine  imported  Scotch  Ter- 
rier Pups  for  sale.  20  Light  Brahma  Cockerels  and 
Pullets  for  sale. 


Bone  Meal,  Oyster  Shell,  Wire  Netting,  Eggine, 
Monarch.  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue. P.  H.  SPRAGUE, 

178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  ELL 


CHOICE  EGGS  AT  HALF  PRICE! 

From  Everything  that  has  Feathers! 

Order  of  us  and  Save  Money.  We  guarantee  safe 
arrival  and  a  fair  hatch.  Express  charges  paid.  Sur- 
plus stock  of  60  varieties  for  sale  at  a  bargain.  50 
good  breeding  cockerels.  Pekin  Ducks  $2.00,  Bronze 
Turkeys  $4.00  per  pair.  Pet  Rats,  splendid  Lop-Ear 
and  Himalayan  Rabbits,  Peruvian  and  Abyssinian 
Guinea  Pigs,  Dogs  and  Singing  Birds  cheap.  All 
varieties  Stock  and  Eggs  for  sale  cheap/or  quality. 
Write  for  what  you  want  and  see  for  yourselves.  Ask 
for  prices. 

FANCIERS'  AGENCY,  Vancleve,  Iowa. 


ON  30  PAYS'  TRIAL- 

THIS  NEW 

ELASTIC  TRUSS 

Has  a  Fad  different  from  all 
others,  is  cup  shape,  with  Self- 
adjusting  Ballineenter,adapts 
itself  to  all  pesitions  of  the 
body  while  the  ball  in  the  cap 
presses  back  the  intes- 
tines jut  as  a  person 
does  With  the  finger.  With  light  pressure  the  Her- 
nia is  held  securely  day  and  night,  and  a  radical  cure 
certain.  It  is  easy,  dnrable  and  cheao.  Sent  by  mail.  t,ir- 
cSurS  true.  EGULESTON  TRESS  CO.,  Chicago,  IB. 


FOR  SALE.— Eggs  from  2  yards  each  of  as  fin« 
Plymouth  Itnck  and  Langshan  fowls  as  there  is  in 
America.  Send  for  new  circular. 

H.  A.  BRADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 


PR.  EGGS!— A  grand  chance  to  strike  winners! 
•  "Senator,  "  from  Conger's  yard,  mated  with  10 
A  No.  1  hens.  Randolph  with  10  high  scorers.  Eggs 
from  either  yard,  S2  per  13;  eggs  from  yards  3  and  4, 
$1.50perl3,  warranted  pure.  Write.  "Vernon  Poul- 
try Yards,  "  John  McFarland,  Prop'r.  Vallonia,  Pa. 


lars. 


E.  R.  GIBBS. 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send21-cent 
stamps  for  clrcu- 
Noewalk,  Ohio. 


EXPRESS  PREPAID  -On  two  or  more  set- 
tings of  Eggs  from  premium  stock.  Y&::,  Light 
Brahmas,  Black  and  White  Cochins,  Black  Javas, 
Langshans  and  Pekin  Ducks  $2  per  13;  ¥3.75  per  26.  A 
fair  hatch  warranted.  Reference,  "The  Farmers' 
National  Bank  of  this  city." 

G.  F.  DOOLiTTLE,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


ECCS  for  HATCHING 

From_35  varieties  of  the  choicest  Land  andt 
Water  t  owls  divided  into  50  separate  flocks. 
The  largest  Poultry  Range  in  Ohio.  For 
full  description  of  my  buildings,  yards,  and 
fowls,  etc.,  send  three  1  cent  stamps  and  get 
the  finest  illustrated  and  descriptive  cata- 
logue ever  published.  SizeSxir  inches* 
26 pages  CnAS.  6AMMERDLV6EB, 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 


THERMOSTATIC 

INCUBATOR! 


Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results, 
for  circular. 


Send 


33.  S.  3=t331Sr"\7VIOIS:, 

19  Park  Place.      •      ,       -       New  York. 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 
cheap,  durable,  n  re- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  Dey  Street, 
New  Yoke. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  \\  .  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Games.  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Gnineas,  Pekin  Ducks:   Eggs,  §2  per  13. 

N.  V.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds.  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  R.  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  $3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Rrahmas.  Pekin  Bantams:  Eggs  $4. 
I  won  18  1st  and special  premiums  at  A'.  Y.,  Feb.  1886. 
THOS.  W.  LUMOW,  Yonkers,  N,  Y. 


KJTAPP  BUOS., 

WHITE  LEGHORNS 

 AND  

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 


Make  another  sweeping  record  at  the  great 

Boston  Show,  Jan.  1887,  where  over  2000  America's 
finest  birds  were  in  competiton.  We  exhibited  First 
and  Second  Highest  Scoring  breeding  pen  on 
exhibition,  15  birds  with  an  average  score  of  %  points. 
Winning  32  prizes  on  9  entries,  including  two  silver 
enps,  the  grand  special  for  best  collection  and 
every  cash  special  offered  on  these  two  varieties. 

At  the  Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan.  11  to  14,  we  were 
awarded  every  premium  and  special  on  both  our 
varieties  (except  one)  and  the  $30  special  for  largest 
and  best  display. 

Our  White  Eeghorns  still  stand  at  the  head, 
Champions  of  the  World,  and  have  won  more 
1st  Sweepstake  and  Special-  Prizes  than  all 
other  strains  combined  at  the  five  greatest  shows  ever 
held  in  America.  Choice  Breeding  Stock  at  all 
times.  75  Selected  Cockerels  at  low  prices  for 
quality.  EGGS  from  our  Prize  Winners  S3  per 
13,  So  per  26:  60  eggs  $10. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  is  unsurpassed. 
Every  1st  prize  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  State  Fair,  every  1st 
and  2d  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  every  1st,  2d  and  special 
at  Central  N .  Y.  Show.  At  Boston  1st  and  special 
on  breeding  pen,  1st,  silver  cup  and  special  on  cock, 
(refused  ?50  for  this  bird),  1st  and  4th  on  pullet  and  24 
on  cockerel. 

Eggs  !&3  For  13. 

Send  stamp  for  our  1887  illustrated  circular  giving 
full  information  and  highest  prize  record. 

ever  won  by  any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 

KTJArP  BROS., 

BOX  501.  FABIUS,  N.  Y 
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L.  M.,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.— Give  a  remedy 
to  kill  or  drive  off  rats ;  I  got  them  in  my  oellar 
and  am  afraid  they  will  get  in  the  henhouse  too. 

Put  red  pepper  in  their  holes  every  day.  Mix 
one  pound  pepper  and  three  pounds  Scotch  sivaff 
for  the  purpose. 

D.  M.,  West  Long  Branch,  N.  J.— In  testing 
eggs  from  machine  on  7th  day  I  find  a  great 
many  dead  in  the  shell.  What  is  the  reason  and 
remedy?  How  long  is  it  required  to  put  cock 
■with  hens  till  eggs  are  fertilized  ?  Hens  have 
been  laying  without  cock  two  months. 

Due  to  parents  being  probably  too  fat.  Cocks 
should  be  with  hens  a  week  or  ten  days  before 
using  eggs. 

H.  D.  C,  Home,  Ga.— I  have  a  fine  lot  of  P. 
Rocks,  and  if  I  let  some  common  hens  in  the  lot 
with  the  P.  Rocks,  will  the  eggs  that  they  lay  be 
as  full  blood  as  they  would  nave  been  without 
the  common  liens  in  the  yard? 

The  eggs  from  the  pure-bred  hens  will  produce 
pure-bred  chicks. 

W.  C.  Thayer,  1354  Euclid  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O. 
— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  please  inform 
me  where  I  can  obtain  quail  eggs  for  setting? 

Can  some  of  our  readers  inform  him.  We  give 
his  address  in  full. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  C,  Lansdale,  Pa.— A  number  of  my 
pullets  have  a  perfectly  bare  spot  across  their 
backs,  from  side  to  side,  about  three  inches 
wide.  I  can  not  discover  any  skin  disease. 
What  is  the  trouble  ? 

Difficulty  is  due  to  attentions  of  cockerel. 

Subscriber. — 1.  What  is  wrong  with  chickens 
when  they  have  no  lice  and  stagger  around  a 
day  or  two  and  die,  and  eat  welRlTl  the  last  half 
day  of  their  life?  2.  Should  bone  meal  be  before 
chickens  all  the  time?  3.  In  sending  money  to 
England  can  we  send  our  money  direct  there  or 
must  it  be  exchanged  first?  4.  About  how  much 
would  it  cost  to  import  a  pair  of  fowls?  5.  When 
they  would  come  to  New  York  would  they  be 
sent  right  on?  6.  Where  can  I  get  a  book  called 
"Bealevs  Profitable  Poultry  Keeping,"  and  the 
price? 

Always  give  your  address.  1.  Perhaps  they 
have  lice ;  if  not  it  is  due  either  to  dampness  or 
lack  of  warmth.  2.  Yes.  3.  Can  be  registered. 
4.  About  $10.  5.  Yes;  if  properly  directed.  6. 
Address  Stephen  Beale,  care  Vintonis  Fancier's 
Gazette,  London,  England.  We  do  not  know 
the  price. 

E.  C,  Canton,  Maine  —  What  kind  of  a  cross 
would  a  Wyandotte  cock  with  a  Plymouth  Rock 
hen  be? 

Excellent. 

H.  A.  W.,  Augusta,  Me.— Is  a  rooster  five  years 
-old  useless  for  breeding  purposes  ? 
We  would  not  like  to  breed  from  one  so  old. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  R.,  Otsego  Lake,  Mich.— Do  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  have  red  or  yellow  ears?  Do  Lang- 
shans ever  have  any  white  on  the  ear?  I  have 
just  received  a  trio  of  Langshans  that  look  very 
nice  except  one  of  the  hens  has  some  white  on 
the  ear.  I  paid  five  dollars  for  them  and  think 
they  ought  to  be  good  for  that. 

Plymouth  Rocks  should  have  yellow  legs. 
Langshans  should  have  red  earlobes,  with  no 
white. 


W.  W.  B.,  Dayton,  Nevada.— 1.  Is  an  incubator 
heated  by  hot  air  as  good  as  one  using  hot  water? 
If  yes  or  no,  your  reason  why.  There  is  an  incu- 
bator made  iii  California  using  air,  it  has  a  regu- 
lator of  course,  and  is  claimed  to  be  equal  to,  if 
not  superior  to  one  using  water.  Would  prefer 
an  answer  in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  it  would 
"benefit  others  besides  myself.  2.  Are  all  Sebright 
Bantams  rose  combs?  3.  Are  they  all  laced,  so 
called,  or  not? 

1.  We  do  not  believe  there  is  any  advantage  in 
hot  air  over  water.  2.  Yes.  3.  Yes. 


B.  B..  Owen  Sound,  Canada— 1.  I  wish  to  pur- 
chase some  Langshans  and  Wyandottes  from  the 
United  States;  can  vou  tell  me  what  the  duty 
will  be  on  them?  How  much  will  the  express 
charges  be  from  New  York  to  Owen  Sound,  100 
miles  north  of  Toronto?  2.  Can  you  tell  me  what 
is  wrong.'with  my  young  cockerel?  he  is  over  10 
months  old  and  has  never  been  heard  to  crow. 
Is  he  a  right  cock  and  should  I  keep  him?  He  is 
a  cross  between  the  Plymouth  Rock  and  Dark 
Brahma. 

Why  don't  you  give  your  name  and  address,  so 
we  could  have  written  you.  1.  We  believe  there 
is  no  duty  on  breeding  stock.  The  expressage 
should  be  about  $1.50,  but  it  depends  upon  the 
weight.  2.  The  cockerel  is  not  yet  fully  matured. 


He  will  probably  be  all  right.  We  would  not  ad- 
vise breeding  from  a  cross-bred  cock. 

M.  W.,  East  Hampton,  Mass. — Are  express 
companies  responsible  for  damage  to  poultry?  I 
moved  my  fowls  to  East  Hampton,  Mass.,  and 
when  they  arrived,  there  were  ten  hens  and  two 
ducks  dead,  and  two  more  had  their  legs  broken. 
They  were  packed  in  boxes  about  four  feet  long, 
three  wide  and  three  deep,  and  I  had  14  ducks  in 
one  and  20  hens  in  another. 

We  think  you  have  cause  for  action  to  secure 
damages,  but  the  people  seem  to  have  no  rights 
that  express  companies  are  bound  to  respect. 

I.  H.  C,  Batavia,  111.— Could  it  be  possible  for 
a  chicken  hatched  in  an  incubator  to  have  lice  ? 
I  saw  crawling  on  an  egg  at  the  time  of  hatching 
what  I  called  a  louse.  It  is  a  mystery  to  me  how 
it  came  there.  Can  you  tell  ? 

The  lice  came  in  on  the  eggs  from  the  nest, 
when  they  were  put  in  the  incubator.  It  often 
happens. 

H.  W.  S..  Austin.  Tex.— I  bought  last  winter  a 
fine  Leghorn  rooster  of  W.  D.Richards ;  comb 
got  a  little  frost-bitten.  The  bird  is  ten  months 
old,  will  it  hurt  if  I  cut  comb  and  wattles  off? 

No. 

G.  D.,  New  Orleans.— Is  cotton  seed  and  sweet 
potatoes  good  for  poultry,  and  how  could  I  use 
same? 

It  will  make  them  very  fat.  Feed  it  only  twice 
a  week.  Mix  three  parts  potatoes  with  one  part 
cotton-seed  meal. 

J.  F.,  Melville,  N.  Y.— How  can  I  keep  hen 
manure  best  which  I  take  off  the  floor  under  the 
roost  clean  every  morning? 

Mix  it  with  half  its  bulk  of  dry  dirt,  and  once 
a  week  pour  soap  suds  in  the  barrel  containing 
it.  Keep  it  either  wet  or  dry,  as  preferred.  Soap 
suds  forms  fat  acids,  and  "  fixes  "  the  ammonia. 

J.  T..  Sandy  Point,  Texas.— 1.  Will  eggs  hatch 
if  sent  by  express  from  New  Jersey  to  Texas?  2. 
Would  the  Houdans  and  Wyandottes  make  a 
good  cross  for  laying  purposes? 

I.  Yes.  2.  Yes. 

E.  B.,  Claridon,  O.— Will  you  please  tell  me 
through  the  Poultry  Keeper  what  ails  my 
turkey?  On  each  side  of  its  face  are  bunches 
which  are  very  soft  and  by  spells  it  is  swelled  so 
bad  that  she  can  only  just  see 

Result  of  effects  of  roup,  and  is  now  scrofulous. 

W.  K.  G.,  Adrian,  Mich.— 1.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  using  a  celler  or  basement  for  hen 
honse  if  it  conies  enough  above  ground  to  have 
windows  to  admit  light?  The  object  in  using 
basement  would  be  to  use  upper  and  lower  stories 
to  save  expense  of  roof.  2.  Can  geese  be  raised 
to  advantage  without  water  they  can  get  into  ? 

1.  If  perfectly  dry  it  will  be  very  good.  2.  Geese 
do  best  when  they  have  a  pond,  but  can  be  rais- 
ed on  a  pasture  with  plenty  of  water  to  drink. 

Subscriber.  Bristol.  R.  I, — Can  you  tell  me 
what  is  the  matter  with  one  of  my  pullets,  (Ply- 
mouth Rock  six  months  old).  It  makes  a  noise  as 
though  it  had  something  in  its  throat,  and  gapes 
at  other  times.  It  makes  a  noise  like  the  hic- 
coughs. 

If  you  had  given  your  address  we  would  have 
written  you.  A  bird  may  die  before  this  reaches 
you.  The  difficulty  is  simply  a  cold,  and  noise  is 
an  attempt  to  sneeze.  Keep  bird  in  a  warm, dry 
place,  and  inject  a  few  drops  kerosene  in  each 
nostril. 


Dr.  Calvin's  Remedy  for  Ronp. 

Dr.  A.  Calvin,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  sends  us  the 
following  letter,  which  may  be  of  interest  to 
many.  The  letter  will  be  found  valuable  as  giv- 
ing a  remedy,  not  only  for  throat  diseases  of 
birds,  but  also  of  individuals.  He  says  : 

I  will  give  you  my  treatment  for  "  roup."  I 
have  practiced  medicine  for  fifteen  years,  and 
have  had  a  great  many  diseases  to  treat  affect- 
ing the  mucus  surfaces.  Have  prescribed  many 
different  remedies,  but  in  all  my  practice  have 
used  nothing,  or  no  other  remedy,  with  as  good 
results,  as  "pinus  canadensis  "  in  all  diseases 
affecting  the  mucus  surfaces,  especially  chronic 
cases.  Having  such  good  results  with  this  reme- 
dy with  my  "patients,"  thought  I  would  try  it 
oil  chickens  affected  with  "roup."  The  effect 
was  very  gratifying  indeed.  I  administered  it  in 
cases  where  other  remedies  had  failed,  with  per- 
fect success.  I  use  a  ten  per  cent,  solution 
internally,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  twice  a 
dav.  and  one  part  to  six  of  water  as 
infection,  with  «a  small  glass  syringe  or 
sewing  machine  can  every  evening.  Used  in 
this  w  ay  it  will  cure  the  most  obstinate  case : 


May. 


and  in  all  diseases  affecting  the  mucus  mem- 
brane of  the  bowels  I  use  a  10  per  cent,  solution 
in  teaspoonful  doses,  three  times  a  dav.  I  think 
it  will  cure  all  cases  of  bowel  trouble  that  can  be 
relieved  with  medicine.  Pinus  Canadensis  is  not 
a  patent  medicine  or  quack  nostrum,  but  a 
standard  remedy,  the  same  as  carbolic  acid,  is  a 
cheap  remedy,  and  used  as  I  have  directed,  I 
think  it  will  cure  the  very  worse  chronic  case  of 
"Roup,"  and  any  curable  case  of  bowel  trouble 
in  chickens.  There  are  two  preparations  of 
Pinus  Canadensis,  dark  and  white.  The  dark 
only  is  used  internally,  the  white  is  used  in 
cases  as  injection,  where  the  stain  of  the  dark 
is  objectionable.  You  can  give  this  treatment?*) 
your  many  readers  if  you  think  best. 

Pinus  Canadensis  is  the  common  hemlock 
spruce,  the  bark  of  which  is  boiled  in  water  un- 
til a  thick  mass  is  the  result,  consisting  of  resin 
and  essential  oil.  It  is  worthy  a  trial.and  although 
we  have  not  personally  tested  it  yet  it  may  be  a 
valuable  remedy. 


Brother  Orr  Speaks. 

In  the  National  Stockman  he  turns  his  atten- 
tion to  us,  and  we  will  take  an  extract  in  order 
to  give  him  an  answer.  He  says : 

Since  the  editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  etc., 
has  become  so  popular  at  the  big  shows  we 
think  we  notice  some  inconsistencies  develop- 
ing. His  right  hand  can't  forget  its  cunning, 
and  whacks  away  at  the  Standard  and  the 
"Standard-making  bosses  of  the  roost"  with  its 
accustomed  vigor,  while  his  left  hand  pours  the 
oil  of  consolation  and  flattery  into  their  wounds. 
In  one  column  he  declares  that  the  seller  of  $5 
eggs  "has  no  excuse  if  the  purchaser  does  not 
get  good  birds  therefrom,"  while  in  another  col- 
umn he  defends  a  $5  man  by  saying  that  he  is 
"selling  something  of  which  no  man  can  give  an 
opinion  of  the  future  result."  Brother  Jacobs 
has  done  good  service  in  giving  prominence  to 
the  defects  that  have  been  discovered  in  the 
present  Standard ;  but  his  attacks  have  made 
that  book  all  the  more  in  demand.  Two  years 
ago  he  acted  as  though  he  had  applied  for  ad- 
mission to  the  "Secret  Society"  and  had  been 
black-balled;  now  he  behaves  himself  quite  like 
a  probationer  soon  to  be  received  into  lull  mem- 
bership. Really  we  believe  that  he  is  soon  to  be 
a  full  member  in  good.andjregular  standing. 

No;  we  have  never  applied  for  admission. 
We  prefer  to  be  free,  and  not  under  control. 
The  cost  of  life-membership  is  $10,  or  $9.99  more 
than  it  is  worth.  We  would  like  to  know  vihich 
Standard  is  so  much  in  demand.  We  have  two, 
and  were  swindled  on  one  or  the  other— both 
ninth  editions— sold  us  for  the  latest. 


A  Letter  of  Defence. 

E.  E.  STONE,  PETERSBURG,  O. 

In  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  August  I  notice 
an  article  from  Frank  J.  Schatz.  in  which  he 
assails  me  in  a  manner  which  I  think  is  unjust. 
He  savs  he  has  tested  my  remedy  for  cholera 
and  found  it  a  fraud.  If  friend  Schatz  will  have 
the  kindness  to  again  read  the  letter  in  which 
I  spoke  of  the  efficacy  of  poke  root,  in  some 
forms  of  bowel  diseases,  in  poultry,  he  will  see 
that  I  did  not  recommend  it  as  an  infallible 
remedy  for  any  disease.  I  only  stated  what 
results  I  had  o'btained  with  it,  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that,  as  remedies  for  cholera,  all  the 
so-called  cures  were  worthless,  mine  among  the 
number.  Why,  then,  he  should  be  so  indignant 
because  the  poke  root  did  not  cure  his  chickens 
of  cholera  is  more  than  I  can  understand.  Mr. 
Schatz  might  also  discover,  in  my  letter, 
that  I  said  I  did  not  believe  a  case  of  genuine 
cholera  could  be  cured.  Yet  he  asks  me  to 
wager  $100  that  my  recipe  is  a  sure  cure  for  that 
dread  disease.  Betting  may  be  a  good  way  to 
try  a  man's  nerve,  but  it  is  no  proof  for  or 
against  anything. 

[We  think  Mr.  Schatz  misunderstood  the  letter 
whicn  may  account  for  his  willingness  to  test 
cures.  He  really  agrees  with  you— Ed.]  


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 

Renew— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50 cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
vear  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  oue  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  vear  and  their  choice  of  these 
books.  "Poultrv  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  66  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books. 
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Mr.  Mnnger's  Leghorns, 

We  give  an  illustration  of  the  breeding  pen  of 
"White  Leghorns,  owned  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Hunger, 
De  Kalb,  Illinois.  Mr.  Munger  holds  the  high 
honor  of  Secretary  of  the  great  Chicago  Associa- 
tion, and  is  well  known.  The  breeding  pen  has 
at  its  head  the  prize  cock  "Winsted."  winner  of 
-first,  special  and  sweepstako  premiums  at  the 
Winsted,  Conn.,  show,  18S7.    Score  96.  He  is 


How  to  Wash  Birds, 

Two  or  three  days  before  sending  to  a  show, 
says  Vinton's  Gazette,  of  England,  the  birds 
should  be  carefully  washed— an  operation  not 
half  so  difficult  as  many  imagine,  if  only  a  little 
trouble  is  taken.  Though  the  process  has  often 
been  described,  a  few  hints  may  be  useful  to  be- 
ginners. Get  a  good  sized  tub  and  fill  three- 
parts  full  with  ho',  water  (softwater  preferable), 


a  sponge  and  soft  towel.and  put  the  bird  in  front 
of  a  bright  fire,  but  not  too  near,  or  the  feathers 
will  dry  too  quickly,  and  consequently  curl. 
The  bird  should  be  watched  and  turned  round 
as  required,  and  a  little  light  fluffing  up  of  the 
feathers  will  much  help  them  to  dry  and  web  out. 

Dropping  Eggs  from  the  Boost. 

Here  is  a  difficulty  often  met  with,  and  which 
we  are  prompted  to  notice  by  the  following,from 


Prize  Breeding  Pen  or  tVblte  £,esrliorns,  owned  by  F.  M.  3iunger,  De  Kalb,  Illinois 

liens  anil  pullets  that  score  96%, 
ttu'i  95%;  total  480%.  Average 


mated  with  li  \ 
96%,  96%.  95% 
score  of  the  pen  over  96.  This  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  finest  pens  of  White  Leghorns  in  the  West, 
and  are  all  very  large  specimens,  some  of  the 
hens  weighing  seven  pounds  each.  He  has  about 
300  March  and  April  chicks  that  are  getting 
ready  for  the  Jubilee  at  Chicago,  Nov.  8th  to  18th, 
and  the  chances  are  that  he  will  be  somewhere 
at  the  top. 


make  a  good  Either  with  some  white  curd  soap, 
then  put  the  bird  in  and  wash  thoroughly  witli 
the  hands.  A  small  sponge  is  alsc  useful,  being 
careful  that  the  feathers  are  washed  downtc  the 
roots  as  well  as  on  the  surface.  Then  rinse  the 
bird  in  another  tub  of  clean  cold  water,  with  a 
little  blue  in  it  (in  winter  take  the  chill  oft), 
taking  care  to  get  the  soap  well  out,  or  the  plu- 
mage will  not  web  out  smoothly.  Then  get  the 
greater  part  of  the  water  from  the  feathers  with 


Mr.W.H.McFarland,of  Madison.Wis., who  says: 
I  would  like  to  know  what  to  do  for  my  hen;  she 
drops  her  egg,  some  times  from  the  roost ;  other 
times  in  the  yard  or  wherever  she  happens  to  be. 
While  feedingshe  sits  down,tail  always  drooping. 

The  hen  is  probably  too  highly  fed,  and  maybe 
fat.  A  fat  hen  is  out  of  condition  for  laying.  Soft 
shell  eggs,  double  yolk  eggs,  eggs  when  she  is  on 
the  roost,  no  eggs  at  all,  or  poor  results  from  sit- 
ting hens,  may  be  laid  at  the  door  of  fat  hens.  It 
may  be  that  the  above  hen  is  erobably  very  fat. 
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HOUSES,  BROODERS,  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Some  of  our  readers  have  kindly  sent  us  de- 
signs, but  we  have  been  unable  to  use  them 
sooner.  We  propose  to  illustrate  other  designs 
soon,  and  as  we  gave  26  cuts  in  April  we  will  not 
be  giving  too  many  in  this.  The  first  is  the  poul- 
try house  of  Mr.  L.  S.  Smith,  Lisle,  New  York. 
In  his  description  Mr.  Smith  says  the  house  is 
two  and  a  half  stories  high,  and  its  dimensions 
are  24  feet  wide  by  84  feet  in  length.  You  enter 
the  building  from  the  east  end  coming  into  a 
hall  which  extends  the  entire  length  of  the  build- 
ing on  the  ground  floor,  the  hall  being  four  feet 


Munger,  De  Kalb,  111.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Chi- 
cago show  last  year,and  who  is  still  getting  ready 
for  the  next.  No  description  is  necessary  ,as  the 
cut  shows  everything  very  plainly,  the  roof  being 
somewhat  flat,  showing  that  tarred  paper  may 
be  conveniently  used,  while  the  section  in  the 
lower  right  corner  gives  some  idea  of  the  inte- 
rior. 

A  pretty,  well-lighted  house  is  that  of  Mr.  J.  P. 
Pritchard,  Chase  City,  Va.,  who  gives  the  de- 
scription as  follows: 

The  house  has  an  upper  story  the  full  length  of 
the  house— 8x32  feet.  The  house  is  six  feet  at 
rear  and  12  feet  at  highest  point.  The  left  front 


four  runs  being  under  the  left  portion. 

Mr.  Lewis  Lawrence,  of  South  Orange,  N.  J., 
sends  us  a  house  designed  by  Mr.  Badger,  of 
that  place.  The  house  is  11^x16  feet  on  the 
ground.  Front  is  3%  feet  high ;  front  portion  of 
roof  has  a  slant  of  6  feet :  height  in  centre  9 
ft.  back  5  ft.  and  pitch  of  back  roof  9%  ft.  There 
is  an  entrance  at  either  end.  The  inside  is  par- 
titioned off  into  three  rooms,  one  for  fowls,  one 
for  incubator  and  one  for  chicks.  It  is  built  of 
matched  hemlock  boards,  lined  inside  with 
tarred  felt.  The  front  slope  is  entire  glass,  with 
four  ventilators  above.  It  will  accommodate  30 
or  40  fowls.  The  cost  complete  is  from  $30  to 


is  4%  feet  high,  and  the  right  front  3  feet  high. 

It 


POULTRY  HOUSE  OF  MK.  L.  S.  SMITH,  LISLE,  N.  Y 

wide,  and  on  each  side  are  the  pens,  which  are 
10x12  feet,  with  doors  opening  out  of  the  pens  into 
runs  12x25  feet.  The  feed  and  drink  is  given  to 
the  fowls  from  the  hall,  without  entering  the 
pens.  There  are  twelve  pens  on  the  ground  | 
floor,  besides  a  feed  and  supply  room  at  the  left  i 
with  an  egg  and  packing  room  at  the  right  as 
you  enter  the  building,  each  room  being  10x12 
feet.  In  the  supply  room  is  a  large  stove  witli  a 
large  kettle  to  cook  the  food.  The  pipe  from  the 
stove  runs  under  the  floor  to  the  west  end  of  the 


house,  warming  the  whole  building,  so  that  wa- 
ter will  not  freeze  in  it  in  the  coldest  weather. 
The  floors  of  these  pens  are  of  gravel,  and  to  the 


POULTRY  HOUSE  OF  MR.  J.  P.  PRITCHARD,  CHASE 
CITY,  TA. 

This  house  is  used  for  sitting  hens  and  young 


$35.  The  bottom  is  cemented,  to  protect  again* 
rats. 

Here  is  another  excellent  design  from  Mr.  E. 
Burr,  Braidwood,  111.  Mr  Burr  says  it  is  16  feet 
square,  floored  with  coal  ashes.  He  keeps  100' 
hens  in  it.  The  roosts,  platforms  and  nests  are 
high  enough  not  to  obstruct  the  floor. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Spangler,  Mount  Delight,  N.  H., 
says  that  having  some  chicks  come  out  of  his 
incubator,  necessity  prompted  him  to  make  a 
brooder,  in  which  he  did  not  lose  a  chick.  To- 
describe  it  he  says  :— '  The  back,  two  sides  and 
bottom  are  made  of  inch  boards,  put  tegethej 
with  nails.  The  narrow,  or  lower  end.is  intend 


POULTRY  HOUSE  OF  MR.  F.  M.  MUNGER,  DE  KALB,  ILL. 


rear  of  each  from  the  hall  is  lighted  by  large 
glass  windows,  and  having  wire  screens  on  in- 
side of  glass,  so  that  the  windows  can  be  run 
back  to  give  plenty  of  ventilation.  Every  win- 
dow in  the  building  is  double  glassed.  The 
nests  are  on  the  side  of  the  pens  opposite  to  the 
roosts.  From  the  supply  room  stairs  lead  to  the 
second  floor,  where  you  enter  a  hall  running  as 
on  the  first  floor,  and  which  is  three  and  one- 
half  feet  wide.  This  floor  is  divided  into  pens 
for  hatching  and  raising  chicks,  being  warmed 
below  by  the  pipe  from  the  stove.  The  third 
floor  has  a  glass  roof  on  south  side,  and  is  used 
for  raising  small  chicks.  The  building  has  also 
in  the  roof  two  large  ventilators,  and  the  impure 
air  escapes  from  each  pen  through  these  ven- 
tilators. 

We  next  give  the  poultry  house  of  Mr.  F.  M. 


chicks.  The  windows  are  hinged  at  the  bottom, 
so  as  to  be  raised.  The  roof  is  covered  with 
single-ply  tarred  paper.  The  right  portion  is  the 
nest  room,  from  which  a  passage  way  leads 


MR.  L.LAWRENCE'S  POULTRY  HOUSE,  S.  ORANGE, 
N.  J. 


ed  to  slip  in  and  out.as  occasion  requires,  and  is 
not  nailed  to  the  sides.  Before  giving  minute 
description,  let  me  say  that  Nos.l,  2,  3, 4,  5,  6  and 
7,  in  figure  1  show  the  interior  parts  of  the 
brooder.  The  entire  measurements  are  given  in 
figures  at  different  points  in  figure  1.  The  box 
was  made  to  suit  a  tank  I  had  on  hand,  but  can 
be  increased  in  size  to  suit  100  clucks'.  If  I  had 
to  make  another  I  would  not  have  box  more  than 
12  inches  high,  as  the  heat  would  then  be  nearer 
the  chicks.  As  will  be  observed,  the  tank  is  one 
inch  less  all  around  than  the  box,  and  after  it  is 
in  place,  which  is  done  by  nailing  or  screwing 
cleats  on  side  of  box,  the  lid  (which  is  made  ol 
one  inch  boards)  is  screwed  on. 

"Description  of  Fig  1—  No.  1— Tank  "S%  inches 
deep,  15  inches  wide,  2  feet  long,  made  of  galva- 
nized wire.  No.  2.— Boiler,  the  holes  showing 
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where  pipes  (one  incli  diameter)  connect  with 
tank.  These  pipes  should  be  long  enough  to  ex- 
tend two  inches  outside  of  r^ox.  Boiler  is  6  inches 
in  diameter,  8  inches  high,  with  movable  lid, 
bottom  of  boiler  to  be  concave,  so  as  to  gather 
flame  and  heat  of  lamp.  No.  3— Light  frame, 
made  size  of  inside  of  box  below  tank.  This 


MR.  E.  BURR'S  POULTRY  HOUSE  (WITH  GROUND 
PLJCN)  BRAID  WOOD,  ILL. 

frame  is  inatae  so  as  to  easily  slip  out  and  in  on 
slats  nailed  on  side  of  box.  Have  two  sets  of  slats 
so  as  to  raise  frame  as  chicks  grow.  On  lower 
side  of  frame  tack  old  woolen  blanket,  so  as  to 
have  it  bag  in  the  centre,  so  chicks  can  feel  it 
when  under.  No.  4.— Piece 
of  old  blanket,  whole,  width 
and  height  of  opening  in 
front  of  tank.  This  is  tack- 
ed on  to  a  strip  of  wood  at 
the  top,  and  left  a  little  full, 
and  the  lower  edge  (which 
should  rest  a  little  on  the  Q 
floor)  cut  into  strips,  so  that 
chicks  can  run  in  and  out. 
No.  5.— Interior  between  cur- 
tain and  first  sliding,  or 
movable  partition,  where 
chicks  are  fed  when  first  put 
in.  Size  15  inches  by  2  feet  2 
inches.  No.  6.— Sliding  par- 
tition, to  be  removed  when 
more  room  is  needed.  This 


sene  lamp  (small  size)  placed  under  boiler  as 
shown  in  Fig.  1,  and  had  no  difficulty  keeping 
temperature.  This  seems  like  a  lengthy  de- 
scription, but  I  have  tried  to  make  it  plain.  It 
is  not  so  difficult  to  make  it  as  it  looks.  With 
me  it  has  proven  absolutely  perfect." 

Although  the  above  is  so  excellently  and 
minutely  given,  we  will  now  illustrate  another 
brooder,  designed  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Lincoln,  Dun- 
nigan,  Cal.  Mr.  L.  thus  describes  it:  "I  con- 
sider my  brooder  cheap,  durable  and  clean.  The 
floor  A. 'is  6  feet  long  by  2  feet  wide,  matched 
together,  witli  floor  not  too  smooth.  Under  the 
floor,  attached  to  it  is  a  box  B,  2  feet  square  and 
12  inches  deep.  This  box  is  lined,  (ex- 
cept the  top)  with  two  inches  of  saw 
dust.  A  door  in  one  end  of  this  box  can  be 
removed,  so  that  the  tank  may  be  inserted.  For 
a  tank  I  use  a  five  gallon  oil  can.  When  I  wish 
to  heat  the  water  I  open  the  faucet  and  set  it  on 
the  stove.  When  boiling  hot  I  slide  it  into  the 
box,  and  close  the  door,  which  is  also  lined  with 
two  inches  of  sawdust.  It  keeps  the  heat  all 
night.  The  yard  C,  and  sleeping  room  D,  are 
portable,  so  they  may  be  set  aside  when  out  of 
use,  or  to  cleanse  the  floor.  The  legs  to  the  yard 
are  movable.  The  hurdle  on  the  centre  of  the 
yard  serves  botli  as  a  handle  and  to  support  oil 
cloth  to  protect  chicks  from  weather  or  wire 
netting  may  be  stretched  over  it  to  protect 
against  cats.  The  little  shed  is  square,  but  cor- 
ners should  be  blocked  off.  I  tack  woolen  rags 
to  the  roof  inside  for  the  chicks  to  hover  under. 
Cloth,  cut  in  strips,  also  hangs  in  front  of  the 
little  shed.   W  is  a  glass  window  if  desired  " 

Mr.  H.  H.  Hosford,  Eugene,  Indiana,  also  con. 
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MR.  H.  H.  HOSFORD'S  BROODER,  EUGENE,  IND.— 
FIG.  1. 

tributes  a  Brooder.  He  says:  "I  am  not  an 
old  hand  at  making  brooders,  but  this  one  work- 
ed well  for  me.  The  brooder  is  4  feet  and  4 
inches  long,  and  2  feet  wide.  It  is  16  inches  deep 
in  the  centre.  The  mother  is  two  feet  square, 
with  a  double  sheet-iron  bottom,  one  and 
one-fourth  inches  apart.  On  one  side  between 
sheet  iron  bottoms,  are  four  half-inch  holes 
AAAA,  bored  close  to  the  lower  bottom.  In  the 
upper  bottom,  on  the  opposite  side,  are  four 
holes.  C  is  a  thin  board,  placed  across  the 
mother,  to  keep  sawdust  out  of  the  holes.  DD 
are  three-quarter  inch  holes,  for  ventilation. 
The  mother  is  warmed  by  an  ordinary  hand 
lamp,  placed  in  the  lower  box,  as  per  Fig.  2. 
Holes  should  be  bored  in  lower  part  of  box  to  let 


two  pieces.  Now,  you  nail  Figures  I  and  3  to- 
gether, with  clinch  nails,  like  in  Figure  6,  so- 


MR.  W.  H.  SPANGLEU'S  BROODER,  MT.  DELIGHT, 
N.H. 

should  fit  snugly  at  the  bottom,  and  even 
with  top,  so  sasli  will  lay  close  on  it,  and 
hold  the  heat.  No.  7. — Outside  run,  16  inches 
by  2  feet  2  inches,  covered  with  wire.  As  chicks 
grow  slip  out  partition  (No.  6)  and  they  can  have 
the  whole  room  of  the  brooder.  No.  8.— Slide 
end,  put  in  same  as  No.  6.  to  be  removed  when 
required  to  let  chicks  on  the  ground  outside. 
No.  9.— Sash,  made  to  fit  tight,  hinged,  so  as  to  be 
raised  when  cleaning  brooder.  No.  10.— Wire 
cover  on  second  run. 

"Description  of  Fig.  2. — Fig.  2  represents  bot- 
tom of  brooder  immediately  under  the  tank. 
No  1.  is  the  boiler.  No.  2  is  small  meshed  wire, 
tacked  in  corners  to  prevent  crowding.  No  3  is 
the  ventilator.  Nail  two  strips,  3  inches  long, 
half  inch  thick,  and  10  inches  apart,  to  sides  of 
box.  Against  these  tack  a  thin  piece  of  wood, 
leaving  a  space  of  ^x5xl0  for  ingress  of  fresh 
air,  which  enters  through  five  or  six  half  inch 
holes  bored  through  the  box,  and  comes  above 
the  chicks,  so  there  is  no  cold  draughts  on  them 

"Description  of  Figs.  3  and  4.— No  1  shows 
where  holes  are  bored  through  side  of  box  for 
air  to  enter  ventilator  (No.  3-Figure  2.)  Figure 
4.— Wide  end  of  box,  or  tank  end.   No.  1— glass . 


BROODER  OF  MR.  E.  M.  LINCOLN,  DUNNIGAN,CAL. 

to  place  this,  cut  an  opening,  of  any  size  re- 
quired, out  of  box,  and  near  floor.  Putty  or 
tack  glass  in.  On  inside  place  a  small  thermom- 
eter, to  observe  temperature.  No.  2.— Holes, 
half-inch  in  diameter,  bored  at  top  of  box,  to 
allow  impure  air  to  escape. 
"The  brooder  is  heated  with  a  common  kero- 
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FIG.  2  OF  MR.  HOSFORD'S  BROODER. 

air  into  lamp.  With  holes  on  upper  edge,  also 
to  let  off  gases  from  lamp,  but  do  not  bore  the 
holes  for  escape  of  gases  on  same  side  as  holes 
AAAA.  The  air  coming  in  at  A,  is  warmed, 
passes  up  at  C,  into  the  mother,  and  out  at  D. 
The  artist,  by  mistake,  put  the  holes  D,  on  the 
wrong  side,  in  Fig.  2.  They  should  be  to  the 
right,  over  AAAA,  as  shown  in  Fig.  1.  EE  are 
holes,  through  which  the  chicks  pass  in  and  out 
through  the  partition  P.they  should  have  sliding 
doors.  The  bottom  of  the  run  is  a  slide,  so  as  to 
be  easily  cleaned  off,  and  the  top  of  the  run  may 
be  hinged,  so  as  to  be  raised  up.  If  preferred, 
the  run,  R,  may  have  a  wire  top.  Sawdust 
or  sand  is  used  on  the  floor  of  the  mother  B. 
There  is  also  a  window,  W,  on  each  end."  We 
will  say  here  that  it  is  claimed  that  some  por- 
tions of  the  above  are  patented,  while  others  claim 
that  it  has  been  in  general  use  for  years,  but 
whether  the  patent  exactly  applies  to  the  sug- 
gestion given  by  Mr.  Hosford  we  cannot  state. 
We  will  send  date  and  number  of  patent  should 
it  be  necessary. 

How  to  make  a  movable  fence  is  furnished 
by  Mr.  Edmund  Hill,  La  Crew,  Indiana.  We 
can  best  describe  it  in  Mr.  Hill's  language. 
He  says:— "Figure  1  is  a  piece  of  plank  20 
inches  long  on  top,  2  inches  thick  and  3  inches 
wide.  A  notch  1  inch  deep,  and  3  inches  wide, 
is  cut  six  inches  from  the  end.  There  are  two 
pieces  like  Figure  1.  These  pieces  are  to  be  set 
on  the  ground,  and  to  cut  the  notches  right,  set 
them  together,  like  Figure  2,  so  they  will  be  on 
opposite  sides.  Next,  make  two  pieces  like 
Figure  3,  They  are  37  inches  long,  3  inches  wide, 
and  one  inch  thick,  with  a  notch  cut  in  at  the 
upper  end,  lx2'4  inches,  and  one  at  the  bottom, 
three  inches  from  the  end,  one  inch  square. 
These  pieces  are  for  upright  posts.  Figure  4  is 
37  inches  long,  one  inch  thick  and  3  inches  wide. 
There  are  two  pieces  like  Figure  4,  for  braces. 
Figure  5  is  the  railing,  16  feet  long  1x2  inches— 
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MOVABLE  FENCE,  BY  MR.  E.  HILL,  LA  CREW, 
IOWA. 

that  the  notch  that  is  one  inch  square  is  even 
with  top  of  Figure  1.  You  now  nail  Figure  4  on 
to  Figure  6,  so  that  one  end  comes  even  with  the- 
edge  of  the  shoulder,  and  the  other  end  even 
with  the  outer  end  of  Figure  1  that  rests  on  the' 
ground,  as  at  Figure  7.  Next  you  set  a  frame- 
like  Figure  7  out  on  a  smooth  place,  and  lay  one- 
of  the  rails  flat  on  Figure  1  and  slip  it  into  the 
notch.  Have  the  end  of  the  rail  to  project 
out  about  18  inches  from  upright  post,  then 
nail  solid.  Then  take  next  rail,  lay  it 
up  edgewise  on  shoulder  mentioned,  and 
nail  it  solid.  Now  take  the  frame,  lay  it  upon 
two  trestles,  so  that  it  will  be  solid  when  nail- 
ing the  laths  on.  One  bunch  of  laths  is  enough 
for  one  panel  16  feet  long  when  they  are  nailed 
two  inches  apart.  This  fence  is  light,  and  any 
one  can  take  it  up  and  carry  it  wherever  desir- 
ed. Here  is  the  bill  tor  lumber  to  make  one 
panel  16  feet  long.  Two  pieces  lx3,and  37  inches 
long;  two  pieces  1x3,  and  40  inches  long;  two 
pieces  2x3  and  20  inches  long :  two  pieces  1x2, 
and  16 feet,  long:  one  bunch  laths." 

A  barrel  brooder  is  sent  us  by  Mr.  Jesse  M. 
Engle,   Keyser,  W.  Va.     In    describing  his- 


INCH  TUB  ES 

A  BARREL  BROODER,  BY  MR.  J.  M.  ENGLE,  KEY- 
SER, W.  VA. 

brooder  Mr.  Engle  say :— "It  is  one  of  my  own. 
being  a  coal  oil  barrel  sawed  in  half.  The  dotted 
line  is  a  rope,  nailed  around  the  inside  of  the 
half  barrels.  A  piece  of  sheet  iron,  cut  round 
the  size  of  the  barrel,  goes  down  in  the  tub  and 
rests  on  the  rope.  I  spread  a  piece  of  old  bagging 
on  the  sheet-iron  to  keep  chicks  off  the  iron.  Use 
putty  or  white  lead  around  the  edges  of  the  sheet- 
iron  to  keep  steam  out.  I  have  a  soft  cover  top 
over  the  chicks.  I  take  a  piece  out  of  a  couple  of 
staves  for  entrance  E.  E.  The  tin  boiler  has  a  lid 
on  top,  with  a  puncture  in  lid  for  an  air  hole.. 
The  floor  of  house  should  be  even  with  entrance. 
I  sink  my  tubs  in  the  ground  even  with  entrance  " 
Mr.  C.  C.  Harper,  Mt.  Carmel,  111.,  has  kindly- 
sent  us  his  method  for  heating  an  incubator,  and 
also  gives  information  regarding  brooders.  He 
writes  :  "As  it  takes  so  much  time  to  answer  the- 
numerous  inquiries  that  have  come  from  my 
former  letter,  I  send  you  drawing  of  an  attach- 
ment that  proves  to  be  a  very  great  improvement. 
To  make  the  brooder,  procure  a  box  of  the  shape- 
shown  in  the  cut.  (Fig.  2.)  an  ordinary  cracker- 
box  being  just  the  thing.  Fasten  the  lid  with 


INCUBATOR  HEATER,  BY  MR.  C.  C.  HARPER,  MT, 
CARMEL,  ILL. — FIG  1. 

hinges.  Stand  the  box  on  end  and  take  out  the 
top.  Have  a  square  tin  funnel  made,  the  large 
end  just  large  enough  to  fit  the  top  of  the  box. 
The  small  end  should  extend  half-way  down  the 
box,  and  have  an  opening  in  the  end  3  inches  in 
diameter.  Bore  some  holes,  as  at  1  and  2,  for 
ventilation,  also  making  some  holes  in  the  funnel 
opposite  the  holes  at  2.  Now  make  a  table,  2% 
by  4  feet,  just  high  enough  to  allow  the  brooder 
or  heater  to  stand  under  it,  the  top  touching  the 
bottom  of  the  table.  Procure  two  common 
rash  frames,  2x4  ft.,  well  glazed,  and  hinge  one 
fo  each  side  of  the  table,  letting  them  come  to- 
gether at  the  top.  For  the  gable  ends  use  wire 
netting,  of  small  mesh.  Next,  make  a  box, 
similar  to  Figure  3,  without  a  bottom,  having 
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both  sides  open,  as  at  4. 
Make  this  box  of  such 
size  as  will  sit  on  the 
table  under  the  sash,  cut 
a  hole  out  of  the  top  at  3 
and  lay  over  it  a  pane  of 
glass.  Tack  some  woolen 
goods  on  the  top  edge  at  4, 
letting  it  extend  to  the 
floor.  Now  place  your 
heater  under  the  centre 
of  the  table,the  "mother" 
Figure  3,  over  the  heater 
•n  the  table.  Place  a 
lamp  in  the  heater,  allow- 
ing the  chimney  to  extend 

FIG  2.— MR.  HARPER'S  HEATEr  FOR  BROODER. 

into  the  opening  at  apex  of  funnel.  In  a  very 
short  time  the  floor  of  the  brooder  will  be 
warm,  and  at  the  same  time  the  air  will  be 
pure.  Care  must  be  used  or  you  may  get  it 
too  warm.  If  but  little  heat  is  required, 
a  low  lamp  may  be  used,  allowing  the  top 
of  the  chimney  to  be  below  the  opening  in 
the  funnel.  I  tried  several  other  brooders 
without  much  success,  but  with  this  I  have 
never  had  any  trouble.  Figure 
1  is  the  lamp  attachment  for  a 
Poultry  Keeper  Incubator. 
The  tank  is  just  the  same  as 
described  by  you  in  Novem- 
ber. The  dotted  lines  show 
a  2}£  inch  tin  pipe,  or  Hue, 
passing  through  the  middle  of 
the  tank  lengthwise,terminat- 

FIG.  3.— MR.  HARPER'S  BROODER— THE  MOTHER. 

jngin  an  elbow  at  the  back  end.  Let  the  pipe 
come  through  the  front  end  one  inch,  and  cut  a 
bole  %  inch  in  diameter  on  the  top  side,  (4)  and 
attach  a  half  inch  tube,  (5)  letting  it  extend  up- 
ward through  the  sawdust.  This  gives  ventila- 
tion for  the  lamp  that  is  placed  under  the  elbow 
(1)  at  (8).  The  chimney  should  extend  an  inch  or 
two  into  the  elbow.  The  heat  passes  through 
the  pipe  (3)  which  tends  to  keep  the  water 
warm.  Now  construct  an  elbow  (2)  four  inches 
in  diameter  around  and  over  the  small  elbow 
(1).  attaching  it  firmly  to  end  of  tank  and  at  8. 
Punch  a  number  of  holes  around  small  elbow, 
.and  inside  of  large  one.  This  will  allow  the 
.  water  to  pass  out  around  the  small  elbow,  and, 
"being  directly  over  the  lamp,  it  is  kept  almost 
to  boiling  heat,  which  causes  a  circulation 
throughout  the  water  in  the  tank,  and  the  heat 
is  easily  kept  up.  Any  one  having  this  incuba- 
tor can  have  the  attachment  put  on  at  a  small 
•cost.  I  liave  kept  the  heat  up  during  an  entire 
incubation  without  adding  nny  hot  water. 

Keep  Mr.  Harper's  improvement  in  view,  as 
•we  will  give  full  particulars  for  making  the  P. 
K.  incubator  next  month,  with  improvements. 

And  we.  inavhere  take  advantage  of  illustra- 
iiiv_':i  punch  tor  marking  chicks,  the  design  be- 
In  •_•  •(  nt  !  y  Mr.  A.  !!.  Uins,  Toledo,  Ohio.  He 


6  inches  wide  and  six  and  a  half  or  seven  feet 
long,  and  four  boards  30  inches  long.  Allow  one 
foot  of  space  below  floor  of  lower  row  of  nests 
and  nail  on  first  board.  Place  board  for  second 
row  of  nests  proper  distance  above  lower  row. 
This  joins  first  side.  Make  the  other  side  to 
match  first.  Nail  on  end  boards.  Now  you  have 
an  upright  frame.  Mark  off  six  spaces  for  nests 
above  and  below.  Nail  inch  strips  across  from 
side  to  side.  Take  half  inch  boards  (boot  boxes 
will  answer.)  and  nail  lengthwise  up  and  down 
on  strips,  leaving  one  inch  space  in  centre  for 
boards  to  be  placed  through  to  form  partition 
lengthwise  of  frame.  Fasten  strips  one  inch  be- 
low boards  on  sides,  and  place  boards  in  loose  to 


PORTABLE  NEST  RACK,  BY  MRS.  B.  J.  ALLEN,  COL- 
UMBUS CITY,  IOWA. 

form  floor  for  nests.  Those  placed  loose  may  be 
easily  removed  to  renovate  nests.  Ends  of  rack 
to  be  boarded  up  solid  if  preferred.  To  cover 
top,  nail  strips  across  lengthwise,  and  cover 
across  with  barrel  staves,  planing  staves  in  cen- 
tre so  as  to  fit  closely.  This  makes  twenty-four 
nests,  more  or  less,  as  desired.  Can  be  made 
according  to  plan.  When  complete  may  be 
placed  where  you  wish  for  use,  in  the  centre  of 
building,  or  near  side.  Can  be  removed  from 
place  to  place,  as  desired.  The  bottom  of  nests 
not  being  fastened  can  be  thoroughly  renovated, 
and  structure  whitewashed  easily,  thus  securing 
clean  and  inviting  nests  when  supplied  with 
plenty  of  straw. 

The  following,  from  the  Farm  and  Garden  de- 
scribes a  tank  brooder  for  50  chicks.  Make  a 
frame,  one  yard  square  on  the  outside,  and  four 
inches  (or  more,  if  preferred)  deep  inside.  Then 
make  a  smaller  frame,  same  depth,  and  twenty- 
eight  inches  square,  and  put  the  small  frame  in 
the  larger  one.  Leave  the  bottom  of  the  small 
frame  open,  but  put  a  bottom  on  the  space  be- 
tween the  inner  and  larger  frames  so  as  to  hold 
sawdust,  which  should  be  packed  between  the 
two  frames.  Nail  inch  strips  on  the  bottom  of  the 
inner  frame,  by  having  one  on  each  end  and  on 
the  sides,  with  one  across  the  middle,  in  order  to 


PUNCH  FOR  MARKING  CHICKS. 

savs:— "The  neatest  method  of  marking  chicks  is 
to  punch  small  holes  in  the  webs  of  thefeet.Chicks 
do  not  have  as  many  webs  as  they  do  toes,  but 
four  webs  are  enough,  and  a  record  can  be  kept. 
It  does  not  hurt  the  fowls  or  chicks,  and  bleeds 
but  very  little.  If  the  hole  is  cut  out  clean  it 
-will  not  grow  up  again.  A  is  a  hollow  tube,  and 
B  is  a  smooth  brass  plate,  upon  which  the  web 
of  the  foot  is  placed."  Although  Mr.  Lang 
favors  us  with  the  above,  it  is  not  out  of  place  to 
:state  that  two  sizes  of  punches  (for  fowls  and 
chicks)  can  be  had  of  W.  H.  Wigmore,  107 
South  Eighth  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  at  25 
cents  each.  Thev  are,  however,  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  cut  here  shown,  but  equal  to  it 
for  efficiency. 
A  water  bucket  fountain  is  sent  us  by  Mr. 

John  E.  Hill.  Plain 
City,  Ohio,  who  de- 
scribes it  as  follows: 
"I  take  a  large  candy 
or  fine-cut  tobacco 
bucket,  and  cut  the 
sides  down  in  three 
places  to  the  first 
hoop, and  nail  a  strip 
across  the  lid  of  the 
bucket  to  prevent 
warping,  as  seen  in 
cut  below  S.  L  is 
"Water  bucket  drinking  the  lid  of  the  bucket 
fountain.  and  H  H   are  the 

holes  for  drinking  (two  on  one  side  and  one  on 
the  other).  MM  are  the  hoops.  No  dirt  can  get 
in  this  bucket,  and  they  can  be  bought  for  about 
ten  cents  each.  • 
Mrs.  B.  J.  Allen,  Columbus  City,  Iowa,  sends 
■a  design  of  a  portable  nest  rack.  To  make  this 
rack,  says  the  lady,  it  will  require  four  pieces  of 
2x4  inch  scantling,  four  feet  long,  four  boards, 


legs,  the  chicks  running  in  and  out  under  it.  If 
sawdust  is  not  convenient,  use  fine  clay,  chaff, 
dirt,  corn,  oats,  or  anything  handy.  On  the  bot- 
tom of  the  strips,  next  the  chicks,  draw  a  piece 
of  muslin  tightly,  and  tack  it  to  the  strips.  As 
the  strips  are  one  inch  thick,  there  will  be  a 
space  of  one  inch  between  the  bottom  of  the 
tank  and  the  heads  of  the  chicks,  hence  the  mus- 
lin will  not  only  assist  to  retain  the  heat  of  the 
tank,  but  will  prevent  the  chicks  from  getting 
their  heads  against  the  hot  tank.  Make  the  pegs 
or  legs  movable,  so  that  the  brooder  can  be  rais- 
ed up  as  the  chicks  grow.  Three  inches  from 
the  muslin  to  the  floor  is  about  right  for  young 
chicks  just  hatched.  As  the  floor  is  four  feet 
square,  it  allows  six  inches  of  floor  space  all 
around  the  outside  of  the  brooder.  Make  a  little 
wire  fence  around  this  floor,  and  do  not  let  the 
chicks  go  more  than  the  six  inches  distance  from 
the  brooder  until  they  are  ten  days  old,  when 
they  can  have  more  room,  as  they  will  then  be 
thoroughly  accustomed  to  the  brooder.  If  desir- 
ed, a  wire  screen  may  cover  the  whole,  to  protect 
against  rats  or  cats.  It  will  do  outside,  if  well 
covered  against  the  weather.  This  brooder  is 
rather  too  heavy  to  handle,  but  we  give  it  in 
order  to  convey  an  idea  of  something  better,  as 
we  generally  suppose  our  readers  will  always 
aim  to  improve  on  suggestions  given. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  incubator,  improved 
with  all  the  parts,  (inside  and  outside)  illustra- 
ted. Look  out  for  it.  It  will  be  as  simple  as 
A.  B.  C.  Also  another  brooder,  which  will  be  a 


good  one. 


Mr.  Todd  Objects. 


hold  the  weight  of  the  tank  when  filled  with 
water.  Have  a  galvanized  tank  made,  about 
twenty-six  inches  square  and  four  inches  deep, 
to  fit  inside  the  inner  frame,  with  handles  {A  A) 
on  each  side  of  the  tank,  on  to)),  and  a  tube  (C) 
for  filling  the  tank  with  water.  The  tank,  there- 
fore, has  nothing  under  it  but  a  strip  (one  inch 
wide  and  one  inch  thick )  around  its  edge  and  one 
across  its  middle,  and  it  consequently  sends  heat 
down  on  the  chicks,  as  well  as  warming  the  floor, 
which  should  be.  of  boards,  four  feet  square.  Of 
course,  the  sawdust  must  be  covered  with  thin 
boards  to  prevent  spilling.  The  brooder  has  a 
top,  fastened  on  like  the  top  of  a  trunk.  It,  too, 
is  packed  with  sawdust,  and  has  a  handle  (£>)  so 
as  to  be  lifted  open,  the  hinges  being  at  H  B.  To 
use  the  brooder,  raise  tlie  top,  take  out  the  tank, 
fill  tank  with  water,  and  set  it  on  the  stove  till  it 
begins  to  boil,  then  put  it  in  position,  and  shut 
down  the  top.  It  will  hold  the  heat  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  hours,  according  to  the  weather.  This 
brooder  has  no  corners  in  which  the  chicks  can 
crowd.  If  they  are  too  warm  they  can  get  under 
the  sawdust  portion,  or  come  outside.  No  mat- 
ter how  hot  the  brooder  is  made  there  is  an  inter- 
mediate space  under  the  sawdust,  (between  the 
outer  and  inner  frames),  hence  it  is  warmest  at 
the  centre.  If  preferred,  a  spigot  may  be  at- 
tached to  the  tank,  or  the  top  may  be  perma- 
nently shut,  and  the  frame  so  constructed  that 
the  tank  can  be  drawn  out  from  the  front.  Strips 
of  cloth  are  packed  around  the  edge  of  the  under 
part  of  the  brooder,  which  stands  on  four  pegs  or 


Mr.  W.  H.  Todd,  Vermillion,  Ohio,  who  is  an 
old  veteran,  and  well  known,  does  not  agree 
with  us  regarding  the  black  spots  on  the  bills  of 
ducks,  and  says: 

"You  may  be  aware  I  am  one  of  the  oldest  and 
have  been  one  of  the  most  extensive  breeders 
and  showmen  of  water  fowls'in  America.  Have 
not  the  time  or  disposition  to  controvert,  but  what 
you  lately  said  about  tiie  black  spots  on  the  bills 
ofPekin  and  Aylesbury  ducks  was  to  me  per- 
fectly misleading  and  absurd.  If  commencing 
to  lay.  or  laying,  caused  them,  why  is  it  that 
drakes  sometimes  have  them?  Why  is  it  that 
young  ducks  have  them  five  or  six  mouths  before 
laying?  Then,  again,  the  spots  bother  more  in 
some  stock,  or  strains,  than  in  others.  I  think, 
and  know  by  selection,  that  the}  can  be  bred 
almost  entirely  out.  I  never  had  any  trouble  to 
find  birds  plenty  without  them,  fit  to  show,  or 
for  exhibition  purposes.  This  being  the  case, 
why  not  draw  the  line  and  exclude  those  with 
faulty  beaks,  and  in  the  fancier's  eye  this  is  a 
fault.  It  is  not  natural?  Its  cause  is  mechanical. 
The  cause  is  a  bruise  on  stone  or  some  other 
hard  substance  in  the  water.  The  discoloration 
is  caused  by  a  deposit  of  blood  on  the  bone  sim- 
ilar to  blood  in  a  blood-blister— it  settles  there. 
The  reason  drakes  seldom  have  the  spots  is  the 
outside  covering  of  the  beak  (the  skin)  is  thicker 
and  less  liable  to  be  bruised.  There  is  now  and 
then  a  female  whose  epidermis  or  bill  coating  is 
so  thick  and  similar  to  a  drakes  that  she  never 
gets  the  bruises  or  black  spots.  Well,  if  those  be 
selected,  (in  time)  we  get  a  breed  or  race  of 
females  that  have  this  skin  thicker,  and  hence 
we  seldom  see  black  spots  on  them.  Of  course 
the  bird  might  be  -cut'  on  condition  enough  to 
throw  it  behind  one  without  the  spots,  but,  if  it 
is  disqualified,  it  is  at  once  thrown  out,  and  that 
saves  further  work  'scoring'  it.  Like  many 
other  points  about  a  fancy,  pure-bred  bird,  this 
one  of  black  spots  or  not  on  the  beak  belongs  to 
the  'fancy'.  These  spots  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  practical  side  of  the  matter,  no  more  than 
red  on  ear  lobes  of  a  Leghorn.  It  seems  to  me 
the  'practical'  and  -fancy'  in  these  things  should 
not  be  confused." 

With  all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Todd's  long  expe- 
rience he  has  partially  admitted  that  the  black 
spots  appear  on  the  bills  of  ducks,  and  accounts 
for  its  absence  on  drakes  by  their  having  a 
thicker  bill.  But  we  can  assure  him  that  if  he 
|  will  take  the  average  duck  he  will  notice  that 
when  she  begins  to  lay  the  upper  beak  becomes 
dark  or  black  at  the  point,  though  as  "careful 
selection"  has  been  made  for  years  to  avoid  this 
there  may  be  exceptions.  We  take  his  opposite 
view,  that  the  reason  drakes  sometimes  have 
them,  and  also  young  ducks,  is  from  the 
bruises  he  mentions.  No  doubt  a  thick  bill  may 
have  something  todowith  it.  but  ourclaini  is  not 
so  absurd  as  Mr.  T.  supposes. 

  —9  

As  for  every  other  disease,  there  are  numer- 
ous dead-shot  remedies  for  cholera.  A  precau- 
tionary measure  is  to  keep  the  coop  clean,  and 
to  occasionally  give  the  following  in  the  food: 
Charcoal,  half  a  pound. well  pulverized :  sulphur, 
two  ounces;  black  pepper,  four  ounces.  Mix 
well  and  put  a  good  sprinkling  of  it  in  a  wet 
meal  feed.  Do  not  make  it  too  black  with  the 
coal,  for  the  hen  is  not  entirely  free  from  sus- 
picion. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out;  though  we  regret  lack  of  room  does  not 
permit  us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very 
interesting.  They  show  what  an  army  of 
friends  we  have.  Every  one  contains  name  and 
address.  Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the 
Poultry  Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every 
one  should  be  read: 

A  Little  Girl's  Peafowls.— Miss  Lucie  Hall, 
Niantic,  111.— "I  am  a  little  girl  10  years  old.  My 
mamma  has  taken  the  Poultry  Keeper  three 
years,  and  likes  it  very  much.  Mamma  gave  me 
three  peafowls,  (two  cocks  and  one  hen)  and 
the  hen  laid  two  eggs  and  hatched  them.  A 
mink  caught  one,  but  we  raised  the  other." 

What  45  P.  Rocks  Dm— Mr.  W.  H.  Gage, 
Barr  Centre,  N.  Y.,  writes :— "I  wish  to  tell  you 
what  45  P.  Rock  hens  did  from  Dec.  1st  to  Nov. 
13th.  They  laid  6387  eggs,  and  35  of  them  raised 
275  chicks.  I  sold  the  fowls  at  50  cents  each, 
which,  with  the  chicks  and  eggs,  netted  me 
$158.38,  saying  nothing  about  poultry  and  eggs 
used.  I  now  have  80  P.  R.  pullets  and  23  cocker- 
els left.  It  is  nearly  $3  per  hen." 

Laying  in  Texas— Mr.  G.  M.  Crow,  Hollis, 
Texas:  "Nothing  but  facts  wanted.  As  to  hens 
laying  in  Texas  in  mid-winter  is  just  as  much 
impossible  as  elsewhere.  I  only  expect  eggs  in 
their  season,  which  in  my  opinion  is  intended  by 
Nature.  According  to  statements  the  Plymouth 
Rocks  lay  in  winter  here.  No ;  mine  don't,  nor 
does  any  other  breed.  My  range  is  unlimited — 
pea  fields,  oat  stacks,  rye  patches,  and  every- 
thing to  make  them  lay.  I  wish  to  hear  from 
others  in  Texas." 

How  to  Force  a  Hen  to  Sit— Mr.  Thos.  H. 
Bentley,  box  301,  Andover,  Mass.— "I  will  give 
you  my  plan  of  forcing  a  hen  to  sit.  Last  spring 
I  had  two  hens  that  wanted  to  sit,  and  I 
got  two  nests  made,  with  12  eggs  each.  One  hen 
went  on  all  right,  but  the  other  would  only 
stand  on  the  eggs,  which  were  in  barrels,  turned 
on  the  sides.  I  took  the  hay  that  formed 
the  nest  out  of  the  barrel,  eggs  and  all,  and  put 
them  in  a  large  butter  firkin  (right  side  up),  put 
the  hen  on,  and  made  her  stay  there  two  days. 
I  then  took  her  off  to  feed  and  drink.  After  that 
I  put  the  nest  back  into  the  barrel,  and  had  no 
further  trouble." 

Feeding.— Mr.  H.  Haine,  Ferrysburg,  Mich. 
"In  looking  over  your  November  number  I  see 
several  questions  asked.  I  would  say  to  C.  C. 
Fenwick  that  perhaps  she  feeds  too  much  meat 
and  eggs.  If  chicks  can  have  a  grass  run  they 
do  not  need  either  during  warm  weather.  Hard 
boiled  eggs,  chopped  fine  may  be  fed  the  first 
three  or  four  days  only.  I  have  had  the  best 
success,  after  that  time,  feeding  cracked  wheat, 
or  whole  wheat,  three  times  a  day,  with  coarse 
ground  corn  and  oats  and  bran  kept  before  them 
dry.  I  do  not  believe  in  crossing  P.  Rocks  and 
Cochins.  I  like  the  White  Cochins  pure.  A 
good  cross  is  Brown  Leghorn  and  Partridge 
Cochins." 

The  Langshans  — Mr. Isaac  Clark,  Portland, 
Me.: -"I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  favor  of  the 
Langshans.  I  have  tried  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Brown  Leghorns.Light  Brahmas  and  Langshans. 
I  think  the  Langshans  far  ahead  of  the  others, 
being  hardy  and  the  best  of  winter  layers.  I 
never  had  a  sick  one.  The  only  objection  to 
them  is  the  dark  shanks,  but  that  is  only  a  fool- 
ish prejudice,  as  they  are  fine  table 
fowls.  I  prefer  them  for  the  table  to 
any  yellow-legged  variety.  My  pullets  hatched 
in  April,  began  to  lay  the  last  of  October,  which 
speaks  well,  considering  they  are  confined  ^11 
the  time.  They  seldom  miss  a  day.  Let  me 
here  say  that  a  free  use  of  kerosene  oil  aud 
powdered  sulphur  is  a  sure  preventive  of  lice." 

Not  Satisfactory.— Mr.  J.  C.  Good,  Basil, 
Ohio— "I  made  a  profit  last  year  of  only  $10.62. 
Stock  valued  at  $25.25;  loss  was  $18.49;  feed  $17.- 
60.  Receipts  were  stock  $24 ;  eggs  and  chickens 
$47.96.  Total  Expenses  $61.24:  total  receipts  $71.- 
96 ;  profit  $10.62,  which  does  not  pay  for  labor. 
We  cannot  get  prices  here  in  Central  Ohio.  Eggs 
average  10  cents  per  dozen,  grown  chicks  20  cents 
each,  turkeys  6  cents jper  pound,  chicks  five  cents 

Eer  pound.  If  you  invest  in  pure  bred  poultry 
ere,  as  I  have  done,  and  want  to  sell  eggs,  at  a 
small  advance,  the  people  here  will  not  pay  it. 
But  I  would  not  do  without  the  P.  K..  even  if  I 
quit  the  business.  You  may  publish  this,  as  some 
like  to  see  the  dark  side  as  well  as  the  bright."— 
TDark  sides  always  welcome.— Ed.] 

Experience  With  Roup— Mr. F.  G.  Dittman, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio ;— "After  the  wet  weather  in 
November  one  of  my  pullets  had  roup.  I  treat- 
ed her  with  lard,  stiffened  with  red  pepper,  but 
she  got  worse.  Then  another  became  sick.  I 
gave  a  dose  of  castor  oil  to  each.  No.  1  died 
next  day  of  suffocation,  with  No.  2  getting 
worse.  Not  having  the  ingredients  of 
Wheeler's  cure  I  tried  the  remedy  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  F.  G.  Lee,  in  August  Poul- 
try Keeper,  which  is  to  work  red  pepper 
thickly  in  common  soap,  made  into  pills  the  size 


of  a  hazelnut.  Gave  her  two,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing she  stepped  out  lively,  and  has  recovered.  I 
must  thank  Mr.  Lee  for  the  remedy  and  also  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  publishing  it." 

Egg  Eating  Easily  Prevented— Mr.  E.  H. 
Schaeffle,  Murphy's,  Cal.— "Say  to  the  readers  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper  who  are  troubled  with 
egg  eating  hens  that  the  habit  is  easily  broken 
up.  Hens  confined  in  close  quarters  get  to 
scratching  in  the  nests,  the  eggs  thrown  against 
the  sides  of  the  boxes  and  broken,  and  the  hens 
learn  to  eat  them.  To  stop  this  use  porcelain 
nest  eggs.line  the  sides  ana  bottoms  of  the  boxes 
with  burlap,  have  nests  12  inches  square  and  18 
inches  deep,  and  the  hen  must  then  "go  it 
blind,"  as  her  toes  catch  in  the  burlap  on  the 
bottom  and  check  the  force  of  the  blow.  Eggs 
should  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the 
nest.  A  hen  seldom  breaks  an  egg  with  her  bill, 
unless  the  egg  is  on  the  floor,  but  if  she  does  then 
cut  the  tip  bill  square  off.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  is  in  every  poultryman's  hands  in  this 
section.  We  know  a  good  thing  when  we  see 
it." 

Another  Texas  Fact.— Mr.  Richard  R.  Edg- 
come,  Sequin,  Texas:  "Texas  is  a  fine  State,  for 
poultry,  if  attended  to,  but  people  are  too  accus- 
tomed here  to  raising  what  raises  itself.  Will 
some  kind  reader  state  how  to  raise  peafowls, 
when  they  lay,  how  many  eggs,  etc." 

How  to  Preserve  Eggs.— Mi  s.  Nellie  Moore, 
La  Bette  City,  Kan.— "1  will  tell  you  how  I  pre- 
served eggs  in  the  warm  season.  Last  April, 
(1886)  I  put  up  18  dozens  Plymouth  Rock  eggs. 
In  August  I  opened  the  box  and  broke  four  eggs 
in  one  bowl,  and  four  in  another  of  fresh  eggs 
from  the  nests,  and  no  one  could  tell  the  differ- 
ence. At  some  time  I  will  give  the  receipt.  Am 
afraid  of  the  waste  basket  now."  [Do  not  slight 
us— please  send  method— Ed.] 

.Tust  the  Thing.— Mr.  F.  K.  Crowe,  River- 
side, 111.— "Your  paper  is  just  the  thing  for  poul- 
try raisers.  I  am  only  beginning.  I  kept  thirteen 
Plymouth  Rock  hens  this  winter.  They  have 
layed  all  winter.  In  January  I  got  164  eggs.  I 
will  keep  fifty  more  next  winter." 

One  Year's  Work.— Mr.  J.  C.  Brooks, 
Chippewa,  Mich: — "Being  a  constant  reader  I 
will  give  my  year's  experience.  I  had  thirteen 
pullets  and  one  cock,  and  the  pullets  commenced 
laying  when  six  months  old.  From  last  Decem- 
ber to  April  1st.,  my  thirteen  pullets  have  layed 
SS7  eggs,  and  no  sickness  among  them,  (thanks 
to  good  teachings  of  the  Poultry  Keeper.) 
Have  just  tried  some  crosses  for  next  year." 

Capt.  Johnson's  Experience— Capt.  J.  H. 
Johnson,  Ohioville,  Pa. — "I  thought  that  as  so 
many  were  giving  their  experience,  I  would 
add  mine,  but  I  must  give  the  Poultry 
Keeper  due  credit,  as  without  it  I  would 
made  a  failure.  Here  is  for  the  worst 
three  winter  months.  January  I  sold  and  set  44 
dozens  eggs,  February  63  dozens,  March  101  doz- 
ens, a  total  of  208  dozens.  Hens  began  sitting 
Jan.  24th  and  by  March  31st,  24  of  the  65  were 
sitting.  We  also  used  several  dozens  in  the 
family.  Our  first  chicks,  hatched  Feb.  14th  are 
now  (April  5th)  weaned,  and  the  hens  are  laying 
again,  we  have  now  75  little  ones  and  more 
due.  We  attend  to  them  regularly  every  morn- 
ing before  breakfast,  giving  them  corn  and  oats 
ground  and  mixed  witli  boiling  milk,  seasoned 
with  salt,  and  occasionally  pepper.  Also  bone 
meal  at  night.  I  feed  corn,  oats,  wheat,  and 
buckwheat,  with  shells,  hammered  bone,  and 
broken  earthenware.  I  also  feed  an  egg  food  of 
my  own  twice  a  week,  which  I  will  send  the 
P.  K.  [Do  not  fail  to  send  it— Ed.] 

Mating  to  Produce  Pullets— Mr.  A.  L. 
Phillips,  Winchendon,  Mass.— "I  wish  to  know 
if  there  is  a  way  to  get  more  pullets  than  roost- 
ers. I  saw  that  if  two-year-old  hens  are  mated 
with  a  cockerel  the  result  would  be  pullets.  I 
tried  it  and  got  three  roosters  to  one  pullet.  My 
last  brood  had  eight  roosters  and  two  pullets. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  others  who  have  tried 
the  method." 

The  Games  are  the  Best.— Mr.  Charles  Simp- 
son, Blue  Ball,  O— "Your  plan  of  devoting  your 
columns  exclusively  to  poultry  will  give  you  a 
prosperous  future.  I  have  bred  Games  and 
other  fowls  for  12  years,  and  put  them  at  the  top. 
Breeders  are  making  them  too  stylish.  There  is 
a  peculiar  hardness  of  plumage,  with  solidity  and 
compactness  of  body.  In  the  show  room  the  soft 
mongrels  are  used,  as  they  compete  mostly  for 
color.  The  true  game  (pit  games)  are  valuable 
on  the  farm,  being  hardy,  and  for  table  use  are 
unsurpassed.  I  admire  the  Brahmas  next,  then 
P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes." 

The  Hawks  Get  the  Profit— Mr.  E.  M. 
Atkinson,  Chester  C.  H.,  S.  C— "Last  year  I 
started  with  15  common  hens.  After  paying  for 
their  feed  I  came  out  $13  clear  profit,  although 
they  had  no  attention,  except  a  little  feed,  and 
roosting  in  cedar  trees.  I  am  going  to  do  better 
this  year,  and  give  them  houses.  I  have  24  com- 
mon hens  this  year  with  a  Wyandotte  cock  and 
a  Plymouth  Rock,  so  as  to  have  two  flocks.  Will 
then  let  you  know  how  I  come  out  next  fall.  I 
want  to  know  how  your  subscribers  keep  the 
hawks  away  from  the  chickens.  The  hawks  get 
the  most  of  my  profit.  They  got  28  out  of  37 
chicks.  I  used  the  shot  gun  some,  but  it  did  no 
good.  The  best  way  I  know  to  destroy  them  is 
to  set  a  steel  trap  in  their  nests.  If  you  do  not 
then  let  the  first  one  hang  too  long  you  can  catch 


both.  Tie  the  trap  to  a  limb,  of  course.  My 
remedy  for  roup  is  to  put  enough  tincture  of 
iron  in  their  drinking  water  to  slightly  color  it- 
South  Carolina  would  be  a  good  State  for  poultry 
but  for  hawks." 

Breed  from  Healthy  Birds.— Mr.  Matt. 
Jewett,  Hancock,  Mich. :— "I  give  soft  feed  twice 
a  day,  of  bran  and  cornmeal,  with  chopped 
onions,  grain  at  night,  meat  or  ground  bone 
twice  a  week,  and  keep  no  more  than  can  be  at- 
tended to.  But  it  is  not  all  plain  sailing.  Breed- 
ing from  healthy  birds  is  a  sure  way  of  having 
healthy  fowls.  To  show  the  opposite  I  bought 
three  birds  of  a  fancy  breed.  They  seemed  all 
right,  but  on  the  journey  the  male  made  a  croak- 
ing noise.  The  seller  said  "give  him  10  drops; 
carbolic  acid  in  a  teaspoonful  of  water.  [Too- 
strong — poisonous. — Ed.]  He  laid  jerking  on  the 
floor  after  taking  it,  but  recovered.  The  next 
morning  we  only  save  him  5  drops,  and  he  died 
on  the  spot.  Chicks  from  the  hens  had  the  same 
trouble,  and  we  lost  many,  till  my  wile  found  a 
cure,  which  I  will  send  you."  [Please  send  it— 
your  birds  had  roup.— Ed.] 

A  Mammoth  Egg.— Mr.  E.  E.  Satterwhite. 
Bryan's  Mill,  Texas:— "I  own  a  pullet,  part  Light 
Brahma  that  layed  an  egg  3  inches  long.  2  inches- 
wide,  8%  inches  circumference,  and  6%  inches 
round.  I  did  not  weigh  it."  [These  large  eggs 
are  due  to  hens  being  very  fat.— Ed.] 

Feeding  a  Variety.— Mr.  G.  F.  Fisher,  Mid- 
dletown.  (no  State),  writes:— "I  have  a  lot  of 
fowls— Plymouth  Rocks,  Leghorns,  and  mixed — 
12  hens  and  cock  in  one  pen,  7  hens  and  one- 
cock  in  another,  with  other  divisions.  I  give- 
them  ground  shells,  and  provide  road  dirt  and 
ashes  to  dust  in,  fresh  water  daily,  and  drop- 
pings removed  every  morning.  I  feed  grain 
once  a  day,  and  soft  food  once  a  day.  I  change- 
the  grain,  sometimes  giving  oats  in  the  morning 
and  rye  at  night,  then  rye  in  the  morning  and. 
buckwheat  at  night,  and  sometimes  corn  and 
sunflower  seeds.  I  keep  giving  them  a  variety 
all  the  time.  For  dinner  chopped  carrots,  tur- 
nips, or  cabbage.  I  kerosene  the  roosts  week- 

A  Cheap  Water  Fountain.— Mr.  A.  W_ 
Barber,  N.  Providence,  R.  I—  "Procure  a  new 
five  gallon  keg.  Into  one  end  insert  a  %  inch 
iron  pipe  12  inches  long,  driven  in  air-tignt  (in 
one  side  of  the  head).  Bore  a  small  hole  in  same 
end  to  serve  as  a  vent  while  filling  through  the 
pipe.  Next,  fasten  a  shelf  to  the  wall  20  inches 
from  the  ground  large  enough  to  set  the  keg  on.. 
Saw  out  a  hole  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter 
in  the  shelf,  nearest  the  partition.  This  hole  is 
to  be  directly  over  one  end  of  water  vessel.. 
Now.  if  you  have  a  partition  with  fowls  on  each 
side  one  fountain  will  water  two  flocks  by  put- 
ting a  long  shallow  dish  through  the- 
partition.  The  water  vessel  should  be 
raised  up  so  as  to  prevent  the  fowls  from  scratch- 
ing dirt  and  filth  into  it,  and  must  be  placed  so- 
the  top  will  be  about  half  an  inch  higher  than 
the  bottom  of  the  pipe  when  the  keg  is  filled 
and  placed  on  the  shelf,  with  the  pipe  down 
through  the  hole  and  in  the  dish.  The  water 
will  bubble  down  until  it  covers  the  end  of  the 
pipe  and  then  stop.  By  this  plan  the  water  will 
be  always  clean,  the  dish  always  full,  two  flocks 
can  use  it,  while  the  keg  holds  enough  for  200' 
birds  a  day.  To  fill  take  off  keg,  empty  water, 
and  replace.  My  vessel  is  8x4  inches  and  8  inches- 
deep.  No  patent.  Free  to  all." 

Why  the  Minorcas  —  L.  W.  Eighty,  Mul- 
berry, Pa.— "Why  Minorcas?  What  are  their 
advantages  ?  They  are  good  layers.  So  are  the- 
Leghorns.  Why  call  them  English  Minorcas 
when  they  are  Italian  ?  Why  "boom"  them  as 
new  when  they  are  but  Leghorns  under  another 
name,  as  they  have  all  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  Leghorns.  I  like  to  call  things 
by  their  right  names." 

Lice  and  Chickens  Bred  Together— Mrs. 
C.  W.  Wey— "I  once  had  bright  hopes.  My  first, 
trouble  I  thought  was  cholera,  Only  one  bird 
had  it.Jand  a  dose  of  salts  brought  it  out  all 
right.  I  then  bought  some  fancy  fowls,, 
and  paid  a  good  price,  with  lice  thrown 
in  free.  I  did  the  best  I  could,  but  so- 
far  the  chickens,  and  not  the  lice,  have 
given  in— either  to  my  efforts  or  the  lice.  But  I 
have  learned  something.  First,  that  lice  and 
chickens  can't  be  bred  together  with  profit, 
unless  the  lice  are  made  a  specialty  as  a  fertil- 
izer. Second,  that  poultry  must  have  carer 
plenty  of  green  food,  warm  quarters,  light,  air, 
and  dirt  to  roll  in.  Mow,  my  hens  have  all  this 
but  they  do  not  lay  save  one  faithful,  old,  brown 
hen.  Last  winter  (without  lice)  she  layed  five- 
eggs  a  week,  but  two  or  three  eggs  from  thirty 
hens  is  discouraging."— [See  if  the  large  lice  are- 
on  heads  and  necks.— Ed.] 

A  Lady's  Method— Mrs.W.E.  Curtiss,  Lans- 
dale.  Pa— "I feed  meal,  oats,  wheat,  screenings,, 
johnny  cake,  boiled  potatoes,  sour  milk,  bone 
meal,  shells,  with  dirt  and  ashes  to  wallow  in. 
Once  a  week  I  get  liver,  or  other  meat,  cook  it, 
chop  fine,  with  raw  apples,  cabbage,  onions, 
beats,  and  turnips.  For  the  old  fowls  I  procure 
raw  meat  once  a  week.  I  give  the  grain  m  chaff, 
on  the  barn  floor.  Also  hay  sweepings,  which 
contain  seeds.  Every  week  I  give  sulphur,  pep- 
per, and  fenugreek,  mixed  in  their  food.  They 
are  kept  clean,  and  have  fresh  water  daily.  I 
have  30  laying  hens,  and  get  from  9  to  15  eggs 
daily.  Is  this  variety  enough."  [Yes;  but  do 
not  get  them  too  fat.— Ed.] 
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The  Plymouth  Rocks  for  Market.— Mr. 
George  M.  Bishop.  Indianapolis,  Indiana. — "I 
bought  a  pen  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  have  fal- 
len into  line  with  them.  They  sell  for  more  In 
this  market  than  any  others.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  is  a  gem.'" 

Brahmas  that  Lay.— Master  Harlan  Shreves, 
Tipton,  Iowa.— "I  am  interested  In  poultry, 
though  only  13  years  old.  In  1885  my  father 
bought  me  some  Light  Brahmas.  I  had  13,  and 
I  never  saw  such  layers.  I  got  from  10  to  13  eggs 
.a  day  for  six  weeks?' 

Good  Laying  from  Ducks.— T.  B.  M.,  Forks, 
Pa.— "The  Poultry  Keeper  Is  splendid.  My 
■flock  is  half  Brahmas,  and  lay  well.  Twelve  eggs 
weighed  1%  pounds.  Thave  two  ducks  that  have 
layed  101  eggs  this  year  to  date  (April  16th).  Put 
this  in  the  waste  basket."— [We  see  no  reason 
for  so  doing— Ed.] 

Beats  the  Whole  Lot— Mr.  H.  White,  Port 
Arthur,  Can.— 'T  made  an  incubator  according 
to  Poultry  Keeper  plans  last  year.  Will  give 
you  experience  soon.  We  would  stop  hatching 
chickens  if  we  could  not  get  your  paper.  Have 
taken  others,  and  also  books,  but  the  Poultry 
Keeper  beats  the  whole  lot." 

Venitian  Red  for  Cholera.— Mr.  Daniel 
Frane,  Rockford,  111.— "As  others  are  sending 
cures  for  diseases  I  will  send  mine  if  you  think 
it  worth  a  place.  I  use  venitian  red  with  soft 
food  for  cholera.  Mix  in  enough  to  make  it  red. 
Feed  all  they  will  eat,  as  it  will  not  harm  them. 
Fed  once  a  week  it  is  a  good  preventive." 

Believes  in  the  Minorcas.— Mr.  John  A. 
Noble,  Norval.  P.  Q.,  Can— "I  find  the  Minorcas 
the  best  fowls  I  ever  kept.  I  got  14  eggs  from 
England  five  years  ago,  put  them  under  two 
hens,  and  12  eggs  hatched,  They  are  splendid 
layers.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper,  as  I  would  not  do  without  it  for 
five  times  its  price." 

The  Dorkings  Beat  Them  All-.— E.  Davis, 
{no  postoffice),— "The  Dorkings  are  the  most 
compact,  the  heaviest  for  their  size,  the  most 
active,  and  possess  more  breast  meat  than  any 
other  breed.  As  market  chicks  they  are  superb. 
Crossed  with  Brahmas  they  make  the  largest 
and  plumpest  capons.  In  England  no  other 
breed  compares  with  them." 

A  Method  of  Feeding— From  the  Lone 
Tree  Poultry  Yards  (W.  J.  Peoples)  Greelev, 
Col.,  we  have:  "I  send  my  method  of  feeding. 
In  the  morning  give  mashed  potatoes  and  tur- 
nips, boiled  in  milk,  thickened  with  bran,  corn- 
Tneal  and  ground  wheat  and  oats.  In  the  even- 
ing I  give  whole  wheat  and  oats.  About  twice 
a  week  I  butcher  a  sheep,  and  run  bones  and  all 
through  one  of  Frank  Wilson's  bone  mills, 
which  is  fed  to  the  fowls." 

Favors  the  Black  Spanish— Rev.  Geo.  W. 
Ferris,  Bloomville,  N.  Y. — "I  have  a  beautiful 
flock  of  Black  Spanish,  and  probably  during  the 
year  I  may  send  you  something  more  about  them. 
I  am  in  doubt  about  their  having  to  take  a  back 
roost  because  some  new  breeds  have  been  in- 
troduced. In  1884  I  had  8  Black  Spanish  pullets 
and  during  May  they  laid  189  eggs,  making  23% 
eggs  per  pullet,  and  with  good  range  would 
probably  do  better.  I  need  not  tell  you  that 
they  lay  large,  white  eggs." 

For  the  Rose  combs.— Mrs.  Emma  Crosby. 
Aurora,  Nebraska— "As  many  have  written 
glowingaccounts,  I  will  give  the  egg  record  of 
twelve  Rose-comb  Brown  Leghorn  hens.  On  the 
7th  of  February  of  last  year  I  put  one  cock  and 
twelve  hens  in  an  enclosure  16x30.  They  were 
kept  separate  from  my  other  hens  until  Sept, 
18th.  From  February  7th  to  September  18th,  the 
twelve  hens  layed  1175  eggs,  and  have  laved 
more  or  less  since.  It  is  nearly  100  eggs  per  hen 
in  less  than  seven  months.  My  hens  were  fed  on 
oats,  barley  and  corn,  with  ground  bone  once  a 
week.  They  got  fresh  water  twice  a  day,  with 
milk  once  a  day,  as  well  as  clover  or  grass." 

To  Cure  Egg-Eating — Mr.  W.  E.  Pease, 
Chrystal  Lake,  111.— "I  believe  the  owners  are  to 
blame  for  hens  eating  their  eggs.  I  think  it  is 
because  they  need  material  for  shells.  Some 
may  ask  why  the  hens  pick  at  the  meat  that  pro- 
jects through  the  shell  of  a  frozen  egg,  but  others 
will  say  "habit."  In  the  first  place  one  should 
bave  a"  house  in  which  the  eggs  do  not  freeze,  as 
artificial  heat  is  not  costly.  If  meat  is  fed  them 
they  will  probably  stop  it.  If  a  habit  the  hen  is 
not  at  fault.  Throwing  egg  shells  to  them :  that 
is  vjhole,ov  in  which  the  shells  retain  their  orig- 
inal shape,  will  induce  the  habit.  I  feed  shells, 
crushed  fine,  in  their  soft  food.  If  they  eat  eggs 
I  give  them  a  pan  full  of  finely  broken  shells, 
more  than  they  can  eat,  and  it  cures  them." 

A  Cure  for  Cholera.— Mr.  Levi  Rodgers, 
London,  Pa.:  "Have  been  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness ten  years,  but  there  is  nothing  like  the 
Keeper.  I  have  had  a  slight  touch  of  the 
cholera  in  my  flocks  several  times,  and  so  have 
my  neighbors.  If  not  past  drinking  I  find  this 
has  cured  them.  It  is  8  ounces  sulphate  of  iron 
(copperas),  one  ounce  sulphuric  acid,  and  two 
gallons  of  water,  placed  where  they  can  get  it  to 
drink.  [Douglass  mixture. — Ed.]  It  will  only 
cost  15  cents.  For  roup  I  put  kerosene  on  their 
beads,  and  a  little  down  their  throats.    My  Buff 


Cochins  have  spells  something  like  lame  back.  I 
put  turpentine  on  their  backs  once  a  day,  and 
they  recover  in  three  or  four  days."  [Due  to 
rooster  being  too  heavy.  Remove  him,— Ed.] 

Hatching  With  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incu- 
bator—Mr.  J.  A.  Johnson,  Guerneville,  Cal  — 
"My  experience  with  a  "Poultry  Keeper  Incuba- 
tor" Is  as  follows :  First  trial  put  In  125  eggs,  test- 
ed out  fifty,  leaving  seventy-five,  but  got  only 
twenty-three  chicks.  I  had  sprinkled  the  eggs 
every  day.  Second  trial  I  did  not  sprinkle.  Put 
In  104  eggs,  tested  out  forty-seven,  leaving  fifty- 
seven,  hatched  fifty-six.  The  other  egg  hatch- 
ed but  chick  died.'"'— [That  is  one  hundred  per 
cent— Ed.] 

A  Stove  in  the  Hen  House.— Mr.  W.  W. 
Sweeney,  Chardon,  Ohio.— "I  have  for  several 
years  used  a  hard  coal  stove  in  my  poultry  house 
in  winter,  and  I  have  failed  to  notice  any  injur- 
ious effect,  but  on  the  contrary  never  lost  a  fowl 
from  disease  and  had  "stacks  of  eggs."  The  in- 
crease of  eggs  will  pay  for  the  coal  used.  The 
heat  should  be  even — not  too  high — about  40  or 
50  degrees  above  zero.  When  the  fire  is  burning 
the  stove  ventilates  the  house.  When  not  burn- 
ing I  ventilate  with  ventilators  at  the  ends  of 
the  building  provided  with  doors.  The  record 
of  Mr.  J.  N.  Johnson  I  consider  good,  but  I  think 
mine  is  better.— Twenty  of  my  Leghorn  hens- 
White  and  Brown,  ten  of  each— layed  2885  eggs 
in  seven  months.  For  "solid  information"  noth- 
ing can  "get  there"  with  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

Wanted.— Mr.  G.  W.  Tindall,  Upper  Alton, 
111.— "A  few  active,  intelligent,  honest-thinking 
fanciers  and  breeders  who  will  organize  and 
assist  in  preparing  an  illustrated  key  to  the 
book  called  the  Standard  of  Excellence.  Said 
key  to  unlock  and  unravel  all  the  knotty  ques- 
tions, and  define  and  explain  all  technicalities, 
so  that  the  amateur,  though  a  fool,  cannot  mis- 
construe the  meaning  thereof,  (as  some  judges 
have  done  in  scoring  and  awarding,  and  who 
will  give  premiums  to  exhibitors  instead  of  to 
the  birds).  Such  a  book  would  be  approved  and 
sought  for  by  all  true  fanciers  outside  of  the 
ring  of  the  sleepy  A.  P.  A.  And  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  not  sell  for  $1.00  as  well  as  the 
present  "Standard  of  Foolishness."  Will  Bro. 
Jacobs  stay  with  us  in  this?"  [Every  time.— Ed.] 

About  Thermometers.— Mr.  Thos.  C.  Gooch, 
Jr..  1033  Fourth  avenue,  Louisville,  Ky.— "The 
kind  of  thermometers  used  with  the  ball  bulb  I 
object  to,  because  theyare  not  sensitive  enough. 
Select  those  with  a  long  mercurial  bulb,  similar 
to  the  clinical  thermometers  used  by  doctors,  as 
they  are  sensitive,  and  allow  on  an 
eighth  of  an  inch  mark  to  one  per  cent,  of 
change,  for  the  longer  the  mercury  the  longer 
the  degree  space.  Don't  place  bulb  on  eggs,  but 
tack  thermometer  to  top  of  egg  chamber,  half 
inch  above  the  eggs.  If  the  thermometer  changes 
only  1%  per  cent,  it  will  be  correct.  The  yolk 
absorbs  just  before  hatching,  and  heals  well,  if 
temperature  is  kept  properly,  and  is  the  same  at 
the  last  as  at  the  first."  [Sorry  we  had  to  shorten 
Mr.  G.'s  article.  We  do  not  altogether  agree 
with  him  that  thermometer  bulb  should  not 
touch  the  eggs.— Ed.] 

Mating  Plymouth  Rocks.— Mr.  J.  Hankin- 
son,  Maroa,  111.— "I  notice  in  your  reply  to  "J. 
M.  C.,"  October  number,  you  claim  that  Ply- 
mouth Rock  male  and  female  of  the  same  color 
as  the  standard  requires,  mated  together,  will 
not  produce  progeny  of  the  same  color  as  them- 
selves. Now,  sir,  this  is  contra  ry  to  the  laws  of 
nature  that  "like  produces  like."  I  think  the 
fault  is  with  the  mating  light-colored  males  with 
light-colored  females,  to  produce  light  col- 
ored females,  and  dark  males  with  dark 
females  to  produce  dark  males,  then  mating  the 
progeny  of  these  two  matings  together,  which 
is  the  cause  of  the  uncertainty  of  breeding.  My 
theory  is  to  mate  male  and  female  as  near  the 
same  color  as  possible,  continuing  to  do  so  from 
year  to  year,  discarding  all  light  colored  males 
and  dark-colored  females,  and  IJbelieve  that  in 
ten  years  the  color  will  be  uniform." 

Near  Three  Dollars  per  Hen.— Mr.  F.  G. 
Hunt,  box  2662,  West  Chester,  Pa.— "I  send  you 
my  account  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  1st.  1886.  I 
had,  when  I  started,  43  hens  and  roosters,  of 
different  breeds— Leghorns,  Brahmas,  and  P. 
Rocks.  My  account  is— $125.63  worth  of  chickens 
and  eggs  sold,  $28  worth  of  stock  on  hand,  $3 
worth  of  manure ;  total  receipts,  156.63.  Feed 
$30.  Profit  $126.63,  or  nearly  $3  per  hen.  I  feed 
corn,  wheat,  oats,  and  ground  stuff,  with  all  the 
sour  milk  from  one  cow.  My  hens  lay  well, 
and  hatched  over  three  hundred  chicks.  I 
notice  that  manv  say  the  hens  will  not  pay.  If 
they  will  make  them  scratch,  make  raids  on  the 
lice,  and  not  let  them  get  too  fat,  I  can't  see  any- 
thing to  hinder  them  from  laying.  I  keep  the 
floor  covered  with  straw,  and  they  have  to 
scratch  for  all  they  get.  I  have  bought  twenty- 
five  pure  Games.  I  like  them  better  than 
any  breed  I  have  tried.  At  first  they  were  wild, 
but  now  they  will  jump  on  my  shoulder.  I 
weighed  some  of  them,  and  a  few  nine  months' 
pullets  weighed  over  six  pounds.  Let  me  hear 
from  some  one  else  on  weights.  My  poultry 
house  is  warm,  and  I  have  not  had  a  frosted 
comb  this  winter.  The  Poultry  Keeper  is  the 
cream  of  all  poultry  papers." 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


A  Good  Duck  Result. 

A.  L.  REAGH,  WEST  ROXBURY,  MASS. 

As  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  said  about  duck 
eggs  not  hatching  well  until  ducks  were  a  year 
or  more  old,  perhaps  I  might  give  a  few  tacts 
of  my  experience  with  Pekins.  I  bought  one 
sitting  of  eggs  which  hatched  July  2nd,  1885,  five 
ducklings— 2  drakes  and  3  ducks.  The  following 
February  they  laid  28  eggs,  and  in  all  they  laid 
96  eggs.  Those  were  all  fertile.  I  hatched  22 
from  23  eggs,  and  the  remaining  one  had  a  duck 
full  up  to  time  but  died  in  the  shell.  I  procured  a 
drake  from  another  strain.  I  think  the  great- 
est trouble  arises  by  breeding  too  closely  or 
from  mating  ducks  and  drakes  of  the  same 
strain.  Now,  those  ducks  have  been  laying  for 
the  last  two  months,  so  you  see  they  are  making 
a  great  record  for  themselves.  I  may  tell  you 
their  average  sometime.  I  have  sent  you  my 
subscription  for  the  Farmer's  Magazine  and 
Poultry  Keeper  for  another  year.  They  are 
worth  a  small  fortune  to  any  person  who  can 
read. 

[There  is  too  much  inbreeding  practiced,  but 
it  should  always  be  avoided.— Ed.] 


Getting  Ready  in  Advance, 

MRS.  S.  S.  TUTTLE,  VINA,  CAL. 

We  have  kept  poultry  for  twenty  years,  ex- 
cepting the  last  two,  which  I  spent  in  "Old  Ver- 
mont" my  "childhood's  home."  While  there,  a 
copy  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  had  the  misfor- 
tune (?)  to  fall  Into  the  hands  of  my  husband, 
and  he,  thinking  of  his  "little  hen  granny,"  as 
they  used  to  call  me,  forthwith  subscribed  for 
the  bright  little  paper,  procuring  it  from  the 
first  issue,  and  as  fast  as  they  came  laid  them 
away,  awaiting  for  my  home  coming.  I  arrived 
the  28th  of  September  and  I  have  read  and  re- 
read every  number,  and  find  very  much  in  every 
one,  that  I  intend  to  make  use  of  in  the  future. 
I  have  not  started  as  yet  in  the  poultry  business, 
but  I  am  soon  going  to,  and  perhaps  I  may  have 
some  items  of  experience  to  give  in  the  future. 
In  the  mean  time  I  am  gathering  items  from  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  my  own  use.  Firstly,  I 
am  going  to  build  an  incub'ator  after  plans  given 
in  Poultry  Keeper  and  a  hen  house.  Then  I 
am  going  to  work  in  earnest.  If  there  is  any 
money  in  it  I  am  going  to  find  where  it  is.  I 
once  had  a  cross  of  Langshan  cocks  with  Brown 
Leghorn  hens,  and  they  were  the  most  satisfac- 
tory lot  of  hens  we  ever  had.They  were  all  large 
black  fowls,  many  you  could  hardly  tell  from 
full  blooded  Langshans.  They  were  very  hardy, 
and  excellent  layers  of  fine-colored  eggs.  Our 
eggs  were  the  admiration  of  every  one.  Ladies 
would  visit  me  and  after  seeing  my  fowls  and 
eggs,  go  home  utterly  disgusted  with  their 
mongrel  stock  and  small  eggs.  I  shall  aim  for 
the  same  thing  again.  I  have  hunted  the  Poul- 
try Keepers  through,  but  find  no  California 
breeders  advertised.Express  charges  are  too  high 
for  me  to  send  east  for  either  fowls  or  eggs.  The 
Chinese  cook  at  the  boarding  house  destroyed, 
the  August  Poultry  Keeper  before  my  hus 
band  saw  it.  Please  send  me  another  copy  of  it' 

[We  have  many  inquirers  for  California  breedl 
ers.  Send  for  a  copy  of  the  California  Cackler, 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Heavy  Laying  Cochins. 

E.  C.  VAUGHN,  54  MONROE  STREET,  TOPEKA,  KAN. 

As  you  say  you  like  to  hear  of  precocious 
pullets,  I  thought  I  would  give  you  an  account 
of  one  which  I  think  you  will  say  is  a  "  mighty 
sudden"  specimen.  One  year  ago  last  spring 
my  young  son,  Lou,  procured  a  setting  of  Part- 
ridge Cochin  eggs  from  Coffin,  Zimmer  &  Co.,  of 
Glen's  Falls,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  hatched  five 
pullets  and  two  cockerels  as  "  fine  as  silk." 
These  chicks  he  raised,  and  last  spring  mated 
the  pullets  with  a  Crosby  cock.  March  23rd  last 
he  set  fifteen  of  their  eggs  under  a  common  hen, 
on  April  12th  he  had  thirteen  fine,  strong  chicks, 
ten  of  which  were  pullets.  On  the  15th  of  the 
present  month  (  July  )  one  of  these  pullets  laid 
her  first  egg,  at  the  age  of  three  months  and 
three  days,  and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  some 
one  who  can  beat  it.  And  now,  a  word  about 
the  laying  qualities  of  this  grand  breed  of  fowls. 
Lou  had  a  yard  of  ten  hens  and  a  cockerel,  of 
Plymouth  Rocks,  which  began  laying  on  the 
same  day  his  yard  of  Cochins  began  laying.  Of 
the  Cochins  there  were  the  five  pullets,  two  hens 
and  a  cock,  and  at  the  close  of  their  laying  the 
Cochins  were  thirty-two  eggs  ahead.  Both  yards 
received  exactly  the  same  treatment,  feed,  etc., 
except  that  the  Plymouths  had  the  largest  run. 
He  also  had  a  yard  of  W.  F.  B.  Spanish,  who 
"shelled  out"  in  good  shape,  but  the  Cochins  beat 
them  all,  and  as  a  consequence  he  is  disposing 
of  his  Spanish  and  Plymouths,  and  proposes  to 
give  all  his  attention  to  the  Cochins.  And  still 
further,  as  to  good  laying,  he  had  five  young 
Pekin  ducks  which  laid  622eggs,  which  I  call 
"good  work"  for  young  ducks.  He  also  has  a 
trio  of  Toulouse  geese  who  laid  46eggs.  Of  these, 
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twenty-three  hatched— exactly  fifty  per  cent., 
yet  he  has  only  eight  young  left,  the  balance 
having  died  in  a  singular  manner.  They  would 
be  running  around  as  "  lively  as  crickets,"  and 
of  a  sudden  would  sit  down,  stretch  their  necks 
out  on  the  ground,  give  one  little  squeak,  and 
■  die  in  a  quarter  of  a  minute.  I  tried  everything 
I  could  think  of,  and  at  last  hit  on  the  following, 
which  has  put  a  stop  to  their  capers.  As  some 
of  your  readers  may  be  similarly  troubled  I  give 
my  remedy  and  hope  it  may  benefit  someone.  I 
took  one  quart  of  fine  corn  chop  and  one  pint  of 
wheat  bran  and  made  a  stiff  dough,  with  water. 
Into  this  I  put  two  tablespoonfuls  of  Spanish 
Brown,  and  one  heaping  tablespoonful  of  cay- 
•enne  pepper  and  a  teaspoon  of  salt.  If  *iny  of 
them  refused  to  eat  this  '■conglomerated  mux"  I 
crammed  it  down  them,  and  as  a  result  I  have 
saved  eigtht  fine  young  ones.  I  also  gave  it  to 
some  chicks  which  acted  as  though  they  were 
"sorry  theyjcame,"  and  put  some  of  the  brown 
and  pepper  in  their  drinking  water,  and  it  braced 
them  up  wonderfully;  in  short,  cured  them. 
Roup  was  what  ailed  the  chicks.  I  have  kept  a 
lump  of  assafoetida  and  copperas,  each  the  size 
•  of  a  hickory  nut,  in  the  drinking  water,  this  year. 
If  you  find  anything  in  this  letter  which  you 
think  worth  printing  you  are  at  liberty  to  so  use 
it.  One  word  about  the  little  Poultry  Keeper. 
In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  a  "little  dandy,"  and 
which  no  one  who  loves  and  keeps  fowls,  can  af- 
ford to  be  without,  even  if  the  subscription  price 
were  ten  times  as  much.  Success  to  you. 

[An  excellent  letter  and  full  of  useful  informa- 
.tion,  even  if  late  in  appearing.— Ed.] 


The  Hens  Beat  the  Cows. 

H.  P.  KISKADDON,  SLIPPERY  ROCK,  PA. 

Having  read  your  valuable  paper  for  nearly  2 
years  it  has  created  in  me  a  desire  to  go  into  the 
ipoultry  business.  Being  unable  to  work  the 
ifarm  on  account  of  the  loss  of  health,  and  not 
lhaving  sufficient  means  to  invest  in  large  specu- 
lations, I  desire  to  go  into  the  poultry  business, 
1st,  because  it  does  not  require  much  money  to 
start,  and  2nd,  because  of  quick  returns.  My 
wife  has  given  more  attention  to  poultry  this 
season  than  ever  before,  and  with  good  results 
on  account  of  having  taken  and  carefully  read 
your  paper.  She  has  twenty-four  hens  (common 
stock,)  and  two  cows  that  cost  me  $87.50,  and 
she  has  made  more  clear  money  from  her 
twenty-four  hens  than  she  has  from  the  cows, 
and  sold  most  of  the  eggs  at  ten  cents  per  dozen. 
Now  will  some  of  yonr  many  readers  be  kind 
enough  to  give  me  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
putting  up  of  a  cheap  poultry  house?  how  to 
build?  what  is  the  best  kind  of  lumber?  and  the 
best  mode  of  heating  in  winter?  Will  a  house 
'built  facing  the  east  do  as  well  as  one  facing  the 
vsouth?  What  breed  of  poultry  will  be  the  best 
ito  raise  for  broilers? 

[We  doubt  if  their  is  any  poultry  house  that 
will  suit  all,  as  opinions  differ  very  much.  It 
imay  face  the  east,  but  will  not  receive  much  sun 
iheatin  winter.— Ed.] 


What  the  Dominicks  Did. 

F.  E.  MERRY,  CHARDON,  O. 

Having  noticed  a  great  many  letters  from  cor- 
respondents with  records  of  egg  production  for 
■different  lengths  of  time  and  number  of  fowls, 
I  will  send  you  a  record  of  five  Dominick  Leg- 
horn pullets  for  one  year  from  the  time  they 
were  hatched.  They  were  hatched  October  10th, 
1885,  and  when  one  year  old  they  had  laid  600 
eggs,  and  in  that  time  one  hatched  a  brood  of 
•chicks,  and  one  died  about  two  weeks  before 
the  year  was  up,  by  accident.  Also  thirteen 
White  Leghorn  hens  laid  twenty-six  hundred 
and  ten  eggs  in  one  year.  I  kept  no  account  of 
cost  for  keeping,  but  they  had  plenty  to  eat,  of  a 
variety  of  food,  but  rather  poor  houses ;  too  cold 
in  winter,  as  nearly  all  the  thirteen  hens  had 
their  combs  nipped  by  frost.  If  you  think  this 
worth  your  notice  you  can  publish  it. 

[You  were  fortunate  under  the  circumstances, 
for  your  climate.— Ed.] 


Stopping  the  Hens  from  Scratching. 

J.  P.  STOVER,  CALLENSBURG,  PA. 

I  have  just  finished  boiling,  straining  and  sim- 
'mering  down  to  facts  the  contents  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper,  and  I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  I 
don't  hesitate  in  appreciating  the  vast  amount 
•of  information  set  forth  in  its  columns.  It  seems 
like  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  experience  from 
many  states,  no  doubt,  and  some  of  the  asser- 
tions are  more  or  less  exaggerated,  but  this  I 
have  sifted  out.  All  those  advocating  their  suc- 
•cess,  I  presume,  are  endeavoring  to  blow  the 
loudest  horn,  which  I  don't  ignore.  If  there 
was  no  competition  there  would  be  no  evolution, 
and  herejis  where  the  success  comes  in.  This  is 
what  stimulates  the  whole  business.  When  all 
wish  to  excel  or  compete,  science  must  pro- 
gress. The  advocating  theory  is  the  most  con- 
sistent part  of  the  play,  from 'the  fact  that  what 
one  knows  all  may  know  and  profit  by.  Per- 
haps a  few  in  the  business  may  be  a  little  pe- 
nurious about  any  new  theory,  but  it  finally  will 
■come  to  life.  I  ain  just  about  to  launch  out  in 
the  poultry  storm  ignorant  as  to  whether  I  shall 
reach  port  with  a  full  cargo,  or  swamp  in  the 
waves.  The  first  thing  in  the  panoply,  I  sup 


pose,  will  be  the  poultry  books,  as  I  have  to  de- 
pend on  past  experience  to  guide  me.,  and  my 
own  genius  with  perseverance,  to  propel  the 
ship.  Perhaps  by  the  aid  of  the  oooks  and 
paper,  I  may  reach  an  elevation  somewhere  be- 
tween success  and  disappointment.  By  the 
way,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  have  just  remodeled 
my'coop.and  if  I"  tell  you  that  I  people  45 head  of 
ducks,  hens  and  turkeys  in  it,  and  that  I  can 
clean  and  remove  the  droppings  in  less  than  five 
minntes,  and  that  it  is  as  odorless  as  a  parlor, 
don't  tear  your  shirt  or  quit  the  poultry  business 
and  it  don't  come  up  to  my  ideas  yet,  but  it  is 
the  best  I  could  do  without  rebuilding  altogether. 
Before  closing  I  must  give  you  the  new  remedy 
just  out,  for  hen  mischief.  A  neihbor  of 
mine,  after  exhausting  his  strength  and 
patience  throwing  stones  at  the  hens  in  their 
vagrancies,  one  morning,noticing  his  flock  help- 
ing themselves  to  his  young  potatoes,  in  a  very 
audacious  manner,  it  raised  his  hydudgeon  up  to 
110  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  He  determined 
on  revenge,  carrolled  them  into  the  yard,  and 
amputated  the  middle  toe  at  the  first  joint.  It 
proved  to  be  a  success  in  scratching,  and  the 
mortality  was  only  one  per  cent  of  the  whole. 
He  says  the  practice  is  free  to  any  one  that 
wishes,  that  he  hasn't  as  yet  copyrighted  the 
theory,  and  is  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he  had 
better  copyright  it  or  fatten  his  hens  before  the 
next  operation.  Of  course  it  is  hard  on  the 
poor  hens'  toes,  but  the  old  gentleman  preferred 
potatoes  to  chickens'  toes.  Sometime  in  the 
future  I  will  give,  for  the  benefit  of  your 
patrons,  a  draft  of  my  coop,  as  it  exceeds,  for 
convenience  and  health,  any  that  I  have  dis- 
covered. 

[While  the  method  used  may  be  good,  yet  no 
one  should  practice  any  form  of  cruelty,  no 
matter  what  object  may  be  desirable. — Ed.] 


How  to  Prevent  the  Cholera. 

DR.  I.  W.  M'DOWELL,  WARDENSVILLE,  W.  VA. 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  of  your  valuable 
journal  (the  Poultry  Keeper)  for  nearly  two 
years,  and  anxiously  await  the  arrival  of  every 
number.  I  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  its 
brilliant  columns,  especially  the  multifarious 
experiences  of  your  correspondents.  I  have 
gleaned  much  valuable  information  from  their 
communications,  in  the  way  of  recipes,  general 
management  of  the  poultry  yard,  etc.  I  have 
ever  since  I  can  remember,  been  fond  of  chick- 
ens, and  when  a  boy  I  cared  for  the  "feathered 
pets"  at  home — and'  of  course  claimed  to  be  the 
owner  of  them.  For  the  past  ten  years  I  have 
been  deprived  of  my  pets  on  account  of  my 
business  surroundings.  However,  about  two 
years  ago,  I  bought  a  pen  of  Mongrels,  and  have 
since  improved  by  purchasing  two  sittings  of  R. 
C.  B.  Leghorn  eggs,  from  a  noted  breeder.  From 
the  two  sittings!  succeeded  in  rearing  as  lovely 
a  pen  of  Leghorns  as  the  eye  could  wish  to  gaze 
on,  and  another  season  I  expect  to  reap  the 
benefit  from  them.  I  think  I  have  my  ideals  in 
the  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  and  in  the  future  will 
give  my  attention  to  this  one  breed  exclusively. 
I  think  one  breed,  properly  cared  for,  will  pro- 
duce far  more  pleasure  and  profit,  than  a  half 
dozen  breeds  poorly  cared  for.  Then,  too,  one 
will  exercise  more  thought  in  bringing  one 
breed  (his  ideals)  to  perfection  than  in  a  half 
dozen.  There  are  numerous  reasons,  favoring 
the  careful  breeding  of  one  breed,  sufficiently 
obvious  to  all,  and  it  is  especially  preferable  to 
those  who  may  have  heavy  business  cares.  I 
favor  breeding  one  breed  and  aiming  for  the 
highest  points  of  excellence. 

I  have  had  some  experience  with  that  dread  of 
the  poultry  yard— cholera.  I  managed  it,  both 
last  summer  and  this,  on  the  foregoing  plan.  I 
did  not  use  much  effort  to  cure  the  sick  ones, 
only  by  way  of  experimenting,  but  my  experi- 
ments were  not  satisfying  in  their  results  at  all. 
I  was  better  satisfied  with  efforts  of  prevention. 
For  this  I  whitewashed  thoroughly,  inside  and 
out,  sprinkled  the  grounds  freely  and  frequently 
with  sulphuric  acid  2  ozs.,  water  3  gallons.  I  put 
carbolic  acid  in  their  drinking  water,  and|  also 
in  their  soft  feed,  and  semetimes  I  would  vary 
by  giving  in  their  soft  feed  a  mixture  of  sulphur, 
cayenne  pepper  and  ginger.  I  fumigated  with 
sulphur ;  after  all  were  on  their  roosts,  I  would 
burn  sulphur  in  the  house,  first  closing  up  the 
doors  tightly,  and  would  let  it  burn  until  all 
were  sneezing.  Sometimes  one  or  two  would 
fall  from  the  roosts  from  the  effects  of  the  fumes, 
but  they  would  soon  rally.  I  repeated  the  fumi- 
gating two  or  three  times  a  week.  After  com- 
mencing the  foregoing  plan,  very  few  of  my 
birds  took  the  cholera,  and  a  number  that  had  it 
recovered.  I  have  more  faith  in  carbolic  acid 
and  sulphur  '  fumes  as  preventives  in  cholera 
than  any  means  I  have  yet  used.  I  believe  that 
numbers  of  my  sick  birds  were  cured  by  these 
means.  I  lost  but  seven  or  eight  chicks  out  of  a 
flock  of  seventy-five— oyer  one-third  of  them  had 
the  cholera.  I  do  not  assert  the  above  as  the 
best  plan  of  prevention  and  cure,  but  I  do  assert 
that  it  is  the  best  plan  I  have  yet  found,  and  I 
have  done  considerable  experimenting  with  my 
birds  that  were  sick.  I  hope  it  may  do  others  of 
your  readers  as  much  good  as  it  has  done  for 
me.  If  this  does  not  reach  your  waste  basket,  I 
may  give  you  my  experience  with  gapes,  &c. 

[No  fear  of  the  waste  basket.  Dr.  Tell  us 
about  the  gapes.  We  wish  we  had  room  to  get 
all  our  excellent  letters  in— Ed.] 


Thinks  the  Thermostatic  the  Best. 

DR.  B.  BURR,  DOBB'S  FERRY,  N.  Y.  • 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Perfect  Hatcher  is 
being  shown  up,  as  it  has  caused  great  conster- 
nation among  beginners.  It  pretends  to  be 
automatic,  and  is  not,  and  thereby  the  beginner 
is  lost.  I  am  now  satisfied  that  I  have  the  only 
absolutely  self-regulating  machine  in  the  coun- 
try, viz:  Ren  wick's  Thermostatic.  I  have  two 
500  egg  machines,  and  my  last  four  hatches  (I 
begun  Sept.  15th  for  the  winter)  have  been  94 
per  cent.,  81  per  cent.,  80  per  cent,  and  93  per 
eent.,  and  among  the  unhatched  eggs  I  note  five 
congenital  malformations,  several  chicks  caught 
across  shell  in  turning  and  3  where  the  beak  had 
perforated  the  yelk  bag,  and,  what  is  more 
I  have  to-day  all  the  chicks  living  but  two: 
and  both  died  of  peritonitis  from  some  disease  of 
the  yelk  bag,  one  twenty-four  hours  old,  and  the 
other  six  days.  Last  season  my  mortality  was 
over  60  per  cent,  on  3000  chicks.  I  bred  from 
yearling  hens  and  cocks,  and  fed  the  little 
chicks  as  soon  as  they  would  eat.  This  year  I 
have  only  18  mos.  old  bens  in  my  breeding  pens, 
with  cocks  and  cockerels.  This  is  the  main 
secret,  but  a  secondary  and  equally  important 
rule  is  I  lea  ve  the  chicks  undisturbed  in  the  in- 
cubator until  forty-eight  hours  old,  when  the 
yelk  bag  is  absorbed  and  they  can  eat  a  little 
yelk  of  egg  without  causing  peritonitis.  Let  any 
breeder  who  has  tried  artificial  incubation  and 
failed,  try  it  again  with  these  two  precepts  well 
in  mind,  and  if  he  uses  a  decent  brooder,  either 
Pressy's,  Rankins,  Renvvick's  or  Felchs,  (and 
they  are  all  the  same,)  I  believe  he  will  be  sur- 
prised at  the  result.  I  might  add  that  after  the 
first  day  of  feeding,  (3rd  day  of  life,)  when  they 
get  only  a  little  yelk  of  egg,  I  feed  oatmeal, 
ground  wheat  and  barley,  cornmeal  with  ground 
bone,  and  a  little  salt,  boiled  together,  not  too 
stiff  or  sloppy,  all  they  will  eat  up  clean  every 
two  hours,  with  one  good  feed  a  day  of  ground 
raw  meat,  (fat  and  lean.) 

[The  incubator  mentioned  is  a  good  one,  and 
no  mistake.  Our  correspondent  is  mistaken  re- 
garding our  position  with  the  "Perfect."  We 
simply  give  the  experience  of  others.— Ed.] 


A  Valuable  Cross. 

G.  R.  D. 

I  would  like  to  inquire  through  the  columns  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper  whether  any  of  your  read- 
ers have  tried  a  cross  of  the  Wyandotte  and 
Plymouth  Rock.  Three  years  ago  when  I  first 
took  up  the  Wyandotte  breed.  I  had  a  very  fine 
dark  plumaged  cockerel,  which  I  did  not  care 
to  sell,  and  which  I  did  not  need  in  my  breeding 
yard,  as  I  had  a  better  one  for  my  purpose.  My 
quarters  being  somewhat  limited,  I  therefore 
loaned  him  to  a  friend  whom  I  had  persuaded  to 
introduce  new  blood  to  his  common  barnyard 
stock.  Among  his  common  stock  he  had  a  few 
very  fair  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  which  he  had 
raised  from  eggs  procured  of  a  neighbor  the 
year  before. 

The  leilowing  spring  he  reported  eggs  hatch- 
ing well  a*d  chicks  growing  finely,  and  that 
the  eggs  from  his  Pfymouth  Rock  hens,  which  he 
had  been  particularly  eauefcl  to  save  for  incu- 
bating, threw  every  one  Mat-k  tfrieks  withblack 
legs.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  ike  chicks 
should  prove  so  uniformly  black,  and  especially 
that  the  legs  should  be  black  as  both  parents 
have  yellow  legs.  Furthermore,  every  one  of 
these  black  chicks  proved  to  be  a  pullet ;  most 
of  them  had  rose  combs ;  they  weighed  seven  to 
eight  pounds  each  at  a  year  old,  and  were 
splendid  layers  of  large  pink-shelled  eggs. 
Wishing  to  try  the  experiment  for  myself,  I  pro- 
cured a  number  of  thoroughbred  P.  R.  pullets 
from  a  prominent  breeder,  and  mated  with  them 
a  light  plumaged  Wyandotte  cockerel,  such  as  I 
considered  too  light  to  use  in  my  Wyandotte 
yards.  Every  chick  from  this  yard  was  black 
(except  a  white  throat  and  breast  when  first 
hatched),  with  black  legs,  single  and  rose  combs 
about  evenly  divided,  and  every  chick  that 
matured  proved  to  be  a  pullet  and  black  as  a 
crow.  Can  anyone  explain  why  chicks  from 
this  cross  should  invariably  come  black  with 
black  legs,  and  always  of  the  female  sex  ?  The 
query  arises  why  would  not  this  be  a  valuable 
cross  for  those  engaged  in  producing  eggs  for 
market  and  who  raise  their  own  laying  stock 
every  year  ?  They  will  only  have  to  hatch  and 
care  for  about  one-half  the  usual  number  of 
chickens,  as  the  pullets  with  me  have  always 
proved  above  the  average  as  layers,  and  when 
past  their  usefulness  for  that  purpose,  they  will 
dress  a  good  weight  for  the  market.  Let  us  hear 
if  any  have  had  a  similar  experience.  You  will 
please  note,  in  the  first  case,  the  cross  was  a 
very  dark  Wyandotte  cockerel  on  P.  Rock  hens, 
which  would  have  a  tendency  in  any  case  per- 
haps to  throw  a  majority  of  pullets.  In  the  sec- 
ond case,  I  took  a  uery  light  Wyandotte  cockerel 
and  placed  with  P.  Rock  pullets  and  got  the 
same  results. 

[We  cannot  account  for  the  result  than  to 
attribute  it  to  some  "  black  blood  "  in  the  make 
up  of  the  Wyandottes,  though  black  nullets  often 
come  from  Plyhmout  Rocks.— Ed.] 
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The  Poultry  Keeper  and  a  book  for  60 
cents. 

Stamps  (one  and  two  cents)  taken  for  sub- 
scription. 

This  number  is  another  picture  gallery.  And 
we  expect  to  have  another  next  month. 

Three  papers  for  one  dollar— the  Poultry 
Keeper,  Poultry  Chum,  and  Poultry  Guide 
and  Friend. 

We  are  often  asked  where  to  procure  pea- 
fowls. We  believe  they  can  be  had  of  Mr  .Lewis 
A.  Gratz,  Jr.,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

We  are  not  done  with  brooders  yet.  More  to 
come.  We  want  to  give  you  your  money's  worth, 
even  if  we  have  to  force  it  on  you. 

A  horse  (the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal)  and  a 
pony  (the  Poultry  Keeper)  one  year  for  only 
one  dollar,  the  price  of  the  horse  alone. 

This  paper  six  months  for  25  cents,  or  a  year 
for  50  cents.  For  60  cents  you  get  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  Farmers''  Magazine  (twins). 

And  still  the  condensed  correspondence  is 
plentiful,  with  more  to  come,  It  is  our  special 
department  for  readers.  Come  on  all  who  have 
something  to  say. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Shelby,  Reddick,  111.,  asks  us  to 
inform  our  readers  that  as  his  poultry  house  has 
been  destroyed  by  fire  that  he  cannot  supply 
eggs  or  fowls  until  fall. 

Send  in  your  experience.  Write  on  one  side  of 
the  sheet,  and  don't  make  it  too  long,  but  say  all 
you  wish.  No  waste  basket.  Everybody  wel- 
come. This  is  your  paper. 

The  Macon  County  (111.)  Poultry  Club  will 
hold  a  show  at  Decatur,  HI.,  Dec.  19th  to  24th, 
Mr.  B.  N.  Pierce  being  the  judge  selected.  Mr. 
R.  J.  Simpson,  Decatur,  is  secretary. 

The  Poultry  Leader,  Y.  E.  Smith,  editor,  a 
weekly,  at  75  cents  per  annum,  25  cents  for  three 
months,  is  a  bright  little  paper,  published  at 
Durham,  N.  C.  Send  a  postal  card  for  sample. 

Pierce,  of  the  Fancier's  Gazette,  is  keeping  a 
close  mouth,  but  gives  free  play  in  his  paper  for 
others.  He  sees  "mis-givings"  in  the  future,and 
is  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up  on  the  new 
revision.   

We  try  to  keep  a  sober  face,  but  when  we  get 
a  copy  of  a  paper  with  two  "sticks"  of  reading 
matter,  and  an  advertisement  of  the  publisher, 
it  is  all  right,  but  when  the  same  paper  has  the 
flaming  announcement  that  Jack  Spratt  is 
"managing"  editor,  we  smile — smile  to  think  of 
"associates"  born  to  "sing  unseen." 


"Bro  Jacobs  wants  a  little  standard  for  a 
cent,"  says  the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal.  Yes, 
then  we  would  just  get  our  money's  worth.  We 
are  99  cents  out  on  the  last  one  we  purchased. 
Come  again,  Bro.  Braden. 

Mr.  Felch,  who  lately  made  up  a  Jersey 
Cattle  Standard,  and  allowed  a  certain  number  of 
points  for  bulls  that  were  out  of  place,  now  pro- 
poses to  puzzle  breeders  with  two  P.  Rock 
standards  for  males  and  females. 

Here  is  something.  We  have  three  books— 
"Poultry  for  Profit,"  "Incubators  and  Brooders" 
and  "Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  at  25  cents 
each,  but— for  60  cents— you  get  this  paper  and 
your  choice  of  any  one  of  the  books. 

The  next  "boom"  will  be  Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson, 
Morrisvilie,  Indiana. ,.  He  ought  to  be  admitted 
into  the  standard  (of  Judges)  at  once.  The  Dr. 
can  shut  one  eye,  turn  his  back,  and  judge  a 
bird  over  his  shoulder.  So  the  "boys"  say. 

For  $1.25  (the  price  of  the  Fancier's  Gazette 
for  a  year)  we  send  it  and  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  The  Gazette  is  edited  by  the  veteran, 
B.  N.  Pierce,  and  he  sends  a  sample  to  all  who 
will  drop  him  a  card.  Don't  fail  to  see  it. 

Cuts  have  been  showered  upon  us,  and  all 
wanted  to  go  in  April  or  May.  Sorry,  gentle- 
men, but  the  "field"  of  space  in  our  columns  is 
not  large  enough  to  accommodate  all.  We  have 
piles  of  cuts  of  our  own  watting  patiently  for  a 
chance. 

"  Wonder  how  Elliott  ever  expects  to  harmon- 
ize Mr.  Felch's  Plymouth  Rock  standard,  and 
especially  as  Uncle  Isaac  submits  "without  argu- 
ment," which,  too,  is  a  new  thing  with  him,  as  it 
must  be  a  cold  day  when  he  is  unwilling  to 
"argue." 

The  improved  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator 
next  month.  It  will  be  so  plainly  drawn  that  you 
will  be  able  to  make  one  yourself,  without  even 
reading  the  description.  Keep  your  eyes  open 
for  it.  Send  us  a  lot  of  names,  so  that  your  friends 
can  get  it.  Samples  free. 

A  writer  in  the  Fancier's  Gazette,who  states 
that  his  "original  stock  was  purchased  from  the 
best  Northern  breeders,"  thus  speaks  of  Wyan- 
dottes:  "Any  and  all  tastes  can  be  gratified  in 
combs.  The  Wyandotte  cock  'boxes  the  com- 
pass' on  combs.  Single,  pea,  triple,  solid,  split, 
chopped  off,  jelly,  anything  but  neat,"  etc. 
Here  is  a  chance  for  Babcock. 


Western  Connecticut  Association, 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  association  the 
following  officers  were  selected:  Prest.,  J.  T. 
Morgan ;  Treas.,  F.  D.  Hallett ;  Secretary,  H.  J. 
Pierre;  Ex-Committee,  E.  A.  Nellis,  J.  D. 
Adams,  H.  M.  Sweet,  E.  C.  Stoughton,  David 
York.  The  Third  Annual  Exhibition  will  be 
held  at  Winsted,  on  Dec.  13th  to  16th,  inclusive. 

State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  State 
Poultry  Association  of  Colorado,  will  be  held  at 
Denver,  Dec.  22nd  to  the  29th,  1887.  I.  K.  Felch, 
Judge ;  Mr.  J,  A.  Bailey,  Denver,  Cor.  Sec'y. 

Minnesota  State  Poultry  Association. 

At  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Minnesota  State 
Poultry  Association  held  April  6th,  1887,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year:  President,  W.  A.  Gates,  Sauk  Centre, 
Minn. ;  Vice  President,  W.  G.  Myron,  St.  Paul ; 
Secretary,  Dr.  D.  W.  Edwards,  Le  Saeur ;  Treas- 
urer, Carlton  J.  Jacks,  Rochester;  Directors, 
C.  C.  Conklin,  Spring  Valley,  E.  J.  Gates, 
Rochester,  C.  A.  Whited,  Rochester. 

A  Sample  of  Outlandish  Names. 

The  Weekly  American  Poultry  Journal,  in 
alluding  to  the  new  breeds  and  new  names  says: 

We  hope  for  the  sake  of  suffering  poultry  fan- 
ciers that  the  Committee  on  New  Breeds,  will 
not  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  allow  outland- 
ish names  to  be  foisted  on  those  new  white  var. 


ieties  which  have  sprung  from  black,  gray,  or 
oilier  colored  parents,  or  called  after  some  real 
or  imaginary  cross  which  took  place  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago.  White  Wyandottes,  White 
Langshans,  White  .lavas  and  White  Plymouth 
Rocks  should  be  called  alter  the  breeds  to 
which  they  belong— and  not  White  Tuscaioras, 
White  Mangolians,  White  Missourians  or  White 
Puritans. 

And  we  may  add,  Constantinopolitans,  Af- 
ghanistorangers,  Carribeanaborians,  Jackomy- 
lanterns,  Hopomyfingernalians,  and  other  jaw- 
bone titles  that  would  "smell  as  sweet  by  any 
other  name"  as  "Wyandottes." 

The  Frankness  of  Braden, 

The  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  a,  devotee  of  the- 
standard,  thus  frankly  "onbosoms"  himself  on 
symmetry: 

It  has  been  advocated  by  many  that  the 
new  Standard  should  eontain'illustrations  of  the 
different  varieties ;  "to  show  symmetry,"  they 
say,  "if  nothing  else."*  The  question  then  arises, 
Who  will  make  these  illustrations?  If  the 
poultry  journals,  after  trying  all  these  years, 
have  been  able  to  obtain  so  few,  very  few,  cuts- 
that  are  really  first  class,  what  mighty  power 
does  the  American  Poultry  Association  contain 
that  it  should  be  considered  able  to  perform 
such  a  task  ? 

If  so,  what  is  the  use  of  such  "foolishness?" 
Why  have  something  that  nobody  can  illustrate, 
and  then  sell  it  as  a  "guide"  to  the  poor  benight- 
ed seeker  after  knowledge,and  which  the  judges 
cannot  agree  upon. 

The  Minorca  Breeders. 

We  must  still  call  attention  to  other  Minorca 
Breeders  that  have  been  overlooked.  We  do 
this  in  order  to  oblige  our  readers,  as  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  Minorcas. 

W.  H.  Cunningham,  Chenango  Bridge,  N.  Y., 
who  has  imported  a  fine  lot  of  Whites,  and  at  a 
high  price. 

Lewis  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.  J.,  has  im- 
ported both  Whites  and  Blacks,  and  did  not 
skip  over  any  of  the  best  English  flocks  either.. 
He  claims  his  birds  are  second  to  none. 

J.  Eastwood,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  has  the 
Blacks,  from  imported  stock,  and  thinks  them 
grand  layers. 

Robert  Sutor,  Brady,  Pa.,  has  Blacks,  from 
imported  stock,  which  he  offers  at  a  reduced 
rate. 

John  Cassidy,  Mt.  Carmel,  Ky.,  also  breeds 
Blacks,  and  considers  them  cheap  at  his  rates. 

Richard  Young,  Morton,  Pa.,  is  an  old  veteran 
breeder,  who  spends  large  sums  to  get  the  best.. 
He  is  one  of  the  original  importers  of  both  Blacks 
and  Whites. 

H.  J.  Lloyd,  Wyalusing,  Pa.,  has  Blacks  which 
he  imported,  and  considers  them  equal  to  any. 

B.  R.  Black,  Mullica  Hill,  N.  J.,  is  another  old  , 
veteran,  who  has  the  imported  birds,  and  who 
keeps  them  straight. 

A  Good  Suggestion, 

Friend  Fultz,  of  the  Poulter,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio,  (not  forgetting  Hercules)  gets  off  the  fol- 
lowing excellent  suggestion,  which  we  fear  is 
too  good.  He  says : 

To  be  of  real  merit  and  undoubted  advantage, 
its  standard  qualifications  should  (beyond  ques- 
tion) have  no  double  or  vague  meanings. 

So  it  should,  but  Mr.  Felch  will  show  you  how 
to  understand  "vague"  meanings,  especially  for 
Plymouth  Rocks.  But  the  "vague"  will  be  there 
all  the  same.  Here  is  another  item  from  the 
Poulter: 

To  assure  a  certainty  of  its  being  all  its  pro- 
jectors desire  for  it,  we  would  suggest  that  the 
committee  in  charge  furnish  the  Poultry  Press 
with  proofs  of  the  revision  of  each  variety  at 
least  three  months  before  the  same  is  plated  for 
permanent  use.  By  so  aoing,  and  by  inviting 
criticism,  the  committee  can  (by  correcting  any 
remaining  objectionable  features)  formulate  a 
work  to  which  even  Jacobs,  himself,  should  not 
object. 

If  Friend  Fultz  supposes  he  and  Hercules  are 
going  to  have  any  three  months'  time  to  revise  • 
those  committee's  work,  he  will  sit  down  and 
wait  until  the  club  of  Hercules  falls  from  his  up- 
lifted arm.  That  would  "spoil  the  programme." 
The  "rank  and  file"  are  not  allowed  such  privi- 
leges. When  the  half-dozen  "grand  moguls" 
get  things  in  shape  you  will  have  to  gulp  it  downi 
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Friend  Fultz.  You  and  Hercules  may  make 
wry  faces,  but  you  must  take  your  castor  oil  un- 
adulterated. You  will  have  no  chance  to  put 
any  sugar  in  it.  You  can  "suggest"  all  you  wish, 
and  receive  attention,— but  that's  all.  Come 
out  and  "kick,"  and  kick  against  the  dominion 
of  a  few.  Kick! 


Shelby  County  Poultry  Club. 

The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club  will  hold  its 
Third  Annual  Show  at  Shelbyville,  Indiana. 
December  12th  to  17th.  Will  H.  Isley,  Shelby- 
ville, is  secretary. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association, 

At  a  meeting  held  April  1st  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected:  B.  R.  Watson,  of  Grand 
Island,  President ;  H.  I.  McCoy,  Sterling,  Vice 
President;  M.  W.  Neihart,  Nebraska  City,  Re- 
cording Secretary:  Gorham  F.  Betts,  Lincoln, 
Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Execu- 
tive Committee  is  composed  of  the  above  officers 
and  four  other  members  of  the  Association.  The 
next  show  will  be  held  at  Lincoln. 


Massachusetts  Poultry  Association, 

The  following  is  the  Board  of  Officers  for  1887- 
1888:— President,  Philander  Williams,  of  Taun- 
ton; Vice  Presidents,  E.  C.  Comey,  Somerville ; 
E.  C.  Aldrich,  Georgetown ;  G.  V.  Fletcher,  Bel- 
mont; W.  F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport ;  G.  W. 
Lovell,  Middleboro;  H.  A.  Mansfield,  Walth  im  ; 
Mark  Pitman,  No.  Beverly ;  W.  E.  Shedd,  Wal- 
tham;  J.  Lowell,  Jr.,  Chestnut  Hill ;  L.  A.  Shaw, 
Chestnut  Hill:  Recording  Secretary.  R.  S.  Mack- 
intosh, Jr.,  Boston;  Auditor,  N.  B.  Perkins,  Jr., 
Salem;  Treasurer,  F.  A.  Houdlete,  Newton ;  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  F.  L.  Fish,  Taunton ;  E,  But- 
terfield,  East  Lexington ;  E.  Jennings,  Newton 
Lower  Falls;  A.  C.Hawkins.  Lancaster;  E.  J. 
Janderson,  Waltham;  W.  B.  Atherton,  Newton 
Lower  Falls;  C.  A.  Batchelder,  Ayer;  G.  A. 
Fletcher,  Milton ;  C.  A.  Wheeler,  Brighton;  G. 
Linden  Jr.,  Newton. 

Breeding  With  Care. 

Should  birds  run  together  when  eggs  are  not 
wanted.  Mr.  E.  H.  Greene,  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich., 
does  not  agree  with  our  views,  and  says: 

"When  asked  by  a  correspondent  "if  it  is  safe 
to  allow  cocks  to  run  with  hens  of  different 
breeds  and  still  leave  them  pure  when  they  wish 
to  breed  from  them,"  you  answer— "yes;  if 
separated  in  the  spring."  Now,  sir,  a  female  (as 
far  as  a  nure  breed  is  concerned)  by  connection 
with  a  male  of  another  breed,  will  certainly  be 
rendered  impure.  I  was  surprised  that  one  who 
prints  a  poultry  paper  and  in  other  respects  gives 
such  good  advice  should  be  so  far  wrong  in  this 
aase." 

We  are  glad  to  have  Mr.  Greene  give  his 
,  :cws.  We  are  not  wrong.  We  do  not  approve 
of  breeding  animals  of  different  breeds  together 
as  there  is  blood  circulation  between  the  dam 
and  the  young,  while  with  the  hen  the  egg  is 
;imply  a  deposit  of  the  germ  in  a  stored  up  sup- 
ply of  food,  there  being  no  circulation  of  blood 
in  the  egg  until  after  heat  is  applied  to  it  outside 
of  the  body  of  the  hen.and  she  can  in  no  manner 
be  affected  thereby. 

The  Blue  River  Valley  Association. 

The  fanciers  of  Newcastle,  Indiana,  have  or- 
ganized an  association  to  be  known  as  the  Blue 
River  Valley  Poultry  Association.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  officers:  President,  James  A. 
Cotton;  Vice  President,  John  J.  Powell;  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  J.  W.  Foutz :  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Wm.  V.  Lewelling.  The  correspond- 
ing secretary,  in  writing  to  us,  says:  "We 
will  hold  our  first  annual  exhibition  February 
7th  to  11th,  1S88.  Newcastle  is  a  thriving  town  of 
4000  inhabitants,  beautifully  situated,  having  four 
railroads  running  east  and  west  north  and  south, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  convenient  points  for 
exhibitors  sending  stock,  good  hotel  accommo- 
datipus,  in  fact,  everything  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  a  grand  show.  We  already  have  the 
promise  of  several  noted  breeders,  which  shows 


an  appreciation  of  our  efforts.  Now,  brother 
fanciers,  check  our  date  on  your  show  list.  We 
will  give  good  special  premiums,  besides  our 
regular  ones.  We  desire  to  become  more  widely 
acquainted,  and  think  this  one  of  the  best 
mediums  to  accomplish  it. 


Another  Muddle. 


Mr.  J.  H.  McElhinney,  Ruggles,  Ohio,  makes 
the  following  point  in  regards  to  Bantams: 

Tn  all  the  Bantams  from  page  184  to  203  the 
hens,  cockerels  and  pullets  are  required  to  score 
perfect  on  "smallness  of  size"  or  ne  disqualified, 
and  cocks  allowed  to  compete,  must  lack  but  one 
point  of  being  perfect.  Why  is  this,  when 
Game  Bantam  Cocks  may  be  cut  three  points, 
and  hens,  cockerels  and  pullets  may  be  cut  two 
points  on  "smallness  of  size"  and  still  be  allow- 
ed to  compete  ?  In  order  that  all  may  fully  un- 
derstand what  I  am  driving  at  I  will  refer  to 
page  184  Am.  Standard  of  excellence,  as  follows: 

"Standard  weights  cock  26  oz.,  heii 24  oz.,  cock- 
erels 24  oz.,  pullets  22  oz., — deducting  one-half 
point  for  every  ounce  the  bird  weighs  over 
standard  weights." 

Under  disqualifications  we  find  cocks  weigh- 
ing over  28  oz.,  pullets  over  24 oz.,  cockerels  over 
24  oz.,  pullets  over  22  oz. 

Thus  you  see  that  hens,  cockerels  and  pullers 
are  disqualified  if  they  weigh  over  the  Standard 
weight. 

If  it  was  really  intended  so,  why  did  they  not 
write,  just  following  the  standard  weights,  the 
word  cock  instead  of  bird  ? 

That  is  just  where  some  sense  was  lacking 
when  the  thing  was  gotten  up.  They  sling  out 
any  sort  of  trash,  and,  after  selling  it  as  a  guide 
trust  for  some  interpretation  as  to  what  "the 
framers  intended."  etc.,  knowing  that  the 
breeders,  as  a  rule,  allow  them  to  do  as  they 
please. 


The  First  Daily  Poultry  Paper. 

In  stating  that  the  Poultry  Yard  was  the  first 
to  issue  a  daily  poultry  paper  we  must  admit  we 
were  not  aware  that  the  American  Poultry  Jour- 
nal of  Chicago,  had  been  in  the  field  before.  In 
its  weekly  edition  it  corrects  us,  in  the  following 
language  from  brother  Wards  pen: 

Brother  Jacobs  with  all  his  tact  and  industry 
since  editing  the  Poultry  Keeper,  must  have 
been  hibernating  for  years  previously,  or  per- 
chance taking  a  Rip  Van  Winkle  sleep,  and 
awoke  to  find  that  much  was  accomplished,  in 
poultry  journalism  that  he  never  thought  of  when 
he  made  the  statement  that  brother  Stoddard  is 
the  only  one  who  ever  published  a  daily  poultry 
journal  during  a  poultry  show. 

The  Daily  American  Poultry  Journal  was 
published  every  day  during  the  Western  Poultry 
Club  show  at  St.  Louis  in  1881.  The  writer  has  a 
lively  recollection  of  the  affair,  and  backed  too 
by  just  280  goodsubstantiai;reasonsas  reminders 
of  that  event  in  "Progressive  Jand  Enterprising 
Poultry  Journalism,"  which  represented  the 
number  of  hard  dollars  he  never  saw  again — that 
was  invested  in  "whooping  up"  the  poultry  in- 
terest—but "sich  is  life."  We  nave  retired  from 
the  daily  poultry  paper  business.  Brother  Stod- 
dard or  any  other  ambitious  editor  can  have  all 
the  honors  and  emoluments  to  be  obtained  in 
that  line  and  our  blessing  thrown  in  gratis. 

Thanks  for  correcting  us.  Although  we  only 
endeavored  to  give  credit  where  we  thought  it 
was  due,  yet  we  give  the  above  reply,  as  we  are 
well  aware  that  for  enterprise  and  push  the 
American  Poultry  Journal  has  not  been  behind, 
and  we  are  only  too  glad  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  acknowledging  its  efforts. 


Murder  in  Advance. 


The  standard  this  time  is  to  be  perfect,  and 
Mr.  Felch,  in  the  Fancier's  Gazette,  says:— "I 
want  no  hatch-way  for  private  opinion  to  crowd 
in  and  defeat  the  standard;  no  flexibility  what- 
ever. Its  work  must  be  square  work  and  every 
judge  a  brick  that  has  square  corners." 

So  far  so  good.  Then  Mr.  Felch  proceeds  to 
tell  just  what  kind  of  a  standard  he  would  have 
for  Plymouth  Rocks.  As  we  perused  it  the  same 
old  handwork  cropped  out.  No  uniformity,  no 
expression  of  what  should  be,  but  lots  of  room 
for  "what  the  framers  intended"  hereafter.  We 
have  no  space  for  the  whole,  but  here  is  a  sam- 
ple: 

[Cock.]  Head:  Medium  long,  broad  in  skull; 
color,  bluish  gray,  barred  with  dark  stone  color. 
Beak,  short,  well-curved ;  in  color,  yellow.  Eyes 
bright  bay  and  rather  large. 


[Hen.]  Head:  Medium  in  size;  plumage' 
light  blue,  barred  with  dark  stone  color  or  blue. 
Face,  red.  Eyes,  bay.  Beak,  well  arched,  and 
in  color  yellow. 

Now,  here  we  take  the  head  only— male  and 
female.  According  to  the  above  the  hen's  head 
has  plumage,  but  the  male  has  only  color.  The 
cock  has  bright  bay  eyes,  but  we  suppose  the 
hen  must  be  cut  a  point  unless  her  eyes  are  dull 
and  sleepy,  and  while  those  of  the  cock  are 
large  we  will  cut  her  again  unless  her  eyes  are 
half  closed.  The  hen  has  a  red  face,  but  the 
cock  does  not  have  any  face  at  all.  Perhaps  he 
would  have  too  much  "cheek."  One  has  a  "well- 
arched"  beak  but  the  other  must  have  it  "well 
curved"  only,  Put  on  your  "specs,"  judges,  for 
he  wants  "no  flexibility"— you  know.  Then 
"bluish-sraj!','  and  dark  stone  color  on  one,  with 
"light-M?/e"  on  the  other,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
term  "medium"  is  enough  to  puzzle  a  saint.  So 
much  for  the  head  only.  He  gives  the  cock  a  crim- 
son red  comb  and  the  hen  a  bright  red  comb,and 
allows  twists,  side  sprigs,  etc.,  on  the  comb  of 
the  hen  but  not  on  the  cock.  The  earlobes  of 
the  cock  must  be  free  from  any  surface  color 
other  than  red,  but  the  hen  may  have  black, 
blue,  yellow,  or  any  of  the  colors  of  the  rain- 
bow, so  it  is  not  enameled.  Elegant.  Clear  as 
mud. 

He  says :— "We  submit  our  case  without  argu- 
ment,"—and  wants  his  standard  considered 
with  the  rest.  Correct,  Mr.  Felch ;  don't  argue 
it.  Drop  it  like  a  hot  potato.  Try  and  have 
something  uniform,  or  stick  to  the  old  one.  Give 
us  no  more  unintelligible  English.  The  new  one 
is  "murder  in  advance." 


An  Illinois  State  Association. 


Commenting  on  our  remarks  regarding  an 
Illinois  (or  any  other)  State  Association,  the 
weekly  American  Poultry  Journal,  (Chicago,) 
thus  makes  the  matter  more  plainly  understood: 

What  we  want  and  think  should  be,  is  a  State 
Association,  similar  in  form  and  character  to  the 
State  Fair  Association,  with  a  membership  com- 
posed of  breeders  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and 
exhibitions  held  each  year  at  whatever  point  the 
majority  vote  it  shall  be.  This  would  take  away 
many  of  the  objectionable  and  personal  favorit- 
ism features  that  now  interfere  with  the  influ- 
ence for  good  of  many  associations,  and  would 
free  it  entirely  from  local  influence  or  any  ring 
or  clique  control.  Let  such  a  State  Association 
be  formed  with  a  good,  strong,  live  membership, 
with  a  membership  fee  of,  say,  $10,  and  yearly 
dues  of  $3,  and  every  member  pledged  to  show  at 
least  two  coops,  and  have  the  Secretary  and 
Superintendent,  paid  officers,  and  not  allow 
either  of  them  to  show  in  competition  ;  also  to 
have  the  judge  elected  by  a  two-third  majority 
vote  of  all  the  members ;  offer  a  reasonable  cast 
premium,  or  adopt  the  English  method  of  cups 
for  prizes,  and  we  believe  one  of  the  best  and 
strongest  associations  in  the  country  would  be 
the  Illinois  State  Poultry  Association.  We  only 
suggest  these  features  as  some  that  could  be 
adopted  to  advantage'.  There  are  many  others 
that  will  naturally  suggest  themselves  when  the 
subject  is,  if  ever,  brought  seriously  before  the 
breeders.  An  association  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  character  that  would  command  the  re- 
spect, confidence  and  recognition  of  the  honest 
and  progressive'breeders  of  the  State,  and  could 
stand  alone  and  free  from  any  control,  and  have 
no  need  to  ask  charity  from  any  one  to  enable  it 
to  hold  an  exhibition. 

There  are  some  excellent  suggestions  in  the 
above,  but  what  we  wish  to  separate  is  associa- 
tions and  individuals.  That  is  a  State  Associa- 
tion, if  representing  associations,  should  consist 
of  delegates  from  all  the  country  associations, 
but  if  consisting  of  individual  members  then  it 
will  not  differ  from  those  at  present  organized. 
To  hold  the  shows  at  different  points  depends 
upon  the  patronage  to  be  expected  from  the 
public  at  those  points.  But  we  object  to  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Let  Bro.  Jacobs'  suggestions  be  adopted  of  a 
State  Association,  and  modify  it  so  that  indi- 
vidual breeders  as  well  as  Poultry  Associations 
may  become  members,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  an  association  can  be  organized  and  a 
series  of  exhibitions  held  that  would  rival  the 
exhibitions  of  Boston,  held  by  the  grand  old 
Massachusetts  State  Poultry  Association. 

The  idea  is  too  much  on  the  plan  of  the  A.P.A. 
If  the  individuals  are  in  the  majority  the  matter 
of  sending  delegates  by  associations  will  amount 
to  nothing,  as  the  delegates  will  be  powerless. 
That  is  what  keeps  up  the  "ring"  in  the  A.  P.  A. 
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What  Can  Be  Done? 

C.  F.  Johnson,  Dexter,  Me.,  says:  Enclosed 
find  50  cents  for  another  year  to  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  don't  want  to  miss  any  number.  I 
like  your  paper  very  much.  I  will  give  you  my 
experience  for  a  year  with  50  hens.  It  win  show 
what  can  be  done  if  any  one  likes  that  kind  of 
pleasure  It  is  no  guesswork  as  I  have  kept 
strict  account  of  everything.  I  will  give  each 
month  separate.  Number  of  eggs:  January,  357; 
February.  374;  March,  596:  April,  758;  May,  822; 
June.  567:  July,  674:  August.  462;  September, 
47S;  October.  36:  November,—;  December,  120. 
Total.  5.444.  Amount  received.$90.04 :  stock  sold 


latitude,  which  is  warm.  YVe  had  barely  had  a 
white  frost  when  the  disease  made  its  appear- 
ance. All  of  my  chickens  have  good  health : 
have  about  150  in  my  yard  which  is  large." 


Raising  Chickens. 

In  breeding  for  early  market,  it  is  important 
to  have  a  breed  that  grows  rapidly  and  fleshes 
up  young ;  the  skin  should  be  yellow,  and  if  the 
feathers  are  all  white,  both  the  chicks  and  the 
old  fowl  will  look  much  better  when  dressed 
than  those  with  colored  feathers.  The  color  of 
the  skin  is  important,  yet  half  the  fowls  that  are 


.83:  two  barrels  manure.  $20.00 :  stock  on  hand'  sent  to  market  have  anything  but  a  yellow  skin. 


$29.25:  total,  $179.12;  expense  for  feed.  $63.11; 
profit.  $116.01.  You  will  see  in  the  list  that  Nov. 
is  an  off  month,  as  I  sold  my  hens  all  but  four. 
I  replaced  them  with  pullets,  which  I  consider 
worth  more,  but  do  not  charge  any  difference. 
The  Breed  was  35  Leghorns  "and  15  Plymouth 
Bocks.  This  year  I  am  keeping  125  Plymouth 
Eocks.  If  you  take  the  trouble  to  print  this  I 
will  let  you  know  how  I  make  out  this  year. 


Wyandottes — Eoup  Cured, 

The  following  excellent  suggestions  are  made 
by  Mr.  A.  Gandy,  Topeka,  Kansas:  "Ihave  been 
a'reader  of  your  Poultry  Keeper  for  one  year 
and  I  like  it  very 
well.Every  num- 
ber I  think  is 
worth  the  price 
of  one  year's  sub- 
scription. I 
would  like  to 
shake  hands 
with  Mr.Lindell. 
Every  word  he 
spoke  about  the 
Wyandottes  i  s 
so.  I  never  saw 
anything  in  the 
shape  of  poultry 
so  good  and  fine 
for  eating  and  1 
don't  think  they 
can  be  beat  for 
eggs,  taken  the 
year  through.  I 
was  talking  with 
a  poultry  man  to- 
day. He  said  that 
he  can't  supply 
the  demand  for 
fine  poultiy.  I 
shall  turn  my 
time  to  the  three 
varieties  of  Wy- 
andottes, for  "I 
think  they  are 
the  birds  for 
Kansas.  Oh! 
yes.  Mr.  Editor. 
I  almost  forgot  to 
tell  you  that  I 
tried"  the  coal 
oil  and  carbolic 
acid  remedy 'for 
roup.  I  found 
it  the  best  rem- 
edy that  I  have 
tried.  I  only  lost 
one  out  of  a 
dozen  or  more. 
I  took  four 
chicks  that  had 
the  roup,  same 

as  the  other,  and  

used  salt  and 
vinegar  but  lost  y  " ..  - 
three  out  of  four. 
So  you  see  that 
the  coal  oil  and 
carbolic  acid  is 
the  best.  My 
chickens  had  the 
roup  in  all  forms 

that  you  spoke  of  in  November  number.  "Sou 
may  publish  this  statement  if  it  is  of  any  value 
to  any  poultry  keeper.  It  was  worth  dollars  to 
me." 


Small  bone,  short  legs  and  a  well-rounded  form 
are  also  desirable,  and  a  size,  when  full  grown, 
not  less  than  five  pounds,  and  not  over  six  be- 
fore dressed,  give  the  best  early  chickens  for 
market.  None  of  these  qualities  are  an  injury 
to  a  laying  hen ;  and  if  to  them  are  added  good 
layers,  hardy  and  quiet,  we  have  combined  the 
points  necessary  for  both  meat  and  eggs. 


great  layers  of  dark  brown  eggs,  as  well  as  being 
very  gentle  and  easy  to  handle.  He  also  breeds 
Plymouth  Eocks  and  Wyandottes,  and  keeps 
them  up  in  all  the  points".  He  is  well  known, 
and  his  sales  are  large,  as  he  endeavors  to  please, 
while  his  stock  is  always  carefully  selected  and 
mated  for  the  best  results. 


About  the  Nuisance  of  Lice. 

Although  we  had  supposed  our  readers  had 
been  inflicted  with  too  many  hints  in  regard  to 
getting  rid  of  lice,  yet  we  have  received  numer- 
ous inquiries  as  to  the  best  mode  of  freeing  the 


Eating  Diseased  Fowls. 

As  the  N.  H.  Mirror  remarks  there  are  thou- 
sands of  fowls  sent  to  market  that  are  seeming- 
ly healthy  yet  diseased,  or  unfit  for  food.  But 
very  few  persons  are  aware  that  fowls  are  sub- 
ject to  consumption,  diseases  of  the  liver,  scrof- 
ula, dropsy,  etc.,  yet  such  is  the  case.  When  a 
bird  is  killed  the  liver  should  be  red  when  the 
contents  are  removed  from  the  carcass.A  liver  of 
a  pale  pinkish  color,  or  which  is  a  yellowish  red, 
denotes  something  wrong,  and  when  the  liver 
indicates  that  it  is  diseased  the  body  is  diseased 
also.  Eoup  is  a  disease  that  is  in  the  whole  sys- 
tem, yet  it  is  sometimes  present  in  a  whole  flock 
before  it  is  discovered.  It  is  a  blood  disease.but 
exists  in  many  forms  and  stages,  at  times  re- 
sembling diphtheria  in  children.  A  bird  once 
affected  with  roup  should  not  be  eaten  after, 
wards,  even  if  apparently  cured  and  in  good 
health.  Cholera  does  not  leave  anv  ill  effects 
behind  it,  yet  after  it  has  devastated' a  flock  the 
germs  may  be  present  on  the  premises.  Never 
use  fowls  in  the 
family  or  sell 
•hem  to  others 
a  s  food,  until 
,  satisfied  that 
they  are  in  per- 
fect health. 


A  Texas  Disease. 


Mr.  H.  L.Eaven,  of  Merrelltown,  Tex.,  writes 
as  follows:  "A  subscriber  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
writes  you  that  he  has  lost  young  chicks,  with  a 
rather  new  disease,  excrescences  growing  on 
each  side  of  the  bill.  I  have  met  with  the  same 
disease  this  winter,  and  it  is  something  new 
among  chicks.  I  had  a  hen  come  off  with  nine 
chicks,  about  December  1st  (not  incubator 
chicks  you  see).  In  about  two  weeks  one  died, 
and  on  examination  I  found  these  excrescences 
on  their  bills.  They  are  all  dead  now.  After 
being  hatched  in  an  outhouse,  I  put  them  in 
my  breeding  pen,  which  is  boarded  up  close 
on  the  north  and  west,  and  slated  on  the 
south  and  east,  so  there  was  not  much  draught ; 
the  floor  is  dirt  very  dry.  and  they  had  the  run 
of  the  yard.  We  have  had  scarcely  any  rain  this 
last  autumn  and  winter,  so  everything  is  very 
dry.  My  deductions  from  the  above  would  be 
that  the  hatcher  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  dis- 
ease, neither  moisture ;  draught  then  was  when 
the  southwind  blew,  but  you  must  consider  qot 


PAIS  LAi  GSHASS-On  ned  by  Joe  Graves,  Black  Biver,  X.  Y. 

birds  of  the  pests.  They  are  incessant  workers 
and  render  poultry-keeping  a  nuisance.  There 
are  several  kinds  of  lice,  but  the  little  red  mites 
and  the  large  body  lice  are  the  two  most  mis- 
chievous. The  former  can  be  seen  in  myriads  on 
every  portion  of  the  poultry-house.  A  good  dust- 
bath" and  the  use  of  coal-oil  will  soon  clear  them 
out.  The  latter  do  not  leave  the  fowls,  but  work 
silently  on  the  body,  and  especially  on  the  head 
and  necks.  The  best  remedv  is  to  grease  the 
head,  neck  and  vent,  and  then  dust  Persian 
insect  powder  in  the  feathers.  Thoroughly  clean 
the  poultry-house.  Mix  one  quart  of  coal-oil 
(kerosene)  with  four  gallons  of  skim-milk  or 
strong  soapsuds,  and  saturate  every  part  of  the 
house,  walls,  nests,  roosts,  floor  and  yards.  Do 
not  miss  the  cracks  and  crevices.  H  not  expen- 
sive use  kerosene  unadulterated.  Let  every 
part  of  the  roost  be  saturated.  Eepeat  the  pro- 
cess twice  a  week.  Whitewash  once  a  month. 
It  requires  work  but  the  method  suggested  will 
cause  them  to  leave  or  perish. — JV.  It.  Mirror. 


Mr.  Joe  Graves'  Langshans. 

Joe  (like  Governor  Jones)  '-pays  the  freight," 
and  ships  eggs  and  fowls  all  over  the  country. 
He  thinks  much  of  the  Langshans,  claims  them 
as  very  superior,  and  says  his  strain  consists  of 


Keeping  Hens. 

It  is  not  ex- 
pected  that 
every  farmer 
will  enter  into 
poultry -keeping 
as  abusiness.but 
no  one  who  is  the 
owner  of  a  few 
acres  should 
think  of  getting 
along  without 
keeping  enough 
hens  to  supply 
the  family  with 
what  eggs  are 
n  e  c  e  s  s  a  ry  f  or 
use.  and  an  occa- 
sional chick  for 
a  broiler.  There 
is  no  good  reason 
why  the  farmer 
sliould  deprive 
his  family  of  any 
of  these  articles 
that  the  city 
cousins  deem 
rare  luxuries, 
and  which  come 
from  the  farm. 
It  does  not  re- 
quire a  great  ex- 
penditure, but 
does  furnish 
much  satisfac- 
tion. All  the 
necessary  atten- 
tion can  be  be- 
stowed by  chil- 
dren or  the  fe- 
male portion  of 
the  family,  and 
so  interfere  in  no 
way  with  the  ac- 
tual farm  labor. 
From  numerous 
statistics  it  is 
found  that  the 
cost  of  keeping 
hens  with  a  vari- 
ety of  food  does  not  exceed  one  dollar  a  year  per 
animal,  and  usually  quite  a  little  below  that,  and 
that  the  net  profit  from  each  animal  Is  one  dol- 
lar or  more.  And  then  it  must  be  considered 
that  with  a  suitable  house  for  them  to  roost  In, 
the  manure  saved  is  of  the  most  valuable  kind, 
and  will  serve  an  excellent  purpose  where  an 
active  fertilizer  Is  desired. 


It  has  been  demonstrated  that  roup  in  fowls 
and  diphtheria  in  children  are  identical :  hence 
care  should  be  taken  when  roup  appears  in  a 
flock  of  fowls. 


Prof.  Cook  says  Light  Brahmas  have  proven 
even  better  layers  in  winter  than  his  Brown  Leg- 
horns ;  their  eggs  are  finer  in  quality,  larger  and 
of  rich  color.  At  the  age  of  six  months  the  cock- 
erels weigh  seven  and  eight  pounds,  and  while 
not  equal  to  the  Games.  Dorkings  or  the  Hou- 
dans  for  table  use,  they  by  no  means,  disgrace  a 
dinner.  From  his  own  experience  he  thinks 
there  is  no  fowl  that  equals  the  Light  Brahma  for 
the  farmer.  The  Brown  Leghorns  are  perfect 
non-sitters.  They  are  admirable  layers,  except 
in  cold  weather,  when  he  finds  them  inferior  to 
the  Light  Brahmas.  The  Leghorns  mature 
quickly,  and  are  almost  useless  ior  table  use. 
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Mr.  Albin's  Bronze  Turkeys. 

The  Bronze  Turkey  Gobbler,  "C.  J.  Ward," 
-owned  by  Mr.  Joseph  Albin,West  Branch,  Iowa, 
is  shown  in  an  illustration  taken  from  life.  This 
turkey  scored  100  points  by  one  of  the  best  judges 
in  this  country,  at  the  recent  exhibition  at  West 
Branch,  la.  He  is  mated  with  ten  hens  that 
score  from  97  to  99%  points ;  the  Highest  scoring 
pen  of  turkeys  Known  to  the  poultry  world.  Mr. 
A.  also  breeds  Toulouse  Geese  and  standard 
fowls  of  all  kinds. 


Why  Broilers  Should  he  Dry  Picked. 

The  difference  between  chickens  that  are 
;  scalded  and  those  that  are  dry  picked  is  thus  ex- 
plained by  Mr.C.W.Idell,  333  Washington  St., 
New  York  City,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
many  valuable  hints  on  such  matters.  He  says: 
"Perhaps  I  should  have  stated  sooner  why  broil- 

■  ers  should  be  dry  picked  and  not  scalded,  for  I 
find  some  persons  in- 

■  dined  to  scald, although 
told  not  to.  A  chicken 
only  a  few  weeks  old  is 
a  very  tender  bird,  and 
requires  the  greatest 

■  care  to  prepare  proper- 
ly for  market,  for  if  one 

■  cares  for  them  ever  so 
closely  they  are  apt  to 
receive  some  marks 
that  disfigure  them, 
though  when  dry  pick- 
ed one  has  the  natural 
firmness  of  the  flesh  to 
:  assist  them  in  picking, 
but  if  scalded  the  vital- 
ity of  the  flesh  is  de- 
stroved  so  as  to  become 
limp'id  and  flabby.  The 
contents  of  the  bowels 
are  also  changed  and 

■  corruption  follows 

which  first  crops  out  at 

the  vent,  by  changing 

to  a  green  color,  which 

is  fatal  to  the  selling 

price.  Besides,  after 

being  scalded,  they 

must  be  used  at  once, 

for  even  ice  will  keep 

them  only  a  few  hours. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of 
'the  difference  of  sales, 

I  would  state  that  one 

morning  I  received  a 

lot  of  choice  dry  picked 

broilers   which  sold 

quickly  at  55  cents  per 

pound,  while  another 

lot  followed, which  were 

scalded,  and  not  less 

than  twenty  dealers  re- 
fused to  make  an  offer 

on  them.  Finally  one 
•  made  me  the  offer  of  25 

cents  per  pound,  which 

I  accepted.  This  point 

is  well  worth  knowing 
;and  should  not  be  for- 
gotten. 


letter,  and  he  throws  a  regular  bombshell  into 
the  A.  P.  A.  and  the  petitions.  Read,  and  pon- 
der over  it.  He  says : 

"Out  in  the  West  we  are  not  half  as  egotistical 
as  some  of  those  "fellahs"  down  East,  but  we 
know  a  great  deal  more.  But,  know  as  much  as 
we  may,  there  are  some  things  we  don't  pretend 
to  know,  and  one  of  them  is  "What  does  the  A. 
P.  A.  amount  to?"  We  used  to  think  that  it  was 
the  Grand  High  Royal  Mogul  of  all  the  chicken 
business,  that  every  little  "sun  of  a  gun"  who 
presumed  to  dissent  from  its  Star  Chamber  deci- 
sions would  have  his  head  ill-Iiterally  severed 
from  his  worthless  body.  But  here,  of  late,  it 
seems  that  there  is  a  change  in  the  actions  of  the 
people,  if  not  in  the  opinions.  It  has  been  for- 
merly understood  that  the  great  object  for 
which  this  society  was  organized  and  brought 
into  existence  was  to  formulate  and  finish  a 
Standard,  and  that  no  bird  whose  name,  age.color 
and  previous  condition  of  servitude  was  not 


breeders  of  one  of  the  white  breeds  to  the  six  or 
eight  A.  P.  A.  gents,  asking  for  recognition,  said 
recognition  being  not  worth  the  paper  it  may  be 
written  on.  The  40  men  outnumber  the  whole  . 
gang's  meetings,  and  your  petitioners  do  ever 
pray. 


'Cure  for  Gapes  and  Lice 

Mr,  J.  Thomas  Simp- 
■son,  Kittanning,  Pa., 
•writes  us  an  easy 
'method  of  treating  a 
large  number  of  chicks 
at  once,  and  also  how 
to  prevent  lice.  He  says: 
"I  will  give  my  rem- 
edy for  curing  gapes 
and  keeping  my  chicks 
'free  from  lice.  For  gapes 
place  the  chicks  in  a 
small  box  or  keg ;  cover 
the  box  with  a  thin 
cloth.  Sprinkle  fine  air- 
slacked  lime  on  the 
cloth,  and  tap  gently 


A  Cure  for  Egg  Eating,  ' 

A  correspondent  of  the  Poultry  Yard  writes: 
"As  I  am  indebted  to  my  brother  fanciers  for 
much  valuable  information  communicated 
through  the  columns  of  this  and  other  publica- 
tions, I  consider  it  only  a  fair  return  to  submit  my 
experience  in  curing  the  habit  of  egg-eating.  I 
can  warrant  my  method  a  sure  cure,  provided 
you  "follow  all  the  directions." 

The  experienced  egg-eater  breaks  the  shell 
with  the  hard,  sharp  point  of  the  upper  mandible. 
Take  a  sharp  knife  or  pair  of  shears  and  trim  off 
the  point  of  the  upper 
half  of  the  beak  of  every 
bird  in  the  pen,  about 
even  with  the  lower 
half.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  cut  off  enough  to 
draw  blood,  but  simply 
the  sharp  point  with 
which  the  bird  pierces 
the  shell. 

After  having  operated 
upon  all,  including  the 
cockerel,  lay  a  strong 
shelled  egg  on  the  floor 
and  watch  the  fun. 
When  you  are  tired  of 
laughing  at  the  comical 
antics  of  the  biddies 
thus  shorn  of  their 
strength,  throw  down 
two  or  three  china  eggs 
for  them  to  practice  on 
until  they  are  entirely 
cured.  That  is,  they 
are  cured  until  their 
bills  grow  out  again, 
which  will  be  in  aoout 
two  weeks. 

Now  remove  all  open 
nests  and  substitute 
those  which  are  dark, 
with  a  hinged  board  in 
front  and  a  passage  for 
the  hens  in  the  rear. 
Use  sawdust  or  fine 
shavings  in  the  nests: 
never  use  straw,  chaff 
or  hay. 

I  have  prevented  egg- 
eating  by  the  use  of 
dark  nests,  but  when 
the  habit  is  once  formed 
it  is  difficult  to  make 
them  dark  enough. 

Clip  the  beaks  so  that 
the  habit  is  temporarily 
broken  up,  remove  all 
temptation  to  scratch 
in  the  nests,  by  which 
eggs  might  be  broken 
and  the  nabit  revived, 
provide  shell  material 
so  there  will  be  no  soft 
shelled  eggs,  and  the 
cure  will  be  permanent 
and  complete. 


Bain  Again. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Sweeney, 
Chardon,  O.,  writes:  flI 
think  you  will  find  H. 
Griffith,  Norwich,  Ct., 
spoken  of  in  Potjltby 
Keeper,  to  be  none 
other  than  J.  M.  Bain, 
working  the  same  dodge 
he  did  at  Bloomington. 
111."  So  we  have  dis- 
covered. 


BRONZE  TURKEY,  "V.  J.  Ward,"  owned  toy  Joseph  Albiu,  West  Branch,  Iowa 


with  a  stick.  The  chicks  will  begin  to  sneeze,  i  found  in  that  book  would  be  recognized;  and 
and  in  so  doing  dislodge  the  gape-worm.  A  little  |  that  it  would  not  be  known  as  anything  in  par- 


experience  will  soon  teach  you  how  long  to  keep 
the  chicks  in  the  dust.  I  never  lost  one  by  this 
remedy.  The  way  I  prevent  lice  is  to  sprinkle 
the  eggs  and  nest  with  sulphur  twice  the  third 
week  of  incubation.  The  last  time  I  sprinkle 
two  days  before  they  come  out.  I  place  tobacco 
stems  and  lime  in  their  coop  where  they  stay  at 
night  ;  this  keeps  off  the  lice  for  me.  I  also  clean 
their  coops  twice  a  week  and  renew  my  tobacco 
and  lime." 

The  above  are  both  good  remedies  and  worth 
trying.  And  we  would  suggest  that  in  both 
cases  Persian  insect  powder  be  added,about  one 
pound  to  a  peck  of  lime.  Have  all  the  ingredients 
■dry  and  fine. 


What  Does  It  Amount  To  7 
A  "Western  Greeny"  sends  us  the  following 


ticular.  It  might  be  called  a  Jersey  calf,  or  a 
game  cock,  for  all  that,  but  it  was  worthless  un- 
less backed  by  the  Standard,  whose  prop  is  the 
A.  P.  A.  What  seems  so  ridiculously  inconsist- 
ent in  the  matter  is  the  fact  that  the  breeds 
which  are  not  recognized  in  the  Standard  are 
having  the  best  trade.  That  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  demand  at  fanciers'  prices  for  birds  without 
even  a  recognition  in  the  Standard.  We  would 
like  for  some  of  the  framers  and  backers  of  the 
Standard  to  explain  why  the  so-called  "new 
breeds"  that  are  not  recognized  by  the  Standard 
are  having  such  a  boom. 

That  is  what  worries  them,  Friend  "Greeny.'- 
The  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  White  Wyandottes, 
Minorcas,  and  other  breeds,  are  "selling  like  hot 
cakes,"  no  one  caring  a  fig  whether  the  A.  P.  A. 
sinks  or  swims,  lives  or  dies,  or  survives  or  per- 
ishes. And  what  amuses  us  is  a  petit  ion  of  40 


Indigestion  is  best 
known  by  the  moping 
about  of  the  birds,  and, 
on  examination,  the  breath  is  found  to  be  offen- 
sive it  is  simply  feeding  on  too  rich  food,  audit 
neglected,  develops  into  some  more  serious  dis- 
ease. As  soon  as  discovered  the  birds  should  be 
put  on  to  the  plainest  diet,  both  plain  and  re- 
duced in  quantity,with  this  some  powdered  char- 
coal should  be  mixed,  or  rhubarb  pills  may  be 
administered,  say  one-third  of  an  ordinary-sized 
pill  to  each  chick. 

The  Dorking  is  now  receiving  some  attention  as 
a  market  fowl.  In  this  country  it  has  been  some- 
what overlooked,  but  in  England  it  is  regarded 
as  the  best  of  all  breeds  for  market  and  the  table. 
Crossed  on  Brahma  hens,  the  Dorking  produces 
fine  broilers,  the  largest  capons,  and  an  excel- 
lent general-purpose  fowl,  as  the  crossed  fowl 
lays  better  than  either  parent. 

The  new  breed  of  fowls,  the  Minorcas,  are 
claimed  to  be  red-faced  Black  Spanish,  but  are 
hardier  than  the  Spanish.  They  lay  larger  eggs 
than  any  other  breed  of  fowls. 
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Havana  Process. 

The  following  is  Bain's  Havana  process,  which 
we  give  for  what  it  is  worth— nothing.  There  is 
no  such  business  as  preserving  eggs  in  Havana, 
and  Bain  invented  this  from  "his  mind."  He 
has  sold  it  to  victims  for  $2,  but  here  it  is : 

•'Take  twenty-four  gallons  of  water  and  put  in 
it  twelve  pounds  of  unslacked  lime  and  four 
pounds  of  salt.  Stir  well  several  times  a  day, 
and  then  let  it  stand  and  settle  until  perfectly 
clear.  Then  drew  off  twenty  gallons  of  the  clear 
lime  and  salt  water.  By  putting  a  spigot  in  the 
barrel  about  four  inches  above  the  bottom  you 
can  draw  off  the  clear  water  and  leave  the  set- 
tlings. Then  take  five  ounces  of  baking  soda, 
five  ounces  of  cream  tartar,  five  ounces  saltpeter, 
five  ounces  borax.and  one  ounce  of  alum :  pulver- 
ize these,  mix  and  dissolve  in  a  gallon  of  Doiling 
water,  which  should  be  poured  into  your  twenty 
gallons  of  lime  water.  This  will  fill  a  whiskey 
barrel  about  half  full,  and  such  a  barrel  holds 
150  dozen  eggs.  Let  the  water  stand  one  inch 
above  the  eggs.  Cover  with  an  old  cloth  and  put 
a  bucket  of  the  settlings  over  it.  Do  not  let  the 
cloth  hang  over  the  barrel.  As  the  water  evapo- 
rates, add  more,  as  the  eggs  must  be  kept  cov- 
ered." 

Australian  Mode  of  Preserving  Eggs.— 
Mr.  W.  Battye,  of  Selkirk,  Man.,  Can.,  writes  us 
that  in  Australia  eggs  are  preserved  in  the  fol- 
lowing simple  manner:  The  vessels  in  which  the 


keeps  each  other  warm,  and  so  prevents  their 
growth  being  checked  by  the  cold  when  their 
parents  cease  to  sit  on  them.  Do  not  let  your 
hens  lay  more  than  three,  or  at  the  most,  four 
pairs  of  eggs  in  the  season.  If  one  of  a  pair  of 
young  birds  in  a  nest  is  much  smaller  than  the 
other,  it  must  either  be  shifted  to  a  pair  of 
feeders  or  else  killed.  If  a  young  bird  is  ill, 
kill  it ;  you  must  kill  your  way  to  success. 

When  your  birds  are  feeding  youngsters,  you 
will  find  that  barley  is  one  of  the  best  staple 
foods  for  them,  to  which  may  be  added  groats, 
millet,  spratts  food,  stale  crusts  of  bread  soaked 
in  water  and  squeezed  dry,  and  canary  seed.  If 
you  try  to  train  your  old  birds  whilst  they  are 
breeding,  the  youngsters  you  get  from  them  will 
be  worthless  things,  because  the  dried  food  you 
have  to  feed  the  old  ones  on  to  get  them  into  con- 
dition will  stunt  the  growth  of  their  squabs,  if  it 
does  not  kill  them  outright. 


The  French  Creek  Valley  Show. 

Venango,  Pa.,  was  surprised  at  the  crowds 
that  flocked  to  the  show  there.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  was  distributed  freely,  a  regular  old 
time  fox  chase  was  indulged  in,  there  was  a 
bench  show  of  dogs,  and  a  regular  "Donnybrook 
Fair  "  existed.  Philadelphia  sent  her  prize 
Minorcas,  and  the  prize  White  Plymouth  Rocks 
from  Maine  were  exhibited,  but  did  not  return 


R.  L,  Patterson,  Venango,  first  on  pair  Nar- 
ragansett  turkeys. 

H.  D.  Persons,  Union  City,  first  on  breeding 
hen,  pair  and  trio  of  Houdan  chicks;  first  on 
trio  fowls ;  first  Black  Leghorns. 

Albert  Dolin,  Streetsboro,  O.,  first  on  breed- 
ing pair  Houdan  fowls, 

Harry  Hill,  Meadville,  first  on  Silver  Duck- 
wing  Bantams. 

Mrs.  Harry  Pendleton,  Venango,  second  on 
White  Plymouth  Rock  chicks. 

W.  S.  Willard,  Venango,  first  on  White  Crested 
Black  Polish. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Peters,  Venango,  largest  collection 
of  singing  birds. 

Miss  Lizzie  Stilwell,  Venango,  first  on  White 
Rabbits. 

James  Liephart,  Venango,  second  on  trio  sin- 
gle comb  Brown  Leghorns. 

H.  Olds,  Corry,  Pa.,  first  on  rose  comb  Brown 
Leghorn  Pullets;  second  on  hen;  first  on  two 
single  comb  Brown  Leghorns. 

A.  L.  Braden,  Venango,  first  on  breeding  hen, 
rose  comb  White  Leghorn ;  second  on  pair. 

J.  D.  Sherred,  Venango,  first  on  pair  rose  comb 
White  Leghorns,  second  on  trio. 

M.  M.  Sherred,  Venango,  second  on  breeding 
hen  rose  comb  White  Leghorns. 

Rurie  Douglass,  Woodcock,  second  on  pail- 
Light  Brahmas. 

Israel  Peiffer,  Venango,  second  on  Bronze  Tur- 
keys. 

A.  C.  Calvin,  Meadville,  second  on  pair  Laced 
Wyandottes, 


TOI  LOUSE  «EESE— Owned  by  King's  Park  Poultry  Yards,  Glenville,  Obio. 


eggs  are  to  be  placed  are  glass  jars  with  patent 
stoppers,  vulcanized  india-rubber  joints  making 
them  perfectly  air-tight.  As  soon  as  the  eggs 
have  been  collected,  the  jars  are  stood  in  hot 
water  for  some  time,  and  left  until  the  air  in 
them  has  become  thoroughly  warm  and  rarefied. 
The  jars  having  been  heated,  the  eggs  are  wrap- 
ped up  in  paper  to  prevent  them  Knocking  to- 
gether, and  placed  in  warm  receptacles,  their 
pointed  ends  being  uppermost.  The  jars  are 
immediately  closedlip,  and  then,  and  not  until 
then,  are  removed  from  the  hot  water.  It  is  said 
that  if  this  process  is  skillfully  carried  out,  the 
eggs  will  be  as  fit  for  the  breakfast  table  as  the 
day  they  were  laid  many  months  after  they  were 
put  in  the  jars.  The  great  secret  of  success  in 
carrying  out  this  method  is,  no  doubt,  to  thor- 
oughly heat  the  air  in  the  jars.  The  eggs 
will  stand  a  better  chance  of  keeping  if  the 
paper  in  which  they  are  packed  is  previously 
baked  and  used  warm.  Patent  stoppered  jars 
are  not  absolutely  necessary,  any  stopper  ans- 
wering which  effectually  excludes  the  air. 


How  to  Manage  Squabs, 

A  correspondent  of  the  California  Cackler 
says  that  if  you  manage  to  give  your  birds  a 
shift  at  six  or  seven  days  old  to  a  pair  of  Tjirds 
that  have  only  hatched  a  couple  of  days,  the 
four  or  five  days'  extra  soft  food  will  do  them  a 
world  of  good.  A  single  young  bird,  will,  of 
course,  get  better  fed  than  a  pair  in  the  same 
nest,  but  if  the  nights  are  at  all  chilly,  a  sair 


home,  as  Mr.  John  M.  McFarland,  of  Vallonia, 
Pa.,  determined  to  haVe  them  remain  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  purchased  them,  and  won  the 
prizes  at  this  show.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
premiums  won : 

Pennock  Powell,  Lansdown,  first  premium  on 
Rouen  Ducks. 

G.  L.Weston,  Mill  Village,  first  on  Pekin  Ducks. 

A.  Whitely,  Cambridge,  second  on  Pekin 
Ducks ;  first  on  Mottled  Java  Chicks. 

Carter  &  Williams,  Kennedy,  N.  Y.,  first  on 
trio  White-Faced  Black  Spanish. 

A.  D.  Shearer,  Venango,  first  premium  on 
White-faced  Black  Spanish  cockerel  and  pullet ; 
first  on  American  Dominique;  first  on  Buff 
Cochin  pullet;  first  on  Red-pile  Games;  second 
on  Houdan  chicks. 

J.  C.  Harris,  Venango,  first  on  breeding  pen 
White  Wyandottes ;  first  on  trio  White  Wyan- 
dottes. 

R  C.  Coulter,  Venango,  first  premium  on  pair 
White  Plymouth  Rock  chicks. 

John  McFarland,  Meadville,  first  on  pair 
White  Plymouth  Rock  fowls. 

A.  J.  Sherred,  Venango,  first  on  Black  Minor- 
cas ;  first  on  pair  same ;  first  on  trio  same. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Johnson,  second  on  Black  Minorcas ; 
first  on  Dirigo  chicks  and  fowls. 

G.  W.  Watson,  Hayfield,  first  on  Black-breast- 
ed Red  Game  fowls. 

A.  A.  Skelton,  Cambridge,  first  on  Mammoth 
Bronze  turkeys. 

L.  C.  Brasee,  New  Richmond,  first  on  pair 


George  Kleckner,  Venango,  first  on  breeding 
pen  Langshans. 

D.  A.  Harmon,  first  on  single  comb  White  Leg* 
horns,  breeding  pen,  cockerel  and  hen,  and  first 
for  highest  scoring  breeding  pen,  95  points. 

John  Henry,  Mosiertown,  first  on  breeding 
pen  Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs. 

Roe  Reisinger,  Meadville,  first  on  trio  Black 
Breasted  Red  Games ;  first  on  Game  Cock.  An 
error  in  the  award  yesterday  made  it  first  to 
pair.  The  hen  was  not  competing. 


Tonlouse  Geese. 


The  above  cut  of  Toulouse  Geese,  owned  by 
King's  Park  Poultry  Yards,  Glenville,  O.,  shows 
how  this  famous  breed  of  Geese  is  developed  at 
the  "Park  Yards."  They  weigh  from  50  to  60 
pounds  a  pair,  and  ar  e  the  largest  geese  you  ever 
saw. 

Sawdust  in  Building  —  Ducks. 

Mr.  Elias  Benfer,  Huntington,  Ohio,  wishes  to 
know  whether  sawdust  should  be  used  between 
walls,  or  if  tarred  paper  is  better.  He  also  asks 
how  to  raise  ducks.  In  reply  we  will  say  that 
tarred  paper  will  answer,  out  there  is  no  objec- 
tionjto  sawdust.  Young  ducks  should  be  kept 
dry  and  warm,  being  allowed  no  water,  other 
than  what  they  can  reach  with  their  bills.  The 
best  food  is  mashed  potatoes  or  turnips  thick- 
ened with  ground  oats  and  corn,  with  meat  once 
a  day,  and  all  the  chopped  grass  they  can  eat 
Feed  every  three  hours. 
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Silver  Spangled  Hambnrgs. 

W.  F.  Gray,  Harwooil,  O.,  says:  "I  have  been 
taking  your  paper  for  some  time,  but  have  not 
seen  anything  in  it  in  favor  of  the  S.  S.  Ham- 
burg. I  think  that  they  are  an  excellent  fowl. 
Too  'much  cannot  be  said  of  them.  They  are  one 
of  the  most  handsome  breeds  that  we  have.  As 
to  their  qualities  they  are  non-sitters,  and  are  by 
most  of  breeders,  called  everlasting  layers. 
They  have  beautiful  plumage  and  'ine  rose 
combs.  They  are  without  a  doubt  one  of  the 
greatest  egg  producing  breeds  that  was  ever 
raised.  They  beai  confinement  well,  are  very 
small  feeders  and  easily  raised,  have  small  bones 
and  are  a  good  table  fowl,  as  far  as  they  go,  as 
they  are  kept  more  for  fancy  and  eggs  than  any- 
thing else.  I  place  them  at  the  head  of  the  list 
for  eggs,  profit,  and  beauty.  Any  person  that 
wants  fowls  for  eggs  will  do  well  to  get  the 
Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  aud  get  the  best." 


Florida  Difficulties. 

W.  "W.  Fendrich,  Jacksonville,  Fla..  writes: 
"Having  seen  a  great  many  letters  in  the  Pool- 
try  Keeper  from  Florida,  thought  I  would  add 
my  little  mite,  giving  a  rather  limited  experi- 
ence on  incubators.  Have  a  Eureka  machine, 
and  have  averaged  in  3  hatchings  80  per  cent,  of 
fertile  eggs,  but  not  having  a  first-class  drug 
store  at  mv  elbow,  succeeded  in  raising  about 
215,  except  with  last  hatch,  which  I  turned  over 
to  hens,  they  being  better  able  to  scratch  for 
them  than  I.  Have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
Florida  is  a  hard  country  to  raise  poultry ;  at 
least  that  has  been  my  experience.  They  in- 
variably get  the  sore  head,  especially  during  our 
long  summers.  Had  some  affected  as  late  as 
December.  As  a  cure  I  batha  the  head  daily 
with  strong  salt  brine,  then  anoint  the  sores 
with  equal  parts  of  sweet  oil  and  turpentine, and 
in  a  few  days  the  scabs  fall  off." 


How  Egg  Eating  Was  Cured, 

H.E.  N.,  Indiana,  Pa.,  gives  us  the  following 
remedy  for  egg  eating: 

We  to-day  renew  our  subscription  to  the  P.  K. 
as  we  do  not  wish  to  be  without  it.  Last  fall 
our  flock  of  hens  contracted,  what  your  paper 
taught  us  was  roup,  by  being  accidentally  shut 
out  in  the  rain.  They  must  certainly  have  died, 
as  both  eyes  were  swelled  shut,  had  we  not  went 
to  work  according  to  the  common  sense  teach- 
ings of  your  paper.  Asa  result  every  chicken 
was  saved.  This  winter  they  commenced  eat- 
ing their  eggs,  and  as  eggs  were  from  25  cents 
to*30  cents  per  dozen,  we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  must  break  off  the  bad  habit.  We  re- 
moved all  their  old  nests  and  replaced  them  by 
deep  narrow  ones.  We  also  gave  them  access  to 
ground  oyster  shells,  and  soft  food  well  season- 
ed with' pepper  and  salt.  Placed  corn  ears 
among  hay  and  gathered  the  eggs  2  or  3  times 
a  day.  As  a  consequence  they  ceased  their  egg 
eating  and  are  doing  very  well  at  present  As 
to  the  editing  of  a  weekly  paper,  we  think  there 
is  enough  in  twelve  numbers  per  year  to  keep 
any  man.  woman  or  child  busy. 


Ventilating  from  the  Roof. 

G.  K.  Hawlev.  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  has  this  to 
say  concerning  ventilation  in  poultry  houses:" 
Your  excellent  paper  "the  Poultry  Keeper 
came  duly  to  hand.  Among  the  topics  of  inter- 
est, I  was  attracted  to  one  in  particular  i.  e. 
about  ventilation  page  132.  1  am  just  changing 
the  plan  of  ventilation  in  one  of  my  poultry 
houses.  When  1  built  it.  a  few  years  ago  I  made 
a  ventilator  through  the  roof,  to  regulate  at  will 
at  the  ceiling,  and  I  find  that  such  ventilation 
liberates  the  warm  air  and  retains  the  cold,  im- 
pure air.  I  purpose  to  substitute  a  tube  10  inches 
square  extending  from  the  floor  through  the  roof, 
entering  a  cupola  already  placed — the  tube  to  be 
opened  on  two  sides  at  the  floor,  in  size  10  inches 
by  12  inches — also  a  regulator  near  the  ceiling 
for  summer  use.  My  house  is  11  ft.  by  16  on  the 
ground,  divided  into  two  apartments,  aud  a  hall 
3  ft.  wide,  making  each  coop  8x8  ft.  I  like  your 
October'  number  containing  the  correct  mode  of 
ventilation. 


Hints  to  Poultry  Raisers. 

The  Practical  Farmer  throws  out  the  follow- 
ing chunks  of  chicken  wisdom : 

While  it  is  necessary  to  see  that  the  chicks 
have  plenty  of  shade  during  the  heated  portion 
of  the  day  and  protection  from  ■hilliness  during 
the  cool  nigiits.  their  diet  must  be  specially  at- 
tended to.  All  laxative  articles  should  be 
avoided,  and  as  prevention  is  better  than  cure, 
this  must  be  observed  from  the  time  they  are 
first  able  to  eat. 

It  is  recommended  to  steep  dried  clover  in 
hot  water  till  swollen  and  soft,  and  then  feed  it 
to  fowls  during  the  winter.  Fowls  require  green 
food,  and  this  steeped  clover  is  the  best  substi- 
tute for  grass.  Give  them  the  water  in  which  it 
was  steeped  to  drink.  The  clover  should  first  be 
passed  through  a  hay  cutter  and  cut  into  very 
■short  lengths  before  steeping. 

Onlv  fresh  egsis  should  be  used  for  hatching 
jnurpo'ses.    When  eggs  are  stale  the  chicks  do  not 


hatch  in  the  time  due,  and  often  they  die  in  the 
shell. 

Sow  some  radish  and  cale  for  your  poultry  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  give  the  fowls  free  range 
upon  it. 

When  cleaning  the  perches  in  the  poultry  house 
it  is  necessary  to  apply  the  mixture  of  kerosene 
oil  and  grease  to  the  under  side  as  we'd  as  the  top. 

Do  not  try  to  keep  geese  unless  all  the  condi- 
tions are  favorable.  Geese  may  be  kept  at  a  very 
small  cost  or  they  may  entail  cost  according  to 
circumstances.  A  pond  and  pasture  will  enable 
them  to  secure  their  food  with  but  little  aid. 

A  warm  and  comfortable  poultry  house  can  be 
built  of  three-ply  tarred  felt,  and  it  will  greatly 
assist  in  keeping  off  vermin.  Such  a  house  can 
be  whitewashed  and  made  to  look  as  bl  ight  and 
cheerful  as  one  made  of  boaids. 


A  Coop  for  Small  Chicks, 

W.  A.Cliitterden,  Whittlesy,  Ohio,  gives  this 
plan  of  a  house  for  small  chicks:  Take  a  dry 
goods  box,  about  2  feet  wide  and  3%  high,  and  4 
feet  long.  Then  get  the  middle  of  each  side, and 
measure  up  4  inches  above  the  middle  on  one 
side,  and  4  inches  below  on  the  other  side.  Then 
draw  a  line  on  each  end, and  saw  the  box  in  two, 
and  you  have  two  coops  with  the  right  pitch  for 
the  roof,  wliich  should  be  movable  to  clean 
handy.  The  roof  can  be  made,  of  thin  lumber, 
nailed  to  two  strips  1x2,  which  should  run 
lengthways  for  ventilation.  Kaise  the  cover, 
and  put  a  small  block  under,  to  hold  where 
wanted," or  saw  out  a  piece  in  front,  6x6  inches, 
and  cover  with  wire  screen,  which  would  make 
plenty  of  light  for  the  chicks.  Then  saw  out  of 
one  corner  in  front,  about  one  foot  square,  for 
entrance.  The  floor  should  be  on  the  inside  of 
the  coop,  which  will  keep  out  the  water.  Iam 
using  a  number  of  this  kind,  and  have  never  lost 
a  chicken  by  rats  and  weasels.  I  never  have 
had  a  case  of  gapes  on  the  place.  To  feed  the 
chicks  raise  the  cover. 


firinrl  y°ur  °wn  sons, 

UIIIIU  Meai,  Oyster  Shells, 
OK  AIT  A  M  Flour  and  Corn 
intlieSSIIANDMrijIj 

(F.  Wilson's  Patent).  lOO  per 
cent,  more  made  In  keeping  poul- 
try. Also  POWER  MILLS  and  FARM 
FEED  MILLS.  Circulars  and  Testimonials  sent 
on  application.  WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 

GOOD  NEWS 
10  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Nnw's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  fo.'  our  celebrated  Tens 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decoraicd  Toilet  Set.    For  full  particulars  address 
THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.         31  and  33  Y-  ,1  ey  St. ,  New  York. 
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L  Poultry  Specialties, 


Gapes  in  Fowls. 

The  fact  that  the  disease  known  as  gapes  in 
poultry  is  produced  by  a  parasitic  worm  (Synga- 
mvs  trochealis),  which  infests  the  trachea  of  the 
birds,  was  settled  long  ago,  and  for  most  of  our 
recent  knowledge  of  the  worm  and  the  disease 
we  are  indebted  to  the  prize  essay  of  Pierre 
Megnin.  According  to  this  author,  the  mature 
worms  and  their  eggs  are  coughed  out  of  the 
throat  of  the  infested  fowl,  and  the  disease  is 
spread  by  its  associates  picking  them  up  along 
with  their  food  or  by  drinking  water  in  which 
the  eggs  may  have  hatched  into  larvae.  No  sug- 
gestion is  allowed  of  any  intermediate  host.  Mr. 
H.  D.  Walker,  in  an  apparently  carefully  pre- 
pared paper  on  this  subject  (Bulletin  Buffalo 
Society  Natural  Sciences,  v.,  pp.  49-71, 1886)  de- 
tails many  experiments  which  he  has  tried,  and 
several  of  them  point  very  strongly  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  earth  worm  may  in  many  cases, 
play  a  part  in  the  distribution  of  the  pest.  The 
embryos  have  been  found  living  in  the  earth 
worm  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  earth  worms 
from  infested  localities,  when  fed  to  chickens, 
almost  invariably  produce  the  disease.  Dr. 
Walker  has  also  produced  the  disease  in  robins, 
and  claims  to  have  found  the  embryo  of  the  lung 
worm  of  calves  (Strangylus  micrurvs)  in  the 
earth  worm. 
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Send  for  circular.  Marl  . . 
JJJ      for  chicks  or  fowls  sent 
by  mail. 
Price,  25  Cents. 
107  S.  EIGHTH  ST.. 
Philadelphia.  P:>. 


Hot  Water  for  Lice, 


We  received  the  following  from  Mrs.  D.  J. 
Hinkley.  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  who  says: 

"As  the  many  friends  of  your  valuable  little 
paper  are  occasionally  sending  notes,  I  have  one  I 
consider  of  great  importance.  It  is  now  the  time 
of  year  when  our  feathered  pets  need  our  very 
careful  attention.  They  cannot  do  well  in  filthy 
or  vermin-infested  homes.  After  using  gallons 
of  coal  oil,  pounds  of  sulphur  and  tobacco,  fumi- 
gating, I  have  found  out  that  scalding  water, 
with  very  little  trouble  and  no  expense,  does  the 
business.  1  take  washing.as  it  is  most  convenient. 
I  fill  my  boiler  with  the  water  when  through 
washing,  and,  when  hot  enough  to  kill  insect 
life,  take  my  garden  water  pot.  remove  the 
sprinkler,  as"the  lint  from  the  clothes  will  soon 
prevent  the  water  from  running  through,  and 
scald  the  sides,  perches,  and  of  course  the  Hum- 
or earth  get  the  hot  water  too.  You  will  find 
them  beautifully  less  every  week.  In  a  little 
while  they  are  hard  to  find  at  all.  For  the  body 
lice  I  use  insect  powder  one  part,  flour  four 
parts.   Get  a  little  bellows  (they  are  kept  in  all 

I  drug  stores  for  10  cents)  and  blow  it  among  the 

I  feathers,  particularly  on  hens  with  young  chicks. 

I  Do  this  at  night,  when  they  are  going  to  bed. 

;  The  chicks  crawling  under  the  mother  get  the 
powder  too. 


An  elegant  large  package  extra  fine.  Assorted  Rib- 
bons, (Job  lot, )  different  widths,  in  all  the  latest  fash- 
ionable shades:  adapted  for  Bonnet  Strings,  Neck- 
wear, Scarfs,  Trimming  for  Hats  and  Dresses,  Bows, 
Fancy  Work,  etc.  Sent  by  mail  for  only  25c.,  three 
packages  for  60c—  SPECIAL :— We  will  give 
double  the  amount  of  anv  other  firm  in  America  if 
you  will  send  us  the  names  and  P.O.  address  of  ten 
newly  married  ladies  when  ordering.  No  pieces  less 
than  one  yard  in  lermth.    Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Knickerbocker  Specialty  Co.,  New  York. 

I|F  <P  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
Bke  St  returns.    No  indelicacy.  Neither 


P 


knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles — especially  constipation — cur- 
ed like  mafric.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asimpleremedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St.,  N.  Y 


DO  YOU  WANT  A  DOG  |  I 


UUG  BUttKi  UUIUfc. 

Colored  plate3,  lOO  engravings  I 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are  | 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 
.Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
237  S.  Eighth  Gt.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  j 


Sorghum  seed  is  excellent  for  poultry,  and  as 
it  thrives  well  on  sandy  soil  it  may  be  grown  for 
poultry  food,  not  as  a  general  crop,  but  to  sup- 
ply a  small  proportion  of  feed  as  a  variety. 


Never  use  whitewash  in  the  stables  or  hen- 
houses, unless  carbolic  acid  is  added  to  it,  as  a 
single  application  of  the  mixture  is  better  than 
two  or  three  applications  of  the  whitewash  alone. 


ON  30  DAYS'  TRIAL. 

  THIS  NEW 

jjsho  muss 

'  Has  a  fad  ditferent  from  all 
others,  is  cup  shape,  with  Self- 
adjusting  Ball  in  center, adapts 
itself  to  all  pesitions  of  the 
body  while  the  ball  in  the  cup 
1  presses  back  the  intes- 

-~   -^r  fines  \v  t  as  a  person 

does  With  thefinger.  With  light  pressure  the  Her- 
nia is  held  securely  day  and  night,  and  a  radical  cure 
certain.  It  is  easy,  durable  and  cheap.  Sent  by  mail.  Cir- 
culars free.  EGQLESTON  TRUSS  CO.,  Chicago,  I1U 

THERMOSTATIC 

2TCTJBAT0H! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 


33.  JS„  RE1STWICK, 

19  Park  Place,  „  New  York. 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak'/  Stan- 
dard Roofine  is 
Cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

L.  F.  SWAN, 
38  Dey  Street, 
New  York. 
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The  Broiler  Plea. 

BY  A.  BROILER,  ESQ. 

I  am  a  little  -'broiler-'  running  on  the  ground. 
Soon  w  ill  come  the  spoiler  and  send  me  off  to 
town. 

A  man's  imagination  pondered  long  on  incuba- 
tion, 

Deeming  mother  hen  too  slow  for  making  "broil- 
ers'" grow. 

Everv  dav  his  thoughts  grew  deeper,  'til  he 

bought  a  Poultry  Keeper. 
Then  this  cruel  agitator  made  a  P.  K.  incubator. 
Then  he  nearly  broke  his  legs  hunting  round  to 

find  good  eggs : 
Placed  them  in  it  row  by  row  thinking  it  a  pretty 

show. 

Creak,  squeak,  creak,  squeak,  went  the  door  the 

next  three  weeks; 
Every  night  a  strong,  bright  light  fell  on  curious 

neighbor's  sight. 
Rumor  said  "he's  turned  astronomer,"  while  he 

only  watched  the  thermometer, 
Scaning  'it.  on  bended  knee,  to  see  it  kept  one 

hundred  and  three. 

Ascream  almost  escaped  his  lips  when  the  eggs 

began  to  "chip : 
To  his  friend  the  message  sent — "I've  hatched 

to-day  just  ninety  per  cent". 
Of  that  number  I  made  one,  brought  into  the 

world  "for  fun."' 
Laid  me  in  a  warm  old  skirt,  covered  up  with  a 

flannel  shirt. 

Kept  me  there  until  I  "dried,"  every  gleam  of 

light  denied; 
To  the  rules  he  did  conform  and  put  me  in  a 

"brooder"  warm. 
Every  day  was  fed  with  care,  given  water,  light 

"and"  air. 

When  on  the  "mother"  I  did  hop  heard  him  say 
"lhat's  a  Plymouth  Kock." 

Ten  days  were  kept  in  that  warm  place,  then 

snatched  entirely  off  our  base  : 
In  a  basket  we  were  tumbled,  while  everything 

seemed  sort  of  jumbled. 
Down  the  stairs  and  out  the  door  our  cruel  owner 

quickly  tore ; 
"Don't  want  them  now  to  take  a  cold,  these  little 

chicks  just  ten  days  old." 

Next  he  opened  a  little  door  and  put  us  all  down 

on  the  floor ; 
Frightened,  scared,  around  we  ran,  'now  grow 

as  fast  as  ever  you  can." 
Daily  brought  us  wheat,  corn,  oats,  until  we  fairly 

packed  our  throats ; 
Gave  us  water  from  a  "fountain"  that  looked 

like  a  great  stoneware  mountain. 

Fed  us  onion,  beet  and  carrot,  while  he  chatted 

like  a  parrot 
About  his  knowing  now  "the  way  to  make  the 

little  broilers  pay." 
Gave  us  worms  and  sand  and  sun.  in  a  two  inch 

wire  net  "run". 
"Six  by  twenty"  I  heard  him  call  to  a  neighbor 

on  the  wall. 

Visitors  came  on  us  to  call,  young  and  old.  great 
and  small : 

Talked  of  cholera,  gapes  and  roup  when  any  of 

us  seemed  to  droop. 
Gave  us  iron  and  paregoric  when  we  had  a  touch 

of  colic ; 

When  our  legs  seemed  very  weak,  poked  the 
bone  meal  in  our  beak. 

When  the  weeks  had  numbered  nine  the  verdict 

was  we  looked  "quite  fine ;" 
And  fifty — each  a  pound  and  a  quarter,  this  wick- 

ed'man  did  cruelly  slaughter. 
In  a  large  and  open  shed  the  deed  was  done — 

they  all  were  bled. 
Two  giants  then,  with  fingers  quick,  the  feathers 

off  them  all  did  pick. 

The  rest  of  us  have  held  a  meeting,  at  which 

there  was  considerable  speaking; 
They  selected  me  to  act  as  speaker  to  Jacobs  of 

the  Poultry  Keeper. 
To  protest  for  the  sake  of  common  decency 

against  this  slaughter  in  our  infancy 
To  please  the  palate  of  some  old  sinner  who  wants 

a  "broiler"  for  his  dinner. 

MORAL. 

Advise  your  readers,  with  money  and  time,  to 

take  a  trip  o'er  the  ocean's  brine. 
To  settle  and  raise  the  kangaroo,  in  the  far  off 
land  of  Timbuctoo. 
[The  plea  is  a  good  one.  but  you  would  be 
roasted  and  cooked  before  the  plea  could  be 
heard.  Broilers  should  be  quick,  short  and 
sweet.— Ed.] 


thinking  that  it  would  not  hatch  in  that  condi- 
tion, laid  the  egg  out  doors  on  the  window-sill, 
facing  the  south.  The  days  were  warm,  but  the 
nights,  were  very  cold.  Three  days  after  I  found 
the  egg  w  here  she  had  left  it.  and  to  my  surprise 
found  the  little  thing  alive  and  kicking.  Bring- 
ing it  to  the  lady,  I  said  that  it  had  grown  a 
great  deal  since  she  put  it  there.  Before  I  was 
aware  that  it  was  alive,  I  picked  away  the  shell 
and  made  it  bleed,  so  that  it  died.  That  con- 
vinces me  that  an  egg  can  become  cold  and  then 
hatch  out  all  right,  but  I  always  supposed  that  if 
a  hen  left  her  nest  long  enough  for  the  eggs  to 
get  cold  that  they  would  all  be  spoiled. 


PEKIX  DLCK  EGGS-Rankin's  stock  direct?!.  50 
per  13,  $2.50  per  26:  Mam.  B.  Turkev  eggs  Si  per 
9,  (torn  40  lbs.,  hens  18  to  20):  Minorcas.  TV  .P.  Rock, 
L.  B's,  Lang's,  etc.   Send  4c.  for  60-page  catalogue. 
MICHIGAN  POULTRY  FARM,  Saline,  Mich. 


Testing  Eggs  in  Water. 

Major  Butler,  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Rifles,  gives 
the  following  simple  rules  for  finding  out  the 

1  condition  of  eggs:  In  order  to  ascertain  the  con-  [ 

j  dition  of  an  egg,  the  simplest  plan  is  to  place  it  | 

j  in  cold  water  (lukewarm  if  required  afterwards 
for  sitting).  A  perfectly  fresh  egg  sinks,  and  ! 
lies  on  its  side.  A  slightly-incubated  egg  sinks. 

!  but  stands  up  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  on  its 
small  end.  An  incubated  egg— say  after  it  has  J 
been  set  upon  a  week,  or  a  day  or  two  longer— 

|  floats  large  end  uppermost,  but  low  in  the  water. 

i  An  egg  much  incubated  floats  also,  and  in  the 

;  same  position  as  the  last,  but  higher  out  of 
water.  If  the  embryo  is  living,  if  watched  when  i 

'  placed  in  lukewarm  water.the  egg  will  be  observ- 
ed to  move  occasionally,  like  a  float  bobbing 
when  a  fish  is  nibbling  at  the  bait,  and  placing  I 
the  egg  in  warm  water  will  not  injure  the 
chicken  inside.  Addled  eggs  rattle  when  shaken  I 
as  if  full  of  water,  and  float,  but  with  either  end 
upw  ards :  but  when  the  contents  become  dried 
up.  as  in  the  case  of  stale  eggs  they  float  also, 
but  usually  out  of  the  perpendicular — i.  e.,  in- 
clining to  one  side,  and  invariably  in  the  same 
position— that  is,  always  the  same  side  upwards. 
The  reason  that  incubated  and  addled  egtrs  I 
float  is  obvious  enough.  As  incubation  proceeds 
the  aii-ehamber  at  the  large  end.  which  at  first 
is  very  small,  increases  gradually  day  by  day  as 
the  egg  becomes  hard-set;  and  the  larger  the 
air-chamber  gets,  the  higher  naturally  the  egg 
floats  on  the  surface  of  the  water.    Addled  eggs 

'  float  on  either  end,  because  the  contents  are 
loose  and  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  shell,  which- 
ever way  the  egg  may  be  held. leaving  a  vacuum 
at  the  opposite  end.  in  consequence  of  which  the 

i  egg  floats.  Stale  eggs,  w  hen  the  contents  have  | 
become  dry.  naturally  float  with  that  side  down- 

I  wards  to  which  the  yolk  adheres. 


-3".   3D.   KTE  VIUS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Btiff  Coch- 
ins. Fekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Tnrkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  I  ever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Lighr  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
S3. 00  per  13:  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
|5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minowas.  jjj  per  13.    Write  for  wants. 

H:AVE  YOJLSEEN  IT, 

What?  Why  the  best  weekl  v  poultrv  paper  publish- 
ed. Gives  all  the  latest  poultry  news,  plenty  of  good 
practical  matter,  handsomely  illustrated.  300  or  more 
pages  yearly.  Already  hasa  circulation  of  5, 000  copies 
weeklv.  Advertising  rates  very  low.  Send  TEN 
CEXTS  for  3  MONTHS  trial  trip?  Addressand  men- 
tion Keeper. 

THE  POI  LTKY  MIDGET,  Chicago,  111.  - 
Keeper  and  Midget  one  year  75c. 

-KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLEXVILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFFASD  SCOTC  H 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


PRESTON'S  WYANOOTTES! 

20  Snpcrb  Breeding:  Pens. 
EGGS  S3.00  PER  13;  85.00  PER  26. 


s 


ID  COXGER,  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Rocks  and  Wyaudottes.  Send  for  cir. 


EGGS  from  the  finest  of  Langshans,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  Brown  Leghorns  at  s2  per  13, 
$5 per  39.  Mammoth  circular  FRKE.  If  you  want  a 
grand  poultry  book  with  3  full-page  chromos  send  50 
cent*  for  Preston's  Wyandotte  Gazette  to 

GEO.  A.  PRESTOX,  Binghamton,  X.  Y. 

I HELL  g* 
NCUBATOK 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


PADCC1  Save  your  chickens  from  premature  death. 
uHltO!  Worths  successfully  extracted  bymeausof. 
a  ma:hin;     Send  fcr  i:ruilar  giving  full  particular: 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded.  Good 
references. 

CHAS.  D.  POTTER,  Xoblesville,  Ind. 

4     A.  BORLAXD.  Canonsbnrg.  Pa. 

Breeder  of  Wyaudottes,  P.  Rut  ks.  B.  Javas,  B. 
B.  I?.  Games.    Eggs  ?2  per  13.  Satisfact'nguaiant'd. 


FM.  Ml'XGER, 
.  DeKALR.  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialtv  of  Wyaudottes.  1'lyiiu.iiiii  liorks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1SS6,  showing  matings.  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won:  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House:  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrynien.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fow  ls.  Mine  imported  Scotch  Ter- 
rier Pups  for  sale. 


-:JJE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS:-  1 

On  pure,  fresh  EGGS  for  hatching,  from  Standard 
Wyandottes,  Langshans.  Plymouth  Bocks  and  Rose 
anil  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  at  $2  per  13,  S3  per 
26,  and  guarantees  fair  hatch.  Fine  cockerels  for 
sale.  Send  for  circular.  JOE  GRAVES,  Ameri- 
can Express  Agent,  Rlack  River,  X.  V. 

nfiPCI  Setters,  Hounds,  Pointers,  Spaniels,  Grey- 
UUUO!  hounds  and  Pugs. 
WESTERN  FANCIERS  AGENCY,  St.  Louis, Mo.  j 

E  The  price  of  eggs  from  my  standard  bred  egg-  E  1 
G  producing  strain  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  after  tins  G 
G  date,  will  be  si. 00  for  26  to  all  who  mention  the  G 
S    POULTRY  KEEPER.  S 

GEORGE  DITTOS, 
South  Ballston,  Sew  York. 

FOR  SALE— House,  barn,  green  house,  three  acres 
land,  high  and  low  ground,  suitable  for  nursery  or 
poultry  business,  with  houses,  brooders  and  trade 
started.  J.L.HUXTLEY.Millville,  Cum.  Co.,  N,  J. 

EXCELSIOR  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 
Champions  of  the  east  and  west.  Highest  honors 
at  Meriden,  Ct.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.    Send  for  new  ill- 
ustrated price  list.  _  „_ 
SCUDDER  &  TOWXSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.Y. 


SUPF',£| 


Bone  Meal.  Oyster  Shell.  Wire  Xettine,  Eegine, 
Monarch  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue. P.  H.  SPRAGI  E, 

178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  ILL 


FOR  SALE.— Eggs  from  2  yards  each  of  as  fine 
Plymouth  Rock  and  Langshan  fowls  a;,  there  is  in 
America.  Send  tor  new  circular. 

H.  A.  BR  A  DS II A  \\.  Lebanon.  Ind. 

E.  R.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
Ferrets.  Guinea 
i  P  i  gs.  Lop-Eared 
ssaud  Common  Rab- 
sgaagSNss  .its.   Send  2 1-cent 
imps  for  circu- 

N  OK  WALK,  OHIO. 


P ROCKS  and  Light  Brahma  Eggs  s2:  from 
.  stock  taking  1st  prize  at  N.  Y.    E.  H.  STON  E, 
Adams  Express  Agent,  New  Hartford,  Conn. 


What  an  Egg  Will  Do. 

James  Lafremere,  Peabody,  Mass., sends  us  the 
following: — I  will  tell  you  a  pretty  tough  chicken 
story  to  believe,  but  true  nevertheless.  An  egg 
was  broken  under  a  hen,  three  or  four  days  be- 
fore it  was  time  for  them  to  hatch,  and  the  lady 


C.  B.  FANT,  p1?eL  WRIGHT  CITY,  WO. 

Breeds  prize  P.  Bocks.  Wyaudottes.  Light  Brahmas. 
I  I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.; 

they  have  an  average  score  of  MM,  which  makes  them 
i  the"  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Social  express  rates. 
|  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

[T.  Brahmas  and  Wyaudottes.    First-class  stock. 
J  Eggs  $1.30  per  13.    EZRA  KSTI.ER,  Oxford.  N.J. 


W.  F.  B.  SPANISH  ^w^nTlnd-  C 


J.  BEXXETT, 


Monarcli  Incutoator. 


This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  X.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  J40,  at  Waltham.  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       JAS.  KASKIS,  Soath  Easton,  Ma«k 


1887. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


239 


CHOICE  LANGSHAN  EGGSS1  a  dozen.  Sandy- 
cboft  Breeding  Farm,  Box  3,  Milford,  Del. 

W Leghorn  Eggs,  superior  laying  strain.  Price 
•  $1.00  per  13.   D.  F.  Russell.  West  Lenox,  Pa. 

HITEP.  ROCKS,  Wyandottes  and  P.  Cochin 
Eggs.     S.  H.  BEARDSLEY,  Zanesville,  O. 


w 


B 
W 


LACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

LEGHORNS,  (Knapp& Jacobs  strain).  Eggs 
$1  per  13.   Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lansdale,  Pa. 


yandotte  Eggs  $2  per  26,  also  B.  Turkey  and  P. 
buck  eggs.  Cir.  J.  S.  Shoemaker,  Dakota,  111. 


HL.  SHELBY,  Reddick,  Illinois. 
•  Bree<ier  of  Fine  Poultry. 

JHAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa., 
•  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 

B lanrhard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass, 

MAMMOTH  IMPERIAL  PEKIN  DUCKS,  W. 
Holland  Turkeys,  White  African  Guineas.  Eggs 
$2  per  setting.    E.  H.  STONE,  New  Hartford, Conn. 


FOR  LIGHT  BRAHMAS  address, 
ELMER  E.  MIIGC,  Dundee,  Mich. 
Eggs  $2.00  per  13,  $5.00  per  39. 


White:   pitmohth   rocks,  choice 
stock.    Eggs  $3  per  13,  So  per  26. 
W.  P.  SOKHItf,  Monmouth,  Maine. 


"TTT"  AND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecceurs, recent 
VV  •  importations;  W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.  T.  Thomas,  Whitford,  Pa. 

WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.   Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes. 
Eggs,  S3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular. 

BLACK  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Lang- 
shans.   Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.    H.  A.  FULLER,  6 Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 


DCK  EGGS  in  any  quantity  to  fill  incubators. 
White  China  Geese  Eggs,  7  for  $1;  first-class 


Wyandottes  Si  per  13:  P.  Rocks 75c.  per  13. 

C.  F.  CROWELL  &  BRO.,  May's  Landing,  N.  J. 

BROWN:  AND  WHITE  R.  C.  LEGHORNS  and 
Langshans  from  No.  1.  prize-winning  stock. 
Eggs  SI .50  per  13;  discount  on  large  orders,  stock  for 
sale.  G.  A.  WILBER,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 


IGH-CLASS  Laced  Wyandotte  Eggs  51.50 per  13, 
$2. 50  per  26,  $3  per  39.  R.andS.  C.  VVh.  and  Br. 


H 

Leghorns,  Houdans,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  Lang- 
shans.    Eggs  SI  for  13.    L.  S.  SMITH,  Lisle,  N.  Y. 

A BAGWELL,  Sharp,  Ky..  Light  Brahmas, 
•  Langshans,  P.  Cochins.P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes, 
Houdans,  W.& B.  Leghorns,  P. Ducks  and  T.  Geese. 
Eggs  from  prize  winners  SI  .50,  others  SI. 


CPPQ  for  the  Incubator  at.  S2  for  5  dozens.  Eg 
LullO  from  select  stock  of  fowls,  Ply.  Rocks, 
C.  B.  Leghorn  and  Wyandotte  at  SI  for  13. 


Address, 


J.  W.  OLEWINE,  Cora,  Pa. 


U/UITP  PI  V  RflPlfQ  Headquarters.  Orders 
■Unlit  II- I.  nUUnO  for  eggs  now  received. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Circulars  free.  No  fowls 
for  sale.       WM.  T.  CREASY,  Catavvissa,  Penna. 


OAKWOOD  POULTRY  FARM— 1st  at  Baltimore, 
Gold  Medal  at  Atlanta:  30  prizes  this  season. 
Circular,  16  pages,  10  beautiful  illustrations,  finest  in 
the  world,  two  2c.  stamps. 

Office,  1920  G  Street,  Washington,  D.  C. 


High-class  Poultry  &  Pigeons,  prize  Langshans, 
Wyandottes,  P. Rocks, .lavas,  Legh'ns,  Houdans, 
Polish,  Ducks  and  Turkeys.  Get  the  best.  Prices  rea- 
sonable. Eggs  a  specialty,  S2  for  13.  Send  stamp  for 
illus.  circular.    R.  Vanderhoven,  Railway,  N.  J. 


WN.  CROFFIIT,  Ringhamton,  N.  v.. 
•  Veteran  breeder  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb 
Brown  Leghorns  and  White  Wyandottes.  B.  Leg- 
horn Eggs  ?3  per  13,  S5  per  26;  W.  Wyandotte  $5  per 
13.   Send  stamp  for  circular  and  mention  this  paper. 

PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  -'Garretford 
Poultry  Farm,  >'  Garretford,  Pa. 

TOPEKA  WYANDOTTE  YARDS.-Breeder 
of  Golden,  White  and  Laced  Wvandottes.  Laced 
Wyandotte  Eggs  for  sale.  Pen  No.  1,  S4:  No.  2, 
$2.50  per  13.    Chicks  for  sale  after  September  15. 

A.  GANDY,  206  Kansas  Ave.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

BOSE  FARM  POULTRY  YARDS-Stock  the  best 
the  land  affords.  Eggs  this  spring  from  choice 
strains  of  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  S.  C.  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Plymouth  Rocks  and  Light  Rrahmas  $2.00  per 
single  setting.  Circular  and  pricelist  of  Fowls,  Sup- 
plies and  Eggs  free.  Address, 

EDMUND  DICKEY,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 


TOLEDO  POULTRY  YARDS. 

JOHN  P.  CAHAN, 
Toledo,  -:- 


Lt.  Brahmas 
Langshans.  P. 
Rochs.  High- 
scoring  birds  my 
delight.  Send  for 
price  list  and  cir- 
Ohio.  cular  free.J 


RW.  SARGENT  &  SON,  Poultry  Fanciers 
•  and  Importers  Langshans.    Eggs  reduced  to  $3 
per  setting.    Our  W.  and  Bl.  Minorcas  have  won  94 

Srizes  in  the  U.  S.  the  past  show  season,  30  of  them  at 
oston.  Our  Courtes,  Pattes  an  La  Fleche  are  all 
prize  winners.  If  you  wish  information  send  for  cir- 
culars and  prize  list.  We  do  not  claim  the  best  birds, 
but  claim  the  Minorca  prize  record  this  season.  York- 
shire Terriers.  Kittery,  Maine. 


CHD  GUI  CI  Wyandottes,  L.  Rrahmas,  Bl. 
rUfl  OHLL!  and  B.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  R. 
Leghorns,  Langshans:  all  tirst-class  stand- 
ard young  stock.  Eggs  for  Hatching.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
gains in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  any  of 
them.     W.  II.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  ill. 


POULTRY  FOOD! 

AT  30  CENTS  A  BUSHEL. 


Every  poultry  raiser  should  feed  the  Combination 
Poultry  Food  which  all  can  make  at  home  at  acost  of 
30  cents  per  bushel.  This  is  no  experiment,  but  is  time- 
tried  and  thoroughly  tested.  The  receipt  and  right 
to  make  this  food  will  be  sent  to  any  address  in  the 
U.  S.  or  Canada  on  thereceiptof  only  One  Dollar. 

'THE  COMBINATION  FOOD  CO., 

Chautauqua  Co.,  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

BI.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Guineas,  Pekin  Ducks:   Eggs,  S2  per  13. 

N.  V.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  T5.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  B.  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  S3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Brahmas.  Pekin  Bantams:  Eggs  St. 
Iwonl81standspecialpremiv.msa.tN.  Y.,  Feb.  1S86. 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


YTrHITE  PUY.  ROCK  EGGS,  and  other  popular 
YV  varieties;  also  small  fruit  plants;  prices  low, 
send  for  cir.     L.  F.  OSBURN,  Jaeksontown,  Ohio. 


PLY.  ROCKS,  pure-bred  stock.  Cockerels  $1  to 
1  S2.  Egg^  $1  per  setting,  for  incubating  S3. 50  per 
100.     E.  B.  KETCHAM,  South  Haven,  Michigan. 


TP  you  want  to  see  the  South  through  a  Northern 
man's  eyes,  send  25c.  forayear's  subscription  to 
The  New  South,  Churchland,  Virginia. 


INCUBATORS  T£™li^Z° VP  Circular 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  S2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
1  j  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.  Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm;  15 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.O. Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   I.  A.  Alge,  Kirksville,  Mo. 


Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.   Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


nruwrn  pni  j.a.  railey  &  co.,Vet- 
UL llVCll,  l/UL  erau  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.  Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886.  Eggs  $3  ^13;  $5  $  26. 


KHAPP  BEOS., 

WHITE  LEGHORNS 

 AND  

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 


Make  another  sweeping  record  at  the  great 

Boston  Show,  Jan.  1887,  where  over  2000  America's 
finest  birds  were  in  competiton.  We  exhibited  First 
and  Second  Highest  Scoring  breeding  pen  on 
exhibition,  15  birds  wit  h  an  average  score  of  96  points. 
Winning  32  prizes  on  9  entries,  including  two  silver 
cups,  the  grand  special  for  best  collection  and 
every  cash  special  offered  on  these  two  varieties. 

At  the  Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan.  11  to  14,  we  were 
awarded  every  premium  and  special  on  both  our 
varieties  (except  one)  and  theS30  special  for  largest 
and  best  display. 

Our  White  Leghorns  still  stand  at  the  head, 
Champions  of  the  World,  and  have  won  more 
1st  Sweepstake  and  Special  Prizes  than  all 
other  strains  combined  at  the  five  greatest  shows  ever 
held  in  America.  Choice  Breeding  Stock  at  all 
times.  75  Selected  Cockerels  at  low  prices  for 
quality.  EGGS  from  our  Prize  Winners  S3  per 
13,  $5  per  26:  60  eggs  $10. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  is  unsurpassed. 
Every  1st  prize  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  State  Fair,  every  1st 
and  2d  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  every  1st,  2d  and  special 
at  Central  N.  Y.  Show.  At  Boston  1st  and  special 
on  breeding  pen,  1st,  silver  cup  and  special  on  cock, 
(refused  S50  for  this  bird),  1st  and  4th  on  pullet  and  2d 
on  cockerel. 

Eggs  Per  13. 

Send  stamp  for  our  1887  illustrated  circular  giving 
full  information  and  highest  prize  record 

ever  won  by  any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 

Koxr.A.:r»aE»  bros., 

BOX  501.  FABIUS,  N.  Y. 


White  Wyandottes  S3,  P.  Rocks, R.C.B. Leghorns, 
S.S.Hamburgs,  B.B.  Reds,  Ir. Greys  and  Heath- 
wood  Games,  P. and  Cay.  Ducks.    Eggs  $1  per  13. 

C.  D.  SMITH,  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  P.  Rocks  and 
S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.  Eggs  $2  per  13.  Angorine,  best 
tonic  and  egg  food  out,  25  cents  per  pound.  We  man- 
ufacture the  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator  with  Lamp 
Attachment  ,  100  egg  size,  S20.  Plans  of  Lamp  attach- 
ment, $1.   Tested  thermometers,  $1. 

TOPEKA,  KANSAS. 


BR.  KNAPP'S  ROSE  COMR  WHITE 
•  LEGHORNS  prize  winners  at  N.  Y.  City, 
Feb.,  1886.  1st  on  pen,  1st  on  pair,  2  specials.  At 
Central  N.  Y.  Show,  Jan,  14,  1887,  every  prize  enter- 
ed for,  5  regular,  8  specials.  At  great  Boston  Show, 
Jan.  19-26,  1887,  7  regular,  7  specials,  every  prize  en- 
tered for.  Send  for  Eggs  and  Stock  where  you  can 
get  the  best.  25  cockerels  for  sale.  Prices  reasonable; 
eggs  S3  per  13,  S5  per  26.        CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


CHAS  I  BARNES  j?re?deroflJi?n"s?oringLti 


,  Brahmas,  Langshans  and 
Pekin  Ducks.  Lt.  Brahlna  and  Langshan  eggs  S2  per 
13,  S5per40;  Pekin  Duck  eggs  $1.50  per  9,  S3  per  27, 
Send  for  circular  giving  premiums  now  and  descrip- 
tion of  breeding  pens  for  1887. 
Corner  Oak  and  Water  Sts. 


TOLEDO,  OHIO. 


MINORCAS 


IMPORTED  ENGLISH, 
Price-List  Free. 
I  HAD    nrif  111  AND  ROUEN  DUCK  EGGS, 
I  III  r  .  rCMn      81  Per  Doz..  86  Per  100. 

WYANDOTTES  a"d  ^SIXX^™ 

B.  R.  BLACK,  Box  lO.Mullica  Hill,  N.  J. 


DO  NOT  DELAY, 

But  send  at  once  for  eggs  of  the  Logan  Strain  of 
WYANDOTTES. 

None  better  in  America.    $3.00  for  13  Eggs,  or 

$5.00  for  26. 
J.  C.  BRIDGE,  LOGANSPORT,  IND. 


CANVASSERS— 100  per  cent,  can  be  made  selling 
an  article  of  merit.    Send  stamp  for  circular  to 
C.  S.  CRAIN,  Agent, 
52  Kiiby  Street,  Roston,  Mass. 


EXPRESS  PREPAID  -On  two  or  more  set- 
tings of  Eggs  from  premium  stock.  Y&::,  Light 
Brahmas,  Black  and  White  Cochins,  Black  Javas, 
Langshans  and  Pekin  Ducks  S2  per  13;  S3. 75  per  26.  A 
fair  hatch  warranted.  Reference,  "The  Farmers' 
National  Bank  of  this  citv." 

G.  F.  DOOL1TTLE,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


Niagara  River  Poultry  Yards. 

Mammoth      )  Large  as  turkeys;  Prizewinners 
Light  Rrahmas/ at  Titusville,  Toronto,  Guelph 
exclusively.    )  and  London,  Ont .  ;Baldwinsville 
and  Rochester,  N.  Y.   Eggs  S2  per  13.   Send  for  free 
circular.    CHAS.  H.  AKERLEY,  Tonawanda,  N .  Y. 


-VT  B.  DANA,  Radnor,  Del.  Co..  Pa., 

•  Breeds  the  best  Rronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


/  •  EORGE  R.  BLAKELY, 

V  X  Man'frof  RUBBER  STAMPS. 

Send  for  samples. 
BRADFORD,       McKEAN  CO.,  PENNA. 


Oil  I/O  I  A  large  package  of  nice,  bright  pieces 
VII  K  \  I  of  very  pretty  silk  for  Crazy  Patch- 
OILIXw  I  work.  etc.  Mailed  postpaid  for  only 
20cts.,  3  packages  for  50  cents  (assorted).  Address, 
SPECIALTY  CO.,  Box  688,  New  York. 


KIND  FRIENDS— Please  do  not  pass  us  by,  for  our 
stock  is  unsurpassed  this  season.   Send  for  cir- 
cular of  Wyandottes,  Mot.  Javas,  L.  Brahmas,  G.  S. 
Bantams,  P.  Rocks,  S.S. Hamburgs,  M.  B.and  W.  H. 
Turkeys,  Grant  Tou.  Geese,  P.  and  Muscovy  Ducks. 
Address,  HARRIS  &  N  EFF,  Businessburg,  Ohio. 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS  ONLY. 
Winners  at  Chicago,  1885  and  1886;  and  at  St.  Louis, 
1886.    Choice  young  and  old  stock  for  sale;  all  raised 
on  farms.    None  better.    Eggs  in  season.    Send  for 
circular.   P.O.  address, 

3125   DEARRORN  ST.,   CHICAGO,  ILL., 


$2.00  rOI^L  13  EG&I5. 

Over  20  Grand  Breeding  Pens  High-class  Specimens. 

of  the  most  popular  strains. 
Wyandottes,  Langshans,  L.  Rrahmas,  Ply. 
Rocks,  R.  and  S.  C.  Rrown  and  R.  C.  W. 
Leghorns,   Dominiques,  Pit  Games 
and  R.  B.  Bed  Game  Bantams. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  on  chicks.  Merit,  thispaper. 
No  circulars.         A.  H.  LANG,  TOLEDO,  O. 


$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  l  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCCST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,  ....  Newark,  Ohio. 


TF  YOU  WANT  AN  INCURATOR,  or  any- 
JL  thing  in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Dev  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLARK,  Manager. 
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June, 


INQUIRIES. 

E.  H.  S.,  Duluth,  Minn— 1.  I  have  a  house  8x 
10  feet  which  I  am  thinking  of  dividing  into  two 
parts  making  each  pen  5x8  feet.  How  many 
fowls  could  I  put  in  each  pen  without  crowding 
in  winter  ?  2.  Are  the  White  Cochins  as  good 
layers  as  the  rest  of  the  Cochin  tribe  and  are 
they  too  heavy  for  sitters  ? 

1.  It  is  not  too  small  for  a  cock  and  10  hens  in 
each.  2.  They  are  about  the  same  except  in 
color. 

E.  C,  Verbeek,  Kan— Let  me  know  if  the  Dan- 
delion to  feed  to  young  turkeys  is  the  common 
growing  wild. 

Yes,  the  ordinary  wild  Dandelion,  if  cut  very 
young,  is  the  kind. 

E.  F.  W.,  La  Grange,  111.— In  your  next  num- 
ber please  tell  me  who  introduced  the  Houdans 
in  this  country  ?  I  am  informed  that  Halstert,  of 
Eye,  N.  Y.,  did,  and  others  in  Connecticut  claim 
it.  What  strain  do  you  consider  the  best? 

It  is  uncertain  who  brought  them  over  first. 
There  is  no  difference  in  the  strains. 

A.  W.  C.  Hopkinton,  Mass.— Please  inform 
me  w  hat  kind  of  Bantams  are  the  prettiest  and 
smallest.  I  see  Bantams'  advertisement  in  your 
paper,  and.  not  being  acquainted  with  them  nor 
know  what  they  look  like,  I  ask  for  information. 

We  regard  the  Sebrights  as  very  pretty,  and 
the  E.  C.  Black  and  Games  as  the  smallest. 

H.  F.  P.,  Eiverside,  California.— In  what  form, 
shape  and  condition  is  it  best  to  feed  lime  to 
poultry?  Would  unused  mortar  or  plaster  from 
the  walls  of  a  house  be  good?  Do  any  other 
poultry  but  laying  hens  need  it?  Is  it  any  bene- 
fit to  little  chickens? 

There  is  always  enough  lime  in  the  food  if  the 
Jlowls  are  properly  fed.  All  kinds  eat  it  in  any 
form.  Ground  bone  is  the  best.  Next  shells. 
Mortar  or  any  other  gritty  substance  is  excel- 
lent. Gravel  should  be  used  also.  Give  it  to 
■chicks  as  well  as  to  fowls. 

X..  Canton,  Dl.— Will  you  please  tell  me  what 
is  the  remedy  for  hens  which  seem  to  break  their 
eggs  before  laying?  I  have  had  a  very  fine  L.  B. 
hen  die.  I  noticed  an  egg  skin  hanging  to  her, 
and  soon  after  this  was  seen  she  died. 

It  happens  from  several  causes.  If  the  hen  is 
fat  jumping  from  a  high  roost,  or  injury,  as  well 
as  being  in  company  with  a  very  heavy  male, 
may  have  caused  it.  Quiet  and  rest  is  the  best 
remedy. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Hall,  Niantic,  111.— Can  you  tell  me 
where  1  will  And  sale  for  Peafowl  feathers? 

Can  some  of  our  readers  inform.  We  give  full 
address. 

M.  W.,  Kingsville.  0.— Please  tell  in  your  next 
issue  what  is  the  matter  witli  my  Plymouth  Rock 
hens.  They  die  one  at  a  time,  they  commence 
to  droop,  and  combs  become  pale,  yet  they  eat 
well.  I  remove  them  as  soon  as  noticed  to  a 
coop  by  themselves  but  they  die  within  a  month 
or  two. 

Look  on  heads  and  necks  for  large  body  lice. 
If  any  grease  heads  and  necks  with  lard  and 
dust  insect  powder  in  the  feathers  of  the  body. 

R.  B.  H.,  New  Albany,  Ind.— Please  answer  in 
next  paper  the  cause  of  the  legs  of  chickens 
swelling  up  and  getting  very  rough ;  and  state 
cure. 

It  is  scabby  leg,  caused  by  a  parasite. 
Anoint. once  a  week,  with  two  parts  lard  and  one 
part  crude  petroleum. 

L.  C  ,  Moscow,  Pa— Will  you  please  inform 
me  how  soon  eggs  will  get  chilled  for  hatching  ? 

It  depends  on  severity  of  the  weather.  Some- 
times they  will  get  chilled  in  five  minutes. 

H.  W.,  Port  Arthur,  Can.— Please  answer  in 
paper  if  young  duck  eggs  hatch  the  first  year, 
and  if  it 'is  common  for  ducks  to  lay,  say  2  days 
following  and  then  stop  for  three  days.  Should 
they  have  lots  of  meat,  and  what  is  the  best 
feed  for  them,  being  last  year's  ducks? 

Eggs  from  young  ducks  will  hatch  if  the  birds 
are  not  too  fat,  which  is  probably  the  case  with 
yours.  Feed  less  grain,  and  more  bulky  food. 
Give  plenty  of  lean  meat. 

W.  W,  F.,  Angelica.  N.  Y.— I  have  three  tur- 
keys laying  in  one  nest.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as 
to  tell  liie  how  I  am  going  to  set  them  ? 

Unless  you  can  make  them  satisfied  in  some 
other  location,  when  separated,  you  will  have  to 
"break  up"  two  of  them. 

W.  J.  M.,  Quebec— What  is  the  matter  with 


my  Black  Spanish?  They  were  laying  well ;  then 
they  commenced  to  eat  their  eggs  and  to  lay  soft 
eggs  under  the  roost  at  night,  and  now  they  are 
the  same  as  in  the  Fall,  when  they  are  moulting. 
They  are  quite  naked. 

Fowls  need  exercise,  and  are  too  highly  fed. 
Most  of  the  trouble  is  due  to  acquired  vice.  The 
nakedness  is  due  to  their  pulling  feathers.  Re- 
move the  guilty  hens  from  the  others. 

J.  S.,  Rough  and  Ready,  Pa..— 1  would  like  to 
invest  about  $100  or  $125  in  preserving  eggs  this 
summer.  Do  you  think  the  sulphur  process  is  a 
safe  one  to  make  the  investment? 

We  would  not  advise  any  one  to  do  more  than 
experiment  at  first.  The  sulphur  process  colors 
the  shells  a  little.  Try  keeping  eggs  in  a'  cool 
place,  and  turn  them  half  over  twice  a  week.  No 
packing  is  necessary.  Put  them  simply  on  a 
shelf  or  on  rollers.  Infertile  eggs  keep  better 
than  those  that  will  hatch. 

T.  G.  B.— Will  the  Poultry  Keeper  kindly 
state  whether  eggs  from  White  China  Geese  one 
year  old  will  hatch?  I  have  a  last  year's  goose, 
mated  with  a  two-year-old  gander,  that  has 
layed  constantly  since  February  25th,  but  her 
eggs  are  not  fertile.  A  neighbor  had  exactly 
the  same  experience  with  a  pair  of  young  geese 
of  same  breed  last  year. 

Eggs  from  young  geese  cannot  he  depended 
upon,  as  they  do  not  hatch  well.  A  goose  should 
be  in  her  second  year  (about  twenty  months  old) 
before  her  eggs  should  he  used  for  hatching. 


He  Wants  a  Tarred  Paper  House. 

Is  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  answer  a  letter  like 
the  following,  which  comes  from  Mr.  J.Mitchell, 
Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  asks : 

I  wish  to  build  a  poultry  house  next  season 
and  would  like  a  little  advice.  I  want  it  for 
warmth,  dryness,  and  utility,  not  elegance.  Can 
you  help  me  out  ? 

Now,  if  Mr.  M.  wishes  warmth,  dryness,  util- 
ity, and  cheapness  without  elegance,  the  best 
thing  he  can  do  is  to  use  2  and  3-ply  tarred  paper. 
A.  F.  Swan  &  Co.,  38  Dey  St„  New  York  City,  N. 
Y.,  sends  plans  for  such  houses,  which'  are  made 
of  their  standard  roofing.  We  suggest  it  be- 
cause we  have  tried  it. 


Was  It  Lice  on  Them. 

Mr.  George  S.  Murphy,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  sends 
us  a  letter  describing  some  symptoms  that  we 
lay  before  our  readers,  as  we  wish  to  call  their 
attention  to  such  cases.  Mr.  Murphy  says: 

WTould  like  to  know  at  once  what  is  the  matter 
with  my  chicks.  About  five  weeks  old  they  seem 
to  droop  a  few  days,  get  very  poor,  although  eat 
heartily  most  all  the  while,  and  finally  die.  Some 
of  them  seem  to  die  with  a  packed  or  tight  crop. 
I  feed  middlings  and  meal,  and  scraps  from 
table  in  the  first  part  of  the  day,  and  grain  in 
the  afternoon,  plenty  of  sand,  oyster  shells,  lime 
and  a  patch  of  green  rye  to  run  on.  Have  ex- 
amined, but  can't  see  any  lice  or  mites.  Have 
pleDty  fresh  water,  feed  fresh  raw  beef  about 
once  a  week,  also,  a  hen  has  just  died.  First 
began  to  mope  about  and  droop  a  little,  ate  very 
well,  her  comb  turned  white,  then  died.  Had  no 
disease  that  I  knew  of,  of  any  description. 

Now,  Mr.  M.  says  he  has  examined  for  lice  and 
mites,  which  we  do  not  doubt,  but  the  symptoms 
show  that  lice  are  at  work,  especially  one  of  the 
hens,  as  well  as  the  chicks,  have  succumbed. 
But  there  is  a  kind  of  a  louse  that  you  must  find. 
He  gets  down  close  to  the  skin,  at  the  base  of 
the  feathers  of  the  head  and  neck,  and  is  so  near 
like  the  skin  in  color  that  if  he  keeps  still  you 
will  not  see  him,  but  look  closely,  and  he  will  be 
found.  Add  five  drops  carbolic  acid  to  a  table- 
spoonful  of  lard  (don't  use  kerosene)  and  put 
about  a  drop  of  the  lard  on  the  head,  neck  and 
vent.  Then  dust  in  among  the  feathers  with  in- 
sect powder.  We  may  be  wrong  in  our  conclu- 
sions, but  we  trust  Mr.  M.  will  look  again,  and 
write  us. 


The  Ohio  and  Indiana  Association, 

Mr.  E.  M.  Brown,  of  Mt.  Washington,  Ohio, 
writing  us  of  the  show  held  by  this  association, 
says:  "In  my  travels  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
stop  at  Union  City,  Ind.,  and  further  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  the  Indiana  and  Ohio  Poultry 
and  Pet  Stock  Association,  held  at  that  place, 
during  the  week  ending  December  4, 1886.  I  was 
agreeably  surprised  at  the  immense  display  of 
thorough-bred  stock,  andean  saytheymay  justly 
feel  proud  of  their  first  efforts,and|I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say,  in  some  departments,  far  surpassed 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  her  last  show  of  January, 


1886.  And  right  here  we  must  not  fail  to  tender 
our  thanks,  and  kind  appreciation  to  our  friends 
Mr.  T.  A.  Mendenhall,  Pres.  and  Cor  Sec,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Wright,  Treas.,  Mr.  Sherman  Eastman, 
Sec,  and  their  co-workers  for  their  untiring 
push  and  energy  in  making  this  one  of  the  most 
successful  shows  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  we 
have  the  assurance  of  one  and  all  that  next  sea- 
son's show  will  bring  to  hand  one  equal  to  Madi- 
son Square.  The  poultry  interest  is  at  its  high- 
est pitch,  and  we  look  for  strong  competition 
from  this  point,  who  will  turn  out  en-mass  to  oui 
Cinti  show.  We  wish  them  a  grand  success. 
Mr.  J.  N.  Barker  was  judge. 


Raises  Turkeys  as  Easily  as  Chickens, 

Brother  Polycarp,  of  St.  Mary's  Training 
School,  Desplaines,  111.,  sends  us  the  following 
letter,  to  which  we  call  attention: 

On  visiting  the  Fat  Stock  Show,  in  Chicago,  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  Poultry 
Keeper  there,  bright  and  strong  as  ever.  I  soon 
made  myself  possessor  of  several  copies.  At- 
tached to  this  school,  is  an  improved  farm  of  440 
acres,  and  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  raising 
of  poultry.  This  summer  we  built  a  large  poultry 
house.  64x16  ft.  and  found  it  none  too  large  for 
our  purposes.  During  the  past  season,  we  raised 
2o0  turkeys  with  as  much  ease  as  though  they 
were  chickens. 

While  appreciating  the  complimentary  letter, 
yet  our  readers  are  no  doubt  interested  in  know- 
ing how  Bro.  Polycarp  made  his  success  with  200 
turkeys,  which,  he  states,  was  an  easy  matter 
We  hope  he  will  write  us  his  method. 


Atlanta  Getting  Ready  Again. 

Mr.  K.  J.  Fisher,  Cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  writes  us  as  follows  re- 
garding the  late  show  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  of  the 
prospects  for  next  season.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  Poultry  Keeper  was  at  Atlanta,  and  will 
be  there  again.  Mr.  Fisher,  who  is  secretary  of 
the  association,  says: 

Your  Poultry  Keepers  were  received  and 
distributed  at  Atlanta.  I  hope  it  will  do  you 
good.  Several  journals  were  representedperson- 
ally,  and  by  agents,  and  were  pushed.  We  have 
laid  broad  foundations  for  the  largest  show  next 
season  ever  held  in  the  United  States,  and  we 
want  you  to  help  us  and  be  personally  present. 
We  will  in  all  probability  erect  a  $5,000  building 
for  it,  and  give  some  gold  medals  of  $100  value. 
Our  attendance  at  this  show  was  remarkable  and 
made  it  a  grand  financial  success.  Our  door  re- 
ceipts for  single  days  were  equal  to  the  entire  re- 
ceipts from  this  source  at  St.  Louis ;  Our  Presi- 
dent is  Hon.  H.  W.  Grady,  who  made  the  famous 
New  England  banquet  speech  in  New  York  not 
long  since.  We  have  some  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  the  South  as  members  of  our  association. 
Time  and  again,  during  our  show,  the  streets  in 
front  of  our  hall  were  blocked  with  carriages 
containing  the  elite  of  the  city.  Set  your  stakes 
now,  to  be  with  us  next  year,  and  help  us  all  you 
can.  We  will  get  low  railroad  rates  from  all  over 
the  United  States  next  year. 

We  never  received  a  more  encouraging  letter 
relating  to  any  show  than  the  above.  The  streets 
blocked,  the  receipts  large,  everything  harmon- 
ious, energetic  men  at  the  head,  a  special  build- 
ing to  be  erected  for  next  year,  $100  premiums, 
and  the  work  beginning  now  looks  as  though  all 
the  large  cities  will  have  to  get  behind  Atlanta. 
The  South  is  rivaling  the  North  in  all  quarters, 
and  she  wants  the  "Yanks"  to  come  down  to  At- 
lanta next  season,  with  their  best  birds,  and  get 
a  good,  sound  "thrashing"  on  the  merits  of  the 
stock.  Atlanta  is  waiting  to  be  "stormed,"  and 
the  larger  the  army  of  "Yanks"  the  broader  the 
Georgians  will  smile. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


Kejjew.— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
vou  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50  cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks/'  by  P.  H.  Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  6(5  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  ^fwrself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
andf£8t  all  the  books. 
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The  Prize  Plymouth  Rocks. 

We  give  our  readers  this  month  a  cut  of  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  as  bred  by  Scuclder  &  Townsend, 
of  Glen  Head,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  Their  strain  of  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  from  the  small  beginnings  of  ten 
years  ago  has  become  well  known,  and  famous 
in  all  sections  of  the  country  where  fine  speci- 
mens of  the  Plymouth  Rocks  are  appreciated. 
;Something  must  necessarily  have  been  done  to 
bring  about  this  result,  and  if  we  consult  the 
records  of  the 
Lancaster,  Pa., 
the  New  York 
Fanciers,  the 
East  End,  the 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  the 
Eastern  Mass., 
and  numerous 
other  poultry 
clubs  and  socie- 
ties, we  will  find 
the  foundation  of 
their  reputation 
lies  in  the  prizes 
won  in  the  clos- 
est competition. 
Prizes  won  in  hot 
competition 
bring  honor  and 
reputation,  and 
in  the  closest  of 
competition  the 
Long  Island 
birds  have 
always  stood 
well  to  the  fore. 
Scudder&Town- 
send's  yards  are 
now  teeming 
with  young 
ohicks,  and  their 
famous  farm  of 
400  acres  is  alive 
with  young  cock- 
erels and  pullets 
already  running 
up  to  three  and 
four  pounds,  get- 
ting ready  as  fast 
as  a  wheat,  corn, 
oats  and  bug  diet 
can  force  them 

along  for  the  early  Summer  and  Fall  shows 
Look  out  for  the  Long  Island  birds  this  fall. 


of  poultry  and  the  diseases  to  which  they  are 
subject.  Nearly  every  one  who  keeps  a  dozen 
hens  has  a  remedy  for  cholera,  and  is  ready  to 
warrant  it  a  specific,  never  known  to  fail,  etc. 
Nearly  every  remedy  in  the  materia  medica, 
from  wheat  bran  to  calomel  is  recommended 
to  cure  cholera,  when  the  fact  is  there  are  very 
few  drugs  that  have  any  beneficial  effect  on  a 
genuine  case  of  this  disease.  The  trouble  is 
just  here:  A  flock  of  fowls  are  overfed  with 
corn,  or  kept  in  filthy  quarters,  or  are  not  sup- 


he  has  a  specific  for  cholera  because  it  cured  his 
fowls.  This  of  course  is  not  cholera  but  a  simple 
case  of  diarrhoea  caused  by  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  attendant.  I  have  faith  in  preventives 
but  very  little  faith  in  cures.  The  best  prevent- 
ives are  thorough  cleanliness ,  plenty  of  lime  and 
carbolic  acid,  warm,  dry  and  well  ventilated 
houses,  and  proper  feed,  given  in  proper  quanti- 
ties. The  Douglass  mixture,  added  in  their 
drinking  water  acts  as  a  tonic  and  assists  in 
keeping  fowls  in  good  condition.  Roup  and 
gapes,  although 
generally  caused 
by  filthy  and 
damp  houses,  are 
unlike  cholera, 
amenable  to 
treatment.  I 
have  a  very  suc- 
cessful  treat- 
ment for  each  of 
these  diseases 
which  I  may 
give  at  some  fu- 
ture time  as  this 
letter  is  already 
too  long.  I  keep 
poultry  for  profit 
as  well  as  for 
pleasure  and  I 
make  them  pay 
me  too.  I  keep 
Light  Brahmas 
and  White  Leg- 
horns. Wishing 
the  Poultry 
Keeper  long 
life  and  the  suc- 
cess it  deserves, I 
am  yours,  etc. 


Mistakes  Regarding  Diseases, 

This  letter  from  Dr.  C.  M.  Dunn,  Range,  Ohio, 
touches  many  points  which  will  be  of  interest  to 
poultry  breeders  generally:  I  am  very  much 
pleased  with  the  Poultry  Keeper,  especially 
the  editorial  part.  The  correspondence  column 
contains  some  good  suggestions,  and  much  that 
is  really  amusing  to  one  who  has  any  knowledge 


PRIZE  I'lY.HOI'TII  ROCKS,  Owned  by  Scndder  <ft  Townsend 

plied  with  gravel,  or  crowded  too  much  in  badly 
ventilated  houses,  or  something  of  that  kind, and 
they  contract  diarrhoea,  their  droppings  are  thin 
and  yellow,  and  their  owner  at  once  pronounces 
it  cholera,  prepares  his  medicine,  and  proceeds 
to  dose  his  birds  with  it.  At  the  same  time  he 
changes  their  feed,  cleans  up,  whitewashes,  and 
ventilates  his  houses,  and  his  birds  are  well  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  the  medicine,  no  matter  what  it 
was,  gets  the  credit,  when  it  may  have  had 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it,  but  he  thinks 


Copyrighting 
the  Standard 
does  more  injury 
to  the  poultry 
breeders  than 
any  other  piece 
ofinfamouswork 
of  the  A.  P.  A. 
The  Standard 
should  hefree,  so 
that  any  one  can 
print  it,  and  scat- 


Olen  Head,  N.  Y. 

ter  it  far  and  wide.  Every  breeder  would  get 
more  customers  thereby  and  higher  prices.  No; 
the  dog?  in  the  manger  stj  le  helps  no  one,  but 
allows  a  few  journals  to  make  something  on  com- 
mission by  selling  it,  but  for  whose  benefit?  No- 
body's. By  calling  a  National  Convention,  and 
heaving  the  whole  batch  of  conspirators,  with 
their  childish  prattle. called  Standard. overboard, 
the  poultry  interests  would  take  a  new  leap.  We 
believe  in  a  Standard— but  not  that  trashy  thing. 
And  if  we  are  to  have  "bosses"  we  ought  to  have 
at  least  the  privilege  of  selecting  them. 
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Making  an  Incntator. 

Several  times  we  have  described  the  Poultry 
Keepeb  incubator,  but  as  time  passes  improve- 
ments are  made.  The  cuts  in  this  issue  are 
from  the  Farm,  and  Garden,  which  gives  its 
name  also  to  the  incubator.  We  call  attention 
to  the  following  improvements: 

1.  The  ventilation  is  from  the  front,  (may  be 
at  side  or  back  if  preferred)  which  permits  of 
controlling  it,  as  it  may  be  shut  off  with  a  plug, 
or  left  open,  and  it  avoids  the  old  method  of 
bottom  draughts. 

2.  The  egg  drawer  is  made  a  little  deeper,  and 
three  trays  placed  in  the  drawer.  This  permits 
of  changing  the  trays,  thus  having  the  eggs  at 
the  front,  middle  and  back,  by  turns,  so  that 
they  are  all  heated  alike.  Another  advantage  is 
that  the  eggs  can  be  placed  closer  to  the  heat  by 
placing  strips  under  the  trays,  or  they  may  be 
removed  from  the  source  of  heat  by  taking  out 
the  strips.  This  is  excellent  in  cases  where  the 
temperature  is  too  high  or  too  low. 

3.  All  the  dimensions  are  here  given,  and 
marked  on  the  cut  (Fig.  2).  For  instance  from 
bottom  of  incubator  to  bottom  of  egg  drawer  is 
5  inches,  then  5  more  make  10,  and  8  more  make 
18  inches— all  marked,  for  inside  box— and  the 
same  throughout. 

4.  The  directions  for  operating  are  based  on 
results  of  a  number  of  hatches,  and  the  operator 
6hould  follow  them  closely.  Read  the  whole 
very  carefully. 

5.  In  repeating  this  incubator  we  do  so  in 
order  to  make  it  plainer  than  before,  and  the 
cost  for  material  is  about  $10. 

6.  Will  it  icork.  Read  "Condensed  Corres- 
pondence" on  another  page,  as  the  names  and 
addresses  are  given  in  full  of  those  who  have 
used  it.  We  give  a  large  number  of  letters  to 
show  its  efficacy.  No  patent— free  to  all.  We 
wish  to  give  you  your  whole  year's  subscription 
in  each  number. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  THE  INCUBATOR. 

First,  get  good  boards.  1  inch  thick  and  1  foot 
wide.  Cut  them  46  inches  long  for  your  floor, 
and  have  the  floor  42  inches  wide.  Place  four 
posts,  which  are  24  inches  high,  at  each  corner 
(figure  1)  marked  A  A  A  A,  and  two  posts  (B  B) 
in  front,  the  two 
front  posts  to  be  18 
inches  high.  Make 
posts  of  "2x3  strips 
and  nail  them  se- 
Acurely  to  the  floor. 
C  Fasten  the  floor 
boards  together  by 
strips  underneath, 
using  as  many  as 
preferred.  The  four 
coi  ner  posts  are  for 
your 

Outer  Box. 
This  box,  when  fin. 
ished,  is  4  feet  long 
Fig.  1. — InnebBox.  and  44  inches  wide, 
Outside,  provided  it  is  niailc  of  boards  one  inch 
thick.  Including  its  top  and  floor,  it  is  2(5  inches 
high.  Nail  oil  your  side  boards.  Let  rear  and 
front  end  boards  cover  ends  of  side  boards. 
After  the  tank  is  in,  and  the  top  of  the  inner 
box  is  on,  cover  inner  box  with  sawdust,  and 
nail  down  the  top  of  outer  box.    Tongued  and 


Fig.  3.— Egg  Drawer. 
grooved  boards  should  be  used  for  every  part  of 
the  incubator  except  the  floor,  which  should  be 
of  heavy  boards.  All  the  measurements  given 
here,  however,  are  for  boards  one  inch  thick, 
but  three-quarter  stuff  may  be  used  if  desired. 
inner  box. 

This  holds,  or  rather  comprises,  ventilator, 
egg-drawer,  and  tank.  It  is  40  inches  long  and 
32  inches  wide,  outside  measurement  and  must 
hold  a  tank  30x36.  The  side  boards  are  nailed 
to  the  posts  B  B  (figure  1)  and  front  boards  of 
outer  box,  and  fastened  at  the  rear  end  by  the 
rear  boards  being  nailed  to  the  ends  of  the  side 
boards.  Cleats  are  put  on  end  and  sides  (on  the 


in  the  same  way  as  for  egg  drawer.  The  inside 
of  your  drawer  will  be  3  inches  deep.  The  saw- 
dust in  front  of  egg  drawer  (the  boxed  portion 
fits  in  boxed  front  of  incubator  (see  figure  5). 
Put  a  broad  cap  on  outside  of  egg  drawer,  at 


floor),  to  fasten  the  inner  box  to  the  floor.  Nail 
the  bottoms  of  the  side  and  rear  end  boards  to 
the  cleats. 

To  make  the  inner  box,  refer  to  figure  2,  -which 
has  portions  of  the  outer  and  inner  boxes  torn 
away,  to  show 
interior.  A  is 
the  large  or 
outer  box ;  B  is 
the  inner  box : 
CC  are  strips  1 
inch  wide  and 
1  inch  thick, 
nailed  to  sides 
of  inner  box; 
DD  are  strips  I 
inch  wide  and 
1  inch  thick 
nailed  to  sides 
of  inner  box. 
The  strips  CC,  7^ 
with  iron  rods, 
half  inch  thick 
(FFFF).hold 
and  support 
the  tank.  Let 
ends  of  iron  2 
rods  extend  a 
little  into  sides  « 
of  inner  box,  r 
to  assist  in  sup-  e» 
porting  the?" 
weight  of  wa- 
ter. The  strips 
DDare  to  hold 
the  egg  drawer 
E  is  a  tin  tube, 
1V£  inches  in  v 
diameter  and  2  ^ 

ft.  long  placed  FIG-  2.— interior  of  incubator. 

in  the  front  part  of  the  ventilator  to  admit  air.  1  front  end,  to  exclude  air. 
Observe,  however,  that  figure  2  does  not  show  __  «,.„. 

the  sawdust  in  front,  as  will  be  explained.  We 

will  now  take  up  the  separate  parts.  First  isthe     This  is  30x36  inches,  and  is  7  inches  deep. 


It  is 


fig.  4.— tank. 

ventilator. 

This  is  simply  the  bottom  of  the  inner  box, 
being  under  the  egg-drawer,  5  inches  deep  and 
30  inches  wide,  (the  side  boards  of  the  inner  box 
being  its  sides).  The  front  end  is  boxed  off,  which 
includes  the  front  boards  and  also  the  sawdust, 
thus  making  ventilator,  inside  measurement,  36 
inches  long.  E  isthe  tin  tube,  for  the  admission 


FIG.  5.  INCUBATOR  READY  FOR  THE  EGG  DRAWER. 

of  air,  before  mentioned.  Use  nosawdust  in  the 
ventilator,  but  paper  the  bottom  well  and  close, 
so  as  to  have  no  air  enter  except  through  the  tin 
tube.  The  tin  tube  is  open  at  the  front  on  outside 
of  incubator,  and  enters  into  ventilator. 

EGG  DRAWER. 

The  egg  drawer  goes  under 
the  tank,  and  rests  on  the  strips 
D  D  (figure  2).  The  egg  drawer 
is  4  inches  deep,  outside  meas- 
urement. It  is  39  inches  long, 
outside  measurement  (which 
includes  the  boxed-off  portion 
in  front  of  drawer),  and  is  30 
inches  wide.  Three  movable 
trays,  each  1%  inches  deep.are 
fitted  in  egg"  drawer.  Nail 
strips  one  inch  wide  and  five- 
eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  one 
inch  apart,  the  length  of  the 
egg  drawer  (but  not  under 
boxed-off  portion)  for  the  bot- 
tom. Mortice  ends  of  strips  in 
agi:  drawer,  so  as  to  have  the 
bottom  smooth.  Tack  a  piece 
of  muslin  on  these  strips  (thin 
muslin  is  best),  and  tack  it  on 
the  inside  of  the  drawer. 
Now  nail  strips  to  bottoms  of  trays  (use  lath,  if 
desired,  cut  to  one  inch  width),  but  you  need 
not  mortice  them.  Simply  nail  them  on  the 
bottom,  one  inch  apart,  running  lengthwise,  and 
tack  muslin  on  the  bottom  of  the  trays,  inside. 


FIG.  7.— INCUBATOR  COMPLETE. 

supported  by  the  strips  CC,  and  rods  FFFF 
(figure  2).  Being  36  inches  long,  it  goes  close  up 
to  the  back  boards  of  the  inner  box,  the  front  be- 
ing enclosed  by  a  sliding  board,  secured  with  up- 
right strips  at  each  end  of  board,  one  inch  m 
diameter  (so  as  to  remove  tank  when  necessary), 
which  leaves  a  small  space  in  front  of  the  sliding 
board  to  be  filled  with  sawdust.  Have  the  tank 
tube  in  front  only  long  enough  to  extend  through 
the  sawdust  in  front,  and  have  your  faucet  to 
screw  into  this  tube,  the  tube  being  threaded. 
The  tube  on  top  of  tank  should  be  long  enough  to 
extend  through  the  tops  of  both  boxes  (outer  and 
inner,  through  the  sawdust),  and  should,  there- 
fore, be  7  inches  high  from  top  of  tank,  as  is  seen 
at  figure  5.  When  the  incubator  is  ready,  we 
have  figure  5,  which  shows  the  sawdust  packing 
in  front,  by  looking  into  the  opening  into  which 
the  egg  drawer  enters  when  filled  with  eggs. 

Figure  6  shows  the  incubator  as  if  cut  in  half 
lengthwise,  and  displays  all  the  positions.  What 
is  meant  by  the  "boxed-off"  portion  in  front,  is 
that  portion  filled  with  sawdust  in  front.  The 
side  boards  of  the  inner  box  are  joined,  on  their 
front  ends,  to  the  front  boards  of  the  outer  boxr 
being  also  nailed  to  the  two  short  middle  posts. 
Fill  in  between  the  boxes  with  sawdust,  and  if 
sawdust  is  scarce,  use  chaff,  oats,  finely-cut  hay 
(rammed  down),  or  anything  that  will  answer, 
but  sawdust  or  chaff  is  best.  In  figure  6  A  is  the 

AO 


FIG.  C. — SECTIONAL  TIEW  OF  INCUBATOR. 


tube  on  top,  B  the  faucet  in  front.  Cthe  opening 
for  the  egg  drawer,  and  D  the  tube  to  admit  air 
into  the  ventilator,  This  tin  tube  should  be  as 
close  to  the  bottom  of  the  ventilator  as  possible. 
When  making  incubator,  do  not  forget  to  cut 
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holes  for  tubes  of  tank  and  also  for  air  tubes  to 
come  through,  and  then  putty  around  them. 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  OPERATING. 

Each  tray  holds  about  80  eggs,  laid  in  promis- 
cuously, the  same  as  in  a  nest,  making  total 
number  for  incubator  240  eggs.  First  fill  the  tank 
with  boiling  water,  but  never  allow  it  to  remain 
in  the  tube  on  top,  as  it  thus  increases  pressure ; 
hence,  when  tank  is  full  to  top  of  the  tube.draw 
off  a  gallon  of  water.  Fill  it  48  hours  before  put- 
ting eggs  in,  and  have  heat  up  to  115°  before  they 
are  put  in.  As  the  eggs  will  cool  down  the  heat, 
do  not  open  the  dra  wer  for  6  hours,  when  the  heat 
should  be  103°,  and  kept  as  near  to  that  degree  as 
possible,  until  the  end  of  the  hatch.  Itis  best  to 
run  it  a  few  days  without  eggs,  to  learn  it 
thoroughly.  Place  incubator  in  a  place  where  the 
temperature  does  not  fall  below  60°.  As  the  heat 
will  come  up  slowly,  it  will  also  cool  off  slowly. 
Should  the  beat  bo  difficult  to  bring  up,  or  the 
eggs  be  too  cool,  you  can  raise  or  lower  the  trays, 
vsing  small  strips  under  them.  You  can  also 
rtop  up  or  open  t lie  air  tube  in  the  front  opening 
ii  the  ventilator  whenever  you  desire.  When 
Mie  eggs  are  put  in,  tlie  drawer  will  cool  down 
<ome.  All  that  is  required  then  is  to  add  about 
a  bucket  or  so  of  water  once  or  twice  a  day,  in 
She  morning  and  at.  night,  but  be  careful  about 
endeavoring  to  get  up  heatsuddenly,as  the  heat 
does  not  risefor  five  hours  after  the  additional 
bucket  of  water  is  added.  The  cool  air  comes 
from  the  ventilator  pipe,  passing  through  the 
muslin  bottom  of  the  egg  drawer  to  the  eggs. 
Avoid  opening  the  egg  drawer  frequently,  as  it 
allows  too  much  escape  of  heat,  and  be  careful 
not  to  open  when  chicks  are  hatching,  unless 
compelled,  as  it  causes  loss  of  heat  and  moisture 
at  a  critical  time. 
Cold  draughts  on  the 
chicks  at  that  time 
are  fatal.  Do  not 
oblige  visitors.  Be 
sure  pour  thermom- 
eter records  correct- 
ly, as  half  the  fail- 
ures are  due  to  in- 
correct thermome- 
ters, and  not  one  in 
twenty  is  co r r ec t. 
Place  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  even 
with  the  top  of  the 
eggs,  that  is. when  the 
thermometer  is  lying 
down  in  the  drawer, 
with  the  upper  end 
slightly  raised,  so  as 
to  allow  the  mercury 
to  rise,  bul  the  bulb 
and  eggs  should  he  of 
the  same  heat,  as  the 
figures  record  the 
heat  in  the  bulb,  and 
not  in  the  tube. 

Turn  the  eggs 
twice  a  day  at  regu- 
lar  intervals  —  six 
o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing and  six  o'clock  at 
night.  Do  not  let 
them  cool  lower  than 
70°.  Turn  them  by 
taking  a  row  of  egg's 
from  the  end  of  the 
tray  and  placing 
them  at  the  other 
end.  turning  the  eggs 
by  rolling  them  over 
with  your  hand.  By 
removing  only  one 

row  you  can  roll  all  the  rest  easily.  Give  no 
moisture  the  first  week,  verv  little  the  second, 
and  plenty  the  third  week.  'Do  not  sprinkle  the 
eggs.  For  moisture,  put  a  wet  sponge,  the  size 
of  an  egg  (placed  in  a  flat  cup),  in  each  tray,  the 
second  week,  and  two  sponges  in  each  tray  the 
third  week.  Do  not  put  in  sponges  until  you 
are  about  to  shut  up  the  drawer,  after  turning. 
Wet  the  sponges  by  dipping  in  hot  water.  After 
the  first  ten  days  the  animal  heat  of  the  chicks 
will  partially  assist  in  keeping  the  temperature. 
Be  careful,  as  heat  always  drops  when  chicksare 
taken  out.  You  can  have  a  small  glass  door  in 
front. of  egg  drawer.to  observe  thermometer,  if 
desired.  Always  change  position  of  trays  when 
eggs  are  turned,  putting  the  front  one  at  the 
rear. 

Next  month  we  will  give  you  some  good  brood- 
ers as  well  asa  plan  of  heating  the  brooders  at 
Hammonton,  all  done  with  one  stove,  and  fifteen 
hundred  at  once,  with  an  illustration  of  the  great 
Howe  Broiler  Farm  at  Hammonton,  how  it  is 
managed,  and  how  to  raise  chicks  for  market. 
Look  out  for  August.  Make  your  incubator 
now,  as  you  will  know  just  what  to  do  for 
them  by  the  time  the  chicks  are  out.  Any 
thing  to  benefit  our  readers.  Our  motto  is, 
"Make  every  issue  worth  a  year's  subscription." 
Let  us  advise  you  to  carefully  save  every  num- 
ber. They  will  be  worth  quite  a  sum  in  the 
future.  Send  us  all  the  names  you  can  for  sam- 
ples—free to  everybody. 

Advertise  in  the  Poultry  Keepek. 


The  Three  Good  Eggs. 

The  one  on  the  left,  who  has  short  hair,  and  a 
round  face  ready  to  smile,  is  the  noted  judge  and 
writer,  Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson,  Morristown,  Indiana, 
who,  though  a  young  man,  will  one  day  be  at  the 
head  and  front  of  the  poultry  fraternity.  The 
gentleman  in  the  centre  is  W.  D.  Page,  editor  of 
the  Poultry  Monitor  and  Poultry  and  Pets,Fovt 
Wayne,  Indiana,  one  of  the  most  genial  and  pop- 
ular editors  in  the  country,  and  who  has  a  host 
of  friends.  He  takes  pride  in  his  splendid  jour- 
nal, and  is  steadily  forging  it  ahead.  On  the 
right,  is  Mr.  H.  A.  Prickett,  Columbia  City,  Ind., 
who  devotes  his  time  to  his  fine  flocks  of  Coch- 
ins, White  Plymouth  Rocks,  Games,  Brahmas, 
and  ducks.  They  are  three  good  Indiana  eggs, 
that  will  never  spoil  from  age.  Indiana  has  pro- 
duced some  very  prominent  breeders,  but  the 
three  whose  countenances  we  show  here  will 
never  disgrace  her  as  a  State  in  which  fancy 
birds  are  bred. 

Uncle  Isaac's  Huge  Chicks. 

Mr.  Felch  does  not  propose  to  take  a  back  seat 
on  our  proposition  that  birds  hatched  in  an  incu- 
bator will  prove  superior  to  those  raised  in  the 
natural  way.  Regarding  our  invitation  to  him 
to  come  to  Hammonton  and  inspect  for  himself, 
he  says : 

"Uncle  Isaac  books  himself  up  by  observation 
and  experience,  and  if  uncle  Jacobs  will  come  to 
Natick  he  will  show  him  Brahmas  50  per  cent, 
larger.that  are  two  weeks  younger,  (hatched  by 


make  up  the  exhibitions,  which  will  always  be 
controlled  by  the  standard,  and  judges  control- 
led by  the  standard,  using  the  same  with  good, 
solid,  common  sense  and  old-fashioned  honesty. 
Technicalities  no  longer  win.  Bow  and  arrows 
are  absolute,  with  the  revolver  of  common 
sense,  and  the  best  standard  in  use  is  in  the 
breed." 

We  will  not  so  much  discuss  the  strndard  as 
we  will  the  first  paragraph.  We,  also,  favor  a 
standard  when— we  get  one.  And  we  would  feel 
better  if  we  had  any  voice  in  selecting  the 
"bosses,"  but  that  subject  we  will  drop  for  the 
first,  which  is  broilers  from  incubators  and  hens. 

If  our  friend  Felch  had  given  us  the  weights  of 
some  of  his  chicks  he  would  have  made  it 
plainer.  We  raise  hundreds  of  chicks  at  Ham- 
monton, hatched  in  incubators  and  raised  in 
brooders,  that  reach  two  pounds  when  ten  weeks 
old,  but  more  that  reach  two  pounds  at  eleven 
and  twelve  weeks  old,  and  the  witnesses  are  the 
fifty-six  members  of  the  Poultry  Association  at 
Hammonton,  and  hundreds  of  citizens.  So- 
much  for  witnesses,  whose  names  can  be  given,, 
and  visitors,  also,  if  necessary.  But  look  at  his: 
weights.  If  our  chicks  (Plymouth  Rocks,  Brah- 
mas, Leghorns  and  others,  as  well  as  half-breeds) 
weigh  two  pounds  in  twelve  weeks,  (we  give 
plenty  of  time),  and  his  Brahmas  are  50  per  cent. 
larger,  (that  is  what  he  says),  and  when  two 
weeks  younger  (so  he 
says),  then  he  has 
them  three  pounds 
w  e  i  g  h  t  when  ten 
weeks  old.  It  can't 
be  done,  uncle  Isaac,, 
it  can't  be  done.  It: 
is  a  good  chick  that: 
will  weigh  2  pounds: 
when  ten  weeks  old,, 
whether  raised  by 
hen  or  brooder.  You 
evidently  have  made 
a  most  serious  mis- 
take. An  uld  veteran; 
like  you  should  never 
attemptto  get  a  chick 
up  to  three  pounds  in 
ten  weeks.  If  such 
is  the  case  at  Xatick, 
with  hens,  an  incu- 
bator or  brooder 
chick  in  ten  weeks 
ought  to  be  as  lnrge- 
as  an  ostrich.  Weigh, 
them  again. 


THREE  GOOD  E«GS. 


a  hen)  than  those  hatched  by  an  incubator. 
Then  Jacobs  can  see,  as  it  is  safer  than  to  be- 
lieve what  he  hears,  but  Isaac  will  come  and  see 
you  soon. 

"It  is  amusing  to  see  those  engaged  in  raising 
broilers,  and  using  mongrels  and  half-bred  stock, 
pitch  into  the  standard  because  it  is  used  by 
breeders  of  thoroughbreds;  because  it  has  be- 
come necessary  that  their  stock  should  be  bred 
to  it ;  because  judges  have  to  follow  its  teachings 
at  exhibitions ;  because  exhibitors  pick  out  the 
birds  they  exhibit  by  it ;  because  it  is  the  largest 
number  of  standard  points  that  wins.  Is  it  be- 
cause mongrels  and  cross-bred  birds  have  not 
the  standard  points?  It  is  amusing  because 
these  fault-finders  a  re  unable  to  make  a  standard 
that  will  fit  both  cases.  But  leaving  all  joking 
aside,  Jacobs,  with  his  stings  and  flings  at  the 
standard,  and  who  has  kept  his  pointed  end 
busv  of  late,  has  done  more  to  advertise  and 
show  the  necessity  of  a  standard  than  any  other 
ten  writers  in  America,  and  has  shown  clearer 
proof  that  the  fewer  the  committees  on  the  stand- 
ard the  more  correct  will  be  the  work.  He  may 
cry  out  against  the  "bosses,"  as  he  terms  them, 
but  were  he  to  build  a  railroad  the  first  man  he 
would  employ  would  be  a  "boss"  to  oversee  the 
shovelers.  While  all  honor  would  be  due  the 
muscle  that  had  pushed  the  work  through,  its 
completeness  and  merit  as  a  nice  road  bed,  and 
secure  bridges,  would  be  due  to  the  "bosses"  he 
so  much  belittles. 

"Keep  at  it,  Brother  Jacobs,  and  one  thing  is 
certain — each  piece  of  timber  called  breeds  will 
have  to  be  perfect  and  well-seasoned  before  it 
will  be  let  into  the  standard.  Rest  assured  of 
that.  Let  the  Mongrels  be  eaten  at  Coney 
Island  and  Nantasket,  while  the  thoroughbreds 


A.  PRICKETT. 


Mr.  Gesman's  Wyan- 
dottes. 

The  cut  of  Wyan- 
dottes  in  this  issue- 
was  sent  us  by  Mr.Gv. 
A.Gesman,  Pel  la. la.,, 
who  writes  us  as  follows:  "So  much  has  already, 
been  said  of  the  Wyandottes  and  they  have  be- 
come so  well  known  that  it  will  be  unnecessary- 
for  me  to  make  any  extended  remarks  or  descrip- 
tion of  them.  I  have  bred  Ply.  Rocks,  Minors 
cas  and  Wyandottes,  but  as  an  all-purpose  fowl 
I  do  not  think  the  Wyandotte  has  an  equal. 
They  are  very  hardy  and  come  to  maturity  three 
weeks  quicker,  and  will  lay  a  full  month  earlier 
than  (their  nearest  rival)  the  Plymouth  Rock. 
They  have  a  quiet,  gentle  disposition,  and  if  al- 
lowed to  sit,  will  make  the  best  and  niost  careful 
mothers.  As  layers  they  cannot  be  excelled  ex- 
cept by  the  non-sitting  breeds,  though  in  winter 
they  excel  all  other  breeds,  laying  through  the 
coldest  weather.  They  have  low  compact  bodies 
and  small  rose-combs'and  can,  therefore,  stand 
our  cold  winters  better  than  the  single  comb 
breeds.  As  a  table  fowl  they  stand  second  to 
none,  the  meat  being  close  grained  and  finely 
flavored.  In  fact,  there  is  no  breed  better 
adapted  for  the  wants  of  the  fancier,  farmer  or 
market  poultryman  than  the  Wyandotte,  and  I 
can  assure  anyone  that  if  they  decide  to  try 
them  they  will  not  be  disappointed." 


Mrs.  W.  H.  Wilson,  living  at  Westfield,  (no 
State),  is  informed  that  there  are  14  Westfields 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  order  to  reach  her 
sure  we  must  send  14  papers.  We  want  her 
Westfield  alone. 


Large  concerns  that  hold  over  eggs  for  mar- 
ket either  preserve  the  eggs  in  a  lime  pickle  or 
by  the  cold  storage  system.  Farmers  and 
others  who  preserve  eggs  in  small  quantities, 
as  a  rule  practice  liming  or  packing  down  in  dry' 
salt. 
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Another  P.  K.  Hatch— Mr.  A.  T.  Symons, 
N.  Monroeville,  O.— "I  made  a  P.  K.  incubator 
from  your  directions.  Out  of  80  fertile  eggs  I 
got  62'  nice  healthy  chicks.  I  kept  the  tempera- 
ture not  over  104." 

Eighty  Per  Cent— Mr.  E.  C.  Stone,  Scriba, 
TN.  Y.:  "Built  a  100  egg  incubator  and  got  only 
•three  chicks.  The  second  time  I  got  80  per  cent., 
the  third  time  74  per  cent.  I  am  now  going  to 
build  one  to  hold  400  eggs." 

A  Cure  for  Gapes— Mr.  J.  Milton  Troue, 
Hanover,  Pa.— "I  will  give  my  cure  for  gapes. 
Dissolve  assafcetida  in  the  drinking  water.  It  is 
an  old  cure,  and  I  have  never  known  it  to  fail. 
I  think  the  P.  K.  a  daisy,  and  I  could  not  do 
■without  it." 

A  Koup  Remedy— Mr.  Win.  Green,  Chester- 
town,  Maryland:  "The  carbolic  acid  and  coal 
oil  remedy  for  roup  is  a  first-class  remedy,  and 
1  think  it 'is  the  best  of  all  that  I  have  seen  in 
your  spicy  Poultry  Keephr." 

The  Lady  Made  the  Hens  Lay.— Mrs.  N.  J. 
Wion,  Cawker  City,  Kansas.— "Two  years  ago 
I  bought  12  hens  and  two  sittings  of  turkey  eggs. 
The  next  year  1  sold  $140  worth  of  poultry  and 
eggs.  I  now  have  65  hens,  10  turkeys,  150  chicks 
and  200  young  turkeys." 

Hatching  Betw  een  Times.— Mr.  J.  H.  Powell, 
Doylestown,  O.:  "I  cannot  get  along  without  the 
P.  K.  Made  one  of  your  incubators,  and  hatched 
from  50  to  60  per  cent.  I  have  not  time  to  attend 
to  it.  as  I  work  in  the  shop  every  day.  Have  had 
Ibad  luck  getting  good  eggs." 

Hatched  Every  Egg.— Mr.  E.  J.  Casey.  Jack- 
son Junction,  Iowa:  ■•Have  read  the  P.  K.  from 
its  first,  which  I  thank  for  all  my  success  with  j 
poultry.  I  never  saw  an  incubator  until  I  made 
■one  from  your  plans,  and  I  hatched  88  chicks 
fj-oiii  88  eggs.  I  intend  to  use  incubators  summer 
and  winter  hereafter." 

What  the  Poultry  Keeper  Did  for  Him.— 
Mr.  A.  H.  James.  Great  Falls,  N.  H.:  "I  don't 
know  how  I  could  get  along  without  the  advice 
of  the  Keeper.  1  will  tell  you  what  it  has  done 
for  me.  I  had  13  Light  Brahma  liens,  and  by  fol- 
lowing its  advice  they  have  paid  all  expenses, 
nought  60  feet  of  wire  fence,  and  raised  100 
■chicks,  which  is  a  large  profit." 

He  Went  for  Waldo— Mr.  J.  R.  Maltby. 
Fairfield,  Neb.:  "I  will  furnish  my  share  of  the 
•root  of  all  evil'  and  also  affidavits,  to  convict 
Waldo.  I  stopped  over  in  Quincy  last  year,  on 
my  way  East,  to  get  my  digits  into  him.  I  am 
not  a  professional  pugilist, but  I  just  ached  to  feel 
Jiis  puNe  $5  worth." 

A  Whopping  Hatch.  —  Mr.  J.  D.  Hopp. 
Emmettsburg,  Maryland:  "I  bought  your  book 
"Incubator*  and  Brooders,"  and  made  an  incu- 
bator. The  first  time  I  got  SO  out  of  92  fertile 
esnrs.  The  second  time  got  37  out  of  50  eggs.  Is  I 
the  incubator  patented? '  [No;  anyone  has  the 
right  to  make  them.— Ed.] 

Hatching  Ducks.— Mr.  Hugh  Weyersberg, 
Lindlev, '(Philadelphia)  Pa.:  "Invade  an  incuba- 
tor, put  in  19  egns.  hatched  16  chicks.  Next 
hatch  I  put  in  70  duck  eggs,  tested  out  7.  leaving 
63.  hatched  51.  Below  the  egg  drawer  1  made  a 
smaller  one,  in  which  I  keep  wet  sand." 

Was  Compelled  to  Use  an  Incubator.— 
Mr.  G.  E.  Hursh.  Lagton's,  N.  J— "My  R.  C. 
Brown  Leghorns,  being  non-sitters,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  use  an  inenbatar,  so  J  bought  a  second- 
hand P.  K.  incubator,  put  in  75  eggs  by  way  of 
experiment,  so  as  to  learn,  tested  out  15,  and 
hatched  51  as  fine  chicks  as  I  ever  saw.  I  now 
think  I  can  hatch  all  the  chicks  I  want." 

Hatching  Grocery  Eggs— Mr.  C.  W.  Black- 
burn, 4239  South  Halsted  street.  Chicago.  Ill— "I 
imade  an  incubator  according  to  your  plans,  put 
in  7S  grocery  egsxs  and  srot  51  strong  chicks,  and 
■di  .l  well.  I 'kept  heat  at  104  first  week,  103  the 
•second.  102  the  third.  Turned  eggs  twice  a  day. 
Put  in  a  sand  drawer,and  kept  sand  moist  all  the 
itime." 

Dropped  His  Tray— Mr.  H.  P.  Sandford, 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.:  "I  like  your  paper  very 
much.  I  made  an  incubator  from  your  descrip- 
tion, but  through  a  blunder  had  bad  luck.  While 
taking  the  eggs  out  to  turn  them  I  let  the  tray 
fall,  and  broke  all  but  ten,  which  1  put  back, 
.and  nine  of  them  hatched.  Have  tilled  it  again." 

The  Boy's  Incubator. — Master  Earle  Whit- 
■nev.  Eaton.  X.  Y.— "Please  don't  think  that  be- 
cause I  am  a  bov  that  I  don't  know  anything 
•about  incubators'.  Mine  is  the  hot  water  incu- 
bator (P.  K.).  I  put  in  98 eggs.  Kept  tli"  heat 
•at  about  103°  or  104°,  turned  twice  a  day.  did  not 
■cool  them  at  all.  nor  sprinkle.  I  tested  down  to 
86  eggs.  The  second  week  I  kept  the  heat  at  102° 
to  103°.  and  so  on  until  tliev  began  to  hatch, 
■when  the  heat  was  101°.  After  the  second  week 
I  sprinkled  the  eggs  every  day,  and  I  hatched 
•every  egg.  This  seems  like  a  pretty  big  story 
but  it  is  true.  I  devour  the  contents  of  the  P.  K. 
from  beginning  to  end." 


Got  Them  too  Fat— Mr.  A.  B.  Shipman, 
Pierce  City,  Mo.:  "I  have  some  chickens,  that 
I  like  very  much— Light  Brahmas,  Wyandottes, 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  Black  Spanish.  I  didn't 
know  much  about  chickens,  and  I  fed  too  much 
and  got  them  too  fat,  and  did  not  know  what 
was  the  mattei  until  I  got  a  copy  of  the  P.  K.  I 
find  something  new  in  it  every  month." 

The  Big  Medicine  Man— Mr.  W.  S.  McNeal, 
52  S.  Broad  street.  Atlanta.  Ga. :  "I  am  a  sub- 
scriber to  other  poultry  papers,  but  the  little  P. 
K.  is  the  big  medicine'man  of  them  all,  being 
full  of  valuable  information,  and  I  would  not  be 
without  it  for  three  times  its  cost.  In  fact,  I 
could  not  get  along  without  it.  Have  just  re- 
tired from  the  city  to  a  farm  of  202%  acres,  and 
want  all  the  information  I  can  get." 

A  Large  Egg.— Mr.  L.  M.  Hoagland,  Edinburg, 
Pa.— "In  a  former  letter  I  wrote  you  of  a  large 
egg  from  one  of  my  P.  Rock  Hens.  It  weighed 
by.  ounces,  and  measured  9  inches  one  way  and 
8J4  the  other.  It  contained  three  perfect  yolks. 
I  kept  it  on  exhibition  for  awhile,  and  those  who 
saw  it  thought  it  was  a  goose  egg.  Can  anyone 
go  ahead  of  that.  Received  the  back  numbers. 
Do  not  wish  to  miss  a  single  issue." 

At  the  Head  and  Front.— Dr.  J.  Johnson. 
Washburn,  Wis.:  "I  have  read  a  goodly  number 
of  poultry  papers,  both  weekly  and  monthly. and 
I  can  truly  say  the  Poultry  Keeper  stands  at 
the  head  and  front  of  all  poultry  literature  which 
I  have  examined.  lean  truly  say  that  the  in- 
formation contained  in  each  number  is  worth 
more  to  the  beginner  in  poultry  raising  than  the 
whole  year's  subscription  price." 

Can  Beat  the  Hen.— Mr.  H.  A.  Palmer.  E. 
Delavan,  Wis.— "I  have  the  P.  K.  from  the  first 
number,  and  could  not  get  along  without  it.  I 
made  a  hot  water  incubator,  as  described  by 
you.  Put  in  96  eggs,  25  infertile.  From  the  71 
eggs  I  got  54  strong  chicks.  I  made  a  brooder 
but  chicks  all  have  weak  legs.  I  can 
beat  the  hen  hatching,  but  don't  like  drunken 
chicks."  [Leg  weaknes  sis  due  to  bottom  heat 
in  brooder— Ed.] 

Big  and  Little  Guns— Mr.  Henry*  Bauer. 
Sedalia,  Mo.— "I  am  one  of  those  who  bought 
eggs  and  birds  from  "big"  guns,  a  cockerel  that 
I  gave  away  costing  me  $5.90  express  charges 
alone.  I  had  sold  better  birds  for  $1.00.  I  got  a 
bird  last  spring  for  $13.50  worth  $2.50.  and  from  a 
"big"  gun.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  there  is  no  differ- 
ence in  the  big  guns,  some  of  them  do  not  send 
out  as  good  stock  as  the  little  guns. 

Keep  the  Neighbors  Off.— Mr.  W.  P.  Huff- 
man. Seymour,  Indiana:  "I  did  well  with  my 
P.  K.  incubator  the  first  time,  getting  66  chicks 
from  70  eggs.  I  then  set  it  with  115  eggs,  but 
got  onlv"40  chicks.  The  day  was  damp  and 
chilly,  and  the  neighbors  came  in  to  see  the 
curiosity,  and  I  think  I  killed  them  showing 
them,  as  it  exposed  them  too  much."  [The  in- 
cubator should  never  be  disturbed  when  eggs 
are  hatching— Ed. 

Put  them  in  a  Home-made  Brooder.— Mrs. 
B.  C.  Milburn.  Mungen,  O.— "I  succeeded  in 
raising  chicks  by  taking  them  from  the  hens  and 
placing  them  in  a  brooder  of  my  own  invention, 
or  rather,  I  got  the  idea  of  a  lady  who  described 
her's  in  the  P.  K.  I  am  a  tenderfoot  at  the  busi- 
ness, but  have  some  nice  Brown  Leghorns,  and 
my  husband  delights  to  give  a  helping  hand.  I 
want  every  number  of  the  P.  K.  I  mark  every 
article  so  as  to  find  what  I  may  want  readily." 

Some  Early  Laying— Mr.  J.  W.  Sherburne, 
Le  Roy.  Indiana:  "As  some  are  writing  regard- 
ing their  early  laving  pullets  I  will  tell  you  about 
one  of  mine.  She  was  hatched  March  22d,(1886) 
and  August  5th  she  commenced  laying.  We 
commenced  w  ith  six  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  and 
13  common  hens  that  we  used  as  sitters.  The 
eggs  set  were  all  layed  by  the  Plymouth  Rock 
hens,  from  which  we  raised  273  chickens." 

Heavy  Laying.— Mr.  J.  C.  Duval,  Crozier,  D. 
T— "Am  well  pleased  with  the  Keeper,  and  my 
wifesavs  we  should  have  known  of  it  sooner.  Mr. 
W.  K.  Belcher  writes  you  that  he  got  1932  eggs 
from  15  hens  in  one  year,  and  raised  178  chicks. 
I  think  I  can  surpass  that  record.  From  35  P. 
Rock  hens,  in  six  months,  I  got  2272  eggs  and 
they  hatched  400  chicks,  or  an  average  of  64  eggs 
to  each  hen.  I  think  it  is  a  good  record  for  far 
off  Dakota." 

To  Make  Gopher  State  Oysters— Mr.  F. 
O.  Gregerson,  Rochester,  Minn.:  "Please  allow 
space  in  vour  paper  for  me  to  inform  your  gentle 
readers  (they  are  trentle  or  they  would  not  be 
taking  the  paper)  how  to  make  the  renowned 
Gopher  State  oysters,  'lake  a  few  drops  of  vin- 
egar in  a  wine  glass.  Break  an  egg  and  put  the 
contents  in  tne  glass.  Add  a  little  salt  and  pep- 
per, and  a  few  more  drops  of  vinegar,  Then 
take  it  all  at  a  swallow." 

Would  Not  Take  Five  Dollars— Mr 
Charles  Slocum,  Middleburg.  O.:  "Received 
the  papers.  Would  not  take  $5  for  them,  if  I 
could  not  get  others.  A  friend  gave  me  a  sample 
and  I  found  I  must  take  it.— Should  a  poultry 
house  be  plastered?  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
plan,  and  could  be  ea«ilv  white-washed.  I  was 
bothered  with  lice,  but  crude  petroleum  on  the 
perches  drove  them  off."  [Plastering  would  be 
excellent  if  you  do  not  object  to  the  additional 
expense.- Eb.J 


Hens  Nest  in  a  Tree.— Mr.  M.  D.  Rapp,  Chi- 
cago, 111.— "The  following  I  take  from  one  of 
our  daily  papers.  Where  did  the  moisture  come 
from.  It  says  that  a  hen  belonging  to  Jonathan 
Scott,  Parma,  Mich.,  made  her  nest  in  the 
branches  of  a  willow  tree,  fifteen  feet  from  the 
ground.  She  was  allowed  to  keep  fifteen  eggs, 
and  in  due  course  of  time  she  commenced  set- 
ting. After  three  weeks  of  close  application 
she  flew  down  from  her  lofty  nest  and  twelve 
little  chicks  came  tumbling  after." 

Forgot  the  Incubator.— Mr.  C.  W.  Drury, 
Barre,  Vt. — "  I  made  a  P.  K.  incubator.  For 
moisture  used  a  pie  pan  under  egg  drawer,  and 
two  wet  sponges  in  egg  drawer.  First  trial  I  got 
36  chicks  from  48  eggs,  ten  of  the  48  eggs  being 
infertile.  Second  trial  gave  68  chicks  from  86 
eggs.  In  this  trial  I  put  water  in  the  pan  when 
it  started,  and  forgot  it  until  five  days  before  the 
eggs  were  due.  Incubator  was  in  a  cold  building. 
I  can  hatch  75  per  cent,  every  time  in  a  warm 
room.  I  have  400  chicks." 

A  Greenhorn's  Incubator.— Mr.  A.  H.  Zalli- 
koffer,  Uniontown,  Maryland. — "  As  some  of 
your  readers  may  like  a  greenhorn's  experience 
I  will  say  that  I  failed  with  the  Nature's  fraud 
incubator.  Reading  such  glowing  accounts  of 
success  with  the  P.  K.  incubator  I  made  one.  It 
held  82  eggs.  I  put  in  70  eggs,  tested  out  all  but 
50.  and  got  45  chicks,  or  90  per  cent.  I  filled  it 
again,  putting  in  82  eggs,  took  out  8,  leaving  74 
and  hatched  68  chicks,  or  94  per  cent.  Long  live 
the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Don't  be  Fools.— E.  L.  Peale,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.:  "If  anybody  ever  sees  a  copy  of  the  P.  K. 
and  does  not  spend  50  cents  for  a  year  in  it,  he 
is  a  fool,  if  he  is  interested  in  poultry.  One 
number  saved  me  $200.  Don't  be  fools,  and  try 
to  save  a  paltry  50  cents.  When  your  subscrip- 
tion is  out  renew.  And  get  all  the  back  num- 
bers you  can.  My  copies  could  not  be  bought 
for  a  dollar  apiece  if  I  thought  I  could  get  no 
more.  The  P.  K.  takes  the  cakes.  All  other 
papers  are  simply  nowhere.  And  its  editor  is 
the  right  man  in  "the  right  place.'  He  knows  his 
business." 

What  Common  Hens  Did.— Mr.  Henry  T- 
Alsop,  Moorehead.  Minn.— "I  have  nothing  but 
common  chickens.  I  have  35  hens.  In  one  year 
they  laid  4456  eggs,  or  144  per  hen.  Besides  I 
hatched  71  chicks.  My  expenses  are  20  cents  a 
lien.  I  bought  13  Wyandotte  eggs,  broke  five, 
anil  got  seven  chicks.  I  cured  a  cockerel  of 
bumblefoot.  I  took  off  the  scab  from  the  bot- 
tom of  his  foot,  pressed  out  lots  of  matter,  tied 
it  up  with  a  rag,  and  he  is  now  well.  Am  only 
14  years  old.  but  like  the  chicken  business.  Suc- 
cess to  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

It  Pays  to  Eat  Them.— Mr.  Howard  Beans, 
Box  858.  Baltimore,  Md.—  "I  live  in  the  city,  and 
am  a  new  hand  at  poultry.  Have  a  hen-house 
7x7.  eisht  hens,  and  keep  no  account,  but  will 
hereafter.  Have  raised  60  chicks  in  a  yard 
7x16.  I  feed  anything  they  will  eat.  Am  satis- 
fied that  eggs  and  chicks  have  paid  as  food  on 
the  table.  I  had  mostly  Plymouth  Rocks  last 
year.  Will  try  Langshans  this  vear,  and  have  a 
cock  and  5  pullets  now.  The  P.  K.  is  first-class 
and  I  could  not  do  without  it." 

Black  Red  Games.— Mr.  John  Siples,  North 
Branch,  Mich.— "I  send  a  list  of  names.  I  have 
a  Black  Red  Game  cock,  one  year  old.  in  my 
yards,  that  measures  from  the  end  of  his  toe  to 
the  end  of  his  beak  35  inches,  and  a  son  of  his, 
five  months  old,  measures  31%  inches.  Who  can 
beat  it.  Mv  wife  has  taken  your  paper  ever 
since  it  was  born,  and  will  continue  to.  as  long 
as  it  is  as  good  as  it  is.  We  take  others  but  yours 
gives  more  information  than  all  of  them." 

She  Began  Early.— Mr.  M.  B.  Cole.  Stamford- 
ville.  N.  Y.:  "I  took  your  paper  when  it  first 
started,  and  cannot  get  along  without.  Your 
book  "Poultry  for  Profit"  is  worth  more  than 
any  book  I  have  ever  seen.  I  notice  one  of  your 
correspondents  relates  of  a  common  Pullet  that 
began  to  lav  when  she  was  4%  months  old.  I  can 
beat  that  a  little.  I  have  a  Plymouth  Rock, 
hatched  and  raised  in  a  brooder,  that  hatched 
10  chicks  the  day  she  was  six  months  old.  She 
layed  19  eggs,  sat" three  weeks,  and  consequently 
commenced  when  about  four  months  old." 

Used  a  Hogshead  Coop.— Mr.  S.  Stevens, 
Newark,  New  York.— "I  will  give  you  my  re- 
sults from  two  Plymouth  Rock  hens  and  two 
pullets.  My  house"  for  these  fowls  was  nothing 
but  a  hogshead,  turned  bottom  side  up,  with  a 
pane  of  glass  for  a  window,  but  I  am  now  build- 
ing a  new  coop  for  my  poultry.  I  received  84 
eggs,  and  two  pullets  hatched  13  chicks,  all  in 
41  days,  which  is  a  good  showing  for  a  beginner. 
I  got  "mv  stock  from  G.  W.  Randolph,  Palmyra, 
N:  Y." 

Curing  Crop  Bound.— Mr.  Win.  P.  Wyman, 
Chippewa  Lake.  Mich.— "The  advice  contained 
in  vour  paper  is  invaluable.  I  have  recently 
adopted  the  poultry  business  as  ray  hobby,  to 
occupy  leisure,  and  being  young  and  inexperi- 
enced'.have  had  many  occasions  to  consult  the  P. 
K.  I  keep  three  varieties— P.  Rocks.  Wyan- 
dottes, and  White  Leghorns.  A  short  time  ago 
one  of  mv  hens  became  crop  bound.  I  followed 
the  directions  in  your  paper,  cut  a  slit,  and  re- 
moved contents  o"f  crop.  For  a  week  after  I 
kept  her  by  herself,  giving  soft  food  only,  and 
now  she  is  entirely  well." 
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The  Florida  Fleas.— Dr.  J.  C.  Merritt,  Or- 
lando, Fla— "I  had  several  hens  come  off  and 
both  they  and  the  chicks  had  a  great  many  of 
the  "deadly  fleas  of  Florida."  I  took  them, 
from  24  hours  up,  and  killed  Mr.  Flea  with 
kerosene  oil.taking  a  splinter,dipping  it  into  the 
kerosene,  and  then  anointing  the  fleas— in  fact 
soaking  them.  It  killed  the  fleas,  and  did  not 
injure  the  chickens."  [One  must  be  very  care- 
ful in  using  kerosene  on  fowls  or  chicks.— Ed,] 

Using  Nux  Vomica.— Mr.  A.  I.  Hurd,  Lake- 
land, Florida.— "A  correspondent  asks  about 
giving  nux  vomica  to  poison  hawks.  A  spoonful 
of  pulverized  nux  vomica,  mixed  in  each  pint  of 
meal,  and  fed  to  chickens,  three  times  a  week, 
is  a  good  tonic,  and  if  a  hawk  eats  the  chicken 
the  hawk  will  die.  If  a  preson  eats  the  chick  it 
will  make  him  quite  sick,  and  is  a  good  safe- 
guard against  chicken  thieves.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  to  state  that  you  have  fed  your  chicks 
poison,  and — 'nuf  sed.' " 

The  Plymouth  Rocks  Ahead— Mr.  George 
Hart.  Lone  Tree  Lake,  Minn— "I  noticed  Mr. 
Pomeroy's  account  of  his  big  eggs.  I  can  dis- 
count him.  One  of  my  Plymouth  Kock  hens  laid 
an  egg  inches  long  and  7  inches  in  circum- 
ference, and  inside"  of  this  egg  was  another 
shelled  egg.  She  laid  another  8%  inches  long 
and  7%  inches  circumference,  with  another  one 
inside.  You  will  see  by  this  that  the  Plymouth 
Rocks  are  ahead  of  all  breeds,  as  some  of  them 
lay  two  shelled  eggs  per  day.  The  P.  K.  just 
suits  me." 

A  Cholera  and  Lice  Eradicator— Mr. 
Aug.  Geiger,  Galena,  111— "I  can  never  get  tired 
reading  your  dandy  little  (but  still  large)  paper. 
I  could  not  get  along  without  it.  Just  got  home 
from  a  trip,  and  found  poultry  house  full  of  lice. 
I  got  down  to  work,  tore  everything  out,  then 
slaked  a  half  barrel  of  lime,  washed  everything 
over,  even  the  floor,  and  scattered  lime  every- 
where. Things  now  all  right.  My  cholera  cure 
is  this:  Give  one  teaspoonful  of  coal  oil,  a  little 
butter,  red  pepper,  and  garlic,  according  to  age. 
It  cured  mine.  Another  is  one  quart  of  corn- 
meal  and  a  tablespoonful  of  saleratus,  mixed 
with  milk,  then  feed." 

Big  Hatches— Mr.  J.  A  Wharton,  Troy.  O.: 
"As  I  told  you  in  a  former  letter,  I  fooled  away 
my  time  with  a  Nature's  Incubator,  when  I  sent 
for  your  book  Incubators  and  Brooders,  and 
made  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator  of  200  egg 
capacity.  My  first  hatch  was  76  per  cent.,  the 
second  68,  and  I  have  just  hatched  130  chicks 
from  144  fertile  eggs,  being  ovor  90  per  cent.  In 
my  former  hatches  I  kept  the  heat  at  105,  first 
week,  104  the  second,  and  102  the  third,  but  after 
readingMr.  Campbell's  article,  in  which  he  sug- 
gests 102  for  the  entire  three  weeks  I  got  the  90 
per  cent."  [Incubator  is  the  one  we  illustrate 
in  this  issue. — Ed.] 

A  Young  Veteran.— Master  Albert  Haus- 
mann,  St.  Louis,  Mo. — "I  am  a  boy  13  years  old, 
but  have  been  in  the  business  five  years.  I  kept 
mongrels  until  last  year.  I  raised  a  P.  Rock 
cockerel  to  the  weight  of  eight  pounds  at  nine 
months  old.  I  will  haveB.  B.  Red  Games  also,  if 
I  can,  but  I  cannot  keep  a  larger  number  than 
12,  for  want  of  room.  My  roup  cure  is  soapmixed 
with  black  pepper  until  black.  My  cholera  cure 
is  boiled  liver  with  coal  oil  poured  over  it.  I  put 
tincture  of  iron  in  the  drinking  water.  I  think 
the  best  food  for  chicks  cornmeal  and  oatmeal, 
mixed,  in  the  morning,  and  wheat  through  the 
day.  I  have  not  lost  a  chicken  through  sickness 
for  two  years." 

How  to  Feed  and  Manage.— Mrs.  H.  H.  Ir- 
win, Tallula.  Ill— "I  am  a  fanner's  wife,  and 
keep  a  poultry  yard.  I  have  Light  Brahmas, 
60  hens  and  4 cocks.  I  put  from  15  to  17  eggs 
under  each  hen  and  usually  get  from  13  to  15 
chicks.  I  had  over  500  last  year,  and  no  disease. 
I  have  had  eggs  this  winter,  and  every  month  in 
the  year.  I  have  but  a  small  house,  with 
south  shed.  Have  my  nests  in  the  shed 
in  rows,  with  little  doors  to  each  nest.  I 
set  the  hens,  and  close  the  doors.  At  4  o'clock 
I  take  off  the  hens  and  feed  and  water  them. 
Every  three  days  I  take  out  the  eggs  and  put 
them  in  a  pan  of  water  for  a  minute  or  two.  My 
Brahmas  are  pure  bred,  from  prize  stock,  lay  all 
the  year,  and  are  as  gentle  as  kittens." 

Preventing  Cholera.— Mr.  J.  H.  Renvers, 
Pella,  Iowa.— "Your  journal  is  immense.  It  is  a 
little  jewel,  and  if  every  one  of  us  would,  in  a 
few  simple  words,  give  his  or  her  experience,  it 
would  benefit  all.  I  had  as  fine  flocks  of 
Brown  Leghorns  and  Partridge  Cochins  as  could 
be  found,  but  the  dreaded  scourge,  cholera, 
came.  I  agree  with  Bro.  Schatz  that  there  is  no 
positive  cure.  I  tried  everything  I  could  hear  of, 
but  what  stopped  it  was  this.  Kill  every  sick 
fowl,  burn  the  bodies  or  bury  them  deep.  Disin- 
fect everything,  remove  all  offal.  I  disinfect 
with  whitewash  and  carbolic  acid.  I  give  a 
little  coal  oil  once  a  week  in  the  food.  Have 
gotten  rid  of  cholera  altogether." 

Carbolic  Acid  for  Gapes— Miss  May  Crosth- 
nat,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.:  "Since  using  the  car- 
bolic acid  chrystals,  one  teaspoonful  to  one 
quart  of  water  in  meal  dough,  I  have  had  only 
one  case  of  gapes  in  two  hundred  chicks.  I  be- 
gan its  use  when  they  were  a  few  days  old,  gave 
it  regularly  every  morning  for  about  three 
weeks,  and  then  every  few  days.  We  had  a 
gobbler  that  drooped,  and  we  did  not  know 
what  was  the  matter,  so  we  soaked  biscuit  in 


the  carbolic  water,  gave  it  to  him  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  for  two  or  three  days,  and  he  got 
well.  Treated  a  hen  the  same  way,  with  like 
result." 

Another  Huge  Egg.— Messrs.  Linenbigler 
Bros.,  Elderton,  Pa.— "Some  time  ago  one  of 
our  Partridge  Cochin  hens  layed  an  egg  measur- 
ing, in  its  smaller  and  larger  circumferences,  7% 
and  8%  inches,  and  it  weighed  six  and  one-half 
ounces.  Desirous  of  preserving  the  shell 
as  a  curiosity,  we  found,  on  blowing  out  the  con- 
tents, two  yolks  of  average  size,  and  in  the  inte- 
rior there  still  remains  another  yolk,  enclosed 
in  a  shell,  intact.  A  score  of  witnesses  can  tes- 
tify to  the  truthfulness  of  this.  We  have  been 
taking  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  two  years,  and 
are  much  pleased  with  it." 

The  Big  Guns.— Mr.  A.  B.  Cook,  Nelsonville, 
Ohio.:  "I  think  you  have  taken  a  good  stand  in 
regard  to  those  'big  guns'  of  the  A.  P.  A.  Under 
the  heading  of  'Only  one  plea  against  it,'  March 
Poultry  Keeper,  you  hit  the  nail  on  the  head 
surely.  It  is  a  thin  argument  of  Mr.  Philander 
Williams  of  the  poverty  of  the  Poultry  Associa- 
tions. If  they  are  financially  poor  they  are  com- 
posed of  members  short-  of  cash  sure]  y,  conse- 
quently there  is  but  one  way  for  the  poor  people, 
as  well  as  the  rich,  to  have  a  voice  in  the  make- 
up of  the  Standard  they  have  to  breed  by,  and 
that  is  by  sending  a  delegate  to  a  National  Con- 
vention. Trot  out  the  National  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation," 

A  Little  Girl's  Letter.— Miss  Kittie  Clarke 
(age  12),  Garfield,  N.  J.:  "I  have  been  reading 
mamma's  Poultry  Keepers,  as  she  thinks  so 
much  of  them  that  she  keeps  them  all,  and  I 
don't  wonder,  for  they  are  just  splendid.  She 
has  given  me  and  my  little  sister  (fi  vears  old) 
the  care  of  forty  hens,  and  I  don't  think  I  can  do 
any  better  than  to  take  the  Poultry  Keeper 
for  my  guide.  I  have  fourteen  little  chicks  now 
and  four  hens  sitting,  but  one  of  my  Plymouth 
Rock  hens  kills  all  her  chickens  as  soon  as  they 
are  out  of  the  shell.  Mamma  thinks  she  is  too 
heavy.  I  will  write  again  soon,  and  tell  you  how 
I  make  out."  [Your  mamma  was  correct  in  her 
opinion— Ed.] 

A  Texas  Ranch.— Mr.  W.  M.  Sawyer,  Hills- 
dale, Iowa:  "I  have  P.  Rocks,  Leghorns,  and 
Langshans.  Am  going  to  ship  all  my  stock  to 
Texas  in  September,  280  miles  west  of  Fort 
Worth.  I  have  a  ranch  there.  It  is  the  finest 
chicken  country  I  ever  saw.  I  never  have  any- 
thing wrong  with  my  chickens.  Have  a  P.  K. 
incubator,  a  Wilson  bone  mill,  and  my  poultry 
house  is  kept  nearly  as  clean  as  a  dwelling  house. 
I  sweep  it  out  every  day,  and  I  keep  coal  oil  in  it 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other.  My  hens 
have  laid  every  day  since  January  1,1866,  except- 
ing two.  Am  going  to  post  myself  up  in  the 
poultry  business  well  this  year." 

Roup  and  Swelled  Head— Mrs.  A.  Malpas, 
Saratoga,  N.  Y. :  "I  send  you  a  receipt  for  roup 
and  swelled  head,  for  the  benefit  of  others.  Take 
a  piece  of  assafogtida,  half  the  size  of  an  egg,and 
break  it  up.  Add  two-thirds  of  a  teaspoonful  of 
black  pepper.  Put  both  into  a  bottle,  w  ith  a  tea- 
cupful  of  water.  Keep  it  corked.  When  dis- 
solved give  three  to  four  drops,  night  and  morn- 
ing, to  each  fowl,  pouring  it  down  with  a  spoon. 
When  they  have  swelled  head  grease  the  head 
and  throat  with  lard,  rubbing  it  in.  If  used  in 
time  the  mixture  will  cure  roup.  A  little  piece 
of  assafoetida  tied  in  a  rag  and  tacked  to  the  side 
of  the  trough,  in  the  water,  will  be  beneficial. 
The  receipt  is  an  excellent  one." 

Making  Hens  Sit— Mrs.  R.  H.  Trigg,  Cory- 
don,  Ky. :  "My  hens  obstinately  refused  to  sit 
this  spring,  and  I  was  on  the  verge  of  despair, 
when  I  received  March  Poultry  Keeper,  and 
immediately  sit  a  lot  of  hens  according  to  Mr. 
Gamnierdinger's  plan,  and  it  proved  a  success. 
If  I  do  not  have  a  lot  of  chicks  it  will  not  be  for 
want  of  good  sitters.  I  had  only  one  hen  with 
chicks,  and  they  were  in  the  last  stages  of  gapes 
— too  far  gone  to  eat.  I  tried  the  carbolic  acid 
fumes  and  saved  10  out  of  11,  one  being  over- 
come by  the  fumes.  Now,  that  one  number  was 
worth  a  year's  subscription.  I  do  not  wish  this 
for  publication,  nor  to  see  my  name  in  print." 
[Letter  was  too  good  to  keep  in  the  dark.  Thanks. 
—Ed.] 

Chicks  Dying  in  the  Shell.— Mr.  L.Wheeler, 
Bushnell,  111.:  "I  have  a  P.K.  incubator,which  I 
manufactured  myself,  and  it  works  to  perfection, 
if  rightly  managed,  hatching  from  75  to  80  per 
cent.  In  regard  to  chicks  dying  in  the  shell 
when  they  are  pipped.  I  do  not  think  they  get 
enough  air  at  time  of  hatching.  When  chicks 
hatch  under  the  old  hen  they  are  supplied  with 
fresh  air,  and  still  retain  the  same  heat.  I  have 
put  in  two  half-inch  tubes,  which  I  leave  open  at 
time  of  hatching.  I  have  also  made  an  egg 
turner,  different  from  all  others,  turns  them  in- 
stantly, and  takes  up  but  little  space.  I  breed 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  White  Leghorns.  Could 
not  do  without  the  P.  K."  [We  would  not  advise 
ventilating  by  allowing  a  draught  through  the 
incubator— Ed.] 

To  Cure  Egg  Eating.— Mr.  J.  R.  Maltby, 
Fairfield,  Nebraska.— "How  to  cure  egg  eating. 
In  1884 1  had  a  yard  of  P.  Rocks  that  acquired 
this  trick  to  perfection  in  one  day.  My  usual 
practice  had  been  to  decapitate — a  sure  cure — 
but  these  birds  were  extra  fine,  and  I  determin- 
ed to  cure  them.  Accordingly  I  got  eight  nail 
kegs,  put  in  about  three  inches  of  Dran  (making 


it  a  little  higher  in  the  centre,  so  that  eggs 
would  just  roll  toward  the  staves),  and  three 
inches  above  this  I  placed  a  false  bottom,  made 
of  canvas,  with  a  hole  in  the  centre  (sewed 
around  a  piece  of  large  wire)  large  enough  for 
an  egg  to  fall  through  into  the  bran.  As  an  egg 
saver  this  proved  a  success,  but  they  would  eat 
a  stray  egg  when  they  had  the  chance.  I  be- 
lieve the  egg-eating  habit  to  be  incurable,  but 
with  the  arrangement  I  have  described  eveiy 
egg  can  be  saved." 

What  too  Much  Fat  Will  Do.— Mr.  Mark 
Hull,Riverdale  Ave.  and  Ludlow  Sts.,  Yonkersr 
N.  Y. — "I  was  amused  on  reading  the  account  of 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  of  this  place.  I  think  I  can  show 
a  better  record  myself.  I  raise  chickens  to  eatr 
but  keep  a  strict  account,  and  find  at  the  end  of 
my  year  (Oct.  31st)  I  have  been  in  pocket  from 
$25  to  $35,  and  I  do  not  feed  them  nothing  like 
some  I  read  about,  but  I  find  when  I  kill  them 
they  are  fat  enough.  Last  winter  I  killed  two 
that  I  thought  were  playing  fool  with  me.  They 
would  go  on  the  nest,  stay  awhile,  come  off  and 
cackle,  but  lay  no  eggs,  sol  cut  off  their  heads. 
When  my  wife  began  to  dress  them  she  found 
them  choked  up  with  fat,  though  I  had  only  been 
feeding  morning  and  evening  on  corn  and  wheat. 
I  shut  down  on  the  morning  meal,  made  them 
scratch  for  breakfast  and  dinner,  and  gave  them 
a  good  meal  at  night.  Mr.  Van  Zandt  fed  too 
well,  and  made  his  hens  too  fat  and  lazy  to 
scratch."  

CORRESPONDENCE, 


Everybody  Can't  Raise  Chickens. 

F.  B.  TOWNER,  HOOPESTON,  ILLINOIS. 

Last  fall  I  was  stricken  with  the  poultry  fever 
in  its  worst  form,  and  straightway  commenced 
to  get  ready  to  keep  fowls  and  accumulate  a 
fortune.  I  erected  a  building  24x60  feet,  put  a 
brick  foundation  one  foot  wide  and  three  feet 
deep  under  it,  made  concrete  walls  one  foot 
thick  and  seven  feet  to  rafters,  put  in  eight 
windows  and  eight  doors,  doors  all  double-thick, 
with  tarred  paper  between,  laid  a  good  matched 
floor,  laid  roof  boards  tight  together,  covered 
with  tarred  paper,  and  then  laid  good  shingle  4% 
inches  to  the  weather.  It  took  14,000  shingles  to 
cover  it.  I  put  in  galvanized  wire  partitions, 
bought  500  good  Plymouth  Rock  fowls  from  the 
farmers  around  here,  laid  in  a  supply  of  poultry- 
literature,  and  waited  for  the  hens  to  commence 
shelling  out  the  eggs  and  the  shekels  to  pour  in 
on  me,  (I  am  still  waiting).  Well,  the  hens  didn't 
"shell"  worth  a  cent,  and  I  saw  my  prospects, 
for  early  spring  chicks  begin  to  fade.  At  last, 
along  in  April,  I  was  dumfounded  one  day  to 
discover  a  whole  egg  in  the  hennery.  It  was 
carefully  transferred  to  the  house  to  exhibit  to- 
my  anxious  (?)  friends.  They  (the  eggs)  con- 
tinued to  pour  in,  and  I  was  ready  to  consign 
them  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  first  hen  that 
would  set,  but  none  of  them  appeared  anxious  to- 
assume  the  responsibility,soI  sent  $1.00  for  plans 
of  an  incubator,  and  constructed  a  machine  of 
fifteen  henpower.filled  it,fired  her  up,and  await- 
ed results.  Well  I  got  130  chicks  from  250  eggs, 
and  was  happy.  I  then  built  me  another  machine, 
a  little  larger,  filled  them  both,  and  cooked  the 
whole  bunch.  The  hotels  and  restaurants 
did  not  appear  to  want  them  at  any  price,  so  I 
was  obliged  to  throw  them  away.  I  kept  trying,, 
and  my  last  hatch  with  my  home-made  machine, 
was  96  per  cent,  of  the  fertile  eggs.  I  find  in 
my  year's  experience  that  there  is  lots  to  learnr 
even  in  the  hen  business.  If  I  had  paid  more 
attention  to  the  P.  K.,  and  less  to  my  own  fool- 
ishness, I  would  have  done  better.  I  have  lost 
90  per  cent,  of  my  chicks  hatched  this  summer, 
because  I  thought  any  one  could  raise  chickens. 
My  first  mistake  was  trying  to  keep  500  fowls  in 
a  space  required  for  200.  My  second  was  trying 
to  raise  chicks  without  a  good  brooder.  My 
third  was  in  feeding.  These  obstacles  I  have  in 
a  measure  overcome.  I  am  about  to  put  heat 
regulators  on  my  machines,  and  soon  hope  to 
have  the  success  I  have  worked  so  hard 
for.  In  conclusion,  I  want  to  say  a  good  word 
for  the  moisture  gauge  manufactured  by  J.  L. 
Campbell,  West  Elizabeth,  Pa.  I  tried  all  sum- 
mer to  get  a  good  hatch,  but  could  not 
regulate  the  moisture,  and  never  got  over  50  per 
cent,  till  I  sent  him  25  cents  for  one,  and  actually 
got  96  per  cent,  of  the  fertile  eggs ;  chicks  all 
healthy  and  grow  like  weeds.  I  am  not  an 
agent,  nor  am  I  acquainted  with  the  gentleman, 
and  my  only  object  in  writing  this  is  to  help 
some  amateur  over  the  rough  places,  the  same 
as  I  would  have  thanked  any  one  to  help  me.  If 
you,  Mr.  Editor,  consider  this  a  dead  head 
adv.  throw  it  out,  for  I  detest  those  miserable 
"suckers"  who  are  trying  to  beat  you  continu- 
ally by  writing  "letters"  in  the  form  of  an  ad- 
vertisement, and  I  think  any  man  who  will  steal 
an  adv.  will  do  the  same  on  anything  else.  Will 
write  again  some  time,  giving  you  a  description 
of  my  machine  which  any  one  with  good  com- 
mon sense  can  build,  and  by  buying  a  neat  reg- 
ulator can  have  a  machine  of  300  egg  capacity, 
that  will  cost,  regulator  and  all,  not  to  exceed 
$20.  Success  to  the  Poultry  Keeper,  the  best 
poultry  paper  published. 

[We  endorse  all  that  is  said  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
moisture  gauge,  for  we  use  them.  Will  be  pleas- 
ed to  have  Mr.  Towner's  improvements  at  any 
time.— Ed.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


From  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

MRS.  L.  A.  THURSTON,  HONOLULU,  OAHTJ. 

My  attempts  at  raising  poultry  have  been 
■rather  discouraging.  Our  climate  here  is  warm 
the  year  round  and  pleasant,  and  one  would 
think  it  was  just  the  place  for  such  occupation. 
But  we  have  such  diseases  to  contend  with  that 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  raise  chicks.  Our 
worst  enemy  is  what  we  call  the  sore-head — 
wart-like  sores  will  start  on  different  parts  of  the 
head,  and  in  a  short  time  will  spread  so  as  to 
close  the  eyes,  and  extend  into  the  mouth,  so 
that  the  little  things  can  scarcely  swallow.  I 
have  tried  every  remedy  that  I  have  heard  of 
but  to  no  purpose.  I  had  a  flock  of  about  150 
chicks.  One  day  twelve  sore-heads  appeared 
simultaneously,  and  in  three  weeks  all  were 
dead  with  the  exception  of  six.  Those  that  were 
left  were  half-grown.  Two  are  now  left.  The 
others  were  found  dead  on  the  ground  in  the 
morning,  nothing  apparently  the  matter.  As 
they  roosted  out  of  doors  it  wasn't  from  bad 
ventilation.  I  have  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for 
lice.  I  am  not  discouraged  to  the  extent  of  giv- 
ing it  up  this  year.  I  shall  keep  on  trying  and 
.  may  do  better  as  I  gain  experience.  If  you  can 
give  any  help  and  advice  in  this  matter  it  will 
be  gratefully  received. 

[A  mixture  of  cedar  oil  and  crude  petroleum 
is  perhaps  the  best  remedy.  It  should  be  rubbed 
on  the  heads.  It  has  been  one  of  the  Florida 
difficulties  also,being  peculiar  to  warm  climates. 
—Ed.]  _ 

Fifty  Dollars  from  Less  than  Four, 

G.  F.  DOOLITTLE,  OWATONNA,  MINN. 

.  Will  you  allow  me  to  express  my  views  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  as  an  advertising  medium?  I 
have  been  breeding  chickens  for  the  past  8  years, 
but  have  not  thought  fit  to  advertise  any  until 
i  last  spring,  and  then  I  sent  the  Poultry  Keeper 
$3.82  for  a  3  line  advertisement  for  3  months,  and 
I  have  sold  over  50  dollars  worth  of  eggs  from 
that  little  advertisement.  I  have  the  letters  on 
file  in  my  desk  in  proof  of  this  statement,  and 
«very  one  says  I  saw  your  advertisement  in 
Poultry  Keeper,  so  I  have  the  best  kind  of 
proof.  I  have,  on  the  strength  of  this  fact,  pur- 
chased 5  more  varieties  of  fowls,  and  built  5  new 
hen-houses  and  have  the  breeding  stock  all  coop- 
ed in  them  in  good  shape.  My  plan  is  my  own, 
as  I  never  saw  anything  like  it,  and  I  am  going 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  and,  if  it  is  all  right  I  will 
give  you  a  drawing  of  my  plan  sometime  in  the 
near  future. 

I  was  away  from  home  last  week  calling  on 
a  brother  breeder,  and  at  one  place  I  saw 
the  way  some  persons  kill  their  nice  fowls.  I 
saw  wheat,  corn  and  shorts  laying  around,  enough 
for  2  or  3  days  teed  for  fifty  fowls,  and  this 

gerson  saw  that  I  was  surprised  at  the  way 
e  scattered  his  feed,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  gave 
my  fowls  all  the  grain  they  wanted  and  how  I 
fed  them,  etc.  He  had  29  as  good  birds  as  any 
•  one  would  ask  to  have,  and  he  should  have  had 
15  or  20  eggs  each  day  from  the  29  hens,  but  from 
seven  to  nine  eggs  was  all  he  claimed  to  get.  I 
gave  him  my  plan,  which  is  to  never  over  feed. 
Give  just  what  the  fowls  will  run  after  and  not 
any  if  they  seem  lazy  about  it.  I  scatter  it  all 
.  about  in  the  straw  and  leaves,  or  in  any  place 
where  they  will  have  to  scratch  and  hunt  for  it, 
and  I  find  my  fowls  healthy  and  strong,  and  lay 
almost  constantly.  I  give  a  variety  of  food  all 
the  time.  I  never  let  them  get  tired  of  one 
kind.  I  feed  morning,  noon,  and  night,  and  any 
time  between,  if  they  ask  me  for  it.  If  a  person 
has  any  knowledge  of  his  pets  he  can  tell  when 
they  want  anything,  and  also  if  it  is  proper  for 
them  to  have  it,  and  I  say,  now,  one  should  not 
let  feed  lay  around  all  day  long,  and  let  his 
fowls  get  so  fat  they  can't  lay,  or  hardly  live, 
but  they  should  have  careful  feeding  and  atten- 
tion given  them  at  all  times,  to  keep  them  in 
good  healthy  condition. 

[Thanks  for  kind  letter.which  is  not  only  grati- 
fying to  us,  but  the  advice  will  be  appreciated 
.by  our  readers.— Ed.] 


The  Incubator  in  Oregon, 

GEO.  H.  RIGDON,  LA  GRANDE,  OREGON. 

I  want  to  tell  the  many  readers  of  your  valu- 
able little  paper  that  the  P.  K  incubator  will 
hatch  even  out  here  in  Eastern  Oregon.  I  made 
one,  the.  first  incubator  I  ever  saw.  I  am  not  a 
mechanic,  and  it  is  not  particularly  conspicuous 
for  fine  workmanship  It  is  made  of  the  odds 
and  ends  of  such  lumber  as  happened  to  be  on 
hand,  and  pasted  over  with  old  newspapers. 
The  tank  cost  $3.25,  thermometer  $1.00.  I  put  in 
66  eggs  and  started  it  going.  Did  not  sprinkle 
the  eggs  at  all.  Kept  six  small  sponges  in  the 
drawer.  Wet  them,  squeezed  them  lightly,  and 
placed  them  in  in  the  morning ;  at  night  if  they 
were  dry  wet  them  again;  turned  eggs  twice 
a  day;  cooled  down  to  70  once;  used  about  three 
gallons  of  water  in  the  morning  and  two  at 
night,  the  weather  most  of  the  time  being  quite 


cool.  Did  not  test  the  eggs.  About  the  19th 
day  broke  one  to  see  how  we  were  getting  along 
and  thereby  killed  a  nice  chick.  Got  33  fine 
healthy  chicks  from  the  remaining  65  eggs.  Eun 
until  the  morning  of  the  23rd  day,  when  I 
thought  the  job  was  finished ;  broke  the  remain- 
ing eight,  and  killed  four  more  chicks  in  them ; 
two  chicks  died  in  the  shell  after  piping  and  one 
was  dead  in  the  shell  besides ;  four  had  started 
but  quit  the  first  week,  and  21  of  the  eggs  were 
clear.  Now  I  think  as  I  hatched  75  per  cent,  of 
the  fertile  eggs,  after  killing  four  in  the  shell, 
and  allowing  two  to  die  that  had  broken  the 
shell,  the  incubator  is  a  daisy.  I  had  other 
chickens  hatched  under  a  hen  on  the  same  day 
with  the  incubator  chicks — eggs  from  the  same 
stock,  and  I  could  not  see  a  shade  of  difference 
between  them.  I  got  the  heat  up  to  107  the  first 
night,  and  only  kept  it  from  getting  a  good  deal 
higher  by  repeatedly  pulling  out  the  egg  drawer 
and  letting  them  cool  down.  I  think  too  much 
heat  at  first  destroyed  the  fertility  of  not  less 
than  12  or  15  of  the  eggs,  as  from  12  settings  of 
the  same  kind  of  eggs  under  hens  before  and 
since  starting  the  inculpator  about  one  in  twelve 
have  proved  infertile.  I  feel  confident  again, 
with  equally  good  eggs,  that  I  can  come  in  the 
near  neighborhood  of  90  per  cent,  of  the  fertile 
eggs.  But  for  making  my  letter  too  long  I  would 
tell  you  how  I  made  a  Dakin  brooder  for  10 
cents. 

[We  can't  let  you  off,  so  tell  us  how  you  made 
the  brooder  at  such  a  low  cost.— Ed.] 


An  Early  Hatched  Ohick. 

H.  A.  HILLS,  EAST  SPRINGFIELD,  PA. 

I  read  an  article  written  by  G.  E.  Partrage, 
Batavia,  111.,  in  November  number  of  Poultry 
Keeper,  in  relation  to  the  possibility  of  a  hen 
retaining  an  egg  until  incubation  shall  have  com- 
menced, and  the  chicken  perfectly  formed  be- 
fore the  egg  is  deposited  in  the  nest  by  the  hen. 
This  statement  gives  me  courage  to  give  to  the 
public  my  experience  corroborative  of  the  possi- 
bility of  such  an  occurrence  as  Mr.  Partrage  re- 
lates. On  the  23d  of  April  last  I  set  a  hen  on  15 
eggs.  The  eggs  were  all  fresh  laid.  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  in  this  as  I  gathered  the  eggs  from  all 
the  nests  every  day.  The  eggs  placed  under  this 
hen  were  all  laid  the  same  day  I  set  her.  Eleven 
days  thereafter,  to  my  astonishment,  I  found  a 
well-develoved  chicken  hatched  from  one  of  the 
15  eggs  I  placed  under  this  hen.  I  took  the 
chicken  from  her  and  cared  for  it  in  the  house. 
Ten  days  thereafter  the  hen  came  off  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  chickens.  I  related  this,  to  me,  wonder- 
ful production,  feeling  at  the  same  time  that 
they  would  not  believe  but  what  the  eggs  had  by 
some  means  got  mixed  with  other  eggs  that  had 
been  set  on  before.  This  I  knew  was  not  the  case. 
I  kept  track  of  this  chicken  during  the  season.  It 
did  not  feather  out  as  other  chickens,  looking 
rough  until  half  grown.  We  killed  and  dressed 
it  last  week.  In  dressing  it  we  found  a  double 
gizzard,  connected  like  two  links  of  sausage. 
The  two  being  over  five  inches  in  length.  On 
cutting  them  open  we  found  gravel  distributed 
through  them  both. 

[We  have  no  reason  for  doubting  Mr.  Hill. 
There  are  often  unaccountable  occurrences  that 
sometimes  puzzle  all.— Ed.] 


Remarkable  Incnbator  Hatch. 

DR.  B.  BEMENT,  84  MULBERRY  ST.,  LOCKPORT,  N.  Y. 

I  give  you  my  experience  with  a  home-made 
incubator.  The  machine  is  constructed  very 
much  after  the  P.  K.  plan,  the  improvement  be- 
ing mainly  in  the  ventilator  and  top.  Instead 
of  Duilding  the  ventilator  in  the  bottom  of  the 
machine  I  leave  the  bottom  open  and  have  a 
drawer  6  inches  deep  to  slide  in  one  inch  from 
the  bottom  and  two  inches  below  the  egg  draw- 
er. This  is  provided  with  six  ventilating  tubes 
5%  inches  long,  and  the  drawer  is  filled  with 
sawdust.  Two  of  the  tubes  are  stopped  with 
corks,  leaving  four  open  to  admit  air.  The  top 
is  made  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  machine, 
and  consists  of  a  box  six  inches  deep  enclosed 
all  around  and  filled  with  sawdust.  A  tin  pipe 
passes  through  it  large  enough  to  slip  over  the 
tube  through  which  the  water  is  poured  into  the 
tank.  A  slot  is  sawed  into  the  front  of  the  box, 
containing  the  tank,  to  admit  the  faucet,  so  the 
tank  can  be  lifted  out  at  any  time  by  removing 
the  top  from  the  machine.  Having  built  the  box 
and  packed  it,  set  in  the  tank,  and  place  the  top 
in  position,  which  should  rest  on  edges  of  the 
box  and  touch  the  top  of  the  tank.  Now  we 
will  suppose  the  machine  to  be  complete  and 
in  operation.  If  the  operator  is  careful  there 
will  be  no  trouble  in  maintaining  an  even 
temperature,  but  there  is  more  liability  to 
raise  the  temperature  too  high  than  to  allow 
it  to  run  too  low.  In  correcting  this  difficulty  is 
where  I  claim  merit  for  my  improvements. 
Should  the  temperature  get  too  high  remove  the 
corks  from  the  ventilator  tubes  and  in  an  hour 
or  two  it  will  drop  two  degrees.  If  this  is  enough 
replace  the  corks  and  the  heat  will  remain  at 
that  point  until  time  for  adding  water.  If  you 
wisli  to  lower  the  temperature  more  than  two 
degrees  remove  the  corks  and  then  raise  one  end 
of  the  cover  about  an  inch  and  wedge  it  up  in 
that  position  to  allow  the  surplus  heat  to  escape 


from  the  top  of  the  tank,  taking  care  to  close  it 
as  soon  as  the  thermometer  marks  the  right  de- 
gree. I  operated  my  machine  a  week  without 
eggs  and  by  dividing  the  day  into  periods  of 
eight  hours,  and  being  punctual,  I  succeeded  in 
regulating  the  quantity  of  water  so  that  it  went 
four  days  with  a  variation  of  only  one  degree. 
A  pan  of  water  must  be  kept  in  the  ventilator 
but  instead  of  using  sponges  in  the  egg  drawer 
I  sprinkled  the  eggs  every  alternate  morning 
with  water  drawn  from  the  tank.  April  23rd  I 
loaded  the  machine  with  106  eggs  (mostly  from 
my  breeding  pen  of  White  Cochins)  and  on  the 
tenth  day  tested  them,  finding  but  two  infertile. 
On  the  2lst  day  I  had  as  a  result  104  lively  chick- 
ens, or  100  per  cent,  of  the  fertile  eggs, 
which  I  believe  is  the  best  record 
ever  made.  All  who  saw  the  machine 
assured  me  that  it  would  not  work,  and  some  of 
my  friends  who  had  tried  vainly  to  get  chickens 
from  "Nature's  Incubator"  failed  to  give  me  any 
encouragement,  so  I  only  prepared  quarters  to 
receive  a  few  chicks.  The  crop  being  so  large 
crowded  the  nursery  so  that  before  I  could  get  a 
large  brooder  twenty-one  were  crowded  out  of 
existence,  leaving  me  83.  Have  lost  two  since, 
but  the  rest  show  no  signs  of  dying  before  their 
time.  The  chicks  are  in  size  and  strength  equal 
to  any  hen-hatched  chicks  a  week  older.  Scores 
of  people  came  so  see  the  "orphans,"  and  the 
fertility  of  the  eggs  being  so  well  established  in- 
creased the  demand  for  Cochin  eggs  largely. 
Am  now  running  the  machine  with  106  eggs 
from  the  grocery,  and  will  give  you  the  result 
when  the  hatch  comes  off.  The  main  points  in 
operating  this  machine  seem  to  be: 

1.  Have  patience  and  don't  expect  a  change 
of  temperature  under  two  hours  after  adding 
water. 

2.  Learn  to  run  the  machine  right  before  load- 
ing it  with  eggs. 

3.  Be  punctual  in  adding  the  water  and  in 
turning  the  eggs. 

4.  Make  allowance  the  last  week  for  the 
animal  heat  in  the  eggs,  and  add  less  water. 

5.  Do  not  open  the  egg  drawer  unnecessarily. 
[We  regret  that  this  letter  has  not  appeared 

sooner.  The  Dr.  has  done  well,  having  secured 
100  per  cent,  with  a  home-made  incubator.— Ed.] 


An  Excellent  Plan  for  an  Incnbator. 

EDWIN  A.  SNAPE,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Being  a  subscriber  of  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
and  an  interested  chicken  keeper,  I  thought  a 
little  of  my  experience  would  not  be  amiss.  I 
started  about  2  years  ago  with  4  chickens  and  a 
rooster  (White  Leghorns).  I  have  now  over 
thirty  of  the  finest  chickens  I  ever  saw,  which  is 
as  many  asl  have  room  to  accommodate  at  pres- 
ent. Last  spring  I  made  an  incubator  of  my  own 
plans,  never  having  seen  one  in  my  life  before. 
It  is  a  square  wooden  box.  with  a  tank  12  inches 
high  covered  round  with  sawdust.  Under  it  is 
the  drawer  which  I  think  is  the  best  I  ever  heard 
of.  The  drawer  is  6  inches  high,  with  a  shelf 
half  way,  the  shelf  being  perforated.  Under 
this  shelf  I  have  3  tanks  y2  inch  deep  and  2  inches 
wide,  running  the  length  of  the  drawer  for  moist- 
ure. These  I  have  filled  with  sand  and  every  3 
days  during  incubation  I  pour  water  in  them. 
On  the  shell  for  the  eggs  to  lie  on  I  have  flannel, 
so  that  the  moisture  can  easily  come  through. 
The  drawer  slides  very  easily,  and  goes  inside 
2  inches,  so  that  there  is  room  for  a  lid  to  cover 
that  space,  as  I  found  by  testing,  leaving  the 
drawer  like  a  common  table  drawer,  there  were 
six  degrees  in  difference  between  the  front  part 
and  the  back.  For  air  I  have  six  holes  on  either 
side,  just  above  the  drawer.  In  these  I  have 
pegs,  so  as  to  cover  up  during  the  first  seven 
days  of  incubation,  and  therefore  lose  no  unnec- 
essary heat.  It  is  so  constructed  as  to  pull  the 
drawer  out  and  put  sand  on  the  bottom,  and 
then  use  it  for  a  brooder,  after  incubation. 
There  is  one  thing  more  I  will  mention.  I  have 
made  a  "self-opener,"  to  let  my  chickens  out 
in  the  morning  before  I  get  out,  although  the 
trap  door  being  shut  all  night.  It  is  so  construc- 
ted as  when  the  chickens  jump  from  their  roost 
in  the  morning  they  jump  on  a  board.  This 
board  is  fastened  by  a  piece  of  string  to  the 
trap  door,  so  that  when  the  board  is  pushed 
down  it  unloosens  a  catch  and  allows  the  trap 
door  to  spring  open.  I  could  write  much  more, 
but  thinking  this  is  enough  for  the  first,  I  will 
close.  Hoping  if  you  think  this  will  benefit  your 
readers  you  will  publish  it. 

[It  is  a  very  valuable  letter,  full  of  informa- 
tion to  our  readers,  and  should  be  read  by  all.— 
Ed.] 

How  I  Made  My  Incnbator. 

A.  H.  MOORE,  LENA,  O. 

I  received  the  Poultry  Keeper  which  told 
me  how  to  make  an  incubator,  which  came  near 
the  plans  I  had  settled  on  after  a  long  study,  so 
I  built  one  after  the  Poultry  Keeper  plan, 
with  a  little  of  my  own  combined.  Instead  ot 
making  ventilator  according  to  Poultry 
Keeper  directions  I  made  it  9  in.  deep,  with  a 
drawer  on  top,  the  same  size  of  egg  drawer, 
with  short  pipes  in,  to  connect  with  ventilator 
pipes.  This  drawer  I  filled  with  sand  and  I 
sprinkled  the  sand  instead  of  the  eggs,  to  get  my 
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moisture,  which  I  think  is  better  than  putting 
water  on  the  eggs.  In  spite  of  all  the  jokes  my 
neighbors  got  off  on  me  and  having  me  open  it 
every  hour  for  them  to  feel  every  egg  in  the 
drawer,  I  had  very  good  luck.  My  first  hatch 
was  about  75  per  cent.  This  turned  the  jokes, 
and  made  me  feel  as  if  the  wit  was  on  my  side. 
My  second  hatch  I  knew  just  how  to  handle  an 
incubator,  and  had  sickness  in  my  family,  so  I 
let  things  run  themselves  a  little  too  much, 
and  only  got  about  50  per  cent.  My  third  hatch 
1  knew  how  to  run  an  incubator  and  knew  it  had 
to  be  run  about  right,so  I  attended  to  my  business 
and  got  about  90  per  cent.  My  main  trouble  was 
the  chicks  seemed  to  fill  the  shell  so  full  they 
had  not  room  to  pick  out,  and  seemed  to  be  too 
much  blood  in  them.  Now  will  some  one  please 
tell  me  what  was  the  trouble,  and  how  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  size  of  my  egg  drawer  is  28x27 
inches.  This  holds  about  160  eggs,  laid  in  rows, 
so  as  to  be  convenient  to  turn.  The  tank  has 
two  pipes  for  filling,  one  in  front  and  one  in 
back  end,  so  I  can  get  the  heat  more  even  in  the 
drawer.  Tank  is  27x28  inches,  12  inches  deep. 
My  wife  got  tired  of  the  incubator  and  tried 
some  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  with  no  better  results 
than  the'  box  as  we  called  it. 

[Too  much  moisture  at  first  will  cause  chicks 
to  grow  rapidly.  They  get  too  large  to  stay  in, 
and  are  not  old  enough  to  come  out,  hence  die  in 
the  shell— Ed.]  _ 

A  Very  Valuable  Letter, 

W.  A.  MARSH,  ORLANDO,  FLA. 

I  would  like  to  whisper  a  few  words  in  the 
•ear  of  friend  Myers,  and  any  other  of  my  broth- 
er poultrymen  who  may  wish  to  hear  a  bit  of  ex- 
perience. I  agree  with  Mr.  Myers  that  poultry 
raising  is  just  as  difficult  in  Florida  as  anywhere, 
but  do  not  think  it  any  more  so.  The  cost  of 
feeding  is  higher,  but  as  for  raising  chicks  T  can 
raise  easily  all  I  hatch  except,  for  hawks.  If  the 
fowls  are  properly  mated  the  chicks  will  be  as 
■strong  as  anywhere  else.  Lice  are  no  harder  to 
keep  in  check  than  in  the  north  If  you  com- 
mence in  the  beginning.  The  houses  should  be 
whitewashed  three  times  a  year ;  the  hen  house 
cleaned  once  a  week  at  least,  and  a  few  shovels 
full  of  muck  or  sand  thrown  in  under  the  roosts 
to  catch  the  droppings.  Put  a  couple  of  hands- 
full  of  ground  tobacco  in  each  nest  and 
change  the  nests  every  two  months,  sprinkle 
a  little  tobacco  under  the  roosts  at  each 
cleaning  of  the  house,  and  pour  coal  oil  on 
the  roosts  each  week,  and  you  will  have  no  lice. 
I  set  my  hens  and  they'  come  off  with  their 
chicks  without  a  mite.  Now  for  sore  head.  An 
ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure 
My  fowls  never  have  any  approach  to  sore  head 
until  the  last  of  September,  and  then  only  the 
young.  About  that  time  I  go  over  my  whole 
nock,  and  rub  coal  oil  on  tlieir  heads,  and  in 
three  years  I  have  only  lost  two  chickens  by  the 
disease.  It  is  all  a  mistake  about  building  open 
houses  for  fowls  in  Florida.  I  have  tried  faith- 
fully, and  as  long  as  I  had  open-roofed,  open- 
sided  houses  I  had  roup,  lice,  cholera,  and  more 
trouble  than  you  could  shake  a  stick  at.  Then 
I  went  to  work  and  made  a  tight  roof,  and  that 
was  better,  and  now  I  make  thoroughly  tight 
houses  and  have  no  trouble.  I  nave  never  had 
gapes.  If  the  little  chicks  are  allowed  to  run 
(the  hens  confined  in  coops  of  course)  and  fed 
on  a  mixture  of  corn,  oats  and  bran,  ground  to- 
gether, with  a  little  pure-ground  bone  now  and 
then,  they  will  not  have  dysentery.  Fowls 
must  have  green  food,  and  if  it  is  not  at  hand 
grow  it  for  them.  They  are  very  fond  of  crab 
grass  and  cow  peas,  both,  easily  "raised,  and  the 
yards  should  be  plowed  at  least  four  times  a 
year. 

[The  above  excellent  letter  applies  not  only  to 
Florida  but  elsewhere.  It  contains  a  vast 
amount  of  valuable  information  to  the  inexpe- 
rienced, and  we  request  all  to  read  it.— Ed] 


Repeated  Failures  but  Good  at  Last. 

A.  L.  REAGH,  W.  ROXBURT,  MASS. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  give  the  re- 
sult of  my  trial  with  the  Poultry  Keeper  in- 
cubator. I  made  one  after  the  plans  given  last 
Nov.  in  P.  K.  I  presume  I  made  it  a  little  more 
carefully  than  most  of  the  machines  are  made, 
and  I  packed  it  with  care,  and  according  to  the 
instructions  given.  Sent  it  home,  and  heated 
it  up  about  the  1st  of  March,  and  ran  it  one 
week  before  I  put  the  eggs  in,  and  had  so  much 
faith  in  it  that  I  put  in  86  eggs ;  had  a  moisture 
pan  and  everything  complete,  turned  the  eggs 
once  a  day  and  all  that,  and  when  21  days  had 
expired  I  did  not  have  a  live  chick.  There  were 
four  started,  but  had  succumbed  to  the  heat. 
The  eggs  were  good,  of  my  own  raising,  and  I 
put  some  of  the  same  under  hens  so  as  to  be 
sure  of  their  fertility,  and  they  all  hatched.  I 
threw  the  first  lot  out  of  the  drawer,  and  put  50 
more  in,  and  supposed  I  should  have  better 
fortune  next  time,  but  there  was  not  a  sign  of  a 
chick  this  time.  The  first  time  I  ran  the  ma- 
chine from  100°  to  104°,  and  the  second  time  I 
ran  from  103°  to  106°,  supposing  I  had  not  given 
the  first  lot  heat  enough.  Now,  I  began,  as  the 
saying  is,  to  tumble  to  the  occasion.  I  took  my 
thermometer  and  put  it  under  a  setting  hen,  and 


it  marked  97°,  and  I  tried  another  and  they  all 
gave  the  same  result,  so  I  emptied  the  drawer 
again.  This  time  I  ran  my  machine  at  97°  and 
not  higher  than  a  100°.  I  put  in  33  eggs,  and  on 
the  twentieth  day  there  tumbled  out  28  as  bright 
chicks  as  ever  was.  Now  I  believe  the  heat 
should  never  rise  above  97°,  if  it  can  be  helped. 
My  reason  for  this  is,  it  is  impossible  for  the  hen 
to  get  her  eggs  heated  above  97°,  and  generally 
the  mother  hen  comes  off  once  a  day  and  the  heat 
falls  down  as  low  as  60°,  so  I  think  that  we  are 
apt  to  give  too  much  heat  rather  than  not  enough. 
I  cannot  say  anything  about  a  brooder  as  I  gave 
my  chickens  to  some  hens  I  had  for  the  occasion. 
It  is  easy  enough  to  do  this,  as  the  old  hen  is 
glad  to  have  them  if  they  are  carefully  handled. 
I  put  two  or  three  eggs  under  them  and  let  them 
set  3  or  4  days  before  the  chickens  are  due  in  the 
incubator,  and  the  night  before  they  come  out, 
and  many  of  the  eggs  are  pipped,  take  two  of 
them  and  put  them  under  old  biddie,  and  in  the 
morning  she  will  take  all  the  chicks  you  are  will- 
ing to  give  her. 

[Friend  R.  should  have  turned  the  eggs  twice 
a  day,  as  per  directions.  The  thermometers  were 
all  wrong.  They  recorded  97°  under  the  hen 
but  the  true  heat  was  103.— Ed.] 


An  Improvement  in  the  Egg  Drawer. 

S.  H.  CLARK,  EL  WOOD,  IOWA. 

I  have  been  running  two  P.  K  and  two  common 
sense  incubators  since  last  March.  The  firstone 
I  made  the  egg  drawer  A%  inches  deep,  and  only 
hatched  fifty  percent,  of  the  fertile  eggs,  while 
the  first  one  hatched  ninety  per  cent.  I  took  a 
rip  saw  and  cut  off  l\4  inches  from  the  top  of  the 
drawer,  and  placed  it  under  the  drawer,  raising 
the  eggs  nearer  the  sheet  iron,  and  could  then 
hatch  eighty-five  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  fertile 
eggs  and  once  I  got  100  per  cent.,  and  I  think 
there  is  a  great  advantage  in  having  the  drawer 
in  two  pieces  for  when  the  chicks  begin  to  come 
out  I  remove  the  Vyi  inch  piece  from  the  bottom 
and  place  it  on  top  of  the  drawer,  and  by  sodoing 
I  can  give  the  little  fellows  more  head  room  till 
they  are  ready  for  the  brooder.  Now  if  you  can 
find  any  good  in  this  you  can  use  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  craft. 

[Our  new  plan  of  trays  enables  one  to  raise  or 
lower  the  trays  (eggs)  by  placing  strips  under 
them.— Ed.] 


Cholera  and  Other  Bowel  Diseases. 

3.  J.  BRADLEY,  NEWPORT,  PA. 

Please  explain  the  difference  between  cholera 
and  diarrhoea.  I  think  many  persons  call  them 
the  same  disease  and  apply  the  same  remedy. 
Old  Dr.  Cooper  described  cholera  as  a  drooping 
of  the  wings  and  a  sticky  slime  in  the  mouth 
and  throat;  and  diarrhoea  as  a  discharge  re- 
sembling stale  eggs  sticking  to  the  feathers  near 
the  vent.  I  believe  his  description  correct.  , 

[We  believe  we  specially  called  attention  to 
the  color  of  the  urates  in  the  droppings  during 
cholera.— Ed.] 


Treatment  of  Cropbound  Fowls. 

This  is  perhaps  the  commonest  form  of  crop 
trouble,  and  is  generally  caused  by  careless 
feeding.  If  green  food  be  withheld  for  some- 
time and  then  given  in  unlimited  quantities,  the 
fowl  will  eat  to  repletion,  and  as  the  crop  cannot 
get  rid  of  this  mass  of  undigested  food  all  at 
once,  it  becomes  hard,  and  not  only  cannot  it- 
self pass  into  the  stomach,  but  effectively  bars 
the  passage  thereto.  The  same  may  be  caused 
by  the  giving  of  new  grain,  which,  swelling  in 
the  crop,  becomes  a  solid  mass.  Or  on  the  other 
hand  bound  crop  is  often  caused  by  an  obstruc- 
tion of  the  outlet  such  as  a  twig  or  some  undi- 
gestible  substance  that  has  been  swallowed  by 
fowl.  The  proof  of  a  cropbound  is  purely  ex- 
ternal, but  is,  fortunately,  very  easily  discernible. 
Instead  of  the  crop  having  a  firm  close  appear- 
ance, in  fact,  not  being  noticeable,  it  is 
seen  to  hang  down  like  a  bag,  and  on  being 
felt  there  is  found  to  be  inside  a  lump  or  ball 
of  food.  This  does  not  hurt,  or  in  any  way,  un- 
til it  has  grown  very  large,  incommode  the  bird, 
who  often  seems  to  eat  more  than  usual  for 
the  reason  that  the  food  it  is  eating  is  not  feed- 
ing it,  but  going  to  increase  the  mass  in  the  crop. 
If  the  trouble  is  discovered  early,  cure  is  very 
easy.  The  first  step  is  to  pour  some  salad  oil  or 
melted  lard  down  the  throat,  and  then  to  work 
gently  with  the  hand  the  mass  in  the  crop. 
This,  if  properly  and  effectively  done,  will  soon 
cause  the  food  and  the  fluid  to  mix,  and  when 
the  mass  has  been  well  broken  up,  it  will  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  pass  away.  The  length  of 
time  necessary  to  break  up  the  mass  will  depend 
upon  the  uature  of  it,  and  I  have  known  an  hour 
required  to  do  it.  Warm  water  may  be  used  in- 
stead of  the  oil  or  lard,  but  it  is  not  so  rapid  or 
so  effective  in  its  action.  When  the  mass  has 
been  got  rid  of,  great  care  is  required  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  same  thing,which 
would  almost  certainly  result  if  food  was  imme- 
diately given  without  stint.  After  distention  like 
this,  the  crop  is  naturally  in  a  somewhat  inflam- 
ed condition,  and  very  susceptible  to  any  strain 


upon  it.  The  food,  therefore,  should  for  a  few 
days  be  very  limited  in  quantity,  and  be  of  the 
very  lightest  kind,  such  as  sopped  bread.  Often 
a  permanent  distention  of  the  crop  results  from 
a  neglect  of  this  simple  precaution.  In  about  a 
week  the  fowl  may  safely  be  put  on  to  ordinary 
diet.  When  the  kneading  process  is  ineffectual, 
then  an  operation  becomes  requisite,  but  no  one 
need  fear  the  performing  of  this  operation,  as  it 
is  a  very  simple  one  and  needs  no  great  skill. 
Nor  is  there  any  danger  involved  in  it.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  remove  from  the  crop  the  mass  of 
impermeable  stuff  gathered  there,  for  with- 
out that  is  removed  the  recovery  of  the  bird  is 
impossible,  and  it  must  soon  die  from  absolute 
starvation.  The  process  is  to  make  an  incision 
lengthwise  in  the  upper  part  of  the  crop, 
about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length. 
This  should  be  very  cleanly  made  with  a  sharp 
lancet  or  penknife.  Through  this  incision  the 
contents  of  the  crop  may  be  removed,  using  for 
that  purpose  a  small  eggspoon.  Sometimes 
the  mass  is  so  hard  that  it  cannot  pass  through 
the  aperture,  and  in  that  case  it  must  be  broken 
up,  which  can  be  done  with  care  and  patience. 
This  mass  is  usually  very  offensive  indeed,  and 
to  remove  any  contaminating  matter  from  the 
crop  this  organ  should  be  washed  out  with 
Condy's  fluid,  or  a  similar  non-poisonous  disin- 
fectant. It  is  also  desirable  to  pass  the  finger, 
well  pared  and  oiled,  into  the  orifice  so  as  to  be 
certain  that  there  is  no  obstruction  there, 
for  if  so  the  whole  process  may  have 
to  be  gone  over  again.  This  done,  the  incision 
must  be  sewed  up,  and  for  this  a  small  bent 
needle  is  best,  as  by  it  the  skin  can  be  most 
easily  gathered  together,  and  horsehair,  not 
thread.  I  prefer  to  sew  the  inner  skin  first,  and 
then  the  outer  one.  Three  stitches  will  be  need- 
ed in  each  skin,  and  it  is  preferable  to  tie  each 
stitch  separate  in  this  instance  also.  The  food 
must  be  limited  in  quantity,  and  be  composed 
either  of  sopped  bread  or  Smart's  food.  No 
water  must  be  supplied  until  the'suture  has  com- 
pletely healed  up.  For  a  time  it  is  advisable  to 
keen  a  strict,  watch  on  a  fowl  that  has  been 
cropbound,  as  there  will  be  a  tendency  to  a  re- 
currence of  it. 


Poultry — Its  Importance  as  an  Industry. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Farmer's  Club,  Bedford, 
N.  Y.,  Rev.  J.  v.  Hoyt  said :  ''On  the  farm  to- 
day poultry  is  king.  We  used  to  hear  that 
cotton  was  king,  or  that  corn  was  king ;  but 
take  the  official  report  of  1883,  for  instance.  The 
wheat  product  for  the  year  was  worth  $488,000,- 
000 ;  the  cotton  product,  $410,000,000 ;  the  dairy 
product,  $254,000,000.  But  the  poultry  product 
was  worth  $560,000,000,  almost  half  as  much  again 
as  large  as  the  cotton  product,  and  larger  than 
both  the  iron  and  steel  product  together.  Still 
it  is  not  half  as  large  as  itought  to  be.  In  1883 
we  imported  15,000,000  dozen  of  eggs,  worth  $2,- 
677,000.  Think  of  Germany  sending  us  over 
2,000,000  dozens,  and  China  over  1,000,000.  So 
much  for  the  market.  Now  I  think  that  no 
branch  of  farming  yields  a  greater  return  on  a 
small  outlay  than"  breeding  poultry.  I  have 
kept  an  accurate  record  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenses  of  my  hen-yard  for 
1885.  I  began  with  twenty-five  hens, 
representing  at  seventy-five  cents  a  plant  of 
$18.75.  During  the  vear  I  sold  3,040  eggs  for 
$63.30.  I  set  340  eggs  and  got  from  them  250 
chickens.  In  October  I  sold  150  chickens  for  $75. 
In  January  I  sold  fifty  more  for  $37.50.  The 
fifty  that  are  left  I  value  at  $50.  My  expenses 
during  the  year  for  feed,  repairs,  and  the  rest, 
were  $125,  so  that  the  net  profit  on  the  $18.75  plant 
was  about  $100.  The  experiment  was  made,  too, 
under  unfavorable  conditions.  The  yard  was 
small  and  poorly  protected.  The  coops  had  a 
northern  exposure,  and  in  winter  were  often 
more  or  less  filled  with  snow.  I  have  had  no  ex- 
perience with  poultry  raising  on  a  largescale,  and 
can  say  nothing  about  the  profits  and  peculiar 
dangers  of  a  large  poultry  farm.  Every  farmer 
could  increase  his  stock  of  chickens,  ducks  and 
geese  to  100  or  200  fowls  with  a  little  additional 
expense  and  no  risk,  and  get  a  profitable  market. 
I  guarded  against  vermin  and  other  chicken 
plagues  by  oiling  carefully  the  roosts  and  walls 
of  the  coops.  The  perches  have  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  the  style  and  shape  of  the  eggs.  Narrow 
poles  on  which  the  hens  nave  to  balance  them- 
selves with  difficulty,  make  the  eggs  small  and 
unsymmetrical ;  flat  roosts,  six  or  eight  inches 
broad  and  near  the  ground  are  much  better. 
The  fowls  do  not  injure  themselves  by  jumping 
off.  and  the  eggs  laid  at  night  do  not  break,  and 
get  the  hens  in  the  habit  of  eating  them." 


Feeding  Condition  Powders. 

As  a  variety  of  food  can  now  be  more  easily 
obtained  than  during  cold  weather,  the  fowls 
will  need  no  condiments  or  condition  powders. 
No  healthy  flock  requires  such  things  at  any 
time.  Stimulants,  or  materials  that  force  the 
pullets  unnaturally  are  baneful  in  the  end.  A  re- 
action occurs  at  some  time  or  other,  aid  that 
which  is  gained  in  the  beginning  is  lost  Anally. 
It  is  well  enough  to  use  stimulants  and  condi- 
tion powders  whenthe  flock  is  debilitated  or  in 
poor  condition,  and  then  only  for  a  short  time ; 
but  strong,  healthy  birds  need  nothing  better 
than  food  and  exercise,  with  freedom  from  lice 
and  clean  quarters.   _ 
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Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  MUST  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Com* any, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo.,  Pa. 

The  new  press  delayed  us  for  a  awhile,  but  we 
are  now  on  time  again. 

Fancier's  Gazette  and  Poultry  Keeper  to- 
gether, only  $1.25,  the  price  of  the  Gazette  alone. 

Don't  forget  Atlanta's  next  great  show.  And 
look  out  for  New  York,  too. 

Fifty  loud  horns  are  blowing  in  this  issue. 
Don't  overlook  "Condensed  Correspondence." 

The  'ice  are  holding  high  carnival  now,  but 
they  have  high  regard  for  coal  oil,  insect  powder, 
carbolic  acid,  etc. 

We  send  64  issues  in  one  year,  by  sending  us 
$1.50  for  the  Weekly  American  Poultry  Journal 
and  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

All  in  favor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  say 
"aye".  That  is  send  us  one  name  on  a  postal. 
We  are  waiting  for  it. 

"What  the  framers  intended"  now  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins.  Out  with  their  "intentions". 
Black  and  white,  plain  to  all,  is  what  is  desired. 

Grant  Parrish  has  turned  up  on  the  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Journal.  We  had  given  him  up  as 
lost. 

For  $1.00  only.  The  Poultry  Keeper,  the 
Poultry  Chum,  and  the  Poultry  Guide  and 
Friend— three  papers. 

It  takes  nine  tailors  to  make  a  man,  but  only 
half  a  dozen  men  can  make  laws  for  one  million 
poultry  raisers. 

The  Poultry  Record  is  an  old  established 
paper,  published  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Cushing,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  at  50  cents  a  year.  Send  for  a  sam- 
ple copy,  and  club  with  us  for  75  cents. 

Poor  Black  Spanish— an  excellent  breed,— but 
loaded  doivn  with  30  points  for  the  entire  head 
and  only  10  for  breast  and  body.  Yet,  if  given  a 
chance,  no  better  breed  exists. 

At  a  show  you  can  pluck  foul  feathers  from 
any  bird  but  a  game.  Consistency.  That  ac- 
counts for  loss  of  so  many  sickle  feathtrs  from 
some  birds. 

A  Standard  of  each  breed,  for  10  cents,  is  an 
assured  thing— A.  P.  A.  and  its  copyright  not- 
withstanding,—unless  the  A.  P.  A.  adopt  "horse 
sense." 

If  Babcock's  peacombs  don't  get  in  look  out 
for  some  long-winded  articles  for  the  next  five 
years.  But,  if  there  is  any  chance  at  all  Babcock 
will  get  there.  He  don't  waste  any  time  in  the 
kitchen  while  the  table  is  being  set  in  the  dining 
room. 


Sixty  cents,  in  one  or  two-cent  stamps  gets 
the  Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmers'  Magazine 
one  year.  Fifty  cents  gets  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  a  year.  Twenty-five  cents  gets  it 
for  six  months. 

Do  you  want  a  poultry  book.  For  60  cents  we 
send  the  Poultry  Keeper  and  one  of  our 
poultry  book  series,  the  price  alone  of  each  book 
being  25  cents. 

The  Rose  comb  Dominick  is  now  bred  to  a 
larger  size  than  formerly.  It  is  an  active,  hardy 
breed.  A  cross  of  the  Dominick  and  Brahma 
makes  a  splendid  fowl. 

The  Hammonton  broiler  operators  got  as  much 
as  75  cents  a  pound  for  chicks  less  than  1%  pounds 
weight  for  a  short  time.  Two  pounds  and  over 
began  to  sell  best  about  the  middle  of  May.  The 
food  costs  five  cents  per  pound  of  chick,  but  the 
labor,  etc.,  must  be  added. 

We  are  giving  you  a  great  mass  of  information 
about  incubators  this  month,  but  it  is  not  all 
original.  We  do  not  run  an  "all  original"  paper. 
We  prefer  to  tell  what  "other  folks"  think  also. 
But  we  give  credit  therefor. 

September  number  will  have  lots  of  points 
about  preserving  eggs,  while  August  will  tell 
you  of  brooders  and  chicks.  So  look  a  long  way 
ahead.  Don't  miss  a  single  number  if  you  are 
wise. 

Mr.  Felch  thinks  that  the  poultrymen  can 
no  more  get  along  without  "bosses"  than  can 
the  shovelers  on  a  railroad  bed.  But— he's  one 
of  the  "bosses."  If  he  was  a  shoveler  he  would 
take  the  other  view. 

Like  the  boy  and  his  picture  some  of  the 
"framers"  got  up  what  they  supposed  was  a 
horse  (standard)  and  for  fear  it  would  not  be 
understood,  marked  "This  is  a  horse"  under  it. 
This  is  styled— what  the  "framers"  intended. 

It  is  a  good  sign  of  the  times  when  farmers  be- 
gin to  organize  poultry  associations,  and  we  con- 
gratulate those  living  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Perry,  Ohio,  as  they  have  not  only  banded  to- 
gether, but  each  is  to  keep  a  separate  breed. 

A  Vote.— How  many  of  our  readers  think 
enough  of  our  efforts  to  send  us  one  name  on  a 
postal  card.  We  wish  every  person  interested 
in  poultry  to  get  a  sample  copy.  Let  them  come 
—from  the  northwest  territory  of  Canada  to  the 
Gulf,  from  the  lines  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  point 
of  Florida,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

They  may  give  99  points  to  earlobes  if  they 
wish,  but  the  plain/ac<  that  "pin  feathers  do  not 
easily  show  on  a  white  carcass"  causes  more 
eggs  to  be  sold,  and  gives  the  white  breeds  a 
higher  rank,  than  all  the  little  tweedle-de-dees 
that  can  cause  hair-splitting  for  a  century.  The 
market  points  must  come  in.  What  people  want 
is  flesh  and  eggs. 

It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  committees  are 
practicing  with  prisms,  so  as  to  be  able  to  define 
red,  bright  red,  crimson  red,  scarlet  red,  blood 
red,  mahogany  red,  light  red,  deep  red,  medium 
red,  reddish  yellow,  yellowish  red,  brownish 
red,  startling  red,  dull  red,  clear  red,  beet  red 
slick  red,  rough  red,  and  other  reds.  They  use 
first  one  eye  and  then  the  other.  They  think 
they  will  succeed. 

Does  anybody  know.where  the  A.  P.  A.  will 
meet.  When  they  get  ready  to  "fix  things"  they 
will  call  a  meeting  so  suddenly  that  the  "far-off 
fellows"  won't  have  time  to  pin  on  their  collars 
and  cravats  and  get  there  before  the  job  will  be 
finished.  The  next  meeting  will  be  a  "stand- 
ard" meeting,  and  the  unregenerated  are  not 
wanted.  Look  out  for  some  slick  work.  It 
won't  do  for  them  to  get  out  West  on  this  im- 
portant occasion,  as  they  may  be  "nabbed"  this 
time. 

When  your  turkeys  droop,  or  your  chickens 
appear  sleepy  and  drowsy,  look  on  the  heads  and 
necks  for  the  large  body  lice.  Then  you  will 
know  what  the  so-called  "sleepy  disease"  is. 


You  will  not  discover  the  large  lice  except  by  a 
close  search  on  the  body  of  the  bird.  Such  lice- 
are  never  seen  on  the  walls  or  in  the  nests,  like 
the  little  red  mites.  When  a  bird  is  sick,  and 
"you  can't  for  the  life  of  you  tell  what  ails  it''' 
then  look  for  the  body  lice. 

Palmyra  Poultry  Show. 

The  Palmyra  (HI.)  Poultry  Club  will  hold  a. 
show,  I.  K.  Felch,  judge,  January  10th,  11th  and 
12th.  Mr.  J.  W.  Chiles  is  Secretary.  This  will 
be  their  first  show,  but  they  expect  it  to  be  a 
large  one. 

Bine  River  Valley  Association, 

This  association  has  been  organized  at  New 
Castle,  Indiana,  with  Mr.  J.  A.  Cotton  as  Presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  J.  W.  Foutz  as  Secretary.  The 
show  will  begin  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  25th  and- 
continue  four  days. 

Quincy  Poultry  Association, 

The  Quincy.  111.,  Poultry  Association  will  be- 
held at  Quincy,  Nov.  22d  to  26th,  inclusive,  with, 
Mr.  B.  N.  Pierce  as  Judge.  Freb.  B.  Nichol,. 
Quincy,  is  Secretary,  who  will  cheerfully  reply 
to  all  interested. 

Will  the  Incubator  Work, 

We  mean  the  one  illustrated  in  this  issue.  If" 
it  did  not  we  would  not  give  it  to  you.  Read  the 
"Condensed  correspondence,"  where  names  and 
addresses  are  given  in  full,  and  the  writers  will: 
tell  you.  There  are  lots  of  big  hatches  mentioned. - 

Does  Anybody  Want  One. 

If  you  know  of  a  friend  who  may  wish  a  copy 
of  this  number,  showing  the  incubator,  drop  us  a 
card,  as  it  is  free  to  all.  Cheap  enough— and  a 
one-cent  postal  card  pays  for  something  worth' 
having.  Send  in  the  names  for  a  copy. 

Begging  Letters. 

Let  us  advise  Poultry  Associations  to  cease- 
sending  out  begging  letters  for  specials.  It  is- 
not  creditable,  and  one-half  of  the  offers  are  not 
worth  the  space  they  take  up  in  the  premium 
list, the  winners  giving,  them  away  to  their 
friends. 

Every  Reader  Pay  Attention. 

Here's  a  vote.  We  wish  every  reader  to  send 
us  one  name  on  a  postal  card,  for  a  sample  copy. 
We  wish  to  see  how  many  of  them  will  thus  vote 
to  help  us.  You  may  send  a  hundred  names  if 
you  wish,  or  two  or  three,  but  we  only  ask  for 
one.  Let  it  be  of  some  person  interested  to 
poultry.  We  are  doing  all  we  can  for  you-.  Can't 
you  oblige  us  in  that  one  little  favor,  costing 
only  a  postal  card. 

New  Bethlehem  Show. 

New  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  has  organized  an  asso- 
ciation, and  expects  to  hold  its  show  December 
2Tth-30th,  with  Mr,  J.  Y.  Bicknell  as  judge.They 
think  the  show  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
ever  held  in  that  section,  and  are  already  mak- 
ing arrangements  in  time.  The  officers  are  : 
W.  P.  Henry,  President;  C.  W.  Allebach,  W.  M. 
Moore,  and  E.  E.  Fruitt,  Vice  Presidents ;  W.  M. 
Andrews,  Secretary ;  F.  P.  Williams,  Treasurer. 

The  Great  Howe  Broiler  Farm. 

Next  month,  if  the  cuts  are  ready,  we  propose 
to  give  the  whole  process  by  which  3000  broilers 
are  kept  on  a  space  26x200,  (a  town  lot)  by  Mr. 
E.  C.  Howe,  of  Hammonton,  N.  J.  They  are 
hatched  and  brooded  with  hot  water— not  a  lamp 
used.  A  stove  warms  the  chicks  with  hot  water 
pipes.  We  will  give  plan  of  the  stove,  the  pipes, 
the  building,  and  make  it  as  plain  as  can  be.  He 
uses  the  same  incubator  which  we  illustrate  in 
this  issue.  We  will  also  give  other  brooders. 
So  look  out  for  August,  and  then— save  it.  Send 
in  the  names  of  any  of  your  friends.  '  Each  issue 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper  is  worth  a  year's  sub. 
scription.  The  incubator  can  be  made  by  any- 
one, or  can  be  procured  of  Major  C.  M.  Jordan,, 
Hammonton,  N.  J.,  225  eggs,  for  $25. 
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Who  Blows  Our  Horn, 

There  is  no  use  of  our  blowing  any  kind  of 
horn.  Read  our  correspondence  (and  we  give 
over  50  names  and  addresses)  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  our  readers  blow  it  for  us.  No  paper  ever 
printed  receives  so  many  compliments.  We 
keep  a  great  many  horns  blowing  as  well  as  our 
own,  and  the  other  horns  are  the  loudest.  But 
we  have  something  worth  blowing  about.  Every 
issue  of  the  P.  K.  is  a  big  book  of  information. 


The  Great  Chicago  Show. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Munger,  DeKalb,  Illinois,  the  Secre- 
tary, writes  Chat  the  date  of  the  great  show  at 
Chicago  is  Nov.  8th  to  18th,  1887.  Inquiries  for 
the  premium  list  are  now  coming  in  rapidly,  and 
will  be  ready  to  send  out  in  a  short  time.  One 
party  writes :  "  Book  me  for  100  birds  at  your 
'  Greatest  Poultry  Show  on  Earth.'  "  Another 
says:  "I  am  raising  some  of  the  finest  chicks  I 
ever  bred,  for  your  great  poultry  show  next 
Nov."  Chicago  takes  the  lead. 

Experienced  Assistants, 

Those  desiring  experienced  help,  or  those  de- 
siring to  help,  can  be  accommodated  in  this 
journal  free  of  charge,  as  we  propose  to  keep  a 
list  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Morgan,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  who  is  an 
experienced  manager,  and  familiar  with  secur- 
ing good  hatches  from  incubators,  will  corres- 
pond with  anyone  desiring  to  engage  with  him. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Stowe,  New  Hartford,  Ct.,  wishes  to 
know  where  he  can  procure  wild  rice. 

Those  interested  will  please  address  them,  in 
order  to  save  time. 


A  Fnnny  Petition. 

It  is  amusing  to  read  the  petition  (?)  of  40  gen- 
tlemen, all  breeders,  to  the  half-dozen  Boss 
Tweed's,  to  allow  the  White  Wyandottes  into 
the  standard.  It  looks  funny  because  the  40 
men  make  a  larger  number  than  the  A.  P.  A. 
ever  had  together  at  one  of  its  meetings  since 
its  existence.  The  attitude  of  the  majority  pet? 
Honing  a  minority,  or  somebody  who  has  no 
more  rights  in  the  matter  than  the  man  in  the 
moon,  is  ridiculous.  Make  your  own  standard 
gentlemen.  Suppose  you  are  not  admitted — 
what  then  ?  Why,  you  will  go  on  selling  birds 
and  eggs  all  the  same,  as  you  don't  propose  to 
Stop.  Meantime  the  Boss  Tweeds  look  on  and 
smile  up  their  sleeves  at  the  power  so  generous- 
ly and  graciously  conferred  on  them. 


A  Receipt  for  Preserving  Eggs, 

Mr.  S.  E.  Anderson,  Newark,  Ohio,  offers  the 
the  Poultry  Keeper  his  recipe  for  preserving 
eggs  as  a  premium,  but  as  it  would  entail  on  us 
a  system  of  bookkeeping  we  regret  we  cannot 
accept  his  offer.  But  perhaps  our  readers  may 
not  thank  us  for  withholding  the  information,  so 
we  will  give  a  portion  of  Mr.  Anderson's  letter. 
He  says : 

"I  have  been  handling  eggs  since  1868,  making 
it  a  close  study,  and  preserve  them  in  a  solution. 
In  1867  the  firm  I  engaged  with  purchased  a  pat- 
ent recipe,  but  of  course  that  is  not  all  that  is 
necessary,  as  how  to  care  for  the  eggs  oefore 
putting  them  down,  and  during  the  process,  as 
well  as  handling  them,  must  be  considered. 
They  will  keep  from  one  to  two  years,  and  at  end 
of  that  time  will  have  no  spots,  be  clear,  and 
fresh  as  could  be  wished." 

Mr.  A.  offered  the  recipe  to  any  of  our  readers 
who  would  send  us  a  new  subscriber,  but  we  do 
not  wish  to  give  it  that  way,  as  our  rule  is  to  give 
nothing  but  what  is  free  to  all,  without  asking 
anything  in  return.  Hence,  although  this  is  a 
free  advertisement  for  Mr.  Anderson,  yet  we 
give  it  for  our  readers,  as  some  of  them  may 
want  it.  We  have  not  used  it  ourselves,  but  Mr. 
A.  is  reliable.  We  do  not  know  what  he  charges, 
perhaps  about  25  cents  to  all  who  take  the  Poul- 
try Keeper. 


The  Trash  of  the  Thing. 

To  show  what  judging  sometimes  amounts  to 
and  to  let  some  of  the  nonsense  and  trash  esl 
cape,  we  take  this  item  from  the  letter  of  Mr. 
C.  A.  Rhodes,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  who  is  a 


devotee  of  the  standard,  but  who,  though  not 
admiring  our  methods,  like  the  rest  of  thpm, 
sometimes  says  "something  without  thinking.'' 
Here  it  is : 

"The  true  fancier  will  persevere  and  is  sure  to 
come  to  the  front  sometime.  I  haye  in  mind  one 
judge  who  has  never  given  me  a  premium  on 
my  Langshans  until  this  year  when  he  gave  me 
first  at  the  great  Boston  show.  His  interpreta- 
tion of  the  standard,  I  suppose,  has  caused  him 
heretofore  to  disqualify  my  birds  that  have  won 
high  premiums  at  the  hands  of  other  judges." 

So,  so:  this  judge's  interpretation  caused  him 
to  disqualify  high  premium  birds  did  it.  Then 
what  is  the  use  of  a  standard,  (that plain  Guide) 
that  goes  out  to  the  unsophisticated,  unsuspect- 
ing victims  for  $1.00,  and  the  copyright  to  read 
it  graciously  thrown  in.  And  so  Mr.  R.  waited, 
as  the  "true  fancier  was  sure  to  come  to  the 
front  sometime,"  but  though  Mr.  R.  had  the 
standard  in  his  hand,  he  allowed  the  judge  to 
interpret,  and  interpret,  and  interpret,  while  lie 
silently  waited,  yet  tin'  same  judge  who  slaugh- 
tered him  elsewhere,  by  disqualifying,  when  at 
Boston  interpreted  again- (struck  by  a  vision) 
and— wonderful  change — the  disqualified  birds 
received  high  honors.  And  this  is  the  trash 
monthly  shoved  down  the  throats  of  adults. 
School  children  would  laugh  at  it.  Why  did  not 
Mr.  R.  kick. 

Boston's  Next  Show, 

The  grand  show  of  last  season  was  so  success- 
ful that  the  managers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Poultry  Association  have  decided  to  repeat  it, 
and  will  hold  the  next  show  at  Mechanics'  Hall, 
Boston,  December  23rd  to  27th,  inclusive.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Bacon,  Camtridgeport,  Mass.,  is  Secre- 
tary. They  expect  to  do  even  better  this  time. 

A  Sweet  Comparison, 

The  if.  E.  Fancier  tries  to  twist  the  A.  P.  A. 
and  a  National  Association  into  one  by  quoting 
the  famous  old  maxim,  as  follows: 

A  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet. 
—[Billy  Shakespeare. 

Let  us  have  a  National  Association.— [Jacobs. 

A  rose  will  be  a  rose  no  matter  what  it  may  be 
called,  as  its  odor  remains  the  same,  but  call  an 
obnoxious  weed  a  rose  and  no  one  will  be  de- 
ceived by  the  name.  The  A.  P.  A.  is  not  a 
National  Association,  but  a  band  of  individuals 
who  represent  no  one  but  themselves. 


Massachusetts  Poultry  Association, 

The  following  are  the  officers  just  elected: 
President,  John  Lowell,  Jr. ;  Vice  Presidents, 
Philander  Williams,  E.  C.  Aldrich,  George  V. 
Fletcher,  George  M.  Lovell,  H.  A.  Mansfield, 
Mark  Pitman,  Louis  A.  Shaw,  F.  L.  Fish,  E. 
Butterfield,  E.  Jennings ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, W.  F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport ;  Recording 
Secretary,  R.  S.  Macintosh,  Jr.;  Auditor, 
Nathaniel  B.  Perkins,  Jr.;  Treasurer,  William 
E.  Shedd ;  Executive  Committee,  A.  C.  Hawkins, 
E.  J.  Sanderson,  W.  B.  Atherton,  C.  A.  Bachel- 
der,  George  A.  Fletcher,  Charles  A.  Wheeler, 
George  Linder,  Jr.,  C.  M.  Weld,  F.  M.  Houtwell. 


That  Lying  Book  on  Turkey  Raising, 

We  received  a  book  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Mitchell, 
Chicago,  for  review.  It  is  entitled  "Practical 
Turkey  Raising,"  etc.,  by  Fannie  Field.  The 
price  is  25  cents.  It  has  36  pages,  only  28  being 
devoted  to  turkeys,  while  8  pages  are  to  adver- 
tising the  publisher's  goods,  which  he  has  for 
sale.  The  book  can  be  gotten  up  for  about  three 
cents,  including  the  publisher's  picture,  which 
goes  in  for  nothing,  while  its  outside  page  bears 
to  the  world  as  bare-faced  a  lie  as  ever  was 
uttered.  Here  is  a  sample : 

"The  Poultry  Falsifier  reaches  more  new 
post-offices  and  more  new  breeders  monthly 
than  any  other  five  poultry  journals  published/' 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  To  send  out  28 
pages  (about  4x6,  big  type)  for25  cents,  and  with 
such  a  claim  as  the  above,  is  enough  to  make 
anyone  cautious,  while  the  eight  pages  of  adver- 
tising, (of  the  publisher's  goods)  cost  the  reader 
one-fifth  of  the  total.  What  have  the  four  other 
poultry  journals  to  say. 


French  Creek  Valley  Show. 

The  third  annual  exhibition  of  the  French 
Creek  Valley  Association  will  be  held  in  Venan- 
go, Pa.,  on  Dec.  20th  to  23rd,  inclusive.  Mr. 
Horace  Kerr  is  Corresponding  Secretary  .Venan- 
go, Pa.,  who  writes  us  as  follows: 

"The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet 
Stock  Association,  located  at  Vpnango,  Pa.,  has 
been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  Stateof 
Pennsylvania.  Their  large  three  story  building 
30x80  feet  is  now  completed  and  affords  one  of 
the  best  exhibition  buildings  for  this  purpose  to 
be  found  in  th  ■  State.  The  association  lias 
already  held  two  very  successful  shows  and  will 
hold  the  third  annual  one  in  December,  begin- 
ning on  Tuesday,  Dec.  20th,  and  closing  on 
Friday  23rd.  The  veteran  judge.  Mr.  Bicknell, 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y..  has  been  secured  as  judue  and 
this  fact  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  fair  and  im- 
partial treatment  to  all  exhibitors.  Many  promi- 
nent fanciers  have  decided  their  intention  of 
bringing  their  best  stock,  and  we  are  assured  of 
the  largest  and  most  successful  show  ever  held 
in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Premium  lists  will  be 
out  about  Dec.  1st",  1887. 

Bahcock  Holds  the  Fort. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Babcock,  17  Butler  Exchange,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  is  working  hard  to  get  his  Pea-comb 
P.  Rocks  in  the  standard,  but  he  is  not  left  out 
in  the  cold.  Although  he  sells  eggs  for  $3  and  $5 
per  sitting  it  does  not  require  a  breed  to  be  in 
the  standard  to  sell,  for  here  is  his  evidence/: 

I  have  no  more  fowls  or  chicks  of  this  breed  for 
sale.  The  demand  has  proved  greater  than  the 
supply. 

Although  he  gets  this  notice  from  us  gratis  yet 
we  will  state  that  he  is  under  no  obligations. 
We  do  not  understand  why  he  should 
give  a  fig  for  their  admission,  as  the 
"demand  is  greater  than  the  supply." 
Something  must  be  done.  Breeds  not  in  the 
standard  will  sell,  and  Babcock  holds  the  fort. 
Can't  the  A.  P.  A.,  copyright  Babcock,  or  his 
birds.  They  ought  to  do  something  to  stop  him. 
Oh!  if  the  A.  P.  A.,  could  only  copyright  sales, 
or  the  post-office,  or  the  express  company,  or  the 
postal  notes.  But— they  can't.  And  that  is  where 
.we  stand  off  and  complacently  smile.  Non-ad- 
mission to  the  standard  don't  terrify  worth  a 
cent.  Good  breeds,  that  possess  market  quali- 
ties, will  sell,  as  long  as  the  people  have  money 
to  buy. 

The  Bulletin  Wants  It  Raised. 

Friend  Harker,  of  the  Poultry  Bulletin,  who 
gets  out  one  of  the  best  poultry  papers  in  this 
country,  is  very  sensible,  and  "speaks  out  in 
meeting"  when  he  has  a  few  words  to  drop,  but 
he  takes  no  stock  in  the  ten-cent  standards. 
Here  is  his  paragraph  against  them: 

A  ten-cent  Standard  is  called  for  by  the  editor 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper, but  we  think  not  asked 
for  by  anyone  else.  Breeders  don't  object  to 
the  price,  if  they  can  get  what  they  want,  and 
the  great  majority  of  them  want  to  see  the 
Standard  made  better  instead  of  cheaper.  Most 
of  them  would  prefer  to  have  the  price  raised  to 
$2,  if  that  wTould  bring  out  a  first-rate  illustrated 
edition.  All  they  ask  for  is  a  book  well  worth 
its  price,  and  that  is  the  kind  which  we  hope 
will  be  published. 

We  admit  that  breeders  "don't  object  to  the 
price  if  they  get  what  they  want",  but— they 
don't.  And  they  want  it  better.  Yet  it  can  be 
better  and  cheaper.  The  present  book,  which 
sells  for  $1.00,  can  be  printed  and  bound  for  less 
than  20  cents.  The  sum  of  75  cents  would  pay 
for  a  book  three  times  as  good.  We  should  have 
several  Standards.  Ten  cents  will  pay  for  a 
first-class  Plymouth  Rock  Standard.  Let  each 
breed  be  ten  cents.  All  the  breeds  together  not 
over  50  cents.  Then  the  breeder  could  send 
each  customer  a  Standard  of  the  breed,  which 
will  save  lots  of  "growling"  from  those  who 
think  they  are  cheated  because  they  do  not 
know  a  good  bird.  Honest  breeders  will  be  glad 
to  do  so.  Then,  again,  what  is  the  use  of  selling 
the  book  in  the  interests  of  the  A.  P.  A.?  What 
do  they  do  with  the  money?  Is  not  the  price 
kept  up  to  allow  commissions  to  poultry  papers? 
All  right,  friends,  but  there  ivill  be  10-cent 
Standards— A.  P.  A.  or  no  A.  P.  A.  Don't  for- 
get that.  Breeds  can't  be  copyrighted. 
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Are  Hens  Knocked  Out  by  Incubators? 

It  seems  as  if.  in  the  march  of  improvements, 
the  old-fashioned  way  of  hatching  chickens 
through  the  exertion  of  the  hen  is  to  he  largely 
displaced  by  machinery,  says  the  Journal  of 
^Agriculture.  As  is  usual  in  the  case  of  advanced 
ideas,  many  difficulties  have  been  raised,  some 
•  of  them  perfectly  absurd.  But  the  incubator 
has  made  steady  progress  and  is  constantly 
making  progress.  One  thing  that  has  militated 
against  their  success  is  the  tact  that  they  have 
been  handled  by  people  wholly  ignorant  "of  the 
use  of  them.  Like  any  other  machine  they  must 
be  properly  understood  to  be  properly  arid  pro- 
fitably used.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  say 
that  theidea  that  incubator-hatched  chicks  are 
not  so  good  as  those  hatched  by  hens  is  absurd. 
The  advantages  supposed  to  be  gained  by  the 
use  of  the  incubator  may  be  epitomized  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Ten  times  more  eggs  can  be  hatched  by  one 
jnachine,  in  the  some  length  of  time,  than  by  one 
hen ;  and  at  the  same  time  require  no  more  at- 
tention than  the  hen. 

2.  It  is  an  easier  and  more  agreeable  job  to 
turn  the  eggs  and  fill  the  lamp,  daily,  of  an  incu- 
tiatot.  than  it  is  to  lift  a  cross  and  fussv  hen  from 


can  construct  one  that  will  answer  very  well  in 
many  respects.  It  is  a  dumb  but  perfect  mother, 
and  it  is  amusing  to  see  how  the  young  chicks 
take  to  it.  Some  of  the  advantages  of  brooders 
are—  . 

1.  Snug  and  secure  quarters  are  ever  ready 
for  the  young  chicks  when  taken  from  the  in- 
cubator. 

2.  Two  hundred  chicks  can  be  handled  and 
cared  for  in  one-tenth  the  time  it  would  require 
were  they  with  hens. 

3.  The  chicks  can  be  fed  more  regularly  and 
much  more  evenly,  and  are  less  liable  to  disease 
and  accident :  and  raids  from  varmints  and  rep- 
tiles is  impossible. 

4.  The  chicks  can  be  kept  dry  and  comfortable 
at  all  times,  and  this,  too,  with  one-fourth  the 
attention  necessary  were  they  running  with 
hens. 

5.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  lice  and  mites  to 
attack  the  chicks,  for  there  is  no  cause  for  para- 
sites of  this  nature  to  get  a  start. 

6.  Chicks  reared  in  this  way  become  very  do- 
cile, and  are  consequently  much  easier  handled 
when  they  mature. 

7.  There  is  five  times  more  pleasure  attached 
to  rearing  chicks  in  a  brooder  than  otherwise, 
and  there  is  no  inducement  for  the  poulterer  to 


thinks,  and  whose  experience  In  the  "haphaz- 
ard "  way  of  judging  and  doing  things  has 
taught  him  that  a  Standard  and  an  organization 
like  the  A.  P.  A.  is  a  desirable  thing.  We 
heartily  endorse  what  the  Editor  of  Vinton's 
Gazette  says  in  regard  to  new  varieties. 

The  English  editor  thinks  we  have  a  National 
Poultry  Association.  We  agree  to  all  that  is 
suggested,  but  the  A.  P.  A.  is  not  a  representa- 
tive body.  All  the  eulogies  in  favor  of  the  Stand- 
ard and  the  A.  P.  A.  do  not  destroy  the  fact 
that  the  Standard  describes  nothing  ana  is  a 
piece  of  botch  work,  while  the  A.  P.  A.  is  simply 
a  dozen  men  who  have  pocket  books  large 
enough  to  enable  them  to  attend  the  meetings. 
The  above  remarks  from  both  journals  will 
apply  equally  as  well  to  a  National  Association. 


A  Servile  Petition, 

To  the  Most  August  A.  P.  A.: 

We,  the  undersigned,  forgetting  that  we  have 
rights  of  our  own,  do  hereby  humbly  petition 
your  most  royal  and  supreme  majesties,  who 
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the  nest,  feed  her,  and  watch  that  she  returns  to 
duty  at  the  proper  time. 

3.  An  incubator  will  not  trample  on  and  break 
the  eggs,  as  is  nearly  always  the  case,  more  or 
less,  with  a  setting  hen. 

4.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  keep  lice  and  mites 
from  attacking  and  multiplying  on  the  setting 
hen,  which  is,  to  sav  the  least,  a  source  of  great 
annoyance  to  the  hen.  There  is  no  chance  for 
such  a  state  of  affairs  in  an  incubator.  These 
little  pests  won't  germinate  and  grow  fat  on  ash 
or  oak  boards. 

5.  The  inclination  of  an  incubator  to  become 
broody  does  not  have  to  be  consulted,  as  is  the 
case  with  her  great  American  henship.  Give  it 
the  eggs,  light  the  lamp,  and  the  machine  is  your 
obedient  servant  for  as  long  a  period  as  its  ser- 
vices are  required. 

6.  The  machine  will  not  become  weak  or  ema- 
ciated from  over-work ;  and  chicks  can  thus  be 
hatched  out  for  months  at  a  stretch. 

7.  There  is  more  pleasure  and  fewer  vexatious 
trials  in  operating  an  incubator  than  there  is  in 
steering  to  victory  an  obstinate  and  vicious  ben. 

But.  as  the  Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  says,  no 
one  who  operates  an  incubator  should  be  without 
a  brooder.  Homemade  brooders  are  quite  com- 
mon, and  a  person  with  a  fair  supply  of  ingenuity 


fly  off  the  handle,  and  perhaps  say  something 
mean. 

These  few  suggestions  are  drawn  from  prac- 
tical experience  and  the  universal  verdict  of 
those  who  have  operated  both  incubators  and 
brooders  for  years;  and  I  think  they  will  be 
found,  in  the  main,  correct. 


Bro.  Ward's  Regrets. 

The  editor  of  the  Weekly  American  Poultry 
Journal  takes  an  article  from  Vinton's  Gazette 
(England)  from  which  we  take  an  extract: 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  the  same  organ- 
ization in  this  country  that  exists  in  America — 
namely,  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
which  determines  whether  a  new  breed  shall  or 
shall  not  have  a  place  in  their  Standard.  This 
prevents  mere  sports  being  elevated  above  their 
deserts. 

To  which  friend  Ward  adds  the  following  for 
our  benefit: 

Will  Brother  Jacobs  please  read  and  digest 
the  above,  especially  the  last  few  lines  about 
the  A.  P.  A.  These  are  the  views  of  one  who 


rule  us  without  our  consent,  and  who  consist  of 
Billy  the  boss,  Sam  the  whipper-in,  Keddy  the 
know  all,  Ben  the  standard-bearer,  and  Ned  the 
hair-splitter,  and  a  few  others,  to  admit  into 
your  standard  the  Yellow  Bug-catchers,  a  breed 
that  we  have  been  advertising,  but  for  fear  of 
your  frowns,  and  acknowledging  that  you,  and 
only  you,  rule  the  roost,  your  petitioners  do 
humbly  and  ever  pray. 

Yours  submissively, 

Alex.  Bendknee, 
A.  Goose, 
Verdant  Green, 
Jack  Assinine, 
Peter  Galoot, 
Johnny  Clown, 
Sam  Gander, 
John  Donkey, 
M.  Gullible, 
Bob  Kangaroo, 
Alex.  Softhead, 
Mike  Serf. 


A  Pektn  Duck,  if  forced  by  high  feeding  from 
the  time  it  is  hatched,  will  weigh  five  pounds 
when  ten  weeks  old,  costing  about  30  cents  for 
food,  and  selling  for  double  that  price. 
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Can  I  Make  a  Living  at  It. 

The  following  letter  from  a  widow  lady  whose 
■  name  we  5vithhold,is similar  to  many  we  receive. 
The  question  is"cana  person  with  limited  means 
make  a  living  at  the  poultry  business?"  But 
first  read  what  she  says : 

I  have  taken  your  splendid  paper  since  last 
.  July,and  have  always  been  delighted  withit.but 
since  the  death  of  my  husband,  which  was  but 
last  week,  I  do  not  know  how  to  turn  myself ;  so 
dear  editor,  I  thought  I  would  take  the  liberty 
to  ask  your  advice  about  my  chickens.  I  have 
about  100  young  chicks,  the  oldest  6  weeks  old. 
Could  I  find  any  sale  for  them  at  that  age?  and 
I  have  got  46  old  ones.  Do  you  think  there 
would  be  a  living  for  a  widow  and  three  small 
children?  I  do  not  suppose  there  would  be  with 
46  chickens,  but  by  adding  more  to  them  do  you 
think  I  would  succeed  in  making  a  small  living? 

Now,  the  question  puts  us  in  a  quandary.  We 
sympathize  with  the  lady,  and  could  very  easily 
encourage  her  with  flattering  prospects,  but. 
should  she  fail  we  would  be  doing  her  a  damage. 
We  do  not  pretend  that  the  poultry  business  will 
enable  any  one  to  make  a  living  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. The  claim  we  make  is  that,  if 
rightly  managed  it  will  pay  a  larger  profit  than 
.  any  other  business,  in  proportion  to  capital  in- 
vested. But  look  whattheladyhastoencounter. 
She  must  fight  cholera,  roup,  and  lice.  She  must 
feed  early  and  late,  clean  out  the  quarters,  breed 
for  the  best  results,  know  how  to  sell,  support 
herself  all  this  time,  and  then  run  the  risk  of 
rats,  minks,  hawks,  and  human  thieves.  Then 
it  takes  experience .  If  she  should  invest  $1000, 
and  only  made  $200,  it  would  be  20  per  cent,  on 
capital,  which  is  quite  large.  The  poultry  busi- 
ness cannot  be  conducted  on  the  half-measure 
policy.  Like  any  other  business,  you  must  be 
prepared  for  it,  and  all  the  conditions  must  be 
fulfilled.  "  Anybody  can't  make  money  on 
chickens,"  despite  all  claims  in  favor  thereof. 


Feeding  Yonng  Turkeys. 

Young  turkeys  do  not  need  to  be  fed  for  the 
first  twenty-four  hours  after  they  are  hatched. 
The  first  irieal  should  consist  of  cheese  curd,  if 
it  can  be  obtained.  Many  advise  giving  hard- 
boiled  eggs  at  first;  they  may  be  good,  but  some 
have  never  fed  any  and  have  had  good  success 
with  curd.  After  the  first  few  meals  they  may 
have  sour  or  clabbered  milk,  thickened  with 
shorts ;  also,  a  little  scalded  corn  meal  dough. 
If  the  weather  is  pleasant  they  may  be  allowed 
to  ramble  about  the  farm  after  the  dew  is  off, 
but  care  must,  be  taken  that  they  are  not  caught 
out  in  a  shower,  and  they  will  have  to  be  brought 
home  nights  until  they  learn  to  roost,  which 
they  will  usually  do  when  a  few  weeks  old.  If 
left  to  herself  the  old  turkey  will  put  up  for  the 
night  just  where  evening  happens  to  find  her, 
but  she  must  not  be  allowed  out  over  night. 
After  they  have  become  accustomed  to  roost  at 
home,  they  will  usually  return-  regularly,  as 
evening  approaches,  of  their  owe  free  will. 


Poultry  on  the  Farm. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Grant,  Corunna,  Mich.,  sends  us  the 
following  interesting  communication: 

"We  have  said  before  what  we  now  repeat  in 
brief,  that  the  great  poultry  interests  of  this 
country  are  mostly  connected  with  the  farmers 
of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the  current  daily 
demand  for  this  important  article  of  food.  We 
all  know  what  large  quantities  of  chickens, 
ducks,  geese  and  turkeys  are  constantly  requir- 
ed to  satisfy  the  market  demands  of  the  United 
States,  and  surely  this  branch  of  the  business 
is  conducted  to  no  great  extent,  nor  is  this  sup- 
ply furnished  by  the  class  of  modern  fowl  fan- 
ciers. The  farmers  are  the  people  who  answer 
this  call,  and  those  who  have  followed  up  the 
business  in  a  regular  but  moderate  way  all  their 
lives  raising  but  a  few  dozen,  or  scores  of  birds, 
perhaps  annually,  in  most  cases  are  the  class  of 
poultry  breeders  whos  upply  our  people  and  mar- 
kets with  this  desirable  food,  and  with  the  eggs 
we  eat  in  the  aggregate.  Our  fanciers  are  a  very 
useful  adjunct  in  the  profession,  enterprising 
and  wide  spread  class  of  workers  for  the  ad- 
vancement in  the  good  quality  of  American  poul- 
try that  has  obtained  a  place  among  us  in  the 
past  twenty-five  years. 

But  to  farmers  we  must  look  for  this  supply  of 
chicken  food  in  our  markets.  We  desire  to  im- 
press the  important  fact  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  farmers,  therefore,  they  should  give  more 
attention  to  this  most  profitable  class  of  stock 
raising.  For  comparison  take  the  raising  of 
beef.  To  bringa  steer  up  to  a  weight  of  1000  or 
12W  lfts.,  fit  for  the  butcher,  it  requires  three 
years  or  more.  The  beef,  when  marketed,  will 
pay  from  four  to  six  per  cent,  upon  cost  of  feed 
and  outlay,  and  never  over  six  per  cent.  In  five 
months  from  the  shell  the  same  value  in  poultry, 
say  £icm  $1.25  to  $1.50,  can  be  produced,  grown 


and  readily  marketed  in  good  condition,  at  one- 
third  the  cost  for  feeding  and  investment.  A 
hundred  and  fifty  chickens  can  be  fed  up  to  six 
or  seven  months  old  for  $35  on  any  man  s  farm 
where  he  goes  about  this  task  sensibly  or  dis- 
cretely, that  is,  raising  upon  their  own  farm  the 
grain  to  feed  them  during  this  half  year  of  their 
fives.  These  one  hundred  and  fifty  chicks  will 
give  an  average  dressed  weight  of  six  hundred 
pounds  of  meat.  By  introducing  the  larger 
Cochin  or|Brahma  among  the  other  common  fowls 
six  hundred  pounds  of  clean  bright  yellow-leg- 
ged chickens,  in  the  months  of  October  and 
November,  will  bring  from  15  to  20  cents  per 
pound.  Thus  the  producers  may  realize  in  six 
months  time  the  $35  cost  at  the  outset  in  chick- 
ens. If  he' attempts  beef  raising  in  preference 
it  will  take  as  many  years  to  bring  this  about,  at 
a  cost  of  $60  or  $80.  In  one  case  he  makes  a 
profit  of  from  4  to  6  per  cent.,  and  in  the  other 
from  one  to  two  hundred  per  cent.  Send  along 
the  P.  K.  Wish  It  was  a  weekly." 


The  Flavor  of  Eggs, 

There  is  much  written  about  the  flavor  of  eggs 
laid  by  hens  of  different  breeds  that  could  be 
traced,  no  doubt,  to  the  feed  given  or  obtained 
by  them.  The  New  York  Market  Journal,  in 
an  article  entitled  "Can  Animals  be  Flavored?  " 
says : 

It  is  suggested  that  a  new  industry  might  be 
created  in  the  raising  of  poultry  and  various  do- 
mestic animals  upon  certain  kinds  of  food  which 
will  impart  to  their  flesh  new  and  palatable 
flavors.  It  is  well  known,  for  instance,  that  the 
exquisite  savor  of  the  canvas-back  duck  is  due 
to  the  wild  celery  it  feeds  upon  in  Southern 
marshes,  and  the  delicious  Congo  chickens  owe 
their  superior  excellence  to  thepineapples  they 
eat.  The  grouse  of  the  far  Western  plains  is 
aromatic  with  the  wild  sage;  wild  ducks  and 
other  sea  fowl  have  a  fishy  flavor;  and  the  fish 
fed  to  swine  may  almost  be  said  to  be  eaten  over 
again  by  the  consumer  of  their  pork.  Milk  is 
especially  affected  by  whatever  is  eaten,  as 
every  farmer  can  testify,  whose  cows  give  bitter, 
milk  whenever  they  eat  the  leaves  of  Burdock, 
etc.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  nature  of 
their  food  greatly  modifies  the  taste  and  quality 
of  the  meat  of  most  animals,  and  perhaps  with 
proper  effort  some  really  valuable  discoveries 
may  be  made  in  this  direction. 

The  art  of  feeding  for  something  besides  mere 
weight  or  size  will  in  the  near  future  give  place 
to  the  higher  art  of  feeding  to  gratify  taste.  As 
the  capon  now  ranks  high  above  ordinary  poul- 
try, without  special  methods  of  feeding,  how 
much  greater  must  its  superiority  be  when  fed 
for  flavor  as  well  as  foi  tenderness  and  size ! 
Ever  and  anon  some  enthusiastic  breeder  of 
thoroughbred  fowls  descants  upon  the  merits  of 
his  favorite  breed — "their  tender,  juicy  flesh, 
and  rich,  highly-flavored  eggs,  not  to  be  compar- 
ed with  the  'dunghills,'  long  ago  discarded"— 
forgetting  that  the  -'dunghills''  were  truly  named, 
and  that  from  hard  scratching  for  a  living  in  the 
barnyard,  they  produced  the  small,  tough  bodies, 
and  ill-flavored  eggs  complained  of,  while  his 
thoroughbreds  have  a  yard  to  themselves,  are 
fed  on  the  choicest  grains  and  grasses,  have 
nothing  but  pure  water  to  drink,  and  all  the 
"delicacies  of  the  season"  from  the  dinner  table. 

What  breeder  has  not  noticed  the  difference 
in  flavor  of  the  eggs  from  his  best  yards  and 
from  the  general  flock  running  at  large?  In- 
stinctively, the  best  fowls  receive  the  best  food 
and  most  careful  attention,  and  the  result  is 
richer  and  better  flavored  eggs.  Feeding  for 
flavor  must  sooner  or  later  become  one  of  the 
high  arts  of  poultry  culture—  The  California 
Gackler. 


The  Preservation  of  Eggs, 

The  season  is  again  at  hand  when  the  several 
modes  of  packing  down  eggs  for  winter  use  are 
discussed.  These  various  methods  each  have 
their  warm  advocates  claiming  superior  merits. 
They  all  depend,  however,  largely  upon  the  fact 
that  the  shells  are  porous,  and;  if  the  pores  be 
closed  or  protected  from  the  recess  of  air,  the 
contents  will  remain  good  a  long  time.  Of  late 
years  protection  of  the  contents  of  the  egg  by 
cold  air  has  been  practiced  to  some  extent. 

The  liming  system  is  inexpensive  and  but  lit- 
tle trouble.  Eggs  kept  by  this  process,  however, 
while  good  for  cooking  purposes,  such  as  mak- 
ing cake,  puddings  ana  the  like,  are  not  like 
fresh  laid  eggs  when  required  for  poaching  or 
other  uses  where  it  is  essential  that  the  yolk  re- 
main unbroken. 

To  lime  eggs,  make  a  pickle  of  strictly  pure 
stone  lime,  clean  salt  and  pure  water  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportions  :  Two  quarts  of  salt,  one 
bushel  of  lime  and  sixty  gallons  of  water.  The 
lime  is  carefully  slacked  with  a  part  of  the 
water,  and  the  salt  and  remaining  water  after- 
ward added,  when  the  mass  is  left  to  deposit  the 
lime  until  the  solution  becomes  clear.  A  com- 
mon practice  is  to  draw  off  the  solution  at  this 
stage  into  a  cask  or  vat  in  which  it  is  designed 
to  preserve  the  eggs.  The  eggs  may  be  placed 
in  the  pickle  by  means  of  a  tin  basin  punched 
full  of  lioles.  When  the  vat  or  cask  is  nearly 
full,  cover  over  with  a  factory  cloth  and  spread 
on  two  or  three  inches  of  the  lime  that  settles  in 


making  the  pickle,  and  see  to  it  that  the  pickle 
is  kept  continually  up  over  this  lime. 

Advocates  for  packing  eggs  in  dry  salt  are  all 
the  while  increasing  in  number.  The  editor  of 
The  Rural  Neiv  Yorker  and  editor  of  The 
Massachusetts  Ploiighman  are  amongst  practi- 
cal experimenters  who  report  favorably  on  the 
plan  of  packing  eggs  in  salt.  Use  small  kegs, 
being  sure  that  they  are  dry  and  sweet,  put  in  a 
layer  of  dry,  fine  salt,  place  the  eggs  in  the  salt 
the  big  end  down,  close  together,  but  not  touch- 
ing. Cover  with  salt  and  add  another  layer. 
Continue  with  alternate  layers  of  eggs  and  salt 
until  the  keg  is  filled,  being  sure,  of  course,  to 
finish  with  a  neavy  layer  of  salt.  Head  the  kegs 
and  lay  on  their  sides  in  some  spot  where  a  cool, 
even  temperature  can  be  maintained.  Every 
few  days  turn  the  keg.  The  salt  prevents  evap- 
oration and  the  moving  of  the  keg  keeps  the 
yolks  of  the  eggs  from  adhering  to  the  sides  of 
the  shell. 

Stephen  Beale  advises  where  eggs  are  to  be 
kept  a  long  time  that  only  infertile  ones  be 
packed  down.  His  experiments  make  it  appear 
that  infertile  eggs  keep  longer  and  in  better  con- 
dition than  do  fertile  ones. 

Our  advice  is  cold  storage  for  large  concerns 
that  handle  eggs  wholesale  for  market.  For 
home  use  we  would  put  down  small  packages  of 
eggs  in  dry,  fine  salt,  as  above  described.  When 
large  numbers  are  to  be  placed  in  one  package, 
then  we  would  lime  them.  By  any  mode  the 
necessity  of  a  cool,  even  temperature  is  empha- 
sized. 


Arrangements  for  Feeding  Ponltry, 

Troughs  are  unnecessary.  A  long  board,  with 
a  small  block  under  each  end,  is  sufficient.  Dis- 
tribute the  soft  food  on  thisevenly,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  as  soon  as  the  fowls  have  finish- 
ed feeding,  wash  off  the  board,  and  stand  it  on 
end  out  of  the  way.  This  insures  cleanliness. 
Water  should  be  changed  several  times  aday,and 
should  be  given  in  a  vessel  that  will  exclude  the 
feet  of  the  fowls.  Feed  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  as  late  in  the  afternoon  as  possible.  In 
the  morning,  feed  finely-chopped  grass,  radish 
tops,  mustard,  or  any  other  kind  of  green  food 
at  hand,  mixed  with  corn-meal,  to  which  may  be 
added  a  proportion  of  salt,  fine  bran,  and  wheat 
middlings,  half-and-half,  mixed  with  milk,  if 
milk  can  be  obtained.  If  milk  cannot  be  had, 
buy  beef  heads,  or  cracklings  of  the  butcher,  boll 
them  and  use  the  water  for  mixing.  Meat  is 
always  welcomed  by  fowls.  At  noon,  feed  hard 
grains,  such  as  a  mixture  of  wheat,  corn  and 
oats,  and,  if  easily  obtainable,  buckwheat,  and  at 
night  feed  whole  corn. 


Insect  Powder. 

This  valuable  aid  to  the  farmer  and  gardener 
in  killing  small,  noxious  insects  needs  to  be  fresh 
to  be  most  effective.  Its  poisonous  principle  is 
volatile  and  soon  wastes  away  on  exposure  to 
the  air.  Those  who  deal  in  it  usually  keep  it  in 
glass  jars,  safe  from  exposure,  but  when  brought 
home  it.  is  commonly  left  in  papers  until  used, 
and  that  purchased  last  season  is  now  presum- 
ably worth  little  or  nothing.  It  is  better  to  get 
new  insect  powder  and  throw  the  old  away.  Its 
cost  is  far  less  than  the  loss  from  trusting  powder 
whose  strength  has  evaporated 


Breeding  Good  Layers. 

It  is  only  the  poultry  keeper  who  makes  pets 
of  his  flock,  and  knows  the  individual  points  of 
each  one,  who  can  attain  success.  Such  a  one 
can  do  much  to  improve  the  capacity  of  his  hens 
by  setting  eggs  only  from  those  that  prove  the 
best  layers.  The  professional  breeders  all  un- 
derstand this,  and  when  they  offer  selected  eggs 
at  a  higher  price  it  is  better  if  they  deal  honestly 
to  take  them  than  eggs  equally  pure  bred  from 
the  common  flock.  Unless  the  breeder  takes  this 
care  in  selecting  his  own  stock,  it  will  deterior- 
ate, even  though  the  breed  may  not  be  mixed 
with  others. 


An  English  writer  speaking  of  the  Minorca 
fowls  says:  I  regard  the  Black  Minorca  as  the 
best  laying  fowl  that  we  have,  and  it  appears  to 
answer  equally  well  under  the  most  varied  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  very  prolific,  lays  capital-sized 
eggs,  is  hardy,  and  can  be  kept  on  almost  any 
soil,  bearing  confinement  very  well  indeed.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  possible  to  improve  its  fecundity, 
but  at  the  same  time  a  cross  is  sometimes  useful, 
for  the  birds  often  thrive  better  than  when  pure 
bred.  For  this  purpose  the  best  breeds  to  use 
are  the  Andalusian  or  the  Leghorn,  and  of  the 
two,  I  prefer  the  latter. 


Chicks  that  feather  rapidly,  with  the  feathers 
hard  and  close  to  the  body  after  they  are  well 
feathered,  are  usually  more  subject  to  lice  than 
are  those  that  feather  slowly  with  the  feathers 
somewhat  fluffy.  It  is  well,  therefore,  to  give 
such  chicks  more  attention  in  guarding  against 
lice. 


The  Poultry  Keeper  is  the  best  advertising 
medium  in  the  country.  Try  it! 
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Mr.  Dakiu's  Great  Establishment. 

Some  months  back  we  gave  a  description  of 
Mr.  W.  O.  Dakin's  poultry  houses  and  yards,  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  but  we  have  since  secured  the  cut 
which  we  present  this  month.  Mr.  Dakin  does 
not  keep  several  breeds,  his  specialties  being 
Langshans  and  Wyandottes,  the  former  being 
his  old  favorites,  as  he  is  a  regular  importer, 
while  his  Wyandottes  have  been  the  headquar- 
ters from  which  nearly  all  the  best  birds  have 
come.  A  fair,  square,  honorable  man.  he  is  one 
who  never  allows  a  cause  of  complaint  to  a  cus- 
tomer, and  no  man  in  the  poultry  business  can 


and  the  walks  between  the  pens  are  two  feet 
wide,  and  it  is  under  these  that  the  nest  boxes 
are  placed,  they,  as  well  as  the  main  walks  being 
raised  sixteen  inches  from  the  floor.  The  parti- 
tions separating  the  pens  from  the  passage  ways 
are  of  ash  rods,  those  between  the  pens  are  of 
two  inch  mesh  wire  netting,  four  feet  wide 
placed  on  a  tight  base  two  feet  high.  The  build- 
ing faces  the  south,  and  each  penlias  a  front  and 
back  yard,  the  partition  fences  being  of  wire 
netting  on  a  tight  base, the  frontyardsare  kept  in 
grass,  and  the  back  yards  end  in  an  open 
shed,  also  facing  the  south,  in  which  are  kept 
the  dusting  tubs.    The  windows  are  double 


ranged  for  the  comfort  of  the  fowls,  but  not  so> 
large.  Directly  in  the  rear  of  the  sheds  belong- 
ing to  the  new  house  stands  the  poultry  house, 
containing  ten  pens,  being  second  in  size  to  the 
one  described,  while  to  the  right  are  two  smaller 
houses. 


Poultry  Notes. 


Disease  of  the  liver  in  fowls  is  said  to  be  caused 
by  overfeeding. 

As  lime  is  a  good  purifier  for  the  poultry-house* 
use  the  whitewash  brush  freely. 


OS 

E 
e 
a 

ft 

< 

35 

s> 
e 

B 

H 

» 

9 


boast  of  a  better  reputation.  We  have  bought 

stock  from  him,  and  know  him  well.  He  is  one 
of  those  who  can  always  be  safely  recommended. 
He  also  breeds  Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
and  Pekin  Bantams;  his  strains  being  the  best 
that  money  can  buy,  as  he  will  have  them  good  or 
none  at  all.  He  is  well  known  as  having  no  culls 
on  his  place. 

To  describe  the  building  illustrated  we  will 
state  that  it  is  100  feet  long,  the  main  room  being 
12x26,  the  wings  are  each  14x32,  and  the  ends 
each  12x24.  The  centre  building  is  two  stories 
nigh,  the  upper  story  being  divided  into  two 
rooms  for  young  chicks,  the  lower  story  is  in  one 
room  and  contains  the  heater,  brooders,  egg  case, 
etc.  The  main  passages  are  four  feet  in  width, 


glazed  and  have  shutters.  The  lower  windows 

are  opened  by  sliding  them  back  in  the  wall,  the 
openings  being  protected  by  heavy  wire  netting. 
The  entrance  for  the  fowls  are  closed  by  double 
slides,  the  inside  ones  being  fastened  by  a  self- 
acting  bolt,  and  are  operated  by  the  use  of  a  cord 
from  the  passage  way.  The  walls  are  lined  with 
tarred  paper  and  are  plastered,  the  floors  are 
made  double,  both  floors  being  made  of  matched 
boards,  the  lower  one  is  covered  with  tarred 
paper  and  an  air  space  left  between  them  to  pre- 
vent dampness.  The  store  room  for  feed,  grain, 
coal,  etc.,  is  in  the  portion  of  the  shed  directly 
back  of  the  main  room.  The  building  contains 
fifteen  large  pleasant  pens,  and  in  addition  to 
this  house  I  have  three  others  fully  as  well  ar- 


Those  who  have  fed  fish  to  hens  claim  that  the 
flesh  of  the  fowls  and  their  eggs  have  a  fishy 
taste. 

The  best  writers  on  poultry  matters  give  great 
prominence  to  warmth  for  the  young  of  all  kinds 
of  fowls,  and  we  know  by  experience  that  it  is 
very  important.  We  have  often  saved  young 
chickens  and  turkeys  that  had  got  chilled  in  the 
grass  by  dew  or  a  shower,  and  were  apparently 
lifeless,  by  clipping  them  into  adjsh  of  warm 
water  and  wrap  them  in  a  warm  flannel  till  they 
were  dry.  Warm  water  penetrates  the  feathers 
at  once  and  warms  the  body,  while  it  would  take 
a  long  time  to  warm  through  the  cold  wet  featn- 
ers  by  dry  heat. 
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How  Long  Should  Eggs  Come  True, 

A  Kittanning,  Pa.,  breeder,  makes  a  com- 
parison in  which  he  shows  that  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty regarding  the  length  of  time  eggs  will  be 
fertilized  by  one  cock  after  being  placed  in  a 
yard  with  anotherone.  Now, everything  denends 
upon  the  stage  of  maturity  of  the  eggs.  If  ihey 
are  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  growth  the 
hen  may  be  changed,  but  the  chicks  will  partake 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  first  sire,  as  the  eggs 
are  sometimes  fertilized  in  numbers,  in  their 
early  stages,  as  is  the  case  with  the  turkey,  but 
later  on,  as  newer  eggs  develop,  they  are  fer- 
tilized by  the  second  sire.  The  exact  time, 
however,  is  unknown.  We  have  noticed  cases 
in  which  five  days  effaced  all  traces  of  the  first 
sire,  while  again  we  have  known  eggs  to  hatch 
that  were  laid  two  weeks  after  a  cock  was  re- 
moved from  the  yards.  Next  season  we  pro- 
pose to  try  some  experiments  in  that  direction. 


frost  Proof  Houses  and  Nests. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  D.  J.  Webb, 
Perry,  Ohio,  should  have  been  published  sooner, 
but  it  is  none  the  less  good  reading,  even  at  this 
season.  He  not  only  speaks  of  how  to  prevent 
egg  eating,  but  thinks  very  highly  of  the  Domi- 
nicks.  He  says: 

I  have  been  an  interested  reader  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  for  a  year  past,  and  like  it  very 
much,  especially  that  part  devoted  to  voluntary 
-correspondents.  As  I  have  derived  benefit 
therefrom  I  thought  perhaps  I  might  write  some- 
thing that  would  benefit  others.  At  this  time  of 
the  year  many  breeders  are  troubled  by  having 
their  eggs  cracked  opened  by  the  frost  and  in 
that  way  their  hens  learn  to  eat  them.  Very  few 
beginners  in;  the  poultry  business  have  frost 
proof  houses.  The  first  winter  that  I  undertook 
to  keep  my  hens  laying  I  had  no  warm  house,  or 
dark  place  for  nests,  as  I  have  now,  and  as  a 
consequence  my  thirty  hens  got  so  they  would 
eat  every  egg.  They  would  lump  up  ancf  peck  at 

•  one  if  they  saw  it  in  my  hand.I  broke  them  of  the 
habit  by  using  a  double  apartment  nest  that  any 
one  can  make  who  can  use  tools.  Make  a  box 
the  right  size  for  a  nest,  about  four  inches  deep, 
then  tack  some  heavy  cloth  on  loose,  for  a  bottom. 
Make  a  hole  in  the  centre  large  enough  for  an 
egg  to  pass  through,  tie  in  a  nest  egg,  and  that 
part  is  done,  unless  you  line  the  sides  with  straw 
so  the  hens  will  take  to  it  better.  Then  make 
another  box  with  cloth  stretched  on  for  a  bottom 
and  ends.  This  box  should  be  five  inches  longer 
and  two  inches  narrower  than  the  first  box.  In 
one  end  it  should  be  three  inches  deep,  and  in 
the  other  about  five.  Nail  this  box  under  the 
first  one.  The  deepest  end  should  project  and 
be  fitted  with  a  cover,  to  raise  m  order  to 

f;et  the  eggs.  Now  set  this  nest  level  between 
wo  poles  and  the  eggs  will  drop  into  the  lower 
box  and  roll  away  as  fast  as  laid.  I  have  taken 
as  high  as  sixteen  at  a  time  from  one  nest  and 
none  of  them  broken.  This  nest  is  also  conve- 
nient for  keening  eggs  clean  for  hatching,  and 
it  can  be  made  warm  so  they  will  not  chill  early 
intheseason.  I  have  been  interested  in  poul- 
try ever  since  loan  remember.My  favorite  breed 
has  always  been,  and  is  still,  the  Kose-coinb 
Dominique.  I  only  keep  the  one  breed  on  the 
farm  and  keep  it  pure.  My  thirty  hens  laid  343 
dozens  of  eggs  last  year  and  they  were  not  fed 
at  all  during  the  summer  months.  The  Domi- 
niques  are  such  good  foragers  they  will  roam 
thirty  and  forty  rods  from  the  house  in  quest  of 
food.  They  are  quiet,  and  have  yellow  legs,  are 
of  good  size,  and  they  have  been  bred  larger 
than  they  were  year's  ago,  and  are  far  more 
stylish  and  attractive  than  the  larger  breeds  in 
my  humble  opinion.  We  have  just  organized  a 
poultry  club  in  our  town.  It  has  started  out 
with  seven  members — all  farmers— each  with  a 

•  different  breed  on  a  separate  farm.  We  intend 
to  advertise  a  little  in  spring  and  fall  and  get 
what  enjoyment  we  can  out  of  our  meetings. 

The  suggestion  is  a  good  one,  as  it  not  only 
;  prevents  egg-eating  but  keeps  the  eggs  warm,  as 

well  as  preventing  them  from  being  chilled. 

All  he  says  in  regard  to  the  Dominicks  is  true, 
.  as  the  breed  is  one  that  deserves  more  attention 

than  is  usually  bestowed. 


French  Mode  of  Cramming  Birds  for  Market. 

Regarding  this  much-talked  of  process,  we  d'o 
not  think  much  of  it.  but  as  our  readers  may 
wish  to  know  all  about  it,  we  take  from  the 
Farm.  Stock  and  Home  the  following:  ••From 
•  50  to  100  bird^are  fattened  at  once.  The  season 
generally  commences  in  October  and  lasts 
about  five,  months.  All  around  the  sides  and  on 
the  floor  of  a  room  or  other  place  suitable  for 
the  purpose,  small  coops  are  made.  These  are 
constructed  of  cheap,  rough  wooden  laths,  fand 
cost  no  more  than  the  time  it  takes  to  make 
them.  The  height  of  the  coops  should  be  from 
twenty  to  twenty-four  inches,  the  length  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  birds  the  coop  is  to 
contain.  Six  birds  are  as  many  as  should  be  put 
In  one  coop,  and  there  should  be  just  space 
■enough  for  them  to  lie  down  without  being  able 
to  move  about.  All  direct  light  is  shut  out,  and 
the  chinks  of  the  doors  and  windows  are  care- 


fully stopped,  so  that  the  fresh  air  is  almost  ex- 
cluded. To  accustom  the  birds  to  the  system  of 
feeding  and  the  forced  seclusion  to  which  they 
are  about  to  be  submitted,  they  are  placed  for 
the  first  eight  days  in  a  rather  dark  place,  and 
are  fed  upon  a  paste  composed  of  the  same  meal 
with  which  they  are  subsequently  crammed, 
mixed,  however,  with  a  half  or  a  third  the 
quantity  of  bran.  During  this  period  they  are 
given  water  to  drink,  and  allowed  to  eat  as 
much  as  they  please.  The  meal  of  which  the 
cramming-balls  are  made  is  ordinarily  thus 
composed:  One-half  buckwheat,  one-third 
barley,  and  one-sixth  oats.  The  coarse  bran  is 
separated  from  the  meal.  Every  day  enough  of 
this  meal  is  mixed  with  sweet  or  sour  milk  to 
feed  the  birds  that  night  and  the  next  morning. 
Some  add  to  the  mixture  a  little  lard,  especially 
towards  the  end  of  the  fattening  period.  This 
paste  which  should  neither  be  too  hard  nor  too 
soft,  is  rolled  into  pellets  (patons)  of  the  form  of 
an  olive.abouttwoand  one-half  inches  in  length, 
and  rather  over  half  an  inch  in  diameter.  The 
crammer,  at  the  feeding  times,  which  ought  to 
be  regularly  observed,  takes  three  birds  at  once, 
ties  them  together  by  the  legs,  and  places  them 
on  his  knees;  then,  by  the  light  of  a  lamp,  he 
commences  by  giving  them  each  a  spoonful  of 
watery  or  skim-milk.  Some,  however,  do  not 
give  the  birds  this  drink.  He  next  puts  a  pellet 
into  the  mouth  of  each  bird  in  succes- 
sion, and  to  facilitate  the  swallowing 
process  he  gently  presses  his  finger  ami 
thumb  along  the  neck  of  the  bird  down  to  its 
crop.  The  advantages  of  taking  three  birds  at 
once  are,  that  it  gives  time  to  each  to  swallow 
the  food,  and  that  the  filling  of  the  bird's  crop  is 
more  gradual.  During  the  first  days  of  the 
cramming  process  the  crops  of  the  birds  are 
only  moderately  filled,  but  the  number  of  pel- 
lets given  is  gradually  increased  ;  in  this  man- 
ner the  number  of  pellets  given  at  each  meal 
ultimately  reaches  from  12  to  15.  It  is  essential 
that  the  pellets  should  each  be  dipped  in  water 
before  being  given,  as  this  makes  them  more 
easy  to  swallow.  The  time  necessary  for  fatten- 
ing varies.  Some  fowls  take  but  six  weeks, 
others  two  months.  Sometimes,  if  the  bird  is 
well  disposed  to  take  his  food,  he  is  fattened  tol- 
as long  a  time  as  possible,  and  it  is  thus  that 
phenomenal  weights  are  attained.  Some  birds 
can  not  be  completely  fattened,  and  the  poultry 
keeper  must  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  these, 
and  kill  them  at  their  best.  Losses  cannot  be 
avoided,  and  these  sometimes  take  place  in 
spite  of  every  care  and  attention." 


How  Mrs.  Moore  Keeps  Eggs. 

Mrs.  N.  H.  Moore,  La  Bette,  Kansas,  at  our 
special  request,  sends  us  her  method  of  preserv- 
ing eggs,  which  she  kindly  does  for  the  benefit 
of  our  readers,  and  to  which  we  call  particular 
attention.  She  says  • 

I  received  your  card  requesting  me  to  send  the 
readers  of  the  P.  K.  the  method  I  used  in  preserv- 
ing eggs.  Should  have  answered  long  ago,  but 
was  ill  when  received  it.  The  way  I  put  up  eggs 
is  this.  I  take  a  new  box  that  will  hold  20  dozen 
and  put  a  thick  layer  of  coarse  salt  on  bottom  of 
box ;  then  every  day  as  I  gather  in  eggs  fresh 
from  the  nests.  I  take  clean,  sweet  lard  and 
grease  each  egg  carefully  all  over,  then  set 
them  in  the  salt,  small  end  of  egg  down,  until 
you  have  a  layer  of  eggs,  set  on  end,  and  then 
you  take  salt'and  put  over  your  layer  of  eggs, 
being  careful  to  fill  in  between  each  egg.  and 
fill  up  every  crevice  with  the  salt.  Put  salt  be- 
tween each  layer  of  eggs  thick  enough  to  set  the 
ends  of  your  next  layer  of  eggs  in  solid,  so  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  the  eggs  shaking  out  of 
their  places  when  you  are  turning  the  box. 
Keep  on  in  this  manner,  alternate  layers,  of 
greased  eggs  and  salt,  till  you  box  is  full,  taking 
care  to  put  a  thick  layer  of  salt  on  top,  next  to 
cover  of  box,  then  nail  on  your  box  cover  tight, 
mark  on  the  lid  the  number  of  dozens,  date  of 
finishing  and  packing,  so  as  to  be  sure,  and  tell 
your  readers,  Mr.  Editor,  to  be  sure  their  er/r/s 
are  fresh,  and  never  put  in  an  egg  a  week  old, 
or  a  stale  and  doubtful  looking  egg.  I  would 
leave  my  number  incomplete  before  I  would  put 
in  a  doubtful  egg.  I  think  people  are  careless 
about  the  freshness  of  their  eggs  is  the  reason 
so  many  fail  in  preserving  eggs.  J  find  the  best 
way  is  to  gather,  grease  and  pack  each  days 
laying  of  eggs.  I  put  up  18  dozen  in  the  above 
way,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1886,  (finished  my  box 
on  the  19th),  and  unpacked  the  12th  of 
January  1887,  and  sold  the  eggs  at  a 
restaurant  at  20  cents  a  dozen.  That  was  my 
experimental  box.  In  the  eighteen  dozen  there 
were  four  spoiled  eggs.  People  that  came  in 
while  I  was  unpacking  the  eggs,  could  not  tell 
which  were  the  preserved  and  which  the  fresh 
eggs,  as  I  broke  a  preserved  and  a  fresh  egg  in 
different  cups,  and  one  old  gentleman  actually 
picked  on  the  preserved  as  a  fresh  egg.  I  fried 
and  boiled  the  preserved  eggs,  and  I  know  no 
one  could  find  fault  with  the  flavor.  The  lard 
prevents  the  salt  from  hardening  or  cooking  the 
egg.  I  turned  my  box  only  twice  a  week.  I 
washed  the  preserved  eggs  in  warm  soapsuds 
and  wiped  them  dry  with  an  old,  soft  towel. 
This  has  to  be  done  very  carefully.  The  eggs, 
after  washing  and  wiping  dry,  can  be  packed  to 
ship  or  marketed  at  home.    Pack  in  anyway 


most  convenient,  in  bran,  oats,  etc.,  of  course. 
The  preserving  will  not  keep  them  from  freez- 
ing before  they  are  unpacked,  or  after.  Through 
the  summer  they  must  be  kept  in  a  cool,  dry 
place,  turning  twice  a  week.  In  winter  keep  in 
a  warm,  dry  place,  but  not  too  warm,  turning 
twice  a  week.  The  above  is  just  as  I  did  with 
my  eggs;  and  I  had  perfect  success.  To  sum  up, 
the  eggs  must  be  fresh,  the  lard  sweet,  the  salt 
dry ;  then  go  ahead. 

She  hits  the  nail  on  the  head  exactly  when  she 
states  that  the  eggs  must  be  perfectly  fresh— not 
a  stale  one  allowed— and  to  be  turned  twice  a 
week.  A  cool  dry  place  in  summer  and  a  warm 
dry  place  in  winter,  but,  above  all,  turn  the  eggs 
tw'ice  a  week. 


How  Much  Space  in  the  House. 

How  much  room  should  each  fowl  have  in  the 
poultry  house?  As  we  have  before  stated,  each 
lien  in  a  house  should  have  one  foot  of  space  on 
the  roosts.  One  hundred  hens  then  would  re- 
quire four  roosts  twenty-five  feet  long,  and  to 
prevent  the  hens  crowding  too  much  upon  the 
top  roosts  they  should  all  be  on  the  same  level. 
The  roosts  should  be  one  foot  apart,  and  be  ar- 
ranged in  a  frame  hinged  to  the  wall,  so  they 
can  be  lifted  and  hooked  up  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning.  The  roosts  will  take  up  four  feet, 
and  there  should  be  eight  more  floor  space; 
thus  a  house  for  one  hundred  hens  should  be 
twenty-five  feet  by  twelve  feet  on  the  floor  in- 
side and  should  be  at  least  six  feet  high  in  the 
rear  and  nine  feet  high  in  the  front,  with  ample 
ventilation. 


Why  the  Chicks  Die  in  the  Shell. 

The  following  is  given  in  reply  to  a  recent  in- 
quiry, but  we  are  unable  to  recall  the  journal  to 
which  it  should  be  credited.  "The  shell  of  an  egg 
is  full  of  food  and  water ;  all  that  is  necessary  to 
sustain  lite.  If  the  egg  has  been  impregnated 
previous  to  the  formation  of  the  shell,  it  only  re- 
quires the  proper  degree  of  heat  to  cause  the 
starting  and  progress  of  a  nucleus  of  life.  The 
ordinary  food  of  animals  contains  considerable 
waste,  but  the  chick  beginning  to  form  in  the 
shell  is  surrounded  with  food  that  is  used  with- 
out waste.  There  is  economy  of  space ;  for  so 
soon  as  a  particle  of  the  food'  becomes  chicken 
the  chicken  takes  the  place  of  the  food.  This 
process  goes  on  until  the  shell  is  full  of  the 
chicken,  the  last  of  the  food  having  been  vital- 
ized excepting  a  portion  of  the  yolk  which  has 
been  taken  into  the  digestive  organs  of  the  chick 
to  serve  till  the  youngling  can  eat,and  the  young 
bird  becomes  nearly  cramped  for  want  of  room 
and  needs  a  breath  of  fresh  air.  Then  he  strug- 
gles, if  he  is  strong,  and  uses  the  sharp  chisel 
that  nature  has  given  him  to  peck  his  way  out. 

Three  weeks  have  sufficed  to  turn  the  food  of 
the  egg  into  a  perfectly-formed  bird,  and  just 
here  is  the  crisis.  What  causes  so  many  chickens 
to  die  in  the  shell  ?  We  refer  to  those  that  be- 
come fully  formed  presuming  those  dying  in  the 
earlier  stages  lose  life  in  consequence  of  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  mother.  Scores  of  people  write 
to  this  effect:  "The  eggs  were  mostly  fertile,  the 
hen  performing  her  part  well,  but  seveial  fully 
formed  chicks  were  found  dead  in  the  shell;" 
and  there  is  the  polite  request:  "Will  yon  kindly 
state  your  opinion  regarding  the  cause  that  de- 
stroyed life?"  It  is  very  hard  to  decide  a  case 
without  hearing  all  the  evidence.  The  man  who 
has  paid  a  round  price  for  eggs  ami  finds,  at  the 
end  of  twenty-one  days,  several  of  the  chicks 
dead  in  the  shell,  if  he  has  large  causality,  will 
hold  an  autopsy,  make  inquiries  of  his  neighbors 
and  of  the  editor.  This  is  all  very  well.  Some 
folks  attribute  the  loss  to  "thunder.''  But  this 
thing  happens  when  there  has  been  no  thunder 
or  extraordinary  electrical  state. 

Without  resorting  entirely  to  guess  work  or  to 
the  traditions  of  the  elders,  there  may  be  three 
causes  mentioned: 

1st.  It  has  been  noticed  that  when  a  hen  pro- 
duces from  thirty  to  fifty  eggs  in  succession, 
i  without  rest,  those  laid  last  are  less  likely  to 
I  contain  vigorous  germs  on  account  of  long  con- 
tinued reproduction.  A  prolonged  period  of 
sexual  activity  on  the  part  of  the  male  may  also 
|  lower  the  constitutional  vigor  of  the  progeny. 
\  In  such  cases  the  chickens  may  have  been  fully 
developed,  vet,  may  not  possess  force  enough  to 
break  through  the  shell. 

2d.  The  whole  fault  may  in  some  instances  be 
i  attributed  to  the  mother  hen.  Some  sifters  will 
not  keep  their  eggs  warm  after  a  few  chicks 
have  been  hatched,  rising  on  their  feet  and  per- 
mitting the  outside  eggs  to  get  chilled;  or  they 
will  use  their  feet  too  much.  We  have  seen 
eggs  with  the  shells  completely  peeled  or  broken 
away  leaving  the  tough,  dry  skin,  which  con- 
tained in  every  case  a  perfectly-formed  dead 
chicken.  If  the  shell  is  removed  by  the  feet  or 
beak  of  the  sitter,  and  the  lining  becomes  dry.  it 
is  impossible  for  the  chick  to  get  out.  It  is  not  a 
bad  practice  to  remove  chicks  from  the  nest  as 
they  hatch  out  if  they  are  costly  and  choice, 
that  the  sitter  mav  not  have  her  attention  dis- 
I  tracted  from  her  eggs  and  that  she  may  keep 
down  to  her  work. 

3d.  The  parent  stock  may  not  have  a  "full 
head"  of  vitality,  because  from  an  in-and-in- 
bred  strain,  or  descended  from  a  family  that 
has  from  any  reason  become  weak  and  degener- 
ate." 
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Lice. 

It  is  sometimes  an  easy  matter  to  get  rid  of 
lice  on  fowls,  but  the  poultry  house  is  not  so 
easily  managed.  During  July  the  lice  will  he 
active  and  increase  rapidly,  ft  is  no  use  to  at- 
tempt to  rid  the  fowls  of  lice  until  the  premises 
are  thoroughly  cleaned,  as  such  labor  is  lost  If 
the  houses  are  kept  clean,  the  hens  will,  with  the 
use  of  the  dust  bath,  clean  themselves.  To  rid 
the  house  of  lice,  first  remove  all  filth  from  the 
roosts,  floors,  walls,  and  nests.  Scrub  the  roosts 
with  coal  oil,  not  overlooking  a  single  spot.  Take 
the  nests  outside,  clean  them  out,  and  with  a 
whitewash  brush  apply  a  light  coating  of  coal- 
oil  to  them  inside  and  outside.  Now  touch  a 
lighted  match  to  the  nest  boxes  and  let  them 
burn.  No  damage  will  be  done,  as  the  oil  will 
be  quickly  consumed,  but  such  work  should  not 
be  done  inside  the  houses.  Now  make  a  bucket 
of  whitewash,  and  add  to  it  an  ounce  of  liquid 
carbolic  acid,  and  a  pintof  tobacco  water, which 
may  be  made  by  pouring  boiling  water  over  to- 
bacco refuse,  and  allowing  the  water  to  remain 
over  night  with  the  tobacco.  Apply  the  white- 
wash profusely,  and  dust  Persian  insect  powder 
through  the  feathers  of  the  hens,  holding  them 
by  the  legs  for  that  purpose.  Do  not  use  grease 
oh  little  enicks.  Persian  insect  powder  will  re- 
move lice  from  them.  Little's  Chemical  fluid  is 
an  excellent  article  to  use  in  the  place  of  car- 
bolic acid,  it  being  efficacious  and  non-poisuti- 
ous.  

Why  There  Are  No  Eggs. 

Many  poultry  raisers  provide  their  fowls  with 
warm  quarters,  and  feed  regularly  and  on  a  va- 
riety, but  yet  they  get  no  eggs.  Such  cases  are 
numerous,  and  we  will  endeavor  to  point  oat  a 
remedy  for  the  difficulty.  We  well  know  that  if 
we  keep  a  horse  in  the  stable,  and  feed  him  well 
that  he  becomes  restless  and  unhappy,  and  in 
order  to  keep  him  in  good  health  he  must  be  ex- 
ercised. With  fowls,  the  winter  prevents 
foraging,  and  our  kind  readers  go  to  the  coops 
in  the  morning  and  give  the  hens  a  good,  heavy 
feeding.  The  hens  being  full,  are  satisfied,  and 
have  no  inducement  to  ramble,  consequently,  do 
not  take  any  exercise,  and  become  too  fat.  The 
better  plan  is  to  get  some  chaff,  cut  straw, 
leaves,  or  even  dirt,  and  place  it  where  the  hens 
can  scratch  in  it.  hi  the  morning  give  the  hens 
a  mess  of  warm  food.  but.  only  a  little.  Now 
throw  some  grain  into  the  scratching  heap,  and 
make  them  tuork  for  the  balance  of  their  meal. 
Feed  nothing  but  what  they  will  have  to  work 
for.  At  night  feed  them  all  they  will  eat.  The 
object  is  to  keep  the  hens  busy  during  the  day, 
but  let  them  go  on  the  roost  full.  Hens  that  are 
compelled  to  work  will  lay  better  and  keep  in 
good  health,  while  the  eggs  will  producestronger 
chicks.  They  should  always  have  a  warm  mess 
early  in  the  morning,  especially  in  the  winter, 
but  the  meal  should  be  so  given  as  to  leave  them 
somewhat  hungry.  Do  not  feed  them  at  noon, 
except  bv  putting  their  food  in  the  scratching 
heap,  and  never  give  soft  food  in  the  scratching 
heap.  In  other  words,  keep  theni  scratching  for 
oats,  wheat,  seeds,  and  even  for  ground  shells. 
Give  no  corn  except  at  night,  and  give  them 
their  night's  meal  without  making  them  scratch 
for  it. 


Corn  feeding. 

Corn,  when  fed  by  itself,  has  a  tendency  to  fat- 
ten hens  rather  than  of  producing  the  more 
profitable  egg-laying  result.  Fat  should  be 
avoided  on  laying  hens.  Feed  all  the  corn  you 
desire  to  hens  that  are  to  be  sent  to  market,  but 
little  to  the  laying  hens.  Wheat,  oats  and  buck- 
wheat may  be  given,  but  not  exclusively.  Hens 
should  have  bulky  food,  ttie'same  as  cows,allow- 
ing  grain  as  a  complement  to  the-  ration  rather 
than  to  feed  it  entirely. 


The  Chemistry  of  Eggs. 

Chemistry  shows  us  that  a  fair  sized  hen's  egg 
weighs  about  1,000  grains— 600  grains  constitute 
the  white,  300  the  yolk,  and  100  the  shell.  The 
white  of  a  lien's  egg  contains  84.8  per  cent,  of 
water,  12  of  albumen,  2  of  fat,  sugar  and  mem- 
branes, and  %  per  cent,  of  mineral  matter.  The 
yolk  shows  a  much  greater  degree  of  richness 
than  the  white ;  it  contains  51.5  per  cent,  water, 
15  of  casein  and  albumen,  30of  oil  and  fat,  2.1  col- 
oring matter  and  extract,  and  %  per  cent,  of 
mineral  matter.  Therefore  to  produce  an  egg 
we  must  first  have  the  hen— then  feed  her  what 
she  needs  to  form  eggs. 

The  hen  is  literally  an  egg  machine— her  chief 
purpose  being  the  production  of  eggs.  Like 
any  other  kind  of  machine,  she  must  have  the 
raw  material  with  which  to  manufacture  her 
products.  Her  instinct  teaches  her  how  to  select  ; 
all  that  is  necessary  is  to  place  within  her  reach 
that  which  she  requires,  and  everything  will  be 
well,  and  eggs  abundant  and  complete. 

To  produce  an  egg,  the  hen  must  have  a  cer- 
tain kind  of  food  for  the  yolk,  or  fat  portion, 
known  as  carbonaceous ;  and  for  the  white,  she 
needs  food  rich  in  nitrogen,  from  which  she 
makes  albumen.  For  the  shell  she  needs  lime 
— while  many  other  substances  enter  into  the 
composition  which  it  is  unnecessary  'to  detail, 
the  omission  of  any  of  them  being  detrimental 
to  good  work  on  her  part.  Thus,  while  we  may 


feed  a  hen  liberally,  apparently,  by  omitting  to 
allow  that  which  is  needed  to  complete  the  lay- 
ing process,  she  may  remain  idle  lor  want  of  a 
single  substance,  though  fully  supplied  with 
everything  else  necessary. 

If  the  reproductive  organs  are  unhealthy,  the 
whole  system  and  productsare  likewise  affected. 


Precautions  Against  Hawks. 

A  large  number  of  young  chicks  can  be  kept 
together  in  a  small  yard,  if  they  are  properly 
cared  for.  If  we  will  take  into  consideration 
the  number  of  chicks  destroyed  by  hawks  every 
year  the  matter  of  providing  some  kind  of  pro- 
tection would  not  appear  as  expensive,  as  may 
be  feared.  Let  us  allow  a  yard  10  by  30  for  100 
chicks,  which  is  large  enough,  and  as  soon  as 
the  hens  leave  the  chicks— that  is,  wean  them— 
they  may  be  put  together.  To  cover  this  yard 
would  require  300  feet  of  two-inch  mesh  wire 
netting,  the  price  per  foot  being  one  cent,  or  $3 
for  the  covering.  To  show  the  economy  of  this 
let  it  be  considered,  also,  that  on  many  farms 
hawks  get  one-half  the  chicks,  and  that,  too. 
after  they  are  quite  large.  The.  cost  of  the  wire 
covering  would  be  less  than  the  price  of  ten 
chicks,  while  even  the  cats  will  have  no  chance 
to  eat  the  chicks ;  and  we  will  here  state  that,  the 
cat  does  as  much  damage  as  the  hawk,  only  she 
knows  enough  not  to  let  you  find  it  out.  A 
cheap  covered  yard  will  enable  you  to  always 
have  the  chicks  under  control ;  they  will  grow 
faster,  the  'oss  will  be  less,  and  much  anxiety 
will  be  saved,  while  the  cost  is  \ery  little. 


Poultry  Notes. 

A  little  fresh  meat  occasionally  in  the  absence 
Of  insects,  is  good. 

Eggs  that  are  to  be  sold  for  hatching  purposes 
should  receive  extra  attention. 

Poultry  can  be  kept  in  small  runs,  even  in 
large  numbers,  if  their  keeper  understands  the 
business  and  is  scrupulously  clean  and  careful. 

The  poultry  business  takes  lots  of  hard  work. 
It  is  no  enterprise  for  the  lazy  man  to  embark 
in.  The  labor  given  to  it  is  enobling;it  dis- 
graces no  man. 

Do  not  get  any  "bad  habits"  in  your  work 
among  poultry.  Ben  Johnson  says:  ''The  chains 
of  habit  are  generally  too  small  to  be  felt  till 
they  are  too  strong  to  be  broken." 

Take  good  care  of  the  young  broods  these 
chilly  nights.  Watch  them  carefully  and  take 
every  precaution  against  vermin.  Lice  cause 
more  loss  in  poultry  than  any  thing  else. 

Confine  the  old  hen  in  a  coop  placed  near  the 
garden  and  see  what  havoc  the  chicks  will 
make  among  the  insects  which  have  so  worried 
you  and  destroyed  your  garden  crops.  Try  it 
and  you  will  be  surprised  at  results. 

Work  quietly  and  gently  among  your  fowls. 
Never  allow  them  to  become  frightened.  Never 
allow  a  strange  dog  on  the  place.  Never  allow 
yourself  or  your  lu'ns  to  become  excited,  and  you 
will  surely  find  the  poultry  business  a  profitable 
one. 

Milk  in  any  form,  sweet  or  sour,  is  greatly  rel- 
ished by  birds  of  all  ages.  Buttermilk  is  very 
acceptable  and  highly  nutritious.  It  pays  far 
better  to  feed  your  spare  milk  to  chickens  than 
it  does  to  feed  it  to  pigs.  Try  it  one  season. 

One  thing  which  favors  the  cultivation  of  poul- 
try is  the  division  of  labor.  Few  industries  to- 
day in  the  United  Slates  that  show  a  healthier 
growth,  or  yield  so  vast  a  return  to  the  American 
people  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  capital  re- 
quired and  employed  in  carrying  icon. 

If  we  wish  to  accomplish  the  best  results  from 
our  laving  hens  we  must  give  them  gentle  and 
agreeable  exercise.  We  may  feed  them  on  the 
best  and  most  varied  kinds  of  food,  all  their 
other  wants  regularly  and  abundantly  supplied, 
and  unless  they  get  the  exercise  they  require, 
they  will  return  but  a  small  share  of  their  real 
value.  •  

Bone  Meal  For  Poultry. 

Bone  dust  for  mixing  in  poultry  food  should  be 
on:an  average  about  the  fineness  of  fine  oat-meal. 
There  are  usually  large  pieces  interspersed,  but 
these  need  not  be  taken  out,  as  auy  too  large 
will  be  rejected,  though  the  meal  may  be  sifted 
from  any  larger  than  peas  if  desired.  The  price 
never  beam  very  much  more  per  pound  than 
good  meal,  it  should  be  used  liberally  with  all 
the  soft  food,  and  about  one  ounce  mixed  with 
every  half  pintof  dry  meal  before  adding  the 
milk  or  water.  In  small  yards,  cut  grass  must 
be  liberally  supplied  as  well  to  the  mixture,  and 
on  such  food  the  birds  will  grow  wonderfully, 
and  acquire  a  constitution  which  in  confinement 
we  have  never  been  able  to  attain  in  any  other 
way.  We  may  say  that  burnt  bones  pounded 
have  not  by  any  means  the  same  elfeet,  being 
reduced  to  mere  phosphate  of  lime  with  some 
amount  of  animal  charcoal ;  neither  have  crush- 
ed raw  bones,  which  have  been  stated  by  some 
to  produce  similar  results.  On  the  contrary, 
raw  bones  have  been  moved  by  the  very  simple 
test  of  experiment  to  hasten  laying  in  the  pullet, 
and  furnishing  or  feathering  out  to  maturity 
in  the  cockerels,  as  might  be  expected  from  the 
amount  of  fresh  jelly  they  contain;  hence,  while 
excellent  in  moderation  for  laying  stock,  or  dur- 
ing a  limited  time  to  prepare  cockerels  for  actual 
exhibition,  they  are  not  adapted  for  the  regular 


food  of  chickens  whose  period  for  maturity  the* 
breeder  for  exhibition  rather  desires  to  postpone.- 
That  this  postponement  and  with  it  continuous- 
growth  is  effected  by  dry  bone  meal,  we  have' 
most  fully  proved:  and  in  the  case  of  weakly 
breeds,  which  have  it  for  its  strengthening: 
power,  but  which  it  is  not  wished  to  increase- 
m  size,  the  changing  it  at  the  proper  time  for 
raw  bones  will  produce  ail  the  desired  effect.- 
We  have  often  proved  the  value  of  bone  meal,- 
both  in  the  rearing  of  laying  and  exhibition 
birds,  but  it  is  better  not  to  use  it  for  those  that 
are  intended  to  be  killed  for  the  table,  as  we  do- 
not  want  in  them  to  develop  bone. 


KW.  SARGENT  &  SON,  Kltter.r.  Maine. 
•    Fanciers  and  Importers  of  Langslians  and. 
White  and  Black  flflnorcas. 

~V7"OCTR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
J_  with  self-inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,            GEO.  R.  BLAKELY. 
 Bradford,  McKean  county,  Pa 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
•  nlng  1st  prizes  wherever  shown,   send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAND,  N .  V. 


PA.  WEBSTER,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.    Fine  S.  C 
•  W.  Leghorns  exclusively,  Knapp  Bros,  strain. 
Eggs  SI. dp  per  13,  warranted  fresh  and  true  to  name. 

HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm:  IS 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.O.  Pig? 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J.  A.  Alger,  Kirksville,  -Mo. 

THE  Famous  Whitewasher  and  Insect.  Extermin- 
ator; a  machine  lor  whitewashing  Uen-liuusesj 
etc.  Send  for  circular.  Address, 

FRED.  SCHWARZ,  ui'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn._ 

-: JOE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS:- 

On  EGGS  from  Standard  M  yandottes,  Langslians, 
Ply.  Rocks  and  Black  Java  fowls  SI. 50  per  13,  $2.50-- 
tier  26,  and  So. 00  for  five  sittings.   Fine  stock  for  sale- 
low.     JOE  American  Exp.  Agent. 
Send  for  circular.  Black  Kiver,  N.  Y. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS!  SifSStf^Wf 

Fowls.   The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.   Send  6  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  aud  poultry  house.  Price! 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRA_BAZON,Prop'r.,Delavaii,  Wis. 


BROILERS  WANTED! 


We  can  use  1,500  rair  broilers  per  week  in  addition! 
to  our  present  receipts.  Parties  wishing  todlspose  i  f 
good  ones,  either  few  or  many,  to  best  advantage, 
can  receive  quotations,  directions  and  full  particulars 
by  sending  their  address  with  stamp,  to 

W.  H.  RUDD  Sl  SON, 

48  and  49  Chatham  Street,     Boston,  3Jf««.- 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  3IISSOVBI. 

Breeders  1. 1  White  ami  Black  Minorca*,  Wyaudotres,- 
L.  Brahnias, Houdans,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games,. 
P.  Rocks,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  R.  and  P. 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier.  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 


F 


OR  SALE  CHEAP— Fine  Wyandottes,  liens  and 
orkerels,  2d  prize  winners  at  Indianapolis  show 


of  this  year.  Reason  for  selling,  chicken  house  with 
ly  destro)  ed  bv  Tire  with  the  exception 
j.  D.  MACAL'LAY,  Louisville,  Ky. 


contents  entirely  destrojed  b 
of  the  above, 


f\f\  nni  One  trained  Gordon  Setter  bitch,  1  Gor- 
l(llli>l  don  bitch  ly,  years  old,  i>  Gordon  pups  2 
l/UUVl  mos.  old,  1  fine  litter  of  Eng.  Skye Ter- 
riers, several  Pugs,  young  and  old;  1  Pointer,  i  grand 
litter  of  Eng.  Mastiffs,  1  litter  Eng.  Beagle  Hounds, 
from  grand  hunting  stock  with  extended  pedigrees. 
CALHOUN  KENNELS,  Springfield,  Mass. 


G.  A.  GESMAN,  PELLA,  IOWA, 

BKEEDEH  OF 
BUCK  AND  WHITE  MINOROAS. 

r,AN«SHANS  AND  W  YANDOTTES. 

Eggs  in  Season;  chicks  for  sale  after  Sept.  1st.  Prices- 
reasonable. 


H 


OW  TO  PRESERYE  EGGS.— By  using  Biggs' 
method  for  preserving  eggs  you  can  keep  your  - 
eggs  fresh  for  12  months.    Cutis  only  ^  cent  per  doz. 
to  keep  them.   Sent  with  full  directions  on  receipt  of 
?2.00.  B.  A.  BIGGS,  Mitchell,  Indiana. 

C»  A  DDITC  >ml  BANTAMS.  Send  for  circular 
I\n DDI  I  QT.F.MeGrew,Jr.,8priiigtield,0, 

■  S5  HAND  BONE  SHELL  AND  CORN 
MILL  for  poultrymen.    F.  \\  ilson's  Pat. 
Send  for  circular.    Manufactured  only  by  - 
WILSON  BROS.,  Eastou,  Pa. 


B^NTAPP  BROS'. 

-WHITE  -  LEGHORNS- 

  • 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  special  prizes  tliau  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Onr  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 
Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving/uir 
information  and  highest  prize  recoid  ever  wou  by- 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Addiess, 


KKTi\.FF  BROS., 
Box  50 1 .  T"«,"fc>±ixfi»,  D>J".  "SV- 
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CHOICE  LANGSHAN  EGGS  $1  a  dozen.  Sandy- 
Cboft  Breeding  Farm,  Box  3,  Milford,  Del. 

HITEP.  ROCKS,  Wyandottes  and  P.  Cochin 
Eggs.     S.  H.  BEAKDSLEY,  Zanesville,  O. 


B 


LACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 


HL.  SHELBT,  Reddick,  Illinois. 
•  Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry . 


JHAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa., 
•  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 

Blanc  hard'' s  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
■mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass, 


FOR  LIGHT  RRAHMAS  address. 
ELMER  K.  MUGG,  Dundee,  Mich. 
Ekb«  $2.00  per  13,  $5.00  per  39. 

WAND  B.  MINOECAS  and  Crevecceurs,  recent. 
*  importations;  W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas.  Whitford,  Pa. 

WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

CHAS.  M.  GRIEFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes. 
Eggs,  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular. 

BLACK  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Lang- 
shans.   Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.   H.  A.  FULLER,  6  Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

A BAG  WELL,  Sharp,  Ky.,  Light  Brahmas, 
•  Langshans,  P.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes, 
Houdans,  W.&  B.  Leghorns,  P.  Ducks  and  T.  Geese. 
Eggs  from  prize  winners  $1 .50,  others  fl, 


PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm,''1  Garretford,  Pa. 


TOPEKA  WYANDOTTE  YARDS. -Breeder 
of  Golden,  White  and  Laced  Wyandottes.  Laced 
Wyandotte  Eggs  for  sale  Pen  No.  1,  No.  2, 
*2.50per  13.    Chicks  for  sale  after  September  15. 

A.  G ANDY,  624  Kansas  Ave.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

INCUBATORS  J£?1$&£°*r-  Clrcular 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  $2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
_1_J  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.  Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Pro])- r.  High-class  Poultry,  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  lor  sale.    Box  U7,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


nCNWlTQ  mi   J bailey  *  co.,  vet- 

ULRuCn,  HjUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.  Our  specialties  have  ajjain 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886  Eggs  #3  ^23;  #5  fi  26, 


s 


ID  CONGEB.  Flat  Bock,  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir. 


DP  YOU  WANT,  A  DOG  2  \j 


DOC  BUYERS  GUIDE. 

Colored  plates,  100  engravings  [) 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 
Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
337  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


COD  CM  CI  Wyandottes.  L  Brahmas,  Bl. 
rUn  OHLE!  and  B.  Cochins.  P  Bocks,  B. 
Leghorns,  Langshans;  all  first-class  stand- 
ard young  stock.  Eggs  lor  Hatching.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
gains in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  anv  of 
them.     W.  II.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  ill. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Gaines,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Guineas,  Pekin  Ducks:   Eggs,  $2  per  13. 

N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  B.  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  $3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Brahmas,  Pekin  Bantams-  Eggs  $4. 
/  won  IS  1st  and  special  premiums  at  A'  Y.,  Feb.  188S, 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


AEoiiaroli.  InouVjator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the'  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  840,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.        JAS.  BANKIN.  South  Easton.  Mass. 


WC   D   CDHRIICU  23  years.  J.BENNETT, 
.  T.  D.  OrHillon  Sunman,  Ind.  Cir. free. 

CANVASSEBS— 100  per  cent,  can  be  made  selling 
an  article  of  merit.   Send  stamp  .for  circular  to 
C.  S.  CBAIN,  Agent, 
52  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


NR.  DANA,  Badnor,  Del.  Co.,  Pa., 
•   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


-^.IjJb'JbtJbiJJ*  DOYLE." 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS  0NLT. 
Winners  at  Chicago,  1885  and  1886;  and  at  St.  Louis, 
18SG.   Choice  young  and  old  stock  for  sale,  all  raised 
on  farms.    None  better.   Eggs  in  season.    Send  for 
circular.   P.O.  address, 

3125   DEABBOBN  ST.,   CHICAGO,  ILL., 

&SS.OO  FOR  13  EGr&S. 

Over  20  Grand  Breeding  Pens  High-class  Specimens 

of  the  most  popular  strains. 
Wyandottes.  Langshans,  L.  Brahmas,  Ply. 
Rocks,  B.  and  S.  C.  Brown  and  B.  C.  W. 
Leghorns,   Dominiques,  Pit  Games 
and  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  on  chicks.  Ment.  thispaper. 
No  circulars.         A.  H.  LANG,  TOLEDO,  O. 


$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  1  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GBOVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.  E.  ANDERSON,  *  -  -  -  Newark,  Ohio. 

TF  YOU  WANT  AN  INCUBATOB,  orany- 
JL  thing  in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Dey  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLABK,  Manager. 

EXCELSIOR  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 
Champions  of  the  east  and  west.  Highest  honors 
at  Meriden,  Cfc.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.   Send  for  new  ill- 
ustrated price  list. 

SCUDDER&TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.Y. 


C.  B.  FANT,  pacfEx.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga. ; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94X,  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


EKIN  DTJCK  EGGS— Rankin's  stock  direct  $1. 50 
per  13,  $2.50  per  26;  Mam.  JB.  Turkey^eggj|  §3  per 


9,  (torn  40  fcs.,  hens  18  to 20);  Minorcas,  W .P.  Rock, 
L.  B's,  Lang's,  etc.   Send  4c.  for  60-page  catalogue. 
MICHIGAN  POULTRY  FARM,  Saline,  Mich 


POULTRY  FOOD! 

AT  30  CENTS  A  BUSHEL. 

Every  poultry  raiser  should  feed  the  Combination 
Poultry  Food  which  all  can  make  at  home  at  a  cost  of 
30  cents  per  bushel.  This  is  no  experiment,  but  is  time- 
tried  and  thoroughly  tested.  The  receipt  and  right 
to  make  this  food  will  be  sent  to  any  address  in  the 
U.  S.  or  Canada  on  the  receipt  of  only  One  Dollar. 
Address 

THE  COMBINATION  FOOD  CO., 
Chautauqua  Co.,  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y. 


«vT0LED0,0HI0.  "  fl 
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GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coflees,and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gol  d  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
_  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  889.        31  and  33  Vesey  St.,  New  York. 


PI  0  Instant  relief  Final  cure  and  nevel 

I  Ha  Eb  Oi  returns.  No  indelicacy.  Neither 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles — especially  constipation— cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  a  simple  remedy 
tree,  by  addressing.   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


-J-.   33.  NEVIUS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  BufT  Coch- 
ins, Pekin  Bantams  anil  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  I  ever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
|3.00  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
?5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minorcas,  J6  per  13.    Write  for  wants. 


FOB  SALE.— Eggs  from  2  yards  each  of  as  fine- 
Plymouth  Rock  and  Langshan  fowls  as  there  is  in 
America.   Send  for  new  circular. 

II.  A.  BRADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 


E.  R.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea. 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2 1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
Norwalk,  Ohio. 


IncubatoR 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'CCO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


FM.  MUNGER, 
.  De  KALR,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House:  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls.  Nine  imported  Scotch  Ter- 
rier Pups  for  sale. 


Bone  Meal.  Oyster  Shell,  Wire  Netting,  Egglne^ 
Monarch.  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue. P.  H.  SPRAGUE, 

178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  ILL 


HAVE  YOJLSEEN  IT, 

What'  Why  the  best  weekly  poultry  paper  publish- 
ed. Gives  all  the  latest,  poultry  news,  plenty  of  good" 
practical  matter,  handsomely  illustrated.  300  or  more 
pages  yearly.  Already  has  a  circulation  of  5,  ooo  copies- 
weekly.  Advertising  rates  very  low.  Send  TON 
CENTS  for  3  MONTHS  trial  trip.  Addressand  men- 
tion Keeper. 

THE  POULTRY  MIDGET,  Chicago,  111.. 
Keeper  and  Midget  one  year  75c. 


Are  you  going  to' 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  Is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  Dey  .Street, 
New  York. 


SILK  RIBBONS! 

An  elegant  large  package  extra  fine.  Assorted  Rib- 
bons, (Job  lot, )  different  widths,  in  all  the  latest  fash- 
ionable shades;  adapted  for  Bonnet  Strings,  Neck- 
wear, Scarfs,  Trimming  for  Hats  and  Dresses.  Bows, 
Fancy  Work,  etc.  Sent  by  mail  for  only  25c,  three 
packages  for  60c—  SPECIAL :— We  will  give 
double  the  amount  of  any  other  firm  in  America  if 
you  will  send  us  the  names  and  P.  O.  address  of  ten 
newly  married  ladies  when  ordering.  No  pieces  less- 
than  one  yard  in  length.    Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Knickerbocker  Specialty  Co.,  New  York.. 


-KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLEN  VILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


THERMOSTATIC 

IUCTJEATOEI 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 


3E3.  JS.  RENWICK, 

19  Park  Place,      -      ,       -      New  York. 


ALFRED  DOYLE'S 
LT.  BRAHMAS 

Are  the  best.  Noted  for  their  fine  symmetry, 
plumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners 
in  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  for  the  early  fall  fairs.  Prices 
low;  circular  ready.   P.  O.  address 

Box  133.  BLUE  ISLAND.  Cook  Co..  111. 
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ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

A.  C.  R.,  Peoria,  HI.— 1.  How  many  seasons  can 
Asiatics  be  used  to  advantage  as  breeders?  2.  Is 
it  better  to  use  breeding  birds  ot  different  ages 
than  te  use  those  of  same  age  after  the  fowls  at- 
tain full  maturity?  3.  Would  it  tend  to  eliminate 
the  sitting  instinct  to  never  allow  a  hen  to  sit,  if 
this  course  was  pursued  for  several  generations? 
4.  Is  sand  injurious  to  young  chicks? 

1.  We  would  not  advise  in-breeding  more  than 
■one  season, with  any  breed.  2.  If  there  is  a  differ. 
«nce  in  ages  it  is  better.  3.  We  think  not.  Even 
the  so-called  non-sitters  will  sit  if  they  become 
fat.  4.  No. 

Win.  Husman,  La  Porte  City,  Iowa.— 1.  If  hens 
are  allowed  to  have  all  the  milk  they  want  will 
they  drink  too  much?  2.  Will  they  eat  too  much 
raw  meat?  3.  Which  would  you  recommend  the 
use  of  granulated  bone  or  oyster  shell? 

Nos.  1  and  2.  They  may,  if  fed  too  lavishly.  3. 
■Granulated  bone. 

F.  W.  E.,  Clarkstown,  Pa— Are  Langshans  a 
good  breed  to  raise  for  market  (for  broilers)  ? 
What  ones  are  better?  This  is  my  first  year  with 
the  Poultry  Keeper,  am  more  than  pleased. 

They  are,  biit  some  do  not  like  the  dark  legs. 
The  P.  Rocks  are  used  more  extensively  for  that 
purpose,  but  the  Langshan  is  better  in  quality. 

V.  E.  W.,  North  Attleboro,  Mass.— 1.  Does 
thunder  or  lightning  have  any  effect  on  eggs 
when  in  incubator  or  under  the  hen  ?  If  so, 
what  ?  2.  Is  it  better  to  turn  eggs  in  the  incu- 
bator the  first  three  days,  "two  or  three  times  a 
■day  "  or  not  turn  them  but  once,  or  not  turn  till 
after  three  days  ? 

1.  We  think  not,  though  some  claim  otherwise. 
2.  Do  not  turn  the  first  two  days,  then  turn  twice 
a  day  until  eggs  are  pipped. 

S.  C.  B.,  Bloomington,  111— What  pit  game 
most  resembles  the  B.  Leghorn  after  you  take 
the  comb  off  and  darken  his  shanks. 

The  Black-breasted  Red. 

W.  H.  D.,  Fairfield.  HI— What  is  good  for 
diarrhoea  in  chicks  ?  Give  ingredients  of  Doug- 
lass mixture  ? 

Mix  a  tablespoonf  ul  of  good  ground  ginger  in 
the  food  of  50  chicks.  Put  a  teaspoonful  of  alum 
(dissolve  it)  in  a  quartof  the  drinking  water. 
Douglass  mixture  is  one  pound  copperas,  one 
•gill  sulphuric  acid,  and  two  gallons  soft  water. 

M.  H.  C,  Zanesville,  Ohio.— Will  eggs  from 
brother  and  sister  hatch  ? 

Yes,  but  if  inbreeding  is  carried  on  forseveral 
years  the  eggs  fail  to  hatch. 

T.  0.  B..  Cleveland,  Ohio— What  makes  the 
vent  of  young  chicks  get  all  clogged  up  and  what 
is  the  cure  ? 

Due  to  lack  of  warm,  damp  weather,  and  in- 
sufficient variety  in  food. 

J.K..  Hannibal,  O—  1.  Which  is  the  best  roosts 
for  hens,  round  or  flat?  2.  Would  a  cross  of 
Wyandotte  cock  on  Leghorn  hen  be  good  winter 
layers  ? 

1.  A  piece  of  3x4  scantling,  rounded  off  slight- 
ly on  the  edge,  is  best.  2.  Yes,  if  kept  warm 
and  comfortable. 


C.  R.,  Allegheny  City.  Pa.— Please  let  us  all 
know  the  best  method  of  preserving  eggs  and 
oblige  an  old  subscriber. 

Pack  in  dry  salt.  Use  fresh  eggs.  Keep  in  a 
•cool  place.  Turn  them  twice  a  week. 

G.  W.  P.,  Louisville,  Ky.— If  setting  hens  are 
troubled  with  lice,  how  can  I  rid  them  before 
■chicks  are  hatched  ?  would  it  be  advisable  to  re- 
move straw  and  make  new  nests  and  put  coal 
oil  on  hen  and  sprinkle  sulphur  on  eggs  ? 

Everything  must  be  removed.  Coal  oil  the 
whole  premises.  Clean  out  nests,  and  dust 
nests  and  hens  freely  with  insect  powder. 

N.  W.  F.,  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.— 1.  Is  it  not  a 
hard  tiling  to  choose  from,  the  following  four 
breeds  :  Langshans,  W.  Leghorns,  Wyandottes, 
and  Plymouth  Rocks  ?  2.  Are  all  vegetables 
good  for  laying  fowls?  3.  Is  there  more  eggs  from 
one  breed  or  a  variety  or  breeds  mixed?  4.1s 
meat  best  cooked  or  raw  for  hens  ?  5.  I  have 
less  than  fifty  liens  (mixed  breed)  they  gave  me 
720  (60  doz.)  'in  26  days,  is  this  fair,  middling,  or 
very  good  ? 

1.  It  is,  the  qualities  being  equal.  2.  Yes,  they 
will  reject  that  which  is  unsuitable.  3.  It  de- 
pends upon  the  conditions.  Crossing  always 
igives  vigor,  but  use  pure-bred  males.  4.  Cooked 
is  best.   5.  Ye°,  it  is  an  egg  every  other  day. 


Mrs.  J.  L.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn.— I  would  like 
for  you  or  some  of  your  correspondents  to  tell 
me  what  is  the  matter  with  some  of  my  chicks ; 
they  come  from  the  shell  having  fits  and  throw 
the  head  under  the  body  and  cannot  walk  to  do 
any  good,  remain  in  this  condition  until  they 
die,  which  sometimes  is  several  days  or  a  week. 

Parents  are  inbred  or  too  fat,  which  often 
causes  such. 

E.  A.  P.,  Jr.,  Marblehead,  Mass.— Do  you 
know  of  any  medicine  that  will  help  the  follow- 
ing case:  I  have  a  Light  Brahma  cock  which 
has  lost  the  use  of  his  legs ;  that  is,  he  cannot 
stand  up,  but  he  eats  and  crows,  and  in  every 
way  else  is  in  perfect  health,  and  I  have  exam- 
ined him  closely,  and  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  must  have  an  attack  of  the  rheuma- 
tism. He  is  not  fat,  has  no  bumble  foot,  and  no 
weak  back. 

You  described  the  symptoms  of  sickness 
among  fowls  when  they  have  been  fed  sulphur 
too  freely. 


In-Breeding  for  Points. 

Our  Standard-friend  Stoddard,  who  is  ready  to 
battle  for  "points"  in  preference  to  utility,  will 
forget  himself  at  times,  and  makes  some  good 
arguments  "on  the  other  side."  The  fact  is 
utility  is  the  ground-work  of  the  poultry  busi- 
ness, and  the  "point  adherents"  can't  get  away 
from  it.  Points— necessary  points— are  what  all 
desire,  hut  there  is  "lots  of  nonsense"  in  the 
fancy  breeding.  We  take  the  following  from  the 
American  Poultry  Yard.  The  latter  (Beale) 
says: 

"The  first  essential  to  success  is  the  vigor  and 
stamina  of  the  stock  birds.  The  dangers  of  in- 
breeding have  already  been  pointed  out  by  me, 
and  one  of  the  most  frequent  results  of  this  close 
breeding  is  that  very  large  numbers  of  the  eggs 
produced  are  infertile,  or  the  chicks'die  in  the 
shell,  or  during  the  early  stages  after  hatching. 
Many  instances  could  be  cited  in  proof  of  this 
contention.  Vigor  in  the  stock  birds  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  if  the  progeny  are  to  be  healthy 
and  strong,  and  we  require  strong,  healthy,  un- 
tainted birds  upon  good  runs."  [The  italics  are 
ours]. 

Sir  John  Sebright,  the  originator  of  the  Ban- 
tams which  bear  his  name,  says  of  in-and-in 
breeding  in  the  poultry  yard,  that  he  "made 
many  trials"  and  found  that  "it  invariably  re- 
duced size,  vigor  and  fertility." 

To  get  beautiful  lacing  and  other  standard  re- 
quirements, in-breeding  must  be  resorted  to,and 
this  is  admitted  by  Dr.  Spalding,  McGrew, 
and  other  such  advocates.  This  is  the  cause  of 
so  many  failures  of  $5  eggs  hatehing.  The  birds 
are  bred  down  for  the  show  room,  some  breeds 
having  over  30  of  the  100  points  given  to  the  head 
alone.  The  Poultry  Yard  again  states: 

Said  a  veteran  breeder  of  Light  Brahmas  at 
the  late  Boston  show:  "You  can  inbreed  as 
close  as  you  are  a  mind  to  and  keep  it  up  as  long 
as  you  are  a  mind  to:  it  does  no  harm.  Said  a 
noted  Partridge  Cochin  breeder  at  the  same 
show :  "You  have  got  to  inbreed  your  birds  to 
get  the  lacing,and  that  pulls  the  size  right  down, 
and  then  you  have  got  to  fatten  them  right  up 
like  fury  for  the  show  or  you  will  lose  on  weight, 
and  the  worst  of  it  is.  your  best-marked  birds  get 
spoiled  by  the  fat,  so  that  they  are  not  worth  a 
picayune  to  breed  from."  You  pays  your  money 
and  you  takes  your  choice. 

Utility  or  the  points  to  the  detriment  of  the 
breed.  As  it  says,  "You  pays  your  money  and 
you  takes  your  choice." 


A  Cross-bred  Victory. 

When  we  began  to  give  information  in  regard 
to  crossing  fowls  we  were  sneered  at.  Not  a 
single  poultry  journal  had  a  word  to  say  about 
cross-bred  birds.  They  were  all  for  the  show 
room  while  we  aimed  for  the  market  and  egg 
qualities.  In  the  Poultry  Yard  a  writer  says: 

"Any  advice  that  leads  a  man  to  breed  mon- 
grels is  misleading  and  unkind.  With  the  vast 
number  of  good  standard  breeds  to  choose  from, 
there  is  no  reason  why  any  man  cannot  find  as 
near  to  what  he  wants  in  some  one  of  them  as  he 
is  ever  likely  to  reach  in  our  day.  Let  our 
watchword  be,  pure  thoroughbred  stock,  or 
none." 

Which  is  good  enough  if  fowls  were  not  bred 
for  combs,  wattles,  earlobes,  etc.,  but  at  the 
present  day  the  market  quality  counts— stand- 
ard or  no  standard.  Even  the  editor  of  the 
Yard  comes  down  and  smokes  in  our  camp. 
Listen  to  him : 

"Should  cross-bred  fowls  become  popular  in 
this  country,  the  demand  for  pure-bred  stock 
will  rather'be  increased  than  diminished.  There 
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will  necessarily  be  a  large  demand  for  pure- 
bred fowls  for  crossing.  The  practical  poultry- 
man  will  be  dependent  upon  the  fancier  for  his 
yearly  stock  of  pure-bred  fowls,  for  it  is  the  first 
cross  that  pays  the  most  profit.  The  fancier  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  popularity  of  cross- 
bred fowls.  In  England  they  have  long  been 
popular,  but  the  thorough-breds  have  lost  noth- 
ing thereby." 

He  takes  a  sensible  view  of  the  matter,  and 
preaches  the  same  sermon  we  have  always 
preached,  which  is  that  by  educating  the  people 
to  take  an  interest  inmarket  poultry  and  crosses 
there  would  be  a  greater  demand  for  the  pure 
breeds,  as  only  pure-bred  males  can  be  used  for 
crossing.  We  really  begin  to  believe  we  have 
moved  to  Hartford.  They  have  just  struck  on 
our  path  up  there. 


The  Rhodes  Plan  for  Judging, 

Mr.  H.  A.  Rhodes,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  thus 
describes  an  excellent  method  of  judging  at 
shows:  "It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  our 
birds  might  be  judged  quicker  and  just  as  well 
as  they  are  now  if  not  better  and  certainly  give 
better  satisfaction  to  the  exhibitors,  for  it  is  not 
agreeable  to  wait  as  we  often  do  until  the  last 
day  of  the  show  for  our  score  cards.  Here  is  my 
plan.  Let  the  entry  cards  with  the  exhibitor's 
name  on  them  be  put  on  as  soon  as  the  coops  are 
placed  in  position.  Then  weigh  all  the  birds  that 
are  to  be  weighed.  Let  the  judge  (accompanied 
by  one  of  the  executive  committee  with  record 
book  in  hand)  commence  at  one  end  of  the  row 
of  Light  Brahmas,  for  instance,  where  perhaps 
there  may  be  twenty-five  coops  and  judge  the 
birds  in  coop  No.  1,  then  those  in  coop  No.  2  and 
so  on  until  the  twenty-five  coops  are  judged.  As 
soon  as  he  has  judged  coop  No.  1  let'  him  hand 
the  score  card  to  the  executive  officer,who  looks 
it  over  to  see  that  it  is  added  up  right,  makes  an 
entry  of  it  in  his  book  and  then  tacks  it  on  to  the 
coop,  and  so  on  until  he  gets  through  with  the 
Light  Brahmas.  Then  the  record  book  is  handed 
to  the  secretary  who  immediately  has  the  prem- 
ium cards  made  out  and  then  tacked  on  to  the 
coops  where  they  belong.  The  secretary  will 
probably  find  t  wo  or  more  coops  with  the  same 
score,  if  so,  let  the  two  or  more  coops  enjoy  the 
honor  of  the  first  premium  or  second  premium 
whatever  it  may  be.  Nobody  will  be  hurt  by  it 
and  every  man  has  justice  done  him.  which  is 
hardly  the  case  now,  when  a  judge  looks  over 
his  judging  and  cuts  a  quarter  of  a  point  here 
and  a  quarter  of  a  point  there,  making  the 
first,  second  and  third  premium  birds  out 
of  three  coops  that  are  equally  entitled 
to  first  premium.  Then  judge  each  variety 
in  the  same  way.  The  judge's  whole  time 
is  spent  where  it  should  be  and  the  executive 
officer  with  him  can  prevent  any  person  from 
talking  to  him.  He  should  not  be  permitted  to 
consult  with  another  judge  or  judge  any  variety 
he  is  not  familiar  with.  As  it  is  now  the  birds 
really  entitled  to,  in  many  cases,  second  and 
third  premium  get  nothing,  for  their  premiums 
are  distributed  as  above  stated.  If  there  hap- 
pens to  be  three  birds  scoring  92  points, 
three  birds  scoring  91  points  and  three  birds 
scoring  90  points  then  there  would  really  be  nine 
premium  birds,  where  there  are  now  but  three 
and  consequently  six  more  satisfied  exhibitors. 
I  am  very  much  opposed  to  disqualifying  a  bird. 
Let  him  be  scored  and  cut  for  defects  if  he  has 
any  and  the  exhibitor  will  learn  something  and 
not  become  discouraged.  I  think  if  all  birds 
were  judged  as  I  have  suggested  many  more 
would  continue  to  breed  from  year  to  year  and 
the  number  of  exhibitors  increase  yearly. 
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If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew  —  This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50 cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
vear  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  •'Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  whc 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do— Remember  that  foi 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  vear  and  their  choice  of  these 
books.  "Poultry  'for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  arid  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  60  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books. 
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Sweepstakes. 

The  prize  champion  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel 
"Sweepstakes,"  is  owned  bv  Mr.  E.  B.Thompson, 
of  Amenia.  N.  Y.  This  bird  is  the  winner  of  1st 
-and  special  prizes  at  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  in  188fi; 
at  Winsted,  Ct..  1886,  and  at  Coxsackie,  N.  Y.,  in 
1887.  Alsotlie  grand  special  sweepstake  prize 
at  Winsted  for  the  best  Plymouth  Rock  on  exhi- 
bition, scoring  95  points.  At  Coxsackie  he  figur- 
ed 9514  points,  which  record  gives 
him  the  distinction  of  being  the 
champion  Plymouth  Rock  male  of 
the  world.  No  other  male  of  this 
variety  has  won  two  such  records  at 
different  shows  and  bv  different 
Judges.  Mr.  T.  refused  $100  for 
Sweepstakes.  His  mate,  "Ethel," 
also  won  1st  and  special,  scoring  9i$£. 
Mr.  T.  breeds,  also.  White  and  Laced 
Wyandottes.  At  Winsted  he  won  all 
the  1st  and  special  prizes  on  Wyan- 
dottes, in  competition  with  200  birds, 
as  well  as  1st  on  breeding  pen,  cock- 
erel, pullet  and  cock,  at  Coxsackie. 
His  stock  ranks  among  the  linest  in 
America,  and  Mr.  T.  is  well  known 
as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  an 
honorable  dealer.  The  editor  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  has  ordered  eggs 
for  his  own  use  from  the  yards  head- 
ed by  Sweepstakes,  as  he  was  well 
pleased  with  Mr.  Thompson's  exhibit 
at  Boston.  Mr.  Thompson  also  does 
business  abroad.  Mr.  J.  Penfold 
Field,  writing  from  Salisbury,  Eng- 
land, says:  "I  received  the  tine 
Wvandottes  safely  on  Tuesday  last 
(letter  dated  April  10th)  and  two  of 
them  have  already  layed.  They  are 
large,  well-laced  birds,  and  I  am 
very  much  pleased  with  them." 


meaty,  perishable  matter  than  charcoal ;  but  I 
do  not  see  the  advantage  of  this  in  keeping  eggs 
for  domestic  use. 

Still  another  process  is  to  make  a  solution  of 
equal  parts  of  lime  and  alum,  and  while  the 
solution  is  hot,  dip  the  eggs,  by  means  of  a  wire 
basket,  for  three  seconds, and  allow  to  dry;  then 
lay  away,  small  ends  down. 

Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe  for  the  Keeper. 


Preserving  Eggs. 

A  lady  writing  to  the  Home  Jour- 
nal says  that  to  preserve  eggs  it  is 
necessary  to  exclude  the  air  from 
the  inside,  or  meat.  Dampness  and 
heat  combined  are  destructive  ele- 
ments. One  of  the  best,  as  well  as 
the  simplest  processes  I  have  tried 
for  domestic  use  is  to  grease  the  eggs 
thoroughly  with  lard.  Every  part 
should  be  touched,  and  to  insure  this 
it  may  be  best  to  dip  the  eggs  Into 
the  melted  lard. 

After  being  thus  coated,  lay  them 
in  a  dry,  cool  place,  and  they  will 
keep  good  a  long  time.  If  not  placed 
little  ends  down  it  will  be  advisable 
to  turn  them  now  and  then  to  pre- 
vent, the  yelks  from  settling  through 
the  albumen  and  leachingthe  shell. 

I  have  tried  salt  for  preserving 
eggs,  but  very  much    prefer  the 
method  mentioned,  as  I  find  that 
those  kept  in  salt  harden,  so  that 
after  a  month  or  two  they  cannot  be 
beaten  into  nice  frosting.  Where 
kept  by  greasing  there  is  no  differ- 
ence from  the  egg  fresh  from  the 
nest.    There  is  a  Russian  process 
which  consists  of  packing  the  eggs 
In  a  crock,  little  ends  down,  and  then 
filling  the  space  with  melted  tallow,  and  allow- 
ing the  same  to  remain.  This,  no  doubt,  will 
preserve  eggs  perfectly,  but  is  more  expensive, 
unhandy  and  greasy  than  simply  coating,  and  in 
no  way  preferable  unless  the  eggs  are  to  be 
transported  and  kept  for  a  very  long  time. 

Another  process  used  by  some  is  to  dip  the 
eggs  in  a  solution  of  Gum  Arabic  and  pack  in 
dry  charcoal,  finely  pulverized.  The  gum  will 
furnish  the  coating  to  prevent  the  penetration 
of  air,  and  there  is  no  better  preservative  of 


shade  darker  than  the  color  you  want  to  breed, 
as  fowls  are  inclined  to  breed  lighter,  and  you 
can  never  get  depth  of  color  unless  von  breed 
from  birds  very  deep  in  color  themselves."  This 
wouldn't  b'i  very  good  advise  for  a  Plymouth 
Rock  breeder. 

"A  very  j;nod  standard  rule  is— what  the  male 
bird  is  deficient  in.  see  that  the  hen  has  extra 
developed.  Cocks  with  coarse  big  combs  should 
be  inate<  fty  hens  with  small  fine  combs,  or  vice 
verm,  and  so  on  all  through  the 
points."  This  is  very  good  advice, 
but  it  would  be  better  not  to  use  such 
cocks  at  all.  If  they  must  be  used, 
then  the  advice  should  be  followed, 
"In  breeding  Cochins  look  more  to 
sound  color  and  heavy  feather  than 
to  size.  Here  again,  breed  from 
birds  rather  darker  than  the  exhi- 
bition shade,  and  avoid  all  'mealy' 
specimens  and  those  wanting  cush- 
ion." Not  bad  advice  especially  for 
breeders  of  Buffs,  so  far  a.s  color  is 
concerned.  Still  size  ought  not  to  be 
omitted. 

"In  breeding  Dark  Brahmas,  and 
you  wish  good  penciled  pullets,  select 
a  hen  with  a  well-penciled  breast, 
the  penciling  coming  close  up  to  the 
throat,  and  the  color  of  the  breast- 
feathers  the  same  as  those  on  the 
back  and  wing.  Avoid  light-breasted 
hens  as  the  pullets  from  such  are 
generally  far  too  light  in  color;  but 
the  cockerels  from  such  a  pen  are 
often  very  good  in  color.  Hens  bare 
of  leg  feathers  should  be  mated  with 
a  very  heavy  feathered  hocked  cock. 
Cocks  light  in  leg-feather  generally 
throw  a  large  percentage  of  birds 
with  too  little  leg-leather;" 

Treating  Roup, 

As  soon  as  vou  are  satisfied  that 
your  bird  really  has  the  roup,  sajs 
the  Canadian  Poultry  Review,  and 
that  it  has  gone  beyond  the  stage  of 
catarrh,  remove  him  to  a  warm, 
roomy  coop,  that  is  free  from  drafts, 
and  if  it  has  been  recently  white- 
washed so  much  the  better,  place 
twoor  three  inchesof  clean, dry  earth 
on  the  floor,  and  see  that  none  of  the 
other  fowls  can  get  near  the  invalid. 
Bathe  the  head,  eyes,  and  throat  each 
night  and  morning  with  warm  water, 
then  wash  with  a  piece  of  sponge 
and  castile  soap,  press  out  the  nos- 
trils, and  when  clean  wipe  dry,  and 
then  inject  with  a  small  syringe,  two 
or  three  drops  of  a  mixture  of  cam- 
phorated oil  and  carbolic  acid  (cam- 
phorated oil  1  oz.,  add  5  drops  car- 
bolic ££:'.!.)  into  each  nostril,  letting 
it  run  well  back  into  the  head. 


PLYMOl'TH  R(M  K  COCKGREL-"S  WEEPSTAK 

OWNED  BY  E.  li.  Tl.OMPSON,  AMENIA,  N.  T.,  AND  CLAIMED  AS 
ION  OF  THE  WORLD. 

Hints  on  Mating. 

We  extract  the  following  hints  on  mating 
from  the  Scottish  Fancier.  They  may  prove  in- 
teresting to  our  American  breeders,  as  showing 
the  practice  pursued  abroad. 

"The  aim  to  be  kept  steadily  in  view  is  the 
points  an  exhibition  bird  requires  to  win.  If  you 
nave  a  cock  witli  too  much  white,  mate  him  to  a 
hen  darker  than  the  color  required,or  vice  versa. 
Iu  breeding  for  color  -  always  select  birds  a 


How  to  Slaughter  the  Lice. 
— Mr.W.  H.  Hibbert,  Galveston,  Tex. 
—"If  any  one  will  try  my  plan  for 
lice  I  think  it  will  work.    Get  your 
es."  druggist  to  put  one  ounce  of  oil  of 

champ-  pennyroyal  in  a  four-ounce  bottle, 
and  fill  the  bottle  with  lard  oil,  or 
cotton-seed  oil,  and  as  soon  as  the 
chicks  come  out  of  the  nest  rub  the  least  bit 
on  the  top  of  the  heads.  Do  this  once  a  week 
for  four  weeks,  and  lice,  mites,  and  even  mos- 
quitoes will  keep  away  from  the  chicks  or  young 
turkeys.  Have  tried  it  for  two  years,  and  it  is 
good.  [We  endorse  the  method.— Ed.  1  Lice 
and  mites  kill  more  chickens  than  cholera  or 
roup,  but  the  lice  do  not  get  the  credit  for  the 
damage.  Long  may  the  P.  K.  circulate.  It  is 
better  than  all  the  other  poultry  papers  com- , 
bined," 
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Brooders  of  All  Kinds. 

We  give  in  this  issue  quite  a  number  of  meth- 
ods of  brooding.  The  first  is  the  system  in  use 
at  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  so  well  demonstrated  by 
Major  C.  M.  Jordan,  Mr.  E.  C.  Howe,  Dr.  Ed- 
ward North,  Mr.  F.  C.  Allen,  Mr.  Bradford 
Small,  and  others.  The  cuts  are  borrowed  from 
the  Mural  Neio  Yorker,  New  York  City,  which 
sent  a  representative  to  inspect  the  method. 
There  is  a  party  who  claims  a  patent  on  the 


house  (20x20  feet)  being  in  the  centre,  with  each 
wing  10x70  feet,  the  yards  being  shown  on  the 
right,  and  the  brooders,  with  chicks,  in  the  first 
three  on  the  left,  there  being  14  of  the  brooders 
on  each  side.  The  windows  are  hung  with  cords, 
so  as  to  be  raised  or  lowered.  Each  wing  has  a 
passage-way,  2%  feet  wide, extending  the  length 
of  the  building,  and  leading  from  the  incubator 
house.  The  brooder  houses  are  divided  into 
partitions  5x7%  feet  each,  (deducting  for  pas- 
sage-way) making  14  brooders  in  each  wing,  or 
28  in  all,each  brooder  accommodating  100  chicks, 
the  total  capacity  being  2,800  chicks  every  10 
weeks. 


cool  air  will  come  out  of  the  tubes  under  the 
brooders.  As  the  air  becomes  heated  it  rises 
through  the  brooder  tubes,  which  are  fastened 
in  the  floor.  These  tubes  are  1  inch  in  diam- 
eter, and  2%  inches  high.  Over  them  are 
"mothers"  or  brooders,  which  are  28  inches 
square  and  3  inches  high  (for  very  young  chicks) 
but  the  legs  are  adjustable,  and  the  mothers  can 
be  raised  as  the  chicks  grow.  The  floor  must  not 
be  very  warm,  or  leg  weakness  will  result.  The 
heat  comes  through  the  tubes  and  diffuses  itself 
above  the  chicks.  The  temperature  under  the 
mothers  should  be  90  degrees. 
The  chicks  are  sold  when  from  eight  to  ten- 


method,  but  an  inspection  of  the  patent  shows 
that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  system  generally 
used,  as  it  divides  the  box  for  the  pipes  into 
compartments,  while  in  these  no  compartments 
underneath  are  used.  The  patent  was  applied 
for  September,  1886,  but  the  mode  was  publish- 
ed in  June,  1886,  while  several  parties  report 
that  it  has  been  in  use  for  from  10  to  20  years. 
Hence  we  will  say  that  we  have  all  the  evidence 


DOUBLE  BROODER  HOUSE  AND  YARDS. 

The  brooders  are  heated  by  hot  water  pipes, 
(not  steam)  arranged  as  shown  at  Fig.  185.  A 
stove  with  a  circular  water-back  (or  boiler  sur- 
rounding it),  heats  the  water,  which  rises  as  it 
becomes  heated,  and  flows  into  the  pipes,  re- 
turning to  the  boiler  near  the  bottom  of  the 
stove.  Observe  the  way  the  pipes  are  ar- 
ranged, the  first  and  last  being  together,  thus 
evenly  distributing  the  heat.  A  tube  half 
an  inch  in  diameter  (A,)  is  intended  to  allow 
the  escape  of  air  in  the  pipes,  and  is  also  a 
safety-valve.  It  is  attached  to  the  hottest  or 


weeks  old,  and  at  weights  ranging  from  one  to- 
two  pounds,  according  to  the  market  (New  York 
and  Philadelphia)  and  they  often  sell  as  high  as 
60  cents  per  pound,  April  being  the  best  month. 
The  loss  does  not  exceed  eight  per  cent,  after 
they  are  hatched,  the  only  difficulty  being  to 
procure  fertile  eggs  in  winter.  When  hatched 
they  go  directly  to  the  brooders,  and  are  fed 
nothing  for  twenty-four  hours.  The  first  ten 
days  they  are  fed  every  two  hours  (early  and 
late)  on  bread  cooked  and  crumbled  for  them, 
composed  as  follows :  Ground  meat,  one  part  ;• 


required  to  show  that  it  has  been  in  use  for 
years,  and  also  that  the  patent  does  not  apply, 
as  no  compartments  are  used  under  these 
brooders.  In  Hammonton  the  method  is  in  gen- 
eral use  despite  all  claims.  Should  anyone  de- 
sire to  satisfy  themselves  let  them  first  read  this 
description,  aud  we  will  publish  the  claims  of 
the  patent. 

The  above  is  a  double  house,  the  incubator 


METHOD  OF  HEATING  THE  BROODER. 


highest  pipe.  B  is  a  keg  or  barrel  filled  with 
water,  ana  connected  with  the  lower  pipe,  to 
give  pressure  to  the  water.  The  stove  is  in  a 
pit,  below  the  ground.  The  pipes  are  arranged 
side  by  side,  in  a  box  one  yard  wide,  six  inches 
deep,  and  70  feet  long,  and  are  held  level  and 
in  place,  by  iron  rods,  or  supports  of  any  kind. 
One  or  two  tubes  one  inch  in  diameter,  extend 
from  this  box,  or  frame,  to  the  outside,  an  ar- 
rangement which  allows  pure  air  to  come  in 
and  circulate  around  the  pipes,  but  these  cold 
air  pipes  must  be  below  the  iron  pipes,  or  the 


cornmeal.  two  parts;  middlings,  one  part; 
ground  oats,  one  part ;  also  a  small  proportion  of 
bread  soda  and  salt.  Sometimes  this  is  varied 
by  a  mixture  of  corn,  oats  and  wheat,  ground 
together,  and  one-fourth  ground  meat  added. 
Mashed  potatoes,  chopped  cabbage,  always 
bone  and  fresh  meat,  occasionally,  are  ground 
in  order.  After  the  tenth  day  the  food  is  simply 
scalded  instead  of  being  made  into  bread.  Raw 
grain  is  seldom  fed,  though  cracked  corn  ana 
wheat  are  allowed  as  soon  as  the  chicks  will  eat 
them. 
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Particular  attention  is  given  to  keep  every- 
ttiing  clean,  and  the  chicks  must  at  no  time  be- 
Home  chilled.  On  cold  or  damp  days  they  are 
kept  inside,  but  given  the  privilege  or  the  yard 
on  clear  days,  when  they  become  too  large  to 
get  under  the  mother,  they  will  have  become 
sufficiently  hardy  to  do  without,  as  the  houses 
jre  warm 


A  reference  to  the  cut  shows  that  there  are 
no  compartments  beneath  the  pipes,  the  whole 
thing  being  one  long  box.  And,  as  we  stated, 
the  plan  of  heating  with  pipes  was  published  by 
Mr.  Charles  Atwood  before  this  patent  was  filed, 
while  that  well-known  breeder,  Mr.  R.  G.  Buff- 
ington,  states  that  he  and  others  used  the 
method  over  ten  years  ago,  while  a  party  in 
Ohio  claims  to  have  used  it  for  14  years.  Even 
If  Mr.'  patent  can  be  sustained  it  can  only  be  for 


THE  MOTHEK. 

The  stove  used  for  heating  the  poultry-houses 
ilt  Hammonton.  which  we  illustrate  in  this  issue, 
Js  adapted  also  lor  dwelling  houses,  hotels,  or  for 
»ny  ot  her  purpose  where  warm  water  is  required 
lor  bath  tubs,  or  warming  foods.  But  recently 
it  has  been  used  for  wholesale  brooding  of  young 
•hicks,  as  it  heats  the  brooders  for  15(H)  chicks  at 
Me  time.  This  is  done  by  circulating  hot  water 


HOTINE'S  IMPROVED  STOVE. 

through  pipes,  the  hot  water  always  risingwhile 
the  colli  water  flows  in.  It  is  extensively  used 
In  Hainmontoii,  New  .Jersey,  and  has  proved  ex- 
cellent for  the  purpose.  As  will  be  noticed  by 
the  illustration  it  is  very  simple,  having  a  hot 
water  apartment  surrounding  the  fire  in  the 
stove,  and  as  the  water  boils  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  can  be  forced  to  any  distance,  as  well  as  to 
the  highest  room  in  the  dwelling-house,  it  is  a 
cheap  and  splendid  device.  It  can  also  bear- 
ranged  to  cook  food  for  stock,  and  for  many 
other  purposes.  Further  information  can  be 
obtained  by  addressing  Hotine  &  Co.,  No.  1 
Fetter  Laiie,  (opposite  Third  and  Cherry  Sts.,) 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  At  the  recent  poultry  show 
in  Philadelphia  this  siove  took  first  premium  as 
a  means  of  heating  brooders  over  all  other  stoves 
In  competition,  and  its  low  price  (  $20  )  places  it 
within  the  reach  of  all.  They  put  up  the  brooder 


FlU.  I'.    THE  BKOODEK  IN  POSITION. 

the  arrangement.  The  stove  is  Hotine's,  the 
mother,  under  which  the  chicks  run,  is  in  gen- 
eral use  for  years,  having  been  published  by 
Bain,  and  all  the  separate  parts  are  public  prop- 
erty. Hotine  &  Co.  will  supply  all  the  requisites 
and  assume  all  risks,  but  as  the  above  is  not 
similar  to  any  pateilt,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  use  the  plan,  we  do  not  think  our  readers 
will  have  any  cause  to  fear  infringement. 
The  above  brooder  should  be  constructed  so 


pass  over  the  surface  of  the  stove,  and  be- 
come heated.  A  stove  pipe  flue  leads  the  air 
along  to  the  place  of  exit,  but  dampers  are- 
placed  at  any  preferred  point  to  shut  off  the 
heat,  which  will  force  it  to  come  up  through  the 
little  tubes  extending  upwards  from  the  stove- 
pipe flue,  each  little  tube  having  also  a  dampeiv 
The  heat  comes  up  through  the  tube  and  strikes 
the  bottom  of  a  mother,  which  is  made  thirty- 
inches  square,  with  a  small  peg,  or  leg,  at  each1 
corner.  A  piece  of  cloth,  cut  into  strips  is- 
tacked  around  the  edge  of  the  mother.  It  is- 
under  the  mother  the  chicks  hover,  the  air  com- 
ing through  the  tube,  striking  the  bottom  o£ 
the  mother  and  diffusing  over  the  chicks.  Ob- 
serve that  the  stove  pipe  flue  inclines  some- 
what upward,  the  greater  the  distance  from 
the  stove  the  shorter  each  little  tube.  When 
any  one  tube  is  out  of  use  the  damper  closes 
off  the  supply  of  heat.  When  the  brooders  are 
not  in  use  the  heat  can  be  used  to  warm  the 
house.  We  simply  desire  to  convey  the  idea  of 
the  ground  plan.  No  doubt  some  of  our  read- 
ers can  improve  on  it.  Of  course  each  brood- 
er is  in  the  centre  of  a  little  wire  fence,  or 
partition.  The  partitions  may  contain  100 
chicks  each. 

We  also  give  another  brooder,  from  Farm 
and  Garden,  it  is  very  easily  made  at  a  low  cost. 
By  referring  to  figure  1  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
top  is  detachable,  being  lifted  off  by  the  handle 
when  desirable.  Although  the  low  er  part  of  the 
brooder  is  above  ground,  yet,  if  preferred,  it  can 
be  sunk  in  the  ground,  provided  the  holes  (to- 
admit  cold  air  to  brooder,  and  smoke  from  tha 


PIG.  2.    SECTIONAL  VIEW. 

that  the  cold  air  pipes  should  have  the  air 
come  in  below  the  hot  water  pipes,  and  the  air 
should  not  come  in  directly  under  the  tubes  that 
permit  the  warm  air  to  flow  up  into  the  mother. 
The  fewer  the  cold  air  pipes  the  better,  and  the 
end  coming  inside  should  have  a  perforated 
cigar  box  over  it,  to  scatter  the  air. 

The  next  is  something  very  similar, but  is  a  hot 
air  brooder,  instead  of  hot-water,  which  we  take 
from  the  Farm  and  Garden,  Philadelphia.  We 

I 


DAMPER ( 

H 

PIG.  3.    TANK,  SHOWING  HOW  TO  CONSTRUCT  IT. 

lamp  to  escape)  are  left  above  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  Space  must  be  left  to  admit  of  getting 
at  the  lamp  if  brooder  is  in  the  ground.  Either 
a  No.2  burner  lamp  or  a  small  kerosene  oil  stove 
may  be  used  for  heating  the  brooder.  Be  care- 
ful lo  leave  air  holes  at  the  bottom  of  the  door 
or  the  lamp  will  smoke.  Keep  the  brooder  at- 
temperature  of  90  degrees. 

Figure  2  shows  the  lamp  (or  kerosene  oit 
stove,  if  preferred)  under  a  sheet-iron  tank.  It- 
heats  the  tank,  the  smoke  of  the  lamp  passing; 
out  at  lour  holes,  placed  at  each  corner  of  the* 
brooder,  w  hich  disti  ibutes  the  heat.  The  cold 
air  enters  around  the  tank,  and  is  drawn  right 
over  it  above  the  lamp,  as  the  cold  air  rushes  in 
as  last  as  the  warm  air  rises.  The  hot  air  rises- 
through  a  tube  in  the  floor.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  smoke  of  the  lamp  does  not  go  into  the 
brooder,  and  that  the  tube  in  the  brooder  ex- 
tends through  the  wooden  floor  only  .The  brooder 
is  a  yard  square,  but  the  tank  may  be  smaller:, 
the  box  containing  lamp  is  ten  inches  deep,  and 
the  space  between  the  top  of  the  tank  and 
wooden  floor  is  half  an  inch.  The  curtain  in. 
front  of  brooder  is  simply  a  piece  of  cloth,  cut 
into  strips.  The  smoke  holes  of  the  lamp  should 
be  at  each  corner,  but  only  two  cold  air  holes, 
are  necessary,  and  they  should  be  near  the 
centre  of  the  sides  of  the  brooder.  Bear  in  mind 
the  cold  air  goes  between  the  tank  and  the* 
wooden  floor  and  gets  heated. 

To  make  this  brooder,  cut  six  boards,  1  inch, 
thick,  6  inches  wide,  and  3  feet  long,  tongued 
and  grooved,  (so  that  no  air  can  come  through 
except  by  way  of  the  tube  on  top,  which  tube  is 
1  inch  in  diameter,  and  2%  inches  high  from  the 
floor).  These  boards  are  your  floor.  On  the 
under  sidf  of  this  floor,  at  the  edges,  nail  strips 


A  HOT  AIK 

fixings,  (being  plumbers),  or  send  details  for  so 
doing,  at  a  nominal  cost. 

It  will  be  well  here  to  give  the  claims  of  the 
patent,  filed  Sept.  1886,  which  call  for  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"The  combination  of  a  continuous  series  of 
brooders  having  compartments  formed  beneath 
them,  [our  Italicsl  the  heating  pipes  located  in 
said  compartments,"  etc. 


BROODER. 

know  of  no  patent  on  it,  but  will  be  pleased  to 
be  informed.   We  will  say,  however, that  this 
plan  was  drawn  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  we 
know  of  no  one  who  is  using  it.  It  is  given  i 
simply  to  convey  ideas.    An  ordinary  stove  j 
may  he  used,  with  a  drum  around  the  stove. 
Such  a  stove,  with  the  drum,  should  be  pro- 1 
cured  for  about  $10.    The  cold  air  may  be  1 
brought  in  by  a  pipe  extending  through  a  win- I 
dow,  or  other  opening,  and  the  air  should  be  I 
conducted  to  the  bottom  of  the  drum,  so  as  to  I 


all  around,  (on  ends  and  sides),  the  strips  being 
1  inch  thick  and  1%  inches  wide.  Then  set  your 
tank,  as  shown  in  cut.  You  will  then  have  an 
air  space  between  the  floor  and  tank  of  half  an 
inch.  Be  sure  and  cut  air  holes  to  admit  the 
cold  air.  You  mav  simply  have  open  holes,  or 
may  use  tin  tubes  if  preferred.  The  holes  need 
only  be  a  half  inch  in  diameter.  You  can  now 
easily  fit  on  the  lower  box,  and  also  make  the 
covering  on  top,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  illustra- 
tion. 

■  This  brooder  is  an  old  English  method,  taken 
from  Lewis'  Poultry  Book,  of  1871,  and  it  shows 
that  upward  currents  of  warm  air  have  been  in 
use  for  many  years  for  both  hatching  and  brood- 
ing. Figure  1  shows  the  brooder  with  lamp  and 
tank  above  ground.  Figure  2  shows  a  sectional 
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view  o£  the  same.  Figure  4  shows  the  lower  , 
part  of  brooder  under  ground,  with  trap  door, 
for  getting  at  the  lamp. 

The  mother  which  is  shown  in  another  column, 
has  adjustable  pegs  or  legs,  and  can  be  used  for 
any  of  the  brooders  given  here.  It  can  be  seen 
in  position  in  the  three  open  brooder  apartments 
of  the  illustration  of  the  double  brooder  house 
and  yards,  and  also  of  the  hot  air  brooder. 

The  tank  shown  is  taken  from  Lewis'  poultry 
book  :  the  top  from  Rankin  and  Buftiiigton,  and 
the  mother  from  Bell  and  Bain,  and  have  all 
been  published. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  give  illustrations 


the  doors  of  both  Brooder  and  run  they  can  go 
down,  out  of  the  Brooder,  through  the  run,  and 
outside  and  it  is  remarkable  how  soon  they  learn 
to  go  up  and  down  or  in  and  out  just  the  same 
as  if  the  Brooder  was  an  immense  old  hen.warm 
and  waiting,  always  glad  to  welcome  the  return 
of  the  little  cold-footed  fugitives.  The  floor  is 
covered  with  dry  sand,  and  soon  this  gets  warm 
and  holds  the  heat  perfectly.  A  thermometer 
hangs  outside  against  the  glass  window  and 
when  this  is  registered  at  80  degrees,  young 
chicks  put  in  on  the  dry  warm  sand  are  as  safe 
as  with  a  lien  out  on  a  lawn  in  July,  and  much 
more  so.   We  actually  do  not  lose  2  per  cent,  of 


BUCKEYE  BROODER. 


of  brooders  in  use  and  for  sale  by  manufac- 
turers. The  first  is  the  well-known  Buckeye 
Brooder,  the  cut  of  which  was  forwarded  to 
us  bv  Mr.  S.  W.  Guthrie,  Homer  City,  Fa.  In 
his  description  lie  says:— We  wish  to  introduce 
to  yon  a  brooder  that  will  enable  you  to  raise 
•chickens  any  time  that  you  can  get  eggs  and  I 
have  them  hatched,  either  bv  a  setting  hen,  or  j 
what  is  better,  a  good  reliable  incubator.  By  j 
warmlv  housing  and I  feeding  animal  food  and 
-warm  mashes,  mixed  with  vegetables  your  hens 
■Will  lav  in  mid-winter,  if  S  or  10  months  old,  es- 
pecially the  Asiatics :  and  by  care  you  can  get 
■out  from  loo  to  son  chicks  in  February  and 
March— these  are  equal  to  Ave  times  that  num- 
ber in  June  or  July — but  you  must  be  fixed  for 
caring  for  these  young  chicks ;  and  this  is  what 
We  want  to  talk  to  you  about.  The  most  com- 
fortable place  we  have  ever  found  when  the 
mercury  measured  18  to  20  degrees  below  zero 
was  in  a  good  warm  house  heated  by  a  furnace, 
located  beneath,  where  you  never  come  in  con- 
tact with  coal  smoke  or  dirt,  but  feel  always  the 
genial  warmth,  abounding  all  over  and  through- 
out the  interior  of  the  building.  Now  the  Genius 
of  Invention  has  given  us  a  brooder,  called  the 
"Buckeye  Brooder."  t hat  is  constructed  exactly 
on  this  plan.  It  is  a  beautiful  house  with  glass 
■windows,  a  roof,  floor  and  underneath,  a  furnace 
from  whence  the  whole  house  is  nicely  and  even- 
ly heated.  The  furnace  consists  of  a  hot  air 
tank  beneath  the  floor  into  which  the  heat  ot  a 
lamp  is  conveyed  from  below,  and  carried  up- 
ward bv  tin  tubes  that  penetrate  the  floor,  and 
convey  "the  heat  from  the  outer  surface  of  the 
tank,  upward  into  the  interior  of  the  brooder. 
Another  tube  conies  down  through  the  roof,  see 
•cut.  letter  "IV  and  receives  a  tube  that  comes 
up  through  the  floor  from  the  inside  of  the  hot 
air  tank  and  so  opens  up  a  direct  communica- 
tion between  the  lamp  below  and  the  upper  air 
above  the  roof.  This  is  the  chimney  to  the 
furnace  or  the  lamp  and  carries  all  smoke  or 
■smell  of  the  lamp  up  and  away,  so  that  it  is 
never  known  about  the  brooder. 

"Again,  a  large  tin  tube,  letter  "C"  in  cut, 
■comes  down  through  the  center  of  the  roof,  and 
can  be  pushed  down  entirely,  or  only  part  way, 
to  the  floor,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  let  the 
breath  and  foul  gases  from  the  chicks  escape 
and  so  ventilate  the  chicken  parlor.  Then  along 
the  sides,  will  be  observed  in  the  cut.  what  seems 
to  be  round  holes,  see  letters  "F"  and  "E"  on 
cut  :  these  are  holes  that  are  closed  and  opened 
at  will  bv  a  sliding  valve  which  renders  ventil- 
ation still  more  perfect.  These  sliding  valves 
or  openings  are  set  into  pieces  that  are  fastened 
by  buttons  (see  cut)  that  can  be  lifted  out  and 
replaced  at  pleasure,  and  so  the  Brooder  can  be 
aired  as  perfectly  as  any  house  full  of  doors  and 
windows.  The  main  door  to  this  Brooder  opens 
out  onto  the  porch  or  "run"  that  is  let  down  at 
one  end  in  the  cut.  This  paled  run  can  be  lifted 
and  fastened  up  by  a  hinged  leg  beneath,  and 
the  chicks  confined  to  the  Brooder,  or  allowed 
the  liberty  of  the  Brooder  and  run,  or,  opening 


our  chicks  in  this  Brooder.  Tts  heat  and  ventil- 
ation are  perfect.  You  can  hinge  the  whole  top 
above  the  floor  up  and  backward  and  clean  after 
the  chicks  by  taking  a  shovel  and  skimmingone- 
half  inch  of  the  sand  off  each  day.  It  takes  one 
minute,  meantime  drive  the  chicks  out  in  the 
paled  run.  If  three  or  four  of  these  brooders  be 
placed  in  an  old  building  with  or  without  a 
stove,  vou  can  raise  several  hundred  chicks  any 
time  in  midwinter  and  have  them  large  and  fine 
in  the  spring  when  you  ordinarily  begin  to 
breed.  Then"  you  can  stop  further  breeding  and 
sell  eggs  the  entire  season  to  those  who  are  not 
thus  favorably  circumstanced,  and  so  you  are 
doubly  blessed.  First— vour  chicks  are  ready 
for  th'e  highest  prices  that  are  ever  paid  for 
birds  for  the  early  shows  and  fairs :  then,  sec- 
ond, you  can  reap  "a  rich  harvest  selling  your 
esus'from  April  to  Julv.  In  this  way  fancy 
poultry  culture  will  pav  you  in  the  cold  North, 
and  pay  .better  and  surer  in  the  semi-tropical  | 
South. 


The  illustration  shows  the  shape.  Underneath 
is  the  lamp  case.  The  heat  from  the  lamp  passes 
up  into  the  heater,  which  is  so  constructed  that 
the  heat  is  evenly  distributed  under  the  top  of 
heater,  which  is  of  heavy  tin ;  on  this  tin  is  a 
floor  of  sand  on  which  the  chicks  rest.  This 
sand  is  kept  warm  by  the  heat  from  the  lamp 
passing  under  the  tin.  The  two  tubes  seen  at 
each  side  carry  off  the  products  of  combustion 
from  the  lamp.  From  the  center  of  the  heater, 
directly  over  the  lamp,  arises  a  tube,  on  top  of 
which  is  a  heat  radiator,  which  warms  the  brood- 
ing apartment  to  any  desired  temperature.  The 
tubes  from  this  radiator  can  be  seen  in  the  illus- 
tration, at  center  of  roof.  At  the  back  of  brooder 
is  a  glass  door  which  drops  down  to  allow  the 
Brooder  to  be  cleaned,  which  is  done  bv  simply 
scraping  off  about  half  an  inch  of  the  sand  floor 
and  replacing  with  fresh  sand.  It  can  be  cleaned 
in  one  minute. 

The  front  of  brooder  is  a  sunning  room.  The 
top  is  a  sloping  glass  roof,  hinged  so  that  it  can 
be  raised.  The  front  end  is  also  hinged,  and 
can  be  dropped  down,  and  by  placing  a  small 
platform  from  the  brooder  to  the  ground  the 
chicks  can  be  allowed  to  run  down  into  a  yard. 
The  advantage  of  this  sunning  room  can  be 
seen  at  a  glance.  In  other  brooders  the  chicks 
must  stay  in  the  heated  apartment  all  the  time 
or  else  be  exposed  to  the  weather.  Chicks  must 
have  sunlight  to  thrive.  In  the  comfort  brooder 
they  can  come  at  will  into  the  sunning  room 
and  get  fresh,  pure  air  and  warm  sunshine, 
while  protected  from  the  cold  winds.  They  are 
fed  in  this  room,  and  by  scratching  and  playing 
get  exercise.  In  the  coldest  storms  of  winter 
they  are  snug,  confortable  and  contented.  The 
comfort  brooder  is  a  practical  out-door  machine. 
No  shelter  is  necessary.  Storms  do  not  affect  it 
m  the  least.  They  can  be  placed  on  the  lawn, 
and  the  chicks  are  safe  from  all  enemies,  rats, 
cats,  cold  or  rain.  It  is  made  of  first-class 
material  and  built  in  first-class  style.  Is  hand- 
somely painted  and  finished,  will  last  a  life-time, 
and  is  an  ornament  to  the  lawn  or  yard  of  the 
fancier.  It  is  a  source  of  constant  pleasure  and 
amusement  to  watch  the  chicks,  as  they  can  be 
seen  through  the  glass,  perfectly  contented  asid 
thoroughly  enjoying  the  gentle  warmth  and  dry, 
comfortable  quarters.  Out  of  122  chicks  placed 
in  one  of  our  brooders  as  soon  as  hatched,  we 
raised  to  maturity  IIS  fine.strong  healthy  birds." 

In  the  above  we  have  tried  to  give  our  readers 
their  money's  worth  for  a  whole  year.  By  taking 
all  the  numbers  from  January  we  have  given 
about  100  illustrations  of  houses,  brooders,  in- 
cubators and  other  devices.  Those  who  have 
not  seen  the  back  numbers  should  send  for 
them  Elsewhere,  to  go  with  this  article,  is  one 
on  the  management  of  young  chicks.  Those 
wishing  information  by  letter  regarding  the 
Hammonton  Methods  will  be  replied  to  by  the 
editor,  or  Major  C.  M.  Jordon,  Hammonton,  N. 
J.  Appliances  and  information  how  to  procure 
material,  may  be  derived  from  Hotine  &  Co. 
Now  look  over  the  article  headed  "How  to 
Manage  the  Young  Chicks." 


A  Hot-bed  for  a  Brooder.— "I  made  an  in- 


-This  Brooder  is  gotten  up  by  the  Buckeye 
Brooder  Company,  of  Ohio,  which  has  sent  them 
thick  and  last  into  every  State  and  Territory  the 
past  season,  the  great  factory  running  all  the 
time  and  vet  unable  to  supply  the  increasing  de- 
mand, and  what  is  exceptional  to  all  human  ex- 
perience there  has  not  yet  been  offered  one  single 
complaint,  but,  pro  contra,  every  Fancier  has 
found  in  this  just  what  he  long  has  wanted.  The 
Brooder  is  elegantly  made  and  highly  orna- 
mental and  consists  of  three  sizes." 

The  cut  of  this  brooder  was  forwarded  by  the 
manufacturers.the  Comfort  Brooder  Co.,  Belden, 
Ohio.  They  describe  it  by  saying  that  "  this 
brooder  is  made  upon  an  entirely  new  principle. 


cubator  from  your  plans  and  had  good  success 
for  a  new  beginner  who  never  saw  an  incubator 
before.  Put  in  99  eags,  and  took  out  Sti  healthy 
chicks.  Some  of  tiie  eggs  were  no  doubt  chilled 
before  thev  were  put  in  the  incubator.  Run  it 
the  first  week  at  101,  second  week  102,  third 
week  103.  Lost  only  three  chicks,  the  rest  doing 
well.  I  raised  them  in  a  brooder  of  my  own.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  describe  it,  as  it  was  sim- 
ply a  hot-bed  for  a  yard,  with  part  of  it  covered 
with  a  board  about  3  inches  above  the  flooring 
which  rested  on  the  manure.  The  underside 
of  the  boards,  over  their  heads,  was  covered 
with  a  piece  of  muslin,  tacked  on  loosely.  I 
found  the  heat  just  right." 
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How  to  Manage  the  Young  Chicks. 

In  promising  to  tell  our  readers  how  to  man- 
age young  chicks,  we  wish  to  make  this  issue  of 
such  value  that  you  will  file  it  away  for  refer- 
ence, We  will  try  to  get  a  volume  in  a  nutshell, 
yet  we  will  not  omit  anything  that  may  be 
necessary.  The  point  first  in  view  is  to  know 
what  the  object  is  in  raising  chicks.  To  sell,  of 
course.  Then,  if  to  sell,  they  should  be  of  the 
best  that  can  be  produced,  and  that  is  some- 
thing very  often  overlooked.  It  can  only  be  ob- 
tained by  good  bleeding  and  good  feeding— both 
together,  as  a  neglect  of  either  is  simply  a  loss. 

The  first  essential  is  warmth,  and  the  second 
is  to  avoid  lice.  When  hens  brood  chicks  lice 
may  be  expected,  but  when  brooders  are  used, 
provided  no  hens  are  ever  allowed  near  the 
brooders,  lice  seldom  appear.  Dampness  is  al- 
ways fatal  toyoung  chicks,and  they  must  always 
be  so  situated  that  they  can  resort  to  a  warmth 
of  90  degrees.  Should  the  brooder  become  too 
cool  the  chicks  will  crowd  together,  and  if  they 
become  chilled  the  result  is  usually  bowel  dis- 
ease. Hence,  be  sure  that  the  chicks  are  always 
warm  and  dry.  Do  not  let  them  go  more  than 
six  inches  away  from  the  brooder  until  they  are 
at  least  a  week  or  ten  days  old,  so  that  they  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  become  strong,  and  able 
to  endure  changes  of  weather.  One  hundred 
chicks  can  be  raised  to  the  age  of  ten  weeks  in  a 
brooder  one  yard  square,  with  a  shelter  over  it, 
the  yard  being  five  feet  wide  and  16  feet  long, 
allowing  a  house  5x5  to  hold  the  brooder. 

Our  readers  often 
ask,  "How  should 
young  chicks  be  fed." 
But  if  they  only  knew 
the  "pith"of  that  ques- 
tion, they  would  pon- 
der well.  It  asks  much 
in  a  few  words.  Why, 
we  would  ask,  did  you 
not  state  the  kind  of 
chicks.  Did  it  ever 
occur  to  you  that  all 
young  chicks  are  not 
alike,  and  that  food 
adapted  to  some  is  of 
little  value  to  others? 
Such  is  the  fact,  but 
we  will  have  an  expla- 
nation, and  if  the  read- 
ers of  Tlie  Farm  and 
Garden  will  gather 
around,  we  will  en- 
deavor to  advance  a ! 
few  important  hints. 'i 
You  may  have  often  J 
n-o  t  i  c  e  d  that  some  I 
chicks,  in  a  few  days! 
after  being  hatched, 1 
shoot  out  tiny  feathers 
to  the  wings 'and  tails, 
and  in  a  week  or  two 
are  well  feathered, 
while  others  will  run 
about  nearly  naked 
until  they  are  well  ad- 
vanced iii  growth.  The 
chicks  that  feather 
rapidly  have  the  blood 
of  the  following  breeds 
which  feather  rapidly 
in  the  order  named: 
Games,  Leghorns,  Mi- 
norcas,  H  a  m  b  u  r  g  s, 
Dorkings,  Dominique, 
L  a  n  g  s  h  a  n  s,  Wvan- 
dottes,  Plymouth 
Kocks.  Brahmas,  and 
Cochins.  The  five  lat- 
ter breeds  we  placed 
in  the  order,  but  they 
feather  rather  slowly, 


again  you  have  given  us  another  problem.  We 
reply:  All  they  can  eat  each  time,  which  quan- 
tity depends  upon  the  appetites  and  condition 
of  the  chicks. 

After  the  first  week  you  need  not  bake  the 
mixture,  but  simply  scald  it,  and  feed;  but  feed 
it  only  on  alternate  days.  Every  other  day  give 
the  following:  Take  a  pound  of  beef  scraps, 
chop  fine,  and  cook  it  in  t  wo  quarts  of  water. 
Add  half  a  pound  of  soaked  beans.  When  the 
meat  and  beans  are  well  done,  add  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  salt  and  the  same  of  bread  soda.  Then 
thicken  the  soup  to  a  stiff  dough,  (stirring  well 
while  so  doing,)  with  a  mixture  of  one  part 
cornmeal,  one  part  middlings,  one  part  ground 
oats,  one  part  buckwheat,  and  half  a  part  of 
ground  bone.  You  will,  by  feeding  onions  and 
cabbage,  have  a  complete  food.  When  they 
feather  very  rapidly,  clip  the  ends  of  the  wings 
and  tails.  When  they  grow  very  rapidly  in  size 
they  sometimes  get  weak  in  the  legs,  but  it  is 
not  dangerous.  Reduce  the  feed  to  longer  in- 
tervals, and  give  more  green  food  for  weak  legs. 
After  chicks  are  a  month  old,  feed  four  times  a 
day  only.  Always  feed  early  in  the  morning 
and  as  late  at  night  as  possible.  Be  sure  and 
keep  plenty  of  sharp,  small  gravel  convenient, 
and  give  all  the  water  they  can  drink  after  they 
are  twenty-four  hours  old,  but  be  careful  to  use 
vessels  in  which  they  can  only  use  their  bills,  as 
they  must  not  get  the  legs  and  bodies  wet. 
Milk,  curds,  and  buttermilk  may  always  be 
given,  or  mixed  with  the  food,  if  preferred. 
Keep  cracked  corn  aud  clean  screenings  before 


round.  It  will  cost  five  cents  for  the  food  that 
produces  one  pound  of  chick.  The  prices  (quoted 
last  month,)  were  fifty  cents  per  pound,  for 
chicks  weighing  one  and  one-fourth  pounds 
each.  The  prices  vary  according  to  size,  smaller 
ones  being  preferred  in  March,  April  and  May, 
and  larger  sizes  later,  The  average  price,  the 
year  round,  last  year,  was  twenty-three  cents, 
for  dressed  chicks,  in  the  New  York  market.  Of 
course,  in  addition  to  cost  of  food,  the  capital  in- 
vested and  the  labor  bestowed,  must  be  con- 
sidered. 

To  fatten  the  chicks,  feed  on  a  mixture  of 
sweet  potatoes  and  cornmeal  for  a  week  before- 
selling,  and  if  sweet  potatoes  are  scarce,  feed 
the  following:  Cornmeal  two  pounds,  linseed 
meal  one  ounce,  crude  tallow  half  a  pound,  salt 
one  ounce,  ground  oats  one  pound,  middlings 
one  pound.  Cook  as  bread,  or  scald  and  mix 
well  together  as  a  stiff  dough.  Feed  every  two- 
hours.  One  week  is  long  enough  to  fatten 
them.  Begin  to  fatten  as  soon  as  they  weigh, 
twelve  ounces,  unless  late  in  the  season,  when 
larger  sizes  are  desired. 

The  best  breeds  for  broilers  is  to  cross  Dork- 
ing, Dominique,  or  Wyandotte  cocks  on  large 
Brahma  or  Cochin  liens,  or  hens  of  any  large  or 
mixed  breed.  Such  chicks  will  grow  fast  and  not 
feather  .too  rapidly.  Leghorns,  Black  Spanish, 
or  Hamburgs  make  poor  broilers,  and  feather 
rapidly.  Black  breeds  are  hard  to  dress,  owing 
to  black  pin  feathers.  The  white  breeds  show 
well  when  dressed.  The  Gray  Dorking  or  Ply- 
mouth Rock  hens  is  an  excellent  cross,  and  the 
Wyandotte  is  also  ex- 
cellent for  use  in  cross- 
ing on  Plymouth  Rock, 
or  Brahma  hens— P. 
H.  Jacobs,  in  Farm 
and  Garden. 


The  Game  Fowl, 


DOMIKICE  GAMES— Bred  by  Mr. 


Clarke,  Wooster,  Ohio. 


the  Brahma,  and  Cochin  being  nearly  naked 
when  young. 

The  food  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  produc- 
ing growth  (flesh  and  bone)  and  warmth  (fat). 
Now,  all  the  growth  that  goes  into  the  feathers 
is  at  the  expense  of  growth  of  body,  unless  you 
supply  food  that  is  rich  in  nitrogen  and  phos- 
phates. And  the  growth  is  sometimes  so  rapid 
that  the  chicks  must  be  fed  often  in  order  to 
keep  them  in  condition.  Hence  a  fat  broiler  is 
not  always  obtainable  from  breeds  that  feather 
rapidly.  But  to  return  to  our  feeding.  Give 
nothing  to  the  chicks  for  twentv-four  hours  af- 
ter they  are  hatched.  It  is  difficult  to  induce 
persons  to  carry  out  this  rule. but  it  is  necessarv, 
or  you  will  derange  the  digestive  organs.  Be- 
sides, nature  provides  the  chick  with  a  full 
ration  for  twenty-four  hours  (by  absorption  of 
the  yelk)  when  it  comes  into  the  world.  After 
the  cluck  is  twenty-four  hours  old,  chop  a  hard- 
boiled  egg  fine,  and  feed.  Give  only  one  meal 
of  the  egg,  as  it  will  cause  bowel  disease.  Feed 
the  chicks  every  two  hours.  After  feeding  the 
egg  give  a  mixture  composed  as  follows  :  One 
pound  cornmeal,  one  pound  ground  oats,  half- 
pound  middlings,  (shipstuff),  half-pound  bran, 
one  ounce  salt,  one  ounce  bread  soda,  one  ounce 
pulverized  charcoal,  two  ounces  fine  ground 
bone, and  one  pound  ground  meat  or  beef  scraps. 
Mix  thoroughly,  and  bake  the  same  as  bread, 
then  crumble  finely  and  feed.  Feed  this  every 
wo  hours,  the  first  week,  giving  a  little  chopped 
onion  and  cabbage  once  a  day,  and  three  times 
a  week,  also,  give  chopped  beef  scraps.  How 
much  feed  should  you  give,  did  you  say  ?  There 


them  all  the  time  after  they  are  three  weeks 
old.  After  the  sixth  week,  feed  anything  they 
will  eat.  and  always  feed  in  clean  troughs. 
Cooked  potatoes  and  turnips,  mashed,  may  be 
given  from  the  start.   Avoid  sulphur  and  drugs. 

How  much  should  a  chick  gain  ?  Some  of  our 
readers  may  not  remember  the  experiment  we 
made  a  few  years  ago,  so  we  will  repeat  it: 


The  egg  weighs 
Chick,  newly-hatched 
"    one  week  old 
"    two  weeks  old 
"    three  weeks  old 
"    four  weeks  old 
"    five  weeks  old 
"    six  weeks  old 
"    seven  weeks  old 
"    eight  weeks  old 
"    nine  weeks  old 
ten  weeks  old 


WEIGHT 

2  ounces. 
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GAIN. 

ounces. 


2 

h 

14 

18K 
23jf 
28 
32 
36 

"    eleven  weeks  old  41 

The  chicks  were  mixed  Plymouth  Rocks,  fed 
on  a  mixture  of  bran,  oatmeal,  and  cornmeal, 
moistened  with  milk  or  water,  and  baked. 
Whole  wheat,  skim  milk  cheese,  ground  bone, 
and  dried  ground  meat,  varied  the  diet.  The 
greatest  gain  was  after  the  seventh  week,  they 
then  weighing  nearly  one  and  one-half  pounds 
each.  But,  these  chicks  were  forced,  with  warm 
quarters  and  high  feeding.  The  average  chicks 
should  reach  the  weight  of  a  pound  when  six 
weeks  old,  and  two  pounds  when  ten  weeks  old. 

Is  there  any  money  in  it  ?  Yes ;  all  the  year 


The  illustration  of 
Games  was  sent  us  by 
Mr.  H.  P.Clarke.Woos- 
ter,  Ohio,  which  he 
clases  as  Dominick 
Games,  and  in  giving 
the  merits  of  the 
Game  s,  M  r .  Clarke 
says : "Of  all  the  breeds 
known  to  civilized 
man  we  feel  safe  in 
making  the  assertion 
that  none  is  so  popular, 
the  world  over,  as  the 
subject  of  our  sketch, 
the  noble  Game  fowl. 

"This  may  at  first  ap- 
pear to  be  an  extrava- 
gant  statement,  but 
reflect  a  moment  on  the 
English-speaking 
world:  In  all  the  great 
shows  of  the  British 
Isles,  the  Game  exhibit 
excels  by  far  that  of 
any  other  class.  In 
Australia  and  New 
Zealand  this  is  the  only 
breed  that  has  been 
brought  to  a  very  high, 
fc?..  standard.  In  India  it 
■fc  is  considered  to  be  the 
— only  t  h  o  r  o  u  g  h  b  r  ed 
g~7  '  fowl— the  name  'AseeP 
gjgs^by  which  the  English, 
.  § ' call  their  'Indian 
'  Game,'  in  its  original 
s5*"  tongue  means,  'pure' 
or  'thoroughbred.' 
And  even  in  South 
Africa,  where  the  cli- 
mate is  such  that  ordin 
ary  fowls  do  not  thrive,  the  Game  can  always  be- 
relied  on,  and  does  most  of  the  hatching  for 
other  breeds.  (See  a  letter  in  Game  Fowl 
Monthly,  Rushville,  N,  Y.,from  a  correspondent 
at  Durban.  Natal).  Now,  coining  to  our  own 
country,  begin  at  the  north,  pick  up  a  copy  of 
the  Canadian  Poultry  Revieiv  and  read  the  ad- 
vertisements—the case  is  clear.  Here  in  the 
United  States  our  poultry  journals  can  hardly 
be  used  as  a  guide,  for  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  Pit  Game  breeders  are  advertisers;  but 
consider  the  large  number  of  Games  bred  in 
the  South,  where  any  other  breed  is  known  as  a 
'dunghill,'  and  it  will  not  be  hard  to  make  a 
decision  as  to  the  comparative  numbers  kept. 
We  need  not  tell  you  of  the  good  qualities  of  the 
Game;  the  above  mentioned  facts  are  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  fowl's  excellence.  Yet, 
one  might  add,  that  its  flesh  is  of  a  much  finer 
quality  than  that  of  any  other  breed ;  that  as  sit- 
ters and  mothers  they  have  no  equal ;  that  none 
are  more  hardy  or  less  liable  to  disease,  and  that 
a  Game  will  lay  more  eggs  in  a  year  than  any 
other  hen  that  hatches  her  own  chickens.  The 
beauty  of  the  bird  has  not  been  mentioned.  We 
leave  you  to  judge  of  that  from  the  accompany- 
ing illustration— a  pair  of  Dominique  Games." 

Washing  Blue  for  Cholera.— Mr.  W.  S. 
Robinson,  Grayson,  Ky. — "Take  National  wash- 
ing blue,  make  a  pill  the  size  of  a  pea,  shut  the 
fowl  up  for  six  hours.  Then  give  them  water 
with  the  blue  in  it.  I  have  cured  a  large  num- 
ber with  it.  For  a  time  it  colors  the  yolk,  white, 
and  shell  slightly  after  the  hen  lays." 
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This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out;  though  we  regret  lack  of  room  does  not 
permit  us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very 
interesting.  They  show  what  an  army  of 
friends  we  have.  Every  one  contains  name  and 
address.  Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the 
Poultry  Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every 
one  should  be  read: 

A  Big  Goose  Egg.— Mr.  M.  Campbell,  Swan 
Lake,  Manitoba.— "I  own  a  goose  that  layed  two 
very  large  double-yolked  eggs.  As  I  had  always 
heard  that  such  eggs  would  not  hatch,  I  set  them 
under  the  goose.  Within  three  days  of  hatching 
we  discovered  one  of  them  split  open,  and  when 
we  opened  it  there  were  two  perfect  birds." 

How  he  Manages.— Master  J.  R.Wilbar.West 
Fairview,  Pa.— "I  feed  a  mixture  of  corn-meal, 
■bran,  shorts  and  oats,  and  at  times  bread  and 
■water,  to  my  chicks.  My  father  bought  me  a 
"brooder.  When  the  chicks  are  hatched  I  put 
them  in  it.  I  feed  them  eggs  for  three  days. 
When  a  week  old  they  get  bound  in  the  bowels. 
For  lice  I  use  insect  powder.  I  could  not  get 
along  without  the  Poultry  Keeper.  Am  15 
.years  of  age." 

He  Got  86  per  cent— Mr.  Geo.  H.  Moore, 
Cerro  Gordo,  111. — "I  made  an  incubator  accord- 
ing to  your  former  directions,  and  I  think  I  made 
an  improvement  by  attaching  a  lamp  to  it.  Out 
of  three  sittings  i  got,  on  an  average  86  per 
cent." 

A  Dysentery  Cure.— Mr.  A.  I.  Hurd,  Lake- 
land. Fla— "I  had  three  little  chicks,  about  six 
weeks  old,  which  had  dysentery.  I  tried  various 
remedies,  which  failed.  Lastly  I  tried  an  experi- 
ment, thus:  Six  drops  Hamlin's  wizard  oil,  one 
grain  saccharated  pepsin,  worked  into  a  piece 
of  cold  biscuit,  and  made  into  six  pills.  Gave 
each  a  pill  in  the  morning  and  one  m  the  even- 
ing, the  size  of  a  beau.  The  chicks  are  now  well 
and  doing  finely." 

A  Good  Laying  Hen— Mr.  S.  B,  McAfee, 
Augusta,  Ills.:  "I  have  a  Wyandotte  pullet 
that  was  hatched  last  June,  now  (May)  eleven 
months  old,  that  has  layed  144  eggs.  She  com- 
menced laying  December  15th,  is  still  laying, 
and  has  never  "offered  to  set.  If  anyone  has  a 
pullet  that  has  done  better  please  let  us  hear 
ironi  them." 

Cholera  and  Roup.— Mrs.  Emily  R.  Steel, 
Western,  Nebraska :  ''Could  not  do  without  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  I  have  good  success  with 
the  logwood  remedy  for  cholera  and  the  carbolic 
acid  remedy  for  roup.  I  have  cured  several  hens 
that  had  the  roup  by  smoking  them  with  car- 
Dolic  acid.  I  keep  100  hens  and  raise  500  chick- 
ens, each  summer,  using  the  liens  for  incubators 
and  raising  the  chicks  by  hand.  Never  saw  an 
Incubator.  We  don't  want  them  out  here,  but 
we  do  want  all  the  good  advice  we  can  get,  and 
I  think  the  Poultry  Keeper  gives  the  oest.  I 
have  a  henhouse  12x20  feet,  with  a  partition 
through  it,  and  one  house  10x12  for  setting  hens. 
If  anyone  can  raise  more  than  500  chicks  with 
•only  that  much  room  I  want  to  hear  from  them." 

A  Big  Hatch.— Mr.  Henry  Vroman,  Numa, 
Iowa.— "I  made  a  P.  K.  incubator,  and  hatched 
one  batch  of  eggs.  I  put  in  120,  tested  out  15, 
broke  2  to  see  how  they  were  getting  on,  which 
left  103,  out  of  which  I  got  95  chicks.  I  broke 
the  remaining 8  eggs,  and  each  contained  a  full 
grown  chick,  which  we  killed  during  hatching 
Dy  the  too  frequent  openiug  of  the  egg  drawer 
to  accommodate  neighbors,  who  wished  to  see 
the  chicks  when  they  were  coming  out.  I  am 
tempted  to  call  it  100  per  cent.  It  was  a  good 
hatch.  It  was  the  P.  K.  that  set  my  head  to 
"whirling,  and  loud  may  it  crow  till  every  hen  in 
the  land  begins  to  cackle." 

The  Games  as  Layers.— Mr.  Ralph  Mallory, 
Havana,  111— "Having  separated  from  the  flock 
three  particular  hens  which  I  desired  to  mate 
with  a  certain  stag,  and  marked  the  eggs  from 
each  hen.  The  last  one  has  commenced  to  set, 
and  the  number  of  eggs  stand  58,  56,  and  29. 
The  hens  were  selected  for  pit  qualities,  and  are 
four  years  old.  They  were  provided  with  two 
nests.  The  hens  were  cooped  up  the  better  part 
of  the  time,  and  the  numbers  represent  the 
batch  of  eggs  laid  by  each  hen." 

None  Beat  the  Houdans.— Mr.  H.  F.  Rogers, 
Paxton,  111.— "I  think  there  are  no  fowls  that 
beat  the  Houdans  for  laying.  They  lay  beauti- 
ful large  eggs,  and  a  good  number  of  them.  I 
have  two  Houdan  hens  that  have  layed  19  eggs 
in  ten  days.  Have  also  P.  Rocks,  Partridge 
Cochins,  Black  Cochins,  and  bought  some  Sil- 
ver-Spangled Hamburg  eggs." 

That  Knotty  Question.— Mr.  W.  H.  Rice, 
Chafee,  N.  Y. :  "In  your  April  number  I  notice  a 
letter  from  W.  A.  Hinkle,  with  comments, 
headed  "The  Knottiest  Kind  of  a  Knotty  Ques- 
tion." I  believe  the  breeder  to  whom  he  alluded 
tcbe  perfectly  tellable,  I  purchased  some  eggs 


of  him  this  spring,  and  I  must  say  I  never  saw 
eggs  packed  better  or  safer.  I  believe  the  99% 
score  was  a  mistake.  Should  have  been  99J><£ 
(The  difference  is  too  small  for  any  judge.— 
Ed.]  I  have  a  letter  from  Bicknell  in  which  he 
says  the  breeder  has  the  best  Leghorns  he  ever 
saw." 

Five  Hours  Off  the  Nest.— Mr.  L.  F.  Bren- 
siuger,  Slatington,  Pa.:  "I  placed  13  eggs  under 
a  hen,  and  after  she  had  been  on  five  days  my 
family  and  self  drove  out,  covering  the  hen  first 
with  a  box.  She  got  out  and  could  not  get  back, 
and  of  course  the  eggs  were  cold.  She  was  off 
five  hours.  She  hatched  9  chicks  though  I  did 
not  expect  any.  Why  do  my  Wyandotte  chicks 
from  clean-legged  hens  have  feathers  on  their 
legs?"  [Because  the  Wyandotte  does  not  breed 
true.— Ed.] 

What  a  Small  Flock  Did.— Mr.  Charles  A. 
Squire,  Cleveland, O.— "I  have  7  Brown  Leghorns 
and  5  Light  Brahmas.  From  the  17th  of  March 
to  the  17th  of  April  they  laid  156  eggs,  and  they 
are  confined  in  very  small  yards.  I  find  that  I 
do  better  when  I  keep  a  few  blooded  fowls  than 
when  I  kept  50  common  hens." 

Watch  "Rough  on  Rats."— Mr.G. S.Wagner, 
Meadville,  Pa. — "I  put  some  'Rough  on  Pats' 
about  my  yard,  and  the  next  day  my  hens  broke 
out  and  ate  it  all,  the  result  being  that  11  hens 
died."   [It  is  as  rough  on  fowls  as  on  rats.— Ed.] 

The  Last  Word.— Mrs.  C.  M.  Griffin,  Exira, 
Iowa.— "You  think  I  am  rather  hard  on  you. 
Well,  you  must  take  it.  You  have  no  business  to 
be  an  editor.  Besides,  I  am  a  looman,  and  I  will 
have  the  last  word.  I  know  you  get  disgusted 
sometimes,  but  you  don't  know  it  all  vet.  f  made 
a  Bain  Incubator,  and  hatched  44  chicks  from 
200  eggs.  I  got  a  'better'  one,  and  wasted  over 
1000  eggs.  Then  I  was  like  that  man  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper— out  of  oil,  patience, and  soon 
out  of  an  incubator,  and  now  your  letter  that  the 
incubator  should  be  kept  in  a  room  at  a  temper- 
ature of  60  degrees  is  'no  good'  here.  I  must  have 
one  that  I  can  heat  in  cold  weather  or  none. 
[Will  be  a  hard  job  finding  it.— Ed.]  As  I  think 
I  have  vexed  you  enough  I  will  wish  you  a  long 
reign  and  success." 

Will  be  Hanged  if  He  Can  See  It— Mr.  J. 
A.  Schroeppel,  Jr.,  New  Minden,  O. — "I'll  be 
hanged  if  1  can  see  how  you  folks  can  give  the 
boss  of  poultry  papers  and  a  book  for  60  cents. 
It  is  excellent.  Your  man  Jacobs  must  really 
have  a  very  level  head  on  him,  writing  clear, 
fair,  and  pointed,  avoiding  all  unnecessary 
words  and  phrases,  and  keeping  in  the  bounds 
of  reason,  and  not  of  theories.  He  does  not 
mislead  beginners."  [Stop,  Friend  S.,  as  the 
editor  is  terribly  self -conceited  already.] 

The  Figures  Don't  Pan  Out.— Mr.  G.  T> 
Handman,  Jr.,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.:  "In  Mav 
P.  K.,  I  notice  that  Master  Burton  Watts,  of 
Conkling.Tenn.,  is  raisins;  ducks,  and  'from  four 
eld  ducks  and  one  drake',  he  obtained,  from 
Jan.  9th  to  March  9th,  391  eggs.  I  know  Ten- 
nessee is  a  great  State,  but  this  beats  anything 
I  ever  saw.  It  gives  us  60  days,  (or  61  days)  and 
for  each  duck  to  have  laid  one  egg  a  day  would 
be,  for  four  ducks,  240  eggs.  What  breed  have 
you,  Master  Watts,  and  how  much  for  the  whole 
lot,  as  price  is  no  object?"  [We  think  there  was 
a  mistake  of  figures  by  the  printer.— Ed.] 

Ventilation.— Mr.  C.  L.  Bunnell,  Cheshire, 
N.  Y.:  "The  P.  K.  is  the  best  poultry  paper  ex- 
tant, contains  more  information  at  a  less  price 
than  more  pretentious  journals,  and  as  long  as 
it  keeps  up  to  its  present  standard  it  can  count 
on  me.  The  October  number  containing  an 
article  on  ventilation,  was  worth  more  than  two 
years'  subscription  to  me.  I  find  the  method 
given  the  best  plan  of  ventilation  I  ever  tried. 
By  careful  perusal  of  the  Keeper  I  avoided  the 
mistakes  so  common  to  many.  In  another  letter 
I  will  give  my  success  with  incubators,  and  also 
plan  of  poultry  house." 

A  Gape  Remedy.— Mrs.  Anna  L.  Griffith, 
Rosebud,  Va.— "It  may  be  of  service  to  some 
to  state  that  with  gapes  no  chick  has  died  in 
our  flocks  after  giving  them  a  little  indigo  and 
Cayenne  pepper  mixed  with  coal  oil  (and  some- 
times flowers  of  sulphur).  Place  a  little  on  the 
tongue,  and  sometimes  twice,  if  necessary.  They 
do  not  show  relief  at  once,  but  usually  recover. 
Spanish  brown,  one  tablespoonful  in  a  wash 
pan  of  water,  I  regard  as  an  excellent  preven- 
tive of  cholera." 

Cure  for  Roup.— Mr.  S.  K.Winans,  Stanford- 
ville,  Ct.— "The  following  has  proven  with  me 
the  best  remedy  for  roup :  Half  teaspoonful  of 
sulphate  of  zinc,  (white  vitriol)  to  a  pint  of 
water,  and  injected  up  the  nostrils  and  cleft  in 
roof  of  the  mouth.  It  will  cure  in  a  short  time. 
Every  number  of  the  P.  K.  is  worth  a  year's 
subscription." 

Hens  Better  than  Pullets.— Mr.  S.  W. 
Boardman,  Jr.,  Stanhope,  N.  J.:  "I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  pullets  are  better  layers  than  hens, 
for  my  hens,  between  one  and  two  years  old, 
lay  better  than  they  did  last  year,  and  bet- 
ter than  those  under  a  year  old.  In  feed- 
ing chicks  for  the  first  week  I  use  crackers 
soaked  in  milk,  boiled  eggs,  boiled  oatmeal,  and 
a  little  corn-meal  scalded.  After  the  first  week 
I  feed  uncooked  oatmeal  and  milk.  Now  I  keep 
them  well  staffed,  but  give  no  soft  food." 


Roup.— Mr.  G.  E.  Starbuck,  N.  Antioch,  Ohio: 
"Seeing  so  many  cures  for  roup  in  your  valuable 
paper  Ithought  I  would  send  mine,  It  is  good, 
for  all  my  stock  had  roup  but  I  did  not  lose  one. 
Give  one-fourth  of  a  drop  of  carbolic  acid  (one 
drop  acid  in  four  teaspoonfuls  of  water)  by  giv- 
ing one  teaspoonful  to  each  fowl  once  a  day." 

Egg  Bound  Hens— Mr.  Walter  Brown,  Pal- 
myra, Ohio:  "I  had  a  Brown  Leghorn  hen  that  I 
noticed  getting  a  large  pouch  behind.  She 
would  often  get  on  the  nest  but  never  lay.  I 
killed  her  and  held  post-mortem  examination. 
I  found  an  accumulated  bunch  of  yolks,  with  a 
full-formed  egg  in  the  center  of  the  mass,  and 
the  whole  seemed  as  if  somewhat  baked.  The 
mass  weighed  a  pound  and  fifteen  ounces." 

A  Good  Flock.— Mr.  G.  W.  Bradley,  Stow, 
Mass.:  "Iam  having  good  success.  From  104 
eggs  got  96  chicks,  hatched  by  hens.  My  hens 
are  a  mixture  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  Brown  Leg- 
horns, and  Black  Spanish,  and  have  layed  well 
all  winter  and  spring.  Eggs  have  been  selling 
all  the  way  from  36  cents  down  to  13  cents. 
Since  Jan.  1st  I  have  had  350  dozen  eggs  from 
75  hens  so  far  (May  23d).  The  75  yield  about  42 
a  day,  which  is  doinjr  well  considering  some  are 
sitting  and  others  hRe  chicks.  I  would  almost 
as  soon  go  without  my  dinner  as  to  be  without 
the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Back  Number  Wanted— September,  1884, 
(first  volume)  of  Poultry  Keeper  is  s  snted 
by  Mr.  C.  A.  Doty,  128  South  Halsted  street, 
Chicago,  111.  First  volume  plates  were  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1885. 

Egg  Eating.— Mr.  A.  F.  Williamc,  Bristol,  Ct. 
—"This  vice  is  very  common  in  winter  and 
spring,  when  the  hens  are  loafing  around,  and 
cannot  get  exercise.  Make  a  boxl!'  inches  high, 
15  wide,  and  30  long.  Nail  a  board  on  the  back, 
6  inches  high,  for  hens  to  go  in  nest.  Put  a  par- 
tition in  the  box.  for  two  nests,  and  on  the  front 
of  the  box  have  a  hinged  board,  to  let  down,  so 
as  to  get  the  eggs.  Place  this  under  the  roosts, 
with  just  enough  room  for  the  hens  to  get  into 
nests.  The  backside  will  make  th  5  nests  dark, 
and  the  hens  will  then  rarely  ever  ?at  the  eggs. 
They  get  the  habit  when  the  eggs  s,re  in  sight. 
If  you  watch  one  eating  an  egg  tali  s  your  knife 
and  trim  the  bill,  (both  under  and  upper)  until 
it  bleeds  a  little.  This  will  not  hurt  her  when 
eating  butjjt  hurts  if  she  picks  at  an  egg 
shell.  By  the  time  the  bill  grows  out  she  will 
forget  it.  I  get  lots  of  orders  from  my  adver- 
tisement in  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Artificial  Heat.— Mr.  J.  R.  Barr.  Raub.  In- 
diana.— "Our  business  is  poultry  for  market.and 
for  this  we  need  a  large  number  of  early  fertile 
eggs.  We  contemplate  heating  our  hen  house 
artificially,  to  try  and  increase  production  and 
fertility  of  eggs.  Our  plan  for  heating  is  to 
build  a  small  wood  furnace  in  one  end  ;of  the 
house,  and  by  running  the  flues  under 
the  dirt  floor,  "the  entire  length  of  the  build- 
ing ( 100  feet )  we  will  be  able  to  keep  the 
house  comfortably  warm  and  perfectly  dry. 
With  this  advantage  we  think  the  fowls  will  be 
healthy  and  productive.  But  before  trying  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  some  reader  who  has 
tried,  or  seen  tried,  artificial  heating,  and  trust 
those  who  have  ideas  on  the  subject  will  assist 
through  the  P.  K." 

A  Remedy  for  Crop-Bound.— Mr.  H.  D. 
Cothran,  Jr.,  Rome,  Ga.— "It  is  claimed  that 
there  is  no  cure  for  crop-bound.  I  have  a  rem- 
edy, which  is  to  give  the  fowl  butter,  and  allow 
it  plenty  of  milk  to  drink.  Give  it  nothing  else, 
and  every  few  hours  work  the  crop  gently  with 
the  hand.  I  cured  a  bad  case  in  that  manner. 
I  like  the  P.  K.  very  much." 

Treating  Crop-Bound.— Mr.  C.  A.  Doty,  128 
S.  Halsted  St.,  Chicago,  111.— "Thinking  my  mode 
may  be  of  interest  I  give  it  to  your  readers,  i 
tie  the  feet  and  place  the  fowl  in  my  lap  so  that 
she  cannot  move.  With  a  sharp  knife  or  razor  I 
cut  the  outer  skin.  It  will  bleed  a  little,  but 
wash  blood  away  with  tepid  water.  Pull  the 
outer  skin  aside  before  cutting,  and  it  will  then 
cover  the  cut  on  inner  skin  when  in  place  again. 
I  cut  the  inner  skin  (one  inch  is  long  enough)  in 
the  same  manner.  Remove  contehts,and  wash  the 
interior  of  crop  with  tepid  water.  See  that  the 
passage  from  crop  to  gizzard  is  not  closed.  Now 
sew  the  inner  skin  together,  with  silk  thread, 
making  a  tie  of  each  stitch.  Then  let  the  outer 
skin  resume  its  original  position,  tie  it  in  same 
manner,  and  apply  some  kind  of  ointment.  Do 
not  give  any  water  for  two  or  three  days  after, 
and  feed  on  stiff  soft  food,  such  as  bread  soaked 
in  milk.  Keep  her  away  from  other  fowls  for  a 
few  days." 

The  Boys  Are  on  Deck.— Master  Frank  T. 
Darrow,  Corning,  Iowa:  "I  am  11  years  old.  My 
father  bought  me  15  Brown  Leghorns,  3  cocks 
and  12  hens,  but  I  now  have  one  cock  and  six 
hens.  First  a  cock  died  with  cholera,  one  ran 
off  entirely,  and  some  of  the  hens  died  from 
eating  'rough  on  rats.'  Although  my  henhouse 
is  a  remodeled  pigpen,  the  hens  laid  200  eggs  in 
the  spring  months,  and  245  eggs  from  June  21st 
to  September  1st,  which  I  sold  to  my  mother  at 
5  cents  per  dozen,  but  now  get  8  cents,  but  I  did 
not  have  to  buy  my  feed.  I  feed  table  scraps  In 
the  morning  and  oats  at  noon  and  night.  I  took 
first  premium  at  our  fair  here  on  chicks." 
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Treatment  of  Egg  Bound  Hen.— Mr.  F.  G. 
Dittman,  Cincinnati,  0. :  "I  had  a  hen  that  could 
not  lay  her  egg  for  several  days.  I  held  her, 
head  downward,  opened  the  vent,  poured  in 
half  a  teaspoonful  of-  castor  oil,  and  returned 
her  to  the  nest.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  the 
egg  was  laid  and  the  hen  all  right." 

A  Sure  Cure  for  a  Sitting  Hen.— Mr.  John 
"W.Smith,  Balston  Spa,  N.  Y.— "Set  a  basin  of 
•water  in  the  nest,  and  then  scatter  some  straw 
over  it.  She  will  not  stay  long  after  she  gets  on. 
[Too  severe.— Ed.]  My  12  hens  laid  120  dozen 
eggs  in  161  days." 

A  California  Flock.—  Mrs.  Susan  Marsh, 
San  Diego,  Cal.— "I  do  not  want  to  be  without 
the  Poultry  Keeper.  I  commenced  with  a  hen 
-and  rooster,  and  three  young  fowls,  but  bought 
from  time  to  time,  and  raised  some.  I  now  have 
221.  Treated  them  according  to  Poultry  Keep- 
er directions.  Was  careful  to  keep  their  quar- 
ters clean,  and  had  no  mites  until  one  fatal  day 
I  bought  two  hens  of  a  neighbor,  and  they  pep- 
pered my  whole  flock.  Am  now  trying  remedies 
to  get  rid  of  the  mites."— [One  should  be  very 
careful  in  bringing  strange  hens  in  the  flock.— 
Ed.] 

The  Blue-grass  Country.— Mr.  N.  H.  Bow- 
land,  Keene,  Ky.:  "This  favored  blue-grass 
country ,the  home  of  the  Shorthorn  and  thorough 
bred,  does  not  give  much  attention  to  poultry. 
It  is  'beneath  the  notice'  of  any  but  'women  and 
cranks',  but  I  intend,  with  the  aid  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  and  a  good  stock  of  perseverance, 
to  prove  that  this  rich  soil,  which  so  well  devel- 
opes  the  noble  horse  and  steer  to  their  greatest 
perfection,  is  also  of  the  kind  to  bring  out  the 
'points'  in  our  pets,  the  fancy  poultry.  Let  im- 
provement be  our  motto.'' 

A  Small  Flock— Mr.  C.  A.  Thompson,  Brees- 
port.  New  York:  "In  looking  over  my 
Poultry  Keeper  I  notice  a  difference  in 
profits.  I  have  three  hens  and  a  cock,  and 
my  account  from  February  to  August,  1886, 
is  as  follows:  Eggs,  21  dozen,  at  12}4  cents,  $2.63 ; 
chicks,  40.  at  25  cents  each.  $10:  total,  $12.63. 
Cost  of  food  $2,  leaving  a  profit  of  $10.63.  My 
wife  raised  the  chicks  in  a  brooder  that  I  made 
myself." 

Snuff  as  a  Remedy  for  Mites.— Mr.  F.  D. 
Pooser,  Ocala,  Fla.:  "I  notice  a  great. many  per- 
sons giving  their  experience  with  mites.  In  this 
warm  climate  they  are  the  greatest  pests  we 
have.  I  have  found  a  sprinkling  of  snuff  the  best 
remedy  I  ever  used.  One  good  sprinkling  in 
-the  nest  for  sitting  hens  will  suffice,  as  then 
mites  and  vermin  of  any  kind  will  no  longer 
give  trouble." 

Mr.  Hewett's  Brooder.— Mr.  E.  S.  Hewett. 
Albany.  Wis.:  "I  will  tell  you  how  I  make  the 
brooder  I  use.  First  dig  a  trench  in  the  ground 
8  feet  long,  8  inches  wide,  and  a  foot  deep,  run- 
ning north  and  south.  At  the  north  end  there  is 
a  trench  2  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep,  running 
east  and  west.  Cover  the  narrow  trench  with  a 
piece  of  sheet  iron,  witli  a  two-inch  hole  in  south 
end.  Put  pipe  in  hole,  and  set  common  lamp 
under  north  end.  I  have  eight  of  these,  four 
feet  apart,  all  running  into  the  wide  trench, 
which  is  thirty-two  feet  long.  Now  cover 
heater  with  three  inches  of  sand.  A  board  6 
inches  wide,  8  feet  long,  to  the  under  side  of 
which  is  tacked  a  piece"of  flannel  bagging,  two 
inches,  and  hanging  down  three  inches  from 
each  edge,  is  my  brooder.  Over  this  is  a  house 
made  of  common  barrel  sides  and  ends,  double, 
with  four  inch  air  space,  three  feet  under  the 
«aves  and  five  feet  to  peak, covered  with  tar  felt 
roofing,  and  lined  inside  with  tar  felt.  On  the 
south  side  of  my  roof,  extending  from  peak  to 
eaves,  are  windows.two  panes  8x10  inches  wide, 
one  for  each,  brooder." 

What  the  P.  Rocks  Did— Mr.  Wm.  F.  Mit- 
chell, 53  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass.— "Last 
January,  a  year  ago,  I  mated  four  P.  Kock  pul- 
lets with  a  two-year-old  rooster.  In  February 
the  four  pullets  lay ed  78  eggs.  March  81  eggs,  and 
soon  for  the  next  two  months,  when  I  turned 
them  in  with  the  other  fowls.  On  the  first  of 
March  I  set  20  eggs,  under  two  hens,  and  they 
.  hatched  16  chicks.  Out  of  the  16  chicks  two  of 
'  the  pullets  began  to  lay  on  September  15th,  which 
.  is  less  than  six  months  from  the  time  they  were 
.hatched.  I  have  a  Light  Brahma  cockerel  that 
\  weighed  five  pounds  when  five  months  old.  Suc- 
cess to  your  practical  monthly." 

Laying  Ducks.— Mr.  E.  J.  Pennock,  Kennett 
Square,  Pa— "Would  not  think  of  doing  without 
I  the  P.  K.  Our  henhouse  is  12x80  feet.  I  notice 
■in  your  paper  that  some  claim  that  ducks  under 
)  two  years  old  will  not  lay  well.  We  had  four 
ducks  and  a  drake,  hatched  the  latter  part  of 
June,  1885.  One  of  the  ducks  was  badly  hurt 
during  the  winter,  and  did  not  commence  laying 
till  late.  The  four  ducks  layed  34  dozen  eggs.  I 
think  it  good  for  common  ducks.  I  think  much 
depends  on  having  warm  quarters  and  being 
well  fed.  Next  season  will  keep  only  pure 
Pekins." 

A  Large  Flock.— Mr.  W.  B.  Fox,  Wyocena, 
Wis. — "I  have  kept  poultry  for  over  five  years, 
bnt  never  before  the  present  time  kept  a  large 


flock.  My  house  is  16x160  feet,  10  feet  high  in 
front  and  6  at  the  rear,  tar  papered,  and  floor 
cemented.  It  is  divided  into  12  apartments,  two 
of  them  being  8  feet  in  length,  five  are  7  feet  in 
length,  with  also  an  office  and  incubator  room.  I 
have  nearly  400  hens,  mostly  P.  Rocks,  and  ex- 
pect to  keep  600.  I  take  quite  a  number  of 
poultry  magazines,  but  can  say  honestly  that  I 
think  more  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  than  all 
others  combined." 

A  Watering  Dish— Mr.  E.  S.  Hewett,  Albany, 
Wis— "For  the  benefit  of  your  many  readers  I 
will  give  you  my  description  of  a  watering  dish 
that  I  have  used  for  three  years.  Take  a  two 
quart  bottle,  and  with  a  hatchet,  or  any  piece  of 
iron,  gently  pick  a  one-fourth  inch  hole  in  it  two 
inches  from  the  bottom.  Fill  with  water,  cork 
tight,  and  set  it  in  a  common  saucer.  The  water 
will  only  flow  out  as  the  quantity  in  the  saucer 
is  reduced." 

The  Rumpless  Fowls— Mr.  N.  G.  Clarke, 
box  50, Plymouth,  Mass— "Reading  the  piece  in 
June  (1886)  number,  written  by  "Fancier"  to 
"C.  O.,"  I  would  like  to  ask  if  he  knows  the  ex- 
act origin  of  the  Rumpless  fowls.  I  have  bred 
them  for  the  last  16  years,  but  have  never  had 
the  Rumpless  Bantams.  Some  call  them  freaks 
of  nature,  or  "sports."  I  think  they  came  from 
China,  but  am  not  sure,  and  if  "Fancier"  can 
give  me  any  information  in  regard  to  how  he 
knows  that  the  Rumpless  Bantams  came  from 
Persia,  as  it  may  be  that  those  Rumpless,  not 
Bantams,  may  come  from  the  same  place." 

Eggs  from  Young  Ducks.— M.  G.  F.  TJlrey, 
Liberty  Mills,  Indiana. — "I  have  seen  in  differ- 
ent poultry  journals  that  eggs  layed  by  ducks 
under  one  year  old,  mated  with  a  young  drake, 
do  not  hatch  well.  Our  ducks  ana  drakes  are 
all  young,  yet  over  90per  cent,  of  the  eggs 
hatch.  The  ducks  average  75  eggs  each  during 
the  spring  and  are  stilljlaying.  They  are  Pekins." 

A  Big  Profit  at  Low  Prices.— Miss  A.  Tag- 
gart,  Niles,  Mich.:  "I  will  tell  you  how  well  my 
12  Plymouth  Rocks  did.  In  nine  weeks  thev 
laid  42%  dozens  of  eggs,  which  sold  for  8  cents 
per  dozen,  but  the  cost  of  corn  and  screenings 
for  them  was  only  95  cents,  giving  a  profit  of 
$2.24.  They  get  scraps  from  the  table  and  green 
clover  every  day.  1  would  rather  pay  a  whole 
year's  subscription  than  lose  a  single  copy  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper." 

From  Canada— Mr.  J.  H.  Wossell,  Clinton, 
Can.:  "The  Poultry  Keeper  is  just  the  kind 
of  paper  I  require.  I  have  20  hens  and  a  White 
Leghorn  rooster,  and  get  from  30  to  35  dozen 
eggs  a  month.  I  find  boiled  potatoes,  mixed 
witli  bran  and  oals,  in  the  morning,  table  scraps 
at  noon,  and  barley  at  night,  a  good  mode  of 
feeding.  I  have  a  double- wall  frost-proof  house 
for  the  winter  and  single  houses  attached  for 
summer.  In  giving  drinking  water  I  keep  a  few 
rusty  nails  or  old  iron  In  the  water.  I  think  fowls 
can  be  kept  better  when  changed  from  one 
house  to  another  in  spring  and  fall." 


rooster  with  Plymouth  Rock  hen  that  are  ahead 
of  anything  I  know  of  for  laying,  commenced  in 
December  and  just  wanting  to  set  for  the  first 
time  now.  They  are  perfectly  black,  with  small 
black  top-knot,  and  quite  large.  The  rooster 
from  the  same  cross  is  smaller,  and  colored 
like  the  Plymouth  Rocks,  with  small  top-knot. 
I  tried  an  experiment  with  some  eggs  that  were 
not  quite  ready  to  hatch  when  the  nen  came  off, 
which  might  be  worth  trying  in  case  of  accident 
to  valuable  eggs.  I  found  that  these  eggs 
had  chicks  in  them,  and  I  opened  the  large  end 
to  see  if  they  were  alive,  supposing  that  they 
were  fully  matured,  but  found  they  were  not. 
So  I  took  some  court  plaster,  covered  the  open- 
ing tightly,  and  put  them  in  the  incubator,  and 
in  three  or  four  days  they  hatched  out  good 
lively  chicks.  I  have  used  vegetable  liver  pills 
and  calomel  both  successfully  for  cholera  and 
think  the  last  named  the  best  for  bad  cases.  I 
give  a  pinch,  just  what  you  can  take  between 
the  thumb  and  finger  and  drop  it  in  the  hen's 
mouth  and  wash  down  with  a  little  water  and 
only  give  half  of  a  pill  as  a  dose.  If  these  items 
will  do  any  good  you  are  welcome  to  use  them 
as  you  see  fit. 

[We  have  often  seen  eggs  hatch  after  being 
patched  with  plaster  or  paper.  It  is  always  best 
never  to  abandon  them  as  long  as  there  are- 
any  chances  for  hatching.— Ed.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


The  Work  of  Draughts. 

u.  l.  scott,onekamee,  mich. 
I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  P.  K.  I  have 
received  six  numbers,  and  am  very  choice  of 
them.  I  send  you  a  few  names  for  sample 
copies.  I  have  a  farm  of  20  acres,  one  mile  from 
the  village.  I  have  a  park  for  my  fowls,  9  rods 
by  15,  a  house  10x12  feet,  and  am  building  one  12 
x30  feet,  one  and  a  half  story.  I  have  L.  Brahmas, 
B.  Leghorns,  P.  Rocks,  and  B.  B.  R.  Games.  I 
keep  part  of  them  at  my  barn  at  present.  Will 
have  them  better  regulated,  soon  as  my  house  is 
done.  I  have  mated  a  L.  Brahma  cock  with 
Brown  Leghorn  hens.  Do  you  think  them  a  good 
cross?  [Yes.— Ed.]  I  have  about  sixty  chicks 
from  them.  They  are  smart  and  developing 
very  fast.  I  am  behind  about  $25  yet  with  my 
poultry,  bat  my  courage  is  good.  My  wife  tries 
to  have  me  give  it  up,  but  I  tell  her  I  look  for  my 
money  where  I  lost  it.  I  have  been  keeping 
poultry  for  three  years.  I  have  a  fine  Game 
cock  that  was  sick  in  April.  There  were  several 
of  my  fowls  taken  with  a  swelling  about  the 
head.  In  the  morning  their  eyes  would  be 
closed.  I  have  had  them  somewhat  so  from 
fighting,  but  not  so  bad.  The  cock  had  not  been 
fighting,  but  seem  to  have  it  harder  than  the 
hens  and  it  seem  to  affected  his  throat,  He  has  a 
gurgling  sound  in  his  throat  when  he  breathes, 
and  his  voice  is  not  clear  when  crowing  but  he 
is  otherwise  well  and  lively. 

[Swelled  head  and  eyes  are  due  to  draughts 
of  air  blowing  on  the  heads.  Bathe  heads  with 
a  warm  solution  of  boracic  acid,  ;and  anoint 
with  a  few  drops  of  glycerine.— Ed.] 


Patching  Broken  Eggs. 

M.  L.  VANDESHULE,  YANKTON,  DAKOTa. 

I  have  a  cross  of  White  Crested  Black  Polish 


The  Altitude  Does  not  Affect  the  Hatch. 

W.  J.  PADDOCK,  LEADVILLE,  COLO. 

I  have  been  reading  the  Poultry  Keeper 
with  pretty  lively  interest  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  am  always  able  to  find  a  great  many  new 
things  to  think  over  in  each  number.  I  have  one 
great  fault  to  find  with  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
though— it  don't  come  but  once  a  month— am 
only  sorry  that  we  can  not  subscribe  for  it  as  a 
weekly  at  $2.00  a  year.  A  communication,  Mr. 
Adams',  moves  me  to  speak,  and  I  think  that  he 
I  is  on  the  wrong  track,  as  far  as  his  conclusions 
I  are  concerned.  He  thinks  that  the  altitude 
(9000  ft.)  is  the  only  reason  for  chicks  failing  to 
hatch.  Now.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  poul- 
try business  more  or  less  since  1882.  at  this  place 
(with  an  altitude  of  something  over  10,000  feet) 
and.  while  I  have  experienced  difficulties  similar 
to  Mr.  Adams'.  I  have  thoroughly  convinced  my- 
self that  altitude  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  non- 
incubation  of  eggs.  The  first  hens  we  set  in  1882 
brought  off  no  chicks.  I  found  on  examination 
that  nearly  all  of  the  eggs  had  perfectly  formed 
chicks  in  them,  but  they  were  unable  to  free 
themselves  from  the  shell,  and  those  we  helped 
out  we  were  obliged  to  use  water  to  moisten  the 
inner  lining  of  the  shell  before  we  coulcl  get  it 
free  from  the  chick  (the  chickens  died  in  a  short 
time).  Now  these  hens  were  sitting  on  the 

t round,  but  in  a  dry  place.  Meanw  hile  some 
ucks  we  had,  which  stole  their  nests 
in  some  low  boggy  ground,  near  the 
creek,  came  off  with  nice  broods.  This  caused 
me  to  think  that  if  ducks  could  hatch  their  eggs 
there  could  be  no  reason  why  hens  should  not, 
so  I  went  to  work  and  set  some  hens  under  boxes 
on  the  same  ground,  but  they  thought  different, 
for  when  I  let  them  out  to  feed  they  would  go 
back  to  their  old  haunts,  and  others  fed  in  the 
boxes  persisted  in  standing  instead  of  setting  on 
their  eggs,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days 
ceased  to  cluck.  I  saw  that  I  could  never  get 
new  stock  from  such  methods,  so  the  next  year  I 
moved  my  chickens  where  they  would  have  their 
runs  in  the  boggy  ground,  and  allowed  them  to 
steal  their  nests.  This  worked  quite  well,  but  not 
satisfactorily,  as  nearly  half  or  more  of  the  chick- 
ens hatched  were  so  weak  that  they  died  in  a 
short  time.  This  would  look  as  if  Mr.  Adams' 
conclusions  were  right  in  the  main,  but  wait  a 
moment.  I  had  been  getting  splendid  results 
from  the  hens  in  the  egg  line  from  feeding  noth- 
ing but  hotel  refuse,  all  soft  food.and  discovered 
in  an  accidental  way  that  some  hens  my  neigh- 
bors had,  that  were  fed  nothing  but  grain,  and 
were  set  in  a  damp  place,  brought  off  strong 
healthy  chicks  for  every  fertile  egg.  Now,  it  is 
evident  that  my  failures  lay  not  in  altitude,  but 
for  lack  of  moisture  and  the  right  kind  of  food. 
If  the  fault  lay  in  the  altitude,  wild  birds  and 
fowls  would  fail  to  hatch  their  young,  and  I 
have  failed  to  see  a  robin  or  blue  bird's  nest  yet, 
at  the  proper  time  which  did  not  have  its  full  quota 
of  little  ones.  I  have  at  present  only  200  chickens, 
but  I  shall  winter  as  many  more  of  chickens. 
And,  while  I  recognize  the  fact  that  I  may  be 
still  at  sea  on  the  hatching  question,  I  contend 
that  in  every  other  way,  with  the  same  care,that 
there  is  good  money  to  be  made  with  hens,  even 
at  an  altitude  of  10,055  feet.  I  have  failed  to  get 
any  encouraging  results  from  the  Poultry 
Keeper  Incubator  and  one  of  my  neighbors  has 
had  similar  experience  with  one  of  the  best  of 
high  priced  machines,  and  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  moisture  was  at  fault  with  both.  So  I 
think  careful  observation  and  a  little  experi- 
menting, in  time,  will  solve  the  difficulty. 

[The  above  letter  is  convincing,  and  refutes 
the  theory  that  eggs  will  not  hatch  well  in  high 
altitudes.— Ed.] 
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Subscription  Price.  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  they  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising  Rates.  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (*7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise,    w  rite  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Mattel'  at  the 
Post- Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
stKlrt'sstnl  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 


Save  this  number  on  brooders,  as  you  will  not 
get  another  like  it. 

Don't  send  around  begging  letters  for  specials. 
It  is  not  creditable. 


Drop  a  card  to  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend, 
Claremont,  Va.,  and  see  what  you  will  get. 
Don't  take  our  word  but  try  it.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised. 

There  was  an  errror  in  the  date  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  Boston  Show.  It  will  be  January 
12th  to  18th.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport, 
Mass.,  is  Cor.  Secretary. 


That  little  $1.00  combination  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper,  Poultry  Chum,  and  Poultry  Guide  and 
Friend  is  still  open.  Three  papers  for  a  small 
sum.  Don't  let  it  close  on  you. 

We  will  say  here  that  all  cuts  for  next  April 
are  in.  So  take  notice  all  who  wait  until  we  are 
crowded  and  then  send  in  their  cuts  in  a  lump. 
There  are  other  breeders  as  well  as  you. 

The  American  Weekly  Poultry  Journal  is  a 
neat,  elegantly  gotten  up,  weekly  poultry  paper, 
for  only  $1.50  per  year.  It  and  the  P.  K.  for  the 
same  figure,  making  64  copies  in  one  year. 

Ir  you  wish  to  see  a  copy  of  a  good,  well-filled 
poultry  paper,  drop  a  card  to  Poultry  Magnet, 
Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio.  We  will  send  it  to  you,along 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year,  for  75  cts. 


The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation will  hold  its  first  exhibition  at  Nashville, 
February  1st  to  5th,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  a 
large  one.  P.  F.  B  ager,  Nashville,  is  Secretary. 

If  the  poultry  journals  advocate  "fancy" 
poultry,  and  only  points  for  the  show  room,  they 
ought  to  leave  all  such  little  matters  as  "the 
magnitude  of  the  poultry  interests"  to  the 
Poultry  Keeper. 

The  Fanciers'  Gazette,  edited  by  Mr.  B.  N- 
Pierce,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  is  a  large,  hand- 
somely printed,  well  edited  poultry  journal,  at 
$1.25  per  annum,  but  we  send  it  and  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  the  same  price. 

•'There's  many  a  slip  'twix  the  cup  and  the 
lip,"  as  Pierce  said  when  the  "boys"  thought 
they  had  him  on  those  black  spots  on  the  Brah- 
ma's back.  The  "boys"  are  all  sad  now,  while 
the  old  veteran  looks  on  and  smiles. 

IT  is  claimed  that  the  A.  P.  A.  has  altered  the 
Standard  requirements  for  shanks  in  White 
Hamburgs  five  different  times— from  white  to 
blue,  blue  to  white,  then  back  to  blue,  and  so 
.  >n.  This  is  called '  'fixing  the  type." 


Blace  breeds  in  the  Standard  are  subject  to 
curious  laws.  Langshans  must  not  have  "plum- 
age other  than  black,"  but  a  Black  Hamburg's 
feathers  are  treated  differently,  for  it  says  "any 
feather  showing  white  when  laid  on  a  black  ob- 
ject." 

To  our  California  (or  any  other)  readers  we 
will  say  that  they  have  a  grand  poultry  paper  in 
the  California  Cackler,  published  at  No.  13, 
Pine  street,  San  Francisco.  Take  our  advice 
and  drop  a  postal  card  for  a  sample  copy. 

Some  black  breeds  are  not  disqualified  even  if 
entirely  white,  according  to  the  Standard,  such 
as  Black  Games,  Sumatras  and  Black  Rose- 
comb  Bantams.  Oil ;  we  can't  get  along  without 
the  Standard.  What  would  black  breeds  be 
without  it. 

The  market  poultry  is  the  wealth  allotted  to 
the  poultry  interest,  improvement  is  made  by 
the  use  of  pure  breeds.  How  much  greater  that 
improvement  would  be  If  the  value  of  the  pure 
breeds  was  not  lessened  by  "splitting  hairs"  over 
frivolous  points. 

We  have  raised  a  brood  of  young  turkeys  to  the 
age  of  ten  weeks,  in  a  brooder,  with  yard  5x16. 
They  have  never  been  outside  of  that  yard,  and 
so  far  are  doing  well.  It  shows  that  they  can  be 
confined.  All  are  living  that  were  hatched  ex- 
cept two,  that  died  early. 

We  have  but  few  advertisements  now,  but  we 
are  shedding  no  tears,  as  our  readers  are  get- 
ting a  paper  brimful  of  reading  matter.instead 
of  all  advertisements.  What  we  lose  In  adver- 
tising we  gain  in  circulation.  A  well-filled 
paper  always  takes.  And  we  know  it. 

The  Southern  Poultry  Guide.  Mendian,Miss., 
is  not  a  new  paper,  but  you  should  send  for  a 
sample  all  the  same.  Published  at  50  cent,s  a 
year,  but  with  the  P.  K.  at  75.  Our  Southern 
readers  should  not  overlook  it,  and  the  "Yanks" 
will  also  find  much  in  it  to  render  it  attractive. 


The  cuts  we  have  been  producing -from  the 
Farm  and  Garden  were  drawn  by  the  editor  of 
this  paper,  who  conducts  the  poultry  department 
of  that  journal.  The  cuts  are  mainly  intended 
to  show  illustrations  of  practical  appliances,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  as  much  information  as 
possible. 

Mrs.  Millie  C.  Bowman,  Triplett,  Mo.,  is  a 
lady  who  does  not  intend  to  lie  set  aside  when 
she  makes  up  her  mind  to  stick.  She  knows  how 
to  stand  her  ground,  and  one  of  these  days  she 
will  show  the  men  a  trick  or  two  they  have  never 
been  taught,  as  she  knows  all  about  her  breeds, 
though  she  is  a  little  too  firmly  planted  on  the 
standard.   

Mr.  Pierce  can't  find  anything  in  his  latest 
standard  about  Leghorn  hens'  backs,  but  his 
latest  standard  allows  spotted  Brahmas  to  com- 
pete for  prizes,  while  it  also  allows  the  white 
toe-feathered  Langshan  to  have  a  peep  behind 
the  scenes.  But  what  difference  should  there 
be  between  the  latest  or  any  other  ?  We  thought 
it  had  been  fixed  five  years  ago. 


The  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  Dayton,  O.,  is  one 
of  the  big  poultry  papers,  at  $1.00  per  year,  but 
the  best  way  to  get  it  is  to  send  for  a  sample,  then 
send  us  the  $1.00,  and  we  will  send  it  and  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  that  price.  .•  That  is  how 
we  come  the  back  dodge  on  some  poultry  journ- 
als. We  can  under  bid  them  on  their  own  prices. 
Got  them  "bound  on  a  contract,"  and  we  intend 
to  give  our  readers  the  benefit  of  it. 

A  remedy  for  vermin,  suggested  by  Dr. 
Spaulding,  is  to  take  10  pounds  of  flour  of  sul- 
phur, 2  drachms  of  carbolic  acid,  and  mix  in 
thoroughly  with  a  stick  or  spoon,  then  apply 
with  the  hand  the  carbolized  sulphur  to  the  eu- 
tire  fluff  and  hind  part  of  the  fowl,  and  in  24 
hours  not  one  parasite  can  be  found  on  any  fowl 
thus  treated.  This  will  not  injure  setting  eggs 
nor  little  chicks,  but  prove  a  harmless  and 
speedy  cure  for  poultry  veruuu. 


Don't  forget  the  editor's  address— Hammon- 
ton,  N.  J.  But  do  not  send  subscriptions  or 
money  to  him,  as  he  has  to  remail  all  such  to 
Parkesburg. 

Here  is  Mr.  Stoddard's  way  of  responding  to 
compliments  paid  his  paper:  "We  would  only 
say  (feebly)  that  it  is  as  hard  to  make  us  "blush" 
by  "sounding  the  praises"  of  the  Yard,  as  it  is 
hard  for  a  shad  to  climb  a  barber's  pole  tail  first 
with  a  loaf  of  bread  in  its  mouth.''  Quite  a  com- 
parison. 

"You  can't  get  middle  toe-feathering  on  both 
toes  without  breeding  some  birds  with  vulture 
hocks,"  says  Mr.  Felch,  and  yet,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent both,  the  birds  must  be  selected  without 
regard  to  utility,  points  alone  being  the  guide. 
We  fail  to  see  how  such  transactions  can  im- 
prove the  poultry  in  this  country. 

Connecticut  VallOy  .River  Association, 

This  Association  will  hold  its  next  exhibition 
at  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont,  Jan.  17,  18  and  19, 
with  I.  K.  Felch  as  judge  N.  L.  Duvall,  Rock- 
ingham, Vt.,  is  secretary. 

Cleveland  Poultry  Association. 

The  date  of  holding  the  Cleveland.  Ohio,  show 
has  been  fixed  for  January  16-23,  and  3,000  prem- 
ium lists  are  to  be  issued.  Mr.  F.  W.  Sears, 
Cleveland,  Is  secretary. 

Central  Ohio  Association. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breed- 
ers' Association  will  hold  its  fourth  exhibition  at 
Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  January  17-20,  with  Mr.  J.  Y. 
Bicknell  as  judge.  A  grand  display  lsexpected. 
Mr.  Roy  C.  Russell,  Mt  Gilead,  is  secretary. 


Those  Books. 

We  have,  three  books  at  25  cents  each,  but  to 
any  person  subscribing  the  books  are  only  ten 
cents.  That  is,  any  one  sending  us  sixty  cents 
will  receive  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  a  year 
with  one  of  the  three  books— "Poultry  for  Profit," 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  and  "Management 
of  Young  Chicks." 

Otir  illustrations. 

It  is  nothing  more  than  a  duty  on  us  to  extend 
our  thanks  to  the  Rural  New  Yorker  and  Farm 
and  Garden  for  the  use  of  the  cuts  in  this  issue. 
Although  we  make  no  claims  to  using  cuts  al- 
ways original  yet  our  readers  will  appreciate 
them  all  the  same.  We  do  not  care  where  they 
come  from  so  we  please  our  readers. 

The  New  York  Show. 

The  directors  of  the  New  York  Poultry  Ex- 
change have  decided  to  hold  their  first  exhibition 
in  New  York  City,  Dec.  14  to  21st  next.  Premium 
lists  ready  Sept.  1st.  It  is  expected  to  be  one  of 
the  largest  shows  ever  held.  Breeders  are  join- 
ing in  heartily.  H.  C.  Fnnk,  38  Dey  St..  is  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Frederick  (Md.)  Association. 

The  Frederick  (Maryland)  Poultry,  Pigeon 
and  Pet  Stock  Club,  organized  on  the  9th  inst., 
and  will  hold  their  first  exhibition  this  coming 
winter.  The  date  has  not  been  fixed .  President, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  M.  D.;  Secretary,  Jesse  Reif- 
snider;  Assistant  Secretary,  Leslie  Cramer; 
Treasurer,  B.  V.  Buckey ;  Executive  Committee, 
W.  C.  Johnson,  M.D.,  Jesse  Reifsnider,  B.  V. 
Buckey,  C.  Thomas  Kemp,  Harry  W.  Doll. 

Lynn  Fanciers'  Club. 

The  Club  elected  the  following  officers:  J.  O.  , 
Newhall,  President;  H.  A.  Morton,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; C.  W.  Collins,  2d  Vice;  Frank  Dwyer,  3d 
Vice ;  Byron  Goodell,  4th  Vice :  Charles  Sanborn, 
5th  Vice;  H.  H.  Smith,  6th  Vice;  C.  E.  Hunt, 
Rec.  Sec. ;  S.  H.  Holbrook,  Cor.  Sec. ;  P.  M.  San- 
born, Treasurer;  E.  Wescott, Auditor ;  Directors 

 Spinney,  B.  G.  Newhall,  Samuel  Ruffin,  J. 

L.  Rumery,  H.  A.  Fuller.  It  was  voted  to  set  the 
dates  of  the  poultry  show  December  15, 16,  and 
17. 
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Mr.  Pierce's  Latest  Standard. 

The  editor  of  the  Fanciers'  Gazette  after  stating 
that  we  '■•borrowed  or  begged&n  outlawed  or  im- 
perfect Standard,"  did  not  go  far  before  he  forgot 
his  expression,  for  in  the  same  issue  he  says: 

"The  description  of  the  shape  of  Leghorn  liens' 
backs  was  omitted  in  the  latest  Standard.  ' 

So  the  latest  is  not  perfect.  The  description 
was  omitted.  Yes,  and  so  are  a  great  many  other 
things.  But.  we  paid  $1.00  to  headquarters  for 
our  Standard,  and  no  matter  what  edition  it 
may  have  been,  all  should  have  been  alike.  The 
edition  we  have  was  used  at  New  York. 


Nux  Vomica  to  Fowls. 

.  The  American  Poultry  Yard,  after  giving  a 
few  extracts  from  this  journal  regarding  the  ex- 
pressions of  our  correspondents  as  to  feeding 
nux  vomica  to  poultry,  winds  up  by  saying— 
"and  that  in  a  poultry  paper."  We  have  all 
along  stated  that  we  have  had  no  experience  in 
such  a  remedy,  but  six  different  persons,  from 
as  many  different  sections,  state  that  they  have 
tried  it,  and  that  nux  vomica  does  not  kill 
chickens.  We  do  not  assume  the  privilege  "of 
denying  statements  from  respectable  parties, 
but  we  will  try  and  induce  some  of  our  neighbors 
to  make  experiments  m  that  direction. 

The  Lynn  Fanciers. 
The  re-organized  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club  is  com- 
posed of  men  who  mean  business.  They  pro- 
pose holding  one  of  the  largest  shows  ever  held 
east,  outside  of  Boston,  Dec.  15,  16,  17,  and  are 
raising  a  guarantee  fund  of  $500,  for  that  pur- 
pose with  every  assurance  of  success.  Special 
premiums  will  be  offered  breeders  of  Minorcas, 
White  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  any  other  of  the 
new  breeds.  Lynn  has  a  population  of  50,000,  is 
easy  of  access,  is  a  centre  for  numerous  country 
towns  and  offers  advantages  to  breeders  either 
for  exhibit  or  sale,  second  to  no  other  city  in  the 
State.  A  premium  list  will  soon  be  issued.  Mr. 
S.  H.  Holbrook  is  Cor.  Sec'y. 


Kickers  and  Croakers. 

The  Poultry  Chum,  Geneseo,  111.,  makes  use 
of  the  following  point  in  favor  of  the  growler, 
which  is  truth  in  every  sense.  It  says: 

"Squalers and  kickers  atshowsare  intolerable 
nuisances,  yet  the  kicker  is  the  man  who  makes 
the  judge  walk  up  to  the  Captain's  office  and 
give  an  'account  of  his  work.'' 

True  enough,  but  as  long  as  they  believe  in  the 
standard  and  the  infallibility  of  the  judges  they 
ought  to  abide  by  the  results.  But  the  greatest 
nuisance  is  the  man  who  pitches  into  the  whole 
show,  which  the  Chum  thus  describes: 

"The  man  who  "left  better  birds  at  home" 
when  he  was  at  the  show  last  season  will  be 
wanted  this  year— with  his  birds.  Everybody 
will  be  at  the  door  to  welcome  him." 

This  year  he  will  have  a  chance  to  show  his 
birds,  and,  as  is  stated  above,  everybody  will  be 
at  the  door  to  welcome  him. 


The  Western  Massachusetts  Poultry  Association. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Poultry  Association,  held  June 
17,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year :  President,  J.  K.  Morrill ;  Treasurer, 
George  H.Monroe  ; Recording Secretary,.George 
V.  Osgood ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  James  K. 
Morrill ;  Vice  Presidents,  R.  C.  Winchester,  W. 
S.  Luomis,  R.  M.  Fairfield,  O.  D.  Allyn,  George 
G.  Graves.  C.  C.  Montague,  H.  W.  Bullock,  C.  S. 
Preston.  J.  A.  Baldwin,  F.  E.  White,  George  W. 
Patterson,  F.  N.  Kneeland :  Executive  Commit- 
tee, J.  W.  Toole.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  George  C.  Tate, 
Melvin  L.  Graves,  L.  T.  Besserer;  Auditors,  J. 
B.  Munn,  A.  J.  Rand,  It  was  voted  to  apply  for 
admission  to  the  American  Kennel  Club  and  to 
hold  a  dog  show  in  connection  with  the  poultry 
show,  provided  that  a  suitable  place  could  be 
found,  and  if  sufficient  encouragement  was  re- 
ceived from  dog  fanciers  of  this  section.  The 
dates  fixed  for  the  show  were  December  27,  28, 
29,  30  and  31,  1887.  J.  D.  Nevius  and  C.  H. 
Crosby  were  chosen  to  act  as  judges.  Mr.  James 
K.  Morrill,  Holyoke,  is  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 


The  Patent  Fiend. 

There  are  some  men  who  seize  every  oppor- 
tunity to  appropriate  what  really  belongs  to  the 
public.  If  they  happen  to  add  an  extra  nail  toa 
board  they  imagine  they  have  invented  some- 
thing, and  apply  for  a  patent,  when  in  fact  they 
have  simply  done  what  others  have  done  before, 
and  who  did  not  consider  a  patent  necessary. 
Now  a  patent  is  only  a  recommendation  in  court 
—nothing  more.  You  can  patent  anything,  as 
the  patent  commissioner  only  searches  his  office. 
He  knows  nothing  about  what  is  going  on  out- 
side. As  we  said  you  can  patent  anything,  but 
the  patent  simply  gives  you  the  right  to  go  into 
court,  and  there  you  must  defend  it,  and  there  if 
you  have  patented  something  m  use  you  may  get 
left.  The  patent  fiends  know  they  can  accom- 
plish nothing,  but  if  they  can  blvff  you  out  of 
their  way  it  is  all  they  wish.  A  bold  front 
generally  causes  them  to  slink  off  into  a  corner. 

The  Gazette  is  Awake. 

After  vainly  endeavoring  to  have  the  editor  of 
the  Fanciers'  Gazette  roused  from  his  slumbers, 
he  at  last  comes  out  to  defend  the  black  feathers 
on  the  back  of  a  Brahma.  He  claims  that  the 
Standard  does  not  disqualify  for  one  black 
feather,  but  fails  to  say  how  many  does  disqual- 
ify. He  cuts  a  black  feather  one-half  point, 
hence  12  feathers  takes  all  the  six  points  allotted 
for  back.  He  does  not  refute  the  position  we 
take,  but  contents  himself  with  styling  the 
Poultry  Keeper  as  a  "kicker."  But  he  aston- 
ishes all  breeders  when  he  says  that  one  white 
feather  on  the  toe  of  a  Langshan  does  not  dis- 
qualify. Very  well,  Friend  Pierce.  We  accept 
your  position.  But  that  same  "latest  Standard" 
was  used  by  other  judges,  and  they  searched 
even  for  white  pin  feathers.  We  have  seen  some 
of  the  finest  birds  in  this  country  thrown  out  on 
account  of  that  imperfection,  and  by  leading 
judges,  on  the  ground  that  "white  in  any  part 
of  the  plumage"  disqualifies.  Breeders  know  it 
too  well.  They  have  been  there.  It  is  too  late  in 
the  day  to  beat  around  the  bush  to  get  rid  of  car- 
buncles and  old  sores.  Birds  have  been  dis- 
qualified too  often,  by  the  Standard,  (that  pre- 
cious guide)  for  you  to  come  in  at  the  eleventh 
hour  with  latter  day  repentance  and  explana- 
tions. 


What  They  Would  Like  to  See. 

The  several  editors  of  the  poultry  papers  de- 
voted to  the  A.  P.  A.,  have  been  clapping  their 
hands  with  great  glee  over  the  fact  that  associa- 
tions can  send  delegates  to  the  meetings  of  the 
A.  P.  A.  The  Poultry  Yard  thus  refers  to  it : 

The  Poultry  Keeper,  in  its  March  issue,  is 
out  with  its  old  cry,  "Down  with  the  A.  P.  A.," 
arguing  that  ?s  it  costs  something  for  members 
at  a  distance  to  attend,  there  ought  to  be  a 
society  composed  of  delegates  whose  expenses 
would  be  paid  by  the  local  organizations.  But 
the  A.  P.  A.,  has  provided  for  just  this  method  of 
representation  by  delegates.  We  call  attention 
to  Article  HI,  section  2,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
A.  P.  A. :  "Local  organizations  will  be  entitled 
to  membership  *  *  *  *  and  may  be  repre- 
sented at  all  meetings  of  this  Association  by  a 
regularly  appointed  or  elected  delegate 
from  such  society."  What  advantage  would 
there  be  in  organizing  a  new  society  upon  the 
same  plan  ?  The  experiment  of  a  purely  delegate 
plan  has  been  tried  in  New  England,  which 
covers  but  a  small  part  of  the  area  of  the  coun- 
try, and  where  delegates  could  attend  much 
more  cheaply  than  those  from  the  whole  coun- 
try, aim  this  experiment  proved  to  be  an  utter 
failure.  The  plan  upon  which  the  A.  P.  A.,  was 
formed  has  proved  a  success  and  its  influence 
for  good  is  wide-spread  and  far-reaching.  It 
would  be  well  for  the  Poultry  Keeper  to  look 
up  the  history  of  such  organizations. 

That  is  just  what  they  want.  A  National  As- 
sociation will  suit  them  provided— they  can  re- 
main as  members,  or  have  a  say  without  being 
compelled  to  go  through  the  ordeal  of  being 
elected.  The  sending  of  delegates  to  be  outvoted 
by  members  who  have  no  constituency  would  be 
a  farce.  What  they  don't  want  is  to  lose  power. 
Now,  we  wish  to  know  what  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  National  Association  composed  of  dele- 
gates entirely  and  one  with  delegates  and  mem- 
bers, from  their  standpoint.  The  reference  to 
attempts  to  organize  associations  on  the  delegate 


plan  in  years  gone  by,  when  the  poultry  associa- 
tions were  few,  should  have  been  left  out.  The- 
same  obstacle  was  in  the  way.  The  leaders 
wanted  to  get  on  the  top  shelf.  These  devoted 
adherentsof  the  A.  P  A.,  will  agree  toa  National 
Association,  delegates  by  suffrage,  or  anything, 
provided  they  still  rule,  and  are  not  left  out  in 
the  cold.  They  would  like  much  to  have  a  Na- 
tional Association,  with  a  life-tenure  House  of 
Lord's  attached  to  it  for  their  benefit. 


Practical  Poultry. 

Mr.  C.  K.  Westbrook,  in  the  Pordtry  Bulletin 
comes  forward  with  a  very  sensible  article,  and 
as  the  committees  on  breeds  ask  for  sugyestions 
let  them  dream  on  this.  He  says: 

"Let  a  National  Association,  under  the  advice 
and  authority  of  our  best  fanciers,  adopt  a 
standard  that  shall  pay  more  attention  to  practi- 
cal poultry  culture,  and  less  to  ideal  notions  of 
individual  breeders.  The  tune  seems  ripe  for 
such  an  organization.  Numerous  pseudo-breeds, 
like  the  Pea-comb  Plymouth  Rocks,  are  clamor- 
ing for  admission  to  the  Standard,  and  their  ad- 
vocates seem  very  confident,  and  boldly  assert 
that  "they  will  be  admitted  to  the  Standard  !" 
It  is  high  time  that  this  matter  were  taken  in 
hand.  We  feel  no  antagonism  to  the  American 
Poultry  Association;  it  has  done  a  grand,  a 
noble  work,  but  the  country  is  growing",  breed- 
ers are  arising  on  every  side,  and  the  tunes  are 
ripe  for  an  association  that  shall  not  legislate 
simply  for  its  own  members,  but  for  the  great 
body  of  American  fanciers  by  whom  its  powers 
are  delegated  to  it  !  The  result  would  be  the  in- 
crease ot  interest  in  fowl  culture,  the  necessary 
organization  of  county  or  district  societies,  the 
death  of  in-breeding  for  form  and  feather,  at  the 
expense  of  vitality  and  fecundity,  and  the  gen- 
eral advancement  of  all  poultry  interests." 

The  above  is  sound  logic,  and  cannot  be  easily 
refuted,  for  it  relates  to  the  poultry  interests, 
and  not  entirely  to  the  fancy.  He  further  says: 

"The  Americans  are  a  practical  people,  and 
readily  adopt  practical  ideas,  let  them  reflect  on 
this  one.  The  English  idea  of  poultry  culture  is 
first,  utility ;  second,  beauty ;  and  so  it  is  that 
they  have  so  tenaciously  clung  to  the  Dorking, 
and  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  a 
uniform  'Standard  of  Excellence.'  Their  judges 
use  their  common  sense  and  experience,  as  well 
as  their  eyes,  and  score  high  for  practical  points. 
It  does  not  require  a  philosopher  to  know  that  a 
Dorking  is  the  ideal  of  a  practical  table  fowl, 
and  it  is  no  more  difficult  to  learn  what  leading 
physical  forms  and  appearances  accompany  the 
most  useful  commercial  features  of  any  one 
breed,  and  adopting  that  as  a  Standard  breed 
for  points  to  that,  feathers  and  all!  If  toy  birds 
are  then  demanded  by  extreme  fanciers, 'let  the 
Standard  also  include  them  under  a  separate 
caption,  but  let  us  do  nothing  that  is  calculated 
to  retard  the  progress  and  development  of  true 
poultry  culture  in  America!" 

We  ask  that  all  impartial  persons  give  the 
above  %  careful  perusal,  as  it  contains  a  goldmine 
of  truth. 


A  Broad  Assertion, 

In  the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal  Mr.  Felch  has 
this  to  say  in  reply  to  us,  and  we  regret  we  can- 
not publish  his  entire  article.  He  says : 

•'The  breeders  wish  to  control  their  own  affairs. 
This  is  why  they  believe  in  the  American  Poul- 
try Associat  ion,  and  not  in  a  society  to  be  con- 
trolled as  the  supporters  of  the  national  plan 
are  advocating.  That  plan  has  been  tried  and 
exploded.  He  who  attends  to  his  own  business, 
not  delegating  it  to  another,  is  the  man  who 
succeeds,  and  the  nearer  the  breeders  do  this 
collectively  the  surer  will  be  their  success.  The 
American  Poultry  Association  is  the  breeders' 
society.  Each  and  every  one  has  a  vote  in  that 
society.  He  who  stays  away  and  howls  is  the 
dog  tliat  gets  stoned  generally." 

In  the  first  place  the  breeders  do  not  control 
their  own  affairs,  so  far  as  making  the  require- 
ments for  the  breed  is  concerned.  They  can- 
not get  to  the  meetings,  and  are  compelled  to 
stay  away  and  get  stoned.  Only  members  have 
votes,  and  if  all  the  breeders  joined,  and  attend- 
ed, no  hall  in  this  country  could  hold  them.  He 
says  the  plan  of  a  National  Association  has  been 
tried  and  exploded.  We  deny  it.  When,  where, 
and  by  whom  ?  Then  he  says  the  A.  P.  A.  is  not 
a  "society  to  be  controlled  as  the  supporters  of 
the  national  plan  are  advocating."  We  fail  to 
see  the  application.  It  is  a  bold  assertion  con- 
sidering that  he  and  a  few  others  have  controll- 
ed everything  in  the  A.  P.  A.  meetings  every 
session,  never  once  being  set  back  until  Mrs. 
Sargent  threatened  to  destroy  them  when  they 
attempted  to  choke  off  the  Langshans. 


26. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


Ah?. 


The  Hondan  Fowl, 

M.  Rouiller-Arnoult.the  noted  poultry-breeder 
■of  Gambais,  published  in  July  in  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
Society  of  Mantes,  the  following  article  on  the 
Houdan: 

"This  breed  is  reared  exclusively  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  market-town  of  a  canton  of  which 
it  bears  the  same  name— Houdan;  and  Gambais 
has  always  been  one  of  the  principal  centres  of 
production. 

"In  the  pure  breed  the  plumage  is  spangled 
black  and  white,  mixed  with  feathers  all  black 
and  all  white,  and  with  feathers  partly  black 
partly  white.  The  first  three  wing-feathers, 
called  flight-feathers,  ought  to  be  white  in  order 
to  make  a  perfect  plumage,  just  as  one  of  the 
two  large  sickle  feathers  of  the  cock  ought  to  be 
black  and  the  other  white :  but  I  maintain  that, 
in  demanding  these  two  latter  particulars,  we 
require  too  much,  for  it  is  almost  impossible, 
even  in  the  great  shows,  to  find  so  many  points  of 
perfection  united  in  the  same  individuals.  The 
triple  comb,  cup-shaped  and  slightly  serrated,  is 
well  developed  in  the  cock,  and  almost  wanting 
in  the  hen ;  it  is  thus,  at  least,  that  all  writers  de- 
scribe the  comb  of  the  Houdan  cock ;  it  is  of  this 
shape  that  the  judges  at  shows  require  it ;  but 
let  me  say  here,  en  passant,  that  the  exception 
is  taken  for  the  rule,  and  that  the  comb  of  the 
Houdan  cock  ought  not  to  be  thus  formed,  but 
rather  in  the  shape  of  horns  with  a  little  rudi- 
mentary part  at  their  base,  resembling  that  of 
the  Crevecoeur  in 
the  upper  part ;  at 
any  rate,  this  is  the 
type  that  oue  meets 
with  most  fre- 
quently where 
Houdans  are  rear- 
ed in  large  num- 
bers. 

"Let  any  one 
take  a  hun'dred 
young  cockerels 
from  the  best  Hou- 
dan yards,  where 
the  parent  birds 
have  been  cocks 
with  cup  -  shaped 
combs:  well,  I  af- 
firm that  ninety  out 
of  a  hundred  will 
have  combs  more 
or  less  horn-shap- 
ed, and  that  a  very 
small  number  will 
have  t  h  e  m  cup- 
shaped.  The  ma- 
jority will  always 
tend  to  return  to 
the  general  and 
primitive  type  ; 
moreover,  if  you 
require  in  the  cock 
cup-shaped  spread- 
ing comb,  you  ne- 
cessarily lessen  the 
crest.which  is  then 
thrown  backward; 
and,  to  my  fancy,  a 
head  thus  formed 
is  not  so  graceful 
as  a  head  bearing 
a  larger  and  well- 
rounded  crest:  but 
this  consideration 
is  only  a  matter  of 
taste.    I  will  say 

no  more,  whilst  I  maintain  that  the  cup-shaped 


of  a  dark  color  at  the  base,  and  almost  white  at 
the  point ;  the  cheeks  red  and  f  ree  from  feathers ; 
the  legs  ought  to  be  neither  too  long  nor  too 
short  (averaging  4%  to  5  inches),  they  ought  to 
be  completely  bare  as  well  as  the  toes,  of  a  rose 
color  in  young  fowls  and  a  lightish  grey  in  adults. 
Nevertheless,  we  see  many  adults  keep  the  rose 
color,  which  adds  in  my  opinion,  to  their  quali- 
ties. The  foot  is  formed  of  five  toes.of  which  the 
two  behind  are  sometimes  separate,  sometimes 
joined  together  at  the  base,  but  it  is  preferable 
to  see  them  joined  at  the  base,  and  then  grow- 
ing in  the  form  of  a  very  open  V;  the  general 
build  of  the  body  is  large  and  well  rounded. 

"The  chickens  grow  very  fast,  and  may  weigh, 
at  the  age  of  four  months,  more  than  6%  lbs. ; 
this,  of  course,  depends  on  the  way  in  which 
they  are  reared  and  fed ;  but  the  kind  is  natur- 
ally given  to  fattening,  for  the  old  birds,  with 
moderate  feeding  attain  enormous  weights. 

"The  Houdan  hen  is  a  good  layer:  her  eggs  are 
fine,  and  weigh,  on  an  average,  nearly  2%  ozs.  As 
a  sitter  she  is  absolutely  useless.  Of  a  hardy 
constitution,  she  accommodates  herself  to  all 
countries.  The  chicks,  when  of  pure  breed,  are 
magnificent;  and  there  is  nothing  more  beauti- 
ful than  a  batch  of  150  gathered  together  at  the 
age  of  three  or  four  days,  marked  evenly  black 
and  white,  the  white  tinged  straw-color,  and 
on  the  head  a  little  crown,  looking  like  a  soft 
ball  on  the  head  of  a  baby.  The  effect  is  charm- 
ing. And  now  is  the  Houdan  breed  a  pure  primi- 
tive breed,  or  is  it  only  a  sub-breed?  When  did 
it  originate?  No  one  can  tell:  but  I  am  of  the 
opinion  of  many  who  think  that  it  comes  from  a 
cross. 


PAIR  TOITEOFSE  GEESE.   J.  K.  Brabazon,  Delavan,  Wis. 


"And  what  strengthens  me  in  this  opinion  is 
the  resemblance  of  its  principal  characteristics 
with  those  of  the  Cievecceurs,  the  Dorking,  and 
the  Paduan,  and  then  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
the  breed  pure ;  for  I  defy  any  one  to  select  out 
of  a  batch  of  one  hundred  pullets  more  than 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  fit  to  take  a  place  in 
a  severe  competition.  If,  then,  the  Houdan 
breed  takes  after  the  Crevecoeur,  the  Dorking. 
.  .  and  the  Paduan,  it  probably  enough  owes  to  its 
breeds  that  he  possessed, and  as  the  Houdan  cock  ancestors  the  following  characteristics:  the 
which  came  under  his  pencil  had  a  cup-shaped  I  crest,  whiskers,  beard  and  comb  to  the  Creve- 
comb,  here  is  this  single  solitary  cock  at  a  poul- !  cceur ;  the  five  toes  to  the  Dorking ;  and  its  plu- 
try  merchant's  in  Paris  serving  as  the  stereotype  !  mage  to  the  Paduan.  And  the  cup-shaped  comb, 


comb  is  the  exception,  and  that  if  we  seek  for 
the  rare  cases  of  a  breed  in  order  to  make  a  fancy 
or  a  fashion  we  go  from  the  right  path  and  lower 
the  standard. 

"Why  do  all  the  writers  agree  in  depicting  the 
comb  of  the  Houdan  cock  as  cup-shaped  rather 
than  horn-shaped?  Nothing  more  simple!  One 
day  M.  Ch.  Jacques  went  to  Vaugirard,  to  a 
poultry  merchant,  in  order  to  draw  the  different 


for  all  future  generations.  For  M.  Ch.  Jacques, 
who  is  deservedly  considered  the  ablest 
draughtsman  of  the  gallinaceous  race,  has  been 
copied,  in  his  drawings  and  descriptions,  by  the 
writers  on  the  breed. 

"Open  the  first  poultry  book  which  comes  to 
hand,  and  you  will  find  at  each  page  the  words, 
'M.  Ch.  Jacques  says.'  It  follows  that  out  of  the 
200  cocks  exhibited  at  the  Grand  Show  of  Paris 
the  jury  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  award  the  1st 
prizes,  while  the  exhibitors  leave  splendid  speci- 
mens at  home  which  lack  only  one  thing,  to  wit, 
a  comb  fashioned  after  the  style  of  M.  Ch.  Jac- 
ques. But  to  go  on  with  the  general  description. 
The  crest,  evenly  composed  of  white  and  black 
feathers,  ought  to  be  in  the  hen  large  and  well 
rounded  on  the  sides  and  at  the  back,  while  in 
the  cock  it  is  generally  not  so  large  and  thrown 
backwards,  since  the  comb  embraces  the  whole 
head ;  the  ear-lobes,  small  and  white  are  hidden 
under  the  thick  and  long  whiskers ;  the  beard 
ought  to  be  large,  long,  well  separated  from  the 
neck,  and  increasing  in  size  as  it  recedes  from 
the  beak,  which  is  short,  strong,  slightly  curved, 


whence  conies  it  ? 


Toulouse  Geese. 

The  illustration  is  one  sent  us  by  Mr.  J.R. 
Brabazon,  Delavan,  Wis.,  who  breeds  nearly  all 
kinds  of  land  and  waterfowls,  thus  enabling  him 
to  supply  anything  that  may  be  required.  Last 
year  he  took  the  first  premium  for  Langshan  at 
the  Chicago  show,  and  secures  quite  a  fair  share 
of  the  prizes  at  the  numerous  State  fairs  in  the 
different  sections  of  the  West. 


Murder  in  Advance  Again, 

Mr.  Felch  conies  out  in  a  reply  to  the  article 
in  June  Poultry  Keeper,  headed  "Murder  in 
Advance,"  to  which  we  particularly  call  atten- 
tion. He  says: 

"That  is  just  what  we  want.  In  99  cases  in  100 
an  article  does  not  appear  just  as  the  writer  in- 
tended it  should,  and  Bro.  Jacobs,  iu  his  mur- 


derous intent,  is  doing  much  for  the  cause  in 
that  if  he  will,  with  watchfulness,  point  out  all 
these  omissions,  the  committee  to  whom  all 
these  reports  on  breeds  are  to  go  for  corrections 
and  harmony  will  have  very  little  to  do.  But  if 
nothing  is  to  be  understood ;  if  we  cannot  take 
for  granted  a  thing  that  always  applies,  then 
certainly  we  shall  have  critics  by  the  scores. 

"Now,  Friend  Jacobs,  you  let  Felch  and  every 
other  writer  alone, and  look  over  every  standard 
proposed,  and  point  out  all  the  omissions  which 
have  occurred  by  a  writer's  mind  running  faster 
than  his  pen,  as  well  as  those  skipped  by  the 
typo  in  seeing  up  the  article,  then,  so  far  as 
Felch  is  concerned,  remember  that  he  writes 
such  an  abominable  hand  that  every  typo  should 
be  excused  if  he  made  Felch  to  say  no  where  he 
means  yes.  If  you  will  do  this  then  you  will  do 
more  to  help  the  A.  P.  A.  in  the  next  revision 
than  any  friend  the  society  has.  I  thank  you 
for  the  fact  of  omission  shown,  which  any  sensi- 
ble informed  man  on  the  breed  sees,  and  while 
it  may  be  better  and  smoother,  yet  it  would  not 
make  the  slightest  difference  in  its  application. 

"While  there  is  not  a  person  that  lives  but  who 
knows  there  are  feathers  on  the  head  of  a 
cock  bird,  it  may  be  necessary  for  men 
like  Jacobs,  before  the  sentence  could 
be  understood,  to  have  between  the  words 
"skull"  and  "color"  the  word  "plumage".  It 
certainly  was  not  needed  to  make  even  the 
novice  understand  the  sentence,  but  the  leaving 
out  of  the  face  and  describing  its  color,  was  a 
matter  of  more  consequence.  His  comparison 
of  cutting  the  hen  unless  her  eye  was  dull  is 
contrary  to  all  rules.  If  the  eye  be  bay  then 
surely  it  couV  not 
be  cut,  and  the 
word  bright  was 
left  out  as  immate- 
rial as  compared 
to  a  male  eye, 
which  is  larger  and 
brighter,  and 
should  be  same  as 
we  say  "beak  and 
-  legs  yellow,"  so 
long  as  they  be 
fairly  yellow,  the 
brightness  being 
immaterial,  for 
they  change  dur- 
ing the  season. 
Now,  as  to  color, 
there  is  just  that 
difference.  The 
medium  colored 
males  are  much 
lighter  in  the 
ground  color,  and 
the  bars  less  dis- 
tinct and  intense 
than  in  the  female, 
and  the  difference 
in  appearance  as 
indicated.  Brother 
Jacobs  are  your  P. 
Rock  hens  the 
same  apparent  col- 
or as  your  cocks, as 
seen  in  your  yards? 
We  must  describe 
them  as  they  ap- 
pear in  each  sec- 
tion. No  clause  on 
color  will  be  found 
to  apply  to  both 
male  and  female, 
not  even  to  back 
and  breast  alike. 

"You  just  write 
out  the  color  of 
your  flocks,  and  let  us  have  a  hustle  at  your 
standard,  and  then  see  if  the  "plumage"  don't 
fly.  If  you  describe  the  males  and  females  both 
alike  vou  are  in  for  it  sure.  Just  for  once  vou 
take  the  position  of  a  standard  maker,  and  let 
us  be  the  critic." 

Mr.  Felch  forgets  that  he  once  claimed  that 
when  Standard  P.  Rocks  are  used  for  breeding 
the  progeny  will  "match  in  the  show  room"  and 
that  the  colors  will  be  uniform.  The  trouble 
with  his  Standard  which  we  criticized  was  that 
it  did  not  describe  except  imperfectly,  and  he 
said  it  would  not  admit  of  flexibility.  We  ac- 
cept his  proposition,  and  suggest  a  Plymouth 
Rock  Standard  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


Proposed  Standard  for  Plymouth  Rooks, 

We  give  a  suggestion,  In  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Felch,  of  a  Standard  for  Plymouth 
Rocks.  Where  the  male  and  female  can  be  de- 
scribed alike  we  have  done  so.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve any  bird  ought  to  be  disqualified  unless  it 
is  a  cross  or  of  a  breed  foreign  to  the  one  de- 
scribed, hence  a  comb  other  than  single,  on 
Plymouth  Rocks,  or  feathered  legs,  denote  im- 
purity. 

Disqualifications.— Comb  other  than  single; 
f en t li a r6ii  Ig^s 

Severe  Defects.— Legs  other  than  yellow ;  white 
iu  earlobes;  side  sprigs  on  combs;  lopped 
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combs:  deformity  of  any  kind:  twisted  feath- 
ers in  wings  or  tails;  splashes  of  white,  black 
cr  any  color  in  plumage:  absence  of  sickle 
feathers  in  cocks;  evidences  of  feathers  having 
been  pulled  out. 

Plumage.— Each  feather  evenly  and  regularly 
crossed  with  bars  of  white  and  black,  alternate- 
ly, without  the  colors  shading  into  each  other, 
the  whiter  the  white  bars,  and  the  blacker  the 
black  bars,  the  better. 

Head.—Ot  size  proportionate  with  body ;  beak 
yellow,  short,  stout,  and  curved ;  eyes  bay  color, 
large  and  clear. 

Comb—  Red,  single,  small,  straight,  with 
•small  serrations. 

Wattles.— Red,  rounded. 

Earlobes.— Red. 

Neck.— Of  length  corresponding  with  body, 
tapering;  that  of  the  cock  arched. 

Back.— Bro;id,  length  corresponding  with 
body.  Saddle  feathers  abundant  on  cock. 
Slightly  cushioned  on  hen  from  centre  of  back 
to  tail." 

Breast.— Broad,  full  and  deep. 

Body.—  Broad,  deep  and  compact. 

Wings.— Folded  closely.  Of  size  correspond- 
ing to  body,  In  cock,  wing-bows  and  points 
covered  by  the  breast  and  saddle  feathers. 

Tail.— Short,  full  and  upright.  Sickle  feathers 
short  and  curved. 

Flvff.— Abundant. 

Thighs.— Strong. 

Shanks.— Yellow  in  color ;  heavy  in  bone;  in 
length  corresponding  to  body. 

Toes.— Straight,  and  in  color  yellow. 

The  term  "  corresponding  with  body "  is 
measured  by  the  symmetry  of  the  bird.  Only 
feathered  legs,  or  combs  other  than  single, 
disqualify,  as  such  defects  denote  impurity  of 
the  breed.  The  terms  "medium,"  "well," 
"rather,"  "moderately,"  etc.,  are  avoided  as 
much  as  possible.  The  male  and  female  are  de- 1 
scribed  alike  in  plumage,  but 
are  not  compelled  to  match  in 
color.  Such  expressions  as 
"head  carried  well  up"  are 
left  out  as  superfluous,  as  all' 
birds  carry  their  heads  up.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  say 
"breast-bone  straight,"  as 
It  is  a  deformity— if  other- 
wise. The  term  "wings  fold- 
ed" is  equal  to  "well  folded 
against  the  body''  as  they  can- 
not be  folded  against  any 
thing  but  the  body.  Thighs 
"strong"  covers  all  that  is  in 
the  present  standard.  Shanks 
"heavy  in  bone"  takes  in  all 
that  is  needed,  and  calls  for 
stouter  hens.  "Toes  straight 
and  strong,  medium  length, 
well  spread,"  are  superfluous. 
They  are  strong  and  well 
spread  in  all  fowls.  Such  is 
not  called  for  in  other  breeds.  "Fluff  abundant" 
is  sufficient,  as  fluff  is  soft  without  necessarily  so 
stating.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  "thighs  cov- 
ered with  soft  feathers,"  as  all  birds  are  covered 
on  the  thighs.  We  now  give : 

Symmetry  .-The  shape  and  appearance  of  the 
bird  when  all  its  parts  are  adjusted  as  harmon- 
iously, (and  comparatively),  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  breed,  as  possible. 

s  nLei9ht\T^°^\f^ ,b?-  5  hen-  8  l°s- :  cockerel, 
8  lbs.;  pullet,  6H  lbs.;  deducting  one  point  for 
every  half  pound  deficit. 

MS  °f  Points  -Symmetry,  10;  weight,  10; 
condition,  4;  head,  3;  comb.  3;  wattles,  3;  ear- 
lobes,  3;  neck,  6;  wings,  6;  tail,  4;  fluff,  3;  legs, 
5;  toes.  2;  breast,  18;  body,  20.  Total,  100. 

ifemnj-fcs.— Birds  must  match  in  the  show 
room  the  same  as  when  mated  for  breeding  pur- 
ofoverfU  includes  disease,  filth,  injury, 

Now  criticize.  We  have  aimed  for  practical 
value  as  well  as  for  the  show  room,  and  we  have 
made  no  distinction  between  male  and  female 
other  than  the  requirements  of  sex.  If  not  as  it 
should  be,  this  proposal,  at  least,  gives  male  and 
female  the  same  eyes,  beaks,  legs,  etc.,  and  com- 
pels them  to  be  bred  as  near  alike  as  possible. 
The  size  of  earlobes,  wattles  and  comb  cannot 
be  described,  as  "medium,"  etc.,  denotes  neither 
length  nor  breadth. 

Heavy  Laying— Mr.  W.  C.  Thayer,  1354 
Euclid  Avenue,  Cleveland,  O.:  "I  have  four 
Silver-spangled  Haniburgs  which,  for  four  weeks 
in  March,  layed  an  egg  each  day,  or  112  eggs 
from  four  hens,  in  four  weeks."  [A  good  record. 
—Ed.] 


Mr.  Stoddard  Replies, 


Referring  to  our  allusions  to  the  fact  that  he 
advertised  the  Standard  as  a  guide,  and  yet 
denounced  it,  Mr.  Stoddard,  in  the  American 
Poultry  Yard,  says :' 

The  Standard  can  be  greatly  improved.  Er- 
rors can  be  weeded  out.  Until  it  is  revised,  how- 
ever, although  it  may  be  a  failure  and  an  abor- 
tion as  a  scientific  work  and  outrage  a  respectable 
sense  of  system  and  order,  it  remains  the  only 
work  giving  an  authoritative  statement  of  the 
requirements  of  exhibition  fowls  in  this  country, 
and  the  breeder  who  attempts  to  get  along  with- 
out it  will  rival  the  Poultry  Keepek  in  foolish- 
ness. The  Standard,  so  long  as  fowls  are  judged 
by  a  printed  standard,  is  a  necessity  to  any  one 
who  expects  to  breed  or  show  exhibition  fowls. 
Without  it,  though  it  may  have  as  many  errors 
as  the  seashore  has  grains  of  sand,  no  man  can 
expect  to  win  success  in  breeding  or  exhibiting 
fowls.  If  the  Poultry  Keeper  would  discover 
this  fact,  it  would  make  a  discovery  of  some 
value  to  itself  and  of  great  use  to  its  misguided 
readers.  Because  the  Standard  is  not  perfect 
we  ought  not  to  offer  it  for  sale  even  though  it  is 
the  only  guide  poultrymen  can  procure!  Why, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  even  the  authorized  version  of  the 
Bible  itself  was  not  perfect  and  it  had  to  be 
"revised."  Would  you  condemn  the  booksellers 
and  Bible  societies  for  circulating  it  during  all 
the  years  previous  to  its  revision? 

We  admit  that  he  advertised  and  sold  it,  as 
any  other  publisher  would  have  done  under  the 
circumstances,  but  he  has  persistently  condemn- 
ed the  Poultry  Keeper  for  finding  and  point- 
ing out  errors,  which  he  acknowledges  are  there. 
Booksellers  who  sell  the  Bible  do  not  denounce 
it.  but  defend  it  against  attack.  He  calls  atten- 


How  Best  to  Ventilate. 

We  receive  numerous  letters  on  ventilation, 
but  the  following  from  Mr.  Josiah  Zimmerman, 
Clyde,  Ohio,  prompts  us  to  give  a  reply  suitable 
to  all.  He  says: 

"I  think  an  article  on  ventilation  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  readers  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  have  read  several  times  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper  where  you  say  top  ventilation 
is  the  cause  of  fowls  taking  cold  and  roup.  I  do 
not  see  how  you  figure  out  that  top  ventilation 
causes  more  of  a  draught  on  the  chickens  than 
ventilation  from  below." 

In  our  October  issue  we  illustrated  a  plan  of 
ventilation.  A  tube  or  flue  beginning  within  a 
few  inches  of  the  floor  draws  up  the  impure  air, 
while  an  opening  at  the  top  allows  the  air  to 
blow  down  into  the  poultry  house.  It  is  well 
enough  to  have  an  opening  at  thetop  for  summer 
use,  but  it  must  be  opened  according  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  wind.  Cold  draughts  down  on  the 
fowls  at  night  always  affect  them.  In  winter 
we  find  all  we  can  do  to  keep  the  ventilation  out 
without  trying  to  let  the  air  in. 


group  of  wyandottes. 
tion  to  another  matter,  however,  which  we  can- 
not allow  to  pass,  by  saying: 

The  Poultry  Yard  has  printed  in  one  week  a 
greater  number  of  pertinent  and  wholesome 
suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Standard 
than  the  Poultry  Keeper  ever  printed  in  two 
years.  There's  where  the  shoe  pinches  the 
Poultry  Keeper  man  who  has  given  his  read- 
ers destructive  criticism  in  large  doses,  but  of 
constructive  criticism  hardly  a  line.  Growl  and 
snarl  at  the  Standard,  growl  and  snarl,  but  never 
the  slightest  suggestion  towards  a  better  Stand- 
ard! 

It  is  true  that  the  Poultry  Yard  has  printed 
more  suggestions  than  we,  and  ably,  too,  but  so 
it  did  before  the  former  revision.  We  well  re- 
member, too,  its  surprise,  that  "only  a  few 
changes  were  made,"  although  suggestions  were 
invited  by  the  Poultry  Yard  from  others.  And 
we  venture  to  assert  that  suggestions  will  not 
be  noticed  by  all  the  committees,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  any  suggestions  from  us  would  be  use- 
less. 


Mr.  Johnson's  Wyandottes. 

The  cut  of  Wyandottes  is  from  Mr.  G.  M.  T. 
Johnson,  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  who  is  well  known 
as  the  author  of  the  book  "Profits  in  Poultry," 
which  has  had  a  very  extensive  sale  in  all  por- 
tions of  the  country.  He  breeds  not  only  Wyan- 
dottes, but  Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks,  and 
others,  and  has  been  in  the  business  for  many 
years,  thus  enabling  him  to  bring  into  the  busi- 
ness not  only  experience  in  serving  customers, 
but  also  a  knowledge  of  what  a  good  bird  should 
be. 


Dressed  Poultry  in  the  Boston  Market. 

We  prepared  an  article  relating  to  the  proper 
preparation  of  poultry  for  the  Boston  market, 
but  after  it  was  in  type  the  law  relating  to 
dressed  poultry  was  altered,  and  the  two  items 
got  into  the  same  issue.  However,  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son,  Bos- 
ton, will  set  the  matter  right.  They  write  us: 
"We  fear  we  have  mixed  you  all  up  in  some 
way,  and  hasten  to  set  you 
right  before  somebody  pitches 
into  you  for  an  explanation. 
In  May  P.  K.,  page  217  you 
say  "how  to  prepare  poultry 
for  Boston"  that  is  all  right, 
and  in  accordance  with  the 
new  law  approved  March  18, 
1887.  Then  on  page  219  you 
say  "how  to  ship  for  Boston 
market"  and  exactly  contra- 
dict what  you  say  on  page  217. 
The  new  law  merely  says 
"properly  dressed  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  crop  and  entrails" 
says  nothing  about  removing 
the  head,  and  that  is  the 
strong  point  which  we  Boston 
folks  have  been  fighting  for  so 
long.  Your  directions  on  page 
219  say  "removal  of  the  entire 
head"  which  is  now  wrong,  as 
the  head  is  left  on." 

Hence,  it  will  be  noticed 
that  poultry  fcr  Boston  must 
have  the  contents  of  the  crop, 
and  entrails,  removed,  but  the 
/leads  are  not  removed.  In 
New  York  and  Philadelphia 
the  poultry  need  be  only  dry  picked,  heads,  feet 
and  entrails  remaining,  but  the  crops  should  be 
empty. 


mm 


Unscientific  Scienoe. 


Whenever  a  "Prof."  speaks  people  take  off  their 
hats.  The  last  item  going  the  rounds  is  the  fol- 
lowing, which  the  "Profs."  give  out  as  science: 

In  the  bulletin  of  the  Tennessee  Board  ol 
Health  attention  is  called  to  a  condition  of  the 
egg,  little  known,  which  considerably  impairs 
its  sanitary  value  as  an  article  of  food.  Soon 
after  it  became  the  practice  to  transport  eggs  in 
large  quantities  and  to  long  distances  by  rail- 
way trains,  it  was  found  on  their  arrival  that 
adhesions  had  taken  place  between  the  mem- 
branes of  the  yelk  and  those  of  the  shell  so  that 
the  yelk  could  not  be  turned  out  of  the  shell  un- 
broken. On  examination  by  experienced  path- 
ologists this  was  found  to  be  the  result  of  true 
inflammation ;  the  material  of  the  adhesion  was 
found  to  be  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the 
plastic  exudation  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
or  bowels.  Thus,  structureless  and  unorganized 
as  it  seems,  the  egg,  even  fresh  laid,  is  a  living 
being  and  capable  of  disease  from  external 
causes,  the  cause  of  this  inflammation  being  un- 
doubtedly the  shaking  and  friction  from  the 
motion  of  the  cars,  necessarily  rendering  the 
egg  more  or  less  unhealthy,  as  the  products  of 
inflammation  can  never  be  as  salutary  in  food 
as  those  of  healthy  growth. 

But  we  poor  chicken  fellows  would  say  that 
the  eggs  were  stale  before  they  were  sent,  and 
that  the  yelks  had  first  begun  to  adhere  previous 
to  decomposition,  as  they  always  do,  journey  or 
no  journey.  What  these  scientific  fellows  really 
discovered  was  that  the  yelk  adheres  to  the 
shell,  and  that  eggs  become  rotten.  Wonderful 
discovery. 
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What  Our  Back  Numbers  Contain. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  may  wish 
back  numbers  (five  cents  each)  we  mention  the 
following  main  .articles,  in  addition  to  other  val- 
uable matters: 

November,  1886— All  about  Roup,  nearly  two 
pages  to  roup  alone. 

December,  1886.— All  about  Cholera.  Two 
pages. 

January.  1887.— Canonizing,  with  illustrations 

February.  1887.— The  Prices  of  Broilers  for  the 
whole  vear.  Also  of  Turkeys,  Ducks,  Geese, 
Eggs,  etc. 

March,  1887.— All  about  Gapes 

April,  1*7.— Poultry  Houses— 26  illustrations. 

May,  18S7  — All  about  Turkeys— two  pages. 

June.  1887— Poultry  Houses,  Brooders,  Foun- 
tains. Incubators,  etc.— over  20  illustrations. 

July.  18h7.— How  to  Make  an  Incubator— illus- 
trated 


Selling  Broilers  in  Boston. 

The  Boston  market  holds  on  somewhat  later 
than  New  York,  and  though  we  could  not  get  the 
information  before  our  readers  sooner,  we  will 
state  that  m  July  Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Son. 
48  and  49  Chatham  street  Boston,  advertised  in 
the  Poultry  Keeper  for  1500  broilers  per  week, 
and  offer  to  send  quotations  to  all  interested.  In 
order  to  let  our  readers  know  more  about  the 
Boston  market  we  take  the  fallowing  from  the 
circular  issued  by  Messrs.  Rudd: 

"We  are  receiving  so  many  letters  in  reference 
to  dressed  poultry,  that  it  is  impossible  to  reply, 
and  we  have  therefore  prepared  the  following 
circular  to  anticipate  all  inquiries,  trusting  it 
will  give  the  desired  information    We  can  use 
all  the  chickens  you  can  send  us.  Ship  any  day 
except  Saturday,  and  promptly  notify  us  of  ship- 
ment.  See  that  the  animal  lieat  is  "entirely  out 
before  packing,  or  they  will  surely  spoil  In 
most  cases,  ship  by  express— and  for  any  con- 
siderable distance,  pack  in  ice.  Pack  in  clean 
boxes  or  barrels,  using  neither  paper  nor  straw, 
and  if  well  iced,  they  can  be  on  road  50  hours 
without  injury.  Jersey  and  Philadelphia  chick- 
ens can  be  shipped  by  fast  freight  from  New- 
York,  via  Stonington  Line,  at  35  cents  percwt. 
From  the  West  ship  per  American  Express  Co 
Broilers  should  weigh  not  less  than  ly..  nor  over 
33^  pounds  per  pair.  Roasters  5  pounds  and  up- 
wards per  pair  We  use  broilers  the  year  round, 
but  mostly  from  middle  February  to  middle  No- 
vember.   Tlirough  July  and  August  four  of  our  i 
customers  alone  use  from  1200  to  loon  pairs  per  I 
week :  so  you  need  not  fear  overstocking  the 
market    Green  ducks  should  be  killed  at  10 
weeks  old,  and  weigh  not  less  than  8  pounds  to  j 
pair,  and  upward  "The  larger  and  fatter  they  i 
are,  the  better  price  they  bring.   Neither  chick  i 
ens  norducks  need  be  headed  nor  drawn;  simply 
bleed  them  m  mouth,  and  pick  clean.   When  | 
dressing  ducks,  leave  feathers  on  tips  of  wings, 
and  tie  wings  to  body  to  keep  in  goon  shape.  All  i 
poultry  should  be  without  food  twelve  hours  be- 
fore being  killed,  that  their  crops  may  be  entirely 
empty.  We  will  not  receive  anything  scalded. 
Live  poultry  wanted  only  from  middle  of  April 
to  middle  of  November.  They  will  shrink  more 
or  less  during  shipment:  don't  crowd  too  many  i 
together,  or  some  will  die." 

The  above  gives  full  information  of  how  to  ship, 
the  proper  time,  the  freight  rates,  and  other  i 
matters  relating  thereto. 

How  the  Express  Pirates  Work. 

Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ludlow.  Yonkers.  N.  Y  ,  sent 
us  a  letter,  which  has  unavoidably  been  delayed 
in  appearing,  but  which  makes  a  very  strong 
case  against  the  monopolistic  express  companies 
which  is  not  very  flattering.  We  leave  Mr. 
Ludlow  to  state  the  matter  in  his  own  words. 
He  says: 

Early  in  November.  T  marie  an  exchange  of 
cockerels  with  a  fancier  in  Cortland.  N.  Y."The 
exchange  did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  either 
side  (as  is.  unhappily,  not  seldom  the  case  with 
exchanges) :  and  as  the  Cortland  fancier  con- 
demned my  bird  severely.  I  wrote  to  him  to  re- 
turn my  cockerel,  and  I  promptly  shipped  his 
own  bird  back  to  him.  through  the  Express.  My 
cockerel,  however,  was  not  sent  back  to  me. and 
some  days  later  1  received  information  from  the 
Cortland  express  office  that  the  coop  containing 
the  other  man's  bird  had  been  refused  by  him. 
I  immediately  sent  instructions  to  return  this 
coop  to  me  without  delay,  w  hen  I  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  all  express  charges.  The  coop  did 
not  come  back:  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  the 
matter  until  December  8,  nearly  a  month  after 
shipment,  when  I  received  a  more  or  less  polite 
notice,  from  the  Express  Co..  that  if  I  did  not 
pay  the  expressage  on  this  undelivered  and  un- 
returned  coop,  the  company  would  ship  no  more 
fowls  for  me.  Whatever  value  this  bird  may 
»ave  had  when  entrusted  to  the  Express  Co..  ft 
*=  ~;]ear  that  after  having  been  kept  for  a  month 
<n  a  small  coop,  originally  fitted  and  designed 
for  a  journey  of  less  than  two  days,  there  is  not 
one  chance  in  leu  that  he  can  now  be  worth  a 


red  cent.  The  express  people  deliberately  dis- 
regarded my  instructions  to  return  the  bird  to 
me,  and  are  thus  wholly  to  blame  for  ruining 
him.  I  give  this  simply  as  an  instance  of  the 
piratical  treatment  wnich  the  American  poultry- 
men  must  expect  to-day  from  certain  express 
companies,  which  force  him  to  sign  before 
they|  will  accept  his  fowls  for  shipment,  a 
contract  setting  forth  that  the  companies  are 
not  to  be  held  liable  for  any  loss  or  damage 
to  the  property,  even  if  such  loss  result  from  the 
negligence,  gross  or  otherwise,  of  the  company's 
employes.  The  provision  is  outrageous :  and  the 
license  of  carelessness  and  cruelty  to  helpless 
animals  often  taken  under  it  is  outrageous  in 
proportion,  and  particulary  outrageous  in  view 
of  the  excessive  and  ruinous  double  rates  asked 
for  transportation.  Poultry  fanciers  will  certainly 
further  their  ow  n  welfare  by  declining  to  deal, 
whenever  possible,  with  such  companies,  and 
with  all  others,  which,  like  them,  force  them  to 
give  fulllicense  tothe  companiestomaltreatand 
destroy  their  property.  Surely  no  sane  man 
will,  if"he  can  avoid  it,  entrust  his  business  to 
agents  who  manifest  no  sense  of  moral  responsi- 
bility, and  pledge  themselves  behind  a  contract 
executed  in  due  form  of  law,  though  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  equity,  against  the  legal"  re- 
sponsibility for  their  own  acts  which  is  justly 
incumbent' on  them. 

We  leave  out  the  name  of  the  company  for 
reasous  well  known,  but  as  common  earners  we 
believe  their  power  can  be  lessened,  as  they  are 
compelled  to  do  business  without  discrimination 
But  the  poultrymen  are  helpless  We  have  no 
National  association,  are  unorganized,  and  our 
only  consolation  is  in  the  protest 


Myers  gets  but  few  eggs  is  that  the  hens  are  too 
fat.  And  even  if  the  hens  lay  the  eggs  will  not 
hatch  well,  while  the  few  chicks  he  may  get  will 
be  weak.  He  feeds  three  times  a  day,  with  corn 
and  wheat  twice  a  day.  We  have  many  similar 
inquiries,  but  the  answer  is— too  much  fat. 


A  Pew  Questions  About  the  Inonbator. 

Mr.  A. H.  Tyler,  Big  Springs,  (no  State)  asks 
us  to  answer  the  following  questions,  which  are 
numbered  for  convenience  of  reply.  He  says. 

1.  Do  von  think  it  would  be  an  improvement 
to  make  the  cement  thicker  around  the  tank  ? 

2.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  to 
have  two  tanks,  one  above  and  one  beneath,  and 
have  them  connected  by  tubes  on  each  side  ? 

3.  Would  it  not  be  an  improvement  to  have  the 
space  for  the  egg  drawer  five  inches  instead  of 
four  ? 

4.  What  is  the  cause  of  so  many  dead  chicks? 
Is  it  too  much  moisture  ? 

1  If  you  mean  "solder"  for  cement,  we  see  no 
advantage  in  having  it  thicker. 

2.  We  do  not,  as  there  would  be  a  difference  in 
temperature  of  the  water  in  the  two  tanks  unless 
a  lamp  be  used. 

3.  Five  is  not  too  much,  but  the  greater  the 
distance  the  eggs  are  from  the  tank  the  hotter 
the  water  must  be, as  more  heat  will  be  required. 

4.  If  too  much  moisture  be  given  at  first  the 
chick  grows  too  large  to  stay  m  and  he  is  not 
developed  enough  to  come  out,  hence  dies  for 
want  of  room.  We  think  the  better  plan  is  to 
give  but  very  little  moisture  the  first  week,  in- 
creasing it  gradually  until  the  14th  day,  when 
too  much  cannot  then  be  given.  Just  as  the  eggs 
begin  to  pip  spray  them  (not  sprinkle)  twice  a 
day,  with  water  at  a  temperature  of  110.  Then 
shut  the  egg  drawer  before  the  water  can  coo^ 
and  do  not  open  it  until  chicks  are  hatched. 


Too  Much  Fat, 


Nearly  all  the  ailments  we  hear  of  may  be 
traced  to  the  one  of  two  causes— overfeeding  or 
lice  We  are  prompted  to  allude  to  this  matter 
by  the  following  letter  from  Mr  C.  A.  Myers, 
Quincy.  111.,  who  says: 

I  want  to  ask  your  valuable  paper  two  or  three 
questions.  I  hacl  a  Wyandotte  hen  that  wanted 
to  set ;  I  shut  her  up  in  a  coop  two  days ;  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day  I  took  her  and  put  her 
on  the  roost  with  the  other  hens.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  found  her  dead.  What  was  the  cause  of 
her  death?  Mv  chickens  are  all  healthy  and 
doing  well.    Why  don't  my  eggs  hatch  better? 
I  have  one  pen  of  Wyandottes  and  one  pen  of 
Plvmouth  Rocks  that  I  am  breeding  from,  but 
onlv  from  three  to  seven  eggs  hatch  out  of  a  set- 
ting.  For  food  I  give  my  chickens  in  the  morn- 
ing wet  crackers,  for  noon  and  night  I  give  them 
corn  and  wheat.  I  give  them  plenty  of  gravel, 
and  once  a  week  pounded  bones,  I  got  awful 
i  tired  waiting  for  the  Poultry  Keeper  this 
,  month,  or  rather  last  month,  but  I  received  it  on 
I  the  3d  day  of  this  month,  and  learned  the  cause 
of  its  delay,  and  it  is  a  good  cause,  but  I  don't 
'  think  you  can  better  the  Poultry  Keeper,  for 
|  it  can'  t 'be  beat  . 

The  Wyandotte  hen  was  very  fat,  and  as  all 
fat  hens  will  set,  whether  Leghorns  or  any  other 
breed,  (as  it  is  one  of  nature's  provisions)  she 
made  the  attempt,  but  died  of  pressure  of  blood 
ou  the  brain,  or  apoplexy.    The  reason  Mr. 


Bowel  Disease  in  Chicks, 

Mr.  E.  C.  Knight.  Toledo,  Chio,  writes  us  re- 
garding sore  heads  and  bowel  disease  in  chicks. 
He  says : 

"Chickens  in  our  neighborhood  have  the 
feathers  coming  off  around  their  heads.  It  is  not 
from  feather  pulling,  but  seems  a  contagious 
disease.  Can  you  give  me  any  help  for  them  ? 
Also,  what  will  cure  young  chicks?  The  bowel 
passage  gathers  on  the  feathers  and  skin  under- 
neath and  gets  sore.  Don't  let  my  paper  stop  as 
I  want  it  for  life." 

Now,  the  bowel  disease  troubles  many,  and  it 
is  worse  in  summer  than  in  winter,  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  warm  season  the  chicks  feather 
rapidly  from  the  start,  and  the  bowel  disease 
will  always  be  worse  with  those  that  feather  out 
the  quickest.  Feed  plenty  of  meat  and  ground 
bone.  That  is,  give  chopped  meat  once  a  day. 
Let  all  food  be  cooked  Keep  the  clucks  warm 
at  night.  The  sore  head  is  usually  caused  by  the 
large  grey  body  lice  Lice  will  also  cause  de- 
bility. In  chicks  debility  always  is  followed  by 
bowel  disease,  and  is  the  result  of  improper  food, 
lice,  colds,  or  rapid  feathering. 


Condition  Powders  and  Medicines. 

Mr.  Eugene  B.  Stork,  Chenango,  Texas,  at  our 
request,  sends  us  the  formula  of  the  "I.  X.  L. 
Poultry  Powders,"  and  gives  other  valuable  In- 
formation on  the  subject.  He  says: 

"Agreeable  to  promise  I  forward  for  March 
numtjer  the  recipe  of  'Our  Own'  1.  X.  L.  Poultry 
Powders.  The  formula  is:— Mustard  seed,  20; 
foenugreek  seed,  15:  ground  oyster  shell,  12; 
ground  bone,  8 ;  sage  and  glauber  salt,  each,  4; 
capsicum  pepper,  bayberry  bark,  chloride  of 
sodium,  ginger,  carbonate  of  iron,  silex.  magne- 
sia, alumina,  black  siilpliuret  antimony,  each, 
2;  ground  wheat  and  corn,  each,  10:  Asafoetida, 
1  (parts).  In  reply  tothe  question  of  Mrs.  J.W. 
Higgins,  of  Florida,  as  to  consumption  of  poultry 
and  tothe  answer  of  "Ed.,"  would  state  that 
consumption  attacks  fowls  on  the  Southern  sea 
coast  more  frequent  than  elsewhere,  on  account 
of  the  moist  atmosphere  and  salty  air  m  the 
almost  perpetual  summer  clime,  followed  by  very 
severe  changes  to  cold  -sudden  Northers.'  Ele- 
campane, blood  root  and  licorice  relieve  the 
congestion  in  the  breathing  organs,  gentian  and 
noil" are  anti-malerial  and  tonic,  while  sulphur 
alters  the  morbid  state  of  any  organ.  The  com- 
bination of  3  parts  of  each  (except  blood  root 
one-half  part)  is  one,  I  believe,  up  to  the  re- 
quirements of  this  disease  if  given  to  fowls  in 
small  doses  with  their  food  two  or  three  tunes 
a  day  or  as  much  as  will  lav  on  a  dime  for  each 
bird.  This  is  a  better  formula  than  Sheridan's, 
and  numerous  other  brands  of  worthless  so-called 
Condition  Powders.  I  will  forward  formula  for 
Insect  Powder,  to  be  dusted  in  the  nests,  and 
applied  in  solution  to  the  roosting  poles.  It  is 
notorious  that  very  much  of  the  Poultry. "Condi 
tion"— and  Insect  Powders  put  up  under  secrecy 
are  worthless  trash,  entirely  unfit  for  use 
Materials  such  as  oak  sawdust,  wood  ashes,  coal 
dust,  mustard  bran. and  such  like  trash,  in  large 
excess,  is  used  to  make  bulk  and  increase  profit. 
I  have  found  by  analysis,  thai  while  some  secret 
or  patented  powders  are  of  good  quality  and 
honest  make  yel  even  these  cost  the  retailer  or 
poultry  keeper  from  three  to  four  times  as  much 
as  they  should  cost  him.  Black  sulphuret  anti- 
mony is  an  important  ingredient  in  poultry  pow- 
ders! The  commercial  article  which  is  generally 
used  in  cheap  condition  powders  contains  no 
antimony  at  all.  but  is  a  worthless  mix- 
ture of  'stone  coal  and  ground  crockery.  I 
have  recently  received  the  analysis  of  a  pack- 
age which,  like  the  I.  X.  L..  had  its  formula 
printed  outside  representing  among  others 
'purest  needle  antimony."  The  package  was 
purchased  in  a  drug  store  at  .  and  was  for- 
warded by  the  Gerfnan  Consul  to  Dr.  I.iesegang, 
Elberfeld!  German  v,  who.  under  oath,  states  that 
it  is  nothing  but  stone  coal,  ground  crockery. and 
in  the  main'  largely  made  up  of  the  so-called  testa 
sern  sinipis.  or  hulls  of  mustard  seed,  the  only 
excuse  for  the  excessive  use  of  which  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  costs  next  to  nothing.  The  shameless 
pirates  w  ho  did  this  have  grown  rich  from  the 
quarters  for  trial  packages." 

The  above  valuable  letter  should  have  been  in 
earlier,  but  is  one  which  every  reader  should  pe- 
ruse who  is  interested  in  poultry  powders.  Mr. 
Stork  has  given  such  subjects  much  attentiow 
and  has  promised  to  again  oblige  our  reader 
We  regard  his  letter  as  one  of  the  most  valuable 
we  have  received.  Let  every  subscriber  read  it. 


1887. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


269 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


He  Defends  the  Perfect. 

G.  C.  MAHON.  PLAINFIELD,  N.  I. 

Regarding  Mr.  Abbott's  letter  in  November 
number  concerning  tlie  "Perfect  Hatcher"  and 
your  remarks  thereon  I  would  lil<e  to  give  a  few 
facts.  Before  I  bought  an  incubator  I  spent 
about  six  months  investigating  the  merits  of  the 
different  makes,  and  after  careful  examination 
of  the  results  obtained  bv  each  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  "Perfect"  was  the  best.  I 
have  probably  seen  more  "Perfects"  being  run 
than  any  one  not  a  dealer  or  manufacturer.  I 
will  further  say  that  I  paid  full  price  for  mine, 
got  no  discounts  off,  would  not  know  the  manu- 
facturers should  I  meet  them  in  the  street,  never 
sold  any  machines  for  them  nor  made  any 
commissions  out  of  them,  consequently  I  am 
disinterested.  I  have  two  machines,  one  a 
728  egg  one.  the  other  320.  I  have  run  the 
"Perfect"  now  for  two  years.  Have  hatched 
as  high  as  94  per  cent,  of  fertile  eggs,  and  65  per 
cent,  when  a  lot  of  eggs  came  150  miles  in  Winter 
and  reached  me  when  the  mercury  was  10°  below 
zero.  When  I  have  eggs  costing  $5.00  per  setting 
I  entrust  them  to  the  Incubator  instead  of  my 
best  setting  liens,  even  when  I  give  the  chicks 
from  the  hatcher  to  hens  to  brood,  which  I  do 
with  all  mv  breeding  stock.  I  find  chicks  from 
hatcher  stronger  on  their  feet  at  3  days  old  than 
many  hatched  by  hens,  and  I  can  easily  under- 
stand "it  because  the  heat  and  moisture  never 
varies.  1  set  my  hatcher  X  capacity  at  start  and 
after  13  days  lower  the  1st  trays  and  set  the  other 
half.  When  the  lower  trays  (empty)  are  98°  the 
eggs  are  102°  caused  by  animal  heat  in  the  hatch- 
ing eggs,  and  the  ujiuer  eggs  are  102°  likewise. 
I  don't  see  that  this  is  hatching  at  a  low  temper- 
ature. It  is  the  proper  temperature  as  prescrib- 
ed by  Wright  and  other  well  read  poultry  authori- 
ties, and  if  any  one  wants  to  run  the.'-Perfect 
Hatcher"  successfully  that  is  the  proper  way  to 
run  it.  The  Company  suggests  the  above  way  as 
the/;es/  even  when  saying  the  whole  machine  may 
be  set  at  once,  but  1  see  no  advantage  and  every 
disadvantage  in  setting  the  whole  machine.  I 
also  not  merely  prerenfthe  water  pans  from  be- 
coming emptu  out  keep  them  brimming  full. 
That  conduces  to  producing  stronger  chicks.  I 
not  only  secure  fresh  fertile  eggs,  but  also  from 
stock  that  has'  not  been  inbred  for  a  long 
time.  1  have  seen  as  fine  clucks  (that  became 
fowls)  hatched  in  the  "Perfect"  as  ever  were 
raised  by  hens.  My  son  thirteen  years  old  can 
run  my  incubators' as  well  as  l  ean.  1  can  at- 
tend to  them  m  the  morning  (ten  minutes  to 
each  machine.)  and  go  to  either  New  York  or 
Philadelphia  and  not  look  at  them  again  till  9  or 
10  at  night.  1  can  adjust  my  thermostatic  bar 
so  that  whatever  the  thermometers  may  vary, 
whenever  I  look  at  them  the  temperature  is  al- 
ways 11)2°.  I  have  had  them  run  this  way  for 
weeks  and  never  altered  the  lever.  I  know  a 
number  of  parties  who  run  several  machines  in- 
cluding the  "Perfect,"  and  they  all  tell  me  they 

fet  the  best  results  from  the  "Perfect."  As 
have  no  grudge  against  any  other  machine,  I 
am  not  going  to  mention  the  names.  The 
"Perfect"  may  not  be  the  best  machine,  but 
I  have  never  seen  one  to  beat  it.  I  could 
have  bought  much  cheaper  ones,  but  if 
a  man  cannot  afford  to  buy  a  good  incubator 
he  had  better  use  hens.  I  would  as  soon  think 
of  buying  a  cheap  watch  to  catch  trains  by.  It 
Will  take  too  much  time  to  go  into  rearing  after 
hatching,  but  that  is  the  problem.  The  brooding 
is  the  nut  to  crack.  By  that  I  don't  mean  only 
the  brooder  (though  that  is  all  important). 
But  when  I  see  a  hen  raismgchicks  on  top  of  her 
hack  and  wings  then  I  will  beiieve  in  bottom 
heat.  I  have  been  through  that  racket.  Then 
another  very  important  thing  is  sunshine  in 
yourbroodinghor.se.  You  can't  raise  chicks  in 
quantities,  and  have  them  grow  and  develop 
without  sunshine.  I  could  raise,  thirteen  chicks 
in  a  bandbox  if  I  gave  my  whole  time  to  it,  in 
fact  make  a  hen  of  myself,  but  in  that  case 
I  should  use  my  "Dad's  old  dinner  pail"  for 
an  incubator,  and  should  not  expect  to  retire 
from  the  business  except  in  disgust.  But  to  raise 
them  in  quantities  to  make  them  pay,  one  not 
only  wants  a  good  incubator,  proper  biooder, 
plenty  of  sunshine  streaming  into  a  well-warmed, 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  perfectly  dry  house, 
with  such  warming  facilities  that  for  nearly  an 
hour  a  day  enough  pure,  outside  air  (not  drafts) 
can  come  in  without  running  your  temperature 
much  below  70°  (i.  e.,  in  the  house).  The  air  in 
the  brooder  should  be  about  90°,  if  it  strikes  the 
chicks  the  way  the  hen  imparts  it,  viz.,  all  over 
them,  not  having  their  feet  90°  and  their  heads 
and  backs  either  a  great  deal  more  or  possibly 
less.  You  can't  shut  chicks  up  for  nearly  three 
months  with  everything  else  11  Perfect  "  (except 
hatcher)  unless  they  can  daily  breathe  some 
lresh  air.  As  for  feeding,  there  are  so  many 
"Perfect"  and  Solomonic  rules  for  correct 
feeding  that  if  a  man  followed  all,  well  ! 
two  weeks  would  be  a  green  old  age 
for  some  to  reach.  To  me  it  seems  simply  this:  II 
you  intend  to  raise  chicks  in  an  unnatural 
way,  at  an  unnatural  season,  you  must  supply 
them  with  what  they  would  thrive  and  grow 
upon  when  raised  in  a  natural  season  and  way. 
I  only  started,  however,  to  give  my  experience 


with  the  "Perfect"  after  two  years'  trial.  Tf 
chicks  can't  be  raised  that  are  hatched  in  the 
"Perfect,"  then  in  the  words  of  Shakspearefsay 
to  artificial  incubation  "Go  to."  I  have  seen 
thousands,  and  next  February  or  March  invite 
any  sceptics  to  visit  mv  place  and  see  some  "Per- 
fect" chickens  with  their  umbilical  cords  in 
"Perfect"  harmony. 

[The  above  is  welcome,  as  we  believe  in  fair 
play  and  justice.  We  have  no  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  though  the  above  is  contrary  to 
opinions  expressed  by  others,  yet  Mr.  Mahon's 
experience  is  too  valuable  to  be  overlooked,  and 
his  letter  is  to  the  point.— Pp.] 

A  Case  for  Study, 

E.  W.  BIRNS.  HON ESDA  LE.  PA. 

I  send  you  to-day.  for  examination,  a  specimen 
found  in  the  abdomen  of  a  Plymouth  Rock  hen 
that  apparently  died  of  starvation,  or  at  least 
with  the  symptoms  of  starvation.  I  noticed 
about  two  weeks  previous,  that  she  was  droop- 
ing, and  found  that  she  was  very  light,  thin  in 
flesh  and  weak.  By  paying  close  attention  to 
her  for  a  few  days.  I  found  that  the  passages 
from  her  bowels  were  a  little  thinner,  greener, 
and  more  frequent  than  natural,  but  not  enough 
so  to  account  for  her  condition.  I  found,  also, 
that  soft  cooked  food  remained  an  undue  length 
of  time  in  the  crop,  as  though  there  was  some 
obstruction  to  its  farther  passage.  I  have  ex- 
amined the  gizzard  of  hens  that  had  been  kept 
for  a  long  time  without  a  supply  of  gravel,  or 
other  material  that  could  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  found  them  so  filled  with  the  hulls  and 
indigestible  portions  of  their  food  that  it  had 
precisely  this  effect.  I  thought  this  was  the  case 
here,  and  gave  gravel  with  chopped  meat,  and 
hoped  for  a  cure,  but  she  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  and  this  morning  I  found  her  dead  in 
the  coop.  1  opened  the  body  to  see  what  the 
trouble  was  and  found  the  mass  sent  you  lying 
directly  behind  the  gizzard,  on  the  floor  of  the 
abdominal  cavity.  The  intestines  were  mostly 
above  it,  but  some  of  them  were  more  or  less  sur- 
rounded by  it.  The  other  organs  were  apparently 
healthv.  This  mass  seems  to  be  a  cheesy,  leaf- 
like exudation,  folded  upon  itself  m  a  number  of 
folds,  and  conforming  in  shape  to  the  cavity 
which  contained  it.  I  have  wrapped  it  up  m  a 
cloth  to  keep  it  in  its  shape,  and  placed  it  m  a 
solution  of  chloral  hydrate  to  keep  it  from  spoil 
ing,  and  hope  it  will  reach  you  in  good  shape.  I 
have  kept  chickens  now  two  years  and  enjoy 
caring  for  them  very  much.  I  take  the  P.  K., 
and  find  it  more  interesting  than  a  novel,  but 
this  specimen  is  something  entirely  new  to  me, 
and  if  it  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  your  readers 
ami  yourself  would  be  glad  to  have  you  tell  us 
in  the  next  issue  of  your  journal  what  it  is,  or  in 
technical  phrase,  its  pathology. 

[We  must  admit  that  it  is  something  that  has 
never  before  come  under  our  observation,  and 
we  are  unable  to  explain  the  cause.  As  Mr. 
Burns  has  so  well  described  the  matter  we  will 
be  pleased  if  others  can  and  will  express  their 
opinions.— Ed.] 


About  the  Curious  Case. 

W.  C.  GRAY",  ROCHESTER.  N.  T. 

In  answer  to  Messrs.  Jones  Bros.,  875  Wabash 
Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich.,  —  "Curious  Case"  —  I 
would  state  in  brief :  That  the  difficulty  is  not 
with  the  pullet,  nor  with  the  hen  before  her,  but 
with  another  fowl  in  the  same  pen, which  is  seek- 
ing after  fresh  meat.  I  make  this  statement  in 
accordance  with  the  following  fact,  viz.-  During 
the  exhibition  of  the  Western  New  York  Poultry 
and  Pet  Stock  Association,  held  in  this  city,  last 
February,  we  discovered  a  hen  m  a  breeding 
pen  of  Black  Minorcas.  ow  ned  by  John  V.  Berry. 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  which  had  within  an  hour's 
time  been  opened  by  another  hen  in  the  same 
pen  from  the  vent  to  the  breast  bone,  a  space  of 
about  three  inches.  It  was  so  large  that  the  en- 
trails protruded.  Mr.  Gaylor,  the  Superintend- 
ent, sewed  the  wound  together,  anointed  it 
with  vassaline.  and'  to  all  appearances  the  hen 
suffered  no  inconvenience,  nor  lost  m  condition 
by  reason  of  the  wound.  As  a  matter  of  precau- 
tion, it  being  cold  weather,  the  hen  was  retained 
in  Rochester  for  two  weeks  before  being  sent 
home,  cured,  and  is  alive  and  well  to-day.  lor  all 
1  know  to  the  contrary.  After  removing  this  hen. 
the  cannibal  immediately  commenced  on  another 
one.  but  we  stopped  her  performance  by  putting 
her  in  a  coop  alone.  The  cause  of  this  was.  first, 
too  close  confinement;  second,  an  insufficient 
amount  of  animal  food,  although  the  hens  were 
all  fat,  as  is  generally  the  case  of  fowls  on  exhi- 
bition. For  further  information  call  on  Mr. 
Berry,  who  can  no  doubt  tell  if  the  cannibal  has 
Kept  up  her  vicious  practice. 

[Thanks  for  explanation,  which  is  highly  ap- 
preciated.— Ed.]  _  

It  Would  Hatch. 

MRS.  D.  11.  WYAND,  KKEM'SVILLE,  MARYLAND. 

Having  had  a  hot-water  incubator  made,  from 
directions  in  your  book  No.  2, 1  tried  it  first  year 


with  but  little  success.  The  fertile  eggs  all 
hatched,  but  either  could  not  get  out  of  shell  or 
came  out  weakly.  Last  winter  a  friend  sent 
hie  your  December  number  of  Poultry  Keeper, 
with  Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell's  directions  for  opera- 
ting incubators.  I  used  the  glass  tube  for  moist- 
ure recommended  by  him,  and  made  more  suc- 
cessful hatches  than  the  hens  did  at  the  same 
time.  The  second  hatch,  after  eggs  were  in  a 
week,  the  tank  sprung  a  leak  on  a  Saturday 
nieht.  Could  not  lfave  it  fixed  till  Monday. 
Piled  e;  gs  up  sat  pans  in  tocafch  water  (worry- 
ing about  spoiling  so  many  eggs,  at  high  price"). 
Monday  mechanics  came,  and  "for  three  or  four 
hours  had  to  keep  drawer  of  eggs  about  the  cook 
stove.  Then  I  replaced  rlieiii.and  waited  two 
weeks  in  suspense,  w hen  loltomy  surprise,  I 
got  the  best  hatch  I  ever  had— 85  nice  healthy 
chicks  out  of  1(;0  egrs.  We  made  a  brooder,wifli 
hot  water  tank  nuclei'  the  floor,  and  sheep  skin 
tacked  on  underneath  side  of  top.  with  cloth 
(slit)  cm  tain  all  round.  Did  not  lose  a  chick 
from  disease.  As  ihey  grew  larger,  had  to 
raise  biooder  higher,  (jot  a  little  too  high,  and 
smothered  some,  as  they  w  ill  pile  up  if  they  can. 
Last  year  had  trouble  from  leg  weakness.  This 
year/with  warm  fioor.  had  only  two  or  three  ; 
bathed  their  legs  in  warm  salt  water,  rubbed 
dry,  put  under  brooder,  and  in  a  couple  of  days 
were  well.  I  fed  a  viriety  of  food — corn  meal, 
bread,  dried  corn,  (cooked,  they  love  it.Jpota- 
toes,  (boiled,)  hominy,  (cooked.)  scraps  from 
table,  meat,  green  cabbage,  and  turnip  sprouts. 
For  watering  them  we  use  boltles  inverted,  with 
a  groove  cut  length  of  cork.  Tack  a  strap  round 
bottle  to  post,  and  turn  it  m  a  saucer  or  small 
dish.  In  this  way  they  cannot  make  themselves 
wet,  and  always  have  clean  water,  as  none  runs 
out  till  they  drink,  the  water  drops  from  cork,  to 
give  air  for  more  to  follow.  Used  alum  water  to 
mix  feed  right  often.  Some  say  the  incubator 
chickens  are  not  as  good  as  hens'  hatching.  I 
have  plenty  of  both  kinds  running  m  yard  to- 
gether, and  I  defy  any  one  to  pick  out  the  incu- 
bator chicks  from  the"  others.  Have  sold  quite  a 
good  many.  Got  42)4  cents  per  pound  for  first 
lot.  and  4()  cents  for  next  two  lots.  Am  very 
much  encouraged. 

[A  very  encouraging  letter.  The  moisture 
gauge  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell. 
West.  Elizabeth,  Pa.-En.] 


He  Wants  an  Explanation, 

A.  .1.  PEARSON.  SPICELAND,  INDIANA. 

I  have  been  reading  your  attacks  on  the  A.  P. 
A.,  and  the  standard,  for  some  time,  and  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  just  what  your  object  is  in  so  do 
ing.  Would  you  do  away  with  the  standard  alto 
aether  and  let  each  breeder  make  a  standard  of 
his  own.  or  do  you  want  a  new  A.  P.  A.,  and  a 
new  standard  ?  When  1  read  an  article  in  your 
paper,  likethe  one  in  the  condensed  correspond- 
ence of  Ihe  May  number,  from  Mr.  John  Marsh. 
Shobe,  Mo.,  m  which  he  says.  "I  have  bred  poul- 
try for  over  25  years,  and  never  bought  a  stand- 
ard," and  also  that  he  had  bred  all  the  leading 
breeds  and  von  say  that  "it  agrees  with  your 
views,"  it  bewilders  me.  Now  what  is  it  that 
agrees  with  vour  views,  the  breeding  of  all  the 
leading  breeds  without  a  standard,  or  the  combi- 
nation he  speaks  of.  or  that  he  makes  and  runs 
his  own  incubators,  or  that  the  A.  P.  A.,  is  a 
money  making  scheme?  It  looks  to  me  as  though 
vou  would  advocate  the  use  of  no  standard  at  all. 
Now  if  vou  were  wanting  thorough  bred  stock, 
would  vou  go  to  a  man  like  Mr.  Marsh  for  it  or 
would  Vou  go  to  some  reliable  breeder  that  has 
been  breeding  to  a  standard  of  some  kind? 
Please  to  make  yourself  a  little  clearer.  1  am 
ready  to  admit  that  there  are  defects  in  the 
present  standard,  but  when  you  agree  with  a 
man  that  uses  no  standard  at  all  1  don't  under- 
stand you. 

[By  reference  again  you  will  notice  that  Mr. 
M.  agrees  with  the  views  we  have  exjiressed 
Wo  should  prefer  that  one  should  breed  to  a 
standard,  but  no  one  has  as  yet  done  so.  as  we 
have  no  standard  that  one  can  use.  Mr.  Stod- 
dard himself,  who  advocates  it.  styles  it  an 
"abortion,"  and  under  its  conflicting  clauses  it 
is  impossible  to  use  it.  Mr.  M.  is  as  well  off  with- 
out one  as  are  those  with  the  present  Greek  non- 
descript—Ei>.] 

Will  They  be  Pure-Bred. 

.1.  C.  VANSCOTER.  DANSVILLE.  N.  Y. 

I  saw  an  inquirv  from  H.D.  C.  Rome,  Ga., 
which  I  can  answer,  and  thought,  perhaps,  my 
experience  might  do  him  and  others  some  good. 
He  says,  "1  have  a  fine  lot  of  Plymouth  Rocks, 
full  blood  ;  will  they  be  as  pure  with  common 
hens  in  the  yard  as  without?"  I  answer  em- 
phatieallv.  No;  they  will  not  be  pure,  and  I'll 
tell  my  experience  in  this  very  respect.  I  had 
live  White  Leghorn  hens  and  rooster,  full  blood, 
w  ithout  blemish,  confined  in  a  pen  with  smail 
yard,  and  they  never  left  it  for  one  moment, 
so  no  mistake  occurred  that  way.  After 
they  had  been  confined  a  couple  of  weeks  1  bad 
a  common  dark  hen,  with  five  toes  and  top-knot, 
which  I  could  not  break  uj>  from  sitting,  and  in 
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desperation  one  daj",  I  threw  her  in  this  yard- 
She  clucked  for  a  week  or  more,  and  did  not  lay 
in  a  long  time,  but  the  White  Leghorn  hens  were 
laying.  One  week  after  I  put  her  in  the  pen  I 
set  some  of  their  eggs,  and  when  hatched  I  had 
one  with  white  top-knot,  one  with  a  black  wing, 
and  one  with  five  toes  and  a  top-knot.  Not  being 
satisfied  with  this  trial,  I  experimented  a  num- 
ber of  times,  always  with  a  setting  hen,  so  I  was 
positive  sire  did  not  lay,  but  always  with  the 
same  results.  I  found  after  I  had  removed 
the  setting  hen  a  couple  oi  weeks  that  the  eggs 
hatched  would  be  straight  and  pure  bloods. 
Now  I  am  positive  that  the  rooster  carries  from 
one  hen  to  another.  I  know  also  o'f  a  young  man 
in  this  town  who  raised  pure  White  Leghorns 
and  kept  nothing  else,  but  he  had  to  get  some 
common  hens  to  set,  and  they  could  run  out  in 
the  yard  (when  setting)  with  the  others.  Now, 
he  sold  eggs  all  around  these  parts,  and  soon 
everybody  thought  him  a  fraud,  for  the  chicks 
were  not  what  he  recommended  them  to  be. 
I  told  him  my  experience,  and  he  explained 
to  his  customers.  Now  he  has  no  trouble  in  that 
line.  I  have  known  whole  flocks  to  be  mixed  in 
that  way,  and  those  who  kept  them  said  that 
tney  bred  back.  That  is  where  so  many  get  left. 
If  any  one  wants  to  try  this  I  advise  you  to  take 
White  Leghorns,  for  on  dark  liens  it  won't  show 
so  well  or  so  soon.  I  am  a  breeder  of  full  blood 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  I  have  tried  most 
all  kinds  but  find  them  the  best.  They  weigh 
from  five  to  six  pounds,  and  lay  a  better  average 
egg  than  the  Plymouth  Kocks  do.  I  am  much 
pleased  with  the  Poultrt  Keeper  ;  it  helps  me 
a  great  deal.  That  is  why  1  write  my  experi- 
ence. If  this  meets  with  favor  I  will  gladly  give 
my  experience  financially. 

[We  have  no  right  to  dispute  the  statement  of 
Mr.  V.,  but  we  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
nne  female  can  influence  the  others,  even  in  the 
manner  suggested.— Ed.] 


Mr.  Schroeppel  Blows  Our  Horn. 

J.  A.  SCHROEPPEL,  JR.,  NEW  MINTJEN,  ILL. 

I  don't  care  so  much  if  my  other  poultry  jour- 
nals are  somewhat  late,  but  I  don't  like  the  sus- 
pense of  waiting  for  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
Why  ?  Well,  simply  it  is  as  good  as  the  very 
best  of  poultry  papers,  even  as  those  big  shot- 
guns. I  know  well,  that  some,  like  the  Jiecord. 
call  you  (i.  e.  the  editor)  the  Standard  Rebel 
Jacobs,  but  that  is  just  why  I  like  you  first  rate. 
Be  plain  in  your  writing.  Give  us  m  future,  as 
heretofore,  so-called  "matter."  digestible  to  all 
your  reaners.  It  often  aggravates  me  to  hear  or 
read  in  papers  "It  is  the  best,"  "It  is  a  daisy," 
etc.,  when  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  it's  a  daisy 
in  what  they  don't  say,  write  or  give.  It's  a  daisy 
in  giving  ve'ry  little  reading  matter,  but  a  little 
taffy  to  tickle  some  one,  and  half,  fully  half  of 
the  paper  is  ads.  It  is  a  one-sided  thing,  ads. 
bring  the  money  to  the  publishers,  but  the  read- 
ing matter  contained  in  those  gloriously  exalted, 
fine  covered  papers  is  no  equivalent  for  the  sub- 
scription price,  at  least  not  if  compared  with  the 
P.  K.  Now,  don't  get  up  too  high,  as  I  do  not 

Sroclaim  the  P.  K.  the  "goddess  of  perfection." 
ut  the  plain  case  is  this:  For  50  cents  (or  in  the 
combination  with  Farmer's  Magazine  less)  you 
give  more  good,  sound  reading  matter  than  any 
other  50-cent  poultry  paper,  and  equally  as  much 
as  any  other  poultry  paper  irrespective  of  price, 
cover  get-up,  etc.,  etc.,  as  far  and  as  many  as  I 
have  seen  of  any  poultry  papers.  If  some  of 
those  high  praised  papers  would  ask  my  honest 
opinion  I  would  give  them  plain  German  or 
Irish  talk.  Can't  do  like  Dr.  Spalding,  who 
praises  every  paper,  and  if  nothing  is  to  be 
praised,  the  horse-shoe  on  front  cover  page  must 
be  something  worth  to  induce  a  person  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  paper  and  send  in  50  cents.  Any- 
thing written  by  the  learned  "Doc"  and  quite  a 
number  like  him  is,  with  me,  being  looked  upon 
with  suspicion,  subject  to  a  very  close  examina- 
tion into  all  details. 

[Thanks  for  your  good  opinion.  But  look  out 
if  the  Doctor  reads  your  letter  — Ed.] 


Raising  Foultry  on  a  Large  Scale. 

G.  F.  DOOLITTLE,  OWATONNA,  MINN. 

I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  through  the 
Poultry  Keeper  to  my  many  friends  regard- 
ing the  probable  success  and  profit  of  raising 
poultry  on  a  large  scale.  It  is  a  question  that  is 
very  difficult  to  answer  without  knowing  the  re- 
sources and  experience  of  the  party  desiring  to 
engage  in  the  business.  The  success  of  such  an 
undertaking  would  depend  entirely  upon  the 
person  engaged  in  it.  First,  they  must  have  a 
taste  or  love  for  fowls.  Second,  personal  expe- 
rience and  attention,  not  leaving  the  care  of 
their  fowls  to  careless  hands.  Third,  cleanli- 
ness and  a  general  knowledge  of  the.  wants  of 
all  kinds  of  fowls.  Fourth,  a  determination  to 
overcome  all  obstacles  and  discouragements 
caused  by  failures  or  reverses,  Fifth,  land 
enough  to  accommodate  all  he  wishes  to  keep, 
and  he  must  give  his  fowls  the  same  attention  he 
does  to  any  other  business  from  which  he  ex- 
pects a  profit.  With  these  important  questions 
settled,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  poultry  raising 
on  an  extensive  scale   may  not    be  made 


a  means  of  making,  not  only  a  living, 
but  of  laying  something  by  for  a  rainy  day. 
It  lias  'been  successfully  demonstrated  that  a 
small  flock  of  fowls  can  be  kept  with  a  good 
profit.  Now,  if  a  few  fowls  can  be  a  means  of 
profit,  500  may  be  made  proportionately  profit- 
able, with  no 'more  risk  of  failure  except  as  re- 
lates to  the  increased  capital  invested.  I  be- 
lieve the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
farmer  will  have  a  good  fowl  honse  and  some 
good  fowls  in  it,  for  where  can  you  find  a  family 
without  eggs  and  chickens.  The  demand  is 
constantly  on  the  increase  for  fowls  and  eggs. 
A  moment's  reflection  will  satisfy  any  one  of  the 
assertion  that  the  poultry  interest  in  the  United 
States  is  ever  on  the  increase  and  that  it  is  a 
very  important  interest  also.  The  past  five 
veal's  has  been  very  prosperous  for  the  poultry 
breeders,  and  for  the  next  five  years  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  overdone,  for  we  are  importing 
thousands  of  dozens  of  eggs  every  year  from 
across  the  Atlantic.  There  is  always  mom  at 
the  top,  so  let  us  one  and  all  strive  to  attain  the 
highest  and  best. 


The  Best  Breeds, 

G.  H.  R.  (NO  NAME). 

As  a  beginning  in  poultry  raising  I  find  my- 
self confused  in  trying  to  select  fowls  that  are 
really  best  for  any  particular  purpose,  from 
what  is  said  of  them  in  the  poultry  Dooks  and 
papers.  They  laud  them  all  alike,  remaining 
silent  when  they  can.  Every  breeder  has  his 
pet  stock,  but,  I  am  beginning  to  learn,  he  has 
also  his  net  aversions.  Those  who  "write  up" 
any  stock  appear  to  be  chosen,  not  alone  be- 
cause they  know  that  stock  best,  but  also  be- 
cause they  like  it  best,  or  have  it  for  sale.  We 
must  learn  by  reading  if  possible,  the  negative 
qualities,  the  failings,  orresults  of  different  treat- 
ment, of  different  fowls,  if  we  receive  any  ben- 
efit from  principles.  Mere  fancy  stock  must  be 
branded  as  such ;  wild,  untamable  creatures 
must  be  known  by  their  feathers.  I  venture  to 
surmise  that  any  one  of  your  readers  who  has 
raised  fowls  extensively  for  five  years  could 
name  certain  breeds  that  he  would  not  handle 
for  any  purpose— eggs,  broilers,  roasting,  or 
even  to  sell  eggs  for  a  dollar  a  setting,  and  to 
reach  that  decision  has  cost  him  money,  patience 
and  enterprise,  which  others  must  learn  by  the 
same  experience.  Please  do  not  count  me  as  one 
of  those  wiseacres  who  thinks  he  knows  how  to 
run  a  newspaper,  or  edit  a  book,  better  than  the 
present  or  former  editors  thereof.  Your  paper 
suits  me  exactly.  I  merely  desire  to  invoke 
from  your  readers  letters  upon  the  qualities  they 
don't  like  in  all  the  various  breeds.  And,  if  cor- 
respondents upon  this  subject  disparage  breeds 
that  are  advertised  in  your  columns  no  doubt 
those  who  advertise  them  who  can  defend  them, 
and  thus  we  hear  both  sides. 

In  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  May  Mr.  W.  F. 
Tower,  of  Millville,  N.  J., makes  a  suggestion, 
which,  if  carried  out,  would  always  give  people 
a  better  idea  than  they  can  now  ge'tof  thelaying 
capacity  of  various  breeds.  I  refer  to  coupling 
the  weight  of  eggs  to  their  number.  It  is  very 
easy  to  find  eggs  laid  by  some  breeds  to  be  regu- 
larly double  the  weight  of  those  laid  by  others. 
The  poor  hens  are  blameless  if  those  that  lay  the 
smaller  ones  lay  twice  as  many  as  the  others. 
The  habit  of  giving  the  weight  of  a  dozen  eggs, 
as  well  as  name  of  the  breed,  would  establish 
valuable  comparisons.  When  I  was  a  little  fel- 
low. I  always  got  ten  percent.more  for  my  eggs 
than  the  regular  price,  on  account  of  their  size, 
although  it  probably  cost  double  the  amount  to 
raise  them.  I  hope  the  poultry  associations  will 
take  up  this  subject  of  weight  of  eggs. 

[We  will  always  make  this  journal  open  for 
discussion  irrespective  of  the  opinions  of  adver- 
tisers or  others.  Fair  play  is  a  jewel.  Your 
letter  is  excellent,  and  you  should  have  given 
your  name  and  address. — Ed.] 


^TOTJR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp,. 
X  with  self-inking  pad.  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  BLAKELY, 

Bradford,  McKean  county,  Pa 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
•  ning  1st  prizes  wherever  shown.   Send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470.  CORTLAND,  N.Y. 


PA.  WEBSTER,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.    Fine  S.  C. 
•  W.  Leghorns  exclusively,  Knapp  Bros,  strain. . 
Eggs  $1.00  per  13,  warranted  fresh  and  true  to  name- 


HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm:  1&- 
leading  varteties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.  C.  Pigs- 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J .  A.  Alger,  Kirksville,  Mo. 


§5  HAND  BONE,  SHELL  AND  CORN 
MILL  for  poultrymen.    F.  Wilson's  Pat. 
Send  for  circular.   Manufactured  onlv  by- 
WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


ishing  to  move  my  quarters,  I  will  sell  pureS.C. 
W.Legh.hens,  SI  ea.  Jl.Wooster,  Homer,  N  .Y. 


F 


,OR  SALE— 150  high  scoring  Br.  Leghorns  at  sac- 
rifice prices.      H.  I.  MORSE,  Olney,  Illinois. 


JOE  &I=a-^^7'E3l!S, 

American  Exp.  Agent,    r.Incli  River.  X.  Y. 

Has  for  sale  a  fine  lot  of  young  stock,  farm  raised,  foi- 
sale  at  SI  each,  large  enough  to  ship  NOW.  Wjan. 
dotted,  I,ans«hnii«,  IS.  Java*,  B,.,r.  Kocks 
and  Leghorns.  Some  fine  birds  for  the  fall  shows, 
cheap.  Circulars  Free. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS! 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  1-rent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price; 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,  Prop'r.,Delavan,  Wis. 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI. 

Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Wyandottes,, 
L.  Brahmas.Houdans,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  R.  and  P- 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 


finOOl  One  trained  Gordon  Setter  bitch,  1  Gor- 
don  bitch  1>£  years  old.  fi  Gordon  pups  %. 
UUUUl  mos.  old,  1  fine  litter  of  Eng.  Skye  Ter- 
riers, several  Pugs,  young  and  old:  l  Pointer,  l  grand 
litter  of  Eng.  Mastiffs,  1  litter  Eng.  Beagle  Hounds, 
from  grand  hunting  stock  with  extended  pedigrees. 
CALHOUN  KENNELS,  Springfield,  Mass. 


made  easy  manufac- 
turing Rubber  Stamps. 
Send  for  Price  List  of 
Outfits  to  J.  F  W.  Dor- 
man.  Nil  217  East  Ger- 
man Street,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  U.  S.  A. 


BROS'. 

-WHITE-LEGHORNS- 


STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  FIRST' 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Onr  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 
Sena  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving  full 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by ' 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


K3XT^\JE»I»  BROS., 
Box  50 1 .  IFfVloiTXS,  3>J\  Y. 


aced  Wvandottes— C'k'Is  and  pullets,  good  birds 
J  SI  each;  fine  birds  §1. 50.  A.J.  Fouch,  Warren,  Pa. 


ANGSHANS,  Black  Diamond  strain,  both  young 
J  and  old.  Cheap.  Wm.  B.  Potts,  Cauonsburg,  Pa. 


F 


OHJS  ALE  CHEAP.— No.  1  Centennial  Incubator. 
Address,   J.  L.  MOORE,  Moorestown,  N.  J. 


D  A  DDITC  *nA  BANTAMS.  Send  for  circular 
uHDDI  I  OT.F.Motirew, Jr., Springfield, O. 


BW.  SARGENT  A-  SON,  Kittery,  Maine. 
•   Fanciers  and  Importers  of  Langshaus  and 
White  and  Black  Minorcas. 


A 


H.  LANG,  Toledo,  ©.— Wyandottes,  Lang- 

 o  shans,  L.  Brail's,  P.  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 

Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 


PUnirC  S.  C.  W.  LEGHORN  CHICKS 
UflUlUt  prices 


Low 

E.  H.  BARNEY,  Cbardon,  O. 


WILLIAM'S  Impro.  Hot 
Waier  Incubator  &  New 
Monitor  Incubator,  heat  by  a 
new  method  and  regulated  in 
most  perfect  manner;  hand- 
some finish,  low  prices.  Brood- 
ers S5.  For  nr.  a<Vr  A.F.Wil- 
liams, Box  -Si,  Bristol,  Ci. 


GASKET  OF  JEWELRY  FREE! 

This  elegant 
Ladies'  Jewel  Cas- 
ket, which  is  Im- 
perfectly shown  la 
our  small  Illustra- 
tion, Is  made  of 
fine,  pollBhed  hard 
wood,  beautifully 
Inlaid,  and  lined 
inside  with  dark 
blue  and  gold.  In 
Its  construction 
the  following  hand- 
some woods  are  most  artistically  Joined  In  mosaic  woi  k:  Cherry, 
Black  Walnut,  Butternut,  Poplar  and  Basswood,  and  the  casket, 
in  Its  finished  state,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  UBefuI 
ornaments  for  a  lady's  dressing  case  or  bureau  that  we  have  ever 
Been.  Wishing  to  Introduce  Into  thousands  of  new  homes  our 
lareeand  attractive  16-page,  64-colnmn  illustrated  paper,  The 
Ladles'  World,  which  is  ever  brimful  of  the  most  Interesting 
and  Instructive  reading  matter  for  ladieB,  being  devoted  to  ■ 
stories,  sketches,  poems,  fancy  work,  home  decoration,  faBhions, 
hygiene,  housekeeping,  etiquette,  reading  for  the  young,  etc.,  we 
now  make  the  following  extraor  dinary  offer:  Upon  receipt  of 
only  Thirty-flve  Cent*,  toe  will  send  The  Ladles'  World 
for  Six  Months,  and  to  every  subscriber  we  will  also  send. 
Free  and  post-paid,  the  beautiful  Jewel  Casket  above 
described,  together  with  the  following?  Jewelry  which  each 
Casket  will  contain:  a  handsome  imported  Pearl  Shell  Necklace ; 
consisting  of  a  large  number  of  beautiful  shells  neatly  joined 
together;  a  pair  of  Imitation  Jet  Bracelets,  good  and  durable; 
a  pair  of  Nickel-plated  Sleeve  Buttons,  neat  and  handsome,  and 
a  Nickel-plated  Breast  Pin,  very  neat  and  attractive.  Bemember,  . 
the  Casket,  together  with  all  this  Jewelry,  costs  you  nothing  ;  It 
Isglven/ree  with  a  6-months'  subscription  to  our  paper.  Five 
subscriptions  and  five  caskets  of  Jewelry  will  be  sent  for  $1.50. 
You  cannot  afford  to  miss  this  great  chance  I  Take  advantage  of 
it  at  once  I  We  guarantee  double  value  of  money  sent.  As  to- 
our  reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  In  N.  Y.  AddreBB, 
IS.  II.  MOORE  &  CO.,  ft?  Park  Place,  New  York. 


1881. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


271 


B 


LACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock, 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 


H. 


L.  SHELBY,  Reddick,  Illinois. 

Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry. 


rHAVAED  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa. . 
•  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  w.  Minorcas. 


B 


lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecoenrs,  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas,  Whitford,  Pa. 


WHITE  &  CURTISS,  "Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING-,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  V.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Eggs,  $3  per  13,  ?5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular 


BLACK  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Lang- 
shans.  Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.   H.  A.  PULLER,  6  Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

FOR  SALE— 1  trio  imported  Black  Minorca  fowls, 
price  $15;  3  pairs  Buff  Pekin  Bantams,  ?5  per  pair; 
1  imp.  Pekin  Bantam  Cock, flO;  Eggs  for  hatching  $5 
%»set'g.   A.F.BANCROFT,  Frankford,  Phila.,Pa. 

PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  or  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm, ' '  Garretford,  Pa. 

INCUBATORS  T£™A&rvv-  Circular 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

LT.  Brahma  Eggs  f2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.   Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 

Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.   Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 

flCNwTR  mi  J.  a.bailey  &  co.,\vt- 
ULItVCn,  uUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.  Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886.  Eggs#3  fU3;  $5  $  26. 

ID  CONGER.  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  I*.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir. 


M  DO  YOU  WANT  A  DOG  a  \(r, 


DUG  BUYERS  GUIDE. 

Colored  plates,  lOO  engravings  [ 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are  | 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 

Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
837  S.  Eighth  St  Philadelphia,  Pa.  j 


TAD  CHI  CI  Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  Bl. 
rUn  OHLC!  and  R.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  R. 
Leghorns,  Lnngshans:  all  first-class  stand- 
ard yonng  stock.  Eggs  for  Hatching.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
gains in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  any  of 
them.     W.  II.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  III. 


8 


ST  AND  MID 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  cireu- 
Uar  free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
f38  Dey  Street, 
New  York. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  AV.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Garnet,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
tinineas,  Pekin  Ducks:  Eggs,  $2  per  13. 
„N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  R.  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  $3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Brahmas.  Pekin  Rantams:  Eggs 
J  won  18 1st  and  special  premiums  at  N.  Y.,  Feb.  188S. 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


Mouaroli  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       JAS.  RANKIN,  South  Easton,  Mass. 


W  F  B  SPANISH  v  J 


Sunman,  Ind.  Cir.  free'. 


CANVASSERS— 100  per  cent,  can  be  made  selling 
an  article  of  merit.   Send  stamp  for  circular  to 
C.  S.  CRAIN,  Agent, 
52  It  ilby  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


NR.  DANA,  Radnor,  Del.  Co.,  Pa., 
•   Breeds  the  best  Rronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


H.  MINORCAS,  ready  to  ship,  from  stock  im- 
ported last  Nov.  R.  F.  Moore,  Milford  Mills,  Pa. 


OAKWOOD  POULTRY  FARM— 1st  at  Baltimore, 
Gold  Medal  at  Atlanta;  30  prizes  this  season. 
Circular,  16  pages,  10  beautiful  illustrations,  finest  in 
the  world,  two  2c.  stamps. 

Office,  1920  G  Stkeet,  Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  Famous  Whitewasher  and  Insect  Extermin- 
ator; a  machine  for  whitewashing  heu-houses, 
etc.  Send  for  circular.  Address, 

FRED.  SCHWARZ,  m'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 


JOE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS:- 

On  EGGS  from  Standard  Wyandottes,  Langshans, 
Ply.  Rocks  and  Black  Java  fowls  SI. 50  per  13,  $2.50 
per  26,  and  $5.00  for  five  sittings.   Fine  stock  for  sale 
low.      JOE  GRAVES,  American  Exp.  Agent, 
Send  for  circular.  Rlack  River,  N.  Y. 


$1.00  FOB  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.   Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  1  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.  E.  ANDERSON,  ....  Newark,  Ohio. 


IF  YOU  WANT  AN  INCITRATOR,  or  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Dey  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLARK,  Manager. 


EXCELSIOR  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 
Champions  of  the  east  and  west.  Highest  honors 
atMeriden,  Ct.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.   Sena  for  new  ill- 
ustrated price  list. 

SCUDDER  &  TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.Y. 


C.  B.  FANT,p£cgeEx.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga. ; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94.H,  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.   


PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS— Rankin's  stock  direct  $1.50 
per  13,  $2.50  per  26;  Mam.  B.  Turkey  eggs  §3  per 
9,  (torn  40  lbs.,  hens  18  to  20);  Minorcas,  W.  P.  Rock, 
L.  B's,  Lang's,  etc.    Send  4c.  for  60-page  catalogue. 
MICHIGAN  POULTRY  FARM,  Saline,  Mich. 


POULTKY  FOOD! 

AT  30  CENTS  A  RUSHEL. 


Every  poultry  raiser  should  feed  the  Combination 
Poultry  Food  which  all  can  make  at  home  at  a  cost  of 
30  cents  per  bushel.  This  is  no  experiment,  but  is  time- 
tried  and  thoroughly  tested.  The  receipt  and  right 
to  make  this  food  will  be  sent  to  any  address  in  the 
U.  S.  or  Canada  on  the  receipt  of  only  One  Dollar. 
Address 

'THE  COMBINATION  FOOD  CO., 

Chautauqua  Co.,  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y. 


^JOLEDO.OHIoJ:  ^ 

t^AMD^J  O 

BREEDER  S, 

of  tffcese  f-uiar  V 


GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coflees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.    For  full  particulars  address 
_  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box289,       31andS3VeseySt.,  New  York. 


PIP  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
I  Li  Es  \Hm  returns.  No  indelicacy.  Neither 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  al  1  bowel  troubles — especially  constipation — cu r- 
ed  like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asimple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


-J".   X>.  NEVIUS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Buff*  Coch- 
ins, Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  I  ever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
83.00  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
$5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minorcas,  §6  per  13.   Write  for  wants. 


FOR  SALE.— Eggs  from  2  yards  each  of  as  fine 
Plymouth  Rock  and  Langshan  fowls  as  there  is  in 
America.  Send  for  new  circular. 

H.  A.  RRADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 

E.  R.  GIRRS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2 1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
lars. Nokwalk,  Ohio. 

INCUBAToR 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'G  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


FM.  MUNGER, 
•  De  KALR,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won ;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 


Bone  Meal,  Oyster  Shell,  Wire  Netting,  Eegine, 
Monarch  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue.  P.  H.  SPRAGUE, 

178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  KU. 


HAVE  YOJLSEEN  IT. 

What?  Why  the  best  weekly  poultry  paper  publish- 
ed. Gives  all  the  latest  poultry  news,  plenty  of  good 
practical  matter,  handsomely  illustrated.  300  or  more 
pages  yearly.  Already  has  a  circulation  of  5, 000  copies 
weekly.  Advertising  rates  very  low.  Send  TEN 
CENTS  for  3  MONTHS  trial  trip.  Address  and  men- 
tion Keeper. 

THE  POULTRY  MIDGET,  Chic  ago,  111. 

Keeper  and  Midget  one  year  75c. 


-KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLENVILLE,  OHIO. 


BREEDERS  OF 


LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


THERMOSTATIC 

INCTJBATOH! 

Every  machine  now  in  us«  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 


3E5.  JS.  REPJWICK, 

19  Park  Place,      -      ,        -       New  York. 


ALFRED  DOYLE'S 
LT.  BRAHMAS 

ARE  THE  best.  Noted  for  their  fine  symmetry, 
plumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners 
in  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  for  the  early  fall  fairs.  Prices 
low;  circular  ready.    1".  <).  address 

Box  133,  BLUE  ISLAND,  Cook  Co.,  111. 


A  POCKET  KNIFE  FREE! 


The  beautiful  Pocket  Knife  shown  in  the  above  illustration,  has 
two  blades  which  are  guaranteed  to  be  of  the  finest  quality  of 
English  cast-steel.  The  handle  is  of  fine,  polished  white  bone, 
(ined  and  riveted  with  brass.  It  Is  of  imndy  size  for  the  pocket, 
and  ia  suitable  for  either  lady  or  gentleman.  It  is  a  thoroughly 
good  knife,  well  made,  substantial,  and  fully  guaranteed  for 
quality  and  durability.  We  publish  The  Cricket  on  the 
llenrth,  a  large  16-page,  6-t-column  Illustrated  Literary  and 
Family  paper,  filled  with  the  choicest  reading1  matter  for  the 
family  circle,  and  being  desirous  of  increasing  its  already  large 
circulation  to  100,000,  we  now  make  the  following  wonderfully 
liberal  offer;  Upon  receipt  of  only  Thirty  Cents,  we  will 
$cnd  The  Cricket  on  the  Hearth  for  Six  Month*  and 
(o  every  subscriber  we  will  also  send,  Free  and  post-paid,  the 
handsome  Pocket  Knife  above  described.  Remember,  the 
Pocket  Knife  costs  you  nothing;  it  Is  given  free  as  a  premium 
with  the  paper.  This  1b  &  rare  opportunity  and  a  great  bargain. 
Six  subscriptions  and  Six  Pocket  Knives  will  be  sent  for  $1.50, 
As  to  our  reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  In  N.  T.  Address. 

8.  H.  MOORE  <fc  CO.,  97  Purk  Place,  New  York. 
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ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

W.  D.  H.,  Fort  Warren,  Mass.— Please  tell  me 
If  there  is  as  much  profit  in  raising  geese  and 
ducks  as  there  is  in  raising  hens?  The  Poultry 
Keeper  tells  me  that  I  should  cool  the  eggs 
down  to  70  degrees  every  day,  How  can  I  tell 
when  70  is  reached? 

There  is  as  much  profit  if  you  have  all  the  con- 
veniences. Geese  and  ducks  should  not  only 
have  water  but  pasture.  You  can  tell  when  the 
eggs  are  down  to  70  by  laying  your  thermometer 
aside  and  watching  it,  or  by  placing  the  bulb 
agaiustau  egg. 

H.  W.,  Greenfield.  Tenn.:— What  is  the  matter 
with  my  young  chicks?  They  get  blind  in  both 
eyes  and  then  die.  Is  there  any  remedy  for  it? 

Been  exposed  to  draughts  of  air.  Wash  heads 
in  warm  salt  and  water,  and  then  anoint  with 
glycerine . 

F.  G.,  Essexville,  Mich— 1.  Will  you  please 
tell  me  how  to  fit  my  year  old  cock,  Plymouth 
Rock,  so  that  lu*  will  look  well,  as  I  would  like  to 
take  him  to  the  fair  which  takes  place  October 
1,1887?  2.  Does  red  on  the  ears  of  Brown  Leg- 
horns disqualify  them  ?  I  take  the  Poultry 
Keeper,  it  is  the  boss  paper. 

I.  Wash  him  with  castile  soap  and  water  in  a 
room  at  110  degrees,  and  let  him  dry  out  at  that 
temperature  2.  No  red  should  be  on  the  ear- 
lobes  of  a  Brown  Leghorn. 

J.  L.  H  C,  Dover,  Del.— Please  inform  me 
through  the  columns  of  your  very  instructive 
and  interesting  paper  (l.  e.)  1.  A  good  way  to 
move  a  setting  hen  from  the  nest  she  wants  to 
set  in,  to  the  nest  I  want  her  to  set  in.  2.  Ought 
Pearl  Guineas  to  have  any  white  feathers  in 
their  plumage  ? 

1.  Move  hen  and  nest  together,  at  night.. 
2  There  is  no  standard  for  guineas,  but  solid 
color.is  preferred 

A  L..  Philadelphia,  Pa..— What  is  the  cause 
of  chicks,  hatched  in  incubator,  having  top  of 
head  split  open,  as  1  have  several  hatched  tli.it 
way.  and  1  have  opened  other  eggs  and  find  the 
clucks  dend  and  head  in  same  condition. 

Probably  due  to  excessive  heat,  not  turning 
eggs  frequently,  or  close  relationship  of  parents. 
It  is  a  question  not  easily  answered. 

Mrs  L  K.  M  .  Princeton,  Iowa.— I  have  a  nice 
Wyandotte  lien  that  gets  crazy  about  once  every 
two  weeks.  She  twists  her  neck  nearly  off  anil 
spins  around  as  if  she  were  waltzing.  Please 
tell  me  through  your  excellent  paper  what  is  the 
matter,  and  what  to  do  with  her. 

Difficulty  caused  by  pressure  of  blood  in  the 
brain',  being  a  light  attack  of  apoplexy.  Hen  is 
too  fat . 

Miss  A.  F.  P..  Teru  Mills.  Pa.— Will  you  kindlv 
tell  me  m  your  paper  how  to  break  a  turkey  hen 
from  wanting  to  hatch?  I  have  a  very  obstinate 
one. 

Put  her;in  a  box  made  of  lath,  witli  lath  bot- 
tom, raised  two  feet  from  the  ground,  and  keep 
her  there,  feeding  once  a  day,  on  meat. 

M.  W.  R.,  Adrian.  Mich  — 1  want  to  ask  you 
ihow  to  ship  broilers  a  distance,  say  of  200  miles, 
by  fast  freight  or  express  ?  Being  a  novice  and 
persevering,  this  will  be  welcome  intelligence. 

Always  by  express  in  preference  to  any  other 
mode. 

F.  W  W..  Pittsford.  Mich  —Please  give  the  art- 
dress  of  a  firm  where  I  can  get  tire  ami  water- 
proof felt  (if  you  can)  for  poultry  house. 

Address  A.  F.  Swan,  38  Dey  street,  New  York 
•City. 

F.  G.  F..  East  Paris.  Mich.— Which  is  the  best 
to  have  over  the  egg  chamber  in  the  P.  K.  Incu- 
bator (hot  air)  tin,  galvanized  iron,  zinc  or 
sheet  iron  ? 

Hot  air  incubators  should  have  zinc,  but  for 
hot  water  galvanized  iron  is  best. 

H.T.  Rutland.  Vt — Are  pork  scraps  as  good 
for  fowls  and  chicks  as  beef?  If  not, why?  Would 
you  give  same  quantity? 

The\  are  just  as  good,  if  lean.  Fat  meat  should 
mot  be  given  fowls.  An  ounce  a  (lay,  for  each 
hen.  is  about  right. 

H.  X.  S..  Sidney.  Xeh.— Many  persons  have 
said  that  if  it  should  thunder  while  alien  is  sit- 
ting on  hei  eggs,  that  the  eggs  will  not  hatch. 
Perliaps  some  Of  your  l  eaders  can  inform  me, 
from  their  own  experience,  whether  there  is  any 
truth  in  this  saying. 

We  do  not  believe  thunder  affects  a  hatch. 
Will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  reader  on  the 
subject. 


W.  P.  M.,  Belait,  Wis.— I  am  a  new  subscriber 
to  your  paper  and  I  consider  it  the  best  poultry 
paper  in  print.  1.  I  would  like  to  know  if  it  is 
necessary  to  double  tar  paper  a  chicken-house 
when  it  is  sided  up  outside  and  sealed  inside. 

2.  Also  is  it  necessary  to  pack  it  between  with 
sawdust? 

1.  It  is  not  necessary  to  double  the  paper.  2. 
No. 

M.  C,  Swan  Lake,  Manitoba.— Will  you  kindly 
let  me  know  if  Wyandotte  crossed  with  Light 
Brahma  would  be  a  good  cross  ? 

It  will,  as  its  compact  form  and  yellow  legs 
give  such  birds  an  attractive  market  appear- 
ance. 

J.  O.,  Jacksonville,  111.— Do  you  know  of  any 
German  book  or  paper  published,  treating  on 
Incubators  or  Management  of  Chickens?  If  so 
where  can  it  be  had  and  for  how  much  ? 

We  do  not. 

Mrs.  B.  W.  H„  Gold  Dust,  Tenn— I  havea  trio 
of  tin  keys  I  bought  some  time  last  fall.  They 
are  called  the  Maltese.  Their  color  is  a  dove 
color  with  a  few  black  spots  on  them.  Can  you 
tell  me  anything  about  them,  whether  they  are 
a  very  common  variety  or  are  rare?  The  ones  I 
have  are  very  large.  Can  eggs  for  hatching  be 
shipped  through  the  mail? 

It  is  a  breed  unknown  to  us.  Eggs  cannot  be 
shipped  by  mail. 

R.  J.  B.,  Barnesville,  Ga.— Can  you  tell  me  in 
the  next  issue  of  your  valuable  paper  what  will 
keep  lice  off  of  my  little  chicks?  I  have  tried 
sulphur  and  lard,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  do  any 
good.  2.  Also  I  have  a  very  fine  Plymouth  Rock 
cock,  which  got  his  leg  broken  sonic  time  ago. 
Ought  I  to  breed  from  hnn  any  more? 

Grease  heads  with  lard,  and  dust  them  with 
insect  powder.  The  cock  can  be  used  for  breed- 
ing after  his  leg  is  well,  as  such  defects  are  not 
transmitted. 

E.  S.  Li,  Reading,  Pa— 1.  Do  Minoreas  have  a 
white  breast  and  yellow  legs  when  young?  2. 
What  is  the  average  age  of  Plymouth  Rock  pul- 
lets when  first  commencing  to  lay? 

1.  There  is  sometimes  quite  a  share  of  white 
on  Black  Minoreas,  but  no  yellow  legs.  2.  About 
eight  months. 

S.  Bros.,  Dee])  River,  Conn. — Please  tell  us 
what  makes  full-bred  Plymouth  Rock  cocks 
have  very  red  legs  and  if  they  ought  to  have  red 
legs.  We  know  that  full-bred  Plymouth  Rocks 
have  yellow  legs,  but  what  makes  them  red? 

The  legs  of  P.  Roeks  are  not  strictly  yellow, 
though  the  standard  calls  for  yellow.  They  are 
often  a  reddish  yellow  and  sometimes  yellowish 
flesh-color. 

Mrs.  W.  B..  Ironaton,  Ala.— 1.  Is  it  too  late  to 
set  White  Pekin  Ducks  ?  2.  Can  I  raise  Bronze 
Turkeys  with  a  hen  ?  3.  How  many  days  are 
they  hatching? 

1.  No,  as  they  grow  very  fast.  2.  Yes.  3. 
About  28. 

I.  P.  L..  New  Orleans.— 1.  I  have  a  P.  R.  Cock, 
the  under  parts  of  ear  lobes  are  white,  it  does  not 
show  only  when  he  eats  or  lowers  his  head.  Is 
he  all  rigid  ?  2.  What  kind  of  food  and  quantity 
for  each  fowl  would  you  advise  for  laying  stock? 

3.  Will  hens  lay  while  shedding? 

1.  We  think  not,  but  enameled  white  in  ear- 
lobes  disqualifies.  2.  Mixed  soft  food  in  the 
morning,  meat  and  grass  at  noon,  whole  grain 
at  night.  Feed  all  they  will  eat  without  regard  to 
quantity,  at  night,  but  sparingly  through  the 
day.  3.  Sometimes. 


Shows  to  Occur, 

Quincv  Poultry  Association,  Quincy,  111.  Fred. 
B.  Nichols,  Sec.  Nov.  22-26,  1887. 

American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  F.  M.  Munger,  Sec,  De  Kalb,  111. 

NOV.,  1887. 

Southwestern  Poultry  Association,  Carthage, 
Mo.  C.  A.  Entry,  Sec.  Nov.  29-Dec.  3, 18S7. 

Illinois  Poultry  Association.  Alton,  111.  J.  M. 
Gearing,  Sec.  Dec.  6-9, 1887. 

The  Central  Berkshire  Poultry,  Figeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Association,  Lee,  Mass.  W.  T.  Web- 
ster. Sec.  Dec.  8-10, 1887. 

The  St.  Catherines  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, St.  (  itlitiines  Ont  Can.  R.  Hanull 
Sec.    Dec.  12-15,  1887. 

Interstate  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  A.  A.  Cowdery,  Sec. .Gadsden, 
Tenn.   Dec.  12-17. 1887. 

The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club,  Shelbvville, 
lnd.   Will  H.  Isley,  Sec.   Dec.  12-17. 1887. 

Baltimore  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Club,  Baltimore, 
Md.  T.  W.  Hooper,  Sec.   Dec.  13-16, 1887. 

Western  Conn.  Poultry  Association.  H.  J. 
Pierre,  Sec,  Wmsied,  Conn.    Dec.  13-16, 1887. 


km 

Eel  River  Poultry  Club,  North  Manchester,  Inu, 

N.  E.  Lautzenhiser,  Sec.   Dec.  13-17, 1887. 
The  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club,  Lynn,  Mass.  S.  I* 

Holbrook,  Cor.  Sec.  Dec.  16-19. 1887. 
The  Owen  Sound  Poultry  Association,  Owai 

Sound,  Ont.,  Can.  G.  F.  Pain,  Sec.   Dec . 

19-21,  1887. 

Macon  County  Poultry  Club.  Decatur,  111.  R.  J 
Simpson,  Sec.  Dec.  19-24, 1887. 

Old  Colony  Poultry  Association.  J.  E.  Gardne,  . 
Sec,  South  Weymouth.  Mass.  Dec.  20-22, 1S87 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Venango.  Penn.'  Horace  Kern. 
Cor.  Sec.   Dee.  20-23. 1887. 

The  State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado.  Pen 
ver.  Col.  J.  A.  Bailey.  Cor. Sec.  Dec  22-29.  is.,7. 

New  Bethlehem  Poulrrv  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  W.  M.  Andrews, 
Sec  Dec.  27-30,  1887. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass.  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec  Jan. 18ss. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  See. 
Plainville.  Mass.  Jan.  3-5,  18SS. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field. Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Fayette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  R.  Dalbey, 
Sec.  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association. Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  W.  Scliernienhorn,  Sec  Jau.  3-6, 
1888. 

Central  Indiana  Poultry  Association.  Indianapo- 
lis, lnd.  Robert  B.  Hale,  t  ec.  Shelbyville,  lnd. 
Jan.  4-11,  1888. 

National  Poultrvand  Bench  Association.  Atlanta 
Ga.  W.  B.  Henderson.  Sec  Jan.  "-14. 1888. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association.  Lincoln, 
Neb.  Gorham  F.  Bett's.  Sec  Jan.  '1-14.  1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day.  Sec  Jan.  10-12, 
1888. 

Palmyra  Poultry  Club.  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 

Cor.  Sec.   Jan.  10-12, 1888. 
Wheeling  Poultry  Association. Wheeling. W.Va., 

J.M'.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  U.  Jan.  10-13. 

1888. 

The  Ontario  Toultry  Association.  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  R.  Garner,  Sec  Jan.  10-13. 1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec  Jan.  10-14. 18S8 
Massachusetts    Poultry   Association.  Boston. 

Mass.  W.  F.  Bacoii,  Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  12-18,1888.. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

Macon.  Ga.  Clark  Grier.  Sec  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poult  y  and  Pet  Stock  Association. 

Cleveland,  Ohio".  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec  Jan.  16- 

23,  1888. 

The  Conn.  River  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Bellows'  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Rockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  17-19.  1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association.  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio.  Roy  C.Russell, 
Sec.  Jan.  17  20,  1888. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford,  Out.,  Can.  W.  Davis,  Sec  Jan.  17- 
20,  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultry  Association.  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.   Jan.  18-20,  1888. 

Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association.  Providence, 
R.I.  C.  G.San  ford.  Cor.  Sec.    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association.  Indian- 
apolis, lnd.  R.  Twells,  Cor.  Sec,  Moutiuor- 
enci,  lnd.  Jan.  18-25. 1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 
South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury,  Sec. 
Jan.  24-26,  1888. 

Granite  State  Poultry  Association,  Concord,  N. 
H.  C.  M.  Boynton,  Sec.  Jan.,  1888. 

Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati.Ohio, 
W.  J.  Reidinger,  Sec.  Jan.  25-Feb.  1,  1888. 

The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Nashville,  Teun.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec  Feb. 
1-5,  1888. 

Western  New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer,  Sec,  Rochester.  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9, 1888. 

Blue  River  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New 
Castle,  lnd.  W.  V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec  Feb., 
1888. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew. — This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Fanner's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  SOcent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.H.Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  60  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books. 
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was  better  est.abHs.hed  than  the  close  relation 
wnicli  existed  between  diseases  of  animals  and 
those  of  the  human  species.  Rabies,  charbon  and 
cow-pox  were  familiar  examples  of  diseases th>at 
were  common  to  both  animals  and  men.  It  has 
been  recently  proved  that  cows  were  able  to 
communicate  scarlet  fever  to  human  beings. 
The  subject  he  was  to  speak  of  was  the  presence 
of  tubercular  consumption  in  the  common  barn- 
yard fowls.  He  was  led  to  a  consideration  of 
this  subject  recently  by  a  bit  of  personal  experi- 
ence. He  had  been  ill,  and  while  approaching 
recovery  his  wife  purchased  at  the  market  a 
young  broiler,  and  took  it  home  to  prepare  a 
meal.  The  doctor  did  not  give  the  reasons  that 


Mr.  Perkins'  Pekin  Ducks. 

It  is  surprising  that  more  do  not  engage  in 
rearing  water  fowls.  The  Pekin  is  justly  the 
most  popular  of  ducks,  and  the  Embden  of  geese. 
Pekin  ducks  at  ten  weeks  will  weigh  about  ten 
pounds  to  the  pair,  and  sell  all  the  way  from  25 
to  40  cents  per  pound.  Mr.  Perkins  also  breeds 
Eouens,  Brazilians  and  Gray  Calls.  The  latter 
excite  great  interest  because  of  their  beautiful 
plumage,  small  size  and  tameness.  Pekins 
should  be  well  fed,  when  getting  their  growth, 
with  a  mixture  of  corn  meal,  bran  and  boiled 
potatoes.  It  is  no  use  to  half  feed  them  and  ex- 
pect large,  fine  birds  later.  The  birdsare large  j 
so  large,  in  fact,  that 
visitors  frequently  ask 
If  they  are  geese.  To 
such  the  Embden  and 
Toulouse  geese  are 
shown,  on  both  of  which 
Mr  .Perkins  was  award- 
ed first  and  grand  do- 
nation prizes  at  Boston. 
The  Pekin  lays  very 
«arly  if  kept  in  comfort- 
able quarters,  and  their 
eggs  hatch  well  in  tne 
incubator.  A  good 
brooder  will  take  better 
■care  of  them  than 
"  Biddy  "  herself.  In 
this  way  large  flocks 
can  be  raised  at  a  good 
profit.    The  Aquatic 
division  in  all  our  poul- 
try exhibitions  should 
be  better  represented, 
and  in  order  to  bring 
this  about  liberal  pre- 
miums should  be  offer- 
ed. Our  advice  to  all 
your  readers  is  to  at- 
tend the  shows  and 
bring  all  kinds  of  poul- 
try—water  fowls  as 
well  as  land  fowls— to 
the  highest  degree  of 

perfection  PEKIN  DUCKS— Prize  Winners  at  Boston.  Owned  by  W.  P.  Perkins.  Danven,  Mass. 

We  particularly  noticed  Mr.  Perkins'  birds  at 
Boston,  and  his  stock  is  equal  to  any.  He  took 
a  large  share  of  the  premiums,  and  expects  to 
make  a  large  display  at  the  next  show. 


cause  unnecessary  alarm  to  the  community  by 
the  above  presentation  of  facts,  but  he  thought 
the  society  and  the  medical  profession  might  in- 
vestigate the  subject  with  advantage.  No  better 
proof  of  the  injurious  effect  of  these  bacilli  could 
be  afforded  than  when  he  offered  his  dog  a  por- 
tion of  the  first  "broiler"  he  examined.  The  Sa 
gacious  beast  turned  up  his  nose  at  the  bonne 
bouche  and  refused  to  be  inoculated.  Some  one 
asked  the  doctor  if  his  dog  had  been  shown  the 
specimens  through  his  microscope.  The  doctor 
said  no,  but  his  dog's  scent  was  probably  better 
than  his  eyesight.  Resuming  the  serious  side  of 
his  subject,  Dr.  Stallard  said  that  he  was  satis- 
fied that  five  or  six  per  cent,  of  the  fowls  offered 
for  sale  was  in  the  city 
were  afflicted  wit<h  con- 
sumption. The  bacillus 
was  destroyed  by  any 
greater  heat  than  160 
Fahrenheit,  conse- 
quently if  fowls  were 
thoroughly  broiled  or 
boiled  all  disease  germs 
would  be  destroyed ; 
still,  he  did  not  relish 
the  idea  of  tempting 
his  system  with  such 
luxuries. 


Consumptive  Chickens. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  San  Francisco 
Microscopical  Society,  Dr.  J.  H.  Stallard  spoke 
•on  the  above  subject.  He  showed  some  plates 
containing  portions  of  the  lungs,  spleen  and 
mesenteric  glands  of  several  chickens,  besides  a 
number  of  mounted  slides  containing  specimens 
of  tuberculosis  bacilli  taken  from  the  same  fowls. 
-He  began  1ns  address  by  stating  that  nothing 


led  him  to  examine  the  fowl  before  cooking,  but 
he  said  that  he  did  examine  it,  and  was  surpris- 
ed to  find  it  loaded  with  consumption  in  every 
part.  Ho  was  led  to  examine  other  fowls  that 
were  offered  for  sale  and  to  make  a  special  study 
for  evidences  of  bacilli.  In  the  standard  books 
he  read  that  in  France  fowls  fed  upon  the 
sputum  (if  consumptive  people  became  inoculat-  j  United  States 
ed  with  consumption.  The  fact  was  first  an- 
nounced by  Och,  and  his  name  was  given  to  the 
bacilli.  He  proved  that  the  bacilli  gained  access 
to  the  system  of  the  fowls  through  the  lower  part 
of  the  cesohagus;  the  next  part  attacked  was  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  lastly  the  liver,  spleen 
and  skill.  Dr.  Stallard  said  he  did  not  wisli  to 


About  Express  Bates, 

As  the  Inter-State 
Commerce  Bill,  passed 
by  the  last  Congress, 
includes  express  com- 
panies in  its  provisions, 
as  to  regulating  its 
rates  with  breeders  of 
fancy  and  other  fowls, 
we  have  delayed  action 
in  the  matter,  hoping 
their  rates  would  be  re-- 
duced  without  a  strug- 
gle on  our  part,  as 
learned  very  recently 
that  the  B.  &  O.  express 
company  have  an- 
nounced their  intention 
to  carry  fancy  and 
other  fowls  at  single  rates.    In  our  belief,  if 
the  above  is  true,  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  all  companies  will  conform  to  the  same 
terms.    Hoping  the  express  interests  do  not 
fully  understand  the  law  and  its  requirements 
as  we  fully  understand  it,  we  propose  to  have 
justice  meted  to  the  breeders  of  fowls  in  the 
We  will  present  our  case  before 
the  commission,  and  wage  the  war  of  rights,  the 
war  to  the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt.  As  it 
is  due  the  breeders  and  readers  to  know  the 
progress  made,  we  hereby  report  progress.— 
Wesley  Malick,  in  Poultry  Leader. 


Tiie  Poultry  Keeper  Is  only  50  cents  a  year. 
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PBESEEVDTG  EGGS. 

"We  give  below  a  collection  of  processes  which 
we  published  previously,  but  repeat  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  of  our  new  subscribers.  "We 
will  say  this  much  in  the  beginning,  however, 
which  is  that  eggs  so  packed  in  a  box  as  to  per- 
mit them  to  be  turned  over  daily  will  keep  twice 
as  long  as  those  not  so  treated.  By  packing 
them  in  a  box  with  oats  as  a  filling,  and  then 
turning  the  box  upside  down,  a  large  number 
can  be  turned  at  once.  Another  point  is  that 
eggs  from  hens  that  are  confined  in  yards  with- 
out the  companionship  of  cocks  keep  better 
than  under  the  reverse  conditions,  or  rather,  in- 
fertile eggs  keep  better  than  those  that  are 
fertile.  Supposing  the  reader  intends  to  try  one 
dozen  eggs  as  an  experiment,  one  of  which  is  to 
be  broken  each  month  for  a  year  (of  course  a 
larger  number  may  be  used  if  preferred)  we 
will  give 

THE  SULPHUR  PBOCBSS. 

Take  a  common  starch  box  with  a  sliding  lid. 
Put  the  eggs  in  the  box,  and  upon  an  oyster 
shell  or  other  suitable  substance,  place  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  sulphur.  Set  fire  to  the  sulphur.and 
when  the  fumes  begin  to  rise  briskly  shut  up  the 
lid.  make  the  box  tight,  and  do  not  disturb  it  for 
half  an  hour.  Now  take  out  the  eggs,  pack  in 
oats,  and  the  job  is  done.  If  the  oats  or  pack- 
ing material  be  subjected  to  the  same  process  it 
will  be  all  the  better.  If  a  barrel  full  is  to  be 
preserved,  place  the  eggs  in  a  tight  barrel  two- 
thirds  full,  with  no  packing  whatever.  Fire  a 
pound  of  sulphur  upon  a  suitable  substance,  on 
top  of  the  eggs  in  the  vacant  space  over  them, 
shut  up  tightly,  let  stand  an  hour,  and  then  take 
out  the  eggs.  As  the  gas  is  much  heavier  than 
the  air  it  will  sink  to  the  bottom,  or,  rather,  fill 
up  the  barrel  with  the  fumes.  In  another  barrel 
or  box  place  some  oats,  and  treat  in  the  same 
way.  Now  pack  the  eggs  in  the  oats,  head  up 
the  barrel,  and  turn  the  barrel  every  day  to  pre- 
vent falling  of  the  yolks,  using  each' end  altern- 
ately, and  they  will  keep  a  year;  or,  according 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  operation,  a  shorter,  or 
even  a  longer  time. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  the  process  is 
a  dry  and  neat  one,  and  very  inexpensive,  sul- 
phur being  a  very  cheap  article.  The  process 
was  sold  several  years  ago  by  certain  parties  in 
Cincinnati  as  "Ozone,"  but  it  is  an  old  one,  and 
the  parties  were  exposed,  not  that  the  process 
was  a  fraud,  but  because  they  sold  a  pound  of 
sulphur  for  $2  as  ozone.  To  show  the  wonderful 
preserving  qualities  of  sulphur  our  readers  may 
by  a  quicker  process  by  way  of  experiment, 
thus: 

Take  a  piece  of  fresh  beef,  a  fish,  or  anything 
that  will  quickly  decay.  Place  it  at  one  end  of  a 
close  box  and  burn  a  little  sulphur  at  the  other 
end.  The  beef  or  fish  will  absorb  the  sulphur 
fumes.  Keep  the  box  closed  half  an  hour,  then 
take  out  the  heef  or  fish,  hang  it  up  somewhere 
(cellar,  out  of  doors  or  anywhere)  and  our  word 
for  it  that  you  can  let  it  hang  up  a  year  without 
the  slightest  odor  or  signs  of  decay.  The  first 
three  days  there  will  be  a  slight  odor  of  sulphur, 
which  passes  away.  The  meat  may  dry  up  grad- 
ually, but  will  not  spoil.  If  placed  in  a  pot  the 
boiling  water  at  once  disengages  the  sulphur, 
and  it  passes  off.  It  is  perfectly  harmless.  In 
fact  it  is  best  to  treat  all  the  meats  used  in  the 
family  in  that  manner,  even  when  wanted  for 
immediate  use,  as  the  meat,  even  if  from  dis- 
eased animal,  will  be  purified  from  disease 
germs.  Remember  this  when  the  cholera  comes, 
and  also  ask  yourself  if  you  have  not  received 
$100  instruction  from  a  single  number  of  our 
little  daisy  of  a  Poultry  Keeper. 

Do  not  forget  that  it  will  only  cost  you  a  few 
cents  to  try  the  process  above.  Do  not  take  our 
word,  "  prove  all  things."  Cider  may  be  kept 
sweet  for  years  by  burning  sulphur  on  a  floating 
piece  of  wood  on  the  top  of  it,  and  dried  fruit 
may  be  made  white,  and  will  keep  better  from 
its  use.  A  corpse  may  be  kept  a  year  by  the  dry 
process,  and  the  clothes  of  small-pox,  yellow- 
fever,  or  cholera  patients  may  be  worn  with 
impunity  after  being  submitted  to  the  pro- 
cess. All  forms  of  fermentation,  germs  of 
disease,  bacteria,  or  invisible  organisms  yield  to 
its  power,  and  if  the  water  which  has  been  used 
to  absorb  sulphur  gas  be  used  as  a  gargle,  or 
drink,  it  will  be  found  a  splendid  specific  for 
diphtheria,  or  other  contagious  diseases,  besides 
being  excellent  in  case  of  roup  and  cholera  in 
fowls.  Its  wonderful  powers  of  preservation 
entitle  it  to  be  named  the  destroyer  of  diseases, 
for  decay  and  puterfaction  are  the  same  as  dis- 
eases. Should  you  have  any  difficulty  burning 


sulphur  melt  it  in  a  small  pot  or  crucible,  and 
then  draw  a  lampwick  through  it.  "When  wanted 
for  use  cut  off  a  piece  of  the  wick.  The  reason 
why  sulphur  does  not  burn  freely  at  times  is  be- 
cause it  melts  and  smothers  the  flames.  Here  is 
another  process,  the  invention  of  J.  M.  Bain.  We 
have  not  tried;it  but  it  is  well-known  as 

THE  HAVANA  (?)  PROCESS. 

Take  twenty-four  gallons  of  water,  put  in  it 
twelve  pounds  of  unslackedlime  and  four  pounds 
salt.  Stir  it  well  several  times  a  day,  and  then 
let  it  stand  and  settle  until  perfectly  clear.  Then 
draw  off  twenty  gallons  of  the  clear  lime  and  salt 
water.  By  putting  a  spigot  in  the  barrel  about 
four  inches  from  the  bottom  you  can  draw  off 
the  clear  water  and  leave  the  settlings.  Then 
take  five  ounces  baking  soda,  five  ounces  cream 
of  tartar,  five  ounces  salt  peter,  five  ounces  borax 
and  one  ounce  alum ;  pulverize  these,  mix  and 
dissolve  in  a  gallon  of  boiling  water,  which 
should  be  poured  into  your  twenty  gallons  lime 
water.  This  will  fill  a  whiskey  barrel  about  half 
full,  and  a  barrel  holds  about  150  dozen  eggs. 
Let  the  water  stand  one  inch  above  the  eggs. 
Cover  with  an  old  cloth,  and  put  a  bucket  of  the 
settlings  over  it.  Do  not  let  the  cloth  hang  over 
the  barrel.  After  being  in  the  liquid  thirty  days 
the  eggs  may  be  taken  out  and  packed  in  boxes 
and  shipped.  Do  not  use  the  same  pickle  but 
once.  You  need  not  wait  to  get  a  barrel  full  but 
put  in  the  eggs  at  any  time.  As  the  water  evap- 
orates add  more,  as  the  eggs  must  always  be 
covered  with  the  liquid.  -It  does  not  hurt  the 
eggs  to  remain  in  the  pickle.  It  is  claimed  that 
this  process  will  keep  them  a  year. 

The  next  is  one  that  we  believe  to  be  excellent, 
and  as  a  credit  to  the  source  from  which  we  ob- 
tained it  we  term  it. 

THE  SCIENTIFIC  AMERICAN  PROCES. 

Having  filled  a  clean  keg  or  barrel  witn  fresh 
eggs,  cover  the  eggs  with  cold  salicylic  water. 
The  eggs  must  be  kept  down  by  a  few  small 
boards  floating  on  the  water,  and  the  whole  cov- 
ered with  cloth  to  keep  out  dust.  If  set  in  a 
cool  place  the  eggs  so  packed  will  keep  fresh  for 
months,  but  they  must  be  used  as  soon  as  taken 
out  of  the  brine.  To  make  the  salicylic  solution 
dissolve  salicylic  acid  (which  costs  about  $3  a 
pound)  in  boiling  water,  one  teaspoonful  of  acid 
to  the  gallon.  It  is  not  necessary  to  boil  all  the 
water  as  the  acid  will  dissolve  in  a  less  quantity, 
and  the  rest  may  be  added  to  the  solution  cold. 
The  solution  of  hrine  should  at  no  time  come  In 
contact  with  any  metal.  In  a  clean  airy  cellar 
one  brine  is  sufficient  for  three  months  or  more, 
otherwise  it  should  be  renewed  oftener.  For 
that  purpose  the  kegs,  etc.,  should  have  a  wood- 
en spigot  to  draw  off  liquid  and  replenish  the 
vessel.  Butter  kneaded  in  the  same  solution 
and  packed  tight  in  clean  stone  jars  will  keep 
fresn  the  whole  winter,but  must  be  covered  with 
muslin  saturated  in  the  water,  renewing  it 
sometimes.  Cover  the  jars  with  blotting  paper 
saturated  with  glycerine.  Salicylic  acid  is  harm- 
less and  yet  one  of  the  best  and  certainly  most 
pleasant  disinfectants  in  existence  with  no  color 
nor  taste.  The  water  is  an  excellent  tooth  wash 
and  the  best  gargle  to  prevent  diphtheritic  con- 
tagion. 

The  different  processes  below  are  taken  from 
the  journals  mentioned  in  the  titles: 

THE  POULTRY  MESSENGER  PROCESS. 

Eggs  will  soon  become  cheap  comparatively, 
and  methods  for  keeping  them  will  be  inquired 
for.  Smearing  the  shells  with  linseed  oil  is  re- 
ported to  be  a  good  way.  Rub  the  oil  over  the 
egg  with  the  tip  of  the  finger  and  suffer  it  to  be- 
come dry  on  the  shell.  Eggs  rubbed  over  with 
flax  seed  oil  in  three  months  lost  four  per  cent, 
and  in  six  months  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  of 
their  weight,  and  when  opened  were  found  to  be 
fresh,  with  the  smell  of  fresh  eggs.  Eggs  not  so 
treated  lost  eleven  per  cent,  of  their  weight  in 
three  months,  and  in  six  months  thirteen  per 
cent. 

THE  BOSTON  GLOBE  PROCESS. 

An  Illinois  correspondent  writes:  -'Last  sum- 
mer I  was  induced  to  try  packing  down  eggs  for 
winter  use.  I  had  in  seasons  previous  limed 
them,  but  a  limed  egg  is  not  altogether  to  my 
taste.  Last  summer  I  took  sweet,  clean  kegs, 
set  them  in  a  cool,  dry  place,  with  a  barrel  of 
powdered  dried  earth  hear  at  hand.  In  the  kegs 
I  placed  a  layer  of  this  earth,  then  a  layer  of 
eggs,  small  end  down,  then  a  layer  of  earth,  and 
so  on  until  the  kegs  are  filled.  These  kegs  were 
quite  good  six  months  after  packing  down.  By 
placing  the  eggs  small  end  clown  the  yolk  is  pre- 
vented from  dropping  down  on  the  end  and 
settling  on  the  shell,  while  the  dry,  fine  earth 
keeps  them  from  the  air,  I  suppose  that  ashes  or 
bran  or  any  other  fine,  dry  substance  is  as  good 
as  the  baked  earth,  but  I  write  only  of  wrhat  I 
have  actually  experimented  with." 

THE  FARMERS'  LEDGER  EXPERIMENTS. 

There  is  an  insensible  gradation  from  a  per- 
fectly fresh  egg  to  a  poor  one.  No  amount  of 
skill  will  enable  the  buyer  to  distinguish  between 
an  egg  three  davs  and'one  three  weeks  old.  The 
newly  laid  egg,  however,  is  the  one  he  can  most 
successively  preserve.    Success  depends  upon 


gathering  the  egcs  every  day  and  subjecting 
them  to  the  treatment  desired.  During  the 
month  of  June  preparations  were  made  to  test  the- 
relative  advantages  of  various  methods  already 
known.  Accordingly,  the  eggs  were  gathered' 
each  day,  and  on  every  egg  was  marked  in  lead 
pencil  the  date  laid.  The  following  different 
ways  were  tested:  1.  Hine's  Preserving  Com- 
pound. This  is  probably  largely  lime  and 
salicylic  acid.  It  is  liquid,  in  which' the  eggs  are 
dropped  and  allowed  to  remain  until  ready  for 
use.  2.  Various  preparations  of  salt  and  water.. 
3.  Packing  the  eggs  in  gypsum,  oats,  salt  and 
pulverized  charcoal.  4.  Dipping  in  paraffine, 
beeswax  and  boiling  Rex  Magnus.  5.  Dipping, 
in  boiling  water  for  five  seconds.  6.  Nothing. 

A  few  observations  are  here  given.  An  egg 
laid  June  18  and  placed  in  Hine's  Compound  was- 
examined  July  17  and  found  perfectly  sweet.- 
An  egg  laid  June  18  and  placed  in  a  salt  solution, 
of  thirty-three  per  cent,  salt  was  examined  July 
17,  and  the  yolk  was  found  very  hard  and  the 
white  in  no  way  damaged.  An  egg  laid  June  18. 
and  treated  with  beeswax  was  examined  July 
17  and  found  perfectly  fresh  and  sweet.  There? 
was  no  beeswax  smell  imparted  to  the  contents^ 
July  17  examined  an  egg  laid  June  19 ;  it  was- 
taken  from  a  solution  of  salt  and  water,  con- 
taining eight  per  cent.  salt.  The  yolk  was  hard  ; 
the  egg  had  an  offensive  smell ;  the  white  was 
watery.  Sugar  and  salt  dissolved  in  water  mould 
badly  and  are  of  no  use  in  an  average  cellar. 
September  3  examined  an  egg  laid  June  28  and 
treated  with  Rex  Magnus,  and  found  it  perfectly 
preserved.  An  egg  laid  June  15  and  treated  witi 
paraffine  was  at  this  time,  September  8,  rotten. 
An  egg  laid  June  26  and  paraffined  six  days- 
afterwards  was  good.  September  29  examined 
an  egg  laid  June  13;  July  16  it  was  placed  in  a. 
refrigerator,  where  the  temperature  has  since 
been  about  55°  to  60°F.  It  had  not  been  treated 
in  any  way,  and  at  the  time  broken  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  lady  in  charge  of  the  College 
Farm  house  to  be  a  fresh  egg.  At  the  same  time 
examined  one  laid  June  17.  It  had  been  treated 
with  beeswax.  It  was  perfectly  preserved,  but 
the  yolk  adhered  to  the  shell.  This  of  course 
could  have  been  easily  prevented.  From  these 
observations  it  will  be  seen  that  the  merits  of 
Rex  Magnus,  Hine's  Compound,  or  any  other 
food  preservatives,  are  not  so  numerous  as 
advertisements  at  first  make  them  appear  to  be. 
Before  investing  money  in  food  preservatives  it 
would  be  well  to  investigate  the  properties  of- 
cold  air. 

THE  POULTRY  YARD  PROCESS. 

To  keep  eggs  the  "year  round."  take  one  pint" 
of  salt  and  one  quart  of  fresh  lime,  and  slake 
with  hot  water.  "When  slaked,  add  sufficient 
water  to  make  four  gallons.  When  well  settled 
pour  off  the  liquid  gently  into  a  stone  jar.  Then 
with  a  dish  place  the  eggs  in,  tipping  the  disk 
after  it  fills  with  the  liquid,  so  they  will  roll  out 
without  cracking  the  shell,  for  if  the  shell  is- 
cracked  the  egg  will  spoil.  Put  the  eggs  in 
whenever  you  have  them  fresh.  Keep  them, 
covered  in  a  cool  place  and  they  will  keep  fresh, 
for  one  year. 

THE  PRAIRIE  FARMER  PROCESS. 

The  keeping  of  eggs  being  almost  wholly  * 
question  of  temperature  and  the  exclusion  of  air 
from  them,  it  follows  that  that  which  will  do  both* 
in  the  cheapest  and  most  effectual  way,  will  be 
best.  Hence  eggs  are  kept  in  very  great  num- 
bers bv  cold  storage— that  is  by  providing  a- 
steady  low  temperature  not  above  35°  F.  Butr 
this  is  expensive.  When,  however,  the  tempera- 
ture can  be  kept  down  to  25°,  and  below,  if  eggs- 
are  packed  in  some  dry,  clean  substances  which 
will  exclude  the  atmospheric  air,  they  may  be 
kept  in  a  comparatively  fresh  state  for  months. 
Thismay  be  done  in  the  following  way:  Provide 
clean,  dry  packages,  not  exceeding  in  capacity 
the  quarter  or  thu  d  of  a  barrel,  and  a  sufficiency 
of  common,  finely  ground  land  plaster,such  as  is 
used  for  agricultural  purposes.Commence  by  put- 
ting a  layer  of  the  plaster  two  inches  deep  on  the 
bottom  of  the  package,  and  into  this  set  the  eggs 
small  end  down,  so  each  egg  will  be  separate 
from  every  other.  When  the  strata  of  eggs  is. 
complete  add  more  plaster,  then  a  second  strata 
of  eggs  till  the  package  is  full.  If  the  work  is 
done  carefully,  all  the  eggs  are  sound  when 
packed,  and  each  egg  is  separate  from  each, 
other,  and  the  temperature  not  allowed  to  get 
above  75°  the  result  in  every  case  will  be  satis- 
factory. 

THE  FRENCH  FARMER  PROCESS. 

The  plan  of  a  French  chemist  for  preserving 
eggs  as  follows:  While  quite  fresh  they  are  gen- 
tly struck  against  each  other  to  see  if  they  be 
"sound:"  next  thev  are  placed  in  a  kind  of 
earthen  pitcher  having  a  very  narrow  bottom. 
When  the  vessel  is  full,  a  solution  of  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce  of  quick  lime  to  one  quart  of  water  is 
poured  in.  The  lime  water  permeates  the  she;l 
till  it  reaches  the  first  membrane,  rendering  the 
latter  impervious.  The  pitchers  are  then  placed 
in  a  cellar,  from  which  all  light  is  excluded,  but 
a  uniform  temperature  of  44  to  46°  F.  is  main- 
tained. In  the  course  of  a  few  days  a  pellicle 
forms  on  the  surface  of  the  water  in  each  pitcher 
(carbonate  of  lime.)  and  that  must  never  be- 
broken  till  the  moment  for  withdrawing  the  eggs. 
This  process  enables  the  eggs  to  be  kept  fresh 
for  six  or  eight  months,  and  not  more  than  five 
in  a  thousand  prove  objectionable. 
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THE  BIRMINGHAM  PROCESS. 

At  the  Birmingham,  England,  show  there  was 
a  competition  for  the  best  dozen  of  preserved 
eggs.  The  eggs  had  to  be  sent  in  to  the  custody 
of  the  secretary  prior  to  October  1,  so  that  at  the 
time  of  examination  by  the  judges  they  had  to  be 
at  least  two  months  olcl,  and  it  was  objected  by 
many  that  the  time  was  too  short  and  ought  to 
have' covered  six  months.  The  plan  of  testing 
adopted  by  the  judges  was  as  follows :  To  break 
one  of  each  set  into  a  clean  saucer,  then  to 
bring  the  best  eight  together  in  the  same  sauce- 
pan, putting  them  into  the  cold  water  and  re- 
moving from  the  fire  as  soon  as  boiled,  and  al- 
lowing them  to  remain  one  minute  and  a  half 
before  tasting.  Anoi  her  set,  one  from  each  se- 
lected dozen,  were  boiled  ten  minutes,  and 
opened  when  cold.  Those  preserved  in  lime 
water  were  not  satisfactory,  milk  of  lime  being 
more  highlv  recommended.  Others  that  had 
been  coated  with  melted  dripping  or  beeswax, 
were  also  found  wanting,  the  whites  being  thin 
and  watery.  The  best  had  been  simply  packed 
in  common  salt.  T  hose  had  not  lost  sensibly  by 
evaporation,  had  good  consistent  albumen,  and 
tasted  best  when  boiled.  The  eggs  that  took 
the  second  prize  were  adjudged  nearly  as  good 
as  the  first.  The  young  lady  who  packed  them 
gave  the  following  as  her  method: 

Melt  one  part  of  white  wax  to  two  parts  of 
spermaceti,  bnil  and  mix  thoroughly ;  or  two 
parts  clarified  suet  to  one  of  wax  and  two  of 
spermaceti.  Take  new  laid  eggs,  rub  with  anti- 
ceptic  salt  or  fine  rice  starch.  Wrap  each  egg  in 
fine  tissue  paper,  putting  the  broad  end  down- 
wards, screw  the  paper  tightly  at  the  top,leaving 
an  inch  to  hold  it  by.  Dip  each  egg  rapidly  into 
the  fat  heated  to  100°.  Withdraw  and  leave  to 
cool.  Pack  broad  end  downwards  in  dry  white 
sand  or  sawdust. 

It  was  generally  believed  that  had  the  contest 
covered  a  longer  period  these  would  have  stood 
first.  Another  point  of  superiority  in  this  last 
method  was  the  fine  appearance  of  the  eggs,  the 
shells  being  pure  and  clean  as  when  first  laid. 
For  home  use. probably  the  common  salt  method, 
owing  to  its  simplicity,  will  be  generally  pre- 
ferred, but  for  market,  doubtless.the  extra  pains 
required  by  the  second  method  would  pay.  Next 
to  good  winter  laying  hens  for  profit,  comes  a 
good  method  of  p'reserving  eggs,  and  we  should 
like  to  see  a  contest  of  this  Kind  at  our  own 
poultry  shows  another  season. 

MRS.  MOORE'S  PROCESS. 

Mrs.  X.  II.  Moore,  La  Bette,  Kansas,  at  our 
special  request,  sends  us  her  method  of  preserv- 
ing eggs,  which  she  kindly  does  for  the  benefit 
of  our  readers,  and  to  which  we  call  particular 
attention.  She  says: 

I  received  your  card  requesting  me  to  send  the 
readers  of  theP.K.  the  method  1  used  in  preserv- 
ing eggs.  Should  have  answered  long  ago,  but 
was  ill  when  received  it.  The  way  I  put  upeggs 
is  this.  I  take  a  new  box  that  will  hold  20  dozen 
and  put  a  thick  layer  of  coarse  salt  on  bottom  of 
box :  then  every  day  as  I  gather  in  eggs  fresh 
from  the  nests,  I  take  clean  sweet  lard  and 
grease  each  egg  carefully  all  over,  then  set 
them  in  the  salt,  small  end  of  egg  down,  until 
you  have  a  layer  of  eggs,  set  on  end,  and  then 
you  take  salt  and  put  over  your  layer  of  eggs, 
being  careful  to  fill  in  between  each  egc,  and 
fill  up  every  crevice  w  ill)  the  salt.  Put  salt  be- 
tween each  layer  of  eggs  thick  enough  to  set  the 
ends  of  your  next  layer  of  eggs  in  solid,  so  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  the  eggs  shaking  out  of 
their  places  when  you  are  turning  the  box. 
Keep  on  in  this  manner,  alternate  layers,  of 
greased  eggs  and  salt,  till  your  box  is  full,  taking 
care  to  put  a  thick  layer  of  salt  on  top,  next  to 
cover  of  box,  then  nail"  on  your  box  cover  tight, 
mark  on  the  lid  the  number  of  dozens,  date  of 
finishing  and  packing,  so  as  to  be  sure,  and  tell 
your  readers,  Mr.  Editor,  to  be  sure  their  eggs 
are/resft,  and  never  put  in  an  egg  a  week  old, 
or  a  stale  and  doubtful  looking  egg.  I  would 
leave  my  number  incomplete  before  I  would  put 
in  a  doubtful  egg.  I  think  people  are  careless 
about  the  freshness  of  their  eggs  is  the  reason 
so  many  fail  in  preserving  eggs.  I  find  the  best 
way  is  to  gather,  grease  and  pack  each  davs 
laying  of  eggs.  I  put  up  18  dozen  in  the  above 
way,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1886. (finished  my  box 
on  the  19th).  and  unpacked  the  12th  of 
January,  1887,  and  sold  the  eggs  at  a 
restaurant  at  20  cents  a  dozen.  That  was  my 
experimental  box.  In  the  eighteen  dozen  there 
were  four  spoiled  eggs.  People  that  came  in 
while  1  was  unpacking  the  eggs,  could  not  tell 
which  were  the  preserved  and  which  the  fresh 
eggs,  as  I  broke  a  preserved  and  a  fresh  egg  in 
different  cups,  and  one  old  gentleman  actually 
picked  on  the  preserved  as  a  fresh  egg.  I  fried 
and  boiled  the  preserved  eggs,  and  I  knoio  no 
one  could  find  fault  with  the  flavor.  The  lard 
prevents  the  salt  from  hardening  or  cooking  the 
egg.  I  turned  my  box  only  twice  a  week.  I 
washed  the  preserved  eggs  in  warm  soapsuds 
and  wiped  them  dry  with  an  old,  soft  towel. 
This  has  to  be  done  very  carefully.  The  eggs, 
after  washing  and  wiping  dry,  can  be  packed  to 
ship  or  marketed  at  home.  Pack  in  anyway 
most  convenient,  in  bran,  oats,  etc.,  of  course. 
The  preserving  will  not  keep  them  from  freez- 
ing before  they  are  unpacked, or  after.  Through 
the  summer  they  must  be  kept  in  a  cool,  dry 
place,  turning  twice  a  week.  In  winter  keep  in 


a  warm,  dry  place,  but  not  too  warm,  turning 
twice  a  week.  The  above  is  just  as  I  did  with 
my  eggs,  and  I  had  perfect  success.  To  sum  up, 
the  eggs  must  be  fresh,  the  lard  sweet,  the  salt 
dry;  then  go  ahead. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROCESSES. 

Below  are  a  few  processes  that  were  collected 
from  sources  to  which  no  credit  properly  be- 
longs, or  which  are  unknown : 

Preserving  Eggs  in  Bottles.— A  woman  liv- 
ing on  a  ranch  in  the  Washoe  Valley,  Nev.,  re- 
ports a  novel  method  of  preserving  eggs  for 
winter  use.  During  the  summer  she  breaks  the 
eggs,  pours  the  contents  into  bottles  which  are 
tightly  corked  and  sealed,  when  they  are  placed 
in  the  cellar  neck  down.  She  claims  the  con- 
tents of  the  bottles  come  out  as  fresh  as  when 
put  in. 

Preserving  Eggs  with  Lime.— The  best  time 
to  preserve  eggs  may  be  stated  to  be  when  they 
are  perfectly  fresh.  No  amount  of  preserving 
can  restore  a  stale  egg,  and  if  it  is  preserved  at 
all  the  best  that  can  be  done  is  to  keep  it  as  it  is 
and  from  getting  worse.  The  main  point  is  to 
put  them  in  the  preserving  liquor  or  preparation 
as  quickly  as  possible,  ana  to  keep  out  all  bad 
ones,  which  would  certainly  infect  the  sound 
eggs.  The  usual  preparation  is  lime  water, 
made  by  slaking  lime  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
then  adding  water  until  it  is  like  common  white- 
wash used  for  buildings.  This  is  left  to  settle 
and  the  clear  liquid  is  drawn  off  into  some  con- 
venient vessel.  The  eggs  are  carefully  slipped 
into  this  liquor  from  a  tin  dipper,  and  when  the 
vessel  is  nearly  filled  a  cloth  is  laid  over  the 
eggs,  and  this  is  covered  with  two  inches  of  the 
thick  lime,  and  then  water  is  poured  over  it  and 
kept  fully  one  inch  deep. 


A  DEVICE  FOR  TURNING  EGGS. 

Preserving  with  Gelatine.— Dissolve  one 
pound  gelatine  with  one  gallon  of  milk  at  a  tem- 
perature of  130°  to  140°.  It  is  then  sliced  and 
dried.  These  slices  will  jelly  other  gallons  of 
milk.  Meats,  fruits  and  eggs  are  said  to  keep  in 
it. 

Preserving  with  Salicylic  Acid.— Coat  the 
eggs  with  butter  containing  a  few  grains  of  sali- 
cylic acid ;  place  in  sawdust,  the  eggs  not  touch- 
ing each  other. 

Preserving  with  Boractc  Acid.— A  mixture 
of  boracic  acid  and  borax,  dissolved  in  water 
(proportions  not  given)  is  said  to  be  excellent. 

Preserving  with  Water  Glass.— Coat  the 
eggs  with  liquid  silicate  of  soda  (water  glass) 
and  pack  in  bran. 

We  present  the  above  as  our  own  experience 
and  that  of  others,  thereby  collecting  together 
quite  a  book  on  the  subject,  which  will  be  valu- 
able to  those  interested,  and  hence  this  number 
should  be  carefully  saved. 

The  Wax  Paper  Process.— Says  Mr.  C.  G. 
Jordon,  in  Colorado  Farmer:  "I  am  experiment- 
ing this  summer.  I  am  wrapping  eggs  in  wax 
paper,  such  as  is  used  for  wrapping  butter,  pop- 
corn, etc.  It  excludes  the  air,  is  cheap,  and  I 
think  it  will  keep  eggs  all  right  until  they  are 
worth  5  to  10  cents  more  per  dozen.  I  opened 
some  which  have  been  packed  forty-five  days, 
and  they  were  in  prime  condition.  So  far  so 
good.  I  wrap  them  the  day  after  they  are  laid. 
If 'not  perfectly  clean,  wash  them  before  wrap- 
ping." 

The  Beeswax  Process. — A  French  authority 
gives  the  following  method.  Melt  four  ounces  of 
clear  beeswax  in  a  porcelain  dish,  over  a  gentle 
fire,  and  stir  in  eight  ounces  of  olive  oil.  Let  the 
resulting  solution  of  wax  in  oil  cool  somewhat, 
then  dip  the  eggs,  one  by  one,  into  it,  so  as  to 
coat  every  part  of  the  shell,  A  momentary  dip 
is  sufficient,  all  excesses  of  the  mixture  being 
wiped  off  with  cotton  cloth.  The  oil  is  absorbed 
in  the  shell,  the  wax  hermetically  closing  all  the 
poles.  It  is  elaimed  that  eggs  thus  treated,  and 


packed  away  in  powdered  charcoal  in  a  cool' 
place,  have  been  found  as  fresh  and  palatable  as 
when  newly  laid.  Paraffine,  which  melts  to  a 
thin  liquid  at  a  temperature  below  the  boiling  of 
water,  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  odorless, 
tasteless,  harmless  and  cheap,  can  be  advanta- 
geously substituted  for  the  wax  and  oil,  and 
used  in  a  similar  manner.  Thus  coated  and  put 
into  lime  pickle,  it  is  said  that  the  eggs  may  be 
safely  stored  for  many  months  ;  in  charcoal,  un- 
der favorable  circumstances,  for  a  year  or  more. 
They  should  be  kept  in  a  cool  place. 

AUSTRALIAN  MODE. 

Mr.  W.  Battye,  of  Selkirk,  Man.,  Can.,  writes 
us  that  in  Australia  eggs  are  preserved  in  the 
following  manner:  The  vessels  in  which  the 
eggs  are  to  be  placed  are  glass  jars  with  patent 
stoppers,  vulcanized  india-rubber  joints  making 
them  perfectly  air-tight.  As  soon  as  the  eggs 
have  been  collected,  the  jars  are  stood  in  hot 
water  for  some  time,  and  left  until  the  air  in 
them  has  become  thoroughly  warm  andrarefield.. 
The  jars  having  been  heated,  the  eggs  are  wrap- 
ped up  in  paper  to  prevent  them  knocking  to- 
gether, and  placed  in  warm  receptacles,  their 
pointed  ends  being  uppermost.  The  jars  are 
immediately  closed  up,  and  then,  and  not  until: 
then,  are  removed  from  the  hot  water.  It  is; 
said  that  if  this  process  is  skillfully  carried  outr 
the  eggs  will  be  as  fit  for  the  breakfast  table  as 
the  day  they  were  laid  many  months  after  they 
were  put  in  the  jars.  The  great  secret  of  suc- 
cess in  carrying  out  this  method  is,  no  doubt, 
to  thoroughly  heat  the  air  in  the  jars.  The  eggs 
will  stand  a  better  chance  of  keeping  if  the 
paper  in  which  they  are  packed  is  previously 
baked  and  used  warm.  Patent  stoppered  jars 
are  not  absolutely  necessary,  any  stopper  ans- 
wering which  effectually  excludes  the  air. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hoole,  Dunkirk,. 
N.  Y.,  sends  us  a  device  for 
turning  eggs,  which  was  con- 
sidered worthy  of  insertioni 
in  both  the  Farm  and  Gar- 
den and  Poultry  Keeper.. 
It  is  published  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all,  and  is  not  patented, 
so  far  as  we  are  aware.  Mr.. 
Hoole  says : 

"I  think  the  turning  of 
eggs  from  one  tray  into- 
another  by  flopping  them, 
over,  often  injures  them  so* 
they  will  not  hatch.  I  think 
now  that  I  have  a  tray  that 
works  well,  and  you  can  turn 
the  eggs  in  ten  or  fifteen  sec- 
onds one-half  or  one-fourth, 
around,  or  any  way  to  suit.. 
Mine  works  to  a  charm,  and . 
costs  but  little.  No.  1  is  tray 
ready  for  the  eggs.  No.  2  is  a  . 
"V-shaped  wood  as  long  as  the 
tray  is  wide,  three-fourths  of ' 
an  inch  square,  and  planed 
down  to  the  V  shape.  Nov3: 
is  a  roller  three-fourths  or 
seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  (I  took 
window-curtain  sticks),  and  as  long  as  the- 
V-shaped  sticks.  I  used  stout  wire  at  the 
back  end,  cut  it  off  about  one  inch  long,, 
and  drove  it  into  the  center  of  my  roller.  I 
used  wood  \z/i  inches  wide  and  one-quarter  of 
an  inch  thick  for  my  pulleys  in  the  front,  using 
1%-inch  screws,  and  over  the  screws  I  drove: 
wire  brads,  such  as  the  manufacturers  of  blinds-- 
use;  straightening  them  out  and  then  bending 
them  so  as  to  fit  the  screw,  and  go  into  the  cut 
in  the  screw,  so  it  will  not  turn  in  the  pulley.  I 
set  my  pulleys  two  inches  apart  from  center  to- 
center,  but  think  a  little  less  would  do  as  well.. 
I  have  fifteen  rollers  in  my  tray,  and  eight  eggs 
on  each  roller.  I  take  hold  of  the  middle  roller 
with  thumb  and  linger— top  and  bottom  of  roller,, 
and  every  egg  turns.  It  must  be  made  to  turn 
easily." 

Now  let  us  take  a  view  of  all  of  the  processes 
given  and  condense  the  whole  into  a  nutshell, 
and  also  to  avoid  mistakes : 

THE  POULTRY  KEEPER'S  ADVICE. 

1.  Only  strictly  fresh  eggs  can  be  preserved, 
and  in  packing  them  the  eggs  should  not  touch, 
each  other,  as  one  bad  egg  will  spoil  the  whole. 

2.  Engs  collected  from  neighbors,  or  at  stores, 
will  not  answer,  as  even  the  most  obliging  neigh- 
bor may  unintentionally  impose  a  stale  egg  on. 
you. 

3.  Eggs  from  hens  not  in  company  with  cocks 
will  keep  three  times  as  long  as  will  those  from 
hens  mated  with  cocks.  Hence,  in  summer, 
after  hatching  is  over,  remove  the  males,  as  the 
hens  will  lay  fully  as  well  without  them. 

4.  Keep  the  eggs  as  near  60  degrees  as  possi- 
ble, but  70  is  not  too  high.  In  other  words,  keep 
them  in  a  cool  place  in  summer,  and  do  not  let- 
tliem  freeze  in  winter. 

5.  Be  sure  and  turn  the  eggs  at  least  twice  a 
week,  or  the  yolks  will  adhere  to  the  shell,  no 
matter  how  they  mav  be  preserved.  This  may 
be  done  by  putting  the  eggs  in  a  box,  and  turn- 
ing the  box,  or  by  placing  the  eggs  on  a  rack,  or 
turning  tray,  like  the  egg  turner  illustrated  ra. 
this  issue. 
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6.  Eps  will  keep  in  a  cool  place,  if  simply 
turned  often,  without  any  packing  at  all,  espe- 
cially if  tliey  are  from  hens  not  in  company  with 
cocks. 

7.  Dry,  finely-sifted  coal  ashes,  dry  salt,  fine, 
•clean  dry  dirt,  corn,  oats,  chaff,  charcoal,  or 
bran,  will  answer,  but  ashes  or  salt  are  preferred. 

8.  Twenty  grains  salicylic  acid  in  one  gill  of 
■Cottonseed  oil  (or  lard)  may  be  used  for  greasing 

the  eggs  slightly,  in  order  to  prevent  evaporation, 
-  before  packing. 

9.  The  liquid  processes  are  not  as  convenient 
•  as  the  dry*processes.   Do  not  trust  any  of  the 

so-called  "Havana,"  "New  York,"  or  other  Bain, 
methods. 

10.  Never  go  into  the  business  of  preserving 
■  eggs  until  you  have  experimented  with  a  dozen, 

breaking  an  egg  every  mouth,  in  order  to  make 
observation. 

11.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  preserve  eggs  and 
have  them  fresh  at  the  end  of  six  mouths,  but  as 
three  months  is  long  enough,  eggs  from  unmated 
hens  will  easily  keep  that  length  of  time.  The 
:prices  advance  in  three  months  from  the  time 
prices  are  low. 

12.  Assort  your  eggs  when  taken  out  for  sale, 
putting  dark  ones  together  and  light  ones  to- 
gether. Wash  them  clean  before  preserving,  in 
warm  water,  and  do  the  same  when  taking  them 
out. 

In  the  above  we  give  you  all  that  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  have  not  relied  on  our  own  knowl- 
edge alone.  You  cannot  procure  any  book  that 
will  give  you  as  much  information  on  preserving 
eggs.  So  keep  this  number.  We  particularly 
recommend  the  method  of  Mrs.  Moore,  but  try 
all,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good.  Nex 
month  we  will  give  a  special  on  lice. 


The  Cheapest  Poultry  House  that  Can  he  Built. 

We  give  a  design  of  the  poultry  house  of  Mr.  J. 
L.  Harris,  of  Cinnaminson,  N.  J.,  taken  from 
Farm  and  Garden,  Philadelphia,  which  though 
not  as  convenient  and  as  well  arranged  as  some 
houses,  can  be  built  at  the  least  cost,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  greatest  available  space.  The  roof  is 
always  the  most  expensive  part  of  a  house.  The 
studding  and  rafters  are  also  expen- 
sive items.  We  propose  to  get  rid  of 
much  of  both  the  roof  and  the  stud- 
ding, which  will  be  noticed  by  refer- 
ence to  Figure  2.  Before  beginning  ENTRA!\ 
the  description,  we  will  state  that 
although  we  give  the  size  shown  here, 
yet  the  house  may  be  of  any  length 
desired,  while  boards  8, 10, 12, 14,  or 
16  feet  may  be  used,  according  to 
preference,  but  we  will  use  for  con- 
venience, boards  10  feet  long  and  one 
inch  thick,  which  are  nailed  straight 
up  and  down,  the  joints  covered  with 
strips  two  inches  wide.  We  would 
suggest  that  before  putting  on  the 
strips,  the  boards  be  covered  with 
building  paper,  (price  one-half  cent 
per  square  foot),  and  painted  with 
linseed  oil;  or  cheap  tarred  paper 
may  be  used,  as  the  strips  will  held 
the  paper  on'  lirmly,  and  the  house  will  then 
be  water-tight  and  frost-proof. 

No  posts  are  i  equired,  as  t  he  boards  are  nailop 
to  six  stringers  (2x3or3x4)  running  length- 
wise the  building,  the  ends  of  which  are  shown 
at  A  A  AAA  .'■  lire  2.  The  roof  is  made  by 
fastening  boards  to  cross  pieces,  and  tarred  pa- 
per placed  over  the  boards.  The  cross  pieces  are 
simply  boards  four  feet  long  and  one  inch  thick, 
and  nine  inches  wide,  slightly  rounded.  The 
partitions  are  made  by  nailing  two  boards  (each 
one  foot  wide)  at  the  bottom,  with  lath  running 
straight  up  and  down.  The  bottom  boards  and 
top  cross  pieces  tie  the  building  together.  A  few 
strips,  running  crosswise,  may  be  needed  for 
fastening  the  lath  partitions. 

For  a  building  12feet  on  the  floor,  4  feet  on  the 
roof,  and  10  feet  on  the  sides,  the  cost  will  be 


mate  is  a  rough  one,  and  may  not  be  correct,  but 
it  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  cost.  The  labor 
will  be  extra,  but  the  house  is  very  simple  in 
construction,  and  can  be  easily  built.  Windows 
will  be  extra,  of  course. 

The  advantages  of  this  house  are :  1.  Its  cheap 
cost.  2.  Its  form  braces  it  firmly.  3.  No  posts 
or  uprights  are  required,  except  for  doors.  4. 


12.  FEET 

MR.  HARRIS'  POULTRY  HOUSE.— PIG.  2. 

The  roof  may  be  nearly  flat,  and  of  cheap  ma- 
terial. 5.  It  gives  the  greatest  available  space  on 
the  floor  for  the  least  money.  6.  On  opening  the 
doors,  the  two  foot  boards  prevent  birds  from 
passing  by  you,  nor  can  they  see  each  other,from 
adjoining  apartments,  when  on  the  floor.  7.  It 
is  a  covered  shed  in  bad  weather,  as  a  flock  of  a 
dozen  of  hens  may  have  a  space  10x12  feet.  8. 
It  can  be  built  of  10-feet  boards,  if  preferred, 
and  the  upper  part  used  as  a  pigeon  loft.  9.  A 
carpenter  is  not  required  to  build  it,  as  the  plan 
is  simple.  10.  It  may  have  a  board,  floor,  if  pre- 
ferred. 11.  The  sides  cheapen  the  cost  of  the 
roof.  12.  The  windows  may  be  of  any  width  or 
size. 

To  prevent  hens  from  eating  eggs  the  nest 
should  be  somewhat  dark,  and  the  hens  will  not 


MR.  HARRIS'  POULTRY  HOUSE.— FIG.  1. 

about  as  follows:  Boards.2000feet  for  sides  (less 
space  taken  un  by  the  windows)  at  $20  per  thou- 
sand, $40 :  roof.400  feet,  *S ;  ends.  200  feet,  $4 ;  par- 
titions, bottom  boards,  250  feet,  $5  :  doors,  etc., 
200  feet.  $4 :  studding  (lengthwise),  600  feetat$20 
per  thousand,  $1 2 ;  for  partitions,  etc.,  400  feet,  $8 ; 
total  tor  lumber.  $81 .  Tarred  paper  for  roof  will 
be,  for  paper,  paint,  etc.,  $12,  while  paper  for 
sides,  and  also  strips,  will  be  about  $15.  while 
hardware  and  incidentals  will  add  about  $10 
more,  making  a  total  of  $128  for  a  house  100  feet 
long  and  12  feet  wide, for  material.  This  esti- 


NEST  BOX  TO  PREVENT  EGG  EATING. 

stay  in  a  dark  box  longer  than  to  deposit  the 
eggs  and  come  out.  In  the  illustration  is  a 
simple  box,  into  which  the  hen  enters,  turns  to 
the  right,  and  finds  a  secluded  nest,  where  she 
will  lay  and  run  out  to  give  notice  by  cackling. 
As  the  eggs  will  be  always  hidden  from  view  the 
temptation  to  eat  them  will  be  removed.  The 
box  may  be  of  any  desired  size,  or  a  soap  box 
may  be  altered  for  the  purpose.  The  eggs  are 
removed  by  raising  the  door  A,  on  top,  over  the 
nest,  or  the  door  may  be  placed  at  the  side,  if 
preferred. 


Snide  Poultry  Yards.— Mr.  A.  Mandeville, 
box  564,  Bloomington,  Illinois.— "The  Poultry 
Keeper  is  a  dandy,  and  I  would  not  be  without 
it.  I  have  been  a  traveling  man  for  twelve 
years,  and  have  raised  poultry  of  several  kinds. 
Have  abandoned  the  road  now,  and  am  in  the 
business  for  profit.  In  my  travels  I  have  visited 
hundreds  of  poultry  yards,  so-called,  but  the 
worse  "snides"  you  ever  saw.  I  am  preparing  a 
letter  for  the  Po'ultry  Keeper  on  snide  yards, 
and  snide  men  that  keep  them.  Will  also  send 
mv  experience  and  a  plan  of  my  house,  which  I 
think  can't  be  beat.  Have  a  pullet  that  has 
never  layed  an  egg,  yet  wanted  to  set.  I  gave 
her  thirteen  eggs,  and  she  hatched  out  twelve 
chicks.  I  never  knew  the  like  before." 

He  Don't  Buy  any  More  Eggs.— Mr.  H.  L. 
Raven.  Merrelitown,  Texas.— "Mr.  G.  M.  Crow, 
Hollis.  Texas,  claims  that  it  is  just  as  impossible 
for  hens  in  Texas  to  lay  in  midwinter  as  any- 
where else.  Of  course,  if  he  does  not  expect  to 
have  eggs  he  will  not  have  them,  because  lie  will 
not  care  for  and  feed  the  hens  to  have  them. 
Since  1  have  commenced  attending  to  my  fowls 
properly  I  have  eggs  all  winter,  and  they  sell  for 
from  20'  to  30  cents  per  dozen.  I  think  if  Mr. 
Crow  will  raise  some  chicks  all  through  the  year 
he  will  have  some  laving  hens  in  winter.  There 
is  no  use  being  without  eggs  in  winter  in  this 
warm  climate.  I  used  to  buy  my  eggs  for  Christ- 
mas, but  have  quit  that  way  of  doing,  and  now 
sell  to  others." 


[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out ;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 

Strange  Hatching— Mrs.  W.W.Willis,  Poca- 
hontas.Tenn—  "I  have  had  (tome)  a  very  strange 
experience  in  hatching.  I  set  two  hens  at  the 
same  time,  and  half  the  eggs  under  each  hatch- 
ed at  the  same  time.  I  gave  all  the  chicks  to  one 
hen.  and  left  the  balance  of  unhatched  eggs  un- 
der the  other  hen.  Eight  days  after  a  11  the  other 
eggs  (except  three  which  were  not  fertile)  hatch- 
ed. A  neighbor  gives  a  similar  experience.  A 
hen  set  four  weeks,  and  brought  off  17  chicks. 
This  is  something  I  never  heard  of  before,  and 
mav  be  of  interest  to  many.  We  are  in  love 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper.  Long  may  it  wave." 

Good  Laying  by  Young  Ducks— C.  A. H., 
Mannville,  Florida— "I  have  been  a  reader  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  two  years,  and  think  itthe 
"boss."  I  have  two  Pekin  ducks  which  were 
hatched  May  2d,  1886,  that  began  to  lay  at  five 
months  and  six  days  old.  Up  to  June  21st,  1887. 
they  layed  229  eggs,  which  I  think  is  hard  to  beat 
considering  the  care  they  had." 

About  Feeding— Mr.  J.  E.  Unks,  Browns- 
ville, Pa.— "I  know  that  if  Mr.  George  S.  Mur- 
phy would  not  feed  his  young  chicks  only  on 
hard-boiled  eggs  for  a  week,  not  give  them  water 
for  the  first  three  days,  and  do  not  feed  them 
middlings  or  so  much  wheat  until  after  they  are 
weaned,  and,  above  all,  feed  them  Haven's  Cli- 
max Condition  Powder;  yes,  and  shoot  the  rats, 
they  would  not  die,  as  he  says." 

Why  Eggs  do  not  Hatch.— Mr.  S.  Stevens, 
Newark,  New  York. — "I  think  the  most  trouble 
with  eggs  in  not  hatching  better  is  that  too  many 
roosters  are  kept.  I  received  24  Urown  Leghorn 
eggs  from  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  where  only  two  roost- 
ers are  with  75  hens.  I  had  22  chicks  hatched. 
Give  us  all  the  news  you  can." 

Medicine  That  Killed.— Mr.  J.  H.  Pursell, 
Doylestown,  O.— "I  used  a  receipt  in  May  issue 
of  P.  K.,  page  218,  for  the  cholera,  and  made 
same  as  directed.  It  killed  a  valuable  hen  in  less 
than  half  an  hour.  I  used  it  once  before  on  a 
hen  very  far  gone,  with  like  results."  [The 
medicine  is  harmless,  and  perhaps  the  hens  could 
not  be  saved  in  any  manner. — Ed.] 

Heavy  Laying  by  Black  Leghorns.— Mr. 
N.  S.  Beardsley,  High  School,  St.  Paul,  Minn.— 
"I  have  a  little  experience  that  is  hard  to  beat. 
If  anybody  can  beat  it  I  shall  be  pleased  to  know 
it.  I  have  four  Black  Leghorn  pullets  that  layed 
in  sixty  days,  commencing  April  10th,  210  eggs- 
three  one  day  and  four  the  next  without  a  miss. 
I  think  the  Black  Leghorn  can  beat  any  other 
breed.  I  will  put  up  ten  of  them  against  ten  of 
any  ether  breed  in  the  world  next  season,  for 
either  money  or  glory,  the  pen  laying  the  most 
eggs  in  sixty  or  ninety  days  to  have  the  spoils, 
both  to  be  kept  under  the  same  conditions/' 

The  Browns  for  Eggs.— Mr.  J.  J.  Houghton, 
545 Sixteenth  street,  Detroit,  Mich— "I  will  tell 
you  what  I  did  last  year  with  fifteen  pullets  and 
hens.  I  got,  for  the  year,  from  Jan.  1st,  1886,  to 
Dec.  31st,  1954  eggs,  and  raised  seventy-five  . 
chicks,  all  thoroughbred  Brown  and  Black  Leg- 
horns. Used  common  hens  for  hatching." 

A  crop-round  Hen. — Mr.  G.  W.  Sturges,  161 
First  St..  Albany,  N.  Y. — "I  enjoy  the  P.  K.  very 
much.  It  has  a  good  many  spicy  articles  and  a 
great  manv  useful  hints.  I  had  a  young  hen 
that  got  crop-bound  with  dried  grass.  My  wife 
told  me  that  the  hen  would  not  live,  so  I  cut  the 
crop  open,  about  one  inch  long,  and  removed 
everything  out  of  the  crop  with  my  finger,  I 
could  feel  her  heart  beat.  Have  had  her  on 
soft-food  since,  without  water,  and  she  is  now  all 
right.  My  wife  sewed  the  cut  place  with  silk 
thread,  and  put  on  a  piece  of  plaster.  The  crop 
was  cut  open  near  the  top." 

An  Awful  Lie.— A  Chicago  paper  says  that 
"Mr.  Ara  Sonle,  of  Grant.  Minn.,  noticed  that 
one  of  his  favorite  hens  had  ceased  laying  eggs, 
but  was  growing  remarkably  large.  Finally, 
after  attaining  an  astonishing  size  the  hen  died, 
and  Mr.Soule  was  curious  enough  to  hold  a  post- 
mortem examination.  He  cut  the  fowl  open  and 
was  somewhat  astonished  when  four  well-devel- 
oped spring  chickens  popped  out  and  began 
strutting  around  the  barnyard.  He  supposes 
that  some  trouble  with  the  hen's  organization 
had  stopped  the  egress  of  the  eggs  and  that  the 
natural  heat  of  her  body  incubated  the  chicken 
germs." 

A  Huge  Langshan Egg— Mr.  A. A.  Halladay, 
Bellows  Fallf,  Vt—  "Here  is  an  egg  for  you.  My 
prize  Langshan  hen  layed  an  egg  on  the  7th  of 
June  which  measures  8x9  inches,  and  weighs  5% 
ounces.  She  has  layed  an  egg  of  ordinary  size 
every  day  since.  The  hen  weighs  ten  pounds, 
and  is  not  fat.  Who  can  beat  it  7" 
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A  Cube  for  Cholera  and  Gapes— Mr.  F.  L. 
Carter,Bryan,0  —  "As  this  is  the  time  for  cholera 
and  gapes  I  thought  I  would  send  you  a  receipt 
for  them  which  has  proved  to  be  a  good  one. 
Have  tried  it  for  both  diseases  with  success. 
Here  it  is :  sulphur,  6  ounces ;  copperas,5  ounces ; 
red  pepper,  3  ounces;  gum  myrrh,  2  ounces; 
dose,  a  tablespoonful  once  or  twice  a  day,  in 
about  one  quart  of  soft  food,  for  20  birds.  I 
have  taken  vour  paper  for  a  year,  and  give  it  all 
the  credit  of  my  success.  I  have  23  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  and  19  Light  Brahmas— pure  bred. 
Have  had  an  average  hatch  of  11  chicks  from 
13  eggs.  Good,  is  it  not  ?"   [Yes.— Ed.] 

Worms  and  Roup.— Mr.  C.  H.  Bordan,  Red 
Bank,  N.  J.— "I  killed  a  nice  fat  hen,  and  when 
my  wife  was  cleaning  her  she  noticed  the  en- 
trails were  hard.  She  cut  one  and  they  were 
filled  with  worms  about  two  inches  long,  all 
matted  together.  She  was  fat  but  we  did  not 
eat  her.  I  killed  another  that  had  roup.  The 
disease  was  all  in  her  head  and  eyes.-  I  did  not 
have  time  to  doctor  her,  as  she  was  so  bad  with 
canker  sore  throat.  I  had  another  with  her  eyes 
filled  with  cheesy  matter.  I  washed  it  out  with 
warm  water,  and  used  carbolic  acid  and  glyce- 
rine (one  part  acid  to  two  parts  glycerine)  to 
annoint  with,  and  she  recovered  at  once." 

The  Soap  and  Pepper  Pill.  — Mr.  W.  F. 
Mitchell,  53  Devonshire  street,  Boston,  Mass.: 
"I  notice  in  your  June  issue  that  Mr.  Dittman 
cured  a  fowl  of  a  bad  case  of  roup  with  the 
cayenne  pepper  and  soap  pill,  I  noticed  that 
same  remedy  in  the  P.  K.  last  year,  and  seeing 
that  it  was  recommended  by  two  or  three,  and 
was  so  simple,  as  well  as  easy  to  administer,  I 
tried  it  on  a  valuable  Light  Brahma  cockerel.  I 
gave  hiin  one  pill  about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut, 
with  plenty  of  red  pepper  worked  well  into  the 
soap,  and  the  next  morning  he  was  well.  I 
have  tried  it  several  times  since,  and  have  not 
lost  a  bird." 

Shipping  Eggs.— Mr.  P.  A.  "Vogt,  Waskom, 
Texas:  "On  June  8th  I  received  three  sittings  of 
eggs,  and  out  of  the  39  seven  were  broken.  Now 
this  should  not  be  the  case  where  shippers  un- 
derstand their  business.  I  would  suggest  a  light 
crate,  well  packed  and  fastened,  marked 
"handle  with  care,"  as  it  would  not  be  jostled  so 
much  as  a  basket."  [The  plan  has  been  tried- 
baskets  are  better.— Ed.] 

The  P.  K.  Instructor— Mrs.  M.  Johnson, 
Trinidad.  Colorado:  "I  am  delighted  with  the 
P.  K.,  being  recently  induced  to  subscribe  by  a 
neighbor.  It  appears  to  me  that  a  novice  in  the 
art  of  poultry  raising  can  find  all  necessary 
knowledge  in  yonr  paper.  I  have  recently 
failed  with  the  poultry  but  will  do  better  now, 
as  I  have  the  P.  K.  for  an  instructor.  Eggs  and 
poultry  bring  good  prices  here.  I  have  sent  for 
all  of  last  year's  back  numbers  of  P.  K." 

A  Precocious  Plymouth  Rock.— Mrs.  O.  G. 
Stillman,  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.— "I  wish  to  know 
If  it  is  an  uncommon  thing  for  a  Plymouth  Rock 
cockerel,  only  10  weeks  old,  to  crow.  I  have 
one.  hatched  in  an  incubator  in  March,  which 
began  to  crow  when  10  weeks  old,  and  continues 
to  do  so.  He  weighed  two  pounds  at  that  age. 
Will  he  be  a  good  specimen  for  a  prize  at  our 
show  this  fall?"  [It  is  very  unusual.  He  should 
win  if  well  marked  and  grows  as  fast  until 
matured.— Ed.] 

Experience  with  an  Incubator.— Mr.  F.W. 
Elwell,  Clarksfown,  Pa.— "I  notice  in  your  June 
number  that  Dr.  Burr  thinks  there  is  no  incuba- 
tor like  Renwick's  Thermostatic.  Has  he  tried 
the  Andrews,  made  at  Elmira,  N.  Y?  I  tried 
one  last  winter,  and  got  as  high  as  95  per  cent, 
and  not  less  than  83  per  cent.,  and  in  cold 
weather.  I  also  tried  the  brooder,  and  lost 
scarcely  any.  The  eggs  were  bought  from 
farmers." 

Don't  Publish  This.— Mrs.  Kate  Pickett, 
Magenta  Plantation,  La.  —  "Your  Poultry 
Keeper  comes  regularly,  and  if  it  is  appreciated 
as  highly  by  all  your  readers  as  by  me  it  will 
certainly  attain  to  a  huge  circulation.  I  am 
living  on  a  large  Southern  plantation,  but 
the  royal  homage  paid  to  King  Cotton  Is  as 
nothing  compared  with  my  devotion  to  my 
treasured  feathered  pets,  though  they  are  only 
the  inferior  stock  as  kept  by  all  farmers, 
with  an  admixture  of  Plymouth  Rock.  I  en- 
joy your  Poultry  Keeper  very  much,  and  I 
think  one  pivotal  point  of  its  remarkable  suc- 
cess is  that  it  chronicles  the  actual  experiences 
of  poultry  raisers,  and  not  an  exposition  of  crude 
theory.  Chickens  are  capable  of  engaging  one's 
attention  from  an  asthetical  standpoint  and  an 
ornithological  standpoint,  just  as  Audubon, Wil- 
son and  White  loved  the  birds  of  the  air. 
Chickens  are,  and  alwavs  will  be,  a  most  salient 
point  in  our  markets,  and  home  life,  for  what 
would  not  Thanksgiving  and  Christinas  be  for 
not  having  the  traditional  turkey,  or  the  sump- 
tuous feast  without  its  chicken  salad  or  "Pete- 
de-fore-gras.  Do  not  publish  this,  as  it  does  not 
interest  your  readers,  being  simply  an  entente- 
cordiale  from  subscriber  to  editor.  [No;  we 
will  not,  as  a  matter  of  course.  Thanks  for  kind 
letter.— Ed.] 

Crossing  Wyandottes  and  Plymouth 
Rocks.— Mr.  John  J.  Johnson,  Meriden,  Ct.— "I 
have  crossed  Wyandotte  hens  with  P.  Rock 
cocks ,  and  all  the  chicks  were  P.  Rock  color, 


with  yellow  legs,  some  with  single  and  some 
with  double  combs.  These  chicks,  at  six  weeks 
old,  made  good,  plump,  two-pound  broilers.  I 
then  crossed  P.  Rock  hens  with  Wyandotte 
cocks,  but  with  different  results.  The  chicks 
from  these  were  black  in  color,  with  dark,  or 
nearly  black  legs,  and  at  six  weeks  old  weighed 
only  1%  pounds  each.  [Even  1%  pounds  is  very 
heavy  weight  at  six  weeks. — Ed.]  I  have  one 
other  cross,  that  of  Wyandotte  hens  ana  Black 
Java  cock.  The  chicks  seem  true  Javas,  black 
as  a  crow,  with  yellow  feet,  but  have  Wyandotte 
combs.  They  are  fair  size,  but  not  so  large  as 
the  P.  Rock  cross.  The  chicks  were  all  marked 
when  hatched,  then  run  together,  and  treated 
alike.  I  have  some  fine  Wyandottes,  and  also 
Dirigos,  but  they  do  not  come  up  to  the  crosses 
as  broilers." 

A  Good  Hint.— Mr.  F.  A.  White,  Philomarth, 
Oregon. — "I  wish  those  who  attempt  to  describe 
their  machines,  or  devices,  would  be  more  care- 
ful about  some  of  the  smaller  points,  such  as 
moisture  pans,  the  size,  etc.,  where  to  place  the 
thermometers,  whether  to  place  it  on  the  bottom 
of  the  tray,  or  where.  Such  points  are  import- 
ant to  those  who  never  saw  an  incubator." 

Wants  it  Weekly.— Mr.  R.  C.  Stone,  Leto" 
hatchee,  Alabama.— "I  have  been  a  subscriber  to 
your  valuable  paper  only  a  short  time,  but  I 
would  not  know  what  to  do  without  it.  My  only 
regret  is  that  it  is  not  weekly.  Nevertheless, 
much  success  to  you." 

Langshans  as  Layers.— Mr.  H.  W.  Doll,  box 
176,  Frederick,  Md. — "I  have  read  a  great  many 
letters  in  the  P.  K.  of  numbers  of  eggs  laid  by 
hens,  but  I  think  I  have  four  Langshans  that  are 
hard  to  beat.  In  the  month  of  April  they  laid 
103  eggs.  I  also  have  the  smallest  pair  of  Golden 
Sebright  Bantams  I  ever  heard  of.  The  cock 
weighs  11%  ounces  and  the  hen  9%  ounces,  and 
they  are  fully  matured." 

Laying  in  January.— Mrs.  A.  M.  Bowker, 
Burlingame,  Kansas. — "I  have  been  in  the  poul- 
try business  four  years,  and  I  have  no  fault  to 
find.  I  have  ninety-two  fine  laying  hens,  and 
they  lay.  set  and  hatch  well.  I  have  forty-one 
pure  breds  confined,  and  I  get  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-seven  eggs  per  day.  The  rest  are  crosses 
and  they  lay  well,  even  in  January.  Last  Jan- 
uary I  had  170  hens,  and  in  two  months  I  sold 
from  25  to  30  dozen  eggs  per  week,  besides  those 
used  for  a  family  of  six.lf 

Leg  Weakness— Mrs.  S.  A.  Wolcott,  South- 
ampton, Mass.— "Will  you  say  to  your  many 
readers  that  are  troubled  with  their  chicks  hav- 
ing leg  weakness,  that  as  soon  as  the  chicks  are 
taken  with  it  to  take  water  as  hot  as  can  be 
borne  by  the  hands,  and  bathe  the  legs  up  to  the 
hock,  holding  them  in  the  water  for  a  few 
minutes.  I  never  fail  to  cure  mine  in  this  way. 
Take  them  out  of  the  water  and  cover  them  up 
warm  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  feed  well." 

Remedy  for  Egg  Eating. — Mr.  Mathias 
Klink,  Akron,  Ohio.— "I  have  a  remedy  which 
has  been  a  success  with  me.  Take  a  pair  of 
scissors,  cut  off  the  point  of  the  upper  bill,  and  I 
assure  you  that  by  the  time  it  has  grown  sharp 
again  the  fowl  will  have  forgotten  the  vice." 

A  Big  Egg.— Mr.  L.  M.  Hoagland,  Edenburg, 
Pa.-"I  will  tell  you  of  an  egg  one  of  my  Plymouth 
Rock  hens  laid.  It  measured  nine  inches  in  cir- 
cumference the  long  way,  and  seven  and  a  quar- 
ter the  short  way.  It  weighed  five  ounces  and  a 
quarter,  and  contained  three  full  sized  yolks. 
Can  any  one  beat  it  ?" 

Hatching  With  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incuba- 
tor.—Mr.  George  Henderson,  Rye,N.  Y.— "Hav- 
ing built  an  incubator  after  your  plans  I  put  in 
100  eggs,  bought  at  a  store,  hatched  53,  there  be- 
ing 22  dead  in  shell,  with  balance  rotten.  I 
think  the  P.  K.,  a  gem." 

From  Texas.— Mr.  E.  E.  Satterwhite,  De  Kalb, 
Texas. — "I  am  a  new  beginner  in  poultry.  I 
made  an  incubator  after  my  own  plans,  but  it  did 
not  hatch  well,  but  think  I  will  get  it  going  all 
right.  Will  get  up  a  club  for  you.  Long  may  you 
live  and  prosper," 

A  Boy's  Letter.— Master  G.  B.  Andrews, 
Dawson,  Ga.— "I  think  the  P.  K.  the  best  paper 
published.  Am  starting  in  the  poultry  business 
on  a  small  scale.  Received  two  settings  of  eggs 
and  set  them  the  day  they  arrived.  I  think  with 
the  aid  of  the  P.  K.,  I  will  be  successful.  I  am  a 
boy,  but  have  had  a  love  for  poultry  all  my  life. 
This  is  my  first  letter  to  any  paper." 

Eggs  from  Young  Ducks.— Mr.  S.  A.  Law- 
rence, Mooresville,  N.  C— "I  saw  it  stated  that 
eggs  from  young  ducks  do  not  hatch  well.  I 
raised  some  Pekins,  but  disposed  of  the  old 
ducks.  I  set  8  eggs  from  the  young  ducks,  under 
a  hen.  She  broke  one,  but  six  hatched.  This 
proves  to  the  contrary." 

Prefer  the  Black  Spanish.— Mr.  Aug. 
Geiger,  Galena,  111— "Received  the  daisy  P.  K. 
all  right,  and  would  not  be  without  it  for  any- 
thing—and I  mean  what  I  say.  It  is  full  of  good 
things  for  the  beginner.  I  have  about  70  fine 
young  Leghorns,  Houdans,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Light  Brahmas,  and  Black  Spanish,  all  good 
layers.  Have  eggs  of  other  breeds  under  hens. 
The  Black  Spanish  are  the  best  layers  I  ever 
saw.  They  beat  the  Leghorns." 


His  Hens  Are  Obstinate.— Mr.  Win.  L.  Bal- 
lard, Hancock,  N.  Y.— "I  have  trouble  trying  to 
get  my  hens  to  incubate.  They  are  rated  as 
first-class  sitters  in  books,  but  they  would  rather 
lay  than  set.  In  cold  weather  they  averaged 
20  eggs  per  month  to  each  hen,  but  there  is  not 
set  in  them,  and  I  had  to  get  other  kinds  for 
sitters.  They  are  the  Black-breasted  Red  games. 
I  tried  to  force  several  of  them  to  set,  and  got 
one  out  of  five.  The  hens  were  clucking  at  the 
time.  They  are  good  layers  but  poor  sitters, 
owing,  probably,  to  my  feeding  for  fighting  pur- 
poses. The  range  is  unlimited."  [We  judge  he 
feecbibut  little  corn,  giving  plenty  of  raw  meat- 
—Ed.] 

Big  Broods  With  Hens— Mr.  A.  C,  Vande- 
wart,  Mazomanie,  Wis— "I  like  the  P.  K.  very 
much.  I  am  in  the  poultry  business,  and  hatch 
with  an  incubator.  I  have  found  a.  splendid  way 
to  brood  the  chicks.*-  Set  a  hen  at  the  same  time 
with  the  incubator,  and  one  hen  will  brood  40 
chicks."  [She  would  have  a  hard  time  endeav- 
oring to  cover  them  in  cold  weather— Ed.] 

How  to  Dress  Geese— Mrs.  B.  F.  Snyder, 
De  Graff,  Ohio:  "The  way  I  dress  geese  is  "this. 
Have  your  boiler  full  of  boiling  water.  Put  in 
one  at  a  time,  but  be  careful  not  to  leave  it  in 
over  half  a  minute,  or  you  will  have  a  job  to  get 
it.  clean.  Immediately  after  taking  it  from  the 
scalding  kettle  wrap  it  in  an  old  piece  of  carpet, 
or  anything  heavy,  and  let  it  steam  for  two 
minutes.  I  have  dressed  geese  for  market  in 
this  way.  I  also  give  my  cure  for  gapes.  As 
soon  as  you  see  any  signs  give  them  a  pill  made 
of  cornmeal  and  spirits  of  camphor.  I  occa- 
sionally give  them  a  little  camphor  in  their  feed 
as  a  preventative." 

A  Good  Egg  Record.— Mr.  J.  B.  Stern, 
Rochester,  Indiana:  "I  have  14  White  Cochin 
pullets,  part  hatched  in  April  and  part  in  June, 
of  last  year.  A  few  began  laying  the  last  week 
in  December  and  laid  a  few  eggs  through  the 
winter,  and  then  began  laying  in  earnest  in 
March.  In  four  months,  from  1st  of  January, 
they  laid  546  eggs,  or  39  eggs  per  hen,  I  think 
ever  so  much  of  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Hatching  Abandoned*  Eggs.— Mr.  John  G. 
Hopman,  Jacksonville,  111. :  "Some  time  ago  I 
wrote  you  that  I  had  set  a  hen  and  that  after 
staying  on  the  nest  one  day  only  she  left  it.  I 
asked  you  if  the  eggs  were  still  good,  and  you 
stated  that  they  were,  and  wished  to  know  the 
result.  Out  of  15  eggs  13  lively  chicks  came  out. 
Good  luck  to  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Hard  to  Beat.— Mr.  H.  M.  Harmon,  New 
Gloucester,  Maine.  "I  have  35  Brown  Leghorns- 
that  layed  in  the  month  of  January  55  dozen 
of  eggs;  in  February  55  dozen;  in  March  65 
dozen;  in  April  66  dozen;  making  2892  (241 
dozen)  eggs  for  those  months.  Can  any  other 
breed  do  better,?"  [It  speaks  for  the  Leghorns, 
especially  in  cold  Maine,  and  during  "winter 
months. — Ed] 

From  England.— Mr.  J.  H.  Verrall,  Lewes,. 
Sussex,  England— "Send  me  the  back  numbers. 
Myself  and  friends  take  the  Poultry  Keeper,. 
and  it  is  ahead  of  any  English  publication.  I 
keep  Brown  Leghorns,  and  have  them  to  lay  at 
i%  months  old.  In  reply  to  where  the  Dark 
Brahmas  came  from  I  would  say  from  across  of 
the  Dorking  and  old  Shanghai.  Success  to  you.. 
May  you  supply  the  whole  world  with  informa- 
tion. 

A  Cholera  Receipt.— Mr.  Josiah  Thorne,. 
Pioneer,  O.— "The  following  cholera  receipt  I 
have  tried  and  never  knew  it  to  fail.  I  give  it  to 
your  readers:— Two  ounces  each  of  gentain  root, 
fenugreek,  juniper  berries,  rosin,  and  cayenne 
pepper.  Use  ground  material,  mix  well,  and 
add  half  ounce  of  sulphur.  Use  a  tablespoon- 
ful in  the  soft  food  of  a  dozen  fowls,  twice  a 
day.  Hope  others  will  also  give  their  expe- 
rience. Success  to  the  P.  K." 

Poultry  in  Georgia— Mr.  J.  R.  Garrett, 
Columbus,  Ga— "Perhaps  some  of  your  readers 
would  like  to  hear  from  this  section.  I  have  11 
Brown  Leghorn  hens,  from  which  I  sold  116  eggs 
for  $8.50  for  hatching  purposes.  Have  a  lot  of 
eggs  out  with  my  neighbors  to  be  hatched  for 
me.  Since  January  to  May  they  layed  505  eggs, 
which  is  good  for  11  hens  in  four  months,  the  ex- 
penses not  exceeding  $5.  Have  purchased  some 
Langshans  and  will  report  success.  In  my 
opinion  the  Brown  Leghorn  is  the  chicken  for  the 
South." 

Success  With  an  Incubator.— Mr.  H.  T. 
Holden,  Keota,  Iowa.— "I  have  all  the  back  num- 
bers of  the  P.  K.,  bound.  They  are  worth  their 
weight  in  gold  to  me  if  I  could  not  replace  them. 
I  am  meeting  with  good  success  with  the  hot- 
water  incubator.  Am  brooding  the  chicks  with 
Dakin's  brooder,  made  after  your  plans.  My 
brooder  is  3%x5  feet,  and  accommodates  75  chicks 
until  a  month  old.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think 
stronger  chicks  can  be  hatched  at  104,  with 
plenty  of  moisture,  than  at  102.  [Provided  the 
bulb  of  the  thermometer  rests  on  &  fertile  egg. — 
Ed.]  I  hatched  a  few,  for  a  test,  at  106,  and 
some  of  them  remained  in  the  egg  drawer  all 
night.  They  ate  readily  when  24  hours  old.  I  do 
not  advocate  a  temperature  of  106  at  hatching 
time,  as  then  a  lack  of  moisture  would  be  fataL 
but  think  104  not  far  out  of  the  way.  Every  one 
here  is  interested  in  fine  poultry.  There  is  more 
talk  about  it  than  about  fine  horses." 
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Cholera.— Mr.  Ed.  Emmons,  Lansingville,  N. 
"Y. — "1  have  used  the  following  remedy  a  long 
timeand  find  it  effectual.  It  is  one-half  pint 
Venetian  Red  mixed  with  six  quarts  wheat  bran 
or  ground  feed,  and  given  twice  a  week." 

Amother  Cholera  Cure.— Mr.  Mat.  Emery, 
Eckmansville,  Ohio.— "As  I  notice  many  cholera 
cures  in  the  Poultry  Keeper  I  thought  I  would 
send  vou  mine,  which  I  think  is  good.  Take 
Perry  Davis,  Pain  Killer.  Mix  some  in  the  feed 
and  'put  some  in  the  drinking  water.  I  have 
cured  them  with  it  when  they  were  nearly 
gone." 

A  Boy  Firm.— Masters  E.  &  C.  Brown,  Clyde, 
Ohio.— "We  are  boys  eight  and  eleven  years  old. 
"We  notice  that  Frank  White,  of  South  Chicago, 
111.,  reports  a  hen  that  has  layed  twenty-six  eggs 
from  November  to  February,  and  he  wishes  to 
"know  who  can  beat  it.  We  have  a  White  Leg- 
horn pullet,  eight  months  old.  which  layed  fifty 
•eggs  from  February  to  May.  We  are  dead  in  love 
•with  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Turpentine  for  Cholera. — Mrs.  N.  M. 
Brownlee,  Washington,  Pa.— "I  do  best  with 
turpentine.  If  birds  are  very  sick  give  each 
half  a  teaspoonspul  four  or  five  times  a  day.  [A 
severe  remedy  so  often  —Ed.]  Then  take  one- 
half  peck  cornmeal,  mix  four  or  five  table- 
spoonsful  with  it,  pour  boiling  water  on,  mix 
swell,  and  feed  in  the  morning." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Champion  Egg  Eecord. 

G.  r.  moore,  blue  island,  ill. 

I  notice  in  a  recent  number  a  correspondent 
•refers  to  my  half  year  record  of  100 eggs  per  hen, 
published  "in  your  August  issue,  and  nimseli 
shows  an  excellent,  yield  but  little  smaller  than 
mine.  His.too,  was  from  Plymouth  Rocks.  This  re- 
minds me  of  my  promise  to  furnish  you  my  year's ' 
record  when  complete,  which  I  give  herewith, 
viz.:  From  10  Plymouth  Rock  pullets  in  the  12 
months.  November,  1884.  to  October.  1885,  inclu- 
sive, my  egg  receipts  have  averaged  195  eggs  per 
hen.  I  give  herewith,  as  compared  with  this, 
"the  best  other  actual  yield  per  hen  per  year, 
from  yards  or  flocks,  that  Ihave  foundon  record: 
Leghorns,  160:  Hamburgs,  Houdans  and  other 
Plymouth  Rock  records  than  mine,  each  150; 
Spanish.  140;  Polish.  Brahmas and  Cochins,  each 
125:  while  the  census  reports  but  42  eggs  per  hen 
as  the  average  for  this  State. 

The  editor,  to  a  query  in  a  former  number, 
savs  that  single  hens  have  been  known  to  lay 
-200  eggs  a  year,  but  that  120  apiece  is  a  large 
:average  for*  a  flock,  but  my  whole  pen  nearly 
reached  his  high  water  mark.  Nor  is  this  an  ac- 
cidental yield,  nor  from  common  fowls,  but  from 
mv  breeding  pen,  and  the  result  of  breeding 
with  a  view  to  productiveness  and  value.  Our 
national  poultrv  products  would  be  immensely 
increased  in  value  were  attention  universally 
paid  to  this  point.  It  is  perhaps  needless  to  say 
that  I  had  eggs  at  25  below  zero,  and  when  no 

■  one  about  me  had  any.  and  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  no  forcing  with  cayenne,  patent  egg 
compound,  &c. 

I  think  it  stands  proved  that  for  a  general  pur- 
pose Jowl,  including  weight,  non-roving,  sitting, 
laving  and  table  qualities,  nothing  equal"  the 
Plymouth  Rocks.  And  that  is  what  the  people 
■-at 'large  want.  My  record  was  carefully  kept 
marked  daily  on  calendar  and  is  reliable. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  the  profit  pet- 
head  per  vear  on  such  hens,  on  eggs  alone.  Their 
feed  cost  $1.10  per  hen,  and  the  eggs  were  worth 
on  an  average  throughout  the  year  1%  cents 
each,  or  $3.41  per  hen:  profit  $2.25  a  piece.  This 
as  between  feed  and  eggs  only,  and  irrespective 

■  of  iny  sales  of  sittings  at  fancy  prices,  or  of 
chicks  raised  by  same  hens,  or  cost  or  interest 
on  houses,  runs,  &c.  Other  items  occur  to  me  in 
this  connection,  as  their  feeding,  housing,  &c, 
but  this  article  may  be  deemed  already  too  long 
and  Iotnit  them.  Ihave  endeavored  to  furnish 
just  such  definite  items  as  Ihave  often  myself 
•wishedto  learn  from  the  experience  of  others. 


She  Did  it  Eight. 

MRS.  THOS.  GLOVER,  JR.,  WOODBURY,  N  3. 

I  told  you  I  would  write  and  let  you  know  how 
T  succeeded  with  my  young  chickens.  I  started 
with  seven  Langshan  hens,  "Sargent  Stock" 
mated  with  a  cockerel  boughtof  F.  A.  Mortimer, 
of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  three  Wyandottes,  a 
cockerel  and  two  hens,  Thomas  stock, so  you  see 
I  had  good  blood  to  begin  with.  From  these  nine 
hens  I  raised  eighty-five  chicks,  and  did  not  lose 
a  single  one  by  disease.  I  also  sold  several  set- 
tings at  $2.00  each,  which  helped  very  much  with 
the*"  feed  for  the  young  ones.  1  took  the  chicks 
as  soon  as  hatched  from  under  the  lien  and  put 
them  in  under  the  stove,  in  a  box,  for  two  days, 
and  as  they  began  to  pick  I  fed  egg  yolk  boiled 
hard,  but  onlv  for  two  days,  as  it  is  apt  to  cause 
diarrhoea  if  fed  longer.  After  that  I  gave  them 
cracked  wheat, cracked  corn,  and  ground  Indian 
meal  mixed  with  a  handful  of  ground  eggshells 
and  a  little  salt  made  into  a  loaf  with  milk  and 
baked  well.  This  I  soaked  in  milk  and  gave  to 
them  three  or  four  times  a  day,  besides  allowing 


them  finely  cracked  wheat  to  pick  at.  I  also 
gave  them  fine  grass  from  the  lawn  and  threw 
them  a  handful  of  mustard  seed  every  two  or 
three  clays.  I  gave  milk  sour  or  sweet  all  the 
time.  As  I  had  so  few  hens  I  had  to  keep  them 
laying  ana  only  set  two  at  a  time,  and  I  raised 
the  chicks  by  hand  entirely.  I  had  a  space  in- 
closed with  wire,  and  at  night  or  anytime  I  put 
food  for  them.  They  went  into  a  box  I  made 
with  wire  sides,  and  I  covered  them  at  night 
with  a  piece  of  blanket,  and  as  each  hatching 
feathered  up  I  put  them  in  a  small  house.  As 
the  weather  grew  warmer  I  put  the  tiny  ones  in 
too.  I  kept  them  clean  and  free  from  lice,  and 
they  all  grew  splendidly.  In  October  I  killed 
some  that  weighed  fourteen  pounds  to  the  pair. 
Don't  >ou  think  that  was  good  ?  [Yes.]  Ihave 
sold  quite  a  number,  and  now  after  eating  all  we 
wanted  this  winter  I  have  left  twenty -five  Lang- 
shans  and  twenty  Wyandottes.  The  last  are 
much  larger  than  their  parents  and  finely 
marked.  My  pullets  commenced  to  lay  in  Janu- 
ary, and  although  we  have  had  such  a  damp 
winter,  I  have  had  no  sick  fowls  and  plenty  of 
eggs.  I  forgot  to  say  that  we  feed  oats,  wheat 
and  corn  in  winter,  and  as  the  hen  house  had 
about  six  inches  of  wheat  chaff  on  the  floor  they 
had  to  scratch  for  their  grain.  I  always  give  hot 
water  in  the  morning  with  a  little  Douglas  mix- 
ture in  it.  Our  hens  have  a  good  range,  so  I 
hope  to  do  better  still  this  year. 

[We  hope  the  above  letter  will  be  carefully 
read,  as  it  contains  an  excellent  mode  of  feeding 
and  managing  chicks.— Ed.] 


How  Sid  Conger  Packs  Eggs. 

SID  CONGER,  FLAT  ROCK,  INDIANA. 

I  notice  in  your  journal  several  modes  for 
packing  eggs  for  shipping.  I  have  tried  many 
ways,  and,  am  tempted  to  say,  packed  more  eggs 
for  hatching  than  any  man  in  America.  This  Is 
the  way  I  now  do  it,  (after  "testing  "  all  the 
ways).  Iuse  softwood  baskets,  made  expressly 
for  the  purpose.  Ihave  a  factory  of  my  own, 
(but  no  baskets  for  sale).  For  packing  I  use 
corn  chaff  consisting  of  the  dust  off  the  cobs  and 
short  silks.  I  get  it  at  the  elevators,  or  any  place 
where  there  is  corn  shelled.  It  is  better  than 
any  thing  ever  used  and  costs  nothing.  I  first  put 
in  three  inches  of  it,  in  the  bottom  of  the  basket, 
wrap  the  eggs  in  soft  paper,  twist  the  ends, 
place  the  eggs  on  end  close  together,  place  them 
an  inch  or  more  from  the  sides  of  basket,  fill  in 
chaff  "  tight  "  around  sides,  and  between  the 
eggs,  two  or  three  inches  on  top  of  them,  and 
then  more  eggs,  until  near  the  top,  then  "round" 
up  with  chaff,  take  muslin  the  size  of  the  top  of 
the  basket,  using  a  sack  needle  (curved  at  point) 
using  stout  wrapping  twine,  sew  the  muslin 
tight  to  the  basket  clear  around,  drawing  it 
down  tight  on  the  chaff,  and  you  can  throw  the 
baskets  in  and  off  the  express  car  and  no  eggs 
will  be  broken.  Shipping  across  the  salt  water 
to  England,  and  other  foreign  countries,  I  use 
half  corn  chaff  and  half  cork  chaff,  and  pack  in 
boxes,  with  cushion  on  bottom,  made  of  hay  and 
a  coffee  sack,  each  egg  wrapped  in  cotton,  and 
set  in  pasteboard  boxes.  The  cork  chaff  can  be 
got  at  most  any  fruit  or  candy  store,  where  they 
sell  California  grapes,  and  costs  nothing  (if  you 
are  a  good  customer  of  the  proprietor).  I  find 
that  the  cork  will  not  get  damp,  and  advise  any 
of  the  breeders  to  use  it  for  foreign  shipments. 
There  is  so  much  depends  on  the  setting  of  the 
eggs,  and  in  the  treatment  of  chicks  after  they 
are  hatched,  that  I  feel  tempted  to  write  a  page 
or  two  on  the  subject,  but  fear  that  some  one 
would  disagree  with  me,  and  try  to  get  me  in  a 
controversy.  I  will  not  do  it,  this  time,  but  I 
will  give  you  a  page  of  actual  experience  of  mine 
with  incubators  and  brooders  if  you  will  allow 
me,  and  any  one  who  reads  your  Keeper  wants 
me  to.  I  am  now  out  of  politics  for  "keeps," 
and  will  devote  "  all "  my  time  to  the  farm, 
chickens,  and  Jerseys,  and  all  letters  will  be 
answered  promptly.  Correspondents  whohave 
not  had  a  prompt  answer  this  winter  take  notice. 

[The  above  is  valuable  to  all  interested  in 
shipping  eggs,  as  Mr.  C's.  experience  extends 
over  a  long  period.  Yes,  Friend  C,  send  on  the 
article  about  chicks.— Ed.] 


"What  I  Have  Done,  and  How- 

J.  A.  WHARTON,  TROY,  OHIO. 

On  the  1st  of  February  last,  I  bought  five  B. 
Leghorn  hens  and  a  cock,  and  made  a  start  in 
the  poultry  business.  They  were  strictly  "thor- 
oughbred" having  been  hutched  from  eggs  pro- 
cured of  W.  E.  Bonney,  South  Hanover,  Mass. 
I  soon  after  added  to 'these  seven  choice  P.  R. 
pullets.  Not  being  able  to  find  a  P.  R.  cock  to 
suitme,  I  placed  these  in  the  same  pen  with  the 
Brown  Leghorns.  I  next  bought  a  "Nature's 
Incubator"  200  egg  capacity,  m  ice  $22.00.  When 
it  arrived,  and  I  saw  what  a  cheap  flimsy  thing 
it  was,  I  concluded.to  chance  only  100  eggs  until 
I  had  proved  the  machine.  We'll,  after  three 
weeks  of  unremitting  care,  I  hatched  18  chicks. 
I  have  never  put  an  egg  in  it  since.  I  then  took 
100  eges  to  Mr.  H.  C. 'Eaton,  who  was  running  a 
"Perfect  Hatchsr"  and  from  these  I  got  ill  fine 
chicks,  paying  five  cents  a  piece  for  hatching 
|  them.  I  now  made  a  pretty  good  bottom  heat 


brooder  by  putting  an  inch  of  sand  on  top  of  the 
tank  of  the  Nature's  Incubator,  then  making  a 
box  without  bottom  or  top.  This  box  was  seven 
inches  deep,  and  just  laoge  enough  to  sit  on  top 
of  Mr.  Waldo's  grand  swindle.  I  placed  the 
chicks  in  the  box  and  covered  them  with  an  or- 
dinary window  screen,  which  allowed  the  air  to 
be  as  pure  in  the  brooder  as  it  was  in  the  room 
where  it  was  kept,  but  two  of  these  chicks  were 
drowned.  The  remaining  59  I  raised.  But  I 
could  not  make  a  business  of  paying  five  cents 
a  piece  for  hatching  so  I  built  a  "Poultry 
Keeper  Incubator,"  200  egg  size,  from  directions 
in  book  No.  2,  on  "Incubators  and  Brooders." 
The  tank,  faucet,  etc.,  cost  $4.95  and  used  150 
feet  of  flooring  costing  $2.50,  nails  and  screws 
40  cents  making  a  total  cost  of  $7.85.  I  did  the 
carpenter  work  after  night.  I  used  the  ther- 
mometers and  egg  trays  out  of  the  Nature's  In- 
cubator. Next  I  bought  two  of  Maurice  H. 
Strong's  "Pacific  Queen"  brooders  and  up  to  the 
present  writing,  I  have  hatched  one  thousand 
and  thirty-four  (1034)  chicks.  My  hatches  run- 
ning from  76  per  cent,  up  to  90"4per  cent.  Up 
to  July  1st  I  fiatl  raised  fully  90  per  cent,  of  all 
chicks  hatched,  but  since  then  luck  and  the 
weather  have  turned  against  me.  First,  a  rat 
got  into  one  of  the  brooders  and  killed  51  nice 
chicks  in  one  night  and  then  as  the  hot  weather 
came  on  it  began  to  be  awful  hard  to  tide  them 
over  the  first  three  weeks.  They  had  no  disease 
but  would  droop  their  wings  and  die.  Those 
that  lived  over  the  third  week,  are  all  right,  and 
are  doing  splendidly.  I  suppose  It  was  getting 
too  late  in  the  season.  Next  year  I  shall  get  an- 
other incubator  and  more  brooders,  so  as  to  get 
through  hatching  by  June  1st.  Among  the 
chicks  that  I  have  raised  quite  a  number  are 
pure  bred,  over  150  Leghorns,  both  white  and 
brown,  and  two  lots  of  Plymouth  Rocks.  Of  the 
chicks  from  the  seven  P.  R.  Pullets,  that  were 
mated  with  the  Brown  Leghorn  cock,  the  cock- 
erels are  all  Dominique  in  color,  with  yellow 
legs,  large  combs,  and  white  earlobes.  The  pul- 
lets are  all  black,  with  black  legs  and  black  bills. 
The  cockerels,  I  shall  eat  and  sell.  What  kind 
of  a  cock  ought  I  to  mate  those  black  pullets 
with  next  year?  All  this  has  not  interfered 
with  my  regular  employment,  as  I  have  worked 
ten  hours  a  day  the  whole  season  through.  I 
suppose  this  will  never  get  further  than  the 
waste  basket,  but  if  it  does,  and  you  wish  it,  I 
may  write  again  and  tell  you  how  I  feed  my 
young  and  growing  chicks. 

[Come  again,  Friend  Wharton.  Your  letters 
are  always  good.  Try  the  Wyandotte  or  Dork- 
ing cross  next  year.— Ed.] 


A  Eemedy  for  Eeathei  Pnlling, 

CHARLES  DEUBLER,  DAWSON,  GA. 

I  see  now  and  then  some  one  inquiring  which 
is  the  best  breed  for  the  South.  I  always  see 
the  Leghorns  recommended.  Let  me  say  right 
here  that  I  have  been  bleeding  Houdans  and 
Langshans,  and  they  do  as  well  as  it  is  possible 
for  a  fowl  to  do  in  any  country.  They  have  less 
disease  than  the  common  barnyard  fowl.  I  have 
raised  about  two  hundred  Langshans  and 
Houdans  this  season,  and  have  not  lost  exceed- 
ing ten  chicks.  When  I  kept  the  common  fowl 
I  always  had  some  disease  among  them.  Now 
my  fowls  are  healthier,  and  in  three  or  four 
months  I  have  as  large  a  chick  as  I  could  ex- 
pect in  twelve  months  of  the  common  fowl.  I 
see  a  great  many  remedies  from  different  par- 
ties in  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  feather  pulling. 
Let  me  give  you  mine.  I  had  a  pen  of  twelve 
Houdans.  They  commenced  feather  pulling, 
aud  they  did  pull  until  they  were  bald  and  had 
no  feathers  on  neck,  and  1  don't  know  where 
they  expected  to  stop.  So  I  read  all  of  my 
Poultry*  Keepers,  and  all  poultry  books  I 
could  find,  and  the  best  remedy  I  could  find  was 
the  hatchet.  As  all  of  my  hens  were  laying  and 
as  the  whole  flock  were  guilty,  I  thought  I 
would  wait  until  they  stopped  laying,  before  1 
would  use  the  hatchet,  and  as  they  loved  feath- 
ers so  well  I  thought  I  would  give"  them  all  they 
could  stand  up  to.  At  first  they  would  pick 
them  up  like  grain,  but  they  soon  got  tired  of 
feathers  until  they  would  not  notice  them  and  it 
completely  cured  them  of  the  habit.  They  have 
new  feathers  now,  and  are  behaving  nicely.  As 
I  have  become  so  lengthy  in  my  letter  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me.  If  any  part  of  this  will '  be 
of  any  interest  to  your  many  readers  you  can 
publish  it.  If  not  you  know  what,  to  do  with  it. 

[It  is  certainly  an  easy  remedy,  and  has  been 
successful  in  many  cases  that  have  come  under 
our  notice— Ed.] 


Over  250  Per  Cent.  Profit. 

E.  A.  BURNHAM,  SONOMA,  CAL. 

January  22nd  I  put  340  chicks  in  a  brooder  and 
have  marketed  320  of  said  lot,  or  only  6  per  cent, 
loss,  scrub  chicks  at  that,  or  ratner  eggs  came 
from  mixed  lots.;  mostly  very  weak  eggs.  I  am 
more  than  satisfied  with  my  success,  and  shall 
begin  in  earnest  next  vear.  October  1st  said 
hatch  was  sold  at  about  1*4  pounds  weight. 
Market  declining,  which  means  low  prices,  as 
to  obtain  the  top  prices  chicks  must  go  from  1% 
to  2%  pounds.  I  keep  account  with  my  chicks, 
Dr.  and  Cr.,  and  said  hatch  netted  me  £50  per 
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cent,  profit,  with  eggs  at  25  cents  per  dozen  and 
.oil  30  cents  per  gallon.  I  am  located  40  miles 
from  San  Francisco,  own  my  ranch  (160  acres), 
do  iiiv  own  work  (with  chicks)  and  no  cheap, 
careless  help  allowed  among  them.  In  caring 
f  >r  stock,  it  is  chicks  first  and  then  the  larger 
ones.  Have  200  pullets  now  in  brooding  house 
for  fall  layers.  My  ranch  is  not  adapted  for 
general  farming,  so  I  aim  to  run  broilers  in  win- 
ter and  fruit  in  summer,  and  between  the  two 
make  a  comfortable  support  for  my  family.  As 
1  wrote  you  last  fall,  so  many  have  failed  rear- 
ingohicks  artificially  on  this  coast,  that  whoever 
attempts  it  now  is  looked  upon  as  a  candidate 
for  the  asylum.  Only  two  weeks  ago  I  saw  two 
large  incribators  in  Oakland,  owned  by  a  lady 
friend  of  mine,  both  idle,  and  had  been  idle  for 
two  years.  Nothing  in  it,  so  she  told  me.  She 
said  all  of  them  in  Oakland  and  San  Francisco 
were  getting  out  of  it— nothing  in  it.  The  truth 
is  too  many  worthless  brooders,  and  the  major- 
ity do  not  know  what  they  want,  but  take  up 
with  whateveris  on  the  market.  My  experience 
is  that  every  person  is  not  adapted  to  chicken 
raising,  and  a  good  many  mistake  their  calling 
when  they  begin  it.  I  am  raising  some  good 
stock  this  year,  and  another  year  expect  to  ad- 
vertise my  stock,  and  shall  use  the  Keeper  and 
your  publications  among  my  customers.  I  in- 
tended to  build  another  brooding  house  this 
summer,  but  since  I  saw  the  Keeper  (April 
Number)  I  may  change  my  plans.  Fig.  2,  April 
Keeper,  is  plan  of  house  40x10,  owned  by  two 
ladies  in  Hammonton.  400  ft.  ground  room  for 
800  chicks,  or  280  ft.  for  chicks  alone.  My  house 
is  18x32  with  2%  feet  alley-wav  in  the  centre.  I 
see  these  ladies  put  100  chicks  in  a  three-foot 
brooder.  Can  that  many  be  raised  together  with 
success?  If  thev  can  succeed  why  not  I?  Now 
I  thought  of  adding  8  ft.  to  my  house,  making 
eight  5  ft.  runs  on  each  side ;  keeping  from  700 
to  800  on  the  east  side,  and  from  300  to  400  on  the 
west  side.  My  old  hen  is  good  for  400  at  once, 
and  I  must  provide  for  three  sizes,  so  as  to  keep 
her  busy.  Oldest  ones  on  the  west  side.  Eight 
brooders  would  then  handle  my  east  side  aiid 
the  others  would  not  need  them.  What  think 
you  of  this  arrangement.  Is  it  liable  to  be  suc- 
cessful? I  have  620  ft.  ground  room  for,  say  1,000 
to  1,200,  where  they  have  280  ft.  for  800.  I  have 
one  ventilator  on  top,  gable  ends  lattice,  one 
window  in  each  end.  Is  that  enough  for  fresh 
air?  I  know  fresh  air  is  the  life  of  chicks  at  all 
ages.  One  more  subject  I  wish  your  advice  on. 
I  wish  to  adopt  covered  runs  for  next  season.  I 
am  no  hand  to  invent  anything,  but  intend  to 
use  sheeting,  and  would  like  some  good  plan  for 
convenience.  I  can  find  nothing  in  your  books 
on  this,  except  to  warn  those  who  use  them 
against  filth.  I  am  aware  that  a  good  deal  of 
labor  can  be  saved,  in  caring  for  chicks,  if  one 
has  everything  convenient,  therefore  I  wish  to 
fix  things  as  near  right  as  I  know  how  before  an- 
other season  begins.  Am  in  hopes  to  give  you 
some  figures  for  the  readers  of  the  Keeper  next 
season  as  I  keep  strict  account  with  chicks.  By 
the  way,  I  was  amused  at  Mr.  Lewis's  letter  in 
the  Keeper.  Why  does  he  patronize  those 
countr  y  middlemen,  or  Shylock,  Every  place 
has  them.  Why  don't  he  increase  his  stock  of 
layers,  and  market  his  own  eggs.  In  this  coun- 
try, being  your  own  shipper  means  from  5  to  10 
cents  more  on  the  dozen  for  eggs,  and  receipts 
cash.  Then  a  man  can  afford  to  continue  his 
paper.  Now,  Mr.  Jacobs,  I  think  I  have  taxed 
your  patience  long  enough.  Please  answer  my 
two  questions  concerning  house  room  and  cov- 
ered runs. 

[The  room  you  mentioned  is  ample.  The  cov- 
ered runs  will  be  excellent  for  the  daytime,  as  it 
protects  against  winds  and  rain,  but  at  night 
the  chicks  should  be  carefully  tucked  away.— 
Ed.] 


A  Hot  Water  Brooder. 

H.  V.  N.  DIMMICK,  HUBBARDSVILLE,  N.  T. 

I  received  a  specimen  copy  of  Poultry 
Keeper  about  a  year  ago  (the  first  one  I  had 
seen)  which  contained  specifications  and  direct- 
ions for  building  a  hot  water  incubator.  The 
idea  struck  me  quite  favorably,  from  the  fact 
that  if  it  could  be  made  to  work  it  would  obviate 
the  danger  of  fire  originating  from  the  use  of 
lamps.  So,  to  test  the  matter  for  myself,  I  built 
one  according  to  directions,  with  some  few 
slight  variations,  which  I  considered  better  and 
a  little  more  economical.  I  ha  ve  tested  it  sev- 
eral times,  and  on  figuring  up  I  find  that  on  an 
average  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  hatch 
of  75  per  cent,  of  all  fertile  ecus,  which  I  con- 
sider quite  fair  work  for  a  "green  horn,"  and 
hope  with  more  experience  to  fee  able  to  do  bet- 
ter. In  the  meantime  the  question  arose  in  my 
mind  whether  a  brooder  could  not  be  made  to 
work  on  the  same  principle.  After  giving  the 
matter  considerable  thought,  with  some  hesita- 
tion. I  concluded  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  building  one,  which  to  my 
thinking,  fits  the  bill  very  satisfactorily.  I  will 
now  endeavor  to  give  you  description  of  it  in 
my  bungling  way,  and  as  briefly  as  I  am  able. 
I  had  two  tanks  made,  each  36  inches  long.  12 
in.  wide,  and  4  in.  deep,  with  pipes  and  faucets 
the  same  as  for  incubator  tank,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  the  pipe  for  fitting  lower  tank  is 
inserted  in  tiie  end  of  the  tank  instead  of  the 


top,  running  out  7  in.  and  turning  up  with  an 
elbow.  Made  box  for  upper  tank  44  inches 
long,  20  inches  wide,  and  8  inches  deep,  in- 
side measure,  with  bottom  attached,  with 
open  space  in  the  centre  10x34  in.  Set  tank  in 
the  box  directly  over  the  open  space,  leaving  a 
4  in.  space  aJl  around  and  above  the  tank,  which 
space  is  packed  with  sawdust,over  which  a  tight 
cover  of  bonrds  is  attached.  Made  a  box  for 
lower  tank  the  same  dimensions  as  for  upper 
one,  with  a  tight  bottom.  Filled  the  bottom  of 
this  box  with  sawdust  so  that-  when  the  tank 
was  set  in  upon  it  the  top  of  the  tank  would 
come  just  even  with  top  of  box,  then  packed  the 
4  in.  space  around  the  tank  with  sawdust.  Made 
aframe  1  in.  deep,  the  bottom  covered  with 
burlap,  just  large  enough  to  fit  over  the  top  of 
bottom  box  andTtank.  Put  \i  in.  of  sand  in  this 
frame,  with  a  sprinkling  of  sawdust  on  top  for 
the  chicks  to  run  on.  Set  the  top  box  and  tank 
directly  overthis,  leavingaspace  of  8in,between 
the  two.  Boarded  up  the  ends  of  this  space 
tight  with  boards  running  up  and  down  on  out- 
side. Hinged  a  door  to  the  i  ack  of  space,  to 
turn  down  or  fasten  up  with  a  button,  and  hung 
a  curtain  of  thick  woolen  cloth,  notched  at  the 
bottom,  in  front  of  space.  This  makes  a  brood- 
er with  a  surface  of  20x44  in.  for  the  chicks,  with 
both  top  and  bottom  heat.  In  this  there  is  no 
crowding  of  the  chicks,  and  it  is  amusing  to 
look  in  in  the  evening  and  see  them  all  spread 
around  on  the  bottom,  comfortable,  ana  fast 
asleep.  A  light  of  glass  3x4  in. is  inserted  in 
each  end  of  the  brooder,  to  admit  light  for  the 
chicks  to  run  out  and  in,  When  the  bottom  of 
the  brooder  gets  foul  the  frame  is  easily  taken 
out,  emptied,  and  replenished  with  a  fresh  sup- 
ply of  sand  and  sawdust,  thereby  keeping  it 
sweet  and  clean,  with  no  foul  odors.  After  the 
tanks  are  filled  an  addition  of  a  gallon  of  hot 
water  to  each  tank,  morning  and  evening,  will 
keep  the  brooder  about  the  right  temperature. 
Some  may  sav  that  it  is  too  much  trouble  to 
change  the  water,  but  I  do  not  think  it  any 
more  trouble  than  it  would  be  to  trim,  fill  and 
care  for  a  lamp.  I  also  built  a  yard  4x4  ft.  and 
li  inches  deep,  on  the  top  of  which  is  placed  a 
light  frame,  covered  with  wire  netting.  The 
bottom  of  this  yard  is  placed  on  supports,  on  a 
level  with  bottom  of  brooder,  and  this  yard  is 
kept  replenished  with  fresh  sand  and  gravel. 
It  serves  a  very  good  purpose  as  a  run  for  the 
chicks  until  they  are  three  weeks  or  more  old. 
The  bottom  and  sides  of  the  yard  being  made 
in  sections  of  J<  in.  boards,  when  more  room  is 
required  for  the  chicks  the  top  and  sides  are 
easily  removed,  and  one  end  of  the  bottom  let 
down  upon  the  ground  thereby  giving  all  the 
room  required.  Now  if  you  th  ink  this  will  not  take 
up  too  much  of  vour  valuable  space,  and  con- 
sider it  worth  publishing,  you  are  quite  welcome 
to  do  so,  otherwise  you  can  consign  it  to  the 
waste  basket.  In  either  case  I  shall  find  no 
fault, as  lam  well  satisfied  with  my  brooder, 
and  can  go  to  bed  and  sleep  without  being  in 
fear  that  by  some  mishap  it  will  take  fire  from  a 
lamp. 

[Thanks  for  excellent  description,  and  we 
hope  other  readers  will  give  also  their  plans.— 
Ed]. 

What  a  Hew  Convert  Did. 

E.  WHLLIS,  SHANNON,  MISS. 

About  two  years  ago  a  copy  of  your  excellent 
little  Journal  was  sent  to  a  niece  of  mine,  and 
she  not  being  appraised  of  the  value  of  the  little 
visitor,  gave"it  to  my  little  girl  for  a  play  paper. 
I,  up  to  that  time  had  never  read  a  poultry  paper 
and,  in  fact,  cared  but  little  for  poultry  of  any 
kind,  but  after  I  began  to  read  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  note  the  many  advertisements  in  it 
of  different  kinds  of  fowls,  a  thought  struck  me 
that  it  would  be  a  pleasant  pastime  if  nothing 
worse,  for  me  to  engage  in  the  poultry  raising 
business.  I  live  in  Shannontown,  a  place  of 
about  400  inhabitants,  and  I  have  a  large  apple 
orchard  on  my  lot  which  I  have  selected  as  the 
place  to  locate  my  yards.  I  now  have  it  divided 
into  four  different  departments,  and  in  each  de- 
partment or  yard  I  have  fowls  of  the  following 
varieties:  P.  Bocks,  Partridge  Cochins,  Light 
Brahmas  and  Langshans.  These  are  the  differ- 
ent breeds  I  seemed  to  fancy  the  most  from  read- 
ing the  Poultry  Keeper.  I  have  first-class 
stock,  and  hope  in  a  year  or  two  to  be  able  to 
supply  my  Southern  and  Northern  friends  with 
as  fine  chicks  as  can  be  had  in  America.  I  wish 
we  had  the  Poultry  Keeper  Company  located 
in  our  sunny  South,  I  know  it  would  open  the 
eyes  of  thousands  of  our  sleepy  headed  '  Sods." 
and  cause  a  war  to  be  started  against  the  old 
common  dung-hill  chicks  and  thin  out  their 
ranks  ten  times  greater  than  a  forty  thousand 
brigade  of  Methodist  preachers  could.  A  short 
time  ago  I  subscribed  for  the  Poultry  Keeper 
through  the  editor  of  the  Poultry  Magnet,  and 
as  soon  as  the  time  paid  for  expires  you  may 
count  on  a  renewal.  On  opposite  side  of  this 
sheet  I  send  you  a  few  names  of  parties  who  per- 
haps would  take  the  P.  K.,  after  seeing  a  copy. 
If  vou  deem  my  remarks  fit  for  your  readers  to 
see  you  can  use  "it.  and  after  the  next  issue  send 
couys  if  vou  wish  to  the  persons  I  send  the  names 
of.  With  best  wishes  to  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  circulates  all  over  the 
South,  even  though  published  North,  as  it  knows 
no  section  in  preference  to  the  other.— Ed.] 


Importing  Fowls. 

PATRICK  E.  MURPHY,  COLUMBUS,  O. 

Tho  introductory  to  Francis  A.  Mortimer's  de- 
scription and  laudation  of  White  Minorcas  in 
December  number,  refers  to  three  gentlemen 
who  have  imported  and  now  breed  this  fowl,  as 
"the  three  breeders  and  importers,"  clearly  in- 
dicating that  there  were  at  that  date  but  three 
parties  in  this  country  possessing  this  breed, 
whereas  your  advertising  columns  contained  a 
card  from  J.  L.  Harris,  stating  that  he  was  an 
importer  and  breeder  of  Minorcas— though  not 
saying  what  color.  The  introductory  further 
states  that  "these  gentlemen  have  secured  a'l 
the  White  Minorcas  that  could  be  spared  from 
England."  If  I  had  not  become  fully  acquainted 
with  your  fearless  policy  of  dealing  with  men 
and  measures  I  would  have  concluded  that  the 
whole  thing  was  an  advertisement,  but  I  suppose 
you  printecl  the  news  just  as  it  occurred  to  you, 
without  making  any  intentional  reserve.  The 
fact  is  there  are  so  many  who  have  imported 
White  Minorcas  that  no  person  would  be  justi- 
fied in  stating  a  certain  figure  as  the  exact  num- 
ber of  importers,  and  the  pen  that  limits  the 
number  of  breeders  to  the  number  of  importer* 
wants  to  be  wiped  dry  before  being  used  again 
It  is  fair  to  style  a  person  who  has  imported  but 
one  pair  of  fowls  as  an  importer,  if  he  conducts 
1  the  affair  entirely  himself:  so  those  who  make  a 
business  of  importing  at  intervals  for  themselves 
and  others  cannot  claim  this  title  as  belonging 
solely  to  themselves.  The  sentence  stating  that 
"these  gentlemen  have  secured  all  the  White 
Minorcas  that  could  be  spared  from  England," 
(with  the  word  White  emphasized),  will  not 
wash— we  will  not  have  it.  There  are  plenty  of 
them  in  England:  money  will  buy  them  ;  money 
i  will  spare  them  from  England.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  few  sent  to  America,  Austra- 
lia, etc.,  would  make  them  scarce  in  a  country 
where  they  have  been  bred  for  even  two  seasons, 
and  everybody  knows  they  have  been  bred  a  lit- 
tle longer  than  that  in  England.  There  would 
have  been  one  direct  importer  less  if  our  Ameri- 
can breeders  of  White  Minorcas  had  been  more 
anxious  to  meet  the  desires  of  purchasers.  Who 
knows  but  what  all  the  White  Minorcas  in  Amer- 
ican yards  are  not  too  closely  related  for 
breeding.  The  Americans  who  buy  White 
Minorcas  must  know  the  English  parent- 
age of  the  birds  of  each  American  breeder, 
the  name  of  the  English  fancier  who  bred  them, 
and  a  positive  statement  of  the  quality  of  stock 
imported  to  be  sold,  or  from  which  eggs  and 
birds  are  to  be  sold,  otherwise  they  will  not  buy. 
They  do  not  wish  to  stock  up  next  year  with 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  birds  they  have  in 
their  yards  now;  they  will  not  tolerate  it.  A 
standard  for  White  Minorcas  for  use  in  America 
will  undoubtedly  be  put  forth.  If  the  White 
Minorca  is  a  strictly  English  breed,  and  in  the 
English  Standard  of  Excellence,  then  there  is 
already  a  Standard  for  use  in  America.  The 
English  Standard  in  all  its  essential  require- 
ments should  be  the  American  standard,  and  no 
changes  should  be  made  except  those  rendered 
compulsory  by  the  climatic  differences  in  the 
countries  in  question.  A  standard  made  up  and 
copied  from  birds  in  the  yards  of  the  people  who 
will  write  the  Standard,  may  perhaps  be  met 
with  hot  shot  and  thrown  overboard.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  good  birds  could  be  made  extra- 
choice  and  high  in  figures.  Our  breeders  do  not 
wish  to  be  compelled  to  cover  even  simple  mis- 
takes with  the  cloak  of  charity :  but  any  radical 
changes  made  with  doubtful  motives  will  be  torn 
wide  open.  Editor  Jacobs,  you  remember  the 
little  meeting  at  which  the  Langshan  Standard 
was  prepared  and  an  honest  mistake  made,  so 
keep  your  eye  on  this  matter. 

[We  acknowledge  our  mistake  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to  and  have  since  given  the  names  of  all 
other  importers.  Mr.  Murphy  is  correct  in  all 
he  says,— Ed.] 


WasItBoup7 

MRS.  A.  M.  BOWKER,  BURLING AME,  KAN. 

The  swelled  eye  is  the  same  complaint  that  I 
have  had  among  my  fowls,  and  it  comes  from 
exposure  to  cold  rain  storm  from  the  north.  I 
had  a  fine  White  Leghorn  male  that  was  blind 
in  one  eye  for  several  days,  and  I  cured  him 
with  goose  grease,  coal  oil  and  sulphur,  mixed  in 
equal  parts,  and  given  to  them  twice  a  day,  a 
tablespoonful,  and  bathed  their  heads  and 
throats  with  the  same.  I  feed  soft  food,  and 
keep  them  in  a  warm,  dry  place.  I  had  three 
othors  that  had  it,  and  they  are  all  well  but  one, 
and  she  lost  one  eye.  but  laying  nicely  now.  I 
think  it  is  a  form  of  roup,  aiid  came  from  damp- 
ness and  cold,  as  they  were  some  I  had  shut  up 
in  a  coop  in  an  open  shed.  It  did  not  spread, 
nor  any  take  ic  from  them,  or  any  others  have 
it,  except  those  that  were  in  that  storm.  Now, 
Mr. Editor,  what  do  you  think? 

[It  was  not  exactly  roup  but  very  close  to  it 
and  resulted  from  the  storms,  as  you  state.— 
Ed.] 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  they  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

AdTertisiiip  Kates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (S7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  lie  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectf  ully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

PARKESRURG.  CHESTER  CO.,  PA. 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office.  Parkesburg,  Pa.  ' 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 


Chicago's  proposed  Poultry  and  Fat  Stock 
Show  is  booming. 

Bacon,  the  Secretary  of  the  Boston  Show,  has 
began  work  in  earnest. 

Look  out  for  lice  next  month.  You  already 
have  the  turkey  article. 

If  you  want  real  solid,  practical  poultry  liter- 
ature this  is  your  paper. 

Don't  forget  that  one  and  two  cent  stamps 
are  taken  for  subscription. 

Don't  kill  your  early-moulting  hens,  as  they 
will  be  your  best  winter  layers. 

Boston's  show  will  come  off  January  12th  to 
18th  inclusive,  and  not  in  December. 

"Write  only  on  one  side  of  the  sheet  when 
articles  are  intended  for  publication. 

We  have  no  time  to  fool  with  the  Standard 
and  A.  P.  A.  this  month.  But— something  is 
coming. 

Don't  miss  our  ''Condensed  Correspondence." 
The  letters  come  from  everywhere— North, 
South,  East  and  West. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Eenvers,  Pella,  Iowa,  states  that 
we  unintentionally  omitted  his  name  from  the 
list  of  Minorca  breeders. 

Why  don't  the  Bulletin  come  out  for  the  New 
York  show.  The  parties  mean  business.  A 
show  should  be  supported  by  all. 

Did  not  get  his  paper,  says  Mr.  W.  M.  Rich- 
mond, Alton,  (no  State).  Well,  as  there  are  11 
Altons,  we  judge  lie  is  still  patiently  waiting. 

Grant  Parrish  is  now  teaching  how  to  raise 
tioo-thirds  Brahma  and  one-third  common  fowls, 
having  retired  to  a  sequestered  spot  for  that  pur- 
pose.   

New  York's  Show  is  to  be  held  on  Dec.  14th  to 
21st,  inclusive.  Mr.  H.  C.  Frink,  38  Dey  street, 
New  Yofik  City,  is  Secretary.  Look  out  for  a 
big  show. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stahl,  Quincy,  Til.,  the  inventor, 
writes  that  the  Champion  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany is  no  longer  connected  with  the  Excelsior 
Incubator. 

We  send  this  paper  six  months  for  25  cents, 
and  stamps  taken.  For  6(1  cents  we  send  you 
the  paper  for  a  year,  and  also  a  25  cent  book  for 
good  measure. 

We  have  a  pullet,  hatched  in  an  incubator, 
and  raised  in  a  brooder,  that  layed  an  egg  (very 
small)  when  only  thirteen  weeks  old.  Brooder 
pullets  always  lay  very  early. 


Mr.  John  B.  Clark,  Dunnville,  Ontario, 
Canada,  wishes  us  to  say  that  he  has  a  splendid 
location  for  raising  pure  breeds  for  those  desir- 
ing to  farm  them  out. 

When  you  get  ready  to  swear  that  there  is  not 
a  louse  on  your  premises,  j  ust  take  a  good  look  f  or 
the  big  blood-suckers  on  the  heads  and  necks— 
especially  in  warm  weather. 

Ir  you  don't  get  your  paper  drop  us  a  card. 
We  do  not  wish  you  to  miss  a  single  number.  If 
you  do  not  get  12  copies  in  a  year  it  will  be  your 
fault.  Don't  let  us  overlook  you. 

Its  a  nice  game  to  make  an  association  pay 
$10  to  send  a  delegate  to  an  A.  P.  A.  meeting, 
only  to  have  him  voted  down  by  members  who 
pay  less.    Reform  it  or  strike  out  the  delegates. 

We  loft  out  the  pictures  this  time  so  as  to 
have  more  room  to  tell  you  how  to  preserve  eggs. 
We  have  published  the  same  before,  but  we 
want  the  new  comers  to  know  something  about 
it. 

We  wish  to  say  here  that  we  have  notified  sev- 
eral parties  that  complaints  have  been  made 
against  them,  and  it  will  be  to  their  advantage 
to  satisfy  those  who  have  been  wronged.  A  word 
to  the  wise,  etc. 

How  would  it  do  to  have  a  National  Poultry 
Association  composed  of  delegates  and  members. 
The  delegates  from  the  associations  to  have 
the  right  to  speak  and  vote,  but  the  members  the 
right  to  speak  but  not  vote  f 

Who  wants  a  job?  Mr.  Henry  Arnd,  Odin, 
111.,  says:  "I  am  prepared  to  invest  any  sum, 
from  $500  to  $5000  with  one  or  more  practical 
early-rising  poultrymen."  Here  is  a  chance  for 
a  worker,  as  Mr.  A.  will  furnish  the  money. 

Bro.  Baden  delights  in  digging  Bro.  Ward  in 
the  ribs,  and  thinks  we  are  "going  back"  on  our 
previous  declarations.  After  awhile  he  will 
swear  he  has  always  been  on  our  side  of  the 
fence.  But — something  surprising  is  coming. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  write  to  us  now.  Your 
letter  is  just  what  we  want.  This  paper  is  edited 
by  its  readers.  The  editor  is  having  a  bonanza, 
ancr has  nothing  to  do.  We  may  have  to  dis- 
charge him.  Come  on  readers.  Let  us  hear 
from  you. 

Still  another  chance.  Mr.  S.  G.  Nott, Adams 
N.  Y.,  has  all  the  appliances  for  the  broiler  busi- 
ness, and  wishes  some  one  to  join  him.  He  has 
the  buildings,  incubators,  brooders,  and  good 
markets.  Will  go  on  shares,  or  in  any  manner 
most  satisfactory. 

The  Poidtry  Record,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  gives  a 
good  number  for  this  issue.  Send  for  a  sample 
of  it,  and  while  you  are  doing  so,  just  drop  an- 
other card  for  the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  Day- 
ton, Ohio.  We  wish  you  to  see  samples.  Only 
a  couple  of  postal  cards. 

The  Chicago  Poultry  Letter  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Aldine  Printing  Company,  3907  Cot- 
tage Grove  Avenue,  but  Dr.  Hall  still  continues 
as  editor.  Pressure  of  other  business  compelled 
him  to  dispose  of  it.  The  price  remains  at  50 
cents,  and  every  reader  gets  good  measure  from 
its  columns. 

Bain  is  now  at  it  in  California,  his  alias  Henry 
Griffith,  getting  his  letters  from  Stockton.  He 
sends  out  a  lot  of  resolutions  adopted  by  a  N.  A. 
Poultry  Association,  which  does  not  exist.  Be- 
ware of  the  N.  A.  P.  A.  If  you  send  stamps  to 
Griffith  you  will  get  no  reply.  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Winslow,  Machado,  Cal.,  warns  all  against  him. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson,  in  Poultry  and  Pets,Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  is  teaching  the  readers  how  to 
judge  birds,  and  illustrates  all  the  points.  The 
Dr.  knows,  and  we  advise  you  to  follow  him  all 
the  way  through.  It  is  cheaper  than  buying  a 
standard.  Send  for  a  copy.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  poultry  papers  published,  and  it  made  a 
"big  hit"  when  it  secured  Dr.  Robinson  as  one 
of  its  contributors. 


Mr.  Joseph  Wallace,  late  of  the  American 
Poultry  Journal,  has  returned  home  to  Janes- 
ville,  Wis.  The  poultry  fraternity  cannot  af- 
ford to  have  Mr.  Wallace's  pen  remain  idle.  A 
born  naturalist,  and  one  of  the  best  informed 
writers  on  poultry  in  the  United  States,  his  ser- 
vices should  be  secured  by  some  enterprising 
journal. 

Nothing  tickles  our  editor  so  much  as  to 
have  a  chance  to  answer  any  inquiries  by  mail 
from  our  readers,  especially  when  he  sees  a  two- 
cent  stamp  in  the  letter.  His  address  is  Ham- 
monton,  New  Jersey.  Don't  send  him  any  sub- 
scriptions or  money,  as  all  business  is  done  at 
the  Poultry  Keeper  office,  Parkesburg,  (not 
Parkersburg)  Pa. 

Stafford  Poultry  CluD. 

The  Stafford  Springs,  Ct.,  Poultry  Club  will 
hold  a  show  at  Stafford  Springs,  Oct.  2d  and  13th 
and  as  they  have  a  liberal  premium  list,  they 
expect  a  good  show.  Mr.  R.  S.  Hicks  is  secre- 
tary. 

North  Carolina's  Paper. 

There  is  a  little  weekly — but  good — paper  call- 
ed the  Wetkly  Poultry  Leader,  published  at 
Durham,  N.  C,  by  Y.  C.  Smith,  and  a  bright  one 
it  is.  We  hope  it  will  grow  and  nourish.  We 
give  it  a  warm  welcome. 

The  Horns  Still  Blowing, 

Our  correspondence  is  huge.  This  issue  con- 
tains about  60  letters,  all  valuable,  and  all 
praising  the  P.  K,  We  are  not  compelled  to 
"blow  our  own  horn."  Our  readers  do  it  for  us.. 
Now  send  in  your  horn  also.  Everybody  wel- 
come. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Association. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  North- 
ern Indiana  Poultry  Association  will  be  held  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  Feb.  7th  to  11th, inclusive, 
with  Dr.  C.  A  Robinson,  of  Morristown,  In- 
diana, as  judge.  Mr.  W.  B.  Page,  Fort  Wayne, 
is  secretary. 

The  Journal  'Takes  It  In, 

The  American  Poidtry  Journal  (Chicago) 
has  reached  out  its  sheltering  arms,  and  taken 
in  the  Western  Weekly  Fancier's  Review,  of" 
Madison,  Wis.,  and  it  will  be  consolidated  with 
the  Weekly  Journal.  Enterprise  seems  to  be 
the  watch-word  around  Chicago. 

That  One  Dollar  Hit. 

We  offer  three  papers  — Poultry  Keeper, 
Poidtry  Chum  (Geneseo,  111.)  "Poultry  Guide 
and  Friend  (Claremont,  Va.)  for  $1.00.  They 
are  good  bright  journals.  Send  to  the  addresses- 
above  for  samples.  You  won't  be  sorry.  We 
have  the  best  kind  of  clubs  made  up  for  you. 

Breeders  of  Ornamental  Ducks, 
All  breeders  of  ornamental  ducks  are  request- 
ed to  send  their  addresses  to  the  secretary  of" 
the  Massachusetts  Poultry  Association,  Mr.  W. 
F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport,  Mass.  There  will  be 
somet  hing  of  a  novel  feature  at  the  Boston  Show, 
and  Mr.  Bacon  desires  all  who  have  ornamental 
water  fowls  to  drop  him  a  card. 

The  Duck's  Bill. 

Editor  Pierce,  of  the  Fancier's  Gazette,  re- 
ferring to  Mr.  Todd's  letter,  and  our  reply  there- 
to, in  a  previous  issue,  thinks  "Jacobs  is  getting 
old,"  because  we  made  the  claim  that  the  dark 
spots  appear  on  the  bills  of  laying  ducks,  and  he 
wants  us  to  know  that  he  does  not  wish  it  so  on 
the  Pekin  or  Aylesbury,  and  cannot  accept  It 
For  his  information  we  will  state  that  our  asser- 
tion is  corroborated  by  Mr.  James  Rankin,  of 
South  Easton,  Mass.,  who  keeps  annually  40f 
laying  Pekin  ducks  (pure  bred  prize  winners- 
some  of  them)  and  who  hatches  and  sells  nearly 
4000  ducklings  every  season.  He  also  breeds 
Aylesburys.  Hence  we  are  supported  by  very 
good  authority.  Even  Mr.  Todd  admits  the  spots 
seldom  appear  on  drakes.  _   
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The  Coxsackie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association. 

The  Coxsackie,  N.  Y^Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association  will  hold  its  Second  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion at  Coxsackie.  January  24,  25,  26, 1888.  Mr. 
Abel  F.  Stevens  will  act  as  judge.  Mr.  Wm.  P. 
Freligh  is  Sec'y.,  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. 

Look  Out  for  Lice. 
In  this  issue  we  tell  you  how  to  preserve  eggs. 
Next  month  we  wish  to  tell  you  something  about 
lice.  We  have  lots  of  illustrations  to  come,  but 
you  will  get  them  all  in  time.  Every  issue  is  a 
special— so  keep  every  number  for  reference. 

Northern  Illinois  in  the  Field. 

The  Northern  Illinois  Poultry  Show  will  be 
held  at  Rockford,  111.,  December  6th  to  10th, 
inclusive,  with  Mr.  C.  J.  Ward  as  judge.  Mr. 
E.  C.  Dunn,  Rockfood,  is  Secretary.  There  are 
some  live  poultry  breeders  around  Kockford, 
and  they  always  aim  for  good  shows. 

Illinois  Poultry  Association. 

Alton,  Illinois,  will  have  her  show  December 
6th  to  0th,  inclusive,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Illinois  Poultry  Association.  Alton  is  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  also  has  excellent  railroad  advan- 
tages. Mr.  J.  M.  Gearing  is  Secretary. 

A  Double  Deal. 

Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  join  hands.  The 
Winona  Poultry  Association,  (Minn.,)  and  the 
Trempealeau  Valley  Poultry  Association,  (Wis.,) 
will  give  a  joint  exhibitiqn  at  Winona,  Minn., 
Feb.  7th  to  10th,  inclusive,  with  the  veteran,  C. 
J.  Ward  as  judge.  Address  the  Secretaries, 
Henry  Hess,  Winona,  Minn.,  or  G.  A.  Markham, 
Independence,  Wis.  ' 

We  Are  Waiting  for  Ton, 

Don't  forget  those  names.  Send  us  a  list  of 
all  persons  whom  you  may  suppose  to  be  inter- 
ested in  poultry.  We  will  be  obliged  for  one 
name  or  a  million.  We  wish  to  send  them 
sample  copies.  We  give  awpy  thousands  of 
copies  every  month.  It  is  the  only  favor  we 
have  ever  asked  of  our  readers,  and  we  aim  to  do 
each  a  dozen  favors. 

The  Fancier's  Gazette. 
This  solid  old  reliable  journal,  edited  by  Mr. 
B.  N.  Pierce,  is  still  up  to  the  standard  in  qual- 
ity. It  is  a  large,  first-class  journal,  published 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  at  $1.25  per  year,  but 
we  have  arranged  to  send  it  and  the  Poultrt 
Keeper  at  that  price.  Mr.  Pierce  has  also 
promised  to  send  a  free  sample  of  his  paper  to 
all  who  will  drop  him  a  card. 


The  Southern  Poultry  Guide. 
This  journal,  now  three  years  old,  is  publish- 
ed by  Mr.  E.  H.  McArthur,  Meridian,  Miss.,  and 
is  well  edited  and  printed.  It  is  50  cents  a  year 
(with  the  Poultry  Keeper  75  cents),  and  free 
sample  copies  will  be  sent  to  all  desiring.  We 
trust  our  Southern  friends  will  not  forget  to  en- 
courage efforts  in  that  section.  And  we  may 
add.  our  Northern  readers  will  be  pleased  with 
the  Guide  also. 

The  Gape  Worm  of  Fowls. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Walker,  Franklinville,  New  York, 
sent  us  a  small  treatise  on  this  subject,  in  the 
shape  of  a  book.  The  Doctor  begins  at  the 
foundation  and  does  not  end  until  he  has  fully 
discussed  all  that  pertains  to  gapes  and  the  gape 
worm.  He  is  also  the  author  of  "The  Microscope 
in  Medical  Diagnosis,"  and  as  his  experiments 
have  been  very  carefully  performed,  and  an  ac- 
tive interest  taken  by  him  in  the  subjects  men- 
tioned, he  has  contributed  very  valuable  infor- 
mation from  a  scientific  standpoint. 

Read  This. 

Send  all  letters  for  publication,  or  inquiries,  to 
the  editor,  at  Hammonton,  N.  J.  He  will  get 
them  even  if  they  come  to  Parkesburg,  but 
sooner  if  sent  to  his  residence.  Don't  send  him 
asy  subscriptions,  as  he  has  to  re-mail  them  to 


us.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  business,  but 
is  ever  ready  to  oblige  the  readers.  And  don't 
forget  the  stamp.  One  stamp  is  not  much,  but 
they  count  up  during  the  month.  Above  all, 
give  your  name,  postoffiee,  county  and  State. 
Don't  write  your  signature,  but  make  plain 

letters.   

New  York's  Show. 

Determined  men  have  decided  that  New  York 
shall  have  a  show,  and  a  big  one  at  that.  It  will 
be  held  December  14th  to  21st,  and  premium  lists 
are  now  ready.  M.  M.  Pomeroy  (Brick)  is  Presi- 
dent, and  H.  C.  Frink,  Secretary,  38  Dey  street, 
New  York  City.  Breeders  are  responding,  and 
everything  looks  encouraging.  Let  all  join  in. 
Drop  animosities,  and  assist  in  having  a  huge 
exhibition.  It  is  of  little  consequence  who  origi- 
nated the  movement,  so  it  is  a  success.  If  a  show 
is  contemplated  back  it  up.  We  venture  to  say 
that  there  will  be  no  stone  left  unturned  by  the 
managers  to  eclipse  all  former  displays.  - 

Miami  Valley  Poultry  Association. 

This  association  will  hold  a  rousing  show  at 
Dayton,  O.,  December  7th  to  12th  inclusive. 
Chas.  McClave  of  New  London,  Ohio,  is  to  do  the 
judging.  It  will  probably  be  a  larger  one  than 
ever  held  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  as- 
sociation will  make  it  their  rule  to  give  fair 
treatment  to  every  one  and  will  do  their  best  to 
carry  out  the  rule.  The  membership  fee  is  one 
dollar  per  year.  The  list  of  officers  is  as  follows : 
F.  J.  Marshall,  Middletown,  O., President;  Vice- 
Presidents,  F.  M.  Clemens,  Jamestown,  O.,  Mack 
Abrahams,  Rose  Hill,  O.,  E.  W.;Parker,  Dayton, 
O.,  B.  F.  Wehrly,  Ebenezer,  O.,  C.  E.  Mull,  Leb- 
anon, O.,  H.  R.  Engle,  Excello,  O. ;  Treasurer: 
L.  W.  Janney,  Waynesville,  O. ;  Secretary:  C. 
H.  Solomon,  Dayton,  O.;  Executive  Committee: 
E.  B.  Hays,  Dayton,  O.,  Frank  Wilhehn,  Dayton, 
O.,  W.  C.  Hankinson,  Blue  Ball,  O.,  W.  H. 
Evans,  Lima,  O.,  T.  W.  McAdams,  Middletown,  O. 


The  Market  Fowl. 

Let  the  new  standard  recognize  the  fact  that 
while  the  markings  must  be  preserved 
more  attention  must  be  given  utility.  Take 
away  the  real  value  of  the  fowl  and  the  .busi- 
ness of  the  breeders  will  fall  to  the  ground. 
Already  close  in-breeding  for  comb,  wattles, 
legs,  etc.,  has  so  injured  some  breeds  that  eggs 
do  not  hatch  well.  The  Light  Brahmas  in  the 
present  standard,  have  only  10  points  for  breast 
and  body,  while  the  neck  alone  has  10,  the  comb 
8,  with  legs  and  toes  6.  It  may  be  all  right  from 
a,  fancy  point  of  view,  but  the  man  who  buys  a 
Brahma  in  the  market  prefers  more  breast  and 
less  beauty  of  comb.  Some  editors,  like  Mr. 
Pierce,  instinctively  turn  up  their  noses  at  the 
very  mention  of  crosses,  or  market  quality,  but 
he  and  Mr.  Felch  are  willing  to  point  to  the  fig- 
ures to  show  the  value  of  the  (market)  poultry 
interests.  We  must  use  pure  breeds  for  imprve- 
ment,  but  they  should  also  be  improved  in  qual- 
ity as  well  as  beauty.  

New  Haven  Poultry  Association, 

The  poultry  fanciers  of  this  city  having  formed 
an  association,  have  elected  the  following 
board  of  officers :  President,  J.  B.  Robertson,  Jr. ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Jas.  A.  Howarth,  Benj.  A. 
Booth,  Frank  S.  Piatt;  Secretary,  George  F. 
Howard ;  Treasurer,  Wooster  P.  Ensign ;  Audi- 
tor, Walter  R.  Nichols;  Executive  Committee: 
C.  P.  Jordan,  N.  D.  Forbes,  T.  A.  Todd,  Frank 
L.  Edwards,  J.  Boardman  Smith,  Alex.  Craig, 
W.  A.  Peck,  A.  C.  Agnew,  D.  C.  Monson,  W.  R. 
Kirkwood.  This  Association  will  hold  a  show 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  from  January  5th  to  9th, 
1888,  inclusive.  Lincoln  Rink,  a  large  and  well 
lighted  hall  has  been  secured,  also  four  well 
known  and  competent  judges,  and  the  show 
will  be  second  to  none.  They  have  a  large  guar- 
antee fund,  and  will  offer  liberal  premiums,  and 
opening  on  Thursday,  fanciers  from  a  long  dis- 
tance can  send  their  birds,  and  not  have  them 
on  the  road  over  Sunday.  It  is  hoped  that  fan- 
ciers will  keep  this  in  mind,  and  help  to  make 
this  the  best  show  in  the  country  the  ^coining 
winter. 


The  Incubators  Again, 

"We  wish  to  know  why  my  chicks  died  in  the 
shell,"  says  a  subscriber,  and  we  receive  quite  a- 
number  of  letters  asking  for  "more  light."  Now 
that  is  just  what  we  are  here  for,  and  when  our 
readers  call  on  us  we  must  obey.  Here  is  a  let- 
ter from  Dr.  J.  C.  Myers,  Greenville,  Ohio.  Hft 
says: 

Your  directions  for  running  incubator  were 
followed,  and  result  was  a  good  hatch.  Out  of 
200  eggs  I  got  170  strong,  healthy  chickens.  I 
could  not,  at  the  time,  get  enough  eggs  to  fill  in, 
so  in  seven  days  after  1  set  the  first,  I  put  in  75- 
more,  and  only  received  3  chickens.  Eggs  were 
from  same  hens  as  the  200.  What  was  the  cause 
of  eggs  not  hatching  in  the  last  case '.'  In  your 
directions  you  said  use  so  many  sponges  first, 
second  and  third  week  but  did  not  give  size  of" 
sponges. 

Now,  the  Dr.  got  a  good  hatch— 170  strong 
chicks  from  200  eggs.  Then,  a  week  later,  he 
put  in  75  eggs  more,  and  only  got  three  chicks. 
Certainly — it  could  not  be  otherwise.  The  rea- 
son is  this.  The  first  lot,  having  been  in  a  week 
when  the  second  lot  were  put  in,  gave  off  more 
animal  heat.  Being  a  week  older  (in  the  shells) 
the  thermometer  laying  on  an  egg  of  the  first  lot 
and  the  heat  103,  the  heat  in  the  second  lot  would 
be  only  about  98.  The  older  the  chicKs  the  more 
heat  in  the  eggs.  Hence,  put  all  your  eggs  in  at 
one  time.  As  tosize  of  sponges  they  should  be 
about  the  size  of  a  turkey  egg  when  wet  and 
swelled.  Mr.  E.  M.  Parmelee,  Catskill,  N.  Y., 
asks  some  very  important  questions,  also.  He 
says: 

Can  you  inform  me  the  cause  and  cure  of  the 
inability  of  my  chickens  to  liberate  themselves 
from  their  shell  and  consequent  death,  I  use 
one  of  your  incubators,  and  for  the  last  two- 
hatches  have  had  this  to  contend  with,  thereby 
saving  but  a  small  per  cent,  of  the  eggs.  I  have 
endeavored  to  follow  your  direct,  ons  closely  but 
I  fail  to  produce  much  of  a  per  ce,,  t.  Your  reply 
will  undoubtedly  be  appreciated  \>y  many  read- 
ers of  your  most  estimable  paper. 

That  is  a  hard  one,  as  we  should  be  on  the 
ground  where  the  hatch  was  made,  in  order  to 
investigate,  and  not  at  a  distance,  but  we  will 
try.  At  this  season,  and  for  three  months  past, 
hens  have  been  moulting,  which  debilitates  them.. 
Remember,  we  said  that  eggs  from  fat  hens,  in- 
bred hens,  immature  pullets,  or  where  the  cock 
is  sick  or  impotent,  the  eggs  would  not  hatch 
well,  and  any  lack  of  vitality  is  passed  to  the 
chicks.  Stale  eggs  will  progress  to  a  certain 
stage  of  incubation,  and  then  cease.  Right  here, 
however,  we  will  say  that  the  bulb  of  the  ther- 
mometer must  rest  on  a  fertile  egg,  so  that  it 
records  the  heat  of  the  egg,  and  not  of  the 
drawer.  Hence,  at  the  beginning  of  a  hatch  the 
heat  will  be  hard  to  maintain,  but  after  the 
tenth  day  the  heat  of  the  eggs  begins  to  assist,, 
until  nearly  on  to  the  time  of  hatching,  when 
very  often  no  heat  will  be  required,  the  eggs- 
hatching  themselves.  If  the  thermometer  does 
not  lay  on  a  fertile  egg,  and  records  only  the 
heat  of  the  drawer,  the  drawer  will  be  103  and 
the  eggs  108.  If  the  chicks  hatch  out  a  day  or 
two  ahead  of  time  it  shows  that  the  eggs  were 
fresh  and  the  heat  rather  high,  but  if  the  eggs 
do  not  hatch  until  two  days  over  time,  it  indi- 
cates that  the  heat  was  rather  low.  All  things 
being  equal  the  freshest  eggs  hatch  first.  Air 
may  be  admitted  to  the  incubator,  but  no 
draughts  or  currents  through  it.  If  too  much 
moisture  is  given  the  chicks  develop  too  rapidly 
at  first,  and  die  in  the  shell  on  the  seventeenth 
day,  because  they  are  too  big  to  stay  in,  and  not 
old  enough  to  get  out.  After  the  eggs  begin  to 
pip,  give  plenty  of  air,  and  twice  a  day,  spray 
(not  sprinkle)  the  eggs  freely  with  water  at  110 
degrees.  Do  it  quickly,  so  as  to  avoid  evapora- 
tion, which  chills  the  eggs,  and  try  and 
keep  the  temperature  as  near  103  degrees 
as  possible,  and  attend  to  your  incubator 
twice  a  day— then  leave  it  alone.  In  sum- 
mer there  is  less  danger  of  chilling  the  eggs. 
Begin  spraying  on  the  fifteenth  day.  The  first 
week  give  no  moisture,  the  second  week  use  the 
sponges.  The  sponges  are  good  indicators  of 
moisture.  If  they  dry  quickly  it  shows  lack  of 
moisture.  The  spray  ot  hot  water  (110  degrees) 
usually  brings  out  line  chicks,  as  it  not  only 
affords  moisture,  but  stimulates  them.  Shut  the 
drawer  quickly  after  spraying.  A  sprayer,  for 
the  purpose,  can  be  had  at  any  rubber  store.  If 
we  have  omitted  any  answers  send  in  more 
letters.   Everybody  welcome. 
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Mr,  Leidy's  Wyandottes. 

To  give  any  description  of  Wyandottes  in  this 
issue  would  be  superfluous.  For  illustration  we 
have  secured  the  breeding  pen  of  Mr:  Milton  H. 
Leidy,  of  Blooming  Glen,  Bucks  county,  Pa.. who 
makes  a  specialty  of  them,  and  who  does  not 
consider  his  stock  second  to  any.  There  is  a 
great  improvement  going  on  in  "Wyandottes. 
They  are  being  bred  with  more  care,  and  they 
are  'gradually  becoming  more  uniform  in  all 
respects,  and  Mr.  Leidy  is  one  among  the  num- 
ber who  is  endeavoring  to  breed  up  his  stock  not 
only  to  standard  requirements,  but  also  for 
utility. 


Looks  Like  the  Grey  Lice. 

We  give  the  following  letter,  as  it  describes 
the  symptoms  pertaining  to  the  presence  of  the 
large  grey  body  lice  (not  mites)  which  are  never 
seen  except  by  an  examination  of  the  bodies  of 
the  fowls  or  chicks.  The  letter  is  from  Mrs.  D. 
J5.  Thompson,  Downey,  California.  She  says: 

I  am  hoping  to  learn  through,  your  excellent 


the  "sore-head,"  especially  if  the  chicks  are 
sleepy,  may  be  traced  to  the  work  of  the  grey 
lice.  They  may  be  found  on  the  heads,  necks 
and  vents,  but  a  close  search  must  be  made  for 
them,  though  they  are  large.  Grease  the  heads 
with  a  few  drops  of  the  following  mixture :  Lard, 
one  cupful,  crude  petroleum,  one  teaspoonful, 
oil  pennyroyal,  one  teaspoonful.  carbolic  acid, 
20  drops.  It  will  kill  them  instantly,  and  also 
cure  any  skin  disease.  Apply  once  a  week.  Do 
not  grease  the  bodies. 


Mr.  Bacon  Gives  His  Views, 

Mr.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport,  Mass., 
Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Poultry  Associa- 
tion, and  well  known  as  a  most  excellent  judge, 
does  not  agree  to  the  Rhodes'  plan  of  judging, 
and  gives  his  views  in  the  following  letter.  He 
says: 

Did  Brother  Jacobs  ever  judge  a  poultry  show? 


who  would  care  to  sink  his  individuality  enough 
to  be  debarred  from  recognizing  a  friend, 
or  receiving  the  salutation  of  acquaintances? 
The  judge  is  no  less  than  a  man,  and  what 
man  do  you  think  would  care  to  be  followed 
about  and  watched  by  a  society  official.  I  tell 
you,  frankly,  that  I  toovld  not,  and  when 
the  time  arrives  that  this  mode  of  judging 
is  universally  adopted,  I,  for  one,  quietly  step 
down  and  out.  leaving  the  field  for  those  who 
like  it  better.  Further  than  this.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  doing  justice,  either  to  the  judge  or  the 
specimen, to  tack  on  the  score  card  as  soon  as 
finished  without  an  opportunity  to  revise.  I  do 
not  believe  a  judge  stands  to-day  that  never 
alters  his  judgment,  ('-only  a  fool  never  changes 
his  mind.")  and  I  doubt  if  half  a  dozen  could  be 
found  who  would  consent  to  have  the  cards  tack- 
ed in  the  way  suggested  by  my  friend  from  East 
Greenwich.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Felch  say,  (and 
no  one  man  has  had  more  experience  in  judging 
poultry.)  that  he  did  not  consider  any  judge  an 
honest  man  who  did  not  look  over  his  cards  be- 
fore giving  his  final  decision.  Messrs.  Stevens, 
Ball  and  others,  have  said  the  same  in  substance. 

If,  as  Mr.  R.  supposes,  the  three  best  coops 
figure  alike,  why  are  they  not  entitled  to  first, 
second  and  third  premiums  ?    Are  they  not  the 
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journal  the  cause  and  cure  of  a  disease  of  young 
fowls  called  by  the  people  hereabouts  "sore- 
head." I  think  it  is  common  to  southern  Califor- 
nia, and  I  never  met  it  north.  When  quite  young 
the  fowls  get  "droopy,"  shut  their  eyes,  and 
finally  keep  them  closed,  at  the  same  time  losing 
the  use  of  their  legs.  Last  year  I  lost  about 
thirty  chicks.  This  year  a  fiock«of  thirty  ducks 
were  attacked  with  "blindness  and  sore  heads, 
and  seemingly  sore  throats,  as  they  swallowed 
their  food  with  evident  effort.  I  gave  them  car- 
bolic acid  in  their  food  and  drink,  and  lost  but 
one.  As  it  was  only  an  experiment  on  my  part, 
would  like  to  learn' from  some  one  who  is  author- 
ity in  the  matter.  Perhaps  I  should  say  I  regu- 
lated the  quantity  by  my  own  judgment  and 
observation,  using"  about  a  teaspoonful  in  their 
food  and  drink  every  morning  until  they  began 
to  recover,  when  I  put  a  few  drops  only  'in  their 
food  in  the  morning.  I  dissolved  a  teaspoonful 
in  two  quarts  of  water  and  sprinkled  the  coops 
and  ground.  I  would  like  to  know  if  that  was  a 
reliable  way  to  proceed,  and  if  the  same  treat- 
ment would  do  to  use  with  chickens  or  turkeys. 

The  treatment  described  was  proper  for  the 
throat  disease,  but  the  proportion  of  carbolic 
acid  (liquid)  should  be  one  teaspoonful  of  the 
acid  to  one  quart  of  water.    Nearly  all  cases  of 


I  think  not,  or  he  never  would  have  styled  the 
method  advanced  by  Mr  H.  A.  Rhodes,  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  an  excellent  one.  I  have ;  and 
know  whereof  I  speak.  Why  not  commence  at 
once,  by  awarding  1st  premium  to all,thus saving 
the  cost  of  judging  altogether,  and  insure  satis- 
faction to  all  instead  of  "six."  In  my  humble 
opinion,  such  a  system  as  he  recommends  would 
be  wrong,  entirely  wrong.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  increased  expense  to  the  society,  it  would  be 
disastrous  to  successful  exhibits.  How  many 
do  you  think  would  care  to  divide  the  honor  of 
first  premium  with  two  or  more  others? 

If  the  nine  best  specimens  have  figured  within 
four  points  of  each  other,  the  first  three  93,  the 
second  three  91.  and  the  last  three  90,  according 
to  Mr.  Rhodes'  plan,  there  would  be  3  first. 
second  and  3  third  premiums,  at  least $6  to  pay  on 
this  vani  ty  Uon;  Multiply  if  you  pis  ise  this  six 
dollars  by  the  number  of  'different  v  arieties  on 
exhibition,  and  you  have  quite  a  respectable 
sum.  It  is  not  impossible,  and  quite  probable, 
(for  I  have  often  seen  it  in  my  own  experience) 
that  5  or  6  first  premiums  might,  under  this  rul- 
ing, appear,  increasing  the  bill  still  more,  and 
frcm  s-id  experience  I  know  tint  tht  majority  nf 
poultry  associations  have  about  all  they  want  to 
stagger  under  to  pay  one  first  premium  on  one 
variety.  Furthermore,  what  judge  do  you  know 


three  best  on  exhibition,  according  to  the  socie- 
ties' rules?  Why,  then,  should  the  fourth  or  fifth; 
on  the  list  expect,  by  any  hocus  pocus,  to  receive 
second  or  third,  when  second  and  third  indicate 
second  best  and  third  best,  which  they  are  not. 

In  scoring  there  is  a  rule  among  judges,  and 
well-known  to  most  exhibitors,  to  determine  the 
first  prize  bird  in  case  of  a  tie.  and  I  have 
rarely  heard  any  dissatisfaction  expressed  by 
the  parties  interested  when  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  apply  it.  It  is  not  by  cutting  a  half 
point  here,  and  a  quarter  point  there,  as  the 
gentleman  states,  but  by  a  perfectly  plain,  sim- 
ple rule,  which  would  encroach  too  much  on  your 
space  to  explain  here.  I  have  said  enough,  how- 
ever, to  show  you  that  I.  for  one,  am  not  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  plan  of  my  brother  Rhodes.  I 
consider  him  a  better  success  at  breeding  Lang- 
shans,  and  wlren  he  comes  to  discuss  that  point 
j  he  may  do  all  the  talking  and  w  ill  find  me  a 
I  quiet  listener.  Now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  give 
'  you  my  plan.  Let  each  society  engage  a  judge  ia 
which'  they  have  implicit  confidence,  both  ill 
ability  to  take  the  classes  to  which  he  will  be.  as- 
signed, and  in  his  honesty.  Give  him  freedom 
to  act  in  accordance  with  liis  best  judgment  and 
opinion,  unhampered  by  rules,  regulations  or 
society  officials,  holding  him  responsible  for  hts 
action's,  and  back  him  up  to  the  letter  regardless 
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of  ignorant  and  chronic  kickers.  Then,  if  he 
prove  unworthy,  never  employ  him  again,  and 
advertise  him  to  others.  If  this  rule  was  adopt- 
ed and  strictly  adhered  to,  a  corps  of  judges 
would  be  established  satisfactory  to  all  reasona- 
ble exhibitors. 

The  above  excellent  letter  certainly  puts  a 
different  face  on  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Rhodes' 
suggestion  has  at  least  called  for  opinions  that 
should  be  freely  expressed.  For  our  part,  while  we 
thought  we  saw  an  improvement  in  Mr.  Rhodes' 
plan, '  yet  the  main  objection  to  it  is  as  Mr. 
Bacon  mentions— the  expense.  So  far  as  ob- 
jecting to  precautions  and  making  rules  for 
judges,  no  objections  should  be  made  by  judges, 
provided  all  are  treated  alike,  as  an  honest 
square  judge  has  nothing  to  fear,  though  as  Mr. 
Bacon  says,  it  is  not  agreeable  to  be  treated  as  a 
thief  or  robber. 

About  Several  Things, 

Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson,  Morristown,  Indiana,  who 
usually  gets  down  to  the  "root"  of  his  subject, 
writes  as  follows  about  several  things  that  de- 
serve attention : 

I  must  compliment  W.  Felch  on  his  able  argu- 
ment in  Ohio  Poultry  Journal 
against  duplicating  orders,  for 
while  it  is  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  duplicate  an 
•order  when  I  know  that  the 
party  actually  deserves  the  ex- 
tra eggs,  yet  it  is  very  often 
abused  arid  men  report  "no 
hatch,"  "poor  hatch,"  etc., 
and  the  amateur  imagines  that 
■every  man  in  the  country 
knows  it,  and  if  he  don't  dupli- 
cate the  order  he  will  be  ex- 
posed. I  have  got  bravely  over 
that,  and  have  not  the  least 
fear  of  such  ganders.  I  know 
of  a  fancier  who  sold  a  setting 
of  eggs  to  a  party,  and  dupli- 
cated the  order  twice  upon 
false  representation  by  the  fel- 
low, and  then  the  buyer  had 
the  impudence  to  boast  in  the 
fall  that  he  had  45  chicks  from  < 
one  setting  of  eggs.  I  am  glad  sjs^rf 
to  see  Bro.  Janney  taking  up  Jllltlll 
the  subject  of  symmetry.  sSlllIll 
Speak  up,  friends, whether  you 
agree  with  me  or  not  I  want  to 
hear  your  opinion  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  symmetry.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  so-called  fancy  chickens, 
■ducks,  geese  and  turkeys  go  to 
the  farm.  So  far  as  my  trade 
is  this  :year.  (and  it  is  entirely 
satisfactory)  about  three-fifth's 
of  the  stock  and  eggs  have 
gone  to  the  farm.  Many  go  to 
fanciers  to  disprove  the  falla- 
cious assertions  that  every- 
body should  inbreed.  Judi- 
cious in-breeding  is  proper,  but 
is  not  often  practiced.  It  does 
not  pay.  It  requires  long  years, 
long  patience,  and  long'pock- 
-ets,  and  in  this  rushing  Ameri- 
can age  men  don't  care  to  keep 
an  eye  to  anything  that  does 
not  promise  quick  returns,  but 
what  has  this  to  do  with  buying 
thoroughbred  stock.  Simply 
this  ;the  fanners  of  this  country 
have  been  taught  for  genera- 
tions that  they  must  change  the  blood  in  their 
stock.  They  have  added  experience  to  this  teach- 
ing, and  have  practically  demonstrated  the  fact, 
over  and  over  again.  Hence  they  infuse  new 
blood  every  year.  "O,  well,"  savs  one,  "farmers 
are  so  penurious  that  they  will  not  pay  fancy 
prices  for  thoroughbred  stock."  All  I  have  to 
say  to  this  is  that  they  are  willing,  and  do  pav 
me  from  $2.50  to  $5.00  each  for  the  birds  they 
purchase  from  my  yards,  and  if  you  can't  make 
any  money  raising  chickens  on  a  farm  at  these 
prices  you  had  better  run  for  Congress,  or  take 
a  foreign  mission  at  $17,000  a  year.  When  farmers 
once  begin  with  a  man  they  usually  stay  with 
him  unless  they  are  duped,  when  they  quietly 
drop  him  and  go  elsewhere.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  your.articles  on  Incubators  and  Brooders, 
and  I  have  concluded  that  there  is  no  use  for 
me  to  monkey  with  an  old  hen.  I  have  but  two 
places  for  her.  One  is  as  a  laving  machine ;  the 
other  is  in  the  pot,  and  if  I  could  get  the  neces- 
sary chemicals  together  I  would  create  all  the 
eggs  and  have  them  already  hatched  and  reared 
for  that  matter.  "If." 

We  like  the  Dr.'s  reference  to  the  fact  that 
farmers  are  buyers,  but  they  want  less  cnmb  and 
wattles  and  more  breast  and  body,  and  standard 
makers  should  consider  that  utility  is  the  (/round- 
work  of  the  popularity  of  most  breeds.  The  Dr. 
is  traveling  on  the  utility  track,  and  yet  his  birds 
are  not  a  whit  behind  on  fancy  points.  He  knows 
how  to  take  as  many  premiums  as  others,  but  his 
eye  is  on  the  mam  chance— utility. 


The  Rooster  that  Crowed. 

We  give  the  smiling  countenance  of  Sid  Conger, 
Flat  Rock,  Indiana,  in  this  issue.  Sid  never 
crowed  but  once,  though  often  victorious,  and 
that  was  when  he  was  elected  to  the  last  Indiana 
Legislature.  He  had  been  Sheriff,and  had  filled 
several  offices,  but  though  nominated  in  a  dis- 
trict where  his  party  was  largely  in  the  minority, 
the  county  of  Shelby  was  literally  so  full  of  poul- 
try fanciers  that  they  outvoted  the  two  old 
parties.  It  is  said  that  when  Sid  left  the  polls  on 
the  night  of  the  election  he  crowed  all  the  way 
home,  and  was  answered  by  200  Plymouth  Rocks 
as  he  got  within  hailing  distance.  The  birds  are 
said  to  have  held  a  meeting  and  presented  him 
with  engrossed  resolutions,  but  one  old  three- 
year-old  cock  objected,  as  he  thought  that  a 
fancier  should  not  disgrace  himself  by  going  to 
the  Legislature  or  Congress.  Sid  has  since  re- 
pented, and  gives  his  whole  attention  to  his 
large  flocks  of  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes. 
He  says  he  will  have  revenge  this  fall,  for  he 
does  not  intend  that  any  of  the  "boys"  shall  get 
a  premium,  as  he  intends  to  sweep  the  decks 
himself. 


Cold  Storage  for  Eggs. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Kimball,  Salem,  N.  H.,  asks  a  few 
questions  which  we  answer  below.  He  says : 
How  should  an  ice  house  be  built  to  keep  eggs 
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in  a  cold  storage,  with  a  room  underneath.  How 
big  a  house  will  it  take  to  keep  ice  through  the 
summer.  How  long  will  eggs  keep  in  cold  stor- 
age. How  old  are  Pekin  Ducks  when  they  begin 
to  lay.  When  is  the  time  to  pick  them? 

Any  arrangement  that  will  keep  articles  cool, 
such  as  on  the  plan  of  a  refrigerator,  or  even 
like  the  P.  K.  incubator,  will  answer.  Any  size 
may  be  used.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  have  a 
large  zinc  box  in  a  still  larger  box,  and  the  space 
between  filled  with  ice.  The  larger  box  may  be 
well  lined  with  sawdust.  Regarding  ducks  they 
will  often  lay  when  five  months  old,  and  pay  to 
be  picked  every  six  weeks  after  warm  weather 
sets  in. 


All  On  a  City  Lot. 

He  works  in  the  shops  at  Troy,  Ohio,  every 
day,  and  lives  on  a  city  lot,  yet  he  hatched  1,700 
chicks,  and  is  trying  his  luck  with  ducks.  Here 
is  what  Mr.  J.  A.  Wharton  did.  Let  every  one 
read.  He  says: 

I  have  just  read  the  letter  from  Dr.  Burr,  of 
Dobbs'  Ferry,  N.  Y..  in  June  number  of  P.  K., 
and  1  feei  that  I  ought  to  say  something  about 
tiie  "Perfect  Hatcher."  I  have  run  the  Poultry 
Keeper  Incubator  for  two  years,  with  good  re- 


sults, and  I  want  to  say  right  here,  that  I  don't 
think  there  is  a  hatcher  made  in  which  the  tem- 
perature is  so  completely  under  control  of  the 
operator  as  the  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator. 
Well,  in  March  I  boifcht  a  Perfect  Hatcher,  750 
egg  size,  run  it  according  to  directions,  and 
made  two  hatches,  not  getting  over  40  per  cent., 
as  perhaps  Brother  Jacobs  may  remember,  for  I 
wrote  him  about  it.  I  soon  became  convinced 
that  there  was  too  much  ventilation,  and  not 
enough  moisture,  Skin  of  eggs  was  tough,  like 
leather.  I  sent  to  J.  L.  Campbell,  of  West 
Elizabeth,  Pa.,  for  his  moisture  gauge.  I  turned 
down  the  lamps  and  closed  the  ventilators,  only 
leaving  them  open  one-half  inch.  I  found  that 
this  brought  the  moisture  about  right,  and  I 
hatched  584  strong  lively  chicks  from  600  fertile 
eggs— 97>^  per  cent.,  and  I  have  just  taken  off  a 
hatch  of  94  per  cent.,  and  yet  I  don't  like  the 
"Perfect  Hatcher."  It  is  too  easily  affected  by 
changes  in  the  outside  temperature.  For  exam- 
ple, yesterday  was  a  warm  day,  and  last  night  at 
10  o'clock,  the  valves  were  open  and  ther- 
mometers showed  102%.  This  morning  was 
cold,  with  heavy  fog.  I  rose  at  5  O'clock 
and  found  hatcher  with  valves  closed,  and  ther- 
mometers standing  at  93.  This  happens  much 
oftener  than  I  could  wish.  If  I  could  regulate 
the  temperature  in  the  room  in  which  the  hatcher 
stands,  then  the  "Perfect"  would  be  much  more 
perfect.  I  made  three  brooders  after  the  plan 
of  Brother  Jacobs,  and  I  find  them  "The  Boss." 
I  made  the  three  in  one  day,  the  material  costing 
$2.40,  only  80  cents  a  piece,  and 
I  find  them  in  all  respects  fully 
equal  to  the  Pacific  Queen,  six 
of  which  I  have  used  for  two 
seasons.  I  have  hatched  over 
1700  ducks  and  chicks  for  other 
people  this  spring.  I  get  six 
cents  apiece  for  ducks,  and 
five  cents  for  chicks,  and  have 
as  many  as  1  have  room  for  of 
my  own.  I  only  have  an  ordin- 
ary city  lot.  This  is  no  place 
for  fancy  prices.  I  get  $3.00 
per  dozen  for  chicks  at  ten 
weeks  old ;  but  as  I  have  done 
all  this  besides  working  ten 
hours  per  day  in  the  shops,  I 
feel  pretty  well  satisfied.  I 
have  everything  filled  up  with 
Pekin  duck  eggs  now,  but  will 
shut  down  until  next  January. 
Please  state  in  your  answers  to 
inquirers  in  next  paper  whether 
young  ducks  require  a  brooder 
same  as  chicks.and  if  they  can 
be  raised  successfully  late  in 
the  season.  We  all  know  how 
hardy  the  early  chicks  are,  but 
the  ones  hatched  in  June  and 
July,  no  matter  how  strong  and 
fine  they  may  appear  at  first, 
soon  require  many  repetitions 
of  the  "sad,  sad  service,"  until 
if  we  raise  40  per  cent,  we 
think  ourselves  fortunate.  I 
have  had  no  experience  with 
ducks,  but  have  been  told  that 
they  did  best  late  in  the  season. 
I  don't  believe  in  flattery,  but 
I  would  not  be  without  the 
Poultry  Keeper  if  it  cost  $5 
per  annum. 

Though  he  got  good  hatches 
with  the  "Perfect,"  which  has 
a  self-regulator,  yet  the  home- 
made incubator,  he  says,  regu 
lates  best.  He  has  only  an  or- 
dinary city  lot,  but  keeps  his 
incubator  going,  making  his 
own  brooders,  and  works  at 
his  poultry  between  times,  as  he  is  busy  at  his 
regular  work  in  the  Beedle  &  Kelley  shops.  The 
brooder  is  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Hosford,  in 
June  issue,  but  we  suggest  the  one  in  August 
Poultry  Keeper,  Figs.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  page  259. 
Mr.  Wharton  deserves  a  medal. 


Prices  of  Poultry  in  Boston. 

Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Co.,  48  and  49  Chatham 
street,  Boston,  write  us  that  poultry  has  been 
unusually  high  in  that  city  this  spring  and  sum- 
mer. They  think  that  the  more  chicks  raised 
the  greater  the  demand.  All  first-class  hotels 
now  have  broiled  chickens  for  breakfast,  one 
hotel  in  Boston  using  150  broilers  every  clay.  As 
late  as  the  latter  part  of  July  dressed  broilers 
sold  at  from  20  to  25  cents  per  pound ;  roasting 
chicks,  25  to  35  cents  per  pound ;  green  ducks,  14 
to  15  cents ;  geese,  16  to  18  cents ;  hens,  15  to  17 
cents.  Live  broilers  were  16  to  18  cents  per 
pound;  roasting  chicks, 20  to 25  cents ;  live  green 
ducks  not  wanted  ;  live  geese  not  wanted :  hens, 
10  to  12  cents.  This  firm  has  orders  ahead  from 
liotels,  and  will  sell  all  you  can  send  them. 
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Sept. 


Shows  to  Occur. 


Quincv  Poultry  Association,  Quincy,  111.  Fred. 

B.  Nichols,  Sec.  Nov.  22-26,  1887. 
American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  F.  M.  Munger,  Sec,  De  Kalb,  111. 
Nov.,  1887. 

Southwestern  Poultry  Association,  Carthage, 
Mo.  C.  A.  Emry,  Sec.  Nov.  29-Dec.  3, 1887. 

Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Alton,  111.  J.  M. 
Gearing,  Sec.  Dec.  6-9. 1887. 

Northern  Illinois  Poultry  Association.  Rockford, 
111.  E  C.  Dunn,  Sec.  Dec.  6-10, 1887. 

Miami  Valley  Poultry  Association,  Dayton.  O. 

C.  H.  Solomon,  Sec.  Dec.  7-12, 1887. 

The  Central  Berkshire  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Association,  Lee,  Mass.  W.  T.  Web- 
ster, Sec.  Dec.  8-10, 1887. 

The  St.  Catherines  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, St.  Catherines,  Ont.,  Can.  R.  Hamill, 
Sec.  Dec.  12-15, 1887. 

Interstate  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  A.  A.  Cowdery,  Sec, Gadsden, 
Tenn.  Dec.  12-17.  1887. 

The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club,  Shelbvville, 
Ind.  Will  H.  Isley,  Sec.  Dec  12-17,  1887. 

Baltimore  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Club,  Baltimore, 
Md.  T.  W.  Hooper.  Sec.  Dec.  13-16. 1887. 

Western  Conn.  Poultry  Association.  H.  J. 
Pierre,  Sec,  Winsted,  Conn.    Dec  13-16, 1887. 

Eel  River  Foultry  Club,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
N.  E.  Lautzenhiser,  See.  Dec  13-17, 1887. 

New  York  Fancier's,  New  York  City,  H.  C. 
Frink.  Sec,  38  Dey  street.  Dec.  14-21, 1887. 

The  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club,  Lynn,  Mass.  S.  L. 
Holbrook,  Cor.  Sec.  Dec.  16-19, 1887. 

The  Owen  Sound  Poultry  Association,  Owen 
Sound,  Ont.,  Can.  G.  F.  Pain,  Sec  Dec. 
19-21, 1887. 

Macon  County  Poultry  Club,  Decatur,  111.  R.  J. 
Simpson,  Sec.  Dec.  19-24, 1887. 

Old  Colony  Poultry  Association.  J.  E.  Gardner. 
Sec,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  Dec.  20-22, 1887. 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Venango,  Penn.  Horace  Kern, 
Cor.  Sec  Dec.  20-23, 1887. 

The  State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado,  Den- 
ver, Col.  J.  A.  Bailey,  Cor.  Sec  Dec. 22-29, 1887. 

New  Bethlehem  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  W.  M.  Andrews, 
Sec.  Dec.  27-30, 1887. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass.  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  Sec. 
Plainville,  Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field, Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Favette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  R.  Dalbey, 
Sec.  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  W.  Schermenhorn,  Sec.  Jan.  3-6, 
1888. 

Central  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.  Robert  B.  Hale,  Sec.  Shelbyville,  Ind. 
Jan.  4-11, 1888. 

New  Haven  Poultry  Association,  New  Haven, 
Ct.  Geo.  F.  Howard,  Sec.  Jan.  5-9. 1888. 

National  Poultry  and  Bench  Association,  Atlanta 
Ga.  W.  B.  Henderson,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  Lincoln, 
Neb.  Gorham  F.  Betts,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day,  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 
1888 

Palmyra  Poultry  Club,  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 

Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 1888. 
Wheeling  Poultry  Association,Wheeling,W.Va., 

J.  M.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  O.  Jan.  10-13. 

1888. 

The  Ontario  Poultry  Association,  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  R.  Garner,  Sec.  Jan.  10-13, 1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec.  Jan.  10-14, 1888. 
Massachusetts    Poultry    Association,  Boston, 

Mass.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  12-18, 1888. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

Macon,  Ga.  Clark  Grier,  Sec.  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec.  Jan.  16- 

23,  1888. 

The  Conn.  River  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Bellows'  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Rockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  17-19, 1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio.  Roy  C.  Russell, 
Sec.   Jan.  17  20,  1888. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford,  Ont.,  Can.  W.  Davis,  Sec.  Jan.  17- 
20.  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultry  Association,  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.  Jan.  18-20, 1888. 

Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association,  Providence, 
R.I.  C.  G.  Sanford,  Cor.  Sec.    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  R.  Twells.  Cor.  Sec,  Montmor- 
enci,  Ind.  Jan.  18-25. 1888. 

Coxsackie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  W.  P.  Freligh,  Sec.  Jan. 
24-26, 1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury,  Sec. 

Jan.  24-26, 1888. 
Granite  State  Poultry  Association,  Concord,  N. 

H.  C.  M.  Boynton,  Sec  Jan.,  1888. 
Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati, Ohio, 

W.  J.  Reidinger,  Sec.  Jan.  25-Feb.  1,  1888. 
The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 


tion, Nashville,  Teun.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec.  Feb. 
1-5,  1888. 

Western 'New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer,  Sec,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9, 1888. 

Blue  River  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New 
Castle,  Ind.  W.'V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec.  Feb., 
1888 

Stafford  Springs  Poultry  Club,  Stafford  Springs, 
Ct.  R.  S.  Hicks.  Sec.   Oct.  12-1:',.  1887. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Associp.tion.  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.   W.  B.  Paee,  Sec  Feb.  7-11, 1888. 

Quinebaug  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  As- 
sociation, Music  Hall,  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
W.  H.  Hamilton.  Cor.  Sec.  ;  I.  K.  Felch,  Judge. 
Dec.  13-15, 18S7.  ' 


Another  Fist  Full  of  Questions. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Boorman,  Castile,  N.  Y.,  supposing  { 
we  wished  to  have  something  to  do  in  occupying 
our  mind,  hurls  a  whole  fist  full  of  questions  at 
us,  but  as  other  readers  are  interested,  we  num- 
ber them  and  reply  below.  He  says: 

1  have  a  fist  full  of  questions.  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  would  answer  through  the 
P.  K.  some  of  which  may  be  a  benefit  to  others 
as  well  as  myself. 

1.  What  is  the  matter  with  my  Langshan  cock? 
He  had  a  swelling  on  the  breast  the  size  of  an 
orange,  hard,  very  red,  a  little  whitish  in  cen- 
ter, and  considerably  feverish.  As  it  was  near 
the  crop,  I  supposed  it  was  crop  bound.  I  con- 
sulted my  books  and  found  that  I  must  open  the 
crop,  empty  it,  sew  up  the  crop  first,  then  the 
outside  skin,  which  I  proceeded  to  do.  I  cut 
through  the  skin,  and  found  a  substance  the 
size  and  shape  of  a  large  egg,  a  little  more 
pointed  at  one  end,  smooth  on  the  outside,  the 
color  of  liver  or  clotted  blood.  Did  not  appear 
to  be  joined  to  the  fowl  anywhere.  On  cutting  it 
open.  I  found  it  hollow,  containing  considerable 
blood,  or  bloody  water.  The  sides  were  nearly 
%  of  an  inch  thick,  and  composed  of  layers. 
It  was  not  tough,  could  be  picked  to  pieces,  like 
jelly,  or  clotted  blood.  When  I  went  to  sew  up 
the  crop  I  could  not  find  it.  I  probed  the  open- 
ing, and  could  not  find  any  passage  to  the  intes- 
tines or  to  the  throat,  so  I  sewed  up  the  outside 
skin,  and  put  him  in  the  coop.  I  did  not  feel 
satisfied,  as  it  seemed  to  be  a  little  too  low  for 
the  crop,  so  I  fed  him  some  wheat,  and  found 
that  the  crop  was  above  it.  The  bunch  is  filled 
up  again  to  the  size  of  a  small  egg.  I  do  not  see 
as  it  affects  his  health  in  any  way,. 

2  What  is  calcined  bone?  Is  it  burned  in  a  re- 
tort, and  is  there  anything  put  with  it  in  its 
manufacture,  and  why  does  it  contain  more  bone 
phosphate  than  raw  bone? 

3.  How  much  does  a  fowl  require  in  24  hours  to 
keep  them  In  the  right  condition,  confined  in  a 
small  yard?  Some  say  that  one  bushel  of  corn, 
or  its  equivalent,  will  keep  a  hen  one  year.  How 
is  a  person  to  know  what  amount  of  other  mater- 
ials is  equivalent  to  a  bushel  of  corn?  Some  say 
feed  all  a  fowl  will  eat.  I  believe  if  I  fed  mine 
all  they  would  eat  it  would  take  three  or  four 
bushels  apiece.  They  are  too  fat  now.  The 
trouble  with  me  is  to  feed  enough,  and  yet  not 
get  them  fat.  One  would  think  to  see  tfiem  fly 
into  the  feed  dish,  and  all  over  me  when  I  go  to 
feed  them  that  they  were  most  starved,  and  yet 
they  are  too  fat  to  lay  good. 

4.  How  to  make  fowls  exercise  enough  that  are 
confined  in  a  small  yard  ? 

5.  Why  are  Incubator  chicks  more  liable  to  be 
crippled'  than  those  hatched  by  hens?  I  have  had 
a  good  many  cripple  Incubator  chicks,  and  do 
not  remember  of  having  one  that  was  hatched  by 
alien. 

C.  F.  Johnson,  Dexter,  Maine,  says,  in  the 
June  number  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  that  he 
sold  two  barrels  of  hen  manure  for  $20.00.  I 
would  be  pleased  to  have  him  inform  me  where  I 
can  find  amarket  for  the  article  at  half  that  price. 
1  have  more  questions  I  would  like  answered  but 
will  not  trouble  you  with  them  this  time. 

1.  It  is  not  easily  explained.  It  may  be  due  to 
an  injury,  or  it  may  be  an  internal  hemorrhage, 
the  blood  congesting.  If  you  got  at  it  without 
cutting  into  the  crop  it  must  be  very  low  down. 
We  are  unable  to  suggest  a  remedy,  as  such  a 
case  has  never  come  under  our  observation. 

2.  Calcined  bone  is  simply  charred  bone,  or 
bone  charcoal.  It  may  be  burnt  in  a  stove,  or 
in  any  other  manner.  It  does  not  contain  more 
phosphoric  acid  than  raw  bone.  The  difference 
is  that  in  burning  the  bones  the  nitrogen  es- 
capes, leaving  the  lime  and  phosphoric  acid, 
which,  united,  form  phosphate  of  lime.  In  the 
raw  bone  is  the  gelatine,  oil,  refuse  of  flesh,  etc. 

3.  That  is  another  hard  question  to  answer. 
Youcannomore  make  up  an  allowance  for  a 
hen  than  for  a  person.  As  no  two  persons  are 
alike,  of  the  same  size,  have  the  same  appetites, 
or  assimilate  food  alike,  neither  can  the  same 
be  said  of  hens.  If  a  hen  is  laying  she  requires 
food  for  the  eggs  as  well  as  for  her  body.  If  she 
is  not  laying  she  wants  less.  The  only  guide  is 
observation.  If  they  are  fat,  and  not  laying, 


put  them  on  a  diet.  Give  them  chopped  grass 
in  the  morning,  or  something  bulky,  so  as  to 
avoid  concentrated  (grain)  food.  Give  nothing 
during  the  day.  At  night  give  each  hen  about 
an  ounce  of  raw,  lean  meat.  Avoid" all  fat-pro- 
ducing food.  Starve  them  down  if  necessary. 
There  is  no  real  equivalent,  or  allowance  for  a 
hen.  The  poultryman  must  use  his  judgment. 

4.  Give  them  leaves,  chopped  straw,  or  even 
dirt.  Give  them  nothing  to  eat,  but  throw  a 
tablespoonful  of  wheat  and  a  teaspoonful  of  corn, 
in  the  litter,  so  they  can  see  it.  They  will  soon 
learn  to  scratch,  as  hunger  will  induce  them. 

5.  Due  to  high  heat,  and  sometimes  to  bottom 
|  heat  in  brooder.  Incubator  chicks  are  usually 

highly  fed,  and  forced  in  growth,  which  causes 
weak  legs. 

6.  The  price  depends  on  the  location,  but  we 
trust  Mr.  Johnson  will  reply.  You  do  not  trouble 
us  at  all  to  ask  questions.  The  more  the  better 
for  all.  Send  them  in,  as  we  will  answer  them 
if  we  can.  That  is  what  you  pay  your  50  cents  a 
year  for. 

The  Grandest  Poultry  Show  on  Earth. 


The  whole  poultry  fraternity  throughout  the 
United  States  will, without  doubt,  be  gratified  to 
learn  that  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  through  its 
Board  of  Agriculture,  has  become  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  great  industry  of  poultry  culture 
and  will,  next  November,  assist  in  holding  what 
now  promises  to  be  the  grandest  display  of  pure- 
bred poultry  ever  seen  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  This  exhibition  is  to  be  held  by  the 
American  Poultry  Breeder's  Association,  form- 
erly known  as  the  "Western  National"  and 
"Chicago"  Association,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Dlinois  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  great  American  Fat  Stock  Show, 
the  American  Horse  Show,  and  the  American 
Dairy  Show.  The  Fat  Stock  Show  that  has  been 
held  annually  in  Chicago  for  several  years  is 
known  all  over  the  world  from  the  magnificence 
of  its  diplay  and  the  countless  thousands  of  visi- 
tors that  flock  from  every  section  of  our  country 
to  witness  it,  and  there  is  no  place  nor  opportun- 
ity offered  to  poultry  breeders  to  display  their 
stock  to  such  advantage  to  the  public  and  them- 
selves, as  is  offered  in  connection  with  this  great 
show  which  is  annually  held  in  the  immense  Ex- 
position Building  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan  in  the  great  and  beautiful  city  of  Chi- 
cago. The  entire  gallery  of  this  great  building 
has  been  set  aside  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
poultry  display.  This  gallery  is  nearly  two  thou- 
sand feet  in  circumference  and  about  thirty  feet 
wide,  overlooking  the  main  floor  beneath,  where 
the  display  of  Fat  Stock,  Horses,  etc.,  is  held, 
and  forms  the  best  place  imaginable  in  which  to 
display  poultry  to  advantage.  Some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  great  popularity  of  the  Fat 
Stock  Show  from  the  average  daily  attendance 
last  year,  which  numbered  between  25,000  and 
30;00i).  The  exhibition  held  by  the  Western 
National  Poultry  Association  last  November  in 
connection  with  the  Fat  Stock  Show  was  a  grand 
success  in  every  respect.  The  displav  was  so 
gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  that  they  voluntarily  offered  to  give 
a  large  amount  of  money  in  premiums  this  year, 
and  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  the  poultry 
association  and  to  advance  the  poultry  interests 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  elsewhere.  The 
prizes  to  be  offered  by  the  State  will  be  one  as 
follows: 


For  best  Incubator  $100 

For  2d  best  incubator   50 

The  largest  number  of  birds  shown  by  one  ex- 
hibitor, scori  ng  85  points  or  over   50 

For  2d  largest  number   25 

For  largest  number  of  Lt.  Bralimas  scoring  90 

points  or  over   10 

Same  on  other  varieties. 

For  best  breeding  pen  Lt.  Brahmas   10 

For  2d  best  pen   5 

Same  on  other  varieties. 

For  best  brooder   10 

For  best  display  of  poultry  supplies   10 


There  will  also  be  liberal  cash  prizes  offered  on 
eeg  packages,  brood  coops,  shipping  coops,  etc 
There  will  be  a  large  display  of  eggs  for  which 
liberal  cash  premiums  will  be  paid.  In  addition 
to  the  above  the  association  expect  to  offer  about 
$1,000  in  cash  specials.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
whole  poultry  fraternity  throughout  the  United 
States  will  take  hold  with  a  will  and  aid  in 
making  the  forthcoming  show  the  grandest  ever 
witnessed,  and  through  its  success  induce  other 
States  to  to  take  hold  and  assist  their  various 
poultry  organizations  in  expanding  the  great  in- 
dustry of  pure-bred  poultry  culture  which  is  now 
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in  its  infancy.  Mr.  Geo.  Reed  of  Belvidere,  111., 
.a  most  excellent  and  reliable  gentleman,  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, is  Superintendent  of  the  poultry  interests 
for  the  State,  and  it  is  to  him  that  the  American 
Poultry  Breeder's  Association  are  largely  in- 
debted for  the  many  favors  shown  by  the  State 
Board.  His  well  known  integrity  is  a  sufficient 
guaranty  that  all  promises  will  be  faithfully 
kept.  Already  enough  birds  have  been  promis- 
ed to  warrant  the  belief  that  more  than  4,000 
birds  will  be  exhibited  at  this  great  show.  It  is 
expected  that  every  poultry  journal  will  be  rep- 
resented at  Chicago  in  November,  as  the  multi- 
tude of  visitors  and  breeders  tha  t  will  be  present 
jvill  furnish  a  rich  harvest  in  the  way  of  sub- 
scribers and  advertisements.  The  Incubator 
contest  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tive features  of  the  show-,  and  as  all  the  leading 
machines  are  expected  to  compete  the  trial  win 
be  decidedly  interesting,  and  the  winning  ma- 
chines will  reap  a  •■bonanza."  The  very  best 
judges  in  America  will  be  employed  to  place  the 
awards.  Mr.  B.  NT.  Pierce,  Mr.  J.  Y.  Bicknell 
and  Mr.  I.N.  Barker  have  already  been  engaged 
and  as  many  others  will  be  employed  as  is  ne- 
cessary to  insure  the  prompt  scoring  of  all  the 
classes.  As  this  show  is  to  be  held  so  early  in 
the  season,  the  Association  has  decided  not  to 
disqualify  old  birds  on  account  of  weight,  and 
to  not  apply  weight  to  chicks.  So  no  breeder 
need  stay  away  on  account  of  chicks  not  being 
fully  developed.  For  further  information  ad- 
dress George  T.  Pitkin,  CI  Washington  street, 
Chicago.  111.,  President  of  the  American  Poultry 
Breeder's  Association,  or  F.  M.  Munger,  Secre- 
tary, De  Kalb,  111.,  to  whom  all  should  apply  for 
premium  lists.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that  the 
prizes  will  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  as  soon  as  awarded. 


Do  Thunder  Storms  Affect  Eggs. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Morse,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  sends  us  a 
letter  on  this  subject,  which  we  present  below, 
:  as  it  may  throw  some  light  on  it.  He  writes 
from  experience,  and  says: 

I  have  just  noticed  your  answer  in  the  July 
number  to  V.  E.  W.,  of  North  Attleboro,  Mass.  I 
have  watched  the  subject  for  years,  and  my  ex- 
perience is,  that  if  the  nest  is  on  the  ground,  or 
in  contact  with  it.  and  a  heavy  thunder  storm 
•occurs  from  the  7th  to  the  10th  day  of  incubation 
that  nearly  every  egg  will  be  destroyed.  If  it 

•  occurs  later,  viz.,  from  the  15th  to  17th  days,  no 

•  harm  has  been  done.  Nests  high  up  from  the 
ground  were  much  less  affected.  This  season  I 
had  one  hen  sitting  in  a  box  resting  on  a  board 

•  on  the  ground  and  not  one  hatched,  though  all 
but  one  were  fertile.  A  verv  heavy  thunder 
storm  came  on  the  8th  or  9th  day,  making  the 
house  and  ground  tremble,  and  on  breaking  the 

•  eggs  and  examining  them  carefully,  I  found 
thev  had  all  started  but  the  germs  had  all  been 
killed  about  that  time.  I  think  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rhodes'  method  of  judging  the  fairest  and  best 

.  of  any  I  have  ever  seen.  If  his  method  was 
adopted  a  good  many  more  would  be  encouraged 
to  exhibit.  Wish  you  success  with  your  excel- 
lent paper. 

The  location  of  the  nest,  the  violence  and  dur- 
.  ation  of  time  of  the  storm,  and  other  conditions 
therefore  affect  the  result.  We  trust  others  will 
join  Mr.  Morse  in  giving  their  experience.  What 
we  wish  to  get  at  is  the  effects  of  thunder  on  eggs 
during  incubation. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


How  They  Do  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

MRS.  FRANK  C.  GREEN,  MAKAWAO,  HAWAII. 

Thinking  it  might  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  know  how  poultry  is  managed 
here  I  send  the  following  description.  In  the 
first  place  there  is  seldom  any  hen-house  built; 
the  fowls  roost  in  the  trees,  even  during  the 
severe  rains  in  November  and  December.  Hens 
find  what  shelter  thev  can  for  their  broods  but 

■  often  fly  into  the  trees,  leaving  the  chickens  to 
die  from  exposure.  No  nests  are  provided  ; 
when  a  hen  wants  to  lay  she  makes  a  nest  in  a 

•  clump  of  weeds  or  other  place  secure  from  cat- 
tle ;  here  she  remains,  oftentimes  wet  to  the  skin 
till  the  eggs  hatch,  and  usually  every  egg  hatches. 
Her  appearance  with  her  brood  is  often  the 
first  intimation  that  her  owner  has  of  what  she 
has  been  doing.  Oftentimes,  if  a  pullet  or  a  shy 
hen  she  will  not  bring  her  brood  home  but  rear 
them  in  the  fields  where  they  join  other  wild 
fowls.  I  will  say  just  here  that  wild  hens  during 
the  laying  period  become  plump,  and  in  this  way 
are  enabled  to  cover  their  eggs,  eating  but  little 

•during  the  three  weeks  of  incubation.  The 
chickens  are  not  cooped,  and  so  run  in  the  grass 
before  the  dews  or  rains  of  the  previous  night 

|  are  dry,  and  often  they  are  out  in  a  heavy  rain. 
The  wet,  hungry,  shivering  little  creatures  are 
not  able  to  follow  their  mothers  through  the  long 
grass,  and  the  hen  that  had  a  dozen  chicks  in  the 
morning  will  return  with  three  or  four  forlorn 
Uittle  creatures  at  night. 
Corn  and  potatoes  are  chiefly  fed  as  being  the 


cheapest  articles,being$1.50  per  hundred  weight. 
Oats  and  wheat  are  $3.00  per  hundred  weight, 
barley  $2.75.  The  chickens  themselves  find  seeds 
of  the  Lantana,  grass  and  weeds.  Insects  are 
not  plentiful.  The  principal  diseases  are  cholera 
and  roup,  and  hundreds  die  annually.  Left  to 
her  own  devices  a  hen  will  lay,  hatch,  raise  her 
brood,  and  lay  again,  keeping  this  up  the  year 
round,  except  when  moulting.  I  have  a  hen 
rearing  her  third  brood,  the  first  hatched  March 
19th.  Roosters  from  4 to  6  mouths  are  worth' 50 
cents ;  fowls,  $9.00  per  dozen.  What  breed  of 
fowls  would  be  best  adapted  to  this  kind  of  life? 
I  want  a  large  ha.rdv  I  ml,  fairly  good  layers, 
but  size  is  the  imporr.mi'  point.  1  provide  a  hen 
house  and  coops  for  my  chickens  and  feed  them 
well  at  present.  I  have  only  common  fowls,  but 
would  like  to  g«l;  some  good  kind  tbat'could  en- 
dure wet  weather.  1  jr.. |  a  pair  of  young  ducks 
disappear,  oh  theeiglnh  day  after,  they  were 
found  in  a  hole  about  four  fct  "re:  llry 
were  fat  and  had  actually  grow  n.  1  cy  had  no 
water  and  what  they  lived  on  is  a  my.s.ery. 

[We  would  not  like  to  recommend  any  breed 
for  such  conditions,  but  presume  the  Plymouth 
Rock  would  come  nearer  to  your  wishes. — Ed.] 


I  lish  fanciers  have  taken  a  great  liking  to  Wyan- 

I  dottes,  and  as  torAiidalusiansand  Minoreasthey 
are  just  crazed  over  them.   They  are  all  three 

1  being  boomed.  It  is  a.  great  pity  that  our  exhibi- 
tions have  not  a  greater  inducement  to  hold  out 
to  fanciers  than  the  paltry  $1  or  $2  money  prize. 
If  they  would  buy  a  cup  or  some  really  valuable 
prize,  to  offer  as  a  tempting  bait,  (here  w  ould  be 
more  competition  and  for  the  lucky  winnerof 
the  cup,  something  substantia'  to  show  to  his 
friends  and  feel  proud  of.  At  a  recent  show  in 
one  of  the.  middle  counties  in  England  they  had 

I  before  the  day  of  opening  a.ll  things  in  readiness 
and  had  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  association 
decided  on  first  prizes.  The  first  was  to  be  a  cup 
valued  at  £20,  or  $100.00.  Now  that  was  some- 
thing to  strive  for  instead  of  a  miserable  medal 
or  a  +5  gold  pi  >ce.  But  as  my  letter  is  already 
too  long  l  will  conclude. 

[Your  fanciers  are  very  enterprising  consider- 
ing the  cold  climate  you  have  to  contend  with. — 
Ed.] 


Poultry  Will  Pay. 
GEO.  A.  GESSMAN,  FELLA,  IOWA. 

I  thought  I  would  write  you  a  few  lines  which 
might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  many 
P.  K.  readers.  I  am  surprised  that  I  have  never 
seen  anything  from  this  part  of  the  country  be- 
fore in  your  valuable  paper,  as  there  are  a  good 
many  lovers  of  poultry  in  this  place.  I  have  of- 
ten heard  people  say,  and  farmers  especially, 
that  poultry  don't  pay.  Now  that  is  a  mistake. 
I  have  been  interested  in  poultry  for  some  years, 
and  know  that,  with  a  little  experience  and  good 
management,  poultry  will  pay.  The  trouble 
generally  lays  with  the  manager,  and  not  with 
the  poultry.  A  good  many  people  will  pay  a 
good  price  for  full-blooded  stock  and  throw 
them  in  a  shed  or  pig  pen  (which  by  the  way 
was  not  good  enough  for  hogs  even)  and  let 
them  scratch  for  their  food,  and  then,  because 
they  do  not  pay,  they  will  grumble  and  kick, and 
then  they  will  compare  them  with  hogs  or  cows 
which  have  had  the  best  of  care  and  good  warm 
quarters.  No  wonder  they  say  poultry  don't 
pay.  If  you  want  poultry  to  pay  you,  you  should 
give  them  as  much  care  as  you  would  horses  or 
cows,  and  give  them  just  as  clean  quarters  and 
keep  them  clean  and  give  them  pure  wafer  once 
or  twice  a  day,  and  feed  regular,  M.udy  the 
wants  of  your  chickens,  and  learn  to  umh 
stand  them  as  you  do  your  other  stoe'-,  and  t 
will  guarantee  you  that  poultry  will  pay  as  \,  11, 
or  better,  to  the  amount  invested,  than  any 
other  live  stock.  Nothing  will  pay  unless  a 
proper  amount  of  care  and  trouble  is  taken  w  ith 
it.  Then  there  is  another  great  trouble  which 
some  people  have,  especially  new  beginners, and 
that  is  over-crowding.  Now,  right  here  let  me 
say,  don't  crowd  your  chickens.  I  have  been 
there,  and  know  of  what  I  write.  The  first  year 
that  I  commenced  I  raised  about  150  chickens 
in  a  coop  that  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  more 
than  60,  and  what  was  the  result?  Over  one 
hundred  of  them  died  after  they  were  half 
grown,  and  in  closing  (as  the  minister  says,  I 
would  advise  you,  if  you  want  to  make  poultry 
pay,  to  study  it  up  and  subscribe  for  one  or  two 
good  poultry  papers  (the  P.  K.  to  be  oneof  them) 
and  you  will  find  it  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
business. 

[Just  right,  you  are,  and  your  comparison  is  a 
truthful  one.  Poultry  will  pay  if  rightly  man- 
aged—Ed.] 

From  Manitoha. 

LOUIS  J.  COX,  WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA. 

I  am  not  much  of  a  hand  at  criticism,  but  I  am 
now  going  to  tell  you  a  few  plain  truths  in  regard 
to  your  little  giant,  the  Poultry  Keeper.  It  is 
the  best  book  for  instruction  I  have  seen,  and  I 
like  it  above  all  others.  We  have  some  very  nice 
high  grade  birds  in  this  country,  and  I  find  that 
all  poult  ry  in  this  country  is  very  prolific.  Do 
you  think  that  the  cold  has  anything  to  do  with 
it?  There  is  one  class  of  poultry  we  are  greatly 
in  need  of  here,  that  is  somepure  Langshans. 
All  or  nearly  all  ours  are  a  cross  with  the 
Cochins.  I  notice  from  illustrations  in  English 
poultry  papers  that  the  Brahma  class  have  very 
heavily  feathered  shanks,  in  fact  you  might  call 
them  vulture  hocked.  There  is  a  peculiar  thing 
came  under  my  notice  lately.the  way  the  English 
spell  Hamtorir/,  they  spell  it  "Hamburgh"— 
w  hich  is  the  correct  way?  I  presume  the  English. 
Mv  brother,  who  has  resided  in  Germany  for 
many  years,  tells  me  that,  in  "Hamburg"  they 
spell'  it  "Hamburgh."  If  1  had  sent  you  a 
report  of  our  show  here  would  you  have  printed, 
or  rather  published  it?  I  thought  of  it  at  the  time 
but  for  some  reason  neglected  to  send  it,  now  it 
of  course,  is  too  late,  so  we  will  have  to  wait 
until  next  year.  Poultry.  —  Market  Poultry 
is  down  very  low  here,  \ve  import  so  much 
from  Ontario  and  the  Western  States. 
The  prices  were  at  Christmas  as  follows  : 
Chickens  7  cents,  Turkeys  14%,  Geese  10, 
Ducks  11.  So  you  see  that  Duck  culture  or  rais- 
ing would  pay 'here  better  than  chickens.  Eng- 


Strnjgling  Under  Difficulties. 

J.  P.  STOVER,  CALLENSBURG,  PA. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  thirty-seven 
peepers  that  came  to  life  January  8th ,  and 
thrived  so  well  for  the  first  two  weeks,  have  all 
succumbed  to  the  resistless  hand  of  death,  care- 
less and  indifferent  to  my  best  care  and  sanitary 
influence.  What  the  cause  was  is  beyond  my 
power  of  discrimination.  I  administered  cura- 
tives and  preventives  for  cholera  and  gapes 
and  looseness  of  the  bowels  without  any  flattering 
results.  The  more  I  doctored  the  faster  they 
died.  They  were  debilitated,  looked  sad  and  de- 
jected Willi  wings  lopped,  weak  legs,  toes  turned 
in,  and  plumage  rough  in  general.  I  fed  alum, 
whiteoak  bark,  sulphur  and  resin,  pepper  and  a 
little  salt,  cleaned  their  quarters  once  a  day,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  night,  that  the  heat 
run  up  on  me,  I  kept  a  pretty  regular  tempera- 
ture, ranging  from  80°  to  95°.  I  pampered  some 
with  turpentine,  lamp  oil.  and  performed  the 
surgical  operation  with  feather  and  horse  hair, 
but  death  preponderated  and  every  effort  failed. 
And  now  that  a  mother  nest  of  110  eggs  is 
about  to  burst  the  shell  and  tlirustanother brood 
of  peepers  on  to  my  care  and  keeping,  what  is  to 
be  done  to  insure  better  success.  My  own  opin- 
ion is  that  my  run  in  the  brooder  was  too  small, 
it  being  only  14x24  inches  without  the  cintilation 
effect  of  the  suns  rays.  The  first  two  weeks  I 
kept  the  room  warm  and  I  noticed  that  they  fre- 
quented the  run  more  regular  than  they  did  after 
1  omitted  the  fire,  and  perhaps  the  confinement, 
created  the  disease  whatever  it  might  have  been. 
I  have  completed  a  poultry  house  that  I  can  let 
them  go  from  the  brooder  into  an  outside  run 
w  hen  the  sun  shines,  and  into  an  inside  run  on 
dark  days.  Your  opinion  is  earnestly  solicited. 

I  am  a  subscriber  to  the]'.  K..  but  hesitate  to 
give  full  vent  to  my  feelings  in  eulogy  for  its  con- 
tents for  fear  that  its  many  patrons  may  think 
me  a  little  of  a  belt.  But  suffice  it  to  say  that  its 
information  to  a  greenhorn  is  as  a  compass  to  the 
mariner,  for  its  all  chance  without  it,  and  it 
proves  the  old  adage  to  be  true  that  human  ex- 
perience, like  the  stern  light  of  a  ship  at  sea,  it 
illumes  the  path  only  which  it  has  passed  over, 
and  yet  it  seems  as  though  I  have  stumbled  over 
some  of  the  mile  stones  or  been  off  in  the  ditch. 
In  conclusion  let  ine  inform  you  that  I  am  not 
the  least  bit  discouraged,  as  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  fault  is  within  my  own  ignorance  and  not  in 
the  theory. 

If  at  first  von  don't  succeed,  try,  try,  again. 
Perhaps  the  second  time  you  may  w  in. 
The  third  you  know  is  most  always  sure, 
To  make  your  earnest  hopes  mature. 
Two  more  lines  will  till  the  page 
As  years  roll  around  we  grow  in  age. 

[Our  friend  is  progressing.  His  letter  is  late 
getting  in,  and  numbers  since  issued  have  no 
doubt  enlightened  him.— Ed  ] 


High  and  Low-Priced  Eggs, 

W.  A.  TRUSSELL,  BIG  RAPIDS.  MICH. 

On  reading  the  article  in  the  February  num- 
ber headed  "Another  Parasol  Fight,"  my  first 
impulse  was  to  retreat,  but  on  second  thought.  I 
remembered  that  Missouri  was  a  good  way  off, 
and  concluded  to  wait  a  while,  and  later  thought 
I  would  write  some  on  the  subject.  I  am  glad  if 
Mrs.  Bowman's  experience  with  "  one  dollar 
eggs,"  and  "one  dollar  birds"  lias  been  so  favor- 
able. But  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  if  she  has  hod 
that  experience,  for  it.  is  very  evident  that  she 
does  not  practice  what  she  preaches.  I  venture 
to  say  that  Mrs.  B.  does  her  own  buying  of 
"principal  breeders,"  and  pays  a  good  price  for 
stock  too,  because,  don't  you  see.  those  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  that  are  spoken  Of,  the  er  gs  were 
bought,  of  a  "principal  breeder."  and  the  Eight 
Branmas  from  another  "principal  breeder."  1 

don't  know,  of  course,  but  suppose  she  i  tl 

the  eggs,  and  paid  from  "$3  to  $5"  per  sitting. 
Our  (when  I  say  our  I  mean  myself  and  partnei  , 
experience  with  "obscure"  breeders  amounts  >o 
about  $15,  or  $20  in  eggs  alone.  And  w  hat  have 
we  to  show  for  it.  One  dollar  birds?  N— yes. 
lots  of  them,  and  they  lay  lots  of  "one  dollar 
eggs.".  We  are  still  keeping  some  of  them  to 
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lay  eggs,  and  help  hatch  out  broilers  and  spring 
chickens.  But  they  are  going  to  market  as  fast 
as  we  can  get  better  stock  to  take  their  places. 
As  to  three-line  advertisements,  they  are  well 
enough,  and  many  of  the  "principal  breeders" 
use  only  two  or  three  lines.  In  buying  every 
one  should  use  judgment.  Those  who  want  $5 
eggs  should  get  them,  and  those  that  want  $1.00 
eggs  should  get  such,  also.  But  they  must  not 
think  that  the  difference  is  all  in  the  price,  but 
vice  versa. 

[Under  the  present  standard,  which  is  for  the 
show-room,  and  not  for  mating,  complaints  will 
be  the  result  at  all  prices. — Ed.] 


Turkeys  are  great  foragers,  and  will  gather 
ttieir  entire  food  from  the  fields  during  the  sum- 
mer, at  the  same  time  destroying  myriads  of 
bugs,  grasshoppers,  worms,  etc.,  that  prey  upon 
the  crops. 


CHOICE  WYANDOTTE  COCKERELS  SI  apiece. 
CHAS.  P.  LOBENSTE1N,  Edwardsville,  Kail. 

FINE  "Wyandotte  and  Black  Spanish  Cockerels  for 
sale  cheap.      E.  C.  LINN,  Monmouth,  Illinois. 


10 


Wyandotte  Cockerels  for  sale  at  50e  ,  75c.  and 
?1. 00  each.   L.  F.  Brensiuger,  Slatington,  Pa. 


TO  EVERY  READER 

 of  

This  Advertisement. 

1.000  of  these  watches  given  absolutely  free  to  in- 
troduce THE  HOUSEHOLD  COMPANION.  We  will 
also  send  The    Household    Companion  six 
months  free  to  1,000  persons  who  will  answer  this 
advertisement,   and  send  us 
the  address  of  20  newspaper 
readers,  representing  20  dif- 
ferent families,  within  60  days. 
The  old  reliable  and  popular 
illustrated  Household 
Companion,  of  New  York,  is 
a  complete  family  paper 
In  its  fullest  sense:  each  issue 
profusely  and  beautifully  il- 
lustrated, containing  several 
complete  and  serial  stories  of 
fascinattag interest.and  arich 
variety  of  funny  sketches,  anecdotes,  news,  condensed 
notes  on  fashion,  art,  industries,  literature.  &c,  and 
stands  conspicuous  among  the  ill  nitrated  Metropolitan 
journals  of  the  country.     Send  15  cts.  in  silver  or 
stamps  to  help  pay  postaee.  racking,  &c.    Address  House* 
hold  Companion)  257  Broadway,  New  York. 


F 


>erfect  Hatcher  Incubator  for  sale,  320  egg  capacity, 
price  $45.   Ad'r,  Edmund  Dickey,  Not  walk,  o. 

LM.  MOORE.  Vermont,  111. 
•    Highbred  A\  yandottes,  cockerels  and  pullets. 

IOK  SALE— Poultry  Farm,  near  3  good  markets. 
S.  A.  WOLCOTT,  Southampton,  Mass. 


T)LUE  ANDALUSIANS,  Chest  L;-g"iorns and  Mi- 
J>  norcas),  L.Brahnias,  (g' Id  meual  at  Atlanta), 
van's.,  Bantams,  awarded  200  prem's.  Eggs f3 per 
r  1  '"sr.  2  for  ia:  stock  cheap.  111. circu.  for  stamp.  Ouk- 
woJd Farm,  Md.  Office,  1920 G.  St.,  Washington, D. C. 

"  -3rT~±D.   XiTli^^X  ITS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  S,t.  Brnhr-ps,  JSi'fT  Coch- 
ins. PeUin  Bantnii:s  aud  lwuiize  Turkeys. 

.uy  breeding  birds  ti.is  season  are  u,e  best  lever  own- 
ed. Eggs  trom  Light  Brabmas  and  Butt*  Cochin-. 
$3.00  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkey  , 
i  si  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minorca*,     per  13.   "Write  for  wants. 


PEKIN  DUCKS,  (Rankin's  stock),  tenfor$>.C0: 
Lang's  $3  per  trio.      H.  C.  Cumby,  Glasgow,  111. 

AGENTS  wanted.  $1  an  hour,  50  new  articles.  Catl. 
and  sample  free.  C.  E.  Marshall,  Lockport,  N.Y. 

WANTED.— A  second-hand  Incubator  of  some 
standard  make.    With  price  and  particulars 
address,       S.  D.  BRADFORD,  Perrymans,  Aid. 


HATC 


HER  (The  Perfect)  in  running  order,  320 
eggs,  for  half  price— $50.  Electric  alarm  $10 
extra.  C.  A.  Abbatt,  Westchester,  N.Y. 
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PEKIN  DUCKS  FOR  SALE;  mustbesold. 
Guaranteed  good  stock.  Price  75  cents  each. 
SIMON  LAKSEN,  Eastman,  Wisconsin. 


PEKIN  DUCKS.— Fine  lot  of  birds  for  sale  this 
fall.    Price,  drake $1.25,  pair  $2.00,  trio  $2.50. 
J.  M.  BOWMAN,  Nokesville,  Pr.  Win.  Co.,  Va. 

CtAVE  money  by  writing  to  Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owa- 
O  tonna,  Minn.,  for  prices  of  premium  fowls.  Old 
birds:  the  very  best.  Write  now;  catalogue  free. 


A A.  BORLAJII),  Canonshnrg,  Ha. 
•   Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandotte  Chicks  after 
September  1st,  $3.00  to  $10.00  per  trio. 

OOOO  Beautiful  Laced  Wyandottes  for  Sale— Cocks, 
_  hens,  C'k'ls  and  pullets;  good  birds  $1  each;  line 
birds$1.50,  bestNo.l  $2  ea.  A.  J.  Fouch,  Warren, Pa. 

nrNWCD  rni  j.a.bauey  &  c©..vet- 

UtllVrn,  IrUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B .  Leghorns .  Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886.  Eggs#3^JJ;  $o%26. 

FOR  SALE.- 200  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  my  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  and  prices. 

II.  A.  BBADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 


WA3TTED!— Every  reader  of  the  Poultry  Keep- 
er to  send  postal  for  my  new  circular  of  Fancy 
Fowls.  JOE  UKAYZ:*. 

American  Express  Agent,  Black  River,  N.Y. 

WRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
price  listof  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 

MISS  ELLA  HUMES,  Avondale,  Pa.,  has  for  sale 
B.  Turkeys,  T.  Geese,  P.  Rocks,  W.  Leghorns, 
Wyand's,  P.  audR.Ducks.  "All  whom  I  have  recom- 
mended to  you  are  well  pleased.  "—P.  H.  Jacobs,  E^q. 


lars. 


E.  R.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2 1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
Noiiwalk,  Ohio. 


P(J  ©  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
|  Lb&^i  rctui  K\  ho  indelicacy.  Neither 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  allbowel  troubles — especially  constipation — cur- 
e<  1  like  magic.  Sufferers  wil  1  learn  of  a  simple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


Bone  Meal.  Oyster  Shell.  Wire  Netting,  Eg 
Monarch  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for 
logue.  P.  II.  SPRAGUE, 

178  S.  "Water  St.,  Chicago, 


•gine, 
cata- 


BL. 


SI .00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeker  l  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
IiOCX'ST  CiROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,  ....  Newark,  Ohio. 


PRESSEY'S  BROODER.  S?»SS2 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  $15.  Laug- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Circulars  free. 

G.  XV.  PRESSEY,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


T3SE  FAMOUS  WHFTEWASHER 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR. 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  It  is  sure  death  to  hen  lice  and  all 
insect  life.  Send  for  circular  which  is 
very  instructive.  Ad'r  F.  Scliwarz, 
M'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn.  Box  65. 


i"on  sale: 

500  Pin©  Ecvi-ly-  Cliiclts. 


Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Ply.  Rocks,  B.  .lavas  and 
Leghorns,  at  $1  to  $1.50  each,  all  raised  on  farms  with 
unlimited  run.  Healthy,  vigorous  stock.  Send 
stamp  for  circular  and  prices. 

.TOE  GRAVES, 

American  Express  Agt.,        Black  River,  Br.  "Y. 


Buy  Xnw  to  Win  at  the 
Pairs  and  Poultry  Shows 
Before  Prices  Advance. 
xtra  fine  P.  Cochins,  Wyandottes  and  Light 
Bra.. mas  very  cheap.  Having  this  vear  purchased 
the  entire  Breeding  StOG*  of  the  noted  P.  Cochin 
!  breeder,  Starr  L.  Be  t  ,  of  Bristol,  R.  [.,  we  can  of- 
|  fer  the  finest  stock,  ;.i  moderate  price-,  ever  offered  in 
the  West.  A  Few  Special  Bargains:  1  Br.  Pen  Lt. 
Brabmas  (1  cock  and  5  hens)  all  fine  birds,  well  mark- 
ed, $10;  we  refused  $20  for  this  pen  last  spring.  1  Pen 
Wyandottes  (1  cock  and  8  hens)  for$15;  the  cock  alone 
is  worth  that,  as  he  is  one  of  the  very  best  breeding 
birds  ever  in  the  West-  and  the  hens  are  good  ones 
and  well  marked.  1  Pair  Plv.  Rocks  §3:  also  1  Ax- 
ford  Incubati  r,  cost  $36,  will  sell  for  $10  or  give  a  good 
trade.  First  order  with  the  cash  gets  the  above  grand 
bargains.  Write  soon  if  yon  want  them.  Such  a 
chance  seldom  occurs.  Address: 
COATES  A-  BKO„  Norwood  Park,  Cook  Co.,  111. 

RARE  BIG  BARGAiNS~HERE! 

IN  THOROUOIIBKED  POULTRY,  BIRDS,  DOGS,  AND 

FIT  STOCK  OF  ALL  VARIETIES. 
We  can  now  offer  extra  bargains  in  everything  that 
wears  fur.  hair  or  feathers ;  and  have  a  large  stock 
to  select  from.  Don't  fail  to  send  stamp  for  our  ete- 
gant  new  descriptive  catalogue,  as  it  will  save  you 
money  on  anything  you  want.  We  buy,  sell  and 
exchange  stock  of  all  kinds.  DonHbny  or  sell  until 
you  write  to  us;  it  will  pay!  If  you  want  Fancy 
Poultry, Turkeys,  Ducks,  Geese,  Pea  Fowls,  Guineas, 
Singing  Birds,  Dogs,  Rabbits.  Rats,  Guinea  Pigs, 
Squirrels,  Monkeys.  Pigeons.  Fancy  Birds,  Poultry 
Supplies,  Incubators,  Brooders,  Poultry  Journals", 
Books,  Papers,  Magazines. Watches,  Chains,  Charms,  J 
Organs,  Stationery.  Novelties.  General  Merchandise,  ; 
or  anything  else  cheaper  than  ever  heard,  of  before, 
send  stamp  to  us  for  Prices  and  you  will  'never  re- 
gret it.  We  wen  it  what  we  say,  and  refer  to  editor 
Poultry  Keeper.  Address: 

AMERICAN  FANCIERS'  AGENCY, 
Marshall  Co.  Vancleve,  Iowa. 


-WHITE  -  LEGHORNS- 


STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  havewon  more  FIRST 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America, 
©nr  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 

Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving/uK 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


K3XTAFF  BHOS., 
Box  50 1 .  m^Toixis,  N.  Y. 


HAVE  YOU  SEEN  IT, 

What?  Why  the  best  weekly  poultry  paper  publish- 
ed. G.ves  all  the  latest  poultry  news,  plenty  of  good 
practical  matter,  handsomely  illustrated.  3U)ormore 
pages  yearly.  Already  hasa  circulation  of  5,000  copies 
weekly.  Advertising  lates  very  low.  Send  TEN 
CENTS  for  3  MONTHS  trial  trip.  Addressand  men- 
tion Keeper. 

T£BE  POULTRY"  MIDGET,  Chicago,  III. 

Keeper  and  Midget  one  year  75c. 


HQ'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GEENVII.EE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


INCUBATOR! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send* 
for  circular. 


:e.  s.  renwick, 

19  Parfe  Place,      -      ,       -      New  York. 


GOOD  NEWS 
10  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti-  ■ 
ful  Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
_     Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
'  THU  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vesey  St. ,  New  York. 


10  Charming  Books  FREE! 

Upon  receipt  of  only  Thirty  Cents  we  -will  pond  our  larga- 
illustrated  16-pa^e,  6 i-column  Literary  and  Family  paper,  The 
Cricket  on  the  II earth,  fur  Six  Months,  and  to  every 
subscriber  we  will  also  send,  Free-  mid  post-paid.  Ten 
Charming  Books,  each  containing  a  complete  first-class  novel 
by  a  celebrated  author,  published  in  neat  pamphlet  form  an-i 
printed  from  large,  clear  type  on  good  paper.  The  titles  are  as- 
foilows;  The  Mystery  at  Blackwood  Grange,  by  Mrs.  May  Agne* 
Fleming  ;  The  Evil  Genius,  by  M.  T.  Caldor  ;  The  Story  of  a 
Storm,by  Mrs.  JaneG.  Austin;  Out  of  the  Sea,  by  Clara  August*; 
Agatha's  History,  by  Margaret  Blount ;  More  Bitter  than  Death, 
by  the  author  of  "  Dora  Thome  "  ;  Out  of  the  Depths,  by  Hugh 
Conway  ;  The  Romantic  Adventures  of  a  Milkmaid,  by  Thomas 
Hardv  ;  The  Curse  of  Carew,  by  the  author  of  "  Dora  Thorne 
The  Last  of  the  Buthvens,  by  Miss  Mulock.  This  great  offer  la 
made  to  introduce  our  paper  into  new  homeB.  Do  not  miss  (W* 
chance  I  Six  subscriptions  and  six  sets  of  the  books  will  be  sent 
for  $1.50.  Satisfaction,  guaranteed  or  money  refunded,  Aa  to> 
our  reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  In  N.  Y.  AddresB, 
S.  II.  MOORE  &  CO,,  £7  Park  Place,  New  York* 
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RABB3iTSTFBANTAMS" Seudforcircular 


•Mc«rew,  Jr.,  Spriipgfiel<l,0. 


CHOICE 


S.  C.  W.  LEGHORN  CHICKS.  Low 
prices.     E.  H.  BARNEY,  Chardon,  O. 


INCUBATORS  T£OM^° lP  Circu,ar 

NEW  ERA  M'E'G  CO..  Lancaster,  Pa. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS! 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  fi  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
listfree.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,Prop'r.,Delavan,Wis. 


nn  f\f\t  One  trained  Gordon  Setter  bitch,  1  Gor- 
.  [I  j-  \  I  don  bitch  1 K  years  old,  6  Gordon  pups  2 
UUUOl  mos.  old,  1  fine  litter  of  Eng.  Skye  Ter- 
riers, several  Pugs,  voung  and  old;  1  Pointer,  1  grand 
litter  of  Eng.  Mastiffs,  1  litter  Eng.  Beagle  Hounds 
from  grand  hunting  stock  with  extended  pedigrees. 
CALHOUN  KENNELS,  Springfield,  Mass. 


made  easy  manufac- 
turing Rubber  Stamps. 
Send  for  Price  List  of 
Outfits,  to  J.  F.W.  Dor- 
man,  No.  217  East  Ger- 
man Street,  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  TJ.  S.  A. 


mO  CM  Cl  Wjandollcs,  L.  Brahmas,  HI. 
rUn  OHLC!  and  B.  Cochins,  P. 


Rocks,  R, 

Lechorns,  LangfJinuti:  all  first-class  stand- 
ard young;  stock.  Eees  for  Hatching.  Sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. 

Langshans  and  Partridge  Cochins;  have  just  pur- 
chased a  fine  lot  of  these  and  will  give  any  one  bar- 
tains  in  Stock  and  Eggs  from  as  good  stock  as  any  of 
hem.     W.  II.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  III. 


?'■ 
ft 


V  DO  YOU  WANT  A  D  O  G  ,?  Ifr. 


DOC  BUYERS  GUIDE. 

Colored  plates,  lOO  engravings 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are  K 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them  " 

Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
23"  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Fa. 


WILLIAM'S  Impro.  Hot 
Wa  er  Incubator  &  New 
Monitor  Incubator,  heat  by  a 
new  method  and  regulated  in 
most  perfect  manner;  hand- 
some finish,  low  prices.  Brood- 
ers$5.  For  clr.  ad'r  A.F.Wfl- 
liarus,  Box  293,  Bristol,  Ct. 


t  C  '-AND  "~.>J  O 

BREEDER  =>, 

5s  of  J/iese  fwo-  « 


Are yougoing  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 

cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone; on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  »ey  Street, 
N  liW  YORK 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  LansshsmiM.  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  \\  .  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins.  S.  S.  Hamb'urgs. 
Tested  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Guineas,  1'ekin  Ducks:   Egsrs,  $2  per  13. 

N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  tlames- Silver 
Duckwiugs,  B.  B.  Reds.  Red  Tiles  and  Malays; 
Andalnsians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  R.  Silver 
Polish:  Eggs,  $3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Rrahmas.  Pekin  Rantaicis:  Eggs  $4. 
I  won  18  l.il  and  special  premium*  tit  .V.  1'.,  Feb.  188S. 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Youkers,  N.  V. 


Mo  narcla  Isa.oia.Tc»£*/ltQ>:r. 

This  machine  lias  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
it-        J  AS.  RANKIN,  South  Eaiton,  Mass. 


FOR  SALE — 150  high  scorin 
rifice  prices. 


Br.  Leghorns  at  sac- 
I.  MORSE,  Olnev,  Illinois. 


H. 


L.  SHELBY,  ReiMick,  Illinois. 

Bree«ler  at'  Fine  Poultry. 


B 
B 

8 


"  HAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa.. 
•  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 

lanchard\s  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  Itey,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 

LACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock, 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Il>  CONGER,  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir. 


WH.  MINORCAS,  ready  to  ship,  from  stock  im- 
ported last  Nov.  R.  F.  Moore, Milford  Mills,  Pa. 


BW.  SARGENT  A  SON,  Kittery.  Maine. 
•   Fanciers  and  Importers  of  Langshans  and 
White  and  Black  Minorcas. 


AH.  EANG,  Toledo,  O.— Wyandottes,  I.ang- 
■  shans,  L.  Brail's,  P.  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 


T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  $2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
JLi  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country,  Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry ;  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


YOUR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
with  self-inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  BLAKELY, 

Bradford,  McKeau  county,  Pa 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
•  ning  1st  prizes  wherever  shown:   Send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAN D,  N .  Y. 


PA.  WEBSTER,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.   Fine  S.  C. 
•  W.  Leghorns  exclusively,  Knapp  Bros,  strain. 
Eggs  $1.00  per  13,  warranted  fresh  and  true  to  name. 


WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecceurs,  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas,  Whltford,  Pa. 


WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Eggs,  ?3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular 


BLACK  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  Lang- 
shans.   Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98;  took  11 
prizes.    H.  A.  FULLER,  6  Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

"VT  R.  DANA,  Radnor.  Del.  Co.,  Pa., 
-1^1  •   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkey s,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Docks. 


£5  HAND  BONE,  SHELL  AND  CORN 
1ILL  for  poultrymen.  F.  Wilson's  Pat. 
Send  for  circular.  Manufactured  only  by 
WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


EXCELSIOR  PLYMOXTTH  ROCKS. 
Champions  of  the  east  and  west.  Highest  honors 
at  Meriden,  Ct.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.    Send  for  new  ill- 
ustrated price  list. 

SCUDDER  &  TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.Y. 


PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  ot  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretfoid 
Poultry  Farm, ' '  Garretford,  Pa. 


STAMPING 
OUTFIT 


The  Ladles'  World  la  a  mam- 
moth  16-page,  64-column  Illustrated 
paper,  devoted  to  stories,  poems, 
ladles'  fancy  work,  artistic  needle- 
work, home  decoration,  housekeep- 
ing, fashions,  hygiene,  Juvenile 
reading,  etiquette,  etc.,  etc.  Its 
publishers,  wishing  to  introduce  it 
into  thousands  of  homes  where  it  la 
not  already  taken,  now  make  the 
following  unprecedented  offer: 
Upon,  receipt  of  only  Thirty 
Centsu,  we  will  send  The  Ladles' 
World  for  Six  Months,  and  to 
every  eubscriber  we  will  also  send, 
Freo  and  post-paid,  a  new  and 
valuable  Stamping  Outfit,  con- 
taining the  following  patterns  :  1 
net  Inltlrtl3,l^  in.  high,  1  Dancing 
Girl,  0  in.  high,  1  Running  Boy,  7 
in.  high,  1  spray  Daisies,  5  in.  high, 
1  builch  Rosea,  4*4  in.  high,  1  cluster 
Apple  Blossoms,  3x4  in.,  1  Owl  on  branch,  4%  In.  high,  1  bunch 
Peaches,.  1  cluster  Daisies,  1  spray  Wheat,  1  spray  Morning 
Glories,  I  Calla  Lily,  1  bunch  Forget-Me-Nots,  1  Rosebud  with 
leaves,  1  spray  Pansies,  1  spray  Bachelor's  Button  with  grasses, 
1  Pink,  X  Day  Lily  with  bud  aud  foliage,  1  spray  Vinca,  1  bunch 
Daisies,  1  Japonica  Bud  with  leaves,  1  Fat  Boy  (eonnc^  1  cluster 
Forget-SIe-Nots,  1  Pansy,  1  spray  Daisies,  1  Stnr  Flower,  1  spray 
Spanish  Kose,  1  Outline  Design,  1  Vine,  4  patterns  for  flannel 
embroidery  and  3  smaller  designs  forOr.zy  Patchwork,  making 
in  all  35  Elegant  Patterns,  worth  at  retail  from  5  to  20  cents  each*, 
and  1  Complete  Alphabet  worth  75 cents,  alBo  1  box  beat  Powder 
15c,  1  Improved  Distributor,  10c,  and  1  Complete  Book  of  In- 
structions, 15c.  Remember,  we  give  the  entire  Outfit  described 
above  free  to  every  one  Bending  30  cents  for  a  six-months'  sub- 
scription to  our  paper.  This  Outfit  is  entirely  new,  and  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cheap  catchpenny  affairs  advertised  by 
others.  Six  subscriptions  and  six  Outfits  will  be  sent  for  $1.50. 
Do  not  miBS  this  chance  I  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  As  to  our 
reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  in  New  York.  Addreaa 
&-  II.  MOOBE  <fc  CO.,  «?  Park  Place,  Aew  York. 


W.  F.  0.  SPANISH 


HICKORY  orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm;  15 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.O. Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J.  A.  Alger,  Kirksville,  Mo. 


IF  YOU  WANT  AN  INCUB  VTOB,  or  any 
thing  in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  V«(1!K  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Bey  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLARK,  Manager. 


UIRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
■■price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching, 
and  poultry  supplies;  low  prices  aud  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder.. 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI. 

Breeders  of  White  and  Black  .Minorcas,  Wyandottes, 
L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  S.  O.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  R.  and  P.. 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 

C.  B.  FANT,  ptfex.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  W'yandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.;: 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94 H,  which  makes  therm 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


FM.  MUNOER, 
.  De  K  ALB,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Browu  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  N iueteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 

ALFRED  DOYLE'S 
XiT.  BHAHlVIii.S 

Are  the  best.  Noted  tor  their  fine  symmetry, 
plumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners 
m  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  lor  the  early  fall  fairs.  Prices- 
low;  circular  ready.    P.  O.  address 

Box  133,  BLUE  ISLAND,  Cook  Co.,  111. 


Gone  where  the  Woodbine  TwinetB. 

Rata  are  smart,  but  "Rough  on  Eats"  beats- 
them.  Clears  out  Rats,  Mice.  Roaches,  Water 
Bugs,  Flies,  Beetles,  Moths,  Ants.  Mosquitoes, 
Bed-bugs,  Insects,  Potato  Bugs,  Sparrows, 
Skunks.  Weasel,  Gophers,  Chipmunls.  Moles, 
Musk  Eats,  Jack  Babbits.  Squirrels.  If  c.  &  25c. 

HEN  LICE. 

"  Eough  on  Eats"  is  a  complete  preventive 
and  destroyer  of  Hen  Lice.  Mix  a  *5c.  bos  of 
"Eough  on  Eats"  to  a  pail  of  whitewash, 
keep  It  well  stirred  up  while  applying.  White- 
wash the  whole  interior  of  the  Hennery ;  inside 
and  outside  of  the  nests,  or  after  hens  have 
set  a  week,  sprinkle  the  "Eough  on  Rats" 
dry  powder,  lightly  over  the  eggs  and  nest 
bed.  The  cure  is  radical  and  complete. 

POTATO  BUGS 

For  Potato  Bugs,  Insects  on 
Vines,  Shrubs,  Trees,  1  pound 
or  half  the  contents  of  a  $1.00 
bcx  of  "Rough  on  Bats" 'Agri- 
cultural Size)  to  be  thorovghly 
mixed  with  one  to  two  barrels 
of  plaster,  or  what  is  better  air 
slacked  lime.  Much  depends 
upon  thorough  mixing,  so  as 
to  completely  distribute  ihe  poison.  Sprinkle 
it  on  plants,  trees  or  shrubs  when  damp  or 
wet,  and  is  quite  effective  when  mixed  with 
lime,  dusted  on  without  moisture  While  in 
its  concentrated  state  it  is  the  most  active 
and  strongest  of  all  Bug  Poisons;  when  mixed 
as  above  is  comparatively  harmless  to  ani- 
mals or  persons,  in  any  quantity  they  would 
take.  If  preferred  to  use  in  liquid  form.atable- 
epoonful  of  the  full  strength  "Eough  on  Eats" 
Powder,  well  shaken,  in  a  keg  of  water  and 
applied  with  a  sprinkling  pot  spray  syringe 
or  whisk  broom,  will  be  found  very  effective. 
Keep  it  well  stirred  up  while  using.  Sold  by 
all  Druggists  and  Storekeepers.  15c,  25c.  &  $1. 
E.  S.  Wells.  Chemist,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
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ANSWERS  TO  rNQULBIES. 

E.  E.  S.,  Bryan's  Mill,  Texas— Please  give  me 
in  your  next  paper  directions  for  making  wine 
irom  grapes? 

Sorry  to  say  that  we  have  had  no  experience 
in  such  matters. 

J.  P.  B.,  Washingtonville,  Ohio.— I  want  to  ask 
you  what  is  the  matter  with  a  Game  hen  of  mine. 
She  sits  around  and  looks  like  she  was  blind  and 
droopy.  She  holds  her  head  to  one  side  and  I 
can  walk  over  her  and  she  does  not  notice.  She 
will  eat  if  you  put  feed  to  her  mouth.  I  exam- 
ined her  for  lice  but  failed  to  find  any  on  her. 

Probably  been  exposed  to  draughts  of  air. 
Remove  her  from  the  male,  and  anoint  head 
with  a  mixture  of  five  drops  carbolic  acid  in  a 
tablespoonful  of  glycerine. 

Dr.  J.  C.  M..  Greenville,  O.— I  have  30  Pekin 
ducks.  5  drakes  and  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of 
eggs  will  hatch.  Have  tried  them  under  hens  and 
incubator  with  same  result.  Eggs  at  first  laying 
hatched  better  than  last.  They  have  not  layed 
over  12  or  15  eggs  per  duck.  Have  plenty  of 
water  and  grass,  fed  no  grain  but  corn.  Did 
not  have  them  picked.  What  is  the  matter  with 
my  ducks  ?  Have  I  not  enough  drakes  or  is  it 
the  feed  ? 

Omit  the  corn.  Ducks  are  too  fat. 

W.  H..  Empire,  Dak. — In  your  next  issue  will 
you  please  inform  me  whether  the  bones  of  cat- 
tle that  have  died  from  cold  and  hunger  could 
be  used  for_poultry?  We  could  not  do  without 
Poultry  Keeper.  Can't  you  make  it  a  semi- 
monthly? 

Yes.  They  are  as  good  as  any.  Slightly  burn 
them  before  pounding  them. 

L.  F.  B..  Slatjngton,  Pa.— 1.  Are  the  Black 
Java  fowls  entirely  black?  2.  Do  they  breed 
true? 

1.  They  are  when  matured,  but  the  chicks 
have  white  on  them  whem  first  hatched.  2.  Yes- 

B.  S.,  Brnckett,  Texas.— Would  you  please  be 
kind  hough  to  inform  me  how  much  sulphur  to 
feed  to  fowls  in  order  to  succeed  in  ridding  them 
of  lice?  I  am  a  reader  of  the  P.  K.  and  saw  the 
sulphur  recommended  several  times  but  the 
■quantity  to  be  fed  was  never  stated. 

Do  not  feed  sulphur  during  damp  weather. 
•Give  a  tea-spoonful,  in  soft  food,  twice  a  week, 
to  25  hens.  It  is  not  an  infallible  remedy  for 
lice  when  fed  to  fowls,  but  it  is  excellent  for 
skin  diseases. 

L.  A.  B.,  Jewell  City,  Kansas.— We  are  trying 
to  raise  Wyandottes  this  season,  but  have  had 
poor  luck  hatching  the  eggs,  so  many  not  being 
fertile.  Can  you  tell  us  the  cause? 

Hens  that  layed  the  eggs  are  too  fat. 


H.  W.  L..  Wyoming.  Del.— 1.  At  what  age  do 
hens  do  best  as  sitters?  2.  At  what  age  do  chicks 
take  to  roosting?  Mine  are  ten  weeks  old  and 
sleep  in  small  coops  on  the  ground.  I  am  afraid 
they  will  smother.  3.  How  often  should  ground 
boiie  be  fed  to  little  chickens  ?  I  have  saved 
twenty-eight  chicks  from  gapes  by  removing 
worms  from  windpipe  with  horse  hair.  I  use  a 
great  deal  of  lime  in  shape  of  whitewash,  giving 
coop  in  which  chicks  sleep  fresh  coat  every  other 
day. 

I.  After  they  are  a  year  old.  2.  They  will 
perch  on  a  low  roost  when  two  months  old- 
3.  Feed  a  tablespoonful  in  soft  feed  to  twenty 
chicks  once  a  day,  or  keep  it  before  them  all  the 
time. 


Beginner.— 1.  State  in  the  next  issue  of  your 
valuable  paper  whether  the  Brown  Leghorns  are 
as  good  winter  layers  as  the  Wyandottes?  2. 
How  ought  healthy  actions  from  tlie  bowels  look? 
When  they  are  fed  corn,  corn  meal,  and  vegeta- 
bles, etc  .  .3.  What  will  take  scales  off  fowls  legs? 
4.  Is  22x50  feet  large  enough  space  for  a  breeding 
pen  of  6  Leghorns  1 

1.  Y'es,  if  kept  warm.  2.  Mixed  white  and 
dark.  3.  Ten  drops  carbolic  acid  in  a  gill  of  lard, 
rubbed  on  once  a  week.  4.  Yes,  it  can  be  made 
to  answer,  give  them  something  to  scratch  in. 

H.  A.  F.,  Brandon,  Miss.— 1.  I  have  a  White 
Leghorn  cock  with  a  comb  that  measures  b)4 
inches  from  his  beak  back  to  small  end.  Is  it  a 
good  mark  of  his  being  a  fine  cock?  He  is  one 
year  old  this  month  June.  2.  Does  Gold  Saddle 
feathers  and  slight  gold  on  wings  disqualify  a 
White  Leghorn  cock,  or  should  he  be  pure  white? 
3.  Should  a  Leghorn  cockscomb  at  tne  small  end 
or  the  part  that  extends  over  his  back  be  notched 
or  round,  or  does  it  matter  in  judging  a  cock  of 
this  variety?  I  have  several  with  notch  and  some 
without. 

I.  The  comb  is  rather  large.  2.  Should  be  pure 
white.  3.  Should  be  round,  though  a  notch  does 
not  disqualify. 


F.  G.  D.,  Cincinnati,  0.— At  what  age,  and  by 
which  marks  can  a  drake  be  known  from  a  duck 
in  a  flock  of  ducklings? 

Drake  has  a  fine  voice,  while  the  female  has  a 
coarse  voice.  When  older  the  drake  has  a  curl 
on  end  of  tail. 

W.  M.  F.,  Blue  Island,  111.— Do  Toulouse  geese 
lay  when  they  are  one  year  old? 
Yes. 

L.  L.,  Olean,  1ST.  Y.— L  I  have  eight  B.  Leghorn 
chicks, which  are  5  weeks  old.  and  I  want  to"force 
them  to  lay  by  September  or  October.  If  there 
is  any  possible  way  to,  do  this,  please  let  me 
know  at  once.  2.  Should  a  B.  Leghorn  cock 
have  any  brown  feathers  in  its  breast? 

1.  Feed  meat  once  a  day.  2.  The  breastshould 
be  entirely  black. 

Yerdant  Green,  Rhea  Springs,  Tenn—  1.  Do 
Plymouth  Bocks  have  blue  or  black  legs?  Zr 
Do  they  hatch  out  some  white  and  sonie'nearlv 
black  ?  3.  I  ordered  a  setting  each  of  Plymouth 
Bock  and  W.  China  geese  eggs  from  an  adver- 
tiser in  your  paper,  and  they  hatched  out  splen- 
didly, except  the  goslings  were  too  weak  to 
walk  and  refused  to  accept  our  best  induce- 
ments to  live,  and  the  chicks  were  over  half 
white  and  had  blue  legs  and  t  he  dark  ones  had 
black  legs — and  getting  darker  every  day — is  all 
this  square  ? 

1.  Legs  should  be  yellow,  but  pullets  at  first  of- 
ten have  dark  legs.  2.  Should  hatch  out  very 
dark,  white  spot  on  heads,  for  pullets,  but 
lighter  for  young  cockerels.  3.  Goslings  were 
from  eggs  of  fat  geese.  Chicks  of  P.  Bocks  are 
probably  wrong,  but  wait  and  see  how  they 
turn  out. 


L.  A.,  Elba,  X.  Y.— About  two  months  ago  I 
noticed  a  small  lump  gi  ou  mg  on  the  breast  of  a 
B.  L.  lien  directly  in  front  of  iiie  neck  and  it 
has  kept  on  grow  ing,  until  now  it  is  larger  than 
a  silver  dollar  and  about  one-half  inch  thick,  no 
feathers  on  it.  Center  is  a  little  hollow  with  a 
scab.  It  is  hard  and  she  does  not  flinch  unless 
it  is  pinched  very  hard.  It  seems  to  be  in  the 
skin  entirely  as  I  have  examined  hei  closely, 
and  am  positive  it  has  no  connection  with  the 
crop.  There  are  three  other  lumps  on  her  simi- 
lar to  this  (smaller  and  without  scab)  extending 
from  the  vent  to  point  of  breast  bone.  She  eats 
well,  but  lately  stands  around  most  of  the  time. 
Do  you  know  what  it  is,  its  cause  and  cure  ? 

Due  probably  to  a  scrofulous  affection.  De- 
stroy her. 

H.  R.,  Hoyleton,  111— What  ails  my  chickens  ? 
When  they  are  first  hatched  they  look  healthy 
and  when  they  are  a  week  old  they  stand  around 
and  leave  their  wings  hang  down,  and  after  a 
day  or  two  they  die,  they  have  no  lice  and  they 
are  from  strong,  vigorous  chickens.  Please  give 
me  a  remedy  for  it  if  you  can. 

Look  on  the  heads  and  necks,  close  to  the  skin 
and  you  will  find  the  large  grey  body  lice  (not 
mites) .  Grease  head  and  neck  with  lard. 

W.  H.  K.,  Stratford,  Iowa.— 1.  For  the  W.  C. 
B.  Polish  should  the  crest  be  pure  white  or  are 
there  some  black  feathers  allowed,  and  should 
there  be  any  white  on  any  other  part  of  the 
body?  2.  Is  the  crest  of  the  W.  C.  W.  Polish  as 
large  as  that  of  the  black?  3.  Should  Bantams 
be  bred  in  and  in  every  year  in  order  to  keep 
the  size  down  or  should  there  be  new  blood  in- 
troduced? 4.  Is  one  tread  of  the  gobbler  enough 
for  the  year  or  should  there  be  one  for  every 
litter  of  eggs?  5.  Should  there  be  any  black  at 
all  visible  on  the  L.  Brahma  except  on  the  neck 
and  tail?  6.  Why  do  some  L.  Brahma  chicks 
hatch  white  and  some  creamy  white?  7.  Is  a 
white  spot  on  the  breast  of  a  Toulouse  Goose  any 
detriment  to  it? 

I.  Should  be  a  narrow  base  of  black  feathers 
in  front  of  the  crest.  2.  Yes.  3.  Breeding  in  and 
in  preserves  the  lacing  on  Sebrights,  though  it 
impairs  vigor.  New  blood  adds  to  the  size.  4. 
One  mating  for  the  season  is  sufficient.  5.  The 
black  may  show  on  the  wings.  6.  The  color 
generally  comes  uniform  after  they  feather.  7 
No;  it  is  not  a  disqualification. 

S.  E. B., Palatka,  Fla— 1.  What  is  the  cause  of 
white  yolks  in  all  eggs  ?  I  have  White  Face 
Black  Spanish,  Plvmouth  Bock,  White  Leghorn, 
Light  Brahma  and  Brown  Leghorn.  I  keep  in 
small  yard  and  feed  as  usual.  2.  Will  a  bird 
that  has  had  the  roupand  gets  well  ever  be  as 
good  as  before  ?  3.  Where  can  I  get  some  book 
that  will  explain  all  diseases  of  fowls  and  give 
the  most  reliable  remedies  ? 

1.  The  color  of  the  yolk  is  influenced  by  the 
food.  Clover  grass  gives  a  darker  color.  2.  No; 
it  is  in  the  same  condition  as  a  consumptive  per- 
son. 3.  No  book  equals  our  special  articles  on 
the  different  subjects. 


R.  C.  S.,  Letohatchee,  Ala.— Which  grow  the 
larger,  the  Bekin  or  the  Eouen  ducks?  Are 
they  larger  than  the  Muscovy  ducks  ?  I  want  as 
large  a  breed  as  I  can  get. 

Probably  the  Pekin  is  a  little  the  larger,  but 
there  is  a  very  slight  difference  between  the 
three  breeds,  except  that  the  Muscovy  female  is 
smaller. 


W.  B.  B.,  Penn,  Fla.— What  makes  my  chickens 
eat  sand?  I  keep  either  bone,  gravel  or  ground 
shell  where  they  can  get  it.  But  after  all  thev 
will  select  places  and  congregate  in  considerable 
numbers  and  pick  at  the  sand  for  hours  at  a  time. 
Several  of  them  have  become  sanded,  their  crops 
containing  as  much  as  a  pint,  when  it  will  bag 
and  retard  their  travel  very  much. 

It  may  be  a  habit,  but  try  using  sharp  gravel, 
and  keep  the  birds  away  from  the  sand  for  awhile. 
Birds  will  often  fill  themselves  with  sawdust, 
sand,  hay,  or  anything  else  at  times,  when  con- 
fined in  the  presence  of  such  things. 


The  Popular  Pulse. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Goodrich,  in  the  Fancier's  Gazette, 
reviews  the  past,  aud  also  states  a  great  truth, 
1  which  is  that  "so  many  are  trying  to  get  rich  off 
t  a  dozen  hens  instead  of  beiiig  content  with  a 
big  per  cent,  on  their  investment."  He  also 
makes  the  following  allusion  to  some  serious 
mistakes: 

'•Modern  poultry  breeding  has  led  to  raising 
more  fine  f-.  athers  than  good  carcasses.  More 
attention  is  paid  to  the  arch  of  the  neck,  the 
color  of  the  eye,  the  shape  of  the  comb  than  the 
nice  white  meat  that  covers  the  breast.  The 
whole  fraternity  is  getting  lost  in  a  mesh  of  im- 
practicable ideas  born  of  distorted  fancies  that 
are  rising  up  to  crush  us.  Jacobs  is  hewing  close 
to  the  line  of  the  popular  pulse,  and  when  he  gets 
his  army  under  training  and  into  the  field  there 
will  be  such  a  shaking  up  of  far-fetched  ideas  as 
never  was  dreamed  of." 

The  above  was  too  real  for  the  editor  of  the 
Gazette,  so  he  "gave  it  up."  We  quote  the  ex- 
tract because  our  experience  as  an  editor  has 
taught  us  that  the  great  mass  of  poultry  raisers 
will  not  release  their  hold  of  the  practical  por- 
tion of  the  business.  A  few  years  ago  nothing 
was  mentioned  in  poultry  journals  about  crosses. 
They  catered  to  the  requirements  of  fancy  stock, 
forgetting  that  without  the  farmers  and  others 
that  there  could  be  no  buyers.  We  saw  that 
there  was  a  wide  field  open  for  a  journal  de- 
voted to  both  fancy  and  market  fowls,  although 
we  were  warned  that  the  "field  was  full."  But 
we  went  ahead,  and  the  result  was  that  we  not 
only  struck  the  "popular  pulse,"  but  benefitted 
every  other  poultry  journal  (which  we  are  happy 
tosay)and  instituted  the  plan  of  clubbing  among 
them,  where  before  they  never  even  mentioned 
each  other.  We  aimed  to  give  practical  infor- 
mation, and  did  not  care  whether  it  was  original 
or  not,  so  our  readers  were  pleased.  The  great 
demand  for  the  White  Breeds  shows  that  the 
utility  cannot  be  left  out.  The  ornamental 
(truly  fancy)  breeds,  such  as  the  Polish,  Silkies, 
Rumpless,  etc.,  are  not  in  as  great  demand  as 
are  the  Plymouth  Bocks,  Wyandottes,  Brahmas, 
etc.,  which  make  splendid  market  fowls.  We 
want  a  Standard  to  specify  the  points  of  purity 
—nothing  else— so  far  as  plumage,  comb,  etc.,  is 
concerned,  but  where  the  greater  share  of  the 
points  go  to  the  market  qualities,  and  where 
birds  for  the  show  room  are  the  same  as  those 
mated  for  breeding  purposes,  and  not  where  a 
cock  and  five  hens  are  exhibited  as  a  breeding 
pen  when  the  judge  and  exhibitor  know  that 
such  birds  will  never  be  bred  together,  but 
which  misleads  innocent  buyers  into  purchasing 
eggs,  at  high  prices, when  in  fact  they  can  never 
attain  that  which  they  seek. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sutiiciently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew.— This  paragraph  marked  signifies. that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50  cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  60  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books. 
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Dr.  King's  White  Leghorns. 

Dr.  King's  birds  are  of  his  own  breeding,  he 
having  made  White  Leghorns  a  specialty  for 
twelve  years.  The  pair  illustrated— Othello  and 
Desdemona— won  1st  and  2d  at  Winsted  in  1885, 
-as  well  as  special  for  highest  scoring  bird  of  any 
variety  in  the  show,  and  special  for  best  pair. 
They  also  won  1st,  2d  and  special  at  the  Meriden 


points,  while  in  December  1886,  Mr,  C.  H.  Crosby 
scored  77  birds  from  92%  to  98  points,  which  is  a 
wonderful  average. 


Guinea  Fowls. 


J.  L.  Heverin  Cotter,  Dover,  Del.,  writes  us: 
"I  send  you  my  experience  with  guinea  fowls 
hoping  it  will  be  of  some  interest  to  your  many 


you  can  let  the  hen  (I  use  a  common  chicken 
hen)  and  young  chicks  out,  but  be  careful  they 
do  not  wander  for  the  first  few  days  after  you 
let  them  out.  At  four  weeks  old  they  will  leave 
the  hen  and  take  care  of  themselves.  The  guinea 
hen  begins  to  lay  about  the  first  of  May  and  con- 
tinues to  lay  until  July  or  August,  and  then 
wants  to  set.  If  you  set  her  she  will  rear  the 


WHITE  I,KGII«>RXS-"Otliollo 

show  of  1886.  and  at  the  recent  Boston  show  they 
won  two  first  prizes  and  the  society's  special 
prize  (silver  cup).  The  Dr.  also  breeds  Light 
Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes,  and 
but  for  the  fact  that  his  Brahmas  lost  weight 
during  shipment  to  Boston,  would  have  given 
some  a  close  competition  for  the  first  prize.  In 
December  1885,  the  score  of  130  of  his  White 
Leghorns,  by  I.  K.  Felch,  was  from  90  to  98 


and 


Desdemona"— Owned  by  Dr.  John  W.  King,  Kent,  Conn. 

readers.  If  you  think  cot,  do  not  publish  it.  I 
find  the  rearing  of  guinea  fowls  not  so  much 
trouble  as  most  people  think.  For  the  first  two 
weeks  I  feed  the  young  chicks  five  times  a  day, 
on  meal,  cottage  cheese  and  wheat  bran,  mixed, 
and  keep  plenty  of  water  before  them.  The 
young  guineas  are  very  wild  at  first,  and  it  is 
best  to  have  a  pen  around  them  till  they  get 
about  three  weeks  old.  After  three  weeks  old 


young  guineas  herself,  without  any  food  from 
you,  but  I  prefer  to  set  the  eggs  and  let  a  com- 
mon hen  rear  them,  as  they  are  not  so  wild.  I 
have  some  guineas  that  will  eat  out  of  my  hand. 
One  cock  can  serve  two  hens.  In  the  fall  I  will 
give  you  a  record  of  eggs  one  guinea  hen  laid,  if 
you  want  it."  We  will  be  pleased  to  have  more 
about  guineas.  They  are  more  valuable  than 
many  suppose. 
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ALL  ABOUT  LICE. 

In  this  article  we  wish  to  post  you  in  regard  to 
lice.  No  doubt  a  majority  of  our  readers  fully 
understand  how  to  get  rid  of  lice,  but  the  fact  is 
they  will  not  believe  lice  are  present,  and  ascribe 
the  results  of  the  work  of  lice  to  some  disease, 
thus  doctoring  the  birds  unnecessarily.  First 
we  wish  to  say  that  while  you  may  easily  dis- 
cover myriads  of  little  red  mites  in  the  poultry 
house,  yet  the  real  enemy,  is  the  large  grey  body 
louse,  which  works  on  the  heads,  necks,  and 
vents,  and  which  never  leaves  the  birds.  To  find 
this  louse  a  very  close  search  must  be  made,  as 
he  lurks  down  on  the  skin,  at  the  base  of  the 
feathers,  and  hides  from  view.  A  single  one  of 
these  voracious  fellows  on  the  head  or  throat  of 
a  young  chick  will  sometimes  cause  the  chick  to 
droop  and  die.  Mr.  E.  aV.  Parker,  in  the  Cali- 
fornia Cackler,  gives  a  good  idea  of  how  indiffer- 
ent one  may  be  in  such  cases,  as  he  says.  "  In 
July  and  August  especially  (but  also  at  all  times 
of  the  year),  lice  abound  more  than  at  any  other 
time,  and  chicks  will  become  infested  with  them 
unless  great  care  is  taken.  Many  persons  wonder 
why  their  young  chicks  droop  and  mope  around 
for  a  week  or  two,  all  the  time  getting  thinner 
and  weaker,  finally  become  unable  to  stand,  and 
die— these  persons  claiming  all  the  time  that 
"lice  is  not  the  cause  of  it,'' because  they  have 
searched  under  the  wing  for  the  red  or  yellow 
louse,  on  the  head  for  the  large  head-lice,  and  in 
fact  have  looked  them  from  top  to  bottom  for 
parasites,  and  have  found  none.  I  wonder  if 
they  ever  looked  on  the  throat,  or  at  the  side  be- 
low their  ears,  for  the  large  head-louse.  I 
wonder  if  it  ever  entered  into  the  brain  of  such 
breeders,  that  the  head-louse  could  destroy  the 
life  of  chicks  from  two  to  six  weeks  old  by  suck- 
ing the  life-blood  from  the  throat  and  under  the 
head.  If  it  has  not,  I  can  tell  them  that  such  is 
the  case,  and  I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  when  the  chick  appears  weak,  growing 
weaker  and  thinner — the  skin  seems  to  shrink 
upon  the  body,  and  there  is  a  thin  or  slimy  dis- 
charge from  the  body— and  when  the  chick  eats, 
it  is  usually  with  difficulty,  and  as  the  supposed 
disease  advances  it  seems  almost  impossible  for 
the  chick  to  swallow,  finally  refusing  to  eat ; 
when  any  or  all  of  the  above  symptoms  appear, 
then  examine  the  wilder  part  of  the  head,  and 
the  throat  in  front  and  at  siaes.for  the  head-louse 
and  nine  times  in  ten  he  will  be  found  snugly  at 
home  amongst  the  down  or  sprouting  feathers ; 
then  apply  two-thirds  glycerine,  one-third  car- 
bolic acid ,  and  five  times  as  much  water  as  the 
above  mixture." 

SYMPTOMS  OF  LICE. 

Bowel  disease  in  summer  is  a  sign  of 
lice ;  the-sleepy  disease,  in  which  the  chicks  are 
sleepy  or  drowsy,  is  a  sign ;  refusal  to  eat ;  puny 
looking  body,  and  slow  growth :  sudden  deaths ; 
gradual  wasting  away ;  constant  crying ;  loss  of 
feathers  on  the  head ;  and  other  symptoms  that 
appear  surprising  or  remarkable.  Even  in  the 
cleanest  of  houses,  when  not  a  sign  of  lice  can  be 
seen,  look  on  the  chicks  for  the  large  lice.  Not 
only  on  chicks  but  the  large  body  lice  are  near- 
ly always  on  adults.  A  chick  will  never  get 
lousy  unless  the  old  fowls  are  near,  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  brooder  chicks  grow  faster  than 
those  under  hens.  The  large  lice  will  kill  ducks 
suddenly.  They  kill  nearly  all  the  young  tur- 
keys that  die.  whenever  you  notice  asick  fowl 
•lusting  itself  look  for  lice. 

THE  DUST  BATH. 

If  the  house  is  kept  clean,  and  a  dust  bath  pro 
vided,  the  hens  will  drive  the  little  mites  away, 
but  it  is  not  easy  to  get  rid  of  the  large  ones. 
Never  use  wood  ashes  for  the  dust 
bath  but  finely  sifted  coal  ashes  or 
dry  dirt  is  excellent.  An  ounce  of  carbo- 
late  of  lime  in  a  half  bushel  of  dry  fine  earth, 
makes  an  excellent  dust  bath.  The  hens  must 
have  a  dust-bath,  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

CAUSES  OF  LICE. 

Filth  of  all  kinds.  The  mites  will  breed  in  the 
droppings.  Rotten  nest  eggs  are  good  sources. 
They  swarm  in  myriads  where  an  egg  has  been 
broken  in  the  nest.  The  heat  from  the  body  of 
the  hen  on  the  nest  hatches  them  by  millions. 
Every  crack  and  crevice  contains  them.  They 
come  out  on  the  roost  at  night,  like  bed  bugs, 
and  prey  on  the  birds.  But,  bear  in  mind,  the 
large  body  lice  never  leave  the  body  of  the  fowl. 
You  must  look  on  the  birds  to  find  them  and  you 
must  look  closely. 

"WHAT  TO  DO  FOR  LICE. 

First,  provide  a  dust  bath.  Then  hold  each 
fowl  or  chick  by  the  legs,  and  dust  plenty  of 
Persian  insect  powder  into  the  feathers  and 
down.  Then  grease  the  heads,  throats,  legs, 
and  vents,  with  a  mixture  made  as  follows : 
Lard,  one  teacupful:  carbolic  acid,  half  a  tea- 
spoonful;  crude  petroleum,  one  teaspoonful; 
oil  pennyroyal,  one  teaspoonful;  kerosene,  one 
teaspoonful.  Mix  well,  and  use  only  a  few 
drops  on  each  place.  Never  grease  the  body  of  a 
fowl  or  chick,  nor  use  kerosene  unadulterated, 
as  grease  is  sometimes  fatal.  The  above  mix- 
ture leaves  an  odor  on  the  body.  Pure  lard,  or 
oil  of  any  kind  will  kill  lice.  A  drop  may  be  put 
under  the  wings. 

Now  go  to  work  in  the  poultry  house.  Saturate 
the  roosts  (upper  and  under  sides)  with  kero- 


sene oil.,  With  a  watering  pot  sprinkle  it  every- 
where— walls,  roof,  floor,  roosts,  cracks,  crevices, 
and  even  the  yards.  Not  only  on  the  inside  but 
the  outside  of  the  house,  also. 

How  often.  Oh!  yes,  we  had  forgotten  that. 
"Well,  if  you  have  a  good  crop  of  lioe  do  it  every 
day  for  a  week,  or  more,  until  you  get  rid  of 
them.  Lice  means  wor Jc.  Then,  when  you  are 
rid  of  them,  try  the  coal  oil  once  a  week.  And 
grease  the  heads  of  the  fowls  and  chicks  every 
other  day  until  the  lice  are  gone,  One  applica- 
tion on  the  birds,  or  in  the  house,  will  not  do. 
You  must  fight  to  the  bitter  end  or  you  will  be 
conquered.  You  must  kill  the  nits  also. 

PERSIAN  INSECT  POWDER. 

Persian  insect  powder  (known  also  as  buhach, 
Dalmatian  powder,  pyrethrum,  etc.)  is  useless 
unless  it  is  good  and  fresh.  It  can  be  bought  of 
any  reliable  druggist.  Some  of  the  poultry 
journals,  such  as  the  Poultry  World,  Hartford, 
Ct.,  American  Poultry  Journal,  Chicago,  111., 
Poultry  Record,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  also  some 
dealers,  as  L.  N.  Clarke  &  Son,  38  Dey  street. 
New  York  City,  N,  Y.,  and  P.  H.  Sprague,  178 
South  "Water  street,  Chicago,  111.  Sell  it.  The 
price  is  about  75  cents  a  pound.  It  is  light,  and 
a  "little  goes  a  long  way."  It  is  excellent  as  a 
solution  for  sprinkling,  as"  two  tablespoonsf ul  in 
a  gallon  of  hot  water,  sprinkled  in  the  nests,  or 
on  the  walls,  is  very  effectual.  Always  dust  it 
twice  a  week  on  the  sitting  hens  and  in  the 
nests,  and  keep  nests  clean  with  new  cut  straw 
or  chopped  hay. 

A  small  f  orcepump  made  by  P.  C.  Lewis,  Cats- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  or  F.  Schwarz,  Fairfield,  Conn.,  will 
force  water  from  a  bucket.  Hence  an  easy  way 
to  whitewash  is  to  make  a  tub  of  thin  whitewash, 
add  a  gill  of  carbolic  acid,  and  force  it  on  the 
walls  and  everywhere.  And,  don't  forget  the 
yards.  The  pump  will  also  force  kerosene,  or 
the  solution  of  insect  powder  into  the  crevices. 

WHAT  OUR  READERS  SAT. 

Hot  Water  for  Lice.— Mrs.  D.  J.  Hinkley, 
Chagrin  Falls,  O. — "As  the  many  friends  of  your 
valuable  little  paper  are  occasionally  sending 
notes,  I  have  one  I  consider  of  great  importance. 
It  is  now  the  time  of  year  when  our  feathered 
pets  need  our  very  careful  attention.  They  can- 
not do  well  in  filthy  or  vermin-infested  homes. 
After  using  gallons  of  coal  oil,  pounds  of  sulphur 
and  tobacco,  fumigating,  I  have  found  out  that 
scalding  water,  with  very  little  trouble  and  no 
expense,  does  the  business.  I  take  washing,  as 
it  is  most  convenient.  I  fill  my  boiler  with  the 
water  when  through  washing,  and  when  hot 
enough  to  kill  insect  life,  take  my  garden  water 
pot,  remove  the  sprinkler,  as  the  lint  from  the 
clothes  will  soon  prevent  the  water  from  run- 
ning through,  and  scald  the  sides,  perches,  and 
of  course  the  floor  or  earth  get  the  hot  water  too. 
You  will  find  them  beautifully  less  every  week. 
In  a  little  while  they  are  hard  to  find  at  all.  For 
the  body  lice  I  use  insect  powder  one  part,  flour 
four  parts.  Get  a  little  bellows  (they  are  kept 
in  all  drug  stores  for  ten  cents,)  and  blow  it 
among  the  feathers,  particularly  on  hens  with 
young  chicks.  Do  this  at  night  when  they  are 
going  to  bed.  The  chicks  crawling  under  the 
mother  get  the  powder  too." 

Tansy  as  a  Remedy.— F.  E.  Kennicott,  Arling- 
ton Heights,  111.— "There  has  been  considerable 
talk  in  the  Poultry  Keeper  in  regard  to  the 
various  ways  of  exterminating  vermin  in  the 
poultry  house  and  from  the  fowls,  and  with 
your  permission  I  will  give  my  way,  which  is 
simple  and  has  always  proved  successful  with 
me.  That  is  to  gather  tansy  in  the  fall,  and 
tack  it  up  around  the  chicken  house,  under  the 
roosts,  in  the  bottom  of  the  nests  and  on  the 
ground.  This  will  drive  away  both  the  body 
lice  and  mites.  Use  lots  of  it.  It  is  cheap  and 
effectual." 

Kerosene  and  Sulphur.— 3.  L.  Bill,  Clark's 
Falls,  Conn.— "I  will  give  you  my  method  for 
keeping  clear  of  lice  :  Use  plenty  of  kerosene 
oil  on  roosts  and  smoke  the  house  well  with  sul- 
phuh  Use  plenty  of  tobacco  dust  in  nests  and 
there  will  be  no  lice.  My  cure  for  roup  is  good 
kerosene  oil ;  wash  their  heads  and  throats  with 
it ;  put  some  down  their  throats— one  teaspoon- 
ful of  the  same.  Two  doses  does  the  work  and 
never  failed  with  me.  Skip  one  day  between 
the  two  doses." 

How  it  is  Done  in  Florida— -Mrs.  J.  W.  Hig- 
gins,  Starke,  Fla.— "My  chicken  house  was  made 
of  small  pine  trees,  or  log  house,  as  the  colored 
man  called  it,  and  he  said,  "Now,  Missus,  you 
will  have  lots  of  chicken  lice,  for  Florida  was  a 
great  place  for  them."  But  strange  to  say,  my 
hens  have  never  been  troubled  with  them,  and  I 
have  raised  two  and  three  hundred  every  year. 
Mv  remedy  is  dry  air-slacked  lime,  and  wood 
ashes  of  my  stove.  Twice  a  year  I  throw  the  dry 
lime  all  around  the  house,  in  every  crack  and 
corner.  The  ashes  I  throw  on  the  roosts  and 
nests.  My  chickens  are  three  different  kinds.  I 
have  the  Plymouth  Rocks  and  a  kind  I  don't 
know  the  name  of  or  where  they  came  from,  as 
mv  chickens  were  Plymouth  Rocks  and  brown 
colored.  The  third  color  is  a  beautiful  blue 
pearl.  They  are  good  layers." 

Hot  Whitewash.— John  Bennett,  Sunman,  Ind- 
iana.—"Though  an  old  hand  in  the  "biz,"  I  was 
caught  napping.  Doing  some  building  this  sea- 
son I  did  not  keep  an  eye  on  the  fowls  after  the 
season  as  I  should.  However,  they  received  feed 
and  water  plenty.  I  did  not  clean  house  as 


usual.  Fowls  were  well  and  lively  up  to  last  of 
September,  all  at  once  I  saw  a  change  in  their 
appearance,  they  looked  "blue,"  especially  their 
combs.  I  thought  cholera  had  come,  and  treated 
for  that  about  three  days,  but  no  change.  I 
looked  into  the  henhouse  and  under  their  perches 
and  found  the  trouble.  Bunches  of  red  lice  on 
lower  part  of  the  roosts.  I  assure  you  I  went  to 
work  at  once,  took  roosts  out  and  laid  them  on 
the  ground,  got  fresh  lime,  made  hot  wash  and 
washed  the  poles,  etc.,  all  over,  and  put  them 
back  in  the  evening.  No  doubt  the  fowls  had  a 
good  rest  once  more.  I  could  see  a  change  in 
their  appearance  in  two  days.  A  few  were  very 
sick  for  some  time.  I  do  not  think  I  will  be 
caught  that  way  again.  Hot  lime  wash  "settles 
their  hash"— the  lice. 

Sassafras  Oil  for  Lice.— J.  W.  Crise,  Forest 
Hill,  Indiana— "I  see  a  number  of  inquiries  in 
regard  to  diseased  chicks  and  fowls.  I  think 
lice  is  the  true  cause  in  many  instances,  and 
have  been  troubled  as  much  as  any  one,  and 
tried  everything  I  could  hear  of.  I  find  sassa- 
fras oil  used  on  t*i?  roost  is  more  effective  than 
anything  I've  ever- tried.  One  ounce  is  sufficient 
for  100  fowls.  This  amount  put  on  the  roosts 
will  last  a  long  time,  and  it  is  said  that  lice  will 
not  stay  where  it  is  used,  and  I  know  this  is 
true.  Sassafras  poles  for  perchers  would  be- 
preferable  if  convenient." 

Crude  Petroleum.— H.  J.  Fisher,  Akron,  O. — 
"I  notice  that  many  of  your  subscribers  are 
hanging  out  their  chicken  louse  banner,  asking 
aid,  etc.  (rive this  for  a  remedy:  Procure  crude 
petroleum,  and  a  whitewash  brush ;  go  to  work 
and  apply  the  oil  plentiful  to  the  inside  of  the 
coop,  nest,  and  perches.  No  chicken  lice  will 
apply,  and  those  in  the  vicinity  will  turn  up 
their  toes.  Very  lousy  birds  will  require  a  greas- 
ing with  the  oil.  Tar  paper,  sulphur,  etc.,  do  not 
compare  to  the  petroleum.  Again,  another  use 
of  petroleum :  For  each  bird  in  the  flock  add 
from  five  to  ten  drops  of  petroleum  to  bran 
mash,  feed  once  or  twice  daily,  and  chicken 
cholera,  will,  as  the  boys  say,  s"kip  out.  Crude 
petroleum  can  be  had  for  from  $1  to  $1.50  per 
barrel  near  oil  centres." 

What  an  Expert  Did  —  D.  C.  Meeker,  Denver,. 
Col.— "By  practical  experience  I  am  pretty  well 
schooled  in  looking  after  lice  and  dispatching 
them,  having  lost  about  200  chicks  last  June  and 
July  by  the  lice.  After  the  chicks  were  all 
dead  I  dived  into  the  lice  with  sulphur,  insect 
powder,  tobacco,  lard,  whitewash  and  fumiga- 
ting. The  lice  would  seem  to  breed  the  faster, 
so  my  better-half  applied  sweet  cream  to  the 
little  chicks  and  saved  a  few.  The  cream  does 
the  work,  but  makes  the  feathers  look  so  bad. 
"Well,  the  old  chicks  had  lots  of  lice  on  them,  so 
I  took  cedar  oil,  one  ounce  to  one  pint  of  crude 
machine  oil,  mixed  the  two,  and  then  wifth  a. 
small  oil  can  applied  it  to  the  back  of  the  head, 
under  the  wing,  and  on  the  back  nigh  the  tail. 
Well,  to  see  the  lice  hunting  for  more  favora- 
ble quarters  was  a  sight.  One  dose  cleaned 
them  out.  I  take  a  small  sprinkler  and  sprinkle- 
the  walls  and  floor  with  coal  oil  once  a  month. 
My  coops  are  cleaned  every  day,  and  once  a. 
week  I  give  the  walls  and  everything  a  general 
sweeping.  I  have  no  lice  now,  but  instead  of  a. 
flock  of  frizzly  chickens,  I  have  aflock  of  smooth, 
healthy  chicks.  For  the  nests  I  mix  one  ounce 
of  cedar  oil  with  one  pound  of  sulphur,  and  put: 
a  tablespoonful  to  each  nest,  so  I  think  I  am 
able  to  cope  with  the  lice  hereafter.  I  have 
warm  houses  and  about  as  nigh  frost-proof  as 
they  can  be  made  without  fire.  Our  altitude  is 
much  worse  for  the  business  than  in  the  Eastern 
States.  Lice  breed  by  the  millions;  the  air  is. 
dry  and  the  days  hot  in  summer,  but  the  nights 
cool.  The  soil  is  full  of  alkali,  making  it  neces- 
sary to  use  considerable  iron.  I  have  no  leg 
weakness.  I  think  one  good  thing  to  do  is  for 
all  that  purchase  stock  to  do  so  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  are  free  from  lice,  otherwise 
don't  ship  them.  If  they  do,  reship  atonce,  thus 
forcing  such  to  free  their  flock  of  lice.  By  pur- 
chasing stock  I  got  lice  by  the  millions,  so  in  the 
future  this  will  riot  occur  again  with  me." 

Tobacco  as  a  Remedy.— F.  H.  Putnam,  Elk 
Point,  Dakota.— "I  find  a  great  many  valuable 
articles  in  your  excellent  paper,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  an  indispensable  necessity  to  every 
poultry  keeper,  so  I  will  give  my  success  in  kill- 
ing chicken  lice.  I  have  about  350  old  chickens 
and  800  little  ones,  and  I  am  confident  every 
chicken  had  more  or  less  lice  on  them.  Now  for 
the  remedy:  I  took  two  pounds  of  Climax  plug 
tobacco  (any  brand  would  answer  the  same  pur- 
pose,) soaked  it  thirty-six  hours  in  three  gallons 
of  rain  water,  occasionally  pressing  it  to  obtain 
all  the  strength  possible  from  the  tobacco,  and 
then  turned  the  water  off  into  a  large  pail,  and 
with  an  old  whitewash  brush  I  covered  the  roosts 
and  nest  boxes  thoroughly  with  the  tobacco 
juice.  I  also  sprinkled  the  nests,  even  under 
the  sitting  hens,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  I  could 
not  find  a  single  chicken  louse  on  any  old  or 
young  chickens  that  I  examined,  and  am  confi- 
dent it  is  a  sure  destroyer  of  chicken  lice.  I  also 
had  quite  a  large  flock  of  young  Pekin  ducks, 
and  was  finding  one  or  two  dead  in  the  coop  in 
the  mornings,  but  since  using  the  tobacco  I  have 
not  lost  a  single  duck,  so  I  think  lice  was  the 
cause  of  their  dying  too.  If  you  think  this  reme- 
dy worth  publishing,  you  have  my  consent,  as  I 
am  anxious  to  hear  from  others,  and  hope  they 
will  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  your  paper, 
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and  by  so  doing  help  each  other  in  a  business  in 
which  so  many  are  engaged,  and  which  is  yet  in 
its  infancy." 

Mites  and  Sore  Heads—  Mrs.  A.  L.  Lewton, 
Altamonte,  111.—-'  We  have  found  a  cure  for 
both  mites  and  sore  heads,  and  hasten  to  send 
the  news  to  the  P.  K.  For  mites  use  tobacco, 
ground  fine,  or  what  is  here  called  'tobacco 
meal.'  Nobody  can  possibly  have  mites  worse 
than  Southern  poultry  raisers,  for  our  climate 
favors  their  increase,  and  yet  they  can  be  driv- 
en away  even  here.  If  the  house  is  badly  in- 
fested, take  a  bucket  of  water  in  which  is 
stirred  some  crude  carbolic  acid,  and  with  a 
small  cup  fling  the  solution  around  everywhere; 
then,  while  everything  is  still  wet,  fling  around 
the  'tobacco  meal.'  Clean  out  the  nests  and 
make  up  afresh,  putting  in  plenty  of  meal,  espe- 
cially under  sitting  hens.  We  had  martens 
building  in  our  porch,  and  our  house  and  cloth- 
ing became  infeste  i  with  these  pests,  until  we 
were  driven  nearly  wild.  One  thorough  appli- 
cation drove  them' off.  not  to  return.  For  sore 
heads  use  coal  tar.  Put  it  on  thickly, being  care- 
ful not  to  get  any  in  the  eyes.  We  also  use  it 
when  young  chicks  get  badly  picked  on  the  head 
by  older  ones.  Cover  the  scire  spot  with  the  tar, 
and  as  the  other  chickens  do  not  like  the  tar 
they  will  let  the  afflicted  part  alone,  and  in  due 
time  the  tar  will  fall  off,  leaving  a  new,  healthy 
skin  beneath.  These  are  tested  remedies." 

Kerosene  Settled  27iem.— N.  G.  Vreeland,  Pas- 
saic, N.  J.—"  1  am  constrained  to  give  you  a 
short  account  of  my  first  and  last  experience 
with  hen  lice  and  their  twin  nuisance,  the  red 
mites,  during  mv  first  attempts  at  raising  chick- 
ens. Never  before,  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
oldest  inhabitant,  have  chickens  been  kept 
within  gun  shot  of  my  present  location;  there- 
fore, my  conclusion  is  that  the  invaders  must 
have  come  with  the  fowls,  which  were  full  blood 
Plymouth  llocks.and  which  were  procured  from 
Ohio.  About  two  weeks  after  I  placed  them  in 
their  new  home  1  found,  after  my  morning,  noon 
and  evening  visits,  that  I  never  left  the  house 
without  being  accompanied  by  a  lively  escort, 
which  were  generally  of  a  grayish  color,  and  ex- 
ceedingly active  and  enterprising  in  exploring 
various  portions  of  my  epidermis.  Investigation 
showed  the  nature  of' the  trouble,  and  on  exami- 
ning the  roost  I  found  bunches  of  the  red  mites 
in  every  joint  and  corner,  and  under  the  ends  of 
the  floor  boards.  I  immediately  procured  the 
kerosene  oil  can/ind  used  the  contents  liberally. 
A  day  or  two  afterward  I  found  a  few  more 
stragglers,  and  gave  them  another  grand  ban- 
quet of  oil  de  kerosene,  mid  dusted  the  floors 
with  insnet  powder.  Since  that  time,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  I  have  not  seen  the  sign  of  a 
louse' or  a  mite,  and  must  therefore  conclude 
that  the  remedy  was  effectual. .  The  means  I 
have  indicated  are  at  every  one's  hand,  and  I 
hope  that  my  experience  will  prove  of  benefit  to 
some  of  my  brothers  in  the  poultry  business." 

Hot  Lye  Will  Do  It—  Mrs.  I.  Stedman,  Miami, 
Indiana. — "The  best  tiling  I  ever  found  to  rid  a 
hen  house  of  chicken  lice  was  to, scrub  the  walls 
and  floors  with  strong  lye,  btT'n'g  hot.  You  can 
get  it  in  every  crack,  and  behind  the  nail  lies." 

Hot  Soapsuds  Tried— TAiucv  Putnam,  Sheldon, 
Mo.— '-Take  coal  oil  (kerosene)  and  milk,  and 
put  that  in  hot  soap  siuN.  V.  :i  scald  thehous". 
Whitewash  with  good  I'm  \  a  !  ling  coal  oil  and 
milk  to  the  lime.  Co  I  i  i  (!  en  sow)  will  mix 
with  milk  but  not  with  wafer,  but  the  mix+v  e 
can  be  added  to  water.  Bed  begs  always  remain 
in  the  house,  or  under  the  roosts.  They  willki.l 
chicks.  Use  portable  roosts  and  nests  always. 
Lice  and  bed  bugs  are  nearly  a' ways  present, 
even  when  you  least  expect  such  ;obe  the  case." 

Don't  Grease  with  Kerosene.—^  Irs.  E.  C.  Rice, 
box  351,  South  Framingham,  Mass. — "Please 
caution  your  readers  against  the  use  of  kerosene 
applied  outwardly  on  the  fowls.  I  had  a 
Plymouth  Rock  millet  that  was  a  little  lame  in 
the  leg,  and  I  applied  kerosene  to  the  knee  joint. 
Two  days  later  I  killed  her,  and  in  pulling  the 
feathers  the  skin  peeled  off,  and  in  cutting  into 
the  flesh  it  had  turned  dark  wherever  the  kero- 
sene touched.  When  applied  on  the  heads  it  will 
leave  scabs,  or  callous  surfaces." 

How  to  Slaughter  the  Lice.— Mr.  W.  H.  Hib- 
bert,  Galveston,  Tex.— "If  any  one  will  try  my 
plan  for  lice  I  think  it  will  work.  Get  your 
druggist  to  put  one  ounce  of  oil  of  pennyroyal 
in  a  four-ounce  bottle,  and  filljthe  bottle  with 
lard  oil,  or  cotton-seed  oil,  and  as  soon  as  the 
chicks  come  out  of  the  nest  rub  the  least  bit  on 
the  top  of  the  heads.  Do  this  once  a  week  for 
four  weeks,  and  lice,  mites,  and  even  mosquitoes 
will  keep  away  from  the  chicks  or  young  turkeys. 
Have  tried  it  for  two  years,  and  it  is  good.  Lice 
and  mites  kill  more  chickens  than  cholera  or 
roup,  but  the  lice  do  not  get  the  credit  for  the 
damage.  Long  may  the  P.  K.  circulate.  It  is 
better  than  all  the  other  poultry  papers  com- 
bined." 

Sulphur et  of  Carbon. — Mr.  W.  W.  Blackslee, 
Jr.,  in  the  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend,  says.— "A 
reliable  means  of  ridding  the  hen-roost  and 
pigeonloft  of  vermin,  is  a  preparation  of  sulphur 
and  carbon,  technically  known  as  sulpuret  car- 
bon. In  France  it  has  been  thoroughly  tested, 
and  it  works  like  a  charm.  It  is  sure  death  to 
the  insects  which  prey  upon  pigeons  and  fowls, 
without  injuring  the  birds.  A  oottle  containing 
the  solution  will  last  several  days,  and  the  cost 
of  it  is  small.  Put  2  ozs.  of  the  sulphuret  carbon 


in  a  bottle,  open  at  the  mouth,  and  hang  it  by  a 
string  in  the  hen  house.  At  the  end  of  eight 
days  the  bottle  should  be  refilled.  The  remedy 
is  infallible,  and  should  be  known  to  every 
farmer's  wife  and  poultry  raiser  in  the  country." 

Snvff  as  a  Remedy  for  Mites.— Mv.  F,  D. 
Pooser,  Ocala,  Fla.:  "I  notice  a  great  many  per- 
sons giving  their  experience  with  mites.  In 
this  warm  climate  they  are  the  greatest  pests 
we  have.  I  have  found  a  sprinkling  of  snuff 
the  best  remedy  I  ever  used.  One  good  sprink- 
•  ling  in  the  nest'  for  sitting  hens  will  suffice,  as 
then  mites  and  vermin  of  any  kind  will  no 
longer  give  trouble." 

How  to  Prepare  Sulphur.— In  the  long  cata- 
logue of  questions  about  caring  for  fowls,  says  a 
correspondent  of  Farm  and  Ranch,  I  suppose 
this  question  is  propounded  more  frequently 
than  any  other,  at  this  season  of  the  year  es- 
pecially: "What  do  you  do  for  lice  on  your 
chickens  ?"  The  fact  is  until  this  season  I  have 
never  had  vermin  of  any  kind  in  my  yards,  and 
simply  because  I  have  never  failed  to  use  pre- 
cautionary measures  to  prevent  them,  by  the 
free  use  of  coal  tar  sprinkled  over  the  perches 
and  about  the  coops.  A  short  period  of  neglect 
developed  them  in  two  broods,  from  which  they 
were  effectually  removed  by  the  use  of  sulphur 
and  carbolic  acid.  Since  then  I  have  seen  the 
same  remedy  recommended  by  a  Western 
breeder  who  gives  these  proportions:  Flour  of 
sulphur,  five  pounds;  carbolic  acid  (liquid),  one 
drachm.  Rub  the  acid  in  the  sulphur  thorough- 
ly with  a  small  paddle,  and  apply  through  the 
fluff  and  feathers  of  the  hen  witli  the  hand,  and 
it  will  effectually  remove  all  kinds  of  vermin 
from  your  fow  s.  It  is  thoroughly  effectual,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  safe  application,  as  it  will 
not  interfere  with  the  hatching  of  eggs  or  en- 
danger the  life  of  the  chicks." 

Tobacco  and  Insect  Poicdcr  in  the  Nest. — 
W.  F.  Duredorf,  in  the  N.  H.  Mirror.—'1  To 
rid  your  sitting  lien  of  lice,  scatter  finely  chip- 
ped tobacco  in  the  nest,  and  when  she  is  on  the 
nest  take  pyrethruni,  or  buhach  powder  and 
scatter  it  along  from  her  head  down  along  her 
back,  gently  lifting  the  feathers.  Lift  the  wings 
and  scatter  the  powder  under  them  and  also  on 
her  breast  and  elsewhere.  The  trouble  is  in 
getting  the  powder  in  good  condition.  Drug 
and  other  stores  sometimes  keep  it  in  an  open 
jar,  and  it  loses  its  strength.  The  best  way  is  to 
blow  it  on  with  a  small  bellows."- 

Don't  Be  Fooled, — H.  C.  Walling,  Knights- 
town,  Indiana.— "I  am  under  lasting  gratitude 
to  you.  I  could  not  find  a  louse  on  place,  and 
did  not  dream  of  such  a  thing  being  present,  but 
when  you  wrote  me  to  look  on  the  heads  and 
throats  I  was  astonished." 

Symptoms  Deceiving.— A  lady.— "I  have  had 
as  high  as  150  chicks  at  a  time,  and  they  all  got 
stupid,  and  in  a  day  or  so  they  would  die.  I  did 
not  know  what  was  wrong  with  them.  I  only 
raised  about  27  of  them.  They  would  fall  back- 
wards and  stage-er  all  around,  and  the  first  thing 
I  would  know  they  would  be  dead.  I  examined 
them,  and  found  lice  on  their  heads  and  under 
their  wings." 

Lice  and  Gapes  Destroyed.— Dr.  T.  B.  Spald- 
ing, in  Fanciers'  Weekly  Review,  says:— "I 
promised  you  a  specific  against  all  maimer  of 
mischievous  insects  thatinfest  the  poultry  house 
and  nests.  Something  safer  and  surer  and  more 
convenient  than  fumigation  or  whitewash,  and 
so  speedy  and  simple  that  when  once  employed 
the  poultryman  fastens  his  hold  upon  it  as  an 
entirely  satisfactory  specific.  I  take  for  600 
square  feet  of  house  room,  one  half  bushel  of 
lime,  place  it  in  a  box  in  the  open  air  and 
sprinkle  with  water  and  secure  complete  pul- 
verization, in  other  words,  slake  the  lime  per- 
fectly, let  it  get  entirely  cool  and  then  to  this 
half  bushel  of  pulverized  lime  add  ten  pounds  of 
sulphur  and  one  ounce  ffuid  carbolic  acid  and 
stir  the  whole  with  a  stick  until  well-mixed, 
then  it  can  be  safely  handled  with  the  hand. 
After  sweeping  out  the  hen  house  drive  out  all 
the  birds,  close  all  the  doors  and  windows  and 
begin  at  the  further  end  and  walk  backward, 
scattering  the  mixture  freely  all  over  the  floor 
and  through  the  air  onto  the  perches  and  into 
the  nests  everywhere  thoroughly,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  dense  the  cloud  of  medicat- 
ed dust  that  will  hang  suspended  throughout  the 
whole  interior  of  the  house.  Gradually  it  settles 
everywhere,  in  every  crack  and  crevice  and 
wherever  it  reaches  a  hen  louse  or  other  insect 
he  retires  irom  business  permanently.  It  puri- 
fies as  if  by  fire.  I  think  there  is  nothing  on 
earth  equal  to  it  for  thoroughness,  cheapness  and 
expedition.  If  the  chicks  have  Roup  leave  them 
in  the  house  and  let  them  stem  the  storm,  it 
won't  kill  nor  hurt  them,  but  the  sneezing  will 
be  terrific  and  every  particle  of  mucous  that  has 
accumulated  in  the  air  passages  and  throat  will 
be  expelled  and  the  medicated  dust  will  reach 
every  portion  of  the  membrane  and  cure  it  too. 
But  Gapes;  that  is  the  deadliest  shot  on  Gapes 
one  could  imagine.  It  kills  the  worms  in  the  air 
passages  and  makes  the  chick  cough  them  up 
and  so  cures  the  case  at  once.  No  horse  hairs 
and  feathers  dipped  5n  turpentine  nor  tobacco 
fumigations,  all  of  which  will  endanger  the  life 
of  the  chicks,  but  this  medication  is  not  only 
safer  and  cheaper  but  surer,  indeed  it  is  a  posi- 
tive specific.  Now  Mr.  Editor,  when  you  can 
publish  to  the  world  from  positive  experience  a 


remedy  that  is  entirely  harmless  and  at  the  same 
time  a  specific  against  ace  and  Gapes,  you  have 
or  should  have  an  influence  in  the  poultry  yards 
of  the  United  States." 

We  have  given  the  above  from  our  readers,  as 
evidence  and  experience  are  always  valuable. 
Perhaps  we  have  given  too  much,  but  if  so  it  is 
because  we  aim  to  give  you  the  value  of  a  year's 
subscription  in  each  issue.  Now  we  will  con- 
dense it  for  easy  reference,  and  give  you 

LICE  IN  A  NUTSHELL. 

1.  When  chicks  droop,  and  appear  sick  with- 
[  out  cause,  especially  in  summer,  look  for  lice 

(not  the  little  red  mites)  but  the  large  grey  body 
lice  on  the  heads  and  necks. 

2.  If  you  find  them  use  a  few  drops  of  grease 
of  any  kind .  A  teaspoonful  of  oil  of  pennyroyal 
to  a  cup  of  lard  is  excellent 

3.  Look  under  the  wings  for  the  red  lice,  but 
use  only  a  few  drops  of  the  lard. 

4.  Never  grease  the  bodies  of  chicks  unless 
lightly,  as  grease  will  often  kill  them. 

5.  Never  use  kerosene  on  chicks,  unless  it  be  a 
teaspoonful  of  kerosene  to  a  teacup  of  lard,  as  it 
is  irritating. 

6.  Crude  petroleum  is  always  excellent,  and 
serves  as  a  liniment,  but  mix  it  with  twice  its 
quantity  of  lard. 

7.  Keep  the  dust  bath  alwavs  ready.  Use  dry 
j  dirt  or  sifted  coal  ashes.   Adit  carbolate  of  lime, 

Persian  insect  powder,  or  oil  of  pennyroyal  to 
the  dirt. 

8.  To  rid  the  house  of  lice  sprinkle  coal  oil 
everywhere — floor,  walls,  roosts,  yards,  roof,  in- 
side and  outside,  and  repeat  ol'U  ii. 

9.  Dust  insect  powder  in  the  feathers,  and  be 
sure  it  is  fresh  and  good. 

10.  Put  insect  powder  and  tobacco  dust  in  the 
nests.  Never  pour  grease  in  the  nests.  Clean 
them  out  every  week. 

11.  Even  when  no  lice  may  be  present  use  the 
sprinkler  of  kerosene  at  least  once-a  week :  and 
keep  the  roosts  always  saturated. 

12.  No  matter  how  clean  things  may  appear 
look  for  the  large  lice  on  the  heads,  throats  and 
vents. 

13.  Lice  abound  both  in  winter  and  summer, 
but  more  especially  in  summer. 

14.  One  half  the  chicks  and  young  turkeys  die 
1  from  lice.  Chicks  or  turkeys  with  hens  or  tur- 

!  key  hens  always  have  lice,  ( either  the  mites  or 
large  lice.)   Remember  that. 

15.  Carbolate  of  lime  is  the  cheapest  powder  to 
use  for  dustingover  the  floors  and  walls. 

16.  Always  aim  to  get  the  solutions  or  powders 
into  the  cracks  and  crevices. 

17.  The  easiest  and  best  way  to  whitewash  is 
with  a  force  pump.  They  are  now  made  to  force 
water  from  a  bucket. 

18.  When  your  chicks  have  bowel  disease  look 
for  the  big  lice. 

19.  No  mites  need  be  present  where  plenty  of 
coal  oil  and  carbolic  acid  are  used. 

20.  Lice  means  work.  Repeat  these  precau- 
tions and  reniedies/i-e</we«M2/. 
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[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out ;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
m'it  us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 

Mr.  Benjamin's  Coop.— Mr.  Legrand  Benja- 
min, Morris,  New  York. — "I  think  each  paper 
woith  a  year's  subscription.  I  have  just  com- 
pleted aii  exhibition  coop  (or  house.)  It  is  about 
4x6  feet  on  the  ground,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
It  has  four  coops  in  each  story,  making  twelve 
in  all.  The  outside  is  made  of  cherry.  It  is 
composed  of  slats  two  inches  wide  and  five- 
eighths  of  an  incli  thick,  forty-eight  slats  being- 
iii  each  story.  The  slats  are  formed  into  sails, 
and  the  sides  are  secured  to  hard  wood  posts. 
The  floors  and  partitions  are  of  chestnut,  being 
put  together  by  a  two-inch  strip  grooved  to  re- 
ceive them,  the  object  of  this  being  to  hold  the 
boards  in  place  and  keep  them  from  warping;  in 
this  way  it  not  being  necessary  to  nail  the  parti- 
tions. I  fasten  the  strips  to  the  sides  or  bottom 
which  makes  them  secure.  The  roof  is  shingled. 
The  door  of  the  coop  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  the  outside.  The  coop  is  valued  at  $50." 

A  Sure  Cure  for  Roup.— Mr.  C.  A.  Axline, 
Fultonham,  O. — "Thinking  this  cure  might  be  of 
some  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  P.  K.,  Pjsend 
it.  I  have  some  fine  White  Minorca  fowls  which 
were  attacked  with  roup.  I  tried  several  reme- 
dies but  found  no  cure  until  I  put  turpentine  on 
their  heads,  which  cured  them  in  a  few  days, 
and  they  are  now  laying.  The  cure  is  cheap 
and  harmless."  [It  may  have  been  lice  that 
were  doing  the  damage ;  that  is,  the  large  grey 
lice  on  the  heads.— Ed.] 

Cholera.— Mrs.  S.  A.  Brown,  Okemos,  Mich. 
—"Here  is  my  cure  for  chicken  cholera.  I  have 
just  cured  two  hens.  As  soon  as  I  find  them. 
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sick  I  give  them  a  half  teaspoonful  of 
kerosene  oil,  and  four  hours  after  I  give 
a  condition  powder  composed  of  rosin, 
alum,  salt,  two  ounces  each,  copperas  and 
cayenne  pepper,  one  ounce  each.  Give  one 
tablespoonful  to  ten  hens.  I  give  it  in  cooked 
meal  if  the  crop  is  empty,  hut  if  not  I  dissolve  a 
teaspoonful  in  water,  or  about  what  you  can 
lay  on  a  penny.  Give  once  or  twice  a  week,  to 
old  and  young.  I  give  the  kerosene  every  other 
day." 

The  Best  Guide— Mr.  G.  B.  Redmond,  Way- 
land,  N.  Y..— "I  would  not  know  how  to  keep 
my  hens  in  good  laying  condition  without  the 
■advice  obtained  from  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Will  Keep  1000  Hens— Mr.  C.  A  Sharp, 
Loekport,  N.  Y.— "I  expect  to  keep  1000  hens 
this  winter  and  more  next  year.  We  have 
brought  over  from  England  some  White  and 
Black  Minorcas.  They  laid  coming  over,  laid 
while  being  expressed  on  cars,  and  have  laid 
"well,  since.  The  eggs  run  about  two  pounds  to 
the  dozen." 

A  Good  Cross.— Mr.  L.  S  Hoyt,West  Liberty, 
Iowa. — "We  have  a  chick  that  shows  the  correct 
cross  for  weight.  The  mother  is  half  Leghorn 
and  Partridge  Cochin,  and  the  father  a  Wyan- 
dotte. The  chick  weighed  two  pounds  when 
eight  weeks  old.  It  has  a  rose  comb,  black  head 
and  breast,  back  and  wing  feathers  edged  with 
red  and  yellow.  Legs  feathered,  and  yellow  as 
gold.  I  think  it  a  good  cross." 

Curing  the  Turkey  of  Roup.— Mr.  John  J. 
Collins,  Hyannis,  Mass. — "When  I  wrote  you 
about  my  gobbler's  eye  swelling  I  saw  nothing 
to  indicate  roup,  but  the  eye  was  watering  con- 
siderable. A  day  or  two  afterward  I  saw  that 
-vaseline  was  doing  no  good,  and  on  seeing  bub- 
bles appear  in  the  corner  of  the  eye  I  took 
"bromo-chloralum  and  water,  equal  parts,  and 
injected  it  in  his  nostrils,  and  bathed  the  swell- 
ing with  boracic  acid  (half  teaspoonful  to  a  cup 
■of  water  )  morning  and  night.  At  night  gave 
him  two  pills  made  of  soap  and  red  pepper. 
Next  morning  he  was  better,  swelling  down 
•considerable,  so  I  gave  another  pill  the  next 
night,  and  continued  the  wash  and  injection. 
Thanks  for  your  assistance." 

TnE  Weasels  at  Work.— M-.  N.  A.  Kearns, 
Tairmount,  Indiana— "I  have  15  hens— P.Rocks, 
•Golden  Sebrights,  and  Buff  Cochins.  Have 
raised  100  young  chicks,  but  am  now  losing  so 
anany  :b!r  tOa-at  cunning  enemy,  the  weasel,  that 
any  prospects  are  not  very  good.  What  can  I 
«3o  to  save  them !  The  weasels  come  right  into 
my  yard!  and  kill  the  chicks  and  ducks.  One  of 
my  P.  Rock  liens  dropped  a  three-yolk  egg  a  few 
days  ago.  Have  had  three  numbersof  the  P.  K.. 
and  would  not  be  without  it  at  $5  peryear." 
i[Try  some  mode  of  poisoning  the  weasels — Ed.] 

Expedience  for  the  Year.— Mr.  S.  Stevens, 
"box  38,  Newark,  N.  Y: — "I  commenced  the  first 
of  last  January,  and  bought  twopulletsand  a 
rooster.  P.  Rocks,  for  75  cents  a  piece.  In  two 
"weeks  they  began  to  lay,  and  I  bought  two  more 
pullets,  the  24th  of  February.  Then  I  bought 
two  hens,  all  from  the  same  man,  the  first  two 
then  sitting.  I  then  bought  till  I  had  nine.  I 
now  have  nine  hens,  one  rooster,  110  chicks  and 
11  ducks,  and  the  hens  still  laying,  which  I  think 
very  good  for  a  beginner.  I  have  a  hogshead 
turned  bottom  side  up.  with  a  pane  of  glass  in  it, 
for  a  henhouse.  Have  March  chicks  now  (June) 
that  weigh  1%  pounds.  I  could  not  do  without 
the  P.  K." 

He  Goes  fop.  Dr.  Robinson.— Mr.  H.  C.  Hunt, 
San  Jose,  111— "Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson,  Morristown, 
Indiana,  asserts  that  White  Leghorns  are  only 
•sports  from  the  Browns.  Now,  Dr.  can  you. prove 
it?  Have  you  a  Leghorn  history?  It 'is  hard  to 
set  blood  out  of  a  turnip.  When  a  Brown  won't 

?;et  a  white  feather  on  them  where  will  you  get 
he  first  white  feather?  Paint  it,  I  suppose. 
You  may  say  this  of  White  P.  Rocks,  W.  Javas, 
or  White  Wyandottes,  as  th°re  are  spotted  birds 
to  get  the  white  from.  P.  Rocks  have  white  with 
"blue,  and  Javas  white  with  black,  which  gives 
them  a  'catch  on.'  I  breed  several  varieties, 
and  if  you  or  any  other  breeder  sent  me  a  Brown 
Leghorn  with  a  white  feather  it  would  go  back 
to  you.  The  whites  are  my  choice,  as  I  have 
tested  them  for  years." 

What  a  Novice  Did— Mr.  Wm.  Wickhnm, 
"Brewerton,  N.  Y— "I  am  a  novice  in  the  poultry 
"business,  but  wish  to  inform  you  how  I  did.  June 
10th,  1886, 1  bought  two  sitting  liens  and  30  egsrs. 
One  hen  hatched  12  and  tlie  other  13  chicks, 
which,  with  gentle  care  at  the  hands  of  my  wife, 
grew  to  full  estate.  Out  of  the  25  there  were  12 
pullets.  I  bought  six  more  pullets,  which  made 
me  18  pullets  and  the  two  mother  hens,  which 
made  20  in  all.  I  built  me  a  henhouse  12x16  feet, 
8  feet  at  front  and  5  at  back,  with  large  window. 
Covered  inside  and  out  with  tarred  paper.  The 
first  of  December  the  20  hens  began  to  lay  and 
have  missed  only  two  days  since.  I  charged 
them  with  all  expenses,  and  credited  them  for  all 
received  as  eggs  or  fowls,  and  here  is  the  ac- 
counts—Total number  eggs  layed  1541  (or  128% 
dozen),  an  average  of  77eggs  per  hen  to  this  date 
(June  13) :  average  price  18  cents  per  dozen  for 
eggs;  net  profit  $8.98.  with  31  half  grown  chicks 
and  a  barrel  of  grain  on  hand  they  paid  for, 
which  is  a  good  showing  for  my  first  experience. 
I  find  the  Poultry  Keeper  of  great  value." 

Heating  a  Poultry  House.  —  Mr.  A.  M. 
Fogg,  E.  Hebron,  Me.— "I  have  a  poultry  house 


12x32  feet,  two  stories,  but  in  winter  with  the 
best  I  can  do  the  mercury  falls  below  freezing. 
I  have  a  plan  which  I  think  will  overcome  the 
difficulty.  It  is  this.  Fit  a  room  in  one  end  of 
the  building  for  a  supply  and  cook  room,  and 
place  in  it  a  large  Monitor  box  stove  to  cook  on. 
Lay  a  cement  pipe  six  inches  in  diameter  the 
entire  length  on  the  floor,  the  pipe  to  be  boxed 
and  covered  with  sand  to  the  depth  of  one  or 
two  inches,  with  pipe  terminating  in  a  chimney 
leading  out  of  roof.  [It  is  a  good  plan.— Ed.]  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  chicks  in  the 
brooder.  I  have  used  brooders  and  hens  this 
season,  and  favor  the  brooder.  In  the  first  place, 
the  chicks  get  all  vou  give  them— no  old  hen  to 
gobble  all.  It  is  also  less  trouble.  When  you  go 
to  feed  them  they  are  ail  there,  and  you  know 
just  where  to  find  them." 

Sudden  Deaths.— Mr.F.A.  Mitchell,  Kokomo, 
Indiana.— "Am  breeding  Partridge  Cochins,  and 
have  a  fine  lot  of  them.  This  morning  all  ate  as 
usual,  and  I  did  not  see  anything  wrong,  but  at 
noon  I  found  12  dead.  First  the  rooster,  a  fine 
bird,  unable  to  stand,  throwing  his  head  wildly 
about,  and  dying  in  half  an  hour,  with  struggles, 
the  comb  and  wattles  turning  black.  Next  two 
young  pullets,  and  so  on.  I  have  no  disease 
among  them.  When  first  attacked  they  seem 
dizzy  and  stagger,  but  eat  at  the  same  time, 
then  drop,  and  flop  around  until  they  die."— [It 
may  be  due  to  apoplexy,  especially  if  they  are 
fat,  or  poison  may  be  the  cause.  Salt  in  excess 
will  also  cause  the  same  symptoms.— Ed.] 

The  Cream.— Mr.  M.  Galbreath,  Wilmot,  In- 
diana.— "Have  heard  that  the  P.  K.  is  the  cream 
of  Poultry  literature.  In  my  opinion  it  is  the 
very  essence.  I  deem  each  issue  worth  many 
times  the  price  for  a  year.  Would  like  a  vote 
on  which  is  the  best  general  purpose  fowl.  My 
vote  would  be  for  the  P.  Rock  or  Wyandotte, 
the  latter  having  the  advantage  of  low  comb. 
Also,  which  is  the  better  way  of  reaching  the 
public,  exhibiting  or  advertising.  I  vote  by  ad- 
vertising, but  both  are  good,  being  twin  broth- 
ers." 

Don't  Feed  Chicks  too  Soon.— Mr.  R.  E. 
Wilson,  77  Sumner  Street,  Auburn,  N.  Y.— "  I 
am  much  pleased  with  the  P.  K.,  it  being  very 
handy  as  a  book-  of  reference.  I  had  quite  a 
number  of  chicks  to  die  from  what  appeared  to 
be  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  I  changed  the 
food  several  times,  but  it  made  no  difference.  I 
saw  something  in  the  P.  K.  about  feeding  chicks 
when  first  hatched,  ana  concluded  such  was  my 
trouble,  but  since  then  I  give  no  food  until  the 
third  aay,  and  have  not  lost  one  since  from  bow- 
el disease.  I  cut  some  of  them  open  and  found 
the  absorbed  yolk  in  them  after  they  had  been 
hatched  a  week.  It  was  as  hard  and  tough  as 
sole  leather.  I  use  brooders,  and  take  the  chicks 
from  the  hens  as  soon  as  hatched.  It  is  not  as 
much  trouble  to  raise  chicks  with  brooders  as 
with  hens.  I  had  a  hen  with  roup.  Gave  her 
alum  and  castor  oil.  Two  doses  cured  her."  [The 
above  is  very  important  and  shows  that  chicks 
should  not  be  fed  too  soon  after  being  hatched. 
Ed.] 

Cured  in  One  Dose.— Mr.  John  J.  Collins, 
Hyannis,  Mass.,  in  addition  to  another  letter 
elsewhere,  writes  :  "I  have  a  two-months-old 
turkey  that  had  the  sore  throat.  I  tried  carbolic 
acid  and  kerosene,  two  drops  each  in  a  spoon- 
ful of  water,  giving  him  half  a  spoonful,  and 
it  cured  him  after  one  dose.  I  give  red  pepper 
and  mustard  to  turkeys  in  the  soft  food  when 
they  appear  droopy,  and  it  seems  to  work 
splendidly.  I  find  that  I  lost  the  most  of  them 
that  diedDy  not  keeping  lice  away  from  them, 
although  thinking  I  was  doing  so.  I  appreciate 
your  paper,  and  could  not  do  without  it.  and  it 
is  to  me  the  most  valuable  of  household  publica- 
tions to  be  had.'' 

Has  the  Incubator  Company  Gone  Wrong. 
— Mrs.  Lander,  Bank  street,  Ottawa,  Can  — 
"There  is  soniething  wrong  with  the  Champion 
Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Quincy,  111.,  as  I  got  one 
or  two  letters  from  G.  H.  Stahl,  saying  he  was 
the  inventor  and  the  only  one  to  apply  to.  Then 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  Champion  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  saving  they  were  the  only  ones 
that  had  the  right  to  sell,  and  that  the  other 
party  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  Champion 
Manufacturing  Co.,  have  never  paid  me  the 
$9.50  too  much  I  sent  them." 

A  Gape  Cure.— Mr.  Benfer.  Huntington,  O  — 
"I  wish  to  give  a  cure  for  gapes  in  little  chicks. 
Fill  a  pipe  with  tobacco,  put  the  stem  in  the 
chick's  mouth  after  lighting  it,  and  blow  in  the 
bowl  of  the  pipe.  Make  them  inhale  it  well." 

The  Total  for  the  Wyandotte.—  '  I  wrote 
you  in  May  giving  you  the  number  of  eggs  a 
Wyandotte  "pullet  had  layed  up  to  that  time,  and 
asked  if  it  was  usual  for  the  Wyandotte  to  lay 
so  many  eggs,  but  I  see  nothing  of  it  in  the  P.  K. 
in  reply,  to  this  dale  (July  14th.)  The  same  pul- 
let has!  up  to  present  date,  layed  183  eggs  since 
Dec.  15th.  She  was  a  year  old  in  June."  [Your 
letter  was  published.  The  number  is  very  un- 
usual, and  far  above  the  average.— Ed] 

Can't  Scare  Him  Off— Mr.  H.  G.  Carter, 
Erie  below  6th  street.  Philadelphia,  Pa. — "I 
don't  care  if  you  do  send  me  the  P.  K.  with 
"your  subscription  expires  this  month,"  for  I 
will  have  it.  I  must  renew  or  lose  all  my 
chickens.  It  is  a  gem,  and  has  saved  me  many 


dollars.  My  fowls  had  roup,  and  my  chicks  had 
gapes,  but  I  found  a  couple  of  receipts  that  kill- 
ed the  diseases  and  saved  the  birds.  Mark 
again  when  my  time  expires." 

The  Boy's  Work.— Master  T.  W.  Wade.Blake- 
ly,  Ga— "I  am  only  fourteen  years  old,  but  take 
an  interest  in  all  kinds  of  poultry.  I  have  now  on 
hand  thirty-two  fine  Plymouth  Rocks  and  twenty- 
one  Bronze  turkeys,  as  I  bought  a  splendid  trio 
of  Bronze  turkeys  in  February,  and  raised 
eighteen  young  ones,  which  I  think  is  doing  well 
for  a  beginner." 

A  Few  Difficulties.— Mr.  H.  W.  Leopold, 
Philipsburg,  Montana.— "I  have  never  yet  seen 
a  copy  of  the  P.  K.  that  was  not  well  worth  50 
cents.  I  have  made  an  entire  failure  with  a  100- 
egg  incubator,  and  I  had  it  filled  with  expensive 
eggs  from  the  East,  and  I  claim  that  I  handled 
it  intelligently.  I  will  try  it  once  more,  and 
then  "look  out  Mr.  Incubator  Manufacturer."  I 
have  also  been  "knocked  out"  by  a  much  adver- 
tised chicken  man  in  Indiana,  but  am  patiently 
waiting  to  have  him  make  it  all  right  before  I 
ventilate  him." 

Cholera  Cure— G.  W.  Owen,  Cleo,  Kan.— "I 
saw  several  receipts  for  chicken  cholera  in  the 
P.  K.,  and  thought  I  would  give  another.  Take 
five  cents  worth  each  of  copperas,  borax,  blue 
vitriol,  cayenne  pepper,  and  saltpetre.  Mix  one 
tablespoonful  each  of  the  borax,  vitriol,  saltpetre, 
and  copperas  in  a  gallon  of  water,  and  use  the 
water  for  wetting  bran.  To  a  water  bucket  full 
of  the  food  add  a  teaspoonful  of  the  pepper,  and 
put  the  food  where  they  can  get  it."  • 

Experience  on  a  City  Lot.— Mr.  J.  L.  Hart, 
San  Antonio,  Tex. — "I  am  largely  indebted  to 
the  P.  K.  for  what  little  I  know  about  poultry. 
Having  prepared  a  comfortable  poultry  house, 
about  8x12  feet,  on  a  city  lot,  I  bought  nine  hens 
and  a  rooster  on  Feb.  19.  They  did  not  com- 
mence to  lay  until  the  21st.  and  on  March  21st 
my  account  shows  137  eggs  from  the  nine  hens. 
The  feed  cost  $1.50.  I  feed  all  they  can  eat  twice 
a  day.  I  feed  m^at  occasionally.  They  have 
plenty  of  grass,  of  which  they  eat  freely.  I 
sprinkle  ashes  under  the  roost,  and  clean  out 
once  a  week.  The  house  is  so  constructed  as  to 
confine  the  birds  in  bad  weather." 

Poultry  on  Full  Range.— Mr.  N.  H.  Kern, 
Koleen,  Indiana. — "I  have  had  some  experience 
with  poultry,  and  always  succeeded  best  when  I 
let  nature  take  her  course.  That  is,  I  give  my 
poultry  full  range,  let  the  hens  set  when  they  get 
ready,  and  don't  bother  them  when  they  are 
sitting,  and  they  usually  hatch  all  their  eggs.  I 
have  known  an  old  hen  to  hide  her  nest,  lay  a 
sitting  of  eggs,  and  hatch  all  of  them.  It  is  the 
same  way  with  turkeys,  pea  fowls,  and  geese.  I 
have  least  trouble  with  Plymouth  Rocks.  I  think 
they  are  really  the  farmers  fowl.  My  hens  this 
winter  did  not  lay  well.  I  fed  them  on  corn  and 
other  grain,  but  they  did  not  lay  until  April. 
What  do  you  think  is  the  cause  of  it.  [Too  much 
"nature"  in  winter.— Ed.]  I  take  all  the  leading 
poultry  papers,  but  the  Poultry  Keeper  out- 
shines them  all." 

A  Good  Way  to  Manage— Mr.  R.  E.  Edwards, 
Readsboro,  Vt. — "Last  October  I  partitioned  on 
a  room  in  my  barn  8x20  feet,  which  1  divided  into 
two  apartments  8x10  each.  The  nests  were  on 
the  floor,  ten  inches  above  them  was  a  shelf  for 
the  droppings,  and  over  this  a  roost,  the  whole 
being  arranged  so  as  to  be  taken  out.  I  put  a 
cock  and  10  hens  in  each  apartment.  The  floor 
is  kept  covered  with  clean  sawdust,  and  dry  ashes 
used  on  the  shelf  for  the  droppings,  which  are 
removed  every  three  days.  The  rooms  were 
whitewashed  twice  during  the  winter,using  car- 
bolic acid  in  the  whitewash.  The  rooms  were 
not  very  warm,  and  the  comb  of  one  of  the  cock- 
erels froze.  In  the  morning  I  feed  them  a  mash 
of  ground  corn  and  oats  (with  bone  meal  two  or 
three  times  a  week)  with  scrapings  from  the 
table  at  night,  and  whole  corn  sparingly,  which 
I  cover  up  with  sawdust  or  chaff  and  make  them 
scratch  for  it.  Since  letting  them  out  I  have 
omitted  the  corn.  Chopped  beets,  turnips,  ap- 
ples, and  milk  are  also  fed,  and  I  hang  up  a 
cabbage  for  them  to  pick.  Fresh  meat,  such  as 
liver,  lights,  etc.,  are  fed,  and  they  like  it  raw 
best.  Exercise  is  an  essential  point.  Water, 
with  boxes  of  ground  shells  and  gravel  are  al- 
ways before  them.  From  November  to  February 
they  layed  fifty  dozen  eggs,  which  sold  readily 
at  30  cents  per  dozen.  Thanks  to  Poultry 
Keeper,  I  am  satisfied  with  my  experiment." 

Simply  Grand.— Mrs.  S.  J.  Knight,  Benzonia, 
Mich— "Have  been  taking  the  P.  K.  since  a 
chance  copv  came  into  my  hand.  It  is  simply 
r/rand.  I  have  the  highest  kind  of  chicken 
fever,  and  always  loved  the  business.  This 
year  the  P.  K.  has  been  a  great  help.  I  started 
with  15  hens  and  one  rooster,  and  raised  over 
100  chickens.  Have  an  incubator  and  brooder 
for  next  year's  use.  Have  built  a  brooder  house 
10x10  feet,  like  plan  in  your  book.  "Poultry  for 
Profit,"  page  10,  and  am  building  a  poultry 
house  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Wilson,  which  you 
gave  in  the  P.  K.  Have  ordered  some  pure- 
bred fowls.  All  this  from  reading  the  P.  K. 
The  best  of  success  attend  you.  I  send  you  list 
of  names  for  samples. " 

Wants  a  Mystery  Cleared  Up.— Mr.  W.  L. 
Tobey,  Sandwich,  Mass.— "Have  kept  poultry 
for  many  years.  My  house  is  a  stone  one,  with 
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wood  roof,  and  I  manage  to  get  eggs  in  winter. 
Everybody  who  takes  the  Poultry  Keeper  will 
learn  what  to  feed  with  to  make  them  lay.  They 
are  all  going  to  have  it,Mr.Editor,as  every  farmer 
needs  it.  There  is  always  room  for  more  informa- 
tion in  any  business.  I  get  pure  stock  and  make 
my  own  crosses.  I  would  like  some  of  the  fancy 
poultrymen  who  claim  to  have  pure  Plymouth 
Bocks  to  state  how  they  get  in  their  long-leg- 
ged, feather-legged,  and  black-feathered  cock- 
erels, while  the  pullets  that  hatch  out  of  the 
same  sittings  are  apparently  all  right." 

Three  at  One  Time— E.  S.  R.,  Canton,  O.— "I 
have  a  Brahma  hen  that  has  laid  an  egg  with 
three  yolks.  She  often  lays  eggs  with  two  yolks." 
[Hen  is  too  fat.— Ed,] 

From  A  Little  Boy.— Master  E.  S.  Wooster, 
Homer,  N.  Y— "I  am  a  little  boy  not  yet  ten 
years  old,  but  I  like  to  read  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  My  papa  keeps  a  large  flock  of  White 
Leghorns— about  200.  We  sent  four  to  England. 
I  should  like  to  have  taken  the  trip  with  them, 
but  would  want  to  come  back  again.  We  have 
some  Rouen  ducks.  I  like  to  see  them  splash  in 
the  water.  I  have  a  pair  of  Jacobin  pigeons 
that  I  will  tell  you  of  sometime." 

An  Egg  Tester— Mr.  E.R.  Keeler,  173  Seven- 
teenth St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — "I  like  the  P.  K. 
very  much.  We  keep  a  number  of  chickens  on 
a  city  lot.  I  made  an  egg  tester  of  a  cigar  box. 
Made  a  hole  in  front,  at  which  to  place  the  egg, 
with  a  hole  on  top  and  at  bottom  so  that  the 
tester  can  be  placed  over  a  lamp,  with  the 
chimney  going  through  the  top.  We  have  a 
Monarch  Incubator  which  we  like  well."— [We 
will  give  an  illustration  of  the  tester,  either  in 
this  issue  or  the  next.  The  plan  given  is  a  good 
and  cheap  mode  of  making  an  egg  tester.— Ed.] 

Cured  the  Roup.— Mr.  AlvahG.Dorr,  Bucks- 
port,  Me. — "I  can  truly  say  I  am  much  pleased 
with  the  P.  K.  Some  of  my  pullets  were  taken 
sick  with  roup,  one  being  so  badly  off  that  I 
killed  it,  and  the  others  were  getting  to  be  in 
the  same  condition,  when  I  used  your  bromo- 
chloralum  cure,  which  resulted  in  a  well  and 
lively  flock  in  a  few  days.  I  might  have  saved 
the  first  pullet  also  had  I  used  the  receipt  on  her, 
but  I  am  thankful  I  lost  no  more,  I  feel  abund- 
antly paid  for  my  subscription,  and  wish  to  add 
my  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  P.  K." 

More  Heavy  Laying.— Mr.  P.  K.  Johnson, 
Charlotte,  Mich.— "My  P.  K,  at  hand  as  usual, 
and  full  of  valuable  information.  I  have  been 
trying  my  hand  at  the  poultry  business  for  the 
last  year  and  a  half,  and  commenced  with  13 
hens  and  one  cockerel.  From  these  I  raised  80 
chicks,  but  disposed  of  all  but  30  hens  and  two 
cockerels.  I  have  kept  track  of  the  eggs  since 
January  1st  to  the  present  time,  and  find  4480 
layed.  I  set  150  under  12  hens,  and  hatched  140 
good,  healthy  chicks.  I  am  going  to  start  in  with 
75  hens  this  winter." 

A  Wyandotte  Record.— Mr.  F.  A.  Powers, 
Norwalk,  O.— "I  have  been  keeping  the  record 
of  four  Wyandottes,  intending  to  withhold  my 
report  until  I  could  give  it  for  the  entire  year, 
but  two  of  them  were  killed  by  boys,  all  on  ac: 
count  of  the  "dog-goned"  dogs.  From  March  to 
October,  about  seven  months,  the  four  have 
layed  414  eggs,  besides  raising  two  broods  of 
chicks.  From  this  I  think  it  safe  to  estimate  600 
eggs  per  year,  which  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  of  the  family  of  layers.  My  experience 
with  other  varieties,  in  comparison  with  the 
Wyandottes,  leads  me  to  believe  that  they  are 
superior,  for  all  purposes,  to  any  fowl  in  the 
world." 

Experience  in  New  Hampshire.— Mr. 
James  T.  Colby,  W.  Springfield,  N.  H.— "I  keep 
a  few  hens  (P.  Rocks)  and  raise  a  few  chickens, 
but  have  no  convenient  place  for  making  poul- 
try a  business,  and  we  are  also  too  far  from 
market,  expressage  taking  all  the  profits.  The 
highest  price  paia  here  last  summer,  for  chick- 
ens, was  12  cents  per  pound  live  weight,  but 
now  they  bring  only  eight  cents  for  the  best. 
But  there  is  some  pleasure  in  seeing  them  grow 
up,  and  in  eating  them.  There  are  two  old  in- 
cubators in  our  town,  but  they  have  been  idle 
the  past  year,  preference  being  given  the  old 
hen.  Our  climate  is  too  cold  to  make  early 
chickens  pay,  as  it  requires  more  outlay  than 
their  bodies  will  bring." 

A  Big  Average— Dr.  J.  H.  Smith,  Dannem- 
ora,  N.  Y.— "In  the  spring  of  1885,  1  thought  to 
raise  some  chickens,  aim  bought  one  sitting  of 
Plymouth  Rock  eggs,  and  got  five  pullets,  one 
sitting  of  Light  Brahma  eggs,  and  got  two  pul- 
lets, one  sitting  of  Brown  Leghorn  eggs,  and  got 
one  pullet.  Bought  two  Bolton  Grey  pullets  and 
one  rooster,  making  ten  layers  in  all.  One  Ply- 
mouth Rock  pullet  began  to  lay  when  five  months 
old,  and  the  ten  layed  in  one  year  1710  eggs,  or 
171  per  hen.  During  that  time  two  pullets 
hatched  broods,  and  two  fooled  away  two  or 
three  weeks'  time.  Their  feed  was  varied — 
provender,  corn  and  oats  (ground  together)  a 
good  share  of  the  time  mixed  with  sour  milk, 
whole  grains  (corn,  wheat,  oats  and  buckwheat) 
with  scraps  from  the  house,  and  fresh  water. 
The  hens  were  confined  all  the  winter,  and  kept 
in  till  noon  through  the  summer,  otherwise  some 
of  them  would  steal  their  nests.  Is  this  average 
of  eggs  often  beaten?"  [It  is  not.— Ed.1 


Makes  Them  Pay— Mr.  S.  C.  Bennett,  602  E. 
Washington  street,  Bloomington,  111.— "I  keep 
chickens  on  a  small  scale,  but  hope  some  day  to 
have  them  in  larger  numbers.  I  have  Brown 
Leghorns,  P.  Rocks,  and  Black-breasted  Red 
game  Bantams.  From  12  P.  Rock  hens  I  raised 
43  chicks.  The  P.  Rocks  pay  the  cost  of  them- 
selves and  the  others.  I  like  the  P.  K.,  very 
much,  and  intend  to  have  it  as  long  as  I  live." 

Kentucky  Speaks.— Mr.  E.  C.  Taylor,  Bow- 
ling Green,  Ky— "Have  taken  the  P.  K.  for  two 
years  and  send  renewal.  We  raised  over  100 
chickens  this  year  from  15  hens,  besides  all  the 
eggs  we  could  use.  Feed  wheat  bran  and  corn 
meal  mixed.  Feed  on  clean  boards.  My  Brown 
Leghorns  began  to  lay  when  four  months  old. 
There  is  but  little  money  in  chickens  here  in 
Southern  Kentucky,  as  they  sell  for  about  15 
cents  each.  Eggs  7  cents  in  summer  and  20  to  25 
in  winter.  I  found  a  Leghorn  drooping,  comb 
pale,  legs  cold,  and  would  not  eat.  I  thought  I 
would  experiment,  so  I  gave  her  a  teaspoonful 
of  castor  oil,  and  next  day  gave  two  grains 
quinine  in  capsules.  She  soon  became  all  right 
and  lively." 

A  Simple  Remedy  for  Roup— Mr.  W.  V. 
Martin,  Wakefield  Station,  Va.— "As  I  notice  a 
great  many  are  giving  their  experience  in  regard 
to  different  diseases  of  fowls,  if  it  is  of  service  to 
your  readers  I  will  give  you  a  very  simple  remedy 
which  has  proved  successful  for  roup  in  my  flock. 
It  was  an  experiment  with  me,  but  it  cured  every 
case  upon  which  it  was  tried.  When  I  find  any 
of  them  with  roup  I  bathe  their  heads  with  kero- 
sene, and  give  them  five  or  six  drops,  on  bread, 
twice  a  day  of  Simmons  Liver  Regulator.  If 
they  are  too  far  gone  to  eat  the  bread  I  put  it 
down  their  throats.  I  am  not  wishing  a  free  ad- 
vertisement, as  I  have  nothing  to  sell,  but  I 
would  like  to  trade  some  game  fowls  for  a  collie 
or  mastiff  dog  or  puppy.  I  like  the  P.  K.,  very 
much."  [Our  correspondent  should  be  careful  in 
using  kerosene.  Crude  petroleum  is  better.  We 
do  not  consider  the  patent  medicine  mentioned 
a  cure  for  roup.  If  there  was  any  benefit  it  was 
from  the  kerosene— Ed.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


The  Trouble  With  The  Chicks. 

S.  R.  PYLES,  FLORENCE,  KY. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  comes  regularly  and  I 
think  it  is  the  best  poultry  journal  I  have  ever 
read,  and  for  those  who  are  learners  the  best  of 
any  published.  You  can  count  on  me  as  a  sub- 
scriber so  long  as  it  keeps  up  to  its  present 
standard.  It  is  the  only  poultry  paper  I  take, 
and  I  rely  on  its  advice  implicitly.  Will  cast 
my  vote  to  make  it  a  weekly  and  am  willing  to 
pay  $2.00  a  year  for  it  if  good  as  now.  Long  life 
and  prosperity  to  the  worthy  editor  and  the  P. 
K.  Would  like  to  ask  you  for  some  information, 
as  I  am  a  beginner  and  want  to  raise  chicks  for 
market,  if  can  make  a  success  of  it.  Commenced 
late  this  spring  with  25  hens  and  have  hatched 
about  325  chicks,  most  of  them  in  June.  Have 
tried  to  raise  them  in  home-made  brooders  and 
without  heat,  as  the  weather  is  so  warm,  but 
will  make  a  P.  K.  brooder  this  fall.  Will  give 
you  my  method  or  rather  experience  and  will 
ask  you  to  correct  and  put  me  on  the  right  track. 
Hatched  25  in  May,  which  grew  nicely,  no 
trouble ;  250  in  June,  the  first  week  O.  K.,  2d  and 
3d  week  they  began  to  droop  and  die.  On  ex- 
amination found  lice.  Applied  sulphur,  w  ith  20 
drops  carbolic  acid  and  60  drops  coal  oil  to  one 
pound  sulphur,  and  have  since  added  to  this 
one-half  pound  insect  powder  to  the  sulphur 
mixture,  and  applied  it  on  the  head,  and  all  over 
their  body  once  or  twice  a  week.  Have  fed  on 
corn,  bran,  oats,  ground,  with  a  little  vinegar 
and  soda  added,  and  baked  this  as  the  principal 
feed ;  oatmeal,  whole  wheat,  cracked  corn,  and 
table  scraps ;  also  crackers  and  crumbs.  Feed 
every  hour  or  two  the  first  week  and  two  or 
three  hours  thereafter.  Think  I  have  about  rid 
them  of  the  lice,  but  they  have  at  the  age  of  a 
week  or  ten  days  a  diarrhea,  and  sometimes  a 
bloody  mucus  like  dysentery  in  the  human  fam- 
ily. Gave  them  Douglass'  mixture,  tincture  of 
iron  and  ginger;  also  alum,  as  you  advised,  but 
nothing  seems  to  stop  it.  It  also  sticks  to 
feathers  at  the  vent.  Have  let  two  broods  go 
with  the  hens  and  they  seem  to  fare  no  better. 
Have  tried  everything  I  could  read  of  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  but  they  droop,  gasp 
for  breath  and  die,  lingering  from  one 
to  three  days.  What  is  the  trouble?  What  rem- 
edy and  wliat  is  the  disease?  All  do  not  have 
the  bloody  discharge,  but  a  soft  diarrhea.  Al- 
most all  colors.  I  have  tried  washing  it  off,  but 
with  do  better  success.  Have  lost  about  150,  and 
they  are  still  dying  at  the  rate  of  one  to  four  a 
day.  Any  advice  you  can  give  me  will  be  duly 
appreciated,  as  I  am  determined  to  make  a  suc- 
cess if  I  possibly  can.  Find  one  chick  to-day 
with  sore  mouth  and  tongue  and  gasping  for 
breath,  apparently  ulcerated.  What  causes 
this?" 

[The  difficulty  is  due  to  draughts  of  air  or 
the  large  grey  body  lice,  which  stick  close  to 
the  skin,  at  the  base  of  the  feathers,  on  the 
heads  and  necks.    Grease  heads,  necks,  and 


vents,  with  lard,  adding  10  drops  carbolic  acid  to- 
four  tablespoons  of  lard.  Do  not  grease  thee 
body.  Whenever  chicks  are  droopy,  orjhave 
bowel  disease,  look  for  the  large  lice,  (not  the 
little  mites.)  Ed.] 


A  Pullet  Lays  When  Ten  Weeks  Old. 

C.  S.  MORGAN,  TRENTON,  N.  J. 

For  the  benefit  of  your  many  readers  I  would 
like  to  note  down  a  few  incidents.  A  neighbor 
of  mine  showed  me  a  Minorca  pullet  hatched 
in  the  Monarch  Incubator  on  Jan.  10th,  1887, 
that  laid  her  first  egg  when  ten  weeks  and  one 
day  old,  and  had  laid  every  other  day  since. 
She  was  raised  with  other  chickens  in  his 
brooder  house.  I  had  a  touch  of  the  white 
breed  fever.  Got  thirty  eggs  from  a  good 
breeder.  Twenty-one  were  infertile.  The  bal- 
ance all  died  before  time  to  hatch.  Other  eggs 
beside  of  these  hatched  well.  Had  I  better  try 
again  ?  A  man  was  passing  my  place  and  en- 
gaged my  hired  man  in  conversation  about  the 
breed  of  fowls  kept,  which  are  light  brahnias, 
saying  "They  are  nothing  but  walking  corn 
cribs ;  they  will  eat  a  peck  at  a  feed  and  that 
just  balances  them  while  it  remains  in  the 
crop."  We  bought  an  incubator  last  spring  of 
the  manufacturer.  We  got  six  per  cent  off  from 
list  prices.  One  of  his  agents  has  just  informed 
me  that  he  would  have  given  me  ten  per  cent  off. 
Why  is  this  ?  Will  the  editor  please  give  us 
light  on  these  subjects? 

[Pullets  raised  in  brooders  lay  much  sooner 
than  when  brought  up  by  hens.  We  have  had 
them  to  lay  when  three  months  old.  The  eggs 
from  the  white  fowls  were  laid  by  hens  too 
closely  confined,  they  being  overfat.  The  re- 
mark about  the  Brahmas  was  untrue.  The 
manufacturer  who  gives  one  man  ten  per  cent, 
off  and  another  only  six  is  not  acting  on  busi- 
ness principles.— Ed.] 


A  Cure  for  Roup  and  Sore  Head. 

JOHN  marsh,  shobe's.  mo. 

I  see  that  some  of  your  subscribers  want  to» 
know  about  chicken  diseases  and  cures,  hence 
I  will  give  you  a  few  points  on  things  that  I  have 
used  for  a  number  of  years,  and  one  of  them  I 
have  never  seen  in  print.  I  have  cured  a  good 
many  fowls  for  others  as  well  as  myself,  but 
have  never  given  it  to  the  public  before.  I  see 
in  your  correspondence  a  lady  writing  from  the 
Sandwich  Islands  about  sore  heads.  Get  five  (5) 
cents  worth  of  sulphate  of  zinc  (white  vitriol ), 
and  as  it  is  poison  it  must  be  used  carefully,  and 
put  about  half  of  a  teaspoonful  in  an  old  tea  cup.. 
Then  put  in  about  %  cup  of  hot  water,  and  when 
it  is  dissolved,  and  cold  enough,  have  two  or 
three  pieces  of  clean  rag,  and  take  one  piece, 
dip  it  in  the  cup,  and  wash  the  head  and  eyes, 
good.  Then  take  another  piece  of  rag,  dip  in 
light,  then  put  it  on  your  forefinger,  and  swab 
inside  of  the  mouth  on  the  roof  and  throat.  This- 
should  be  done  night  and  morning,  and  is  very- 
good  for  roup,  etc.  I  give  my  fowls  Epsom  salts 
at  the  changes  of  season,  at  the  rate  of  2  ozs.  to« 
every  dozen  fowls.  Get  some  stale  bread,  cut  it 
up,  then  sprinkle  on  your  salts,  pour  on  boiling 
water,  when  cold  enough,  feed ;  and  with  what 
the  Poultry  Keeper  tells  them  about  care  and 
cleanliness,  and  not  overcrowd,  they  will  come 
out  all  right. 

[Sulphate  of  zinc  can  be  procured  at  any  drug 
store,  and  it  is  excellent  as  a  wash  or  lotion  for 
a  great  many  diseases.— Ed.] 


A  Complete  Nest  Box. 

F.  G.  DITTMAN,  FAIRMOUNT  HILL,  CINCINNATI, O. 

As  my  contribution  is  for  the  general  good,  I 
give  you  the  description  of  a  nest  box,  cheap, 
easily  made,  very  convenient,  my  own  inven- 
tion and/ree  to  all.  I  take  a  common  soap  box, 
which  is  usually  16  inches  long,  14  inches  wide, 
and  11  inches  high,  outside.  Mark  the  cover 
lengthwise  into  4  strips,  %  of  an  inch  wide,  1 
strip  2  inches  wide,  1  strip  4  inches  wide,  which 
leaves  1  strip  5  inches  wide.  Now.  saw  them  off, 
nail  the  4  inch  strip  on  top  of  the  box,  even 
with  the  outside ;  then  nail  the  2  inch  strip  one 
inch  from  the  outside,  on  opposite  length,  leav- 
ing a  clear  opening,  7  inches  wide  by  12  long. 
Set  the  box  up  edgeways,  the  top  with  opening 
becoming  the  front,  and  the  bottom  the  rear,  (or 
back)  of  the  box.  Now  lay  the  four  %  inch 
strips  evenly  together,  and  saw  off  one  inch, 
leaving  them*  15  inches  long,  which  I  saw  again 
to  give  me  four  6  inch  and  four  9  inch  strips* 
Now  I  lay  my  5  inch  board  on  a  level  surface, 
under  it  I  lay  a  9  inch  strip  two  inches  from  each, 
end,  so  as  to  projectone  inch  on  one  side  and 
three  on  the  other,  and  nail  them 
fast.  Then  I  lay  the  two  remaining 
9  inch  strips  under  the  board,  in  the  same  way, 
so  as  to  meet  at  the  center,  with  %  of  an  inch 
space  between  them.  Lay  two  of  the  6  iach 
strips  on  top  of  the  board,  even  with  the  one-inch 
projection  and  the  upper  edge  of  the  board. 
Nail  all  together,  and  then  saw  the  board  in  two, 


294 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


Oct. 


between  the  center  strips  or  cleats,  which  makes 
u  right  and  left  door  for  the  opening  of  the  box. 
f  I  want  to  put  them  on  I  slip  the  long,  or  upper, 
projection  of  the  cleats  behind  the  upper  or  2 
_nch  strip  on  the  box,  and  then  drop  it  on  the 
Jower,  or  4  inch  strip,  and  it  is  securely  fastened, 
being  held  in  the  center  by  the  double  cleat,  and 
at  the  ends  by  the  door  lying  against  the  end 
board  held  fast  by  the  inside  cleat.  It  is  now  a 
•closed  box,  with  a  2  inch  opening  over  the  doors. 
By  slipping  the  doors  right  and  left,  as  far  as 
the  end  cleats  let  them  go,  I  can  get  an  opening 
in  the  center  2%  inches  wide.  These  openings 
are  ample  for  light  and  air,  while  a  hen  can  be 
securely  confined  inside.  I  use  these  boxes  also 
for  hatching.  Remove  the  doors,  build  a  nice 
nest  in  it,  put  in  the  eggs,  fasten  one  door,  put  in 
the  hen,  and  shut  the  other  door.  This  nest  I 
can  take  up  with  the  contents  and  remove  to  any 
place  desired.  After  the  hen  becomes  used  to 
the  nest  I  remove  one  of  the  doors,  letting  her 
go  in  and  out  at  pleasure.  When  the  chicks  are 
coming  out  I  close  the  opening  at  center  far 
enough  to  prevent  them  falling  out.  After 
chicks  are  weaned,  these  boxes  will  serve  them 
for  a  retreat  at  night  to  huddle  together  safe 
from  disturbance  by  the  larger  fowls  until  they 
■are  big  enough  to  go  on  the  roosts. 

[Thanks  for  so  complete  and  careful  a  de- 
scription, as  you  have  given  all  the  details. — Ed.] 


Kentucky  Experience. 

j.  a.  m'nart,  elizabethtown,  kt. 

I  see  you  invite  any  and  all  to  write  for  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  "I  am  no  writer  for  papers, 
but  will  endeavor  to  give  our  experience  in  rais- 
ing chickens.  We  keep  the  Plymouth  Rocks  ex- 
clusively. Have  very  good  luck  with  them, 
although  we  have  no'  fine  houses.  We  aim  to 
keep  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  pullets  and  one 
cockerel  for  breeding  purposes,  raise  from  fifty 
to  100  pullets  each  year,  and  select  from  them 
for  the  next.  We  buy  the  cockerel,  or  a  setting 
of  eggs,  and  raise  one.  Prefer  the  former.  We 
get  better  stock  from  parties  selling  eggs,  or 
young  stock  at  from  one  to  two  dollars,  than  we 
•do  from  two  to  four,  (why  is  it?)  Have  been 
keeping  Plymouth  Rocks  for  ten  years,  and  by 
having  a  healthy,  vigorous  cock  we  have  very 
■good  hatches,  frequently  all  the  eggs  hatching 
strong,  healthy  chicks.  At  present  nave  130,  all 
strong  and  hearty.  Lost  four  out  of  that  number 
and  two  of  them  were  killed  by  accident.  The 
lot  are  about  out  of  danger  now.  Never  have 
had  roup,  cholera  or  any  such  diseases,  nor  lice 
•or  mites  but  one  season,  so  we  know  nothing 
about  them.  For  coops,  the  cheapest  I  can  find 
are  barrels,  which  cost  about  five  cents  each.  Lay 
them  on  the  side,  under  a  small  shade,  raise 
back  end  a  little,  lay  a  board  twelve  or  fourteen 
inches  broad  on  the  bottom  side  of  barrel  (for 
hen  to  sit  on.)  sprinkle  inside  of  barrel  freely 
with  air  slacked  lime,  and  your  coop  is  ready. 
Tie  the  hen  to  a  stake  with  a  yard  or  two  of 
string,  and  keep  her  there  until  she  is  ready  to 
wean  the  chicks.  Our  hens  usually  go  to  laying 
(with  their  brood  around  them,)  inside  of  three 
weeks  after  hatching.  For  feed  their  main  diet 
is  cornmeal  when  small,  cracked  corn  later,  with 
crumbs  and  scraps  from  the  table  at  all  ages, 
.and  plenty  of  water  at  all  times.  I  see  some 
■writers  condemn, corn  meal  for  chicks.  If  any 
■one  can  show  larger,  thriftier,  healthier  chicks 
than  ours  send  them  along.  Have  not  had  a  half 
•dozen  chicks  with  gapes  in  as  many  years.  There 
are  several  more  points  to  poultry  raising  which 
I  would  like  to  write  or  inquire  about,  but  ex- 
pect by  the  time  you  have  read  this  far  you  will 
be  reaching  for  the  waste  basket,  so  will  post- 
pone for  the  present  at  least. 

[Cornmeal  alone  is  not  a  sufficient  food.  Per- 
haps your  chicks  pick  up  other  kinds.— Ed.] 


[You  sound  the  right  ring.  When  the  "Yanks" 
get  down  to  Atlanta  with  their  birds  this  season 
give  them  a  drubbing,  and  "crow"  over  them. 
Georgia  is  getting  to  be  a  lively  place  for  poul- 
try. We  can  tell  by  our  subscription  books.— 
Ed.] 


Plan  for  a  Ponltry  Honse. 

I.  V.  SILLIK,  WTMORE,  NEBRASKA. 

I  give  description  of  my  poultry  house,  which 
I  have  christened  the  "Western  Idea  Poultry 
House,"  and  think  I  have  the  best  and  cheapest 
thing  in  that  line  yet  produced.  The  size  of 
house  is  8  feet  wide,  and  any  length  you  want 
it,  with  the  projection,  i  feet,  makes  12  feet.  I 
claim  that  a  winter  open  air  shed  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  I  have  it  under  the  projection. 
The  roosts  are  where  no  sunshine  can  strike,and 
the  droppings  fall  on  an  incline  floor,  easily 
cleaned.  The  foul  air  rises  by  the  suction 
created  by  the  end  ventilator.  The  windows 
can  be  let  down  22  degrees  inward  at  top.  Nests 
made  of  large  nail  kegs,  placed  on  outside  of 
building  and  a  hole  cut  through  from  the  inside. 
I  do  not  write  this  for  publication,  but  to  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  plan  and  if  you  can  illustrate 
it  in  the  Keeper  I  will  write  a  full  explanation 
for  publication.  I  think  poultry  shows  ought  to 
offer  good  premiums  for  .model  of  best  poultry 
house,  etc. 

[Will  be  pleased  to  have  the  drawing  in  as  sim- 
ple plan  as  possible,  as  those  sent  were  injured 
and  could  not  be  used.ED.] 


Does  Thunder  Affect  Eggs. 

MRS.  L.  C.  D.,  BARRE,  MASS. 

Does  thunder  affect  the  hatching  of  eggs?  I 
am  most  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  does,  as  I 
had  a  hen  that  commenced  hatching  and  hatched 
one  chicken,  when  there  came  a  very  severe 
thunder  shower,  and  not  another  egg  hatched, 
but  there  was  a  full  grown  chicken  in  every  egg. 
I  had  a  woman  washing  for  me  at  the  time,  and 
she  told  me  to  put  some  rusty  iron  in  every  nest 
when  I  set  my  hens  and  every  egg  would  hatch. 
I  told  her  I  would  try  it,  even  if  it  was  "an  old 
woman's  whim,"  but  I  did  not  have  much  faith 
in  the  "iron"  myself,  but  have  used  it  for  eleven 
years,  as  I  have  been  in  the  poultry  business 
pretty  extensively  and  found  it  worked  splen- 
didly'in  thunder  showers.  Perhaps  you  will  say 
they  might  have  hatched  just  as  well  without  the 
rusty  iron.  I  have  set  the  eggs  without  (as  an 
experiment)  and  always  if  there  came  up  a  hard 
shower  they  never  would  hatch.  1  think  it  "H. 
N.  S."  will  try  this  remedy  he  will  have  no  more 
trouble.  If  this  does  not  go  into  the  waste  basket 
perhaps  I  will  come  again. 

[We  hope  some  of  our  readers  will  try  the  ex- 
periment, but  we  confess  we  do  not  understand 
how  the  result  can  be  affected  by  the  iron.— Ed.] 


Georgia  Takes  No  Back  Seat. 

J.  H.  HAWKINS,  SUWANNEE,  GA. 

Among  the  many  valuable  letters  published 
in  P.  K.  from  your  subscribers,  I  seldom  see  one 
from  the  South.  We  do  not  want  you  of  tlie 
North  to  think  that  we  are  still  sleeping  because 
we  do  not  say  much  in  the  papers.  We  have 
awakened  from  our  long  and  deathly  sleep  of 
the  past,  and  are  building  railroads  and  factor- 
ies and  opening  up  our  vast  mines  of  iron  and 
coal,  and  while  everything  is  being  done  to 
push  those  large  enterprises',  we  have  not  forgot 
the  smaller  industries,  such  as  poultry  raising, 
small  fruit,  etc.  Poultry  raising  is  on  a  "boom" 
in  the  South.  There  has  been  more  fine  poultry 
bought  by  Georgians  in  the  last  two  years  than 
in  any  five  years  before.  Of  course  there  are 
those  here,  as  everywhere,  who  are  always 
re  i.U  tr.  cry  fraud'  etc  but  their  criticisms 
only  make  us  the  more  determined  to  push  on, 
and  we  intend  to  show  those  wise"  ones  that  the 
poultry  business  is  not  as  small  potatoes  as  they 
think.  We  of  the  South  expect  to  meet  our 
Northern  brethren  in  the  show  room  next  fall 
and  winter,  and  if  we  do  not  win  as  many 
prizes  as  our  Northern  friends  we  expect  to 
learn  and  laugh  as  much  as  anybody.  In  closing 
I  will  say  that  the  P.  K.  is  highly  prized  in  the 
South,  and  I.  for  one,  can  say  truthfully,  that  I 
can'tget  along  without  the  instructive  little 
Poultry  Keeper.  Long  may  it  live  and  pros- 
per. 


An  Excellent  Letter  on  Management. 

MRS.  ETHEL  FULLER,  CAMPTOWN,  PA. 

Since  the  year  1880  we  have,  for  both  pleasure 
and  profit,  been  engaged  in  the  chicken  business. 
We  sold  all  the  scrubs,  purchased  a  trio  of  full- 
blood  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  started  in.  There 
were  many  difficulties  to  encounter — as  we  were 
as  ignorant,  concerning  the  needs  and  wants  of 
a  hen,  as  a  heathen  Chinese.  But  knowing  suc- 
cess had  crowned  the  efforts  of  others,  we  had  a 
conceit  that  we  could  do  something.  Striving 
for  all  knowledge  concerning  the  business,  and 
possessing  a  love  for  it,  we  can  say  now,  it  has 
proven  both  a  pleasure  and  profit.  AVe  have  not 
space  to  give  in  detail,  all  our  experiences  of 
these  six  years — some  have  been  sad  in  the  ex- 
treme and  others  ludicrous.  We  have  raised 
hundreds  of  chickens  every  year,  never  have 
used  an  incubator,  or  furnished  broilers.  We 
think  with  the  experience  we  have  had  with 
chickens,  we  could  rear  broilers  easily,  if  we 
could  know  which  is  the  best  incubator  in  use, 
and  were  better  learned  concerning  its  opera- 
tions, together  with  the  brooder's  plans  of  heat- 
ing houses — and  could  undertake  it  all,  surely, 
and  the  most  economically.  We  have  shipped 
very  much  poultry  to  New  York,  and  have 
received  very  good  returns,  generally, 
shipping  alive.  We  feel  quite  assured  that 
the  broiler  business  is  more  paying.  We  are 
much  pleased  with  your  excellent  paper.  We 
have  been  a  subscriber  to  several  others  but 
none  have  pleased  us  as  much  as  the  P.  K. 
When  our  subscription  expires  it  will  be  imme- 
diately renewed.  When  wintering  sixty  liens 
we  have  set  fifteen  or  more  at  one  time,  and 
have  taken  from  the  nests  in  one  week,  two 
hundred  bright  little  chickens.  Ourhens  never 
quarrel  as  they  are  set  in  the  same  room,  each 
hen  fastened  tin  her  nest  (the  nests  in  a  continu- 
ous row).  Every  morning  the  slat  is  withdrawn 
and  each  hiddy  steps  out  to  eat.  drink  and  roll. 
If  the  weather  is  severe,  apiece  of  flannel  elotli 
is  thrown  over  each  nest  of  eggs,  the  slat  re- 
placed, and  the  liens  left  to  themselves  for  ten 
minutes.  Returning  to  the  hen  house,  and 
withdrawing  the  slat,  each  hen  steps  into  her 
nest,  to  remain, till  the  next  morning.  This  was 


no  very  great  task,  considering  the  number  set, 
and  it  was  a  sure  way  to  get  a  good  hatch.  If 
the  weather  were  cold,  each  hen  was  allowed 
fifteen  or  twenty  chickens.  As  the  weather  be- 
came mild,  one  hen  after  another  was  taken 
away  and  before  many  weeks,  one  hen  would 
be  mother  to  one  hundred  chickens.  When 
confined  in  the  hen-house,  apartments  were 
made  by  means  of  boards,  about  a  foot  high. 
As  soon  as  the  chickens  could  fly  over  these,  the 
door  was  opened  and  all  turned  out,the  hens  be- 
ing accustomed  to  the  place  came  back  with  the 
chickens  at  night,  or  at  the  sign  of  any  rain.  All 
the  care  required  of  us  was  to  feed  morning, 
noon  and  night,  and  leave  a  supply  in  the  feeder 
and  close  the  door  at  night.  Wish  we  could 
raise  the  winter  chicks  as  easily.  We  might 
add  a  hint  in  feeding.  We  always  mix  corn- 
meal over  night,  to  use  in  the  morning.  Mix  in 
the  morning  to  give  at  noon ;  never  feed  when 
mixed ;  have  it  fresh  and  sweet  but  allow  it  to 
swell  before  feeding.  Always  feed  buckwheat 
grain  or  wheat  at  night,  after  chicks  are  three 
days  old  and  after  a  few  weekscracked  corn. We 
never  have  had  cholera,  gapes,  or  any  disease 
among  our  chickens.  Have  had  some  trouble 
with  leg  weakness  in  older  ones.  Have  had  just 
enough  warnings  of  cholera  among  the  hens  to 
frighten  us  some,  but  have  suffered  but  little 
loss.  Our  letter  has  already  become  quite 
lengthy.  Please  allow  us  a  little  more  space.  In 
connection  with  the  enterprise  of  the  chickens 
and  broilers,  the  egg  business  should  not  be  over- 
looked. In  our  experience  it  has  been  quite  re- 
munerative. If  a  goodly  number  of  early  pullets 
of  the  right  breed  are  rightly  cared  for  during 
the  winter  months,  they  will  in  return,  through 
the  production  of  eggs,  when  prices  rule  high, 
add  very  much  to  the  family  treasury.  Later  in 
the  season  when  prices  drop,  (and  very  low 
sometimes)  while  egg  production  increases,  it 
hardly  seems  economy  to  sell.  We  wish  for  the 
prices  of  the  winter.  Experience  has  overcome 
this  trouble.  There  are  many  methods  of  pre- 
serving eggs.  We  are  in  possession  of  one  which 
we  have  tested,  fairly  and  thoroughly,  and  (not 
taken  from  any  poultry  paper)  in  our  experience 
ask  for  nothing  better.  Eggs  (fresh)  packed, 
when  eggs  are  low  in  the  summer,  open  up  in  the 
winter  when  eggs  are  high  in  price,  as  bright, 
sweet  and  brittle  as  Mrs.  Biddy's  new  egg. 

[The  letter  is  valuable  and  full  of  information, 
but  we  request  that  when  results  are  claimed 
they  will  be  detailed.  The  object  on  the  part  of 
all  should  be  to  make  known  everything  con- 
nected with  experiments.— Ed.] 

A  Standard  for  Golden  Wyandottes. 

L.  A.  LOWM ASTER,  BELLE  VERNON,  OHIO. 

The  sun's  scintillating  rays  never  reflected 
such  prismatic  colors  and  beautiful  shades  as  are 
found  in  this  new  variety,  which  will  soon  stir 
up  the  Wyandotte  breeders.  Look  at  this  cock- 
erel's feathers,  (which  I  send  you)  taken  from 
the  wing  bar,  a  lovely  golden  yellow  tipped  with 
a  brilliant  blue.  The  tail  coverlets  are  almost 
entirely  a  soft  peacock  green,  the  hackle  is  full 
and  abundant,  color  golden  yellow,  with  a  black 
stripe  through  the  center  of  the  feathers,  which 
taper  to  a  point  near  the  end.  In  the  female  the 
delicate  blending  in  light  to  dark  gray,  and 
golden  from  breast  to  neck,  is  beyond  descrip- 
tion. A  beautiful  tawny  gold  enters  largely  in 
the  color  of  both  male  and  female,  and  combin- 
ing all  the  well  known  Wyandotte  qualities 
which  with  so  many  points,  are  pleasing  to  the 
eve.  Perhaps  there  is  no  better  way  for  me  to 
give  a  correct  description  of  a  Golden  Wyandotte 
than  to  take  one  of  the  Silver  variety  and  paint 
every  white  place  a  golden  yellow,  and  you 
will  have  a  correct  idea  of  what  the  Golden 
Wyandottes  look  like.  They  resemble  the 
Standard  Wyandotte,  they  being  like  them  in 
size,  style,  rose-comb,  clear  yellow  legs,  etc..  ex- 
cepting' the  ground  color,  which  is  golden  vellow. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  they  are  excelled  by  any 
other  variety  for  a  general  purpose  fowl.  As  a 
fancy  fowl  thev  stand  second  to  none.  They  are 
greatly  admire'd  by  all  who  see  them,  and  are 
prettier  than  the  beautiful  Silver  Wyandottes. 
The  white  Wyandottes  that  we  hear  so  much 
about  are  nothing  to  compare  with  the  Golden 
Wyandottes  in  beautv.  The  hens  are  good  layers, 
good  mothers,  but  they  are  not  such  persistent 
setters  as  the  Cochins.  They  are  not  high  flyers, 
and  seldom  fly  over  a  fence  four  feet  high.  The 
chicks  feather  out  the  same  as  the  Standard 
Wyandottes.  and  are  very  easy  to  raise.  I  confi- 
dently expect  that  they  will  become  one  of  the 
most  popular  varieties  known.  These  fowls 
should  be  admitted  into  the  Standard  of  Excel- 
lence by  the  name  of  Golden  Wyandottes. 

THE  STANDARD  FOH  GOLDEN  WYANDOTTES. 

Disqualifications— Birds  not  matching  in  the 
show-pen  ;  combs  other  than  rose,  or  twisted  or 
falling  to  either  side ;  w  ry  tails ;  crooked  backs; 
deformed  beaks:  twisted  feathers  in  tail  or 
wings ;  shanks  feathered :  legs  not  yellow ;  solid 
white  or  yellow  ear-lobes;  solid  black  or  yellow 
breasts ; 'pure  white  feathers  in  any  part  of 
plumage. 

Standard  Weight.—  Cock,  S}4  lbs.;  liens.  6}.; 
lbs.;  cockerel,  7J.<  lbs.;  pullet,  5%  lbs. 

Scale  of  Points. — Symmetry,  10;  weight  10; 
condition',  8;  head,  8;  comb,  8;  wattles  and  ear. 
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lobes,  7:  neck,  7;  back.  8;  breast  and  body,  10; 
wings,  7 ;  tail,  6 ;  fluff,  4 ;  legs  and  toes,  7 ;  total, 
100. 

THE  COCK. 

Head—  Short,  crown  broad,  plumage  golden 
yellow,  or  golden  bay ;  face,  bright  red ;  eyes, 
bright  bay  color ;  beak,  horn  color,  shading  to 
yellow  on  the  lower  edges  and  neatly  curved. 

Comb—  Rose,  low,  set  firm  and  even  on  the 
head,  oval  in  front,  wider  at  the  center,  with 
short  spike  following  the  contour  of  the  head, 
the  top  surface  evenly  covered  with  small 
points. 

Wattles  and  Earlobes— Wattles,  fine  in  text- 
ure, pendant,  well  rounded,  and  of  medium 
length,  color  bright  red.  Earlobes,  well  devel- 
oped, color  of  both  brilliant  red. 

Neck.— Medium  length  and  well  arched. 
Hackle,  full  and  abundant,  color,  yellow,  with 
black  stripe  through  the  center  of  the  feather 
which  tapers  to  a  point  near  the  end ;  feather 
flows  well  down  on  the  shoulders,  being  well 
spread  at  the  base. 

Back.— Medium  length,  broad  and  flat  at  the 
shoulders,  color  a  deep  yellow,  saddle  full, 
broad  and  rising  with  a  low  concave  sweep  to 
the  tail,  web  of  feather  yellow,  with  a  black 
stripe  through  the  center  tapering  to  a  point 
near  the  end. 

Breast  and  Body. — Breast,  full  and  round ; 
breast-bone  straight;  plumage  of  under  color 
slate  slightly  tinged  with  yellow ;  web  of  feather 
black,  with  medium-sized  golden  centers  which 
taper  to  a  point  near  the  end,  the  breast  unruf- 
fled to  show  a  little  more  of  the  black  than  the 
yellow.  Body,  medium  length,  deep  and  round 
at  sides,  plumage  in  under  color  slate,  slightly 
tinged  with  yellow ;  web  of  feather  black, slight- 
ly tinged  with  yellow. 

Wings. — Of  medium  length  and  nicely  folded ; 
Primaries,  outer  edge  of  feather  golden  yellow, 
the  inner  web  black ;  Secondaries,  outer  web 
golden  bay  the  inner  web  black.  WingCoverts, 
very  deep  golden  yellow,  heavily  laced  with 
greenish  black,  forming  two  distinctly-laced  bars 
across  each  wing.  Shoulder  Coverts,  slate,  in 
under  color  yellow. 

Tail.— Well  developed.well  spread  at  the  base, 
.and  of  glossy  greenish  black  in  color ;  sickles  of 
medium  length,  gracefully  arched,  and  in  color 
.a  rich  greenish  black ;  Tail  Coverts,  greenish 
black,  lesser  coverts  having  an  edging  of  yellow. 

Fluff.— Full  and  abundant ;  color  slate,  slight- 
ly tinged  with  golden  yellow. 

Legs  and  Toes.—  Th'ighs  short  and  stout,  and 
covered  with  soft,  almost  webless,  feathers ;  in 
■color  black,  tinged  with  golden  yellow ;  Shanks, 
Tather  short  and  stout ;  in  color'bright  yellow,or 
light  orange,  and  free  from  feathers ;  Toes, 
straight,  stout,  and  well  spread;  yellow  in 
oolor. 

THE  HEN. 

Head.— Short,  crown  broad,  plumage  golden 
yellow ;  Face,  bright  red ;  Eyes,  bright  bay 
■color ;  Beak,  horn  color,  shading  to  yellow  at  the 
point,  and  neatly  curved. 

Comb.— Rose;'  resembling  the  cock's,  but 
smaller  and  neater. 

Wattles  and  Earlobes.— -Wattles  fine  in  texture, 
rather  short,  well  rounded,  color  bright  red, 
-earlobes,  color  bright-  red. 

Neck.— Short  and  well  arched.  Hackle,  abund- 
ant; color,  golden  yellow,  with  black  stripe 
through  the  center  of  each  feather  tapering  to  a 
point  near  the  end. 

Back.— Short,  broad,  and  flat  at  the  shoulders; 
web  of  feathers  black  with  golden  vellow  centers. 

Breast  and  Body.— Breast  full  and  round; 
breast  bone  straight ;  plumage  in  under  color 
dark  slate  slightly  tinged  with  yellow,  each 
feather  a  rich  golden  yellow,  distinctly  and 
evenly  laced  with  black ;  color  of  breast  not  to 
show  more  black  than  yellow ;  body,  short,  deep 
and  round  at  the  sides ;  plumage  in  under  color 
slate;  web  of  feather  black,  with  narrow  golden 
yellow  centers  running  into  the  black  and 
tinged  with  yellow  near  the  thighs. 

Wings—  Medium  size  and  nicely  folded ;  pri- 
maries, black,  with  lower  edge'  laced  with 
golden  yellow ;  secondaries,  black  on  the  inside 
web,  outer  web  golden  yellow;  wings  and 
shoulder  coverts,  dark  slate  in  under  color, with 
web  of  feather  golden  yellow,  heavily  laced  with 
black,  the  black  growing  wider  over  the  wing 
bow. 

Tail—  Fairly  developed  and  well  sm-ead  at  the 
base ;  color  black ;  coverts,  web  of  fe'ather  black 
with  golden  yellow  centers. 

Fluff—  Full,  abundant  and  soft ;  color,  dark 
slate,  tinged  with  yellow. 

Legs.— Thighs  short  and  stout,  and  well  cover- 
ed with  soft  and  almost  webless  feathers;  in 
color,  black,  tinged  with  vellow ;  shanks  rather 
short  and  stout,  in  color,  bright  yellow,  or  light 
orange,  and  free  from  feathers. 

roe!-'.— Straight  and  well  spread ;  color,  yellow. 

[The  above  is  given  as  a  suggestion  of  a  stand- 
ard for  Golden  Wvandottes.  We  received  the 
sample  feathers,  the  colors  of  which  we  would 
willingly  illustrate  if -it  could  be  done  in  the 
P.  K— Ed.] 

Mr,  Lohr's  Incubator, 

WM.  G.  LOHR,  AKRON,  O. 

Since  you  wish  my  plans  for  constructing  my 
Incubator,  I  send  you  the  description.  To  make 
this  incubator  get  your  tinner  to  make  you  two 
pipes,  four  inches  in  diameter,  thirty  four  inches 


long,  with  an  elbow  on  end,  and  cap  on  the  other 
end  of  each  pipe.  Only  sheet-iron  should  be 
used.  Get  some  good  seasoned  lumber  and 
make  a  box  thirty-four  inches  long,  twenty-seven 
inches  wide,  and  eight  deep.  Cut  two  holes  in 
the  long  side  of  the  box,  on  each  side  so  that  the 
pipe  will  fit  in  through  the  box.  The  holes  must 
be  cut  three  inches  from  the  top  and  three  from 
the  end.  The  elbows  must  be  on  opposite  cor- 
ners. Then  put  in  two  partitions  which  should  be 
between  eggs  and  pipe ;  let  the  boards  come 
within  three  inches  of  the  top  and  one  inch  from 
the  pipe.  For  the  top,  cut  two  boards  twenty- 
seven  inches  long  and  ten  inches  wide;  fasten 
on  top  of  each  pipe  so  that  there  will  be  three 
inch  space  between  the  top  of  the  pipe  and  the 
board ;  then  make  a  lid  to  fit  the  space  that  is 
left,  with  a  glass  fifteen  by  ten  inches  so  you  can 
see  the  thermometer  without  opening  the  lid. 
To  make  this  incubator  better  is  to  put  another 
board  all  around,  cutting  holes  for  pipe.  Just 
make  a  doubled-boarded  concern  which  will 
make  it  nearly  self-regulator.  For  ventilation 
bore  four  half-inch  holes  in  the  lid  and  cover 
with  muslin.  Keep  the  rest  of  the  incubator  as 
tight  as  you  can.  Be  careful  that  there  are  no 
places  where  gas  from  lamps  could  get  to  the 
eggs.  For  moisture  place  a  pie  pan  on  the  pipes 
filled  with  water ;  use  Mr.  Campell's  water-gauge ; 
two  pans  will  furnish  all  the  moisture  needed. 
Get  two  good  thermometers  that  record  correctly, 
for  there  is  where  the  whole  depends.  I  turn 
my  eggs  by  hand,  as  it  is  as  good  as  any  turner. 
Make  a  stand  eighteen  inches  high,  so  that  the 
incubator  will  fit  on  it:  also  make  two  lamp 
stands,  so  that  the  chimney  will  be  half-way  up 
the  elbow.  I  use  number  2  burners.  Lay  the 
eggs  on  sawdust.  Keep  the  pie  pans  for  moisture 
near  the  side  where  the  elbows  are,  because 
there  is  the  most  of  heat;  that  is  if  there  is  not 
moisture  enough.  Follow  Mr.  Campell's  direc- 
tion in  , running  the  incubator.  If  any  of  your 
subscribers  cannot  understand  some  part  of  it  I 
will  by  sending  2-cent  stamp,  answer  all  inquires. 

[By  giving  experience  each  and  all  can  get 
ideas,  upon  which  some  may  improve.  We  hope 
to  hear  from  others.— Ed.] 

An  Egg  Tester. 

Make  a  box  about  one  foot  square  and  the 
same  in  height,  or  rather,  about  high  enough  for 
an  inch  of  the  globe  of  a  lamp  to  come  through 
the  top,  as  shown  at  B,  in  the  illustration.  A  is  a 
hole  the  size  of  an  egg,  over  which  a  piece  of 
black  cloth  is  fastened,  and  the  hole  again  cut 
into  the  cloth,  so  as  to  fit  snugly  around  the 
edges  of  the  egg.  C  C  C  Care  holes  to  let  air  into 
the  lamp,  Any  kind 


of  boards  or  eve  n 
paste-board  will  an- 
swer for  making  the 
tester.  All  that  is  ne- 
cessary is  to  placethe 
box  over  the  lamp,  as 
the  box  should  have 
no  bottom.  Be  care- 
ful to  allow  no  light 
to  show  except  at  the 
opening  where  the  egg  is  held.  If  preferred,  a 
bull's  eye  lantern  may  be  used  instead  of  a  lamp, 
as  it  magnifies  the  light.  Hold  the  egg  to  the 
opening,  close,  large  end  up ;  look  through  it  at 
the  light,  and  after  the  eggs  have  been  in  the  jn- 
cubator  or  under  the  hen  a  week.  Clear  eggs  are 
infertile ;  dark  eggs  contain  chicks  unless  rotten. 
Turn  the  eggs  around  from  left  to  right,  or  vice 
versa,  and  the  examination  will  be  easier  .—Farm 
and  Garden. 

Shows  to  Occur, 

Quincy  Poultry  Association,  Quincy,  111.  Fred. 

B.  Nichols,  Sec.  Nov.  22-26,  1887. 
American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  F.  M.  Munger,  Sec,  De  Kalb,  111. 
Nov.,  1887. 

Southwestern  Poultry  Association,  Carthage, 
Mo.  C.  A.  Emry,  Sec.  Nov.  29-Dec.  3, 1887. 

Illinois  Poultry  Association.  Alton,  111.  J.  M. 
Gearing,  Sec.  Dec.  6-9,  1887. 

Northern  Illinois  Poutry  Association,  Rockford. 
111.  E.  C.  Dunn,  Sec.  Dec.  6-10, 1887. 

Miami  Valley  Poultry  Association,  Dayton.  O. 

C.  H.  Solomon,  Sec.  Dec.  7-12, 1887. 

The  Central  Berkshire  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Association,  Lee.  Mass.  W.  T.  Web- 
ster, Sec.  Dec.  8-10,  1887. 

The  St.  Catherines  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, St.  Catherines,  Out.,  Can.  R.  Hamill, 
Sec.  Dec.  12-15, 1887. 

Interstate  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  A.  A.  Cowdery,  Sec. .Gadsden, 
Tenn.  Dec.  12-17.  1887. 

The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club,  Shelbyville, 
Ind.  Will  H.  Isley,  Sec.  Dec.  12-17,  1887. 

Baltimore  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Club,  Baltimore, 
Md.  T.  W.  Hooper.  Sec.  Dec.  13-16, 1887. 

Western  Conn.  Poultry  Association.  H.  J. 
Pierre,  Sec,  Winsted,  Conn.     Dec.  13-16,  1887. 

Eel  River  Poultry  Club,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
N.  E.  Lautzenhiser.  Sec.  Dec.  13-17. 1887. 

New  York  Fancier's,  New  York  City.  H.  C. 
Frink.  Sec.  38  Dey  street.  Dec.  14-21, 1887. 

The  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club.  Lvnn,  Mass.  S.  L. 
Holb'rook,  Cor.  Sec.   Dec.  16-19,  1887. 

The  Owen  Sound  Poultry  Association,  Owen 
Sound.  Out.,  Can.  G.  F.  Pain,  Sec  Dec. 
19-21, 1887. 


Macon  County  Poultry  Club,  Decatur,  111.  K.  J. 
Simpson,  Sec.  Dec.  19-24, 1887. 

Old  Colony  Poultry  Association.  J.  E.  Gardner. 
Sec,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  Dec.  20-22, 1887. 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Venango,  Penn.  Horace  Kern, 
Cor.  Sec.  Dec.  20-23, 1887. 

The  State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado,  Den- 
ver, Col.  J.  A.  Bailey,  Cor.  Sec  Dec.  22-29, 188V. 

New  Bethlehem  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  W.  M.  Andrews, 
Sec.  Dec  27-30, 1887. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass,  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  Sec. 
Plainville,  Mass.  Jan.  3-5,  1888. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field, Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Fayette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  R.  Dalbey, 
Sec.  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  W.  Scliermenhorn,  Sec.  Jan.  3-6, 
1888. 

Central  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.  Robert B.  Hale,  Sec. Shelbyville,  Ind. 
Jan.  4-11, 1888. 

New  Haven  Poultry  Association,  New  Haven, 
Ct.  Geo.  F.  Howard,  Sec  Jan.  5-9, 1888. 

National  Poultry  and  Bench  Association,  Atlanta 
Ga.  W.  B.  Henderson,  Sec  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  Lincoln, 
Neb.  Gorham  F.  Betts,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day,  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 
1888 

Palmyra  Poultry  Club,  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 

Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 1888. 
Wheeling  Poultry  Association,Wheeling,W.Va., 

J.  M.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  O.  Jan.  10-13. 

1888. 

The  Ontario  Poultry  Association,  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  R.  Carner,  Sec.  Jan.  10-13, 1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec.  Jan.  10-14, 1888. 
Massachusetts   Poultry   Association,  Boston, 

Mass.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cor.  Sec  Jan.  12-18, 1888. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

Macon,  Ga.  Clark  Grier,  Sec.  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec.  Jan.  16- 

23,  1888. 

The  Conn.  River  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Rockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  17-19, 1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association,  Mt.Gilead,  Ohio.  Roy  C.  Russell, 
Sec.  Jan.  17  20, 1888. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford,  Ont.,  Can.  W.  Davis,  Sec.  Jan.  17- 
20,  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultry  Association,  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.  Jan.  18-20, 1888. 

Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association,  Providence, 
R.  I.  C.  G.  Sanford,  Cor.  Sec    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  R.  Twells,  Cor.  Sec,  Montmor- 
enci,  Ind.  Jan.  18-25. 1888. 

Coxsackie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  W.  P.  Freligh,  Sec.  Jan. 
24-26,  1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 
South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury,  Sec. 
Jan.  24-26, 1888. 

Granite  State  Poultry  Association,  Concord,  N. 
H.  C.  M.  Boynton,  Sec.  Jan.,  1888. 

Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
W.  J.  Reidinger,  Sec.  Jan.  25-Feb.  1,  1888. 

The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Nashville,  Tenn.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec.  Feb. 
1-5,  1888. 

Western  New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer,  Sec,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9, 1888. 

Blue  River  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New 
Castle,  Ind.  W.  V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec.  Feb., 
1888. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultrv  Association,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.  W.  B.  Page,  Sec.  Feb.  7-11, 1888. 

Quinebaug  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  As- 
sociation, Music  Hall.  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
W.  H.  Hamilton.  Cor.  Sec.  ;  I.  K.  Felch,  Judge. 
Dec.  13-15,  1887. 

Braden  Wants  to  Enow. 

The  Ohio  Poultry  Journal  must  have  forgotten 
itself  when  it  inserted  the  following: 

Who  sold  Brother  Jacobs  some  selections  from 
old  almanacs  for  the  Standard  of  Excellence?  It 
was  fun  for  the  boys,  but  it  was  pretty  rough  on 
Jacobs. 

We  bought  our  two  standards  from  head-quar- 
ters, and  they  were  both  printed  by  the  A.  P.  A- 
Brother  Braden  should  not  cause  a  suspicion  of 
rascality  right  among  his  own  friends.  Any  set 
of  men  who  would  rob  a  poor  poultry  editor,  who 
has  to  work  day  and  night  to  hold  soul  and  body 
together,  should  no  longev  be  entrusted  with  the 
government  of  the  poultry  interests.  Even  Judas 
repented,  and  we  will  look  for  remorse  on  their 
part  also. 


G.  A.  Gesman  has  removed,  with  his  stock  of 
poultry,  from  Pella  to  Knoxville,  Iowa. 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  tbey  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising  Rates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (^7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.   Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 

P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 

LOOK  out,  for  we  issue  100,000  extra  copies  in 
December. 


Get  ready  and  set  your  incubators  this  month 
for  early  broilers. 

The  guinea  does  not  readily  sell  in  market' 
but  it  is  good  eating  at  home  all  the  same. 

How  beautifully  our  editor  smiles  when  he 
sees  a  stamp  enclosed  in  the  letter. 

The  Fancier's  Gazette  ($1.25),  and  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  (50  cents),  for  $1.25.  And  it  makes 
a  whole  team. 

We  are  giving  you  a  regular  book  on  lice  this 
month,  and  if  any  of  your  birds  itch  after  this  it 
will  be  your  fault. 

Indianapolis  is  the  place  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  A.  P.  A.  It  is  now  in  the  East.  Let 
all  vote  for  Indianapolis. 

Old  hens  are  cheap  now,  but  they  are  also 
cheap  on  the  table,  so  don't  sell  them  and  buy 
beef  at  20  cents  a  pound. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  and  one  of  our  books, 
series  1,  2  and  3,  for  60  cents.  Or,  the  Farmer's 
Magazine  and  Poultry  Keeper  for  60  cents. 

The  reason  the  old  blue  hen's  pullets  are  not 
as  good  as  their  dam,  was  because  you  did  not 
have  an  old  blue  rooster.  Moral— look  to  the 
sire. 

Cincinnati  will  hold  her  next  show  at  Music 
Hall,  Jan.  25th.  to  Feb.  1st.,  inclusive.  Mr.  F, 
W.  Bennett,  box  627,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  secre- 
tary.   

Don't  you  think  this  number  is  worth  a  whole 
year's  subscription.  You  have  often  paid  a  dollar 
for  a  book  that  gives  less— the  standard  for 
instance. 

Big  editions  from  now  until  May,  but  the 
biggest  in  December,  when  we  will  give  away 
100,000  Poultry  Keepers.  That's  what  we  bought 
an  extra  press  for. 

Keeping  fancy  poultry  does  not  imply  that  you 
must  stand  over  them  and  brush  away  The  flies 
and  mosquitoes,  not  put  a  bag  of  ice  to  the  head 
of  a  hen  when  she  has  a  fever. 

To  kill  rats,  says  a  correspondent  of  the  Seed- 
time and  Harvest,  mix  lime  with  flour  or  meal, 
and  put  it  in  their  runs.  It  is  said  by  him  to  be 
cteath  to  the  rats  but  harmless  to  fowls. 

Next  month  we  will  give  a  special  article  on 
Crop  Bound,  Bumble  Foot,  and  other  difficulties. 
Eoup  was  in  our  last  November,  Cholera  in  De- 
cember, and  Gapes  in  March.  Back  numbers 
•will  be  sent  for  five  cents  each. 


Next'  month  Chicago  will  have  her  great 
Poultry  and  Fat  Stock  Show.  All  who  are  in- 
terested should  at  once  write  to  the  secretary, 
Mr.  F.  M.  Munger,  DeKalb,  111.,  for  premium 
list.  Don't  miss  Chicago. 

'  The  Poultry  Bulletin,  218  Fulton  street,  New 
York  City,  clubs  with  us.  It  is  the  oldest  poultry 
paper  published,  and  is  beautifully  illustrated. 
A  sample  copy  will  be  sent  by  dropping  a  postal 
card.  Give  it  a  trial. 

Don't  forget  that  we  want  you  to  write.  No 
waste  basket.  Everybody  welcome.  Write  with 
ink,  on  one  side  of  the  paper.  Give  name  and 
address.  This  is  everybody's  pai  and  we 
wish  to  hear  from  you  especially. 

Our  100,000  extras  are  not  issued  to  get  adver- 
tisers, for  we  charge  no  extra  price.  We  are 
after  the  subscribers.  We  will  send  every  copy 
to  persons  interested  in  poultry.  We  send  out 
the  100,000  for  our  interest.  It's  our  style,  you 
know. 

The  revised  book  on  incubators,  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hill,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas,  is  excellent.  It  has 
plans  for  constructing  incubators  and  appli- 
ances, and  should  be  read  by  all  interested.  It 
is  cheap  for  the  information,  being  only  25 
cents. 

How  beautifully  Mr.  Felch  tries  to  prove  that 
four  and  four  are  nine  in  this  issue.  According 
to  his  theory  by  giving  breast  and  body  the 
greater  number  of  points— the  skeleton  bird 
will  get  the  prize.  But  that  is  only  his  way  of 
looking  at  it. 

Mr.  Felch  does  not  believe  in  scoring  for 
symmetry,  so  he  adroitly  brings  it  in  while  dis- 
cussing our  proposed  standard.  Symmetry  is 
something  that  must  be  judged  entirely  by.  "a 
catch  of  the  eye,"  and,  as  the  boy  says  "by  the 
twist  of  the  wrist," 


The  Poultry  Chum  has  the  task  of  buying  up 
all  the  papers  that  cannot  "stick,'1  It  would  be 
a  good  idea  to  start  up  a  lot  of  new  papers  and 
sell  out  to  the  Chum.  It  is  a  safe  way  of  dis- 
posing of  rivals,  however.  But  the  Chum  is  on 
a  safe  foundation  and  can  stand  it. 

Bead  Mr.  Felch's  criticism  of  our  Plymouth 
Bock  standard.  Fair  play  and  no  quarter.  By 
reading  it  some  of  our  readers  will  learn  some- 
thing about  dissecting  a  bird  in  the  live  con" 
dition,  as  they  generally  grind  the  bird  up  at  a 
show.  Discussions  always  teach  some  one. 

The  best  cure  for  cholera  is  to  add  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  liquid  carbolic  acid  to  one  quart  of  water, 
and  use  such  water  for  mixing  all  food,  and  give 
no  other  water  to  drink.  The  best  cure  for  roup 
is  a  tablespoonful  each  of  bromo-chloralum  and 
the  same  of  water,  and  then  add  ten  drops  car- 
bolic acid.  Inject  twice  a  day,  with  a  sewing 
machine  can,  two  drops  of  the  mixture  in  each 
nostril,  and  four  down  the  throat. 

The  majority  of  the  poultry  journals  now 
favor  a  representative  poultry  association.  Soon 
the  World  will  be  coming  along,  claiming  that  it 
was  the  first  to  suggest  it.  Several  journals, 
such  as  the  Bulletin, Chum,  Guide  and  Friend, 
and  Cackler,  are  outspoken  for  it,  while  others 
are  "neutral."  The  only  journals  that  are  lag- 
ging are  the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  Poultry 
Monthly  and  the  World.  Braden,  however, 
only  waits  to  see  "how  the  land  lays,"  then  he 
will  be  all  right. 

It  must  amount  to  something  as  to  just  where 
a  man's  name  goes  on  the  list  of  names  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  One  party  finds  his  name  at  the  tail  end, 
and  it  has  taken  four  poultry  papers  to  get  him 
in  his  proper  place.  The  man  at  the  head  must 
feel  like  a  "bigger  man  than  old  Grant."  It 
seems  that  some  who  paid  their  money  were  left 
out  altogether.  Between  that  and  issuing  two 
standards  it  must  be  a  very  badly-conducted 
affair— nobody  responsible.  They  don't  have  to 
be  elected,  and  that  is  where  they  "hold  the 
cake." 


If  anybody  wants  to  know  where  to  get  a, 
machine  for  whitewashing  poultry-houses,  in. 
order  to  fight  lice,  address  Fred.  Schwarz,  Fair- 
field, Conn.,  or  P.  C.  Lewis,  Catskill,  New  York.. 

The  Piedmont  Fair. 

The  Piedmont  Fair  will  begin  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,. 
Oct.  10th  and  hold  till  the  22d.  It  will  be  a  grand 
exposition,  including  not  only  poultry  but  every- 
thing else.  The  President  will  be  there,  and  the' 
city  will  be  a  lively  place  for  awhile. 

The  New  England  Fancier. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  New  England  is  fortunate 
in  having  the  Fancier,  edited  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hamilton,  Danielsonville,  Conn.,  which  is  pub- 
lished at  50  cents  per  annum.  It  is  better  and 
better  every  month.  Send  for  a  sample.  The 
Fancier  and  Poultry  Keeper  together,  only  75. 
cents. 

St.  Lonis  to  the  Front. 

The  3rd  annual  exhibition  of  the  Mississippi- 
Valley  Poultiy  Club  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis, 
Dec.  9th  to  Hth,  inclusive,  1887.  The  premium 
list  will  be  ready  Nov.  1.  This  association  has. 
held  two  of  the  most  successful  poultry  exhibi- 
tions ever  held  in  America,  and  the  next  one  will 
be  still  better.  Mr.  C.  C.  Cushing,  editor  of  the- 
Poultry  Record  is  Secretary. 

Cincinnati  Speaks  Out, 

Cincinnati  is  smiling  on  the  other  shows  se- 
renely, as  she  intends  to  surprise  them  all  with 
her  display.  Although  Indi.anapolis  is  striving, 
for  a  mammoth  show,  it  is  all  the  better  for  Cin- 
cinnati, as  the  two  cities  will  help  each  other. 
Mr.  Higdon,  the  Secretary,  thinks  Cincinnati 
will  have  one  of  the  largest  shows  ever  held  in 
the  West. 

Indianapolis— One  Show  Only. 

The  Central  Indiana  and  the  Indiana  State 
Associations  have  consolidated,  and  there  will  be 
only  one— (a  huge  one)— show  at  Indianapolis. 
It  will  be  just  the  place  for  the  A.  P.  Meeting. 
Nebraska,  Kansrs.  Colorado,  and  the  West  com- 
plain that  it  is  too  far  East,  but  the  East  will 
allow  it  to  go  West  next  time.  But,  remember, 
it  is  going  tohe  a.  mammoth  show,  and  that  is  the 
main  point. 

100,000  Copies  Extra. 

We  will  issue  100,000  extra  copies  in  December 
alone,  as  we  aim  to  get  our  list  away  up  before 
spring.  And  we  give  low  rates  for  advertising 
during  the  fall  months.  November,  January, 
February,  March,  April  and  May  will  also  have 
huge  editions,  but  look  out  for  December,  as  in 
that  month  alone  we  are  coming  100,000  extra 
strong.  We  are  doing  it  for  our  interests,  so 
there  will  be  no  mistake  about  it.  We  never  fail 
on  our  big  editions. 

Indianapolis  Getting  Eeady. 

Indianapolis  is  a  large  city  and  her  annual 
poultry  show  is  usually  a  huge  affair.  This  year 
every  member  has  pledged  himself  to  endeavor 
to  make  it  the  best  on  earth.  Such  men  as  T.  E. 
Goodrich,  E.  B.  Hale,  Walter  Elliot,  Sid  Conger, 
and  others  are  working  like  beavers.  If  any 
show  beats  Indianapolis  it  will  not  be  their  fault. 
The  show  will  be  held  Jan.  4-11,  and  those  want- 
ing premium  lists  should  address  the  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Hale,  Shelbyville,  Indiana. 

What  the  Eecord  Thinks. 

A  "little  taffy  now  and  then"  is  always  rel- 
ished, and  we  are  much  obliged  to  Bro.  Cushing, 
of  the  Poultry  Record,  St.  Louis,  for  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Poultry  Keeper  gives  its  readers  more 
information  for  the  money  than  any  poultry 
paper  published.  Bro.  Jacobs  is  a  hummer,  ana 
when  he  becomes  a  life  member  of  the  A.  P.  A. 
his  cup  of  happiness  will  be  full. 

We  do  aim  to  give  every  subscriber  more  than 
his  money's  worth,  and  are  very  much  pleased 
to  have  our  efforts  noticed  by  other'  journals.— 
But  as  to  becoming  a  life  member  of  the  A.  P.  A, 
we  will  have  to  think  it  over. 
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Boston's  Feature. 

Boston  proposes  to  have  artificial  ponds  and 
make  a  display  of  ornamental  water  fowl.  Her 
show  will  be  held  at  the  large  Mechanic's  Hall, 
and  all  breeders  having  ornamental  water  fowls 
are  invited  to  send  their  addresses  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
The  Poultry  Keeper  will  be  there  in  force,  as 
it  will  be  one  of  the  largest  shows  to  be  held. 

The  Leghorn  Fowl. 

This  is  a  book  published  by  Vinton  &  Co., 
(Limited)  9  New  Bridge  street,  Ludgate  Circus, 
London,  E.  C,  England.  It  is  by  Mr.  L.  C. 
Verry,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Leghom.Plymouth 
Rock,  and  Andalusian  Clubs,  and  is  published 
at  one  shilling.  It  is  a  book  devoted  entirely  to 
Leghorns,  and  is  one  of  the  best  we  ever  saw  on 
that  breed.  Address  the  publishers  for  a  copy. 
Every  Leghorn  breeder  should  have  one. 

The  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend, 

The  South  can  boast  of  having  one  of  the  best 
poultry  papers  out  in  the  Poultry  Guide  and 
Friend,  published  by  Mr.  M.  K.  Boyer,  Clare- 
mont,  Va.  It  is  not  a  new  journal,  but  welj 
established.  It  is  a  large  journal,  yet  it  is  only 
25  cents  a  year— with  the  Poultry  Keeper  65 
cents.  Send  for  a  sample.  We  send  the  Guide 
in  our  $1.00  combination,  composed  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  Guide,  Chum  and  Wig- 
more's  Book  on  Caponizing. 

Winona  County  and  Trempealeau  Valley  Poultry 
Associatians. 

The  Trempealeau  Valley  and  Winona  County 
Poultry  Associations  have  joined  hands  and  will 
hold  a  grand  exhibition  at  Winona,  Minnesota, 
February  7,  8,  9  and  10,  1888.  A  mammoth  edition 
of  2,000  copies  of  their  handsome  premium  list 
will  be  issued  about  November  1st.  Their  special 
premium  list  will  be  the  grandest  ever  gotten  up 
in  the  Northwest.  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Markham  is 
Secretary,  Independence,  Wis. 

The  Bulletin  Gives  its  Crow. 

There  is  no  mistaking  the  sound  of  the  Bulletin 
this  time.  It  has  come  out  squarely  for  a  Na- 
tional Association,  and  flings  its  banner  to  the 
breeze.  With  so  excellent  a  journal  as  the  Poul- 
try Bulletin  headed  by  its  able  editor,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Harker,  advocating  a  national  body  it  is  but  a 
matter  of  a  short  time  before  the  object  sought 
will  be  accomplished.  We  now  have  the  major- 
ity of  the  poultry  journals,  that  have  given  their 
opinions,  in  favor  of  a  national  association.  To 
the  others  we  say,  "Hurry  up  and  get  in  out  of 
the  dampness." 

Madison  Square  Garden  Again,  , 

New  York's  show  will  come  off  at  Madison 
Square  Garden,  where  all  the  former  shows  were 
held.  In  addition  to  the  regular  poultry  show 
there  will  be  a  large  display  of  incubators  and 
brooders.  Cats,  dogs,  pigeons  and  pets  of  all 
kinds  will  have  departments,  and  the  show  is  to 
be  repeated  next  year  and  thereafter.  The  great 
hall  is  already  now  engaged,  and  the  premiums 
are  all  assured.  It  has  received  the  sanction 
and  endorsemont  of  prominent  breeders  from 
all  sections,  and  everything  looks  promising  and 
bright.  Premium  lists  are  now  ready.  Send 
and  get  one.  New  York  is  herself  again.  Ad. 
dress  the  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  C.  Frink,  at  38  Dey 
street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  who  will  cheerfully 
reply.  The  shows  begins  Dec.  14th. 

Indianapolis  and  the  A.  P.  A. 

Let  Indianapolis  be  selected  as  the  next  place 
of  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.  and  during  its  show, 
as  the  meeting  should  be  held  either  in  Decem- 
ber, January  or  February.  Indianapolis  is  now 
in  the  East,  so  that  will  be  no  objection.  It  is 
central,  and  members  can  more  cheaply  and 
easily  reach  it  than  from  any  other  point.  It  is 
no  use  mentioning  Rochester,  Worcester  or 
Buffalo.  The  standard  must  be  revised  where 
the  crowd  can  get  together  the  easiest.  Holding 


an  informal  meeting  at  St.  Louis,  only  to  have 
an  excuse  to  secure  the  revision  in  New  York  or 
New  England,  is  a  dodge  that  does  not  work. 
"Oh!  but  there  is  no  East  or  West,"  they  say. 
Then  select  Indianapolis,  and  it  will  be  better, 
as  it  is  central.  This,  as  an  Eastern  journal, 
speaks  for  Cincinnati. 


Kickers, 

The  "kJcker"  has  his  uses,  as  will  be  noticed 
by  the  following  from  the  Poultry  Chum,  Gene- 
seo,  111. : 

"Let  the  kickers  kick.  They  are  indispensa- 
ble. They  open  the  eyes  of  those  who  fail  to 
see.  They  call  attention  to  faults  that  we 
should  not  overlook.  They  render  us  more 
careful  and  caution  us  to  avoid  mistakes.  But 
for  the  kickers  we  would  be  at  a  stand-still.  One 
of  these  days  we  will  all  join  in  and  give  the  kick- 
ers a  vote  of  thanks.  They  bark  at  the  slightest 
noise  and  wake  us  up  when  danger  is  near." 

Correct,  Friend  Kidder.  There  is  nothing 
like  opposition  sometimes.  It  causes  faults  to 
be  corrected  and  makes  benefactors  of  those 
who  may  be  supposed  to  be  in  the  wrong. 

The  Poultry  Eecord  Booming, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  her  poultry  journal,  and  a 
good  one  it  is,  being  edited  by  Mr.  C.  C.  dishing, 
who  is  well  known  over  the  whole  country.  He 
always  endeavors  to  oblige,  and  sends  sample 
copies  free  to  all.  He  writes  us : 

"Please  let  me  know  the  next  time  you  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  Record,  as  I  wish  to  pre- 
pare for  it." 

Now,  what  he  means  is  that  the  readers  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper  take  our  word  for  it  and  send 
for  samples,  as  he  has  found  out,  so  he  wishes  to 
prepare  for  the  flood  of  cards,  as  he  never  slights 
any  one.  So  if  our  readers  wish  to  see  what  a 
good  poultry  paper  is  just  drop  a  postal  card  to 
the  Poultry  Record,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  We  club 
with  it— the  Record  and  Keeper  for  only  75  cts. 

Going  to  Stick, 

The  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  published  by  Mr. 
R.  A.  Braden,  Dayton,  Ohio,  thus  gives  his  inten. 
tions  for  the  future : 

"Our  subscribers  tell  us  we  are  publishing  a 
good  Journal.  We  believe  it— we  modestly  say 
we  believe  it.  Now,  reader,  show  your  paper  to 
a  friend  who  is  interested  in  poultry,  and  thus 
help  along  the  cause.  We  are  not  conducting 
this  paper  as  a  help  to  some  other  business,  or  as 
a  relaxation  from  the  cares  of  another  vocation ; 
it  is  our  sole  business,  and  here  shall  we  remain 
till  we  become  rich.  If  you  desire  to  know  how 
long  that  will  be,  ask  the  publisher  of  some  other 
poultry  paper." 

It  is  plain  to  see  that  there  is  no  foolishness 
about  him.  He  gives  his  paper  his  whole  atten- 
tion, and  we  will  answer  the  latter  part  for  him, 
in  order  to  save  postal  cards,  and  it  is— a  century 
The  Journal  is  a  grand  paper ,  and  deserves  to 
stick.  In  fact,  it  is  already  well  established 
and  we  are  pleased  to  read  of  Bro.  Braden's 
determination.  He  would  not  let  his  Journal  go 
backwards  for  any  inducement.  It  is  $1.00  a 
year,  but  we  will  send  it  ourselves  a  year  for 
$1.00,  with  the  Poultry  Keeper  thrown  in  as 
good  measure.  Drop  him  a  card  for  a  sample 
copy.  He  is  compelled  to  send  you  one  under  a 
contract  with  us.  Then— send  us  the  dollar.  He 
is  bound  to  stick.  We  believe  it— we  modestly 
say  we  believe  it, 


A  False  Claim  for  an  Incubator. 

In  one  of  the  circulars  issued  by  a  manufactur- 
er of  incubators  he  says  one  of  the  best  reasons 
for  claiming  the  superiority  of  his  incubator  is 
the  following: 

"Because  it  has  defeated,  in  public  contests, 
the  Perfect  Hatcher,  which  machine  had  in  turn 
defeated  the  "Monarch,"  the  "Standard,"  and 
other  leading  incubators." 

Now,  we  simply  wish  to  correct  the  above.  We 
do  not  doubt  that  the  manufacturer  mentioned 
defeated  the  "Perfect,"  but  we  would  (like  to 
know  where  the  Perfect  ever  defeated  the 
"Monarch."  They  met  twice  at  New  York,  the 
"Perfect"  secured  first  premium  for  largest  and 
best  display  of  incubators,  but  as  to  hatching 
chicks  the  "Monarch"  was  literally  alive,  while 


the  "Perfect"  had  a  hard  time  trying  to  get 
enough  chicks  to  put  in  a  little  brooder. 
Thousands  of  witnesses  can  testify  to  the  truth 
of  our  statement.  The  "  Perfect  "  puts  forth  in 
its  circulars  that  which  does  not  correspond 
with  public  observation.  The  "Monarch,"  as 
we  saw,  hatched  about  ten  chicks,  or  more,  to  one 
for  the  "Perfect."  Now,  we  wish  to  know  where 
all  this  superiority  of  the  "Perfect"  occurred. 
Where! 


Mr,  Felch's  Criticism, 

Owing  to  the  great  length  of  Mr.  Felch's  letter 
we  cannot  reply  in  full,  but  lie  has  simply  strain, 
ed  at  the  gnats.  He  defied  us  to  give  a  standard, 
for  males  and  females  alike.  We  did  so,  and 
not  a  word  has  he  said  in  regard  thereto.  In 
fact  he  has  not  attacked  any  portion  of  our 
standard  except  the  apportionment  of  the  points- 
to  the  separate  parts.  We  can  easily  point  out 
imperfections  in  his  fractions  and  deductions, 
but  will  let  that  pass  at  present. 

First,  he  says  we  left  out  face.  So  does  the 
present  standard.    He  gave  one  face  for  the' 
cock  and  one  for  the  hen,  both  different.  We 
describe  the  whole  plumage,  which  takes  in 
face. 

Second,  we  did  describe  back,  but  gave  no 
points  for  it,  as  it  properly  belongs  to  the  term 
body,  though  rightly  we  should  have  given  it  a 
number  of  points. 

Third,  we  omit  "grayish  white,"  "stone 
color,"  etc.,  because  they  describe  nothing.  We 
do  not  understand  what  kind  of  stone  may  be; 
referred  to,  as  we  know  of  flintstone,  sandstone, 
limestone,  marble,  granite,  brown  stone,  and 
other  kinds.  Nearly  all  birds  are  stone  color. 

Fourth  lie  dwells  on  symmetry,  dividing  it 
into  parts,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  the  carriage,  ex- 
pression, and  appearance— a,  something  which 
depends  on  the  position  of  the  bird,  its  con- 
dition, and  attractiveness  as  a  whole.  A  bird 
may  have  symmetry  and  yet  be  sadly  deficient 
in  its  several  parts  compared  with  a  better  bird- 
Legs,  earlobes,  comb,  face,  etc..  may  be  severe"' 
ly  cut  and  yet  symmetry  be  untouched. 

Fifth,  he  ingeniously  makes  a  difference  of 
one-fourth  of  a  point  between  two  birds  to 
show— what.  Why,  the  ridiculous  position  that 
the  more  you  protect  the  less  you  protect.  He 
thinks  it  destroys  the  chances  of  a  bird  with  a 
crooked  breast  bone,  which  is  just  what  we  de- 
sire, (for  we  detest  all  deformities  and  aim  to 
protect  beauty  also)  and  so  he  had  to  break  the- 
breast  bone  to  straighten  his  calculation,  and 
even  then  makes  only  a  Quarter  of  a  point  Ail-- 
ference.  Oh,  yes!  come  again,  Mr.  Felch. 

Sixth,  we  claim  that  there  is  no  blue  on  a 
Plymouth  Rock,  no  stone  ( it  depends  on  the- 
kind  of  stone)  color,  but  simply  black  (or  dark) 
and  white,  and,  in  order  to  give  the  judge  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  to  make  a  distinction,  we  say 
the  blacker  the  black  and  the  whiter  the  white  the 
better,  but  not  that  the  color  shall  be  clearly 
white  or  black. 

Seventh,  we  will  say  that  it  is  impossible  for  a 
bird  with  deficient  breast  and 'body  to  beat  a 
full-apportioned  bird  where  the  larger  number 
of  points  are  given  those  sections,  from  the  very 
fact  that  we  claim  they  must  be  cut  severely,  but 
in  the  above  Mr.  Felch,  under  pretense  of  being 
friendly  to  the  breast  and  body,  cut  the  other- 
voinls  severely  instead,  some  as  high  as  50  per 
cent.  He  was  compelled  to  do  this  to  get  at  that 
quarter  of  a  point,  but  it  was  just  the  reverse  of 
our  Standard. 

Eighth,  we  will  say  that  he  has  not  attacked 
anything  in  our  standard  that  he  threatened. 
The  male  and  female  are  alike,  and  so  far  we 
can  go  before  the  A.  P.  A.  with  only  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  points  to  be  alloted,  and  that, 
too,  with  chances  in  our  favor. 

Ninth,  we  will  say  that  though  in  the  above 
he  defends  the  standard  and  the  system  of  scor- 
ing, which  he  calls  "outings,"  yet  the  careful 
reader  will  notice  that  he  has  made  the  strongest 
argument  against  such  a  system,  thoughtlessly,, 
that  has  ever  been  published. 
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The  Wyandottes. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Smith,  Loveland,  Colorado,  whose  il- 
lustration appears  in  this  issue,  and  he  claims 
the  "VVyaudottes  as  an  "all-purpose  fowl,"  as 
well  as  the  most  popular.  To  give  his  own 
language : — "I  say  most  popular  because  noother 
fowl  ever  has  given, nor  is  to-day  giving  the  gen- 
eral satisfaction  the  Wyandottes  are.  I  say  this 
because  their  virtues  are  only  partly  known,  and 
-yet  there  has  been  a  demand  for  them  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  This  demand,  coming  so 
persistently  from  foreigners,  reflects  a  great 
.credit  on  our  American  poultrymen,  the  origi- 
nators of  this  charming  breed.  Day  after  day, 
#s  my  experience  grows  with  them.  I  think  to 
myself  the  half  has  not  been  told.  The  weight 
.designated  in  the  standard  is  8%  and  6%  pounds 
respectively.  In  this  respect,  I  think  I  nave  no 
trouble,  as  I  have  had  cockerels  and  pullets 
weigh  8%  and  7  pounds  at  8  months  old.  We 
hear  of  the  cocks  sometimes  weighing  10  pounds, 
which  is  no  disqualification  ,in  my  opinion. 
Other  points  being  equal,  an  8  to  10  pound  fowl 
is  much  better  than  a  4  to  6  pound  one.  About 
the  young  chicks.  They  are  exceedingly  spry, 
strong  and  active.  They  can  kick  out  of  the 
shells  equal  to  quails,  and  in  a  surprisingly  short 
time  they  are  scratching  for  themselves.  Placed 
on  a  farm  they  are  genuine  rustlers,  and  grow 


legs,  their  jet  black  tails,  evenly  laced  breasts, 
beautiful  'wings,  and  wing-bars,  together  with 
their  handsome  hackles,  make  up  a  sight  of 
which  any  one  may  be  proud.  Their  close  fit- 
ting rose  comb  down  out  of  'Jack  Frost's'  way, 
and  not  lopping  over  or  falling  forward,  and 
terminating  in  a  nice  spike,  closely  following 
the  curve  of  the  head,  and  always  such  a  bril- 
liant red,  is  a  great  improvement  over  the  paper- 
like combs  of  some  breeds.  The  summing  up  is 
that  they  are  unexcelled  as  all-the-year-round 
layers,  that  they  are  of  good  size,  that  the  young 
are  strong  and  hardy,  that  they  feather  out 
young,  that  they  reach  the  broiler  size  exceed- 
I  mgly  early,  that  their  flesh  is  firm,  solid,  tender 
and  savory,  that  they  are  very  intelligent,  tame 
and  docile,  a  four-foot  fence  being  too  high  for 
them  to  get  over,  and  they  are  far  the  best  all 
purpose  fowl  ever  produced.  If  any  one  tells 
you  they  are  a  new  breed,  and  not  perfected,  or 
are  weak  and  of  no  account,  or  that  they  have 
been  inbred  until  their  constitutions  are  im- 
paired tell  him  for  me  that  he  is  not  posted." 


Jacobs'  Plymouth  Rock  Standard  Criticised. 

Mr.  Jacobs  has  put  forth  a  standard  and  asks 
us  to  criticise  it.  He  claims  it  as  a  protection, 
and  fitted  to  the  useful  qualities  of  Plymouth 


Third,  color  he  describes  as  white  crossed  with 
black,  the  two  colors  distinct  and  not  shading 
the  black  into  the  white,  the  clearer  the  white 
and  blacker  the  black  the  better.  Then,  noth- 
ing but  white,  pure  and  simple,  is  a  perfect 
ground  color,  and  other  than  coal  black  must  be 
a  defect  in  the  bars  crossing  the  white.  He 
leaves  out  "rather,"  "moderately,"  "w<4"  tc, 
as  descriptive  language,  and  offers  you 
sponding  with"  as  a  substitute. 

Now  for  the  application  of  his  work.  We  will 
be  charitable,  and  divide  all  the  sections  that 
offset  symmetry  in  form  into  equal  parts  for 
form  and  color.because  he  has  made  a  color,such 
as  to  be  perfect.  You  and  I,  reader,  never  saw 
in  an  exhibition  yet  a  Plymouth  Rock  withjpwre 
white  ground  color  barred  with  pure  black,  with 
no  shading  of  the  black  into  the  white.  By  giv- 
ing him  half  for  form  we  are  giving  him  the  long 
end  of  the  yoke.  His  standard  was  made  for  his 
National  Poultry  Association,  and  his  delegates 
are  instructed  to  vote  for  it. 

For  the  form  in  the  parts  we  have  31%,  which, 


WYANDOTTES,  Owned  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Smith,  Loveland,  Colorado. 


to  a  large  size  quicker  than  any  fowl  of  my 
knowledge.  They  are  closely  and  squarely 
built,  with  plenty  of  aood  savo'rv  meat  on  the 
breast  and  thighs.  I  have  often  thought  that 
their  great  foraging  qualities  produced  flesh 
equal  to  the  games,  and  their  quick  growth 
makes  it  exceedingly  tender.  Their  laying 
qualities  are  unsurpassed  by  even  the  Leghorns. 
My  hens  laid  all  winter  while  others  were  stand- 
ing around  eating  their  heads  off,  and  whije 
others  are  setting  my  Wvandottes  are  still  lay- 
ing, with  no  signs  of  letting  up.  The  Wyandottes 
nave  a  clean  leg,  which  is  a  beautv.  as  well  as 
an  advantage  in  our  climate.  Their  skin  is  a 
deep  yellow,  and  seems  to  be  too  strong  for 
vermin.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
the  light  colored  (or  purple)  skinned  fowls  and 
the  deep  yellow,  as  renards  lice,  the  greatest 
enemy  known  here.  I  have  seen  young  Ham- 
burgs  and  other  like  fowls  eaten  up",  and  fall  off 
the  roost  dead,  while  Wyandottes  on  the  same 
roosts  with  them  did  not  seem  to  he  bothered. 
Last,  but  not  least,  is  their  beautiful  plumage. 
How  often  have  I  had  persons  remark.  'Those 
beautiful  breasts.'  The  sight  of  a  well-mated 
pen  is  certainly  pleasing.  Their  clean  yellow 


Rock  fowls.  His  disqualifications  and  defects 
are: 

Disqualifications.— -Comb  other  than  single : 
feathered  legs. 

Severe  Defects—  Legs  other  than  yellow; 
white  in  earlobes ;  side  sprigs  on  combs  flopped 
combs.  [We  also  had  '•deformity  of  any  kind." 
— Ed.1  Twisted  feathers  in  wings  or  tails; 
splashes  of  white,  black  or  any  color  in  plumage ; 
absence  of  sickle  feathers  in  cocks;  evidences 
of  feathers  having  been  pulled  out. 

Scale  of  Points. — Symmetry,  10;  weight,  10; 
condition,  4;  head,  3;  comb',  3:  wattles,  3;  ear- 
lobes.  3;  neck,  0;  winas.  6;  tail,  4;  fluff.  3;  legs, 
5;  toes,  2;  breast,  18;  body,  20.   Total,  100. 

First,  to  retaliate.  He  criticised  my  standard 
because  in  describing  head  I  left  out  face  and 
its  color.  Can  you  find  any  in  his  standard?  I 
fail  to  do  so. 

Second,  in  "his  scale  of  points  he  has  no  back, 
or  points  for  it.  and  as  his  scale  of  points  foot  up 
ion  he  cannot  blame  the  printer  for  leaving  it 
out. 


added  to  symmetry,  make  41%  points  for  form. 
Now,  each  section  going  to  make  up  form  in  the 
31%  is  fair  to  suppose  has  its  corresponding  por- 
tion of  form  found  in  symmetry,  which,  added 
to  its  deducted  parts  of  form,  becomes  its  total 
for  form.  On  this  basis  we  have  (read  his  de- 
scription in  August  Poultry  Keeper  and  see 
if  we  are  not  fair)  in  our  computation — 

Comb.—V/r%V/i  of  10=30-63x1%,  for 

form  in  comb,  say  -  •  -  -  -  2  points. 
Neck—  3-31%  of  10=60-63x3,  for  form, 

sav  (to  avoid  fractions)       -       -  4  " 
Back.— 0-31%  pf  10=0x,  nothing  in 

scale  of  points      -      -      -      -  0  " 
Tail— 2-31%  of  10=40-63x2,  say,  to 

svmmetrv  in  the  above      ...  2%  " 
FiinT—  l%-31%ofl0=30-fi3xl%.nearly  2  "  " 
Legs.— 2-31%  of  10=40-63x2.  say       -  2%  " 
Breast.— of  10=180-63x9,  say  -13 
£of/;/.—10-31%"of  10=204-63x10,  say  -  13%     "  " 

Now,  by  this  analysis  we  have  absorbed  sym- 
metry into  form,  and  in  proportion  to  the  parts 
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affected  by  symmetry.  Have  we  not  ?  We  will 
now  take  up  color  in  the  same  way.  Bear  in 
mind  that  earlobes  of  red  is  all  there  is  to  it  in 
(the  standard,  so  we  say  "for  color,  all  told  39 
points,"  and  we  have  a  standard  scale  of  points, 
-of  the  Jacohs  make,  to  wit: 

Weight  10  parts. 

•Condition   4  " 

Head— Form  1%,  color  of  section  1%  3  " 
Comb—  "    2       "  "       1%    3%  " 

Wattles  "    1       "  "      2%    3%  " 

Earlobes  (no  other  description  but 

color  red)     -  -      -    3  " 

Neck— Form  4,  color  3      -      -      -    7  " 
Back— No  description,  no  points  of 

any  account,  so  it  is  not  needed  -  0  " 
Wings— Form  3  ,  color  3  -  -  6  " 
Tail-  "  2%,  "2  -  -  4%  " 
Fluff-  "  2  ,  "  1%  -  -  3%  " 
Legs-  "  2%,  "3  -  -  5% 
Breast-  "  13  ,  "  9  -  -  22 
Body-  "  13%,  "10  -  -  23%  " 
Toes-      "     1  ,    "     1      -     -  2 

100  parts. 


to  have  an  evenly-balanced  standard.  If  you 
like  Jacobs'  expression  better,  then  we  see  "in 
comparison"  to  what  you  like,  one  section  with 
another,  but  first  we  will  have  to  have  a  face 
and  back  to  even  Jacobs'  standard.  Now  cut 
these  two  standards  25  per  cent. 


Symmetry, 

Weight, 

Condition, 

Head, 

Comb, 

Wattles, 

Earlobes, 

Neck, 

Back, 

Wings, 

Tail, 

Legs, 

Toes, 

Breast, 

Body, 

Fluff, 


10-  2% 
10—  2% 

4—  1 

3-0% 
3-0% 
8-  0J4 
3-0% 

£  6^ 

5-  IM 

2-  0% 
18-  4% 
20—  5 

3-  0% 


10  -2% 
4  —  1 

3  -0% 
3%-  0% 
3%-0% 
3-0% 
7  -1% 

0  -o 

6,-1% 

4%-  \% 

5%-  1% 
2-0% 
22  -  5% 
23%-  5% 
3%-OJg 


100—25  perct.     101  —25  per  ct. 


Well,  as  it  is  form  only  25  per  cent,  of  13  makes 
3%  points,  and  you  can  cut  tail,  comb,  legs  and 
neck,  all  these  sections,  25  per  cent,  for  defects, 
with  breast  bone  straight,  and  your  best-looking 
bird  is  beaten  in  spite  of  you,  yet  each  may 
weigh  the  same,  and  each  worth  just  as  much 
for  the  butcher. 

Now  for  color.  A  bird  may  be  25  per  cent,  off 
for  color  on  neck,  tail,  fluff  and  wings  and  beat 
a  bird  cut  25  per  cent,  in  the  color  of  breast,  or 
body  either.  Then  tell  me  how  you  protect  your 
specimen  by  putting  all  that  number  of  points 
into  the  section.  These  things  show  your  un- 
equal application  to  one  section  as  compared 
with  breast  or  body.  Now  that  you  may  not 
accuse  me  of  impartiality  apply  this  standard  to 
the  following  two  birds,  for  the  reason  that 
there  will  be  light  color  in  them. 

cock,  no.  1. 
Weight,  9%  pounds     -      -      -      -      -  0 


TRIO  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  Owned  by  W.  16.  Todd,  Vermillion,  Obio. 


In  all  the  fractions  I  have  given  a  point  over 
the  parts  which  cannot  be  helped,  in  order  to 
show  my  points.  Now,  I  propose  to  score  this 
specimen  by  this  standard,  and  also  by  it  with 
symmetry,  which  will  be  alike,  I  having  made 
the  analysis  to  show'  fully  the  action  on  the 
specimen  scored,  and  to  show  that  while  Jacobs 
fought  he  was  protecting,  useful  heavy-bodied 
fowls  he  was  doing  just  the  opposite.  Now,  first 
cut  the  two  scales  of  points  and  see  where  the 
cut  comes.  We  will  say  that  if  it  could  be  so 
that  a  specimen  was  just  25  per  cent,  off  perfect 
|  in  all  its  points,  and  we  have  the  following, 
j  which  will  show  you  with  force  that  while  we 
1  give  large  numbers  and  particularly  protect  and 
encourage  developments,  that  as  we  only  use  a 
a  scale  of  points  to  punish  defects  we  work  ruin 
to  the  specimen  Instead  of  protection,  and  the 
only  way  to  secure  an  evenly-balanced  form  is 


You  see  symmetry  in  the  standard  manes  no 
difference  in  the  result,  but  that  the  25  per  cent, 
against  breast  and  body  looms  up.  and  that,  so 
sure  as  your  pet  specimen  has  its  out  In  the 
breast  and  body,  and  its  competitor  in  other 
sections  you  are  beat.  The  fact  is  only  one  bird 
in  a  thousand  is  perfect  ins-  mmetry.breast  and 
body,  nine  times  in  ten,  is  where  symmetry  is 
cut  a  point  the  defect  which  caused  it  was  in 
the  breast  and  body.  Then,  if  the  section  that 
is  universally  effected  h-as  an  undue  number  of 
points  then  its  defect  becomes  that  much  more 
severely  punished  Now  let  one  of  the  defects 
that  Mr.  Jacobs  describes  to  be  cut  with  sever- 
ity come  in.  For  instance,  in  body  the  breast 
bone  is  crooked.  If  we  folio iv  his  standard  we 
must  cut  deep  enough  to  appear  to  all  present  a 
severe  cut  by  the  judge.  Under  his  standard 
what  should  be  a  severe  cut.  Why  25  per  cent. 


Condition— Head  swollen ;  has  roup  -  2 
Head— All  right  in  form ;  eye  long  but  out 

of  color  Of; 

Comb — Large,  with  side  sprig    -     -     -  ly 
Wattles— Red     -------  o 

Earlobes— Red,  but  has  a  white  spot  on 

them     --------  1 

Neck— Not  curved ;  is  whitish  grey,  barred 

with  black  ------ 

Back  —Nothing  to  point  with  - 
Wings— White  in  quills:  has  full  white 

feather  in  one  wing:  has  ground  color  not 

white ;    has    blue     stone-color    bars  ; 

has  splashes  of  white,  so  must  be  cut 

severely :  here  the  standard  in  its  defect 

nullifies  its  description  - 
Tail— Carried  too  upright ;  has  white  sickles, 

and  bars  are  not  black  - 
Fluff — Has  a  nice  blueish  grey  fluff,  but  no 

bars  on  it ;  feathers  are  not  crossed  with 

black.  Fifty  per  cent,  in  color  off  -  - 
Legs— Rather    small,  and  too    dark  in 

color     -     --     --      --  - 

Toes— Straight,  but  a  little  dark  ;  not  yellow 
Breast — Full  and  round ;  in  color  blueish 

grey,  barred  with  black  .... 


0% 

1% 

0% 

1% 
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Body— Round  at  side ;  deep ;  light  blue  grey, 
with  blue  black,  breast  bone  straight ;  the 
white  being  grey  then  certainly  the  white 
or  10  per  cent,  of  it,  if  blueish  grey,  is  20 
per  cent,  say      ------  V/„ 

mi 

82^ 

Here  we  have,  in  outs,  a  bird  cut  50  per 
cent,  on  condition,  25  per  cent,  on  head,  50  per 
cent,  on  comb,  33  per  cent,  on  earlobes,  30  per 
cent,  on  neck,  50  per  cent,  on  wings,  50  per  cent, 
on  tail,  25  per  cent,  on  fluff,  25  per  cent,  on  toes, 
5  per  cent,  on  breast  and  symmetry,  and  4%  per 
cent,  on  body. 

cock,  no.  2. 

Weight,  9^  pounds  0% 

Condition— All  right  0 

Head— All  right  except  stripe  on  beak      -  0% 
Comb— All  right,  but  small,  evenly  serrated  0 
Wattles— Round  and  red      -  -  0 

Earlobes— Red  0 

Neck— Blue    grey,    barred    with  black. 

Neither  color  correct  2 

Back — Nothing  to  punish  with      -     -      -  0 
Wings— The  light  is  grey,  barred  with  stone 

color.    Under  color  not  barred       -       -  2 
Tail— Blueish  gray,  barred  with  black  on 
coverlets ;  sickle  wide  at  base ;  tail  proper 
has  white  with  pale  blue  bars ;  has  black 

feather  in  coverlets  1}£ 

Fluff— Smoky  blue ;  no  bars  on  it  anywhere ; 

not  full  as  standard  describes  -  -  -  l>o 
Legs— Large,  and  good  color,  but  turn  in  at 

hocks  \% 

Toes— One  of  them  crooked— a  serious  de- 
fect —  1 

Breast— Light  grey  barred  with  black ;  has 

two  black  feathers  in  same  -  -  -  2% 
Body— Has  a  crooked  breast  bone ;  is  blue- 
_  ish  grey  barred  with  dark  stone  color ;  is 
off  in  under  and  cross  colors ;  must  cut 
the  crooked  bone  severely,so  not  less  than 
20  per  cent,  of  13K.  which  is  2  and  7-10, 
while  color  is  cut  fully  25  per  cent,  or  2%.  5 

18 

While  in  No.  2  we  have  a  bird  cut  5  per  cent, 
in  weight,  25  per  cent,  in  head,  33  per  cent,  in 
neck,  33  per  cent,  in  wings,  33  per  cent,  in  tail, 
50  per  cent,  in  fluff,  50  per  cent,  in  toes,  10  per 
cent,  in  breast  and  symmetry,  25  per  cent,  in 
body,  and  No.  2  is  beaten  by  No.  1.  In  No.  2 
we  have  cuts  from  30  to  50  per  cent,  in  all  but 
breast  and  body,  they  5  and  4K  per  cent. 

While  in  No.  2  the  cuts  are  from  5  to  50  per 
cent,  in  all  but  body,  which  is  only  25  per  cent., 
and  while  he  is  the  best  bird  by  a  harmonious 
standard,  and  looks  the  best  to  all  visitors,  he 
must  take  second  place  because  of  a  crooked 
bone  coming  in  a  section  that  gives  a  large 
number  of  points  to  body,  and  bear  in  mind, 
now,  the  50  per  cent,  cuts  in  the  specimen  is  on 
toes  2  points,  while  the  other  bird  is  faulty  all 
the  way  through— to  a  large  degree.  The  in- 
fluence of  all  standards  are  alike.  They  are 
knives  which  are  applied  to  dissect  a  defect.  If 
you  make  a  long  knife  for  one  section  and  a  jack 
knife  for  the  other,  and  each  cut  25  per  cent., 
the  long  knife  is  going  to  make  a  bad  gash  in 
proportion  to  the  other.  Jacobs  has  made  too 
long  a  knife  for  the  breast  and  body  of  his 
standard,  both  in  form  and  color,  and  he  has 
failed  badly  to  protect  his  useful  baggy-fluffed 
unusual  color  bird  by  a  standard  unequal  in  its 
division  of  parts  and  describing  them  in  a  color 
he  never  saw  in  a  show  room,  and  never  will. 
Besides,  his  serious  defect  stultifies  his  descrip- 
tion in  color.  Shall  I  say  any  more,  Jacobs  ? 

Felch. 

The  City  Hall,  Indianapolis. 

The  "biggest  hall  on  earth"  for  a  poultry 
show,  is  the  way  Sid  Conger  puts  it.  And  it  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  finest  for  the  purpose  in 
this  country,  and  two  shows  in  one  will  be  held 
in  it.  There  are  seats  on  the  stage  alone  for  732 

geople,  and  the  auditorium  and  galleries  seat 
)00  more.  One  of  the  most  admirable  features 
of  this  grand  hall  is  its  ventilation.  •  This  is  so 
perfect  that  the  great  audiences  it  is  designed 
to  accommodate  will  not  suffer  from  lack  of 
pure  air,  even  in  the  sultriest  day  in  August. 
It  is  pronounced  by  experts  to  be  the  best  venti- 
lated hall  that  it  is  possible  for  human  skill  and 
ingenuity  to  contrive.  Acoustically,  it  is  equally 
perfect,  and  skilled  musicians  say  there  is  no 
music  hall  anywhere  that  will  meet  all  require- 
ments so  happily  as  does  this  one.  The  galleries 
will  seat  eight  hundred  persons  with  standing 
room  for  four  hundred  more.  These  galleries 
are  roomy,  and  cool,  and  so  high  above  the 
main  floor  as  to  neither  obstruct  ventilation  or 
sight.  A  pleasing  feature  of  the  building,  and 


one  that  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  beauty 
of  the  auditorium,  is  the  corridors,  which  go 
around  three  sides  of  the  hall.  These  also 
serve  as  ready  means  of  exit.  The  seatings  are 
opera  chairs,  and  are  exceedingly  comfortable. 
From  the  floor  of  the  hall  to  the  ceiling  is  fortv- 
six  feet.  This  ceiling  is  of  wood,  artistically 
paneled  ana  beautiful.  The  stairways  leading 
irom  the  entrance  past  the  box  office  to  the  ves- 
tibule above  are  spacious  and  easy  of  ascent. 
The  vestibule  above,  like  that  at  the  entrance, 
is  handsomely  tiled.  This  upper  vestibule  is 
broad  and  airy,  being  thirty  feet  wide.  Four 
large  entrances  open  from  this  into  the  hall. 

Management  of  Pigeons, 

Mr.  Halsey  Clarke,  Quogue,  N.  Y.,  sends  us 
an  article  on  pigeons,  which  may  be  of  value  to 
those  interested.  He  is  an  experienced  breeder 
of  pigeons,  and  sends  the  letter  at  our  request. 
He  says : 

Having  received  your  postal,  wishing  me  to 
send  you  an  article  on  pigeons.I  will  tell  you  how 
I  manage  them.  In  the  first  place  you  must 
have  a  loft,  it  must  be  cool  in  the  summer  and 
warm  in  the  winter.  They  must  be  fed  well ; 
do  not  give  them  more  at  a  time  than  they  can 
clean  up ;  feed  twice  a  day— wheat,  corn,  millet 
and  peas  are  good  for  them.  You  must  have 
more  than  twice  as  many  nest  boxes  as  you  have 


It  may  often  happen  that  the  novice  will  try  to 
mate  two  of  the  same  sex.  If  both  be  males,  the 
strutting  and  cooing  and  fighting  will  quickly 
make  the  mistake  evident.  If  both  be  females, 
there  will  be  no  love-making,  but  may  be  some 
quarreling.  How  to  distinguish  the  sexes  is  a 
matter  that  frequently  puzzles  expert  breeders. 
There  is  not  a  single  motion  of  the  male  that  is 
not  imitated  by  the  female,  which  increases  the 
difficulty.  But  the  experienced  eve  can  gener- 
ally detect  the  masculine  or  feminine  features 
of  a  bird,  and  will  name  the  sex  nine  times  out 
of  ten.  There  is  no  way  to  get  this  experience 
except  by  long  and  careful  observation.  The 
female  is  smaller,  as  a  rule,  than  the  male,  and 
has  a  feminine  look  about  the  head  and  neck, 
the  eyes  being  milder,  the  head  narrower  and 
the  neck  more  slender  than  the  corresponding 
parts  of  the  cock.  The  hen  lays  two  eggs  ana 
then  both  birds  assist  in  hatching  them.  The 
hen  sits  all  night  and  a  part  of  the  day ;  the  cock 
sits  the  balance  of  the  time.  Both  assist  in  feed- 
ing the  squabs.  If  the  hen  lays  again  before  the 
first  brood  are  out  of  the  nest,  the  cock  will 
usually  take  entire  charge  of  the  young  ones, 
besides  doing  his  share  of  incubation.  The  two- 
eggs  will  hatch,  three  times  out  of  four,  one 
male  and  one  female.  It  is  not  wise  to  mate,  or 
to  allow  to  mate,  birds  so  closely  related.  In- 
breeding kept  up  continuously  is  no  better  for 
the  health  and  vigor  of  pigeons  than  it  is  for 
stock  and  for  human  beings. 

If  at  any  time  a  pair  of  pigeons  from  age  or 
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pairs  of  pigeons,  for  you  should  not  keep  them 
crowded  too  much.  Let  them  have  their  free- 
dom as  much  as  possible.  They  should  be  shut 
up  in  winter  and  during  seed  time.  Take  the 
squabs  away  as  soon  as  they  are  large  enough 
to  sell.  If  the  old  ones  are  well  fed  they  will  lay 
about  nine  times  during  the  year.  If  you 
have  a  pair  that  do  not  hatch  well  mate  them 
with  some  others.  I  noticed  an  article  from  a 
correspondent  that  you  must  not  let  the  hens 
lay  more  than  three  times  during  the  season.  I 
would  like  to  know  how  to  prevent  them.  Also 
how  he  changes  an  old  pair  of  squabs  to  the  nest 
of  a  young  pair  of  pigeons.  If  I  should 
change  mine  I  would  soon  be  minus  two  pair  of 
squabs. 

In  this  connection  we  also  take  an  article  from 
the  Farm  Journal,  which  adds  more  light  on  the 
subject: 

It  says  that  pigeons  breed  in  pairs  and  when 
once  mated  remain  faithful  to  each  other  until 
some  outside  influence  comes  in  to  break  up  the 
relationship.  This  being  the  case  any  number  of 
varieties  may  be  bred  in  their  purity  in  one  loft. 
In  starting  with  a  promiscuous  lot  of  birds,  or  in 
introducing  a  new  lot,  it  is  always  advisable  to 
mate  them  pair  by  pair  before  turning  them  into 
the  loft.  To  induce  them  to  mate,  put  them  in  a 
coop  together.  It  is  better  to  have  the  coop 
divided  into  two  apartments  by  a  slatted  parti- 
tion and  thus  keep  the  birds  separate  for  one  day 
at  least.  If  at  the  end  of  this  rime  they  show  a 
disposition  to  be  friendly,  they  may  be  allowed 
to  occupy  the  same  apartment.  In  another  day 
or  two  they  will  have  completed  their  courtship 
and  may  be  turned  into  the  loft  to  select  their 
nest.  The  coop  should  be  so  screened  that  no 
other  birds  can  be  seen  by  the  pair  it  is  desired 
to  mate,  for  if  the  old  mate  of  either  one  be  in 
sight,  they  cannot  be  easily  induced  to  give  or  re- 
ceive attention  from  strangers. 


other  cause  become  uncertain  or  slow  breeders- 
it  is  best  to  separate  them  and  mate  each  one  with 
young  and  vigorous  birds.  Mated  birds  should 
not  be  turned  into  the  loft  in  too  great  numbers 
at  one  time,  since  there  will  be  contention  and. 
fighting  over  the  choice  of  nests.  The  first  lot 
should  have  time  given  them  to  select  their  nests 
before  the  others  are  put  in.  It  is  important 
that  unmated  birds  be  kept  out  of  a  loft.  None 
should  be  put  in  and,  if  from  death  or  the  escape 
of  odd  young  birds  the  sexes  become  unequally 
divided,  care  must  be  taken  to  get  the  surplus 
out,  and  to  put  them  in  a  separate  enclosure. 
These  odd  specimens  by  their  coquetry  and  in- 
trigue separate  those  already  paired,  and  the 
males  not  infrequently  hustle  squabs  out  of  the 
nests  and  kill  them.  This  inequality  of  the  sexes 
is  a  common  cause  of  failure  to  succeed  in  pigeon 
breeding.  There  is  a  tendency  for  the  males  to 
become  the  most  numerous  in  every  loft.  The 
female  squab  is  generally  the  smallerand  weaker 
of  the  two,  and  if  either  dies,  as  often  happens, 
it  is  naturally  the  weaker  one.  Unmated  birds 
should  be  removed  as  quietly  as  possible,  as  it  is 
very  desirable  that  the  birds  be  Kept  tame.  No 
quick  or  violent  motions  should  be  made  to 
frighten  them.  They  should  become  accustomed 
to  the  presence  of  their  keeper,  and  should  learn 
to  regard  him  as  a  friend,  and  not  as  an  enemy. 
It  may  be  added  at  this  point  that  no  one  can  be- 
come a  successful  pigeon  keeper  who  will  not 
take  the  time  to  observe  and  study  with  great 
care  the  habits  and  wants  of  his  birds.  To  do 
this  it  will  be  necessary  to  spend  a  good  many 
hours  in  the  loft  for  the  first  six  months. 


A  Good  Incubator  Hatch.— Mr.  Walter  S. 
Abbott,  Arlington  Heights.  111.— "With  a  badly 
damaged  incubator  my  first  hatch  was  39  chicks 
out  of  45  eggs,  or  86%  per  cent.  I  think  it  not  a 
bad  showing  for  the  first  attempt.  Heat  kept  at 
between  102  and  104." 


1887. 
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Mr.  Todd's  Poultry  Farm. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Todd,  Vermillion,  Ohio,  is  probably 
■one  of  the  longest-established  breeders  in  the 
United  States.  He  keeps  anything  in  the  poul- 
try line  that  can  be  called  for.  Guineas,  Ducks, 
Turkeys,  Geese,  and  ornamental  birds.  And, 
what  is  more,  he  kee:>s  first-class  stock.  He 
stands  as  high  for  integrity  as  any  breeder  in 
the  country,  and  his  long  experience  has  taught 
him  to  know  how  to  please  every  customer.  At 
our  request  he  sends  us  the  illustration  given  of 
a  trio  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  drawn  for  him  by  the 
artist  Sewe'll,  which  is  very  well  done.  Water 
fowls  are  a  specialty  with  Mr.  Todd,  and  he  does 
a  large  business  every  season.  Drop  him  a  card 
for  one  of  his  circulars.  See  illustration  on  page 
299. 

American  Poultry  Show. 

The  American  Poultry  Breeder's  Association 
met  at  the  Sherman  House,  Chicago,  September 
10, 1887,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  premium 
list  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  coming 
show  November  8  to  18, 1887. 

The  poultry  press  was  well  represented.  C.J. 
"Ward  of  the  American  Poultry  Journal,  Dr.  J. 
L.  S.  Hall,  Editor,  H.  W.  McClune,  Manager  of 
the  Poultry  Letter,  and  others.  The  association 
was  met  by  the  following  well-known  gentlemen 
of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Agriculture:  J- 
Irving  Pierce,  M.  A.  Morse,  and  J.  Hartley 
Bradley,  Chicago. 

Must  Pay  Up. 

Some  of  you  poultry  editors  who  went  for  Tams 
■will  now  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
Tams  is  going  for  you.  Get  ready  for  libel  suits- 
Every  paper  that  copied  from  the  N.  Y.  World 
■endorsed  the  libel,  and  must  pay  up.  Tams  did 
not  run  away.  It  was  his  wife  who  left  and  he 
■went  to  find  her,  so  we  are  informed,  and  Tams 
is  back,  and  is  going  to  be  backed  by  Vander- 
"bilt  on  the  libels.  We  are  safe,  as  we  kept 
•silent. 

The  Judges  of  the  New  York  Show. 

The  following  judges  for  the  next  New  York 
Poultry  Show  to  be  held  at  Madison  Square 
•Garden,  December  14th  to  21st  next  have  been 
engaged:  J.  Y.  Bicknell, of  Buffalo ;  I.  K.  Fetch, 
of  Natick,  Mass. ;  J.  D.  Nevius,  of  Philadelphia: 
•Geo.  O.  Brown,  of  Baltimore;  Geo.  S.  Pratt,  of 
Bridgeport.Conn.;  Abel  F.Stevens.of  Wellesley, 
Mass. ;  and  C.  F.  Thompson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
formerly  of  New  Hampshire.  The  Superintend- 
ent will  be  Geo.  S.  Pratt,  and  the  Pigeon  De- 
partment will  be  in  charge  of  Mrs.  E.  S.  Starr, 
Race  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  American 
Fanciers  of  Pigeon  Flying.  Every  indication 
points  to  this  being  the  grandest  show  that  has 
taken  place  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  A  great 
many  novel  features  will  be  added  that'will  pop- 
ularize the  show,  and  coming  as  it  does  just  be- 
fore the  Holidays,  an  enormous  attendance  is 
expected.  The  premium  list  containing  full  in- 
formation is  now  ready,  and  will  be  mailed  on 
application.  Mr.  J.  Frank  Clark  is  Correspond- 
ing Secretary.  38  Dey  Street,  New  York  City. 


\      Eggs  Are  Not  Eggs. 

When  you  order  a  sitting  of  eggs  what  do  you 
really  seek  ?  Not  eggs  but  stock.  We  give  an 
item  from  the  N.  H.  Mirror  which  will  throw 
:some  light  on  the  object  in  buying  eggs.  Read 
it: 

"Some  persons  object  to  paying  from  $1  to  $5 
for  eggs  from  pure-bred  stock,  giving  as  their 
reason  that  they  themselves  do  not  realize  more 

•.than  twenty-five  cents  per  dozen,  and  think  such 
prices  exorbitant,  which  would  be  true  if  only 
the  eggs  were  required,  as  such  eggs  are  of  no 
more  value  on  the  table  than  eggs  from  ordinary 
fowls.  But  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the 

•eggs  are  not  really  what  are  required.  The  de- 
mand is  for  the  stock.  The  eggs  simply  contain 

-the  germs  of  something  that  is  needed,  but  so 

-far  as  their  nutritive  value  is  concerned  it  does 
not  enter  into  the  estimate  of  value  at  all.  Eggs 

.-.are  eggs  when  sent  to  market,  but  eggs  from 
pure-bred  fowls  are  in  a  different  position.  Their 
value  depends  upon  the  kind  or  stock  they  came 
from.  They  represent  something  that  is  to  be 
the  foundation  upon  which  an  improvement  in 
poultry  is  to  be  made,  and  although  $5  may 
seemingly  be  a  very  high  price  for  eggs,  yet  the 
poultry  that  may  be  raised  therefrom  is  often 
obtained  at  a  very  low  cost  and  the  amount  so 

•expended  well  invested." 


Now,  when  you  order  eggs  you  care  but  very 
little  for  them  as  eggs,  but  you  do  value  the  ex- 
pected stock  from  them.  Hence,  when  some  ex- 
press surprise  over  the  apparent  high  price  of 
$5  for  a  sitting  of  eggs  they  simply  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  commercial  sense.  A  Jersey  calf 
may  be  a  very  small  animal  but  its  value  may 
be  greater  than  a  full-grown  Texas  steer,  the 
only  difference  between  the  calf  and  the  chick 
being  that  the  chick  is  purchased  in  the  embryo 
condition  (or  rather  germ  condition)  in  the  egg 
while  the  calf  is  not.  Hence  eggs  are  not  eggs, 
(or  are'  not  bought  for  their  worth  as  eggs)  to 
him  who  desires  to  improve.  What,  he  wishes  is 
the  stock.  And  when  a  neighbor  wishes  to  ex- 
change eggs  with  you  he  forgets  that  he  is  ask- 
ing you  to  exchange  your  stock  for  ecjgs  that  may 
be  of  but  little  value  to  you. 


How  Two  Names  Confuse. 

There  is  a  new  Poultry  Keeper,  published 
somewhere  in  Michigan,  and  the  Poulter  has 
this  to  say  about  it: 

"A  party  sends  us  75  cents,  and  says,  send  us 
Poulter  and  Poultry  Keeper,  which  /'.  K.  does 
he  want,  and  which  will  generally  get  the  cred- 
it for  results  accomplished.  We  fear  Bro.  C. 
has  not  selected  a  name  upon  which  to  build  a 
record.  Why  not  change  the  name  of  the  child 
now.  while  young?  Even  a  "Campbell"  may 
find  too  such  jolly  good  papers  a  fearful  load'. 
As  a  matter  of  course  having  climbed  "the  lad- 
der" so  high  as  to  already  see  the  "beautiful 
vision,"  it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  Jacob  (s)to 
take  a  back  seat." 

Just  so;  and  we  think  the  rther  Keeper  made 
a  mistake  in  selecting  such  a  name.  It  is  not 
at  all  in  our  way,  but  confuses  readers.  We 
rather  think  it  will  lose  by  the  arrangement,  as 
there  is  but  one  well-known  Poultry  Keeper: 

Cincinnati's  Model  Association. 

The  members  of  the  Cincinnati  Poultry,  Pigeon 
and  Pet  Stock  Co.,  since  its  organization  in  1884, 
have  contemplated  the  incorporation  of  the 
society  on  a  solid  basis.  The  exhibits  and  at- 
tendance at  both  shows  given  were  so  en- 
couraging, that  they  incorporated  this  summer 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $2000,  divided  into  400  shares  of 
$5.00  each.  Not  more  than  2  shares  will  be  sold 
any  one  person,  and  they  prefer  selling  but  one- 
that  each  share  will  represent  a  member. 

The  society,  since  its  organization,  has  given 
two  splendid  exhibitions,  and  are  preparing  for 
the  third  with  1000  coops  on  hand,  $500  of  stock 
already  taken,  and  a  handsome  balance  in  the 
treasury. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are :  C.  W. 
Drake,  President ;  W.  B.  Brueckner,  Vice-Presi- 
dent: F.  W.  Bennett,  Secretary;  S.  W.  Higdon, 
Cor.  Secretary ;  H.  Lackman,  Jr.,  Treasurer. 


Some  Reviews  of  Items. 

Mr.  D.  Edson  Smith,  of  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  in 
looking  over  the  Poultry  Keeper,  is  prompted 
to  send  us  the  following  letter: 

On  page  208  you  recommend  four  feet  wire 
netting  fence  for  large  breeds  of  fowls,  and  six 
for  small.  I  have  had  but  four  months'  experi- 
ence in  this  kind  of  fencing.  I  have  125  lively 
Brown  Leghorns  corralled  with  a  three  feet  wire 
netting  :  and  they  stay  inside  the  yard.  In  fact, 
they  will  fly  over  a  panel  of  six  feet  lath  fence, 
in  one  corner,before  attempting  the  openmeshed 
fence.  A  few  got  to  flying  on  to  the  stakes  the 
fence  was  fastened  to.  But  putting  a  loop  of 
wire  over  each  stake  prevented  their  exit.  On 
page  199  of  Poultry  Keeper,Mi\D.  B.  Richards 
says  "Raise  your  fowls  with  the  natural  laws 
that  govern  those  things,  and  you  won't  have 
sick  chickens,  but  it  requires  some  sense  and 
much  labor."  Doubtless  this  is  all  true.  But 
will  Bro.  Richards  be  so  kind  to  puzzled  human- 
ity as  to  give  us  a  few  practical  items  from  his 
long  and  successful  experience  on  the  "natural 
laws  governing  these  things?"  "Sense  and 
labor"  often  fail  for  ages  to  find  out  the  best 
methods  of  doing  things.  But  if  Mr.  Richards 
has  raised  fowls  for  forty  years,  with  a  loss  of 
but  six  from  disease,  he  ought  to  be  able  to  en- 
lighten a  good  many  of  us  who  have  given  a  deal 
oflabor,  and  all  the  sense  we  have,  to  this  sub- 
ject. On  page  199  of  Poultry  Keeper,  Mr.  D. 
'G .Griffin,  East  Wakefield. N.Y.,  says,  "Last  year 
my  flock  paid  me  a  profit  of  two  dollars  each  in 
poultry  and  eggs."  In  reading  such  statements 
I  always  regret  that  particulars  are  not  given. 
Such  bald  statements  teach  us  nothing.  But,  the 


hoio  it  is  done,  will.  To  me,  who  pays  $1.50  a 
year  for  food  for  each  hen,  it  is  a  mystery  how 
they  can  be  made  to  yield  a  profit  of  "two  dol- 
lars a  year."  Please  rise  and  explain. 

It  is  just  such  criticisms  as  the  above .  that  en- 
able us  all  to  learn.  It  is  easy  enough  to  make 
statements,  but  it  is  the  solid  bottom  facts  we  are 
striving  for.  A  standard  for  points  is  good  in  its 
place,  but  the  Poultry  Keeper,  with  the  assist 
ance  of  its  small  army  of  correspondence,  is  aim- 
ing for  a  standard  that  points  out  the  most  profit 
from  the  least  expense.  And  to  do  so  we  must  get 
down  to  hard  pan  bottom  facts. 


Coble;kill's  Poultry  Show. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  New  York 
Poultry  an&J'et  Stock  Association  of  CoWeskill 
was  held  at  the  American  Hotel  on  the  9fh  inst. 
The  Association  was  organized  in  1885.  and  the 
reports  from  its  various  officers  show  it  to  be  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  After  acting  upon  a 
number  of  applicants  for  membership,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected :  A.  H.  Sexton, 
President;  N  G.  Lowley,  D.J.Dow,  Vice  Presi- 
dents; A.  C.  Kilmer,  Secretary;  Jonas  Dillen- 
back,  Ass't  Secretary;  C.  L.  Griggs,  Treasurer; 
Board  of  Directors.  D.  C.  Dow,  L.  T.  Fox,  P. 
Dwelly,  George  Bouton,  T.J.Eldredge,  M.Angle, 
C.L.Griggs,  R. T.  Schermerhorn,  E.  Waldron. 
At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Directors,  Jan- 
uary 24,  25  and  26th,  1888,  was  fixed  as  the  date 
for  holding  the  annual  exhibition.  The  great 
interest  taken  in  the  breeding  of  fancy  poultry 
in  this  and  adjoining  counties  for  the  past  few 
years  ensures  the  success  of  the  exhibition,  as  it 
will  be  the  only  one  held  in  this  vicinity. 


How  to  Tell  Fresh  Eggs. 

If  you  wish  to  preserve  eggs  look  at  them 
through  a  strong  light.  See  that  they  are  per- 
fectly clear,  with  not  a  dark  spot  through  them. 
A  good  way  to  tell  a  fresh  egg  is  by  the  air  bub- 
ble on  the  large  end.  The  smaller  the  air  bub- 
ble the  fresher  the  egg.  A  fresh  egg  must  be 
closely  examined  to  see  the  air  bubble.  Hold  it 
up  to  an  egg  tester,  turn  it  around  slowly,  and 
look  close  near  the  top  of  the  large  end.  If  the 
bubble  looks  large,  say  one-quarter  of  an  inch 
deep,  it  should  not  be  used.  Get  a  fresh  egg, 
newly  laid,  and  make  yourself  familiar  witli  the 
position  and  size  of  the  air  bubble.  You  can 
then  always  tell  a  fresh  egg,  as  the  bubble  be- 
comes larger  and  larger  every  day.  A  fresh 
egg  has  a  somewhat  rough  shell,  while  the  shell 
of  a  stale  egg  is  very  smooth.  Wheii  cooked, 
the  contents  of  a  fresh  egg  stick  to  the  shell, 
and  must  be  removed  with  the  spoon,  but  a  stale 
egg,  when  boiled  hard,  permits  the  shell  to  be 
peeled  off  like  the  skin  of  an  orange.  It  takes  a 
longer  time  to  boil  a  fresh  egg  hard  than  it  does 
for  a  stale  egg,  and  fresh  eggs  are  more  easily 
beaten  into  a  froth  than  stale  ones.  You  can- 
not, however,  tell  a  fertile  egg  until  after  it  has 
been  under  the  hen  a  week,  though  experts  can 
tell  after  the  fourth  day.  It  is  very  easy  to  tell 
a  fresh  egg  by  using  an  egg  tester  such  as  we 
illustrate'm  this  issue,  though  any  kind  of  an 
egg  tester  will  answer.  Some  examine  with  the 
hand  alone. 


That  Curious  Case. 

Mr.  D.  N.  Byerlee,  G'and  Island,  Neb.,  re- 
ferring to  the  hen,  (in  May  issue,)  that  lived,  al- 
though she  had  a  hole  in  her  side,  says : 

Referring  to  the  "curious  case"  in  the  May 
number  of  the  P.  K.  Just  before  the  chick  comes 
out  of  the  shell  it  takes  up  into  its  body  all  the 
yellow  portion  of  the  egg.  This  is  done  through 
an  opening  under  the  body  of  the  chick  near 
where  this  opening  was  found  by  the  writers, 
which  closes  immediately  and  heals  over  when 
the  chick  hatches  properly ;  but  occasionally  I 
have  had  the  chick  come  out  of  the  shell  toosoon, 
and  this  opening  did  not  heal  properly,  but  some 
of  the  yellow  of  the  egg  dried"  in  the'  place  pre- 
venting its  healing,  and  the  chick  invariably 
died.  Could  not  this  hen.  from  in  jury  or  disease, 
whereby  the  regular  outlet  for  the  excrement 
was  stopped,  have  ruptured  this  place,  which 
might  not  have  entirely  healed,  and  found  a  new 
outlet,  without  at  once  impairing  her  health? 
Why  is  it  so  fatal  to  little  chicks  when  the  egg 
dries  in  this  place  at  hatching  time?  Please  let 
me  know  what  you  think  in  regard  to  it,  and  if 
there  is  any  remedy?  Allow  me  to  give  you  just 
a  little  "taffy."  There  is  not  another  poultry 
journal  in  the  country  that  can  compare  with 
the  P.-K. 

We  do  not  think  the  cases  of  the  hen  and  the 
chicks  are  exactly  alike,  as  the  hen  was  healthy 
when  young.  Chicks  fail  to  heal  when  the  heat 
is  insufficient  during  incubation.  Mr.  Grey,  of 
Rochester,  gives  his  views  in  a  previous  issue, 
which  partially  accounts  for  the  result. 
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Choice  High  Class  K.  C.  TP-.  Leshor n s. 
Great  layers.  J.  H.  Kaufman  &  Son,  Gardner,  111. 

Rooks  and"W.T."in«lottes  carefully  bred  and 
for  sale.    Eva  Germain,  Box  21,  Gardner.  111. 


P. 


or  choice  L.  Brah.,  Wyan.,  P.  Rocks  and  F. 
Ducks.    Mrs.  I.  L.  Parker,  Tracy  City,  Tenn. 


>ore  Langslians  for  sale.-T.  J.  Spraene, 

Prop.,  Quality  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  NapervilTe,  111 


$1 


00  each— choice  Langshans.  P.  Rocks,  P.  Ducks  for 
,30  days  only.    Mrs.  Geo.  Huffstetter,  Vesta,  Ind 


CHEAP— 500  Wyandottes,  P.  Rocks,  L.  and  D. 
Brah  ,  W. C.B.Polish. L.Baird  &  Co. .Eureka, 111 


100 


Thoroughbred  P.. Rock  &  Langshan  chicks  for 
sale.  Circu.  Wm.  A.  Dreher,  Drehersville,  Pa. 


s 


trictlv  Pnre  B.Leghorn  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale. 
Circular  free.  P.  A.  AREHART.Timberville,  Va. 


Beantifnl  Laced  Wyiulofle  and  I*.  Rock 
chicks  $1,  $1.50,  $2  each.  W.R. Teeter,  Pittston,  Pa 


T 


he  Fanciers'  Review,  Chatham,  N.Y.  1G 

pp.,  64  col.,  only  25c.  a  year. Pithy  and  practical. 


SC.  W.  Leghorns.  Knnpp's  Strain,  for 
.  sale.       L.  F.  KEEBAUGH,  Hannibal,  Md. 


orkings.Rrnhmas, Cochins  and  Pigeons 

for  sale.   D.  Kirclien  bower,  Sweedesboro,  N.J. 


w 


H.  WTASDOTT?,  &  W.  P.  Rock  ehicksj300 
for  sale  cheap.    T.MLEROTJX,  Toledo,  <J. 


FOR  SALE.— S  S.  IT"  mburg  cockerel  and  pullets. 
Address,  EVGEN  .1  HALL,  Moberly,  Mo. 


For  Sale  Cheap- 
and  Brooder— new. 


'Hill*'  Incnbator  and 

A.  Higgs,  Cuyahoga  Falls,  O. 

FOR  SALE— 1  Br.  Leghorn  Cock  and  5 
cock'ls,  SI. 5u  each.    W.B.  Church,  Sturgis,  Mich. 

OQfl  Funny  Selections,  Scrap  Pictures, etc..  and  nice 
OUU  Sample  Cards  for  2c.  Hill  Pub.  Co.,  Cadiz,  O. 

FOR  SALE— 150  high  scoring  Br.  Leghorns  at  sac- 
rifice prices.      H.  I.  MORSE,  Olney,  Illinois. 

HL.  SHELBY.  Reddick,  Illinois. 
•  Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry. 

JHAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa.. 
*  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 


lanchariV s  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


B 

BLACK  MINORCAS  only,  from  imported  stock. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  Eastwood,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

ID  CONGER.  Flat  Rock.  Ind..  breeds  the 
best  prize  1*.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir. 


s 
w 


H.  MINORCAS,  ready  to  ship,  from  stock  im- 
ported last  Nov.  R.  F.  Moore,  Milford  Mills,  Pa. 

5 Cents  for  Manual  how  to  make  Egg  food,  Tonics,  In- 
cubator(and  to  man'g),  Preserve  eggs,  etc.,  with 
Pict'l  desc'p'n  of  fowls.    W.S.Fultz,  Mt. Vernon,  O. 

JAMES  A.  STIMSON,  DAT,  NEW  YORK, 
has  for  sale  White  Wyandottes,  R.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  Houdaus,  Langshans.  Prices  reasonable. 

EH.  BARNEY,  Breeder  of  Fine  S.  C.W. 
•  Leghorns,  has  removed  to  E.  Cleveland,  O. 
Address  orders  for  chicks  to  101  Streator  Ave. 


Mammoth  Bronze  Turlseys  and  Poland 
China  Hogs.  Breeder  of  tne  noted  Tom,  C.  J. 
Ward,  scoring  loo  points.  B.L.Wood, Springdale,  la. 

RED  CROSBY,  Viola,  111.,  is  closing  out  his  en- 
tire stock  of  W.  and  L.  Wyandottes.  Write. 


FOR  SALE.— Bl.  Cochins,  fowls  and  clicks  from 
my  grand  mating  of  'i>.  sell  cheap  to  make  room. 
.  Send  for  prices.    W.  H.  Clakk,  Mechaiiicsuurg,  O. 

Gem  Poultry  Yards,  Chardon,  O.,  S.  C.  W.  &  B. 
Leghorns,  scoring  1)4 '-2  to  97.  Fine  young  stock.  ST 
to  915  trio.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Cir.  lor  stamp. 

FOR  SALE— BLACK  COCHIN  FOWLS  and 
Chicks  from  my  grand  mating  of  \sr.   Will  seii 
cheap.  Send  for  cir.   \V. II. Clark,  Meehanjcsburg,  J. 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP— MY  ENTIRE  STOCK 
of  S.O.W.  LEGHORNS.  Write  for  l  ricesat  once. 
C.  A.  JOHANNES  EN,  West  7th  Street,  Erie,  Pa. 

WYANDOTTES,  P.  ROC¥£S,  HOUDANS, 
Lt.  Brahmas,  S.S.  Hambuigs,  Langshans,  S.C. 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns  to  sell.  500  to  select 
from.  Stock  from  most  popular  breeders  in  America. 
W.  C.  West,  No. 250  N.Emporia  Ave,  Wichita,  Kan. 


FOR  SALE  CHEAP.— ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
a  recent  death  in  •family  necessitating  my  re- 
moval into  the  city,  1  offer  my  Suburban  Residence 
and  Poultry  Yards  at  a  great  sacrifice.  House,  Barn, 
2  Acres  of  Ground,  abundance  of  fruits  with  ready 
home  market,  shade  trees;  5  Poultry  Houses  with  un- 
limited range.  This  is  the  finest  location  for  poultry 
raising  in  the  West.  A  grand  chance  for  some  one. 
N.  B.— A  few  trios  of  r. Cochins  and  Wyan's,  cheap. 
Address  R.Coates,  275S.Hoyne  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

FOR  SALE.— Good  Location  for  Poultry 
business,  near  Richmond,  Va.  55  Acres  under 
fence.  Comfortable  Cottage  of  4  rooms,  Barn,  Chicken 
Yard  and  House.  Price  §1,350.  Address,  E.  H. 
BOWE,  Chester,  Chesterfield  County,-.  Virginia. 


BRONX K  T  t'KCi  ?: f  S  and  I>.  Rocks  a  specialty. 
WM .  H  .  VAN  DUKLN,  BUCKINGHAM,  III." 


^1    W.  IDELL,  Commission  Merchant  in 
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Green  and  Dried  Fruits,  Poultry,  Eggs,  etc. 
ashington  Street,  N.Y.   Price  currents  free. 


JOHN  P.  PYLE,  Willow  Dale  Pa.,  Thoroughbred 
Wyandottes.  M.  .lavas.  Buff  Cochins,  L.  Brah- 
mas, P.  Kocks,  Langshans,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Ducks. 


WTASBOTTES.B.B.  R.GAMES,  B.  LEG- 
horn>.  Rouen  and  Pekin  Ducks  for  sale.  Send 
for  prices.  DELUS  SMITH,  St.  Johusville,  N.Y. 


BR.  Turkevs  pr.  S5:  W.  Guineas  trio  S5,  P.  Ducks 
trio  S3:  Scotch  Terriers,  (A.  K.  R.)  Pecan 
Geove  Faem,  Okawville,  111. 


L^xtra  Fine  Vly.  Locks  a«t«?  Japanese 

J_J  Bantams  at  reasonable  rates'  won  i;  premiums  at 
Iowa  State  Fair,  'B7.  J.  Banchoft,  Cedar  Falls,  la. 


MA.  Weiant,  Seitsrk,  O..  Importer  and 
•  Breeder  of  White  Face  Black  Sp&nisu.  A 
grand  lot  of  Chicks  for  sale.  Prices  Reasonable. 


A NO.  1  STOCK  CHEAP.— A    FINE  LOT 
of  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn  ''ockerels  75  •.  each  from 
extra  fine  stock.  P.  A.  Webstek,  Cazenovia,  N.Y. 


PK.  Incnbator.-lf.piJ   at  t!ie  ftreaf 
•  Hammonton  Broiler  I  anus.    Only  §25 for .225 
eggs.  The  cheapest.  C.E.Small,  Hauimbnton.  N-.J. 


EP.  Cloml,  Kennett  Square.  Pa.,  breeds  <-nlv 
.  the  best  P.  Rock.  Cockerels  |.  r  sale.  1'.  B.Tnr- 
keys  and  P.  Ducks.  Breeders  write  before  buying. 


T>  XV.  SARGENT  »V  SON,  Kill  fry.  Maine. 
JA»  Fanciers  and  Importers  of  L.-ngshuus  and 
White  and  Black  Minorcas. 


AH.  LANG 
•  shans.  L.  Brah' 


Toledo,  ©.— Wyandottes,  l.ang- 
.  P  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 


DARK  BRAHMAS. 

 GRAND  SPECIMENS.  

Thomas  Perrine,  Camp  Hagerman,  Ohio. 


§5  HAND  BONE,  SHELL  AND  CORN 
MILL  for  poultrymen.    F.  Wilson's  Pat. 
Send  for  circular.    Manufactured  only  by 
WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 

T71XCELSIOR  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

Jit  Champions  of  the  east  and  west.  Highest  honors 
at  Meriden.  Ct.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.  Send  for  new  ill- 
ustrated price  list. 

SCUDDER  &  TOWNSEND,  Glen  Head,  N.Y. 

PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators,. 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  ot  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretfordl 
Poultry  Farm,  "  Garretford,  Pa. 


800  FINE  COCKERELS  FOR  SALE. 
LIGHT  BR  A  H.MAS.    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE     AND     BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

Address  Watekville  Fanciers  Association, 
Send  for  circular.       Waterville,  Oneida  co.,  N.Y. 

IT  A  XTQ  A  Q    POULTRY  YARD  IN- 

l(V/^.J>k^i\i>  CURATORS,  J.  W.  Hiles' 
Regulators.    Circulars  free. 

G.  D.  FRENCH,  Sept..  Newfield,  N.  J. 

TMPROVER  TRIUMPH    I  MP  S !  DATCIQ 

I    Warranted  to  Hatch,  equal  to   lillrUuH  I  Un 

if  not  better  than  any  Hatcher  in  the  world,  or  money 
refunded.  100-size.  815.  I.T.SLKMMEli.Marydel.McL- 


For  I"«i»«r«ed  LANGSHANS,  MINORCAS 

ati<;  Hi  _<1SXGS.    Send  2c-stamp  for  Catalogue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 


T"  T.  Brahma  Eggs  ?2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
_J  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.    Mrs.  ,1. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Hillsid"  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
»  uing  1st  prizes  wherever  shown.   Send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 

WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecceurs,  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.  Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.  T.  Thomas.  Whitford,  Pa. 


YT^HITE*  CPRTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
Vv  1*.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.    I'iy.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

/"1HAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
V^'  Co..  N.  V.  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Eggs,  S3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  S6  per  39.  Send  for  circular 

BLACK  and  Brow  n  Leghorns,  and  Lang- 
sham     Eggs  from  birds  scoring  30  to  38  to<,k  11 
H.  A.  FULLER,  6  .Marion  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 


T7<IVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
Safe  at  a  Bargain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES.  LANGSHANS, 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
BROWN  and  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  Black 
Bull"  and  Parlridee  Cochin.  Also  Pekin 
Ducks.  W.H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  I1U 


KEYSTONE-:-  POULTRY-:-  FARM, 

LANSDvLE,  PA. 

Wh.  Leglmrns  only.  Knapp  &  Jacobs  strains.  Will' 
sell  i  fine  cockerel  and  3  choice  pullets  for  S5.  Apply- 
early.   Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lausdale,  Pa. 


ilialis.  Eggs  from  birds  scoring  90  to  98:  took  11 
prizes.  ' 

HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm:  15 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P. ('.Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J.  A.  Alger,  Kirksville.  Mo. 


FOR  SALE    OR  EXCHANGF— Two  Bl.  M;- 
norcaand4  Langshan  cockerels.  4  >ms.  old.  Moi- 
timer  strain.  W.  F.  Muhlenberg,  Reading,  Pa. 

COL.  J.  LEFFEL,  Springfield,  O.,  breeds 
all  varieties  of  Fancy  Poultry,  Raoblts.  Ferrets, 
Guinea  Pigs,  Pigeons,  etc.  Se.,d  fur  new  Pr.  List. 

MINORCAS.— I  still  have  a  few  trios  of  Black 
Minorcas  which  I  Wid  sell  for  ;6  per  trio;  extra 
fine  for  ?9  per  trio,  for  want  of  room.  Address,  G. 
A.  GESMAN,  Knoxvilie,  Iowa. 


FOR  SALE.— 5  hens,  1  cock,  Imported  White  Mi- 
norcas, also  eh':  k.-,  W.  Wyandottes  and  W.  P. 
Rocks,  Eureka  Incnbator,  first-class  order,  300  egg 
size.  W.  H.  Cunningham,  Chenango  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

WANTED!— Erery  reader  of  the  Poultry  Keep- 
er to  send  postal  Tor  my  new  circular  of  Fancy 
Fowls.  JOE  GRAVES. 

American  Express  Agent,  Black  River,  N.Y. 

"OLACK  MINORCAS,  WHITE  AND  LACE 

If  WYANDOTTES,  LIGHT  BRAHMAS  and 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  LANGSHANS  S3  to  $S 
per  trio      Lewis  C.  Realty,  Washington,  N.  J. 

VALLEY  STOCK  and  POULTRY  FARM. 

V  Poland-China  Hogs,  B.  TurkeNs.  P.  Ducks  and 
all  leading  breeds  of  chickens.  Will  sell  cheap  to  re- 
duce stock.  D.B.  SUOWALTER,  Dale  Enterprise,  Ya. 

hite  *  Standard  Wys„  P.  R's.,  Leg's., 

.  S.  S.  Hanibnrgs,  Pyle,  Derby,  B.B.  R's,  Heath- 
wood  and  White  Georgian  (James,  Pekin  &  Cayuga 
Ducks  and  Turkeys.    C.  D.  Smith,  Fort  Plain,  N.Y. 

FE  ROSSITER,  box  232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
breeder  of  Games  only.  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Pyles, 
S.  Duckwing,  Tait  Claibornes,  Belfast  Reds,  and 
crosses;  all  farm  raised.   Warranted  good  as  any. 

"VT   R.  DANA,  Radnor,  Del.  Co..  Pa.. 

J^l  •  Breeds  the  '.est  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Laugsliaus  and  Brazil- 
inn  Ducks. 


w 


fTOril  name  and  addros 
J   with  self-inking  pad. 
Address,  C.  F.<>.  i 

Brt.o 


on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
■lit  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
.  !il,AKELY, 
i ...  jlcKean  county,  Pa 


THE  FAMOUS  WHITEWASHED 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR. 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  nelihouse.s 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  lor 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate - 
hen  lice,  roup,  cholera,  etc.  Send  stamp 
for  circular  which  is  very  instructive,. 
Address  F.  Schwarz,  MTg.,  Fairfield.  Conn.. 
Box  65. 

3?"  O  FZ.  SAIjE! 
500  Fine  Early  CliicliS. 

Wyandottes.  Langshans,  Plv.  Rocks,  B.  Javas  and 
Leghoi'ns,  at  $1  to  51.50  each,  all  raised  on  farms  with . 
unlimited  run.    Healthy,   vigorous  stock.  SeilcL 
stamp  for  circular  and  prices. 

JOE  GRAVES. 
American  Express  Agt.,        Black  RiTer.  N.  Y. . 

Magnetic  Foot  Battery 

!    More  people  die  every  year  in  consequence  of  cold 
i  feet  and  limbs,  than  any  other  cause.     To  keen  rhe 
:  feet  warm  is  to  protect  the  whole  body.  Our  Mag.  • 
ueric  Foot  Ralteries  will  warm  the  feet  in  five 
I  minutes,  and  keep  a  comfortable  genial  gh  w  in  the 
i  feet  and  limbs  all  day  long.   These  Vitalizing  Foot 
Battel  ies  increase  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  resit  and 
limbs,  relieve  the  tired  sick-headache  caused  by  too 
much  blood  upon  the  brain.   These  Magnetic  Foot 
Batteries  work  out  a  change  for  the  whole  body,  cure  • 
Rheumatism,  Swelling,  Aches  and  Pains  in  the  Feet 
and  Limbs,  remove  Chilblainsand  cause  a  pleasant, 
agreeable  feeling  of  life,  vigor  and  warmth,  equal  to 
the  soft  rays  of  sunshine.    Magnetism  is  "Bottled 
Sunshine."   If  you  would  have  warm  feet  send  for 
these  Insoles.   ?1. 00a  pair;  three  pairs  for  $2.00.  by 
mail.    Send  for  our  new  book,  "A  Plain  Road  to 
Health.*'  free  to  any  address. 

CHICAGO  MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO., 
6  Central  Music  Hall,        -       Chicago,  III.  . 

Tlx©  INTe-cc-  Tork 

POULTRY -:- SHOW, 

 WILL  BE  HELD  

DECEMBER  14  TO  21,  1887, 


Madison  Square  Garden. 

The  greatest  show  ever  held  in"  America.  Enter 
your  birds  everybody,  and  don't  fail  to  attend.  An 
enormous  entry  of  fowls  promised.  The  Largest 
Pigeon  Show  this  side  of  the  Crystal  Palace.  Also  a 
special  exhibit  of  Ladies'  Toy  Dogs,  Cats  and  Pets. 
Send  for  Premium  List  at  once. 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 


38  DEY  STREET, 


NEW  YORK. 


1881. 
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BLUE  ANDALUSIANS,  (best  Leghorns  and  Mi- 
norcas),  L.  Brahmas,  (gold  medal  at  Atlanta), 
Wyan's.,  Bantams,  awarded  200  prem's.  Eggs  $3  per 
set'g,  2  for  §5;  stock  cheap.  111.  circu.  for  stamp.  Oak- 
wood  Farm,  Md.  Office,  1920 G.  St.,  Washington, D.C. 


Bone  Meal,  Oyster  Shell.  Wire  Netting,  Eggina, 
Monarch  Incubators,  etc.    Send  two  cents  for  cata- 


logue. 


P.  H.  SPKAGUE, 
178  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  HL 


GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gol  d  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea,  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   Eor  full  particulars  address 
THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vssey  St.,  New  York. 


f  ST/\NDMV0 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leaky  Stan- 
dard Rooflne  is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. ( 'an  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  fiat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
F38  Be.v  Street, 
New  Youk. 


WYANDQTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  O.  B.  and  \\  .  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pi*  Games.  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Giiincn*.  Pekin  Ducks:   Errs,  $2  per  13. 

N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  H.  li.  Reds.  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusinn (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  R.  Silver 
Polish:  Ebbs,  S3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Bi-alimns.  Pekin  Bantams:  Eggs  $4. 
I  won  18  lut-amd  specialpremiums  at  A '.  ¥.,  Feb.  1886. 
TIEOS.  W.  LVDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  V. 


STAMPING 
OUTFIT 


FREE! 


The  Ladles'  World  is  a  mam- 
moth 16-page,  64-column  Illustrated 
pftper,  devoted  to  Btories,  poems, 
ladles' fancy  work,  artistic  needle- 
work, home  decoration,  houeekcep- 
fashions,  hygiene,  Juvenile 
'  reading,  etiquette,  etc.,  etc.  Ita 
publishers,  wishing  to  introduce  it 
.  into  thousands  of  homes  where  it  la 
not  already  taken,  now  make  the 
following  unprecedented  offer  T 
Upon  receipt  of  only  Thirty 
r  Centft,  toe  will  send  The  Ladles' 
World  for  Six  Months,  and  to 
every  subscriber  we  will  also  send. 
Kree  and  post-paid,  a  new  and 
valuable  Stumping  Outfit,  con- 
taining the  following  patterns  :  1 
*et  Initials, \%  In.  high,  1  Dancing 
Girl,  9  In.  high,  1  Running  Boy,  7 
In.  high,  l  spray  Daisies,  6  in.  high, 
1  bunch  Roses, 4 H  In.  high,  1  cluster 
Apple  Blossoms,  3  x4  in.,  1  Owl  on  branch, 4%  In.  high,  1  bunch 
Peaches.  1  cluster  Daisies,  1  epray  Wheat,  1  spray  Morning 
Glories,  1  Calla  Lily,  1  bunch  Forget-Me-Nots,  1  Rosebud  with 
leaves,  1  spray  Pansies,  1  spray  Bachelor's  Button  with  grasseg, 
1  Pink,  1  Day  Lily  with  bud  and  foliage,  1  spray  Vlnca,  1  bunda 
Daisies,  1  Japonlca  Bud  with  leaves,  1  Fat  Boy  (comicl,  1  cluster 
Forget-Me-Nots,  1  Pansy,  1  spray  Daisies,  1  Star  Flo  wer,  1  spray 
Spanish  Rose,  1  Outline  Design,  1  Vine,  4  patterns  for  flannel 
embroidery  and  3  smaller  designs  for  Crazy  Putchwork,  making 
In  all  35  Elegant  Patterns,  worth  at  retail  from  5  to  20  cents  each, 
and  1  Complete  Alphabet  worth  73  cents,  also  1  bDxbest  Powder, 
15c.f  1  Improved  Distributor,  10c,  and  1  Complete  Book  of  In- 
structions, 15c.  Remember,  we  give  the  entire  Outfit  described 
above  free  to  every  ona  sending  30  cents  for  a  six-months'  sub- 
scription to  our  paper.  This  Outfit  is  entirely  new,  and  muBt  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cheap  catchpenny  affairs  advertised  by 
others.  Six  subscriptions  and  sir  Outfits  will  be  sent  for  $L.60. 
Do  not  mfas  this  chance  I  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  As  to  our 
reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  in  New  York.  Address, 
8.  H.  MOORE  «fc  CO.,  37  Park  Place,  Kcw  York. 


lard. 


K.  K.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
1*  i  g  s ,  Lop-Eared 
S  and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send21-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
Nokwalk,  Ohio. 


PF  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevel 
|  |o  Ei  Cpm  returns.  No  indelicacy.  Neither 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles—especially  constipation— cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asimple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  KEEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


DP  YOU  WANT  A  D  OG  2  6 


DOC  BUYERS    GUIDE.  S 

Colored  plates,  100  engravings  [J] 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 
Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
237  S.  Eighth  St,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


WILLIAM'S  Impro.  Hut 
Waier  Incubator  &  New 
Monitor  Incubator,  heat  by  a 
new  method  and  regulated  in 
most  perfect  manner;  hand- 
some finish,  low  prices.  Brood- 
ers^. Forcir.  ad'r  A.F.Wil- 
liams, Box  293,  Bristol,  Ct. 


«.J0LED0,0HI0.  *^ 
OfefGlKATOftg 

f  BREEDER  =. 


THERMOSTATIC 

HTCUBATOH! 


Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results, 
for  circular. 


Send 


33.  S.  3=t333Nr\7CriOK, 

19  Park  Place,       -      ,        .       New  York. 

-.KING'S  PARK  POULTRYTaRDS,:- 

«1EX VILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


RARE  BIG  BARGAINS  HERE! 

IN  THOROUGHBRED  POULTRY,  BIRDS,  DOGS,  AND 
PET  STOCK  OP  ALL  VARIETIES. 

We  can  now  offer  extra  bargains  in  everything  that 
wears  fur,  hair  or  feathers ;  and  have  a  large  stock 
to  select  from .  Don' t  fail  to  send  stamp  for  our  ele- 
gant new  descriptive  catalogue,  as  it  will  same  you 
money  on  anything  you  want.  We  buy,  sell  and 
exchange  stock  of  all  kinds.  Don't  buy  or  sell  until 
you  write  to  us;  it  will  pay!  If  you  want  Fancy 
Poultry,  Turkeys,  Ducks,  Geese,  Pea  Fowls,  Guineas, 
Singing  Birds,  Dogs,  Rabbits.  Rats,  Guinea  Pigs, 
Squirrels,  Monkeys,  Pigeons,  Fancv  Birds,  Poultry 
Supplies,  Incubators,  Brooders,  Poultry  Journals, 
Books,  Papers,  Magazines,  Watches,  Chains,  Charms, 
Organs. Stationery,  Novelties.  General  Merchandise, 
or  anything  else  cheaper  than  ever  heard  of  before, 
send  stamp  to  us  for  Prices  and  you  will  never  re- 
gret it.  ~\\  e  mean  what  we  say,  and  refer  to  editor 
Poultry  Keeper.  Address: 

AMERICAN  FANCIERS'  AGENCY, 
Marshall  Co.  Vancleve,  Iowa. 


KKTAPP  BIIOS'. 

-WHITE  -J^E  G  HORNS- 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 
Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving/wH 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


isnxr^.x^r*  ehos., 


Box  501. 


lVXoxLa.rcia  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40, at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       J  AS.  RANKIN,  South  Easton,  Mass 


-iT.   33 .   3NTE  VITTS,- 

204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Hull'  Coch- 
ins, Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  lever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
S3.0O  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
$5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minoreas,  $u  per  13.    Write  for  wants. 


F 


INE  Wyandotte  and  Black  Spanish  Cockerels  for 
sale  cheap.      E.  C.  LINN,  Monmouth,  Illinois. 


10 


Wyandotte  Cockerels  for  sale  at  50c  ,  75c.  and 
$1.00  each.   L.  F.  Brensinger,  Slatington,  Pa. 


Perfect  Hatcher  Incubator  for  sale,  320 egg  capacity, 
price  $45.  Ad'r,  Edmund  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O. 


GENTS  wanted.  SI  an  hour,  50  new  articles.  Catl. 
k.  and  sample  free.  C.  E.  Marshall,  Lockport,  N.Y. 


WANTED.— A  second-hand  Incubator  of  some 
standard  make.    With  price  and  particulars 
address,       S.  D.  DRADFORD,  Perrymans,  Md. 


INCUBATORS  r1'  CircuIar 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


PEKIN  DUCKS.— Fine  lot  of  birds  for  sale  this 
fall.    Price,  drake  SI. 25,  pair  $2.00,  trio  $2.50. 
J.  M.  BOWMAN,  Nokesville,  Pr.  Wm.  Co.,  Va. 


CjAVE  money  by  writing  to  Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owa- 
O  tonna,  Minn.,  for  prices  of  premium  fowls.  Old 
birds:  the  very  best.   Write  now;  catalogue  free. 

.)O0O  Beautiful  Laced  Wyandottes  for  Sale— Cocks, 
&  hens,  C'k'ls  and  pullets;  good  birds  $1  each;  fine 
birds $1.50,  best  No.  1  $2  ea.  A.  J.  Fouch,  Warren,  Pa. 

ncNurQ  rni  j.a.  bailey  &  co.,  vet- 

U  una  Lit,  UUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B .  Leghorns .  Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886 .  Eggs  $3  ^,13;  $5  $  26. 

FOR  SALE.— 200  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  my  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  and  prices. 

II.  A.  BRADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 


WC  D  CDHIIICI1  23  years.  J.BENNETT, 
.  r.  D.  Or  Anion  gunman,  Ind.  Cir.free. 


TF  YOU  WANT  AN  INCUBATOR,  or  any 
JL  thing  in  the  way  of  POULTRY  SUP- 
PLIES, write  to  the 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 
38  Dey  Street,  NEW  YORK. 

L.  N.  CLARK,  Manager. 


l|fRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
■V  price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 


WRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  ot  her  valuable  in- 
ducements' to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 


PRESSEY'S  BROODER.  ^.gjrSSS 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  $15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Circulars  free. 

G.  W.  PRESSEY,  Hamnionton,  N.  J. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS!  f^1^^ 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,  Prop'r.,  Delavan,  Wis. 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI. 

Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minoreas,  Wyandottes, 
L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  R.  and  P. 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 


C.  B.  FANT,  pacfEx.  WRIGHT  CITY,  WO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga. ; 
they-have  an  average  score  of  94'^,  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.   


FM.  HUNGER, 
.  DeKALB,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 

ALFRED  DOYLE'S 
LT.  T3rL^H3VE^VJS 

Are  the  best.  Noted  for  their  fine  symmetry, 
plumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners 
in  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  for  the  early  fall  pairs.  Prices 
low;  circular  ready.    P.  O.  address 

Box  133,  BLUE  ISLAND,  Cook  Co.,  111. 


$1.00  FOTC  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  l  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,  ...  -  Newark,  Ohio. 


HILL 


Incuba 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'G  CO.,     CLEVELAND, O. 
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ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

W.  H.  S.,  Erie.  Pa.— Will  you  please  inform  me 
how  to  cure  bumble-foot  in  poultry  ?  Several  of 
my  Black  Spanish  hens  have  it  bad.  I  have 

fenerally  supposed  it  wascaused  by  high  perches, 
ut  it  is  not  so  in  my  case  as  the  roosting  board 
is  only  15  inches  from  the  floor  with  perches  8  or 
10  inches  above  that. 

It  certainly  comes  from  .lumping,  or  flying  over 
the  fence.  The  best  cure  is  to  remove  the  roost, 
or  board,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  open  the 
wound. 

J.  H.  S..  Morton,  Ind— 1.  How  young  will 
Light  Brahmas  begin  to  lay  on  an  average  ?  2. 
How  much  will  it  cost  to  feed  a  chicken  from 
the  time  it  is  hatched  till  it  is  a  year  old  ?  3. 
How  much  feed  will  it  take  for  ten  hens  and  a 
cock  seven  months?  4.  Are  Light  Brahmas  good 
winter  layers  ? 

1.  Eight  months.  2.  About  $1.00.  3.  Five  pecks 
are  estimated  for  a  hen  one  year.  4.  Yes. 

C.  P.  L..  Edwardsville.  Kansas— 1.  Will  ducks 
lay  after  July  1st,?  2.  Have  some  Wyandottes 
lighter  color  than  others?  3.  How  large  a  yard 
should  a  breeding  pen  for  ten  Wyandottes 
have?  4,  Would  a  south  or  an  east  slope  be 
better  for  the  pen? 

1.  Yes,  if  on  a  grass  range.  2.  Yes.  3.  Not 
less  than  10x50  feet.  4.  The  best  is  south-east. 

C.  S.,  Bridgeport,  Pa— I  have  a  White  Leghorn 
pullet  three  months  old.  I  take  notice  these  few 
days  her  tail  leans  all  on  one  side.  Can  you  in- 
form me  what  is  the  matter  with  her,  and  what 
I  can  do  to  get  it  straight? 

It  is  probably  wry  tail,  and  cannot  be  straight- 
ened. 

N.  W..  Elkhart.  Ind. — Is  there  a  poultry  paper 
printed  in  German?  I  have  had  several  persons 
asking  for  one  that  can't  read  English. 

There  is  no  German  poultry  paper  in  the  U.  S. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  B..  Macon  City,  Mo.— Where  can  I 
get  pure  Persian  Insect  powder?  We  greased 
every  hen  ami  chick  last  spring  for  lice,  but  still 
they  accumulate  and  we  can't  get  rid  of  them. 

See  article  on  lice  in  this  issue. 

T.  G.  E.,  Whitby,  Can.— Tell  me  how  many 
birds  to  keep  in  house  10x2(3  and  8  feet  high  ? 

Divide  it  into  two  apartments.  As  many  as  20 
in  each  apartment  can  then  be  accommodated. 

L.  F.  M.,  Peoria,  111.— Will  you  please  give, 
through  the  Poultry  Keeper,  a  full  description 
of  S.  S.  Hamburgs.  What  should  be  the  color  of 
the  plumage,  earlobes,  and  legs?  Have  they 
double  or  single  combs?  Were  they  imported 
chickens? 

They  were  originally  imported.  Silvery-white 
head,  white  earlobes,  rose  combs,  silvery  hackle, 
silvery  back  spangled  with  black,  spangled 
breast,  white  tail  spangled  at  the  ends,  blue  legs. 

H.  W.  J„  Canal  Fulton,  O.— Are  dark  spots  on 
the  backs  of  Light  Brahmas  a  disqualification? 
I  have  several  such  chicks  in  my  Hock.  They 
are  very  good  in  all  other  points.  1  have  a  stand- 
ard but  mat  is  all  the  good  it  does  iiie.  I  consider 
the  Poultry  Keepek  the  paper  for  all  breeders, 
the  beginners  especially. 

It  is  a  disputed  question.  Your  chicks  will  be 
better  on  the  second  moult  than  any  others  in 
the  flock.  Keep  them,  and  mace  them  with 
lighter  birds.  A  few  black  feathers  crop  out  in 
nearly  all  flocks,  and  it  is  really  a  sign  of  good 
hackles  and  tails. 

H.  J.. I..  Castle  Rock, Wis  —  Noticing  the  letters 
on  feeding  Nux  Vomica  toehiekens  to  kill  hawks, 
I  uould  like  to  inquire  as  to  whether  it  will  not 
also  kill  persons  eating  chickens  thus  fed  ? 

We  have  had  no  experience  with  it,  but  pre- 
sume it  is  not  safe  to  eat  such  birds. 

W.  C.H.,  Vineland.  N.  J— I  have  a  flock  of 
turkeys  twelve  weeks  old.  When  I  let  them 
out  in  the  morning  one  seems  to  drag  along  be- 
hind the  others,  and  has  no  appetite.  Its  bowels 
are  loose  and  its  droppings  are  yellowish.  They 
die  in  a  few  days.  I  Iced  them  oats,  bran,  wheat 
and  cracked  corn,  scalded  together,  and  give 
them  ground  meat  and  poultry  food.  I  have 
lost  five  in  tuat  way,  can  you  give  me  the  cause 
and  remedy. 

Symptoms  seem  to  be  of  cholera.  Add  a 
teaspoon  of  liquid  carbolic  acid  to  a  quarto 
soft  v  itei  Ls£  it  for  mixing  the  food  and  give 
no  other  water  to  drink.  It  is  perhaps  the  best 
remedy  that  can  be  used.  Change  the  food  to 
boiled  rice  and  milk  for  a  few  days,  adding 
some  of  the  carbolic  acid  water  to  the  same. 


F.  S.  S.,  Worcester,  Mass.— Will  you  please  tell 
me  through  the  Po.  ltry  Keeper  the  best  feed 
for  young  chicks  that  are  to  be  sold  as  broilers  ? 

See  August  Poultry  Keeper,  page  261. 

Subscriber.— I  am  a  beginner  in  the  poultry 
business  and  undecided  as  to  what  breed  is  btst 
for  winter  laying.  I  want  to  get  some  good  win- 
ter layers,  and  if  it  is  not  too  much  trouble  please 
tell  me  through  the  columns  of  your  next  issue, 
which  of  the  following  breeds  you  think  best: 
Brown  Leghorn,  Wyandotte,  Light  Brahmas, 
Plymouth  Rocks  or  Langshaus. 

The  Light  Brahmas  are  claimed  as  the  best 
winter  layers,  but  any  breed  will  lay  in  winter 
if  kept  warm  and  dry. 


Some  Hints  to  Buyers. 

We  take  from  the  American  Poultry  Yard  the 
following,  which  contain  truths  that  should  be 
remembered : 

'•Don't  write  to  a  breeder  that  you  wish  a  bird 
simply  to  cross  on  stock  for  eggs,"  and  then  com- 
1  plain  because  he  sends  you  a  bird  that  will  serve 
the  purpose.  If  yon  w  ish  a  bird  for  exhibition 
or  for  the  breeding  of  exhibition  stock,  say  so 
and  expect  to  pay  for  one  of  that  character. 

"The  buyer,  who  writes  for  a  bird  and  states 
that  he  doesn't  wish  him  for  breeding  fancy 
stock  but  only  for  eggs  and  meat,  and  w  ho  re- 
ceives from  the  breeder  a  reduced  price,  is  very 
unjust  to  the  breeder  to  complain  because  the 
bird  is  imperfect.  He  had  no  right  to  expect 
anything  else.  If  he  desired  something  else  he 
should  have  stated  his  wants. 

"A  bird  defective  in  comb  or  otherwise  imper- 
fect, bred  from  good  stock,  is  really  worth  much 
more  to  the  practical  poultry  man  than  his  ap- 
pearance indicates.  But  it  is  wise  to  sell  no  bird 
of  this  character,  for  nine  times  out  of  ten  the 
breeder  will  be  accused  of  fraud,  and  even  if  he 
is  not  the  bird  will  be  a  very  unsatisfactory  ad- 
vertisement of  his  stock.  If  a  man  w  ishes  a  cull, 
tell  him  you  have  no  culls  for  sale." 

Hence,  if  you  wish  a  bird  for  crossing  do  not 
expect  one  tuat  is  suitable  for  producing  show 
birds.  The  cull  may  be  a  full  brother  to  a  first 
prize  winner,  and  may  really  be  as  good,  but  if 
you  ask  for  a  cull  be  sure  you  do  not  expect  too 
much. 


in  and  beat  them.  Mr.  F.  M.  Munger,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  association,  writes  us: 

The  largest  and  strongest  contest  of  incuba- 
tors, brooders,  etc.,  will  be  given  at  the  "Ameri- 
can Poultry  Show,"  Exposition  Building,  Chic- 
ago, 111.,  November  8th.  to  18th,  1887.  ever  wit- 
nessed on  this  continent.  The  first  prize  for 
hatching  the  most  living  chicks  from  100  eggs  is 
$100.  The  second  best  $50.  The  machine  that 
can  hatch  the  highest  per  cent,  successfully, 
will  reap  a  grand  benefit.  The  premium  lists 
are  now  ready  and  $1200  in  cash  are  offered  in 
premiums,  by 'the  111.,  State  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, B.  N.  Pierce,  J.  Y.  Bicknell,  and  I.  N. 
Barker  are  to  be  the  judges.  Count  on  Chicago 
as  the  banner  show  this  season. 

The  poultry  editors  will  also  meet  at  Chicago, 
and  the  great  fat  stock  show  will  also  be  held  in 
connection  with  the  poultry  show,  all  to  be  seen 
for  one  price.  The  grand  horses,  fat  cattle  and 
hogs,  with  the  300-pound  Oxford  sheep,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  4000  birds  expected,  makes  the 
show  the  largest  ever  held.  And  that  $100  in- 
cubator contest  must  not  be  overlooked.  Thou- 
sands of  Poultry  Keepers  will  be  given  away, 
free  to  all,  at  the  show. 


The  Devotees  of  In-Breeding. 

We  have  loooked  on  the  discussions  of  in- 
breeding now  going  on  in  other  journals  to  note 
the  final  conclusions.  We  are  prompted  to 
notice  the  matter  by  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  of  Capt  .  White  in  the  Poultry  World, 
which  says  : 

"Ask  any  breeder  who  cl.  imstohnve  a  distinct 
strain  of  fowls  how  he  produced  it  and  how  he 
maintains  it,  and  if  his  answer  is  not  by  in- 
breeding you  can  set  it  dow  n  as  a  fact  that  he 
is  keeping  fresh  and  green  the  memory  of  the 
lost  Ananias,  because  a  distinct  strain  cannot 
be  built  up  or  maintained  in  any  other  way." 

And  he  is  correct.  The  easiest  mode  of  secur- 
ing jiliimage  and  shore  points  is  by  in-breeding, 
but  in  time  there  is  a  loss  of  vigor,  as  may  be 
noticed  in  Sebright  Bantams,  and  other  breeds_ 
No  wonder  buyers  complain  that  eggs  from 
some  yards  do  not  hatch.  Breeding  for  show 
and  breeding  for  utility  should  not  thus  be  sep- 
arated. There  is  too  much  nonsense  about 
this  show  business,  and  cutting  to  the  one-hun- 
dredth part  of  a  point.  If  scoring  is  to  give  the 
poor  bird  the  prize,  as  Mr.  Felch  explains,  then 
a  very  radical  change  is  required.  All  the  ar- 
gument that  can  be  brought  in  its  favor  will  not 
convince  the  majority  that  in-breeding  is  bene- 
ficial. Stern  reality  shows  otherwise.  As  the 
above  states  "a  distinct  strain  cannot  be  built 
up"  except  by  in-breeding,  but  in  so  doing  the 
combs,  wattles,  earlobes,  legs,  etc.,  are  the  ob- 
jects, and  success  will  be  the  result  in  that  re 
spect,  but  the  vigorous,  strong,  productive  birds 
are  not  produced  in  that  manner. 


A  Great  Incubator  Conest, 

Chicago  will  have  a  great  Incubator  Contest, 
the  best  incubator  getting  $100,  the  second  b  est 
$50.  It  is  not  for  the  "best  finished"incubator,the 
"easiest  regulator,''or  the  "largest  display,"  but 
the  one  that  does  the  solid  work— hatching  the 
most  chicks— will  get  the  prize,  even  if  it  is  only 
1  an  old  box.  It  is  not  the  outside  of  an  incuba- 
tor that  is  to  count  this  time,  but  the  chicks. 
j  Every  incubator  should  be  there.     You  who 
I  stay  away  must  not  make  too  many  claims.  Go 


Mr.  Stoddard's  Modesty, 

The  Poultry  World  contained  the  following  in 
regard  to  somebody,  but  the  "cap  fits"  pretty 
close  in  this  direction.  He  says: 

A  puerile  cry  has  been  raised  by  a  disgruntled 
Pennsylvania  poultry  paper,  whose  editor  hates 
the  A. 'P.  A.  and  its  Standard  of  Excellence.  The 
wail  is  to  the  effect  that  a  truly  National  Asso- 
ciation ought  to  admit  delegates  from  local  asso- 
ciations. Meanwhile  an  Article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  A.  P.  A.  reads  now,  as  it  has  for  the 
past  fifteen  years,  as  follows: 
Article  in. 

"Section  1.— The  members  of  this  Association 
shall  consist  of  such  persons  as  are  approved  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  on  the  payment  of  an 
initiation  fee  of  $3.00,  and  thereafter  dues  of 
$2.00  per  annum.   Life  membership,  $10  00. 

"Section  2. — Local  organizations  will  be  en- 
titled to  membership  upon  the  payment  of  an 
annual  fee  of  $10.00,  and  filing  with  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  a  copy  of  their  Constitution  and 
By-Laws,  which  shall  in  all  essential  particulars 
conform  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  this 
Association,  and  may  be  represented  at  all  meet- 
ings of  this  Association  by  a  regularly  appointed 
or  elected  delegate  from  such  society,  and  shall 
be  governed  by  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
given  by  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  this 
Association." 

The  "disgruntled  Pennsylvania  poultry  paper'' 
has  cause  to  wail.  As  to  how  "puerile"  the  cry  is 
we  only  ask  others  to  read  the  above.  Self-consti- 
tuted  members  pay  only  $2  annually,  and  for  $10 
they  hold  on  for  life.  But,  though  a  poultry  asso- 
ciation may  be  entitled  to  delegates,  the  sum  of 
$10  is  required  per  annum.  Did  anybody  ever 
hear  of  delegates  being  sent  to  any  legislative 
body  where  non-credited  individuals  could  step 
in  and  vote  them  down?  The  very  ridiculousness 
of  the  tiling  is  enough  to  make  any  disgruntled 
editor  wail.  We  do  not  hate  the  A.  P.  A.  or  the 
Standard  as  will  be  clearly  shown  "in  the  fu- 
ture," but  we  do  think  it  is  time  for  associations 
to  form  a  National  league,  and  do  things  in  the 
proper  wav.  The  great  thorn  in  the  side  of  those 
who  oppose  a  national  body  is  that  the  "other 
fellow"  may  be  elected.  At  present  they  have  a 
clear  field,  and  the  breeders  must  "stand  from 
under."  We  expect  to  "gore  their  ox,"  however, 
until  he  bellows  right  out. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 

If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew—  This  paragraph  marked  signifiesthat 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
vou  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50  cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books.  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incwbators  and  Brooders"  by  P.  H.Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Younsx  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs 
If  vou  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  60  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books.   
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Mr.  Webster's  White  Leghorns. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  P.  A.  Webster,  Cazenovia, 
New  York,  wrote  us  that  if  we  would  try  his 
•stock  he  would  send  us  a  sitting  of  eggs.  We 
accepted,  and  the  eggs  came.  The  hen  was  as 
■stubborn  as  a  mule,  and  we  only  raised  three— a 
cockerel  and  two  pullets.  The  cockerel  is  grand, 

We  received  the  cut  used  this  month  from  Mr. 
Webster,  and  from  the  quality  of  the  birds  in 
our  possession  we  believe  his  stock  is  equal  to 
any. 

Fancy  and  Utility. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Poultry  Yard,  like  the 

it  counts  on  the  dining  table  or  affects  the  con- 
tents of  the  egg  basket. 

We  again  repeat  that  we  believe  in  necessary 
points,  but  not  to  encourage  com b  at  the  expense 
of  breast.  So  far  as  our  favoring  only  that  which 
"counts  on  the  dining  table  or  affects  the  egg 
basket'1  it  is  solid  ground  to  stand  upon,  if  our 
friend  will  take  away  the  egg  buskp'  I  V'  Vi  < t  cm 

WliTS'E  LEtiHORKSS.— Owned  by  JP.  A.  Webster,  Cazenovia,  H.  If. 


:liis  comb  being  as  perfect  as  any  we  ever  saw. 
his  legs  a  golden  yellow,  and  his  carriage  as 
graceful  as  that  of  a  game-cock,  while  the 
pullets  are  equally  as  good.  If  such  good  birds 
can  be  secured  from  only  one  sitting,  and  of  all 
that  were  raised,  it  speaks  well  for  Mr.  Web- 
ster's stock,  especially  as  some  breeders  must 
■hatch  oy«r  100  birds  to  get  a  few  fit  for  the  shows. 


editor,  has  gotten  himself  somewhat  mixed.  He 

says : 

Much  is  said  about  the  alleged  conflict  between 
fancy  and  utility,  and  war  rages  now  and  then 
between  the  advocates  of  fancy  points  in  our 
Standard  of  Excellence  and  in  our  exhibition 
rooms,  and  the  utility  men,  of  whom  Mr.  Jacobs 
of.  the  Poultry  Keeper,  appears  to  set  himself 
up  as  the  leader.  He  would  have  nothing  re- 
garded as  valuable  about  the  fowl  excepting  as 


of  the  whole  poultry  business  will  drop  out. 
What  is  the  use  of  advertising  "premium  birds" 
if  they  are  bred  for  comb  and  wattles.  If 
beauty  is  desired  leave  out  the  "poultry"  inter- 
ests portion. 


Hat  nests  generate  poultry  vermin  more 
readily  than  straw. 
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POULTRY  DISEASES. 

Crop  Bound— Egg  Bound— Feather  Pulling— Soft- 
shell  Eggs — Hens  Eating  Eggs— Bumble  Foot — 
Scabby  Legs— Worms, 


As  we  gave  nearly  two  pages  to  Roup,  in  our 
last  November  issue,  two  pages  to  Cholera  in  our 
December  number,  with  a  long  article  on  Gapes 
in  March,  we  suggest  that  our  readers  secure 
those  back  numbers,  and  with  this  month  they 
will  have  a  complete  book  on  diseases.  We  pro- 
pose now  to  say  something  about  the  diseases  (if 
we  may  call  them  diseases)  mentioned  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  and  in  aiming  to  make  each 
and  every  number  worth  a  whole  year's  sub- 
scription we  make  our  readers  and  other  poultry 
journals  help  us.  The  first  on  the  list  is 

CROP  BOUND. 

Whenever  a  fowl  is  crop-bound  it  is  due  to 
eating  something  that  will  not  pass  into  the 
gizzard,  such  as  hay,  old  rope,  rags,  dried  hay  or 
grass,  or  anything  that  is  liable  to  become  pack- 
ed. The  opening  from  the  crop  to  the  gizzard 
may  be  clogged  with  a  small  piece  of  hemp  or 
rag,  and  as  no  food  passes  to  the  gizzard  the 
fowl  is  all  the  time  hungry,  and  eats  and  eats, 
only  to  add  more  to  the  crop  yet  not  satisfying 
hunger.  It  starves  with  a  full  crop.  As  it  eats 
to  satisfy  hunger,  yet  fails  to  do  so,  the  crop 
is  filled  to  its  utmost,  every  little  space  being 
packed,  and  the  crop,  in  a  few  days,  becomes 
as  hard  as  a  wooden  ball.  On  the  first 
symptoms  give  the  bird  a  tablespoonful  of  warm 
lard,  and  work  the  crop  with  the  hand  until  it 
becomes  soft,  as  by  so  doing  the  passage  to  the 
gizzard  may  be  cleared,  and  the  food  begin  to 
move  into  the  crop,  but  if  this  fails,  which  may 
be  known  by  examining  the  bird  four  or  five 
houis  after  manipulatingthe  crop,  then  the  crop 
must  be  opened.  Mr.  Beale,  in  the  Country 
Gentleman,  says  crop  bound  is  often  caused  by 
careless  feeding.  If  green  food  be  withheld  for 
some  time  and  then  given  in  unlimited  quanti- 
ties, the  fowl  will  eat  to  repletion,  and  as  the 
crop  cannot  get  rid  of  this  mass  of  undigested 
food  all  at  once,  it  becomes  hard,  and  not  only 
cannot  itself  pass  into  the  stomach,  but  effective- 
ly bars  the  passage  thereto.  The  same  may  be 
caused  by  the  giving  of  new  grain,  which,  swell- 
ing in  the  crop,  becomes  a  solid  mass.  Or  on 
the  other  hand,  bound  crop  is  often  caused  by 
an  obstruction  of  the  outlet,  such  as  a  twig  or 
some  indigestible  substance  that  has  been  swal- 
lowed by  the  fowl.  The  proof  of  a  cropbound  is 

Surely  external,  but  is,  fortunately,  very  easily 
iscernible.  Instead  of  the  crop  having  a  firm, 
close  appearance,  in  fact,  not  being  noticeable, 
it  is  seen  to  hang  down  like  a  bag,  and  on  being 
felt  there  is  found  to  be  inside  a  lump  or  ball  of 
food.  If  the  trouble  is  discovered  early,  cure  is 
very  easy.  The  first  step  is  to  pour  some  salad 
oil  or  melted  lard  down  the  throat,  and  then  to 
work  gently  with  the  hand  the  mass  in  the  crop. 
This,  if  properly  and  effectively  done,  will  soon 
cause  the  food  and  fluid  to  mix,  and  when  the 
mass  has  been  well  broken  up,  it  will  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  pass  away.  The  length  of 
time  necessary  to  break  up  the  mass  will  depend 
upon  the  nature  of  it,  and  I  have  known  an  hour 
required  to  do  it.  Warm  water  may  be  used  in- 
stead of  the  oil  or  lard,  but  it  is  not  so  rapid  or 
so  effective  in  its  action.  When  the  mass  has 
been  got  rid  of,  great  care  is  required  in  order 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  same  thing,  which 
would  almost  certainly  result  if  food  was  imme- 
diately given  without  stint.  After  distention  like 
this,  the  crop  is  naturally  in  a  somewhat  inflamed 
condition,  and  very  susceptible  to  any  strain 
upon  it.  The  food,  therefore,  should  for  a  few 
days  be  very  limited  in  quantity,  and  be  of  the 
very  lightest  kind,  such  as  sopped  bread.  Often 
a  permanent  distention  of  the  crop  results  from 
a  neglect  of  this  simple  precaution.  In  about  a 
week  the  fowl  may  safely  be  put  on  to  ordinary 
diet.  When  the  kneading  process  is  ineffectual, 
then  an  operation  becomes  requisite,  but  no  one 
need  fear  the  performing  of  this  operation,  as  it 
is  a  very  simple  one  and  needs  no  great  skill. 
Nor  is  there  any  danger  involved  in  it.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  remove  from  the  crop  the  mass  of  im- 
permeable stuff  gathered  there,  for  without  that 
is  removed  the  recovery  of  the  bird  is  impossible, 
and  it  must  soon  die  from  absolute  starvation. 
The  process  is  to  make  an  incision  lengthwise  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  crop,  about  an  inch  or  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length.  This  should  be  very 
cleanly  made  with  a  sharp  lancet  or  penknife. 
As  there  is  an  outer  and  an  inner  skin,  draw  the 
outer  skin  aside  when  cutting,  so  that  it  will  go 
in  place  again  and  cover  the  inner  skin.  Through 
this  incision  the  contents  of  the  crop  may  be  re- 
moved, using  for  that  purpos-e  a  small  eggspoon. 
Sometimes  the  mass  is  so  hard  that  it  cannot 
pass  through  the  aperture,  and  in  that  case  it 
must  be  broken  np,  which  can  be  done  with  care 
and  patience.  This  mass  is  usually  very  offensive 
indeed,  and  to  remove  any  contaminating  matter 
from  the  crop  this  organ  should  be  washed  out 
with  a  half  teaspoon  of  carbolic  acid  in  a  quart 
of  water.  It  is  also  desirable  to  pass  the  finger, 
well  pared  and  oiled,  into  the  orifice  so  as  to  be 
certain  that  there  is  no  obstruction  there,  for  if 


so  the  whole  process  may  have  to  be"  gone  over 
again.  This  dune,  the  incision  must  ue  sewed 
up,  and  for  this  a  small  bent  needle  is  best,  as  by 
it  the  skin  can  be  most  easily  gathered  together, 
and  silk  used,  not  thread.  Sewthe  inner  skin 
first,  and  then  the  outer  one.  Do  not  sew  in  l lie 
usual  way,  but  pass  the  needle  through,  cut  the 
threads  of  silk,  and  Hp.  the  ends  of  Uiesiik  to- 
gether. Before  making  the  incision  pull  <,ffthe 
feathers,  so  as  to  have  a  clean  >kin  t<  work  on. 
When  finished  smear  on  a  little  tai  to  pi  event 
fly-blowing.  No  water  must  lie  supplied  until 
the  suture  has  completely  healed  up.  For  a 
time  it  is  advisable  to  keep  a  strict  watch  on  a 
fowl  that  has  been  cropbound,  as  there  will  be  a 
tendency  to  a  recurrence  of  it. 

The  crop  sometimes  holds  as  much  as  ten 
ounces  of  dry  hay,  and  sticks,  bones,  or  any- 
thing may  cause  crop-bound.  In  some  cases,  as 
was  mentioned  in  the  Fanciers'  Gazette,  when 
the  crop  is  distended,  there  is  no  mass  at  all, 
and  the  distention  is  from  a  surcharge  of  water 
or  air  in  the  crop.  The  cause  is  very  difficult  to 
determine,  and  probably  arises  from  some  ina- 
bility on  the  part  of  the  organ  to  perform  its 
functions.  It  may  arise  from  excessive  thirst 
and  consequent  drinking  to  satisfy  that  thirst. 
But  there  must  be  some  reason  for  this  state  of 
affairs.  In  a  few  instances  where  the  precau- 
tions already  stated  after  a  bound  crop  have  not 
been  taken,  the  crop  is  permanently  enlarged 
and  the  water  and  air  gathers  in  it.  An  attempt 
should  be  made  first  to  expel  the  contents  by 
holding  the  fowl  upside  down  and  pressing  the 
crop  with  the  hands.  But  if  this  does  not  secure 
the  desired  effect,  it  then  becomes  necessary  to 
puncture  the  crop.  A  coarse  darning  needle 
will  do  well  for  the  purpose,  and  the  incision, 
when  made,  will  not  need  any  artificial  closing. 
A  fowl  so  affected  should  be  put  into  a  pen  by 
itself,  where  it  cannot  obtain  any  food  but  that 
supplied  for  it,  and  be  fed  three  times  a  day 
with  very  small  quantities  of  soft  food.  A  little 
water  may  be  given,  but  only  after  each  meal, 
and  then  be  removed  from  the  pen.  It  is  advis- 
able to  acidulate  it  with  a  little  nitric  acid. 
Homoeopathic  tincture  of  mix  vomica  is  very 
useful  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this  digestive 
derangement. 

To  snow  that  the  operation  is  not  dangerous, 
we  give  extracts  from  letters  sent  us  by  our 
readers. 

T.  M.  Stevens,  Littleton,  K.H.—  lI  had  three 
Brown  Leghorn  hens  that  had  swelled  crops, 
and  they  would  stand  and  twist  their  necks  and 
act  as  though  they  were  trying  to  swallow  some- 
thing. So  I  caught  one  and  found  her  crop  full 
of  some  hard  substance.  I  took  my  knife  and 
cut  through  the  skin  and  crop  at  the  upper  end 
of  it,  and  found  it  full  of  fibre  like  hemp  roping, 
all  pulled  to  pieces.  I  took  it  from  the  crop,  and 
then  sewed  up  the  crop  with  a  stitch  or  two, 
then  sewed  up  the  skin  and  kept  her  with  but 
little  to  eat  for  a  day  or  two,  then  put  her  in  with 
the  rest  of  the  flock,  and  she  gained  so  fast  that 
I  opened  the  crops  of  the  other  two,  and  took  a 
like  lot  of  stuff  from  them,  treated  them  the 
same,  and  they  all  got  well  and  did  nicely." 

Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Hall,  CJiicago,  III.— "Thinking  it 
might  be  of  interest  to  your  numerous  readers, 
I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines  to  inform  you 
how  I  heal  chickens,  young  and  old,  that  are 
crop-bound.  I  take  a  sharp  knife, open  crop  near 
the  top,  cutting  a  slit  about  one  inch  long, 
through  both  outer  and  inner  skins.  I  now  re- 
move contents  of  crop  through  opening  thus 
made,  and  wash  out  the  inside  of  the  crop  with 
tepid  water.  I  now  inclose  the  inside  or  crop 
skin,  and  sew  it  up  with  surgeon's  silk,  then 
close  and  sew  up  the  outside  sltin  and  apply  a 
little  fresh  lard.  I  keep  the  fowl  in  a  w  arm,  dry 
place,  and  feed  it  with  soft  food  for  one  week, 
and  give  very  little  water  for  three  or  four  days. 
In  two  weeks  the  fowl  will  be  as  well  as  ever. 
A  few  weeks  ago  I  performed  the  above  opera- 
tion on  a  chick  four  weeks  old.  He  got  better 
right  away,  and  is  now  a  beautiful  bird.  About 
ten  days  ago  I  operated  on  an  old  hen,  but  she 
was  too  far  gone  and  died.  I  believe  almost  all 
might  be  saved  if  the  operation  was  performed 
before  the  system  was  too  much  run  down,  as 
was  the  case  with  my  last  patient." 

V.  H.  Wrestling,  Harrisburg,  Fa— "I  would 
say  the  next  best  thing  to  do  is  to  pour  a  little 
warm  water  (not  too  warm),  down  the  throat. 
Then  take  the  crop  in  the  hand  and  gently  work 
the  fingers  through  it.  Strive  to  work  any  foreign 
matter  from  the  outlet.  This  will  generally  do 
the  business.  I  have  cured  several  in  that  way, 
sometimes  working  the  uound  crop  for  an  hour. 
Then  feed  on  soft  food  for  a  day  or  two,  for  the 
lining  of  the  crop  will  be  somewhat  inflamed.  I 
think  it  is  best  to  watch  them  so  as  to  not  let 
them  become  bound  too  much  before  treatment." 

Chas.2?.  Alderman,  Streater,  HI. — "Am  pleas- 
ed with  Poultry  Keeper.  I  think  I  might  help 
some  new  beginner  in  regard  to  crop-bound. 
First  try  warm  lard,  and  work  the  crop  with  the 
hand.  If  this  does  not  relieve  it,  cut  the  outside 
skin,  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  first  pulling  it  one 
side.  Then  cut  the  inner  skin,  and  remove  con- 
tents. Be  sure  and  remove  the  obstruction  in 
the  passage  loay  from  the  crop  to  the  gizzard. 
Then  stitch,  first  the  inner  skin  and  then  the 
outer,  using  silk  or  horse  hair,  and  tie  each 
stitch.  Cut  about  one-third  from  the  top.  Give 
no  water  for  48  hours,  and  feed  on  bread  soaked 
in  milk  for  two  or  three  days." 


-    EGG  BOUND. 

This  is  caused  by  hen  being  too  fat,  by  the 
attentions  of  a  heavy  cock,  bv  jumping  from  a 
high  roost,  or  by  injury  of  some  kind,  but  over- 
feeding is  the  main  cause,  which  causes  a  disease 
of  the  reproductive  organs  from  over-fat.  Itmay 
be  known  by  the  appearance  of  the  hen  from  the 
rear.  If  the  egg  gets  broken  it  will  usually 
prove  fatal  with  the  hen,  and  for  that  reason 
great  care  should  be  exercised  in  treating.  The 
first  step  is  to  oil  the  vent  with  pure  salad  oil, 
and  also  inject  a  little  into  the  egg  passage.  Ji 
this  does  not  give  relief  within  an  hour  repeat 
the  dose,  and  in  addition  bathe  the  parts  with 
something  warm  and  moist.  The  food  should  be 
soft,  and  but  a  small  quantity  given  until  the 
egg  passes.  If  the  hen  be  valuable  it  will  pay 
to  give  her  careful  attention  until  relieved.  The 
following  has  been  recommended:— One  grain 
calomel,  one  twelfth  of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic 
and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  opium,  made  into  a 
pill,  and  administered  every  lour  hours.  In  the 
first  pill  the  quantity  of  calomel  and  opium  may 
be  doubled.  We  do  not  think  that  a  hen  which 
has  become  egg-bound  at  any  time  will  be  of  any 
value  afterwards.  It  does  not,  however,  injure 
her  value  for  the  table. 

FEATHER  PULLING. 

The  meanest  vice  that  affects  ooultry,  as  they 
strip  each  other  until  naked,  arid  as  the  body 
must  be  always  renewing  the  feathers  the  hen 
cannot  lay.  It  is  caused  by  idleness,  and  especi- 
ally if  active  birds,  such  as  Leghorns,  Houdans, 
and  Hamburgs,  are  confined,  with  no  exercise. 
The  best  preventive  is  to  keep  the  hens  busy  at 
work  scratching.  If  one  hen  begins  it  she  will 
soon  teach  the  others,  therefore  remove  the  first 
culprit  at  once.  If  it  becomes  a  habit  it  is  not 
easily  cured,  though  there  is  a  little  contrivance 
called  a  poultry  bit,  made  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wig- 
more,  107  South  Eighth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
which  is  fastened  in  the  mouth,  and  held  in  place- 


by  two  ends  of  small  wire  in  the  comb.  A  glance 
at  the  illustration  will  make  its  purpose  plain, 
and  as  it  can  be  applied  or  fastened  in  a  minute, 
it  will  be  found  very  useful.  It  may  sometimes 
be  necessary  to  sell  off  the  flock  and  begin  anew.. 
We  have  testimony  from  parties  who  cured  the 
habit  by  cutting  off  the  upper  or  lower  mandi- 
ble, which  of  course  makes  one  longer  than  the 
other.  After  cutting  off  one  of  them,  the  edges 
are  scraped  down.  This  makes  it  difficult  to 
catch  a  hold  of  the  feathers,  but  we  are  not  sure 
the  remedy  is  infallible.  The  first  fowl  caught 
in  the  act  should  be  at  once  killed,  as  she  will 
teach  all  the  others.  The  cause  is  due  to  a  lack 
of  nitrogenous  matter  in  the  food,  such  as  meat. 
The  habit  is  not  so  general  when  birds  run  at 
large,  and  it  is  more  prevalent  in  large  flocks 
than  in  smaller  ones.  We  give  a  few  suggestions 
from  our  readers  : 

G.  A.  Caldwell,  New  Britain,  Ct.— "The  feath- 
ers came  off  the  neck  of  my  Brown  Leghorn. 
My  first  thought  was  that  it  may  have  been, 
caused  by  an  insect  on  his  neck,  and  doctored 
him  accordingly.  Still  the  feathers  disappeared, 
and  I  began  searching  deeper  for  the  cause. 
The  loss  of  the  feathers  from  his  neck  did  not 
injure  him  in  the  least,  with  the  exception  of  his 
appearance,  After  a  little,  my  hens  began  los- 
ing their  neck  feathers,  and  now  I  redoubled  my 
efforts  in  finding  the  enemy.  One  day  while 
watching  the  eight  hens  and  cock,  my  best  and 
largest  nen  deliberately  walked  up  to  Mr. 
Booster  and  pulled  several  feathers  out  and  ate 
them,  the  cock  remaining  perfectly  quiet  in  the 
meantime.  I  quickly,  yet  quietly,  drove  the 
hens  to  the  yard,  caught  the  cock  and  took  him 
to  an  adjoining  room  for  treatment.  I  made  an 
ointment  from  sulphur,  kerosene,  lard  and  car- 
bolic acid,  which  I  liberally  applied  to  his  neck 
and  adjoining  feathers;  then  he  rejoined  the 
hens  in  the  yard.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  after  a 
few  applications,  no  more  feathers  have  disap- 
peared. The  hens  underwent  similar  treat- 
ment-" 

C.  Doubter,  Dawson,  Ga.—"I  had  a  pen  of 
twelve  Houdans.  They  commenced  feather 
pulling,  and  they  did  pull  until  they  were  bald 
and  had  no  feathers  on  neck,  and  1  don't  know 
where  they  expected  to  stop.  So  I  read  all  of 
my  Poultry  Keepers,  and  all  poultry  books  I 
could  find,  and  the  best  remedy  I  could  find  was 
the  hatchet.  As  all  of  my  hens  were  laying  and 
as  the  whole  flock  were  guilty,  I  thought  I  would 
wait  until  they  stopped  laying,  before  I  would 
use  the  hatchet,  and  as  they  loved  feathers  so 
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well  I  thought  I  would  give  them  all  they  could 
stand  up  to.  At  first  they  would  pick  them  up 
like  grain,  but  they  soon  got  tired  of  feathers 
until  they  would  not  notice  them  and  it  com- 
pletely cured  them  of  the  habit.  They  have  new 
feathers  now,  and  are  behaving  nicely." 

HENS  EATING  EGGS. 

The  remedy  is  dark  nests,  the  nests  also  raised 
from  the  floor.  The  vice  is  learnt  from  an  egg 
being  broken  in  the  nest:  hence  never  use  eggs 
as  nest  eggs.  Nests  with  false  bottoms  are  some- 
times used  also„but  the  following  is  a  plan  sug- 
gested by  the  Poultry  Chum,  which  we  borrowed 
for  our  columns: 


We  now  give  the  methods  suggested  by  some 
of  our  readers,  the  first  being: 

C.  Woodruff,  Evergreen, Colorado. — "One  good 
way  to  stop  it  is  to  have  nail  kegs  for  nests.  They 
should  be  deep,  and  as  they  are  small  the  hens 
cannot  reach  the  eggs,  nor  can  they  get  at  them 
when  they  are  on  the  nests."  [An  excellent  plan. 
—Ed.] 

C.  A.  Gregerson,  Rochester,  Minn.— "In  re- 
gard to  egg  eating  I  have  gotten  something  at 
last.  Please  let  your  subscribers  have  it.  Take 
an  egg  and  suck  out  a  littl  -  t '  tie  white.  Pour 
in  a  little  carbolic  acid  (or,/y  a  tew  drops)  and 
shake  the  egg  and  if  it  don't  cc^/k  put  in  a  little 
more  till  it  turns  white.  Put  i*.  in  some  place 
where  the  chickens  will  find  it,  then  let  them 
take  one  gulp.  That  is  all  they  want.  It  has 
not  injured  any  of  mine." 

H.  A.  Frink,  Bucksport,  Me.— "Here  is  a 
method  which  cured  my  hens  of  eating  their 
eggs,  and  which  others  might  try.  I  noticed 
that  my  hens  were  eating  nearly  all  their  eggs, 
so  I  took  one  egg,  and  having  blown  the  contents 
out,  I  filled  it  with  dry  mustard  and  cayenne.  I 
then  put  it  on  the  floor  of  the  hen  house.  Every 
hen  made  a  rush  for  it,  and  took  a  big  mouthful, 
but  that  mouthful  satisfied  them  and  they  have 
not  taken  another  since." 

S.  E.  Spencer,  in  Poultry  Yard,— "Take  a 
sharp  knife  or  pair  of  shears  and  trim  off  the 
point  of  the  upper  half  of  the  beak  of  every  bird 
in  the  pen.  about  even  with  the  lower  half.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  cut  off  enough  to  draw  blood, 
but  simply  the  sharp  point  with  which  the  bird 
pierces  the  shell.  After  having  operated  upon 
all,  including  the  cockerel,  lay  a  strong-shelled 
egg  on  the  floor,  and  watch  the  fun.  When  you 
are  tired  of  laughing  at  the  comical  antics  of  the 
biddies  thus  shorn  of  their  strength,  throw  down 
two  or  three  china  eggs  for  them  to  practice  on 
until  they  are  entirely  cured.  That  is,  they  are 
cured  until  their  beaks  grow  out  again,  which 
will  be  in  about  two  weeks.  Now  remove  all 
open  nests  and  substitute  those  which  are  dark, 
with  a  hinged  board  in  front  and  a  passage  for 
hens  in  the  rear.  Use  sawdust,  or  fine  shavings 
in  the  nests ;  never  use  straw,  chaff  or  hay.  I 
have  prevented  egg-eating  by  the  use  of  dark 
nests,  but  when  the  habit  is  once  formed  it  is 
difficult  to  make  them  dark  enough.  Clip  the 
beaks  so  that  the  habit  is  temporarily  broken  up, 
remove  all  temptation  to  scratch  in  the  nest,  by 
which  eggs  might  be  broken  and  the  habit  re- 
vived, provide  shell  material  so  there  will  be  no 
soft-shelled  eggs,  and  the  cure  will  be  perma- 
nent and  complete." 

SOFT-SHELL  EGGS. 

Due  to  hens  being  too  fat,  which  fault  is  also 
at  the  root  of  double-yolk  eggs,  infertile  eggs, 
etc.  We  do  not  care  how  many  shells,  or  lime, 
they  eat,  if  they  are  too  fat  they  will  lay  soft- 
shelled  eggs.  Regarding  lime,  oyster  shells,  etc., 
it  is  well  known  that  such  substances  are  insol- 
uble, and  consequently  useless  as  food.  The  giz- 
zard is  competent  to  render  very  fine  the  hard- 
est material,  not  excepting  the  diamond,  and 
sharp  edges  of  glass  are  worn  smooth  by  it.  But 
to  do  this  it  must  be  assisted  by  gravel,  shells, 
sand  or  other  sharp-cutting  material.  These 
materials  may  pass  out  of  the  system  unless  dis- 
solved, which  can  be  done  by  vegetable  acids 
that  separate  the  primitive  elements  of  the  va- 
rious forms  of  liine.  Bones  are  phosphate  of 
lime,  but  egg  shells,  chalk,  limestone  and  oyster 
shells  are  carbonate  of  lime.  Thev  are  insoluble 
in  water,  and  cannot  be  appropriated  by  the  hen 
until  they  are  entirely  changed  in  chemical 
composition  by  some  substance  that  unites  with 
them.  Plaster  is  soluble,  but  may  prove  inju- 
rious if  used  freely.  The  best  way  to  feed  lime 
is  in  the  grains,  such  as  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat 
and  barley.  Clover  hay  is  rich  in  lime,  and  so 
are  peas  and  beans.  The  use  of  oyster  shells 
are  mostly  mechanical,  but  while  we  have  stated 
that  they  may  be  useless  so  far  as  providing 
lime  is  concerned,  yet  it  is  only  a  theory,  and 
we  may  be  mistaken.  We  have  received  a  great 
many  letters  from  persons  who  have  provided 
their  hens  with  all  they  require,  and  yet  they 
a  y  soft-shell  eggs.    It  may  be  considered,  how- ' 


ever,  that  the  difficulty  may  be  weakness  of  the 
egg-making  machinery.  An  egg  traverses  quite 
a  distance  before  it  is  surrounded  by  the  shell, 
and  hens  are  subject  to  many  disorders.  Over- 
fat  hens,  inbred  hens,  and  sickly  hens  are 
usually  affected.  Hence  our  opinion  may  be 
worth' nothing. 

BUMBLE  FOOT. 

Caused  bv  high  roosts,  which  compel  the  birds 
to  jump  down  heavily.  It  mostly  affects  cocks, 
and  especially  those  that  are  heavy.  Stones; 
bruises,  and  other  difficulties  may  cause  it.  it 
occurs  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  is  an  ugly  dis- 
ease,  if  it  has  been  neglected  until  the  swelling 
gets  to  be  formidable,  states  the  Poultry  Wond. 
The  cock  then  becomes  lame,  and  is  useless  as  a 
breeder  while  this  affection  sticks  to  his  foot. 
The  sore  (or  ulcer)  is  attached  to  the  bono  of 
the  foot,  and  it  increases  from  that  point  out- 
ward, inflaming  the  flesh  and  muscles  until  it 
ripens  and  breaks.  But  this  is  exceedingly  slow 
in  developing,  on  account  of  tne  toughness  of 
the  skin  and  the  parts  of  the  foot  where  this 
trouble  originates.  The  internal  portion  of  the 
"bumble-foot"  sore  or  bruise  matures  in  a  thick, 
cheesy  kind  of  pus.  If  this  can  be  removed  at 
the  outset,  when  the  first  soreness  and  swelling 
make  their  appearance,  the  pus  may  be  let  out, 
and  the  foot  will  heal  up.  To  effect  a  cure  of 
this  the  foot  must  be  lanced  crucially ;  that  is,  in 
this  wise,  X,  across  the  face  of  the  swelling, 
down  thoroughly  to  the  bone,  and  laid  open.  The 
matter  will  soon  discharge,  and  the  bird  may  be 
saved.  After  it  has  matured  it  is  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  cure  it,  and  therefore  it  must  be  attend- 
ed to  early.  Our  readers  give  their  opinions  as 
follows : 

J.  McKenzie.Leisenring,  Pa.—"I  want  to  say  to 
the  man  that  complains  of  bumble  foot  for  heavy 
chicks,  don't  let  them  roost  at  all,  but  throw 
some  straw  on  the  floor  of  the  house  and  let  them 
sit  6n  it,  turn  it  over  in  a  while  and  mix  in  the 
droppings ;  when  it  becomes  foul  mix  with  stable 
manure  and  save  it  for  the  garden.  For  bumble 
foot  use  an  ointment:  Tincture  iodine,  one 
ounce ;  oil  orgamumn,  one  ounce ;  lard,  one-half 
pound.  Mix  with  lard,  warm  first,  don't  leave 
near  a  flame  as  it  is  very  volatile." 

"H.B."  Davenport,  Iowa.— "Take  the  bird  to 
the  cellar  or  some  warm  house,  if  in  winter, 
then  prepare  a  poultice  made  of  bread  and  milk, 
Take  a  dish  of  warm  water  and  place  the  bird's 
foot  in  it  for  a  few  minutes.  After  soaking  it 
wash  the  foot  clean  and  wipe  dry,  then  place  the 
bird  between  your  knees,  take  the  foot  in  your 
left  hand,  and  with  a  sharp  knife  cut  across  the 
bumble  down  to  the  bone.  Then  make  another 
cut  across  the  swelling,  making  the  letter  X, 
then  press  the  matter  out.  It  will  be  a  thick, 
cheesy  substance.  Now  apply  the  poultice,  first 
sprinkling  on  a  little  pepper.  Leave  the  poultice 
on  for  twelve  hours,  then  change  by  putting  on 
a  new  one,  as  before.  This  may  remain  on  for 
twenty-four  hours,  then  take  it  off  and  wash  the 
foot  with  warm  milk  and  water,  and  apply  a 
cloth  smeared  with  pine  tar.  Lea  ve  that  on  for 
one  week,  and  when  it  comes  off  the  foot  will  be 
well.  I  saved  a  fine  Wyandotte  cockerel  last 
winter  by  this  treatment.  He  was  sound  and 
weil  in  ten  days,  and  to-day  he  is  as  sound  as  a 
dollar  and  a  beautiful  cock." 

M.  C.  Murray,  Alma,  IQw.—I  give  below  a 
very  good  way,  which  I  have  seen  tried  with  per- 
fect success.  Bumble  foot  is  caused  by  too 
small, or  uneven  perches,  or  by  flyingdown  from 
a  high  perch  on  to  some  hard  substance,  which 
bruises  the  foot,  and  unless  treatment  is  com- 
menced at  once,  and  the  cause  removed,  the 
fowl  will  have  a  badly  ulcerated  foot.  To  cure, 
place  the  bird  in  a  dry,  warm  coop,  without 
perches,  and  have  the  floor  well  littered  with 
chaff  or  fine  hay.  If  the  foot  is  only  bruised 
slightly,  coat  with  iodine  three  times  a  day.  If 
it  is  soft  and  swelled,  lance  it,  press  out  all  the 
matter,  and  cauterize  with  lunar  caustic.  If  the 
foot  is  ulcerated,  cleanse  thoroughly ^and  bathe 
in  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  water.  Eemember 
that  all  of  the  doctoring  in  the  world  will  do  no 
good  if  the  original  cause  of  the  disease  is  not 
removed.  Don't  have  your  perches  more  than 
four  feet  high,  and  for  the  Asiatics  they  should 
be  not  more  than  three  feet  from  the  ground. 

SCABBY  LEGS. 

Due  to  a  minute  parasite,  too  small  to  be  seen, 
but  which  rapidly  multiply,  and  scatter  over  the 
whole  flock.  They  build  up  the  scaly  formation 
on  the  legs.  Scabby  legs  make  the  bird  a  filthy 
disagreeable  object,  and  it  should  never  be  tole- 
rated. To  cure  it  is  easy  when  it  begins  to  make 
its  appearance,  as  an  ointment  composed  of  one 
part  coal  oil  and  two  parts  lard  will  clear  it  en- 
tirely off,  but  when  the  legs  become  thickly  cov- 
ered with  heavy  scales,  or  shales,  like  barnacles 
on  a  ship,  some  work  must  be  done.  First,  scrape 
away  as  much'.of  the  scale  as  possible,  and  grease 
the  legs,  from  the  thighs  to  the  toes,  with  the 
following  ointment:  Gas  tar,  one  gill;  lard,  one 
gill ;  carbolic  acid,  one  teaspoonful;  coal  oil,  one 
tablespoonful.  Wash,  and  dry  the  legs  after 
scraping  them,  and  rub  the  mixture  on  well. 
Do  this  every  week,  repeating  the  rubbing  and 
scraping,  and,  as  the  parasite  which  causes  the 
disease  will  soon  succumb  to  the  ointment,  the 
scale  will  gradually  come  off.  The  best  plan  is 
to  use  the  ointment  early  and  often,  as  tne  dis- 
ease is  contagious. 


WORMS  IN  THE  FLESH. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  London  Live  Slock 
Joiirn"l  appears  an  interesting  article  concern- 
ing worms  in  fowls,  which,  condensed,  reads  as 
follows :  It  may  be  that  some  of  our  readers  will 
consider  this  a  strange  subject  for  consideration, 
and  probably  few  poultry  fanciers  ever  suspect 
the  presence  of  worms  in  their  fowls.  Yet  they 
are  very  troublesome  indeed ;  often,  in  fact,  the 
cause  of  other  diseases,  as  well  as  a  hindrance 
to  the  birds  thriving  as  they  otherwise  would.. 
When  we  state  that  no  less  than  sixteen  kinds, 
of  internal  parasites  have  been  found  in  the 
common  fowl,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  importance  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  question .  Although  we  know  that, 
worms  are  present,  for  they  appear  to  exist  as  a 
matter  of  course  in  the  intestines  of  all  animals, 
their  cause  is  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain. 
Probably  there  are  many  small  parasites  which 
exist  in  the  food  unseen  and  unthought  of,  and 
these  remain  in  the  intestines  after  the  food  has 
passed  away,  gradually  growing  larger,  and 
perhaps,  reproducing  their  species.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  food  of  a 
good  quality,  free  from  grubs  and  weevils. 
Fowls  eat.  as  a  part  of  their  natural  food, worms, 
slugs  and  insects ;  but  these  do  not  give  any- 
trouble,  as  the  organs  of  the  birds  are  made  to 
digest  them,  and  they  are  doubtless  killed  in  the- 
process  of  eating.  We  feel  sure,  if  the  distinction 
could  be  traced,  that  the  worms  which  give  the 
trouble  are  of  a  different  kind,  and  mainly  con- 
sist in  those  found  in  food.  We  have  always  had 
a  very  strong  objection  to  meal  or  grain  that  is 
at  all  "mitey  " — that  is,  full  of  parasites ;  for  these 
are  probably  a  great  cause  of  worms  in  fowls. 
Food  of  this  kind  must  be  used  up ;  and  all  fear 
of  harm  can  be  prevented  by  properly  cooking  it, 
as  this  will  destroy  the  parasites.  Scalding  with 
hot  water  is  not  sufficient,  for  that  is  not  cooking. 
In  large  poultry  establishments  it  will  be  found 
advisable  to  buy  a  portable  boiler,  and  to  cook 
the  soft  food  every  day.  The  first  cost  need 
not  be  large,  as  these  boilers  can  be  purchased, 
very  reasonably.  The  trouble  necessary  for  the 
preparation  of  the  food  will  be  more  than  com- 
pensated for  by  the  saving  effected,  as  it  will  be 
found  thatthe  meal  will  go  much  further  when 
prepared  in  this  way  than  when  merely  scalded,. 

But  the  prevention  of  harm  by  the  destruction 
of  the  parasite  is  enough  to  warrant  the  trouble- 
being  taken.  It  is  best  to  boil  well  the  meal 
which  is  "mitey,"  making  it  into  a  soft  crowdy 
or  porridge-like  mess,  and  then  stir  in  good  meal 
until  the  whole  is  of  that  friable  nature  whichi 
soft  food  should  always  be  when  given  to  poul- 
try. Besides  the  presence  of  worms  in  the  food 
fowls  undoubtedly  get  various  forms  of  parasites 
from  the  earth.  Ihere  are  ground  parasites, 
found  generally  in  crowded  runs,  which  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm.  During  the  present  year 
there  has  been  a  great  amount  of  mortality 
amongst  chicks,  and  many  of  these  on  examina- 
tion have  been  found  with  their  crops  and  stom- 
achs full  of  a  species  of  ground  insects.  These 
probably  have  existed  in  larger  numbers  this; 
year  than  usual,  consequent  upon  the  mildness- 
last  winter,  for  a  severe  season  apparently  re- 
duces their  numbers  considerably. 

It  is  difficult  to  discover,  when  the  birds  .ire- 
troubled  with  worms,  what  is  the  matter  with 
them.  The  chief  or  perhaps  the  only  symptom 
noticeable  is  that  they  mope  or  hang  about.  The 
safest  indication  of  the  presence  of  worms  is 
found  in  the  droppings,  for  there  is  generally 
found  sufficient  proof  of  the  state  of  the  intes- 
tines. The  case  is,  happily,  not  a  difficult  one. 
So  far.as  our  experience  goes,  the  best  remedy  is 
turpentine,  given  in  capsule  form.  One  or  two 
of  these— and  they  are  sold  in  suitable  sizes — 
followed  in  twelve  hours  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil, 
we  have  found  sufficient  to  expel  the  troublesome 
parasites  from  the  system.  The  effect  of  getting/ 
rid  of  them  is  magical,  as  the  bird  appears  to  gel 
a  new  lease  of  life,  at  once  regaining  vigor  and 
activity.  Sometimes,  when  we  have  been  unable 
to  discover  the  presence  of  worms,  we  have  tried 
the  remedy,  with  the  same  beneficial  result.  Of 
course,  then,  the  great  thing  is  to  try  and  pre- 
vent them  in  the  future,  which  can  best  be  done 
by  cooking  food  that  is  at  all  doubtful,  and  also 
seeing  that  the  ground  is  kept  clean  and  free 
from  overcrowding.  If  there  is  any  suspicion 
that  the  run  is  infested  witli  parasites  it  will  be 
advisable  to  use  some  lime  upon  it  freely,  and 
this  will  have  the  effect  of  clearing  it  thoroughly ; 
or,  if  the  run  is  a  small  one,  the  lime  may  be 
mixed  with  the  soil. 

There  is  also  a  bluish-white  worm,  from  one  to 
two  inches  long,  that  eats  through  the  gizzard. 
And  there  is  also  a  spider-like  worm  that  gets 
in  the  flesh,  looking  like  a  yellow  spot  the  size 
of  a  piphead,  which  does  not  kill  the  fowl,  and 
is  found  mostly  in  very  fat  hens.  Feed  the  hens 
on  cornmeal,  mixing  a  tablespoonful  of  turpen- 
tine, and  half  a  teaspoonful  of  carbolic  acid  to 
each  quart  of  the  meal,  and  feed  in  the  morning, 
three  times  a  week.  On  alternate  days  give 
common  wormseed,  a  gill,  ground,  in  each  quart 
of  meal. 

Again  we  have  given  an  article  worth  the  sub- 
scription for  a  year,  and  suggest  that  this  num- 
ber be  filed  away  for  reference.  Next  month  we 
will  give  a  great  many  cuts  of  incubators, 
brooders,  appliances,  house,  etc.  Look  out  Jor 
it,  and  send  us  the  names  of  any  friends  who 
may  wish  one. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per 
mit  us  to^ivo  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
"have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
•Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 


The  Final  Result.— Mr.  A,  H.  Tyler,  Big 
■  Springs,  Neb. — "Since  my  former  letter  I  will 
say  that  my  last  hatch  was  75  chicks,  7  tested 
••out,  7  rotten,  and  7  with  dead  chicks." 

Mr.  Miller's  Big  Ducks— Mr.  W.  R.  Miller, 
•Stratford,  Conn.— "I  am  too  busy  now  to  write 
an  article  about  my  duck  farm.  I  have  raised 
ducks  to  weigh  as  high  as  10%  pounds  per  pair 
at  less  than  nine  weeks  old.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  is  the  best." 

Large  Brahmas.— Mr.  H.  Hartley,  1611  Fill- 
more Street,  Camden,  N.  J.— "I  notice  that  five 
pounds  for  five  months  is  good,  but  Mr  Samuel 
Gibbs,  of  this  place,  has  some  four  months  old 
Light  Brahmas  that  weighed  b%  pounds." 

A  Profit  this  Time.— Mr.  E.  Z.  Scott,  One- 
kama,  Mich.— "I  did  not  expect  you  to  publish 
the  letter  1  wrote  you,  but  it  is  all  right.  I  am 
now  somewhat  encouraged  with  poultry.  This 
summer  1  have  cleared  $48  so  far,  and  have  thus 
more  than  gotten  back  the  $25  lost." 

A  Case  for  Study.— Mr.  Edward  F.  Peirce, 
"West  Yarmouth,  Mass.— "I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  "A  Case  for  Study,'  in  your  August  issue, 
page  269.  In  my  three  years'  experience,  with  a 
flock  averaging  500  birds.  I  have  had  just  one 
■case  meeisely,  similar  in  every  detail  to  the 
trouble  Mr.  Burns  so  exactly  described." 

Dead  Oil  Beats  Carbolic  Acid— Mr.  B.  J. 
Massot.  1639  California  avenue.  St.  Louis,  Mo  — 
"Something  that  beats  carbolic  acid  for  destroy- 
ing lice  is  dead  oil.  Put  it  in  the  whitewash 
when  you  whitewash  the  lien  house.  It  is  cheap, 
"being  only  35  cents  a  gallon.  For  roup  set  fire 
to  a  piece  of  camphor  and  compel  the  chicks  to 
inhale  the  fumes." 

A  uemedt  for  Cholera. — Mr.  T.  B.  Wilson, 
Independence,  Mo.— "The  Poultry  Keeper  is 
a  daisy.  I  have  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  it. 
I  have  a  cholera  remedy  that  has  worked  well 
with  me.  Take  a  ten  cent  plug  of  tobacco,  steep 
it  in  water  until  it  becomes  strong.  Give  the  so- 
lution in  the  proportion  of  a  gill  to  twenty-five 
hens.  Mix  it  in  soft  food  once  a  day.  It  is  a 
sure  cure." 

Douglass  Mixture  for  Fowls— Mr.  F.  W. 
Stuchmer,  Denison.  Iowa.— "I  saved  my  whole 
flock  of  chickens  with  Douglass  mixture,  except 
two.  They  were  all  drooping.  Many  thanks  to 
Poultry  'Keeper,  and  also'  to  Mr.  Rodger,  of 
London,  Pa.,  for  sending  his  cure." — [Douglass 
mixture  is  one  pound  copperas,  one  gill  sulphuric 
acid,  and  two  gallons  soft  water.  Give  a  tea- 
spoonful  in  each  quart  of  drinking  water.— Ed.] 

More  Chicks  than  Eggs.— Mr.  Geo.  Loomis, 
Pueblo,  Col.— "What  do  you  think  of  a  Wyan- 
dotte lien  that  commenced  to  lay  last  spring, 
laid  ten  eggs,  set,  and  brought  fourteen  chicks 
from  sixteen  eggs,  raised  them,  and  then  went  to 
setting  again  without  even  laying  another  egg." 
[We  think  she  is  worthy  of  being  classed  as  a 
special  incubator— Ed.] 

Brahmas  the  Best.—  Mr.  J.  B.  McElfresh,  218 
North  Eighth  Street,  Stubenville,  0.— "I  have  a 
triocfErcwn  Leghorns  and  a  paii  -f  light  Brah- 
mas. The  Brahmas,  since  the  first  of  April,  have 
laid  every  day  un  to  the  present  time,  which,  I 
think,  is  good."  The  Leghorns  are  good  also,  but 
not  equal  to  the  Brahmas  in  my  opinion.  What 
is  the'reason  I  set  eggs  of  the  Brahmas  and  get 
only  two  chicks?"  [Perhaps  they  are  inbred,  or 
the  cockerel  too  fat.— Ed.] 

Made  His  Own  Incubator.— Mr.  John  Spyker, 
"box  358,  Buchanan.  Mich—  -'I  built  me  an  indi- 
cator from  1'.  K.  directions,  and  find  it  to  be  all 
.that  you  claimed.  I  built  it  at  a  cost  of  only 
.$5.25.  My  tank  was  nine  inches  deep  instead  of 
■seven,  (as  you  slated),  and  the  tank  cost  $2.00.  I 
started  it  according  to  your  directions,  with  one 
■dozen  eggs,  gotten  from  the  store.  I  tested  them 
■on  the  tenth* day.  and  found  ten  of  them  fertile. 
"The  result  was  nine  of  them  hatched,  the  chicks 
neing  strong  and  healthy."' 

TnE  PU-LLET  Til  at  "never  Layed. — Mr.  G.  Du 
Bois,  32  West  Sellers  Street,  Frankford.  Pa.— "I 
see  a  good  many  notices  of  jmlleis  laying  when 
•four  or  five  months  old,  but  I  have  one  that  ran 
beat  them  all.  She  is  now  aboivt  fourteen 
months  old  and  has  never  laved.  She  will  not 
associate  with  the  others.  I  had  a  Buff  Cochin 
ilien  to  lay  two  eggs  in  one  day.  One  had  a  hard 
shell,  and  the  other  was  hard  enough  to  handle. 
They  were  joined  together  by  a  cord  as  thick  as  a 
.tead  pencil,  which  looked  like  gristle.  My  wife 
Yaw  the  same  thing  at  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
toly  the  eggs  there  were  only  the  size  of  a  pig- 
ton's.  I  think  the  Poultry  Keeper  the  best." 


The  Leghorn's  Record— Mr.  H. M.  Jones, 
Denver,  Col— "Mr.  McAfee,  of  Augusta,  111., 
musttake  a  back  seat  with  his  Wyandotte  pullet. 
I  have  a  three-quarter  grade  Leghorn,  hatched 
August  19th,  1886,  that  laid  her  first  egg  Jan.  16, 
1887,  (three  days  less  than  five  months  old)  and 
has  laid  up  to  Aug.  19th,  1887,  when  one  year  old, 
187  eggs,  (over  15  dozen)  and  no  signs  of  sitting. 
I  believe  she  will  lay  300  eggs  by  Jan.  15th,  so  am 
keeping  a  record.  Wish  the  Poultry  Keeper 
was  a  weekly,  as  it  seems  so  long  to  wait  for  it." 

A  Curiosity. — Mr.  G.  H.  T.  Cronenwett, 
Woodville,  Ohio.— "I  have  lately  purchased  a 
cock  from  a  neighboring  farmer,  which,  to  me, 
and  those  who  have  seen  him,  is  a  curiosity.  He 
walks  perfectly  upright,  like  a  man,  has  no  tail, 
is  somewhat  web-footed,  has  a  comb  somewhat 
like  that  of  a  Brahma's,  is  a  year  old,  weighs  six 
pounds,  crows,  and  is  healthy.  He  is  part 
Cochin.  He  stood  and  walked  the  same  way 
when  hatched.  He  partly  resembles  an  owl 
from  the  back.  Have  any  of  the  readers  eyer 
seen  or  heard  of  a  similar  case." 

More  Than  the  Money's  Worth— Mr.  A.  A. 
Clark,  Oquawka,  111— "You  can  scarcely  imag- 
ine the  benefit  an  inexperienced  person  derives 
from  the  splendid  articles  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  The  one  on  young  chicks  was  first- 
class.  No  danger  that  the  Keeper  will  not 
have  its  money's  worth  in  each  issue,  as  it  would 
take  years  of  close  observation  to  learn  what  we 
get  in  each  number.  Now  about  in-breeding. 
Let  a  man  undertake  to  buy  eggs  from  his  neigh- 
bors to  hatch  from  and  he  will  soon  find  what 
in-breeding  does  for  the  health  of  stock.  Ask 
what  makes  the  chicks  droop  and  die,  and  they 
will  find  they  have  not  changed  stock  for  ten 
years.  It  is  the  seat  of  disease  and  degenera- 
tion." 

Hatching  at  a  Fair.— Mr.  F.  B.  Towner, 
Hoopeston,  111. — "I  had  my  incubator  at  the  fair 
here.  In  the  first  place  the  eggs  were  gathered 
up  all  over  the  country,  put  in  a  box,  and  jolted 
over  a  road  half  a  day.  The  incubator  was  kept 
in  a  good  place  and  it  did  nicely.  The  day  be- 
fore the  fair  the  weather  grew  so  cold  that  some 
people  wore  their  overcoats.  The  machine  was 
loaded  in  a  wagon,  with  the  eggs  in  the  drawer, 
and  drawn  two  miles  after  commencing  to  hatch. 
The  place  alloted  me  at  the  fair  was  between 
two  doors,  in  a  strong  draught  from  a  cold  north 
wind,  and  the  building  was  nothing  but  a  shed. 
One  drawer  was  to  hatch  one  day  and  one  the 
next,  and  the  people  were  bound  I  should  keep 
opening  it.  but  I  hatched  183  chicks  from  218 
fertile  eggs,  and  I  could  have  done  better  but 
for  the  obstacles." 

A  Fifty  Egg  Incubator— Mr.  James  J.  Mur- 
phy, 43  Pape  Avenue,  E.  Toronto,  Canada. — 
"Have  been  taking  the  P.  K.  for  two  years  and 
am  much  pleased  with  it.  I  built  an  incubator 
of  50  eggs  capacity,  after  your  plans,  and  have 
had  very  fair  success.  First  hatch,  39  eggs,  no 
chicks,  as  thermometer  was  incorrect.  Procured 
a  tested  one  (Taylor  make).  Second  hatch  30 
eggs  and  22  chicks.  Third  hatch  25  eggs  and  15 
chicks.  The  heat  for  two  last  hatches  was  104 
first  week,  103  second  week,  and  102  third  week. 
After  reading  Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell's  letter  I  pro- 
cured a  moisture  gauge,  and  started  again,  keep- 
ing heat  at  102  the  first  two  weeks  and  103  the 
third  week.  Result  was  27  chicks  from  30  eggs. 
For  moisture  I  had  a  shallow  box  filled  with 
sand.  I  wet  the  sand  at  the  start,  and  again 
three  days  before  the  chicks  hatched.  I  am  sat- 
isfied I  used  too  much  moisture  the  first  hatches." 

A  General  Bombardment. — Mr.  Henry 
Arnd,  Odin,  111— "No  doubt  a  large  majority  o'f 
the  subscribers  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  would 
like  to  see  it  issued  weekly.  The  publishers  are 
probably  hesitating  to  take  so  big  a  stride— from 
monthly  to  weekly— but,  since  half  a  loaf  is  bet- 
ter than  no  bread,  I  beg  to  suggest  a  general 
bombardment  of  the  publish  is,  by  the  readers, 
to  issue  the  Poultry  Keeper  semi-monthly. 
Price  is  no  object  in  my  estimation,  for  in  no  in- 
dustry in  which  I  have  had  a  hand  is  theory  so 
much  at  variance  with  practice  as  in  poultry 
raising.  The  Poultry  Keeper  gives  us  the 
practical  side— the  actual  experience  of  contrib- 
utors in  preference  to  theory.  Those  who  care 
for  the  wind  and  ciuslt  of  those  who  seek  to  ad- 
vertise themselves,  may  subscribe  for  other 
journals,  but  let  us  bombard  our  paper  for  a 
semi-monthly."  [Correct,  Friend  A.,  as  we  de- 
pend upon  our  readers  to  edit  this  paper.  If  the 
bombardment  is  from  every  reader,  we  can  get 
out  a  semi-monthly  at  75  cents  per  annum— Ed.] 

The  Comfort  Brooder— Mr.  F. W. Babcock, 
Milford.  Ct  —  "As  a  poultry  keeper  of  twenty- 
five  yeears  experience,  I  place  your  journal  way 
ahead  of  all  other  napers  cdmbint  d  lor  the  rea- 
son that  it  is  in  no  "sense  "an  organ"  of  any  ring 
or  clique,  and  gives  the  A.  P.  A.,  as  at  present 
run,  "fits."  which  it  deserves.  I  have  never 
seen  in  its  pages,  until  the  August  number, 
what  would  be  called  by  the  boys  a  "chestnut." 
but  the  description  and  cut  of  the  Comfort 
brooder  is  certainly  a  big  one.  This  brooder  was 
invented  by  the  late  Mr.  D.  C.  Waterhouse,  (Ex- 
President  of  the  Southern  Connecticut  Poultry 
Association),  of  New  Haven,  more  than  ten 
years  ago,  and  it  has  been  in  use  in  this  State 
ever  since.  Am  running  several  now  myself, 
and  they  are  amply  perfect  in  operation.  His 
contained  an  improvement  in  that  the  front  end 
hooks  up,  and  has  an  inclined  plane  running  to 


the  ground  attached,  whereby  chicks  can  rum 
in  and  out  when  desired,  in  pleasant  weather. 
By  the  use  of  the  Waterhouse  brooder  chicks 
can  remain  outdoors  in  mid-winter  without 
damage." 

Four  Legs.— Mr.  J.  L.  Flint,  Marion,  Iowa.— 
"I  have  a  curiosity.  It  is  a  Light  Brahma  pullet 


with  four  legs,  now  six  months  old  at  time  of 
writing.  Who  can  beat  it?  I  would  like  to  say 
a  good  word  for  the  Poultry  Keeper  if  I  had 


command  of  language  to  do  the  subject  justice. 
I  have  every  number,  and  as  long  as  I  keep 
poultry,  must  have  it.  Each  number  is  worth  a 
year's  subscription." 

Wants  a  Sure  CuRE.-Mrs.  Susan  Kulb,  Door, 
Indiana.— "I  have  taken  the  Poultry  Keeper 
for  over  two  years,  and  like  it  very  much.  I 
find  tobacco,  made  into  a  strong  tea,  or  solution 
rather,  and  the  hen  house  washed  with  it,  is  the 
best  of  all  for  lice.  I  have  never  yet  found  a 
sure  cure  for  gapes.  Have  tried  indigo,  and 
many  other  things,  and  would  like  some  readers 
to  give  a  sure  cure."  [Our  March  Poultry 
Keeper  gives  it.— Ed.] 

Using  Kerosene  Oil.— Mr.  D.  N.  Byerlee, 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska.— "When  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Rice,  of  Framingham,  Mass.,  says,  not  to  use 
kerosene  on  the  heads  of  little  chicks  for  lice, 
she  is  doubtless  correct,  so  far  as  kerosene  alone 
is  concerned,  but  when  mixed  with  fresh  lard, 
in  proportion  of  one-third  of  the  former  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  latter,  and  applied  to  the  heads  of 
little  chicks,  it  is  all  that  is  required  of  an  insect- 
icide. There  is  no  Persian,  or  other  insect  pow- 
der equal  to  it,  and  it  does  not  injure  the  chick 
in  the  least.  I  have  used  it  for  the  past  three 
years.  It  is  also  good  for  scaly  legs  on  poultry, 
or  lice  on  animals." 

Maltese  Turkeys— Mr.  J.  F.  Barhee.Millers- 
burg,  Ky— "I  notice  in  the  August  Poultry 
Keeper,  page  272,  that  Mrs.  B.  W.  H..  of  Gold 
Dust,  Tenn.,  wishes  to  know  about  her  turkeys, 
which  are  called  Maltese  turkeys.  I  will  state 
that  it  is  one  of  the  standard  varieties  but  are 
called  Slate  turkeys.  In  some  sections  it  is  also 
known  as  the  Maltese  or  blue  turkey.  The  black 
spots  she  speaks  of,  in  the  plumage,  does  not 
denote  impure  blood,  as  but  few  turkeys  of  this 
variety  are  free  from  the  fault,  though  the  less 
black  the  finer  they  are  considered.  The  inter- 
est in  fine  poultry  in  this  section  is  on  a  boom, 
and  the  dunghill  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past, 
as  it  costs  no  more  to  raise  a  good  fowl  than  a 
poor  one,  and  they  reach  the  market  two  weeks 
or  more  sooner,  while  their  beauty  alone  would 
repay  any  one  to  give  up  the  chickens  of  their 
"daddies."  I  have  been  experimenting  with  a 
new  variety  called  golden  Wyandottes,  and  find 
them  to  be  the  largest,  hardiest  and  most  beauti- 
ful of  the  Wyandotte  family.  I  subscribe  for  20 
poultry  papers,  but  none  are  read  with  more 
interest  than  the  Poultry  Keeper."  [We  are 
familiar  with  Slate  turkeys,  but  could  not  recall 
them  with  the  description  given  by  the  lady. — 
Ed.] 

Going  to  see  for  Herself.— Mrs.  C.  M.  Grif- 
fin, Exira,  Iowa.— "I  am  making  a  lamp  incu- 
bator on  your  recommendation,  and  woe  be  unto 
you  if  I  fail.  I  paid  one  dollar  for  a  thermometer, 
but  don't  believe  it  will  turn  out  a  bit  better 
than  mine.  As  to  the  moisture  gauge,  I  believe 
I  could  have  succeeded  with  the  other  incubator 
if  I  could  have  measured  the  dampness  of  the 
thing.  I  have  the  drawer,  and  am  having  the 
tank  made  under  my  instructions,  and  every  bit 
of  the  rest  of  that  incubator  I  will  make  with  my 
own  hands,  as  I  have  built  the  house  it  is  to  go 
in,  and  built  all  my  hen  houses.  I  will  succeed 
if  there  is  anything  in  perseverance.  Iam  past 
64,  born  in  Philadelphia,  but  drifted  here  old  and 
poor,  all  alone,  to  do  as  I  please  if  I  can,  and  no 
man  to  say—'  I  told  you  how  it  would  turn  out.' 
I  will  put  in  200  eggs  to  try,  as  I  might  as  well  die 
for  a  sheep  as  a  lamb.  Many  thanks,  Mr.  Editor, 
for  your  kind  letters  of  instruction  in  reply  to  my 
inquiries." 

Buying  on  Reputation— Mr.  H.  T. Beatty, 
Massillon,  O.— "I  often  notice  articles  in  poultry 
papers  reading  like  this.  Tf  you  contemplate 
keeping  pure-bred  poultry  for  sale  don't  buy  of 
any  breeder  unless  lie  has  a  big  reputation,  and 
charges  you  $10  to  25  for  a  pair  of  birds,  and  from 
:■:>>  toV;5  lor  a  sitting  of  eggs,  and  you  will  be  sure 
to  get  good  stock.'  This  is  all  a  mistake.  What 
encouragement  does  an  article  of  this  kind  offer 
to  a' beginner?  He  must  pay  big  prices  to  start 
with.  In  •  rder  to  get  good  stock.  Then  he  stops 
to  think  how  foolish  he  is  to  venture  if  everybody 
follows  such  advice.  What  will  I  do  with  lin- 
stock after  I  have  it  ?  I  cannot  make  sales  at 
such  prices,  as  I  have  not  acquired  a  reputation, 
for  the  amateur  and  beginner  are  advised  not  to 
buy  of  me.  Such  advice  is  all  folly.  You  can 
get  birds  equally  as  good  from  a  small  breeder 
at  half  the  price  (which  is  all  they  are  worth  to 
any  one)  because  he  hopes  to  make  a  reputation 
and  in  time  to  get  these  big  prices.  I  can  cite 
you  to  several  cases  to  the  contrary,  where  these 
'obscure  breeders,  as  they  are  termed,  have  at- 
tended poultry  shows,  with  three  different 
breeds,  and  where  some  of  our  best  men  judged, 
and  they  not  only  carried  off  the  class  honors 
but  the  grand  sweepstakes  also.  Moral.— Buy 
where  vou  can  get  good  birds  the  cheapest,  as 
vou  are" not  compelled  to  keep  a  bird  that  is  not 
lis  it  is  represented." 
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An  Authority— Mr. G.  C.  "White,  Brincker- 
hoffville,  N.  Y.— "I  take  four  different  poultry 
papers,  but  for  the  amount  invested,  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  stands  at  the  head,  and  is  an  au- 
thority.'1'' 

A  Simple  Cure  for  Roup.— Mr.  J.  S.  Mont- 
gomery, Otsego,  Mich.— "I  did  not  know  what 
roup  was  but  Knew  my  hens  were  sick.-  After 
trying  many  remedies,  and  losing  some  of  my 
best  birds,  I  at  last  found  a  cure  that  has  been 
a  success,  as  well  as  being  cheap  and  simple.  It 
is  one  teaspoonful  of  melted  lard,  given  warm. 
After  giving  it  once  it  sometimes  cures,  and  I 
seldom  have  to  give  it  more  than  two  or  three 
times.  It  is  also  good  for  them  when  they  are 
crop-bound." 

A  Novel  Moisture  Gauge.— Mr.  J.  W.  Hile, 
Vallev  Falls,  Kansas.— "Here  is  a  moisture 
gauge"  that  can  be  relied  upon.  Take  two  small 
segars.  Place  one  under  a  sitting  hen  and  the 
other  in  an  incubator.  Examine  the  one  under 
the  hen  until  you  become  accustomed  to  the 
moisture  it  contains  by  feeling.  Then  examine 
the  one  in  the  incubator.  If  it  is  dry  and  hard 
there  is  not  sufficient  moisture.  If  too  soft  there 
is  two  much  moisture,  as  it  should  compare  with 
the  one  under  the  hen." 

Good  Weights.— Mr.  Geo.  D.  Taylor,  Worth- 
ington,  Indiana.—"  I  have  some  Langshans, 
hatched  June  15th,  that  weighed  four  pounds 
each  Oct.  15th.  Also  a  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel, 
hatched  in  April,  that  weighs  7  pounds  in  Octo- 
ber. How  is  that  for  weight.  Do  I  feed  my 
chickens  enough.  Have  (0  or70,  and  give  five  or 
six  pints  of  oats  and  three  to  five  pints  of  meal 
daily,  and  make  them  scratch  for  the  oats.  They 
are  doing  well  and  are  hungry  all  the  time. 
[Yes:  and  be  careful  not  to  feed  too  much  meal. 
-Ed.] 

Money  in  Poultry— Mr.  E.  R.  Hubbard, 
Sparta,  Mich.— "I  find  from  my  experience  that 
there  is  money  in  poultry  if  rightly  managed. 
Have  seen  many  comments  on  the  Wyandottes 
in  the  Poultry  Keeper.  They  are  my  favor- 
ites. Mine  began  laying  in  December  at  the  age 
of  seven  months,  and  are  still  laying  to  date 
(October,)  although  they  try  to  set  at  the  end  of 
each  litter,  but  are  broken  up  with  little  diffi- 
culty. Have  hatched  fifty  chicks  and  lost  only 
one.  I  use  the  Douglass  mixture,  and  think  it 
the  best  remedy  to  keep  old  fowls  and  chicks  in 
a  healthy  condition." 

How  to  Burn  Sulphur.— Mr.  Wm.  H.  Eberle, 
No.  3200,  Rock  Island,  111— "You  make  a  mistake 
about  burning  sulphur  in  a  hen  house,  in  your 
May  issue.  To  kill  fleas  it  is  to  put  two  table- 
spoons of  sulphur  in  a  pie  pan.  Then  put  the  pie 
pan  in  another  dish  containing  boiling  water,  so 
that  the  steam  goes  up  around  the  pie  pan. 
There  should  be  no  fire  or  water  in  the  pan  con- 
taining the  sulphur.  The  fire  should  be  under 
the  pan  that  contains  the  water.  Let  it  boil  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes,  with  the  pie  pan  in  it.  Just 

(V  io." 

Early  Crowing.— Mr.  J.  J.  Barrett,  Cold 
Spring,  N.  Y.— "I  should  like  to  know  at  what 
age  Plymouth  Rocks  usually  begin  to  crow.  I 
have  a  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel  which  crowed 
for  the  first  time  at  five  weeks  and  two  days  old, 
and  another  crowed  at  less  than  eight  weeks 
old.  When  less  than  ten  weeks  old  one  of  the 
pullets  crowed.  Do  you  not  think  it  early  crow- 
ing? [Yes.— Ed.].  They  are  of  a  very  early 
maturing  strain.  I  think  the  Plymouth  Rocks 
are  about  the  best  all-purpose  fowl  for  this 
climate." 

Too  Much  Red  Tape— Mr.  J.  R.  Barr,  Raub, 
Indiana. — "Your  August  number  is  just  splendid, 
and  your  own  article  on  feeding  chicks  the  best 
I  have  ever  read.  This  thing  of  feeding  fish 
chowder  and  such  niceties,  looks  very  well  on 
paper,  and  is  probably  relished  by  clucks,  but  I 
think  it  too. much  "red  tape.''  Common  sense 
tells  me  your  method  is  excellent.  I  take  two 
other  poultry  journals,  but  if  the  Poultry 
Keeper  is  not  worth  the  entire  lot  of  them,  I 
would  eat  the  whole  business." 

Heavy  Chicks.— Mr.  S  Stevens,  Newark  Sta- 
tion, New  York.— "I  wish  to  tell  you  about  my 
Plymouth  Rock  chickens,  a  cockerel  and  pullet. 
They  were  hatched  the  17th  day  of  March,  being 
the  early  ones  hatched  from  that  setting.  At 
two  months  old  they  weighed  4%  pounds  per 
pair,  at  three  months  7%  pounds,  and  at  four 
months  10  pounds  and  10  ounces.  Other  poultry 
raisers  think  that  by  the  time  they  are  filled  out 
they  will  double  their  age.  Have  named  cock- 
erel St.  Patrick,  as  he  was  hatched  St.  Patrick's 
day." 

Five  Splendid  Hatches— Mr.  J.  W.  Sher- 
burne, Le  Roy,  Indiana.— "I  will  give  you  my  ex- 
perience with  an  incubator  made  according  to 
your  . directions  :  March  1st,  first  hatch,  93  per 
cent,  of  fertile  eggs  hatched ;  March  21,  second 
hatch,  90  per  cent.;  April  16th,  third  hatch,  83 
per  cent.;  May  9th,  fourth  hatch,  90  per  cent.; 
June  5th,  fitth  hatch,  87  per  cent.  I  raised  the 
chicks  in  a  brooder  of  my  own  make,  and  lose 
fewer  than  with  hens,  while  chicks  grow  one- 
third  faster."  [AVill  Mr.  S.,  kindly  send  us  a 
plan  or  drawing  of  the  brooder.— Ed.] 

Keeps  the  Poultry  Keeper  on  File.— Bur- 
rell  Bros.,  Canisteo,  N.  Y. — "  Let  fly  your  heavy 
shots  at  the  standard,  and  see  if  the  next  attempt 
will  not  be  an  improvement  in  so  much  that  the 


judges  can  score  the  same  fowl  within  ten  points 
of  each  other  at  least.  The  Poultry  Keeper  is 
always  on  file  at  our  office  and  ready  for  con- 
sultation. The  senior  member  of  our  firm  has 
bred  poultry  for  pleasure  for  fifteen  years,  and 
may  give  you  some  of  his  observations  in  that 
line  some  of  these  days  when  there  is  a  lull  in 
the  deluge."   [Welcome  at  any  time.— Ed.] 

Blowing  Out  the  Chick.— Mr.  L.  B.  Hawkins, 
Danville,  Indiana— "A  chick  one  day  old  got  in 
the  fresh  air  tube.  After  getting  my  brooder  in 
shape  I  went  to  dinner,  and  when  I  returned 
found  four  chicks  gone.  I  found  they  had  gone 
down  the  tube,  as  I  had  made  it  a  little  too  short 
[Top  should  be  protected  with  wire. — Ed.].  I 
found  three  of  them  between  the  tank  and  side 
of  box,  but  I  discovered  that  the  fourth  had 
worked  himself  into  one  of  the  fresh  air  tubes.  I 
could  not  get  at  him  without  destroying  the 
brooder,  but  I  got  him.  I  took  one  and  a  half 
feet  of  rubber  hose,  put  one  end  in  the  upper 
end  of  fresh  air  tube,  and  gave  a  blow  that  made 
him  think  a  cyclone  was  in  the  rear.  It  was  like 
a  blow-gun  on  a  large  scale,  but  the  chick  came 
out  all  the  same." 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Plymouth  Kocks, 

JOSEPH  WALLACE,  JANESVILLE,  WIS. 

Every  breed  in  our  standard  is  more  or  less 
overrated  by  interested  parties  who  value  a  dol- 
lar more  than  truthfulness,  and  every  new 
variety  is  surfeited  with  heavy  dose"  of  "cheap 
wind"  combined  with  ridiculous  nonsense  to 
give  it  a  boom  preparatory  to  its  making  appli- 
cation, for  recognition  and  favor  in  the  august 
body  of  the  A.  P.  A.  The  confiding  purchaser, 
to  whom  this  glittering  bait  is  a  veritable  boom, 
thinks  he  has  secured  a  bonanza,  but  in  time 
fails  to  find  in  his  new  breed  those  transcendant 
merits  so  highly  pictured  in  the  poultry  journals. 
The  nonsense  we  hear  about  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Javas,  Wyandottes  and  Leghorns  being 
far  superior  to  their  colored  relatives  is,  to  say 
the  least,  "supremely  ridiculous." 

We  confess,  for  our  part,  a  preference  for  the 
White  Rock,  White  Dorking,  White  Java,  White 
Langshan,  White  Leghorn  and  White  Minorca, 
to  the  colored  varieties,  but  at  the  same  time  our 
preference  is  strictly  based  on  individual  taste, 
and  not  on  any  superior  merit  alleged  to  have 
been  discovered  in  the  white  varieties.  Those 
who  have  studied  Natural  History,  know  that 
a  white  animal,  or  fowl,  is  never  superior  to  the 
colored  of  its  own  species  or  breed,  and  when 
the  too  enthusiastic  admirer  of  one  or  the  other 
of  the  new  white  varieties  will  take  a  sensible 
view  of  the  matter,  we  may  expect  some  show  of 
reason  tempered  with  common  sense. 

The  Plymouth  Rock  proper,  is  the  breed  we 
aimed  to  write  about  when  we  started.  It,  too, 
was  the  willing  victim  of  adulation,  every  imag- 
inable good  quality  was  centered,  and  every 
point  overrated  in  the  breed.  However,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  they  are  a  magnificent  breed 
for  every-day  purpose,  suiting  alike  the  farmer, 
the  villager,  the  cottager,  and  the  market  breed- 
er. They  have  inherited  hardiness,  constitu- 
tional vigor,  prepotency  of  color,  good  flesh,  and 
laying  qualities  from  the  Dominique.  The  old 
Java,  like  other  breeds  from  Southern  Asia, 
could  not  honestly  boast  of  possessing  either  of 
the  qualities  named  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Next  to  the  Light  Brahma,  more  skill,  time, 
painstaking,  selection  and  matching,  light  and 
dark  mating,  and  "  happy  medium."  were  be- 
stowed and  expended  on  the  Rock  than  on  any 
other  breed  nameable,  to  attain  an  evenly-barred 
plumage,  beaks,  and  legs  of  proper  shade  and 
color.  The  plumage  cannot  be  called  artistic 
nor  fancy,  according  to  our  ideas  of  {esthetics, 
but  it  is  a  sober,  every-day  dress,  that  will  stand 
the  wear  and  tear  of  a  useful  life,  and  well  be- 
fitting a  fowl  that  "handsomely  does"  in  the 
line  of  profits. 

Some  of  our  finely-bred  fowls,  like  the  Spanish, 
have  deteriorated  in  laying  capacity  since  the 
era  of  poultry  shows  and  standard  requirements, 
but  we  doubt  that  the  Plymouth  Rock  could  be 
made  pliant  to  fancy  anil  deterioration  at  the 
same  time.  The  color  is  invincible,  the  organism 
well  balanced,  the  constitution  robust,  and  the 
useful  qualities  too  well  inherited  and  established 
to  suffer  in  the  hands  of  the  fancy  breeder.  Take 
all  their  good  and  medium  qualities,  singly  or  to- 
gether, and  where  can  we  find  a  breed  that  will 
come  nearer  to  the  general  idea  of  usefulness, 
or  that  will  better  suit  the  great  mass  of  our 
people,  than  the  Plymouth  Rock? 

[The  above,  written  at  our  request,  is  from  the 
pen  of  an  old  editor  and  breeder,  who  is,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  best  informed  persons  on  poultry 
in  the  United  States.— Ed.] 


Mr.  Bacon  Criticises  Our  Standard. 

W.  F.  BACON,  CAMHRIDGEPORT,  MASS. 

Your  standard  on  Plymouth  Rocks,  in  the  Aug. 
number,  suits  me  to  a  charm  except  the  "plum' 
,age."  Why  do  you  want  the  feathers  black  and 
white  when  for  years  it  has  been  the  endeavor 
ol  fanciers  to  breed  it  out,  and  produce  the  two 


shades  of  blue.  I  have  placed  a  big  question* 
mark  against  the  article— -What  they  would  like 
to  see'  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  experiment  of  the 
society  on  the-,  delegate  plan  being  tried  in  New 
England. . 1  vas  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  that 
organi?'  jon,  and  know  all  about  it.lt  was  not  an 
"utte '  jailure"  but  a  deliberate  conspiracy  by 
sr>r„e  members  of  the  A.  P.  A.  to  ruin  it.  I  can't 
,<<ay  I  like  the  idea  of  a  standard  to  enlighten  us- 
how  to  make  more  pounds  of  flesh,  or  less  of 
offal.  I  believe  the  majority  breed  to  feather, 
and  care  less  about  the  avoirdupois  than  they  do 
about  the  symmetry  and  feathering  of  their  bird. 
A  poultry  fancier  and  a  poulterer  are  as  different 
as  chalk  and  cheese.  I  never  could  become  one 
of  the  latter,  but  love  to  believe  I  am  a  fancier. 
Neither  do  I  agree  with  the  "C/iwm."  I  never 
yet  saw  a  "kicker"  who  made  a  judge  give  any 
account  of  his  decisions.  We  place  them  in  the- 
category  with  the  barking  dog  and  dread  them 
about  as  much.  Hike  them  myself.  But  to  refer 
to  the  first  question.  Your  standard,  on  the 
whole  is  the  best  I  have  ever  seen  worded,  and 
then  in  the  very  midst  to  advance  the,  to  me, 
ridiculous  idea  of  black  and  white  for  plumage. 
Now,  if  you  will  pack  your  grip  and  come  to- 
Cambridgeport,  and  make  me  a  visit  of  a  few 
days,  I  will  give  you  a  good  time,  and  agree  to 
show  you  before  your  return  to  New  Jersey,  500" 
Plymouth  Rocks  witli  not  only  "a  shade  of  blue,"' 
but  two  shades  of  blue.  If  not,  when  I  catch  yon 
at  Boston  next  winter  I  will  repeat  the  offer. 
The  English  Standard  in  describing  color,  says: 
"Plumage,  Cuckoo-feathered,  viz.,  ground  color 
pale,  ashy,  or  blue-gray,  banded  with  dark  slate 
or  blue,  the  two  colors  blending  into  each  other, 
*  *  *  *  *  and  the  plumage  free 
from  red,  black,  brown,  white,  or  yellow." 

This,  I  claim,  is  correct,  and  I  don't  care  a 
hoot  what  men  describe  as  their  color.  If  you 
ask  them  to  pick  out  the  best  birds  they  will 
have  them  to  correspond  as  near  as  possible  with 
the  above  description.  I  have  been  judging  now 
for  about  eighteen  years,  and  during  all  that 
time  I  have  heard  nothing  but  "blue,  blue,  blue."' 
We  don't  want  black-barring,  but  two  shades  of 
blue.  White  was  very  prominent,  but  by  using 
great  care  in  selecting,  the  breeders  'in  this 
vicinity  have  very  nearly  got  it  out,  and  made 
the  light  blue,  or,  as  our  Standard  calls  it,  gray- 
ish white,  if  you  can  understand  that. 

I  would  like,  if  I  had  time,  to  stir  up  a  dis- 
cussion on  this  utility  humbug.  The  majority  of 
fanciers  breed  fowls,  I  believe,  for  the  same 
reason  that  some  raise  pheasants,  peacocks,, 
birds,  etc.,  because  they  think  a  Partridge 
Cochin  or  a  Golden  Hamburg  handsome.  When 
I  want  eggs  for  breakfast  I  go  to  the  store  and 
buy  them,  and  I  care  not  whether  the  hens  from 
which  they  came  laid  one  a  weeK  or  one  a  day, 
or  by  a90-point  Black  Cochin  or  a  "dunghill." 
When  I  am  chicken  hungry  I  visit  our  friend 
Rudd  and  buy  a  capon.  I  don't  care  how  home- 
ly he  is  so  long  as  he  suits  the  table.  That  is  all 
I  care  about  utility.  I  never  should  breed,  or  be 
at  all  interested  in  the  poultry  fancy,  if  utility  is- 
to  be  the  prime  object  sought.  I  prefer  a  pullet 
that  don't  lay  but  about  once  in  three  days,  or 
longer,  as  I  can  get  better  feathering.  How  I 
have  run  on,  but  pardon  me,  for  I  am  like  an, 
old  eight-day  clock — once  wound  up  can't  stop. 

[Friend  Bacon's  letter  is  welcome,  and  we  ad- 
mire his  straightforward  way  of  stating  that  he 
is  a  fancier,  and  cares  nothing  for  utility.  We 
know  where  h'e  stands— on  one  side  of  the  fence 
only.  But  there  are  other  fanciers  who  straddle 
both  sides.  They  blow  hot  air  in  favor  of  "fancy" 
and  cold  air  about  "the  magnitude  of  thepoidtry 
interests,"  all  at  one  breath.  It  is  the  poultry 
raisers  who  buy  the  fancy  stock,  and  the  proof 
is  that  there  is  a  hundred  times  more  business  • 
done  with  Leghorns,  Plymouth  Rocks,  Asiatics, 
Wyandottes,  etc.,  than  with  the  ornamented 
Polish.  Take  away  utility— carcass  and  eggs — 
and  the  bctom  would  drop  out  of  the  fancy  part 
quickly.  Regarding  the  blue  in  Plymouth  Rocks 
we  will  consider  it  a  favor  if  any  one  will  send 
us  a  feather  from  a  Plymouth  Rock  that  has  even 
the  slightest  tinge  of  blue— En. 1 


Artificial  Incubation. 

J.  W.  HILE,  VALLEY  FALLS,  KAN. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hile.  of  Valley  Falls,  Kan.,  has 
agreed  to  contribute  several  valuable  articles  in 
regard  to  artificial  hatching,  and  as  he  has  given 
this  subject  very  careful  attention  our  readers 
should  read  his  letters  very  carefully.  He  says: 

"When  I  consider  some  of  the  mistakes  made 
by  incubator  designers  and  builders,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  me  that  so  many  people  are  unde- 
cided regarding  the  practicability  of  artificial 
incubation.  Also  that  so  many  who  have  tried 
the  artificial  method  consider  it  a  failure  and 
denounce  it  as  a  fraud.  Others  consider  it  the 
only  successful  and  profitable  way  of  incubating, 
yet  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  raise  the  chicks 
after  they  are  hatched.  The  cause  is  laid  to 
improper  care,  to  feeding,  or  to  disease.  Now 
and  then  you  will  And  a  person  who  usually  has 
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a  little  better  success  than  the  average  hen." 
When  you  find  one  such  person  you  will  find 
more  who  do  not  succeed  so  well.  And  yet  a 
hen  has  no  knowledge  of  science  whatever;  if 
she  succeeds  in  hatching  every  egg  it  is  due  to  a 
strict  attention  to  business  under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. We  know  there  can  be  no  result 
without  a  cause,  and  therefore  there  must  be  a 
reason  for  these  various  opinions  and  different 
results.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  state  emphatically 
that  the  principal  cause  of  these  differences 
exists  in  the  accumulation  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 
Without  oxygen  a  chick  could  never  be  brought 
into  existence.  With  a  small  quantity  of  oxygen, 
and  that  well  adulterated  with  carbonic  acid 
gas  and  impurities,  an  egg  will  hatch,  but  the 
chick  will  be  puny  and  only  an  expert  hand  at 
feeding  and  caring  for  chicks  can  partially  re- 
store it  to  health  and  vigor.  Eggs  should  be  sup- 
plied with  pure,  fresh,  warm  air  while  being 
incubated.  The  egg  takes  in  oxygen  through 
the  minute  pores  of  the  calcareous  shell  and  ex- 
hausts carbonic  acid  gas.  Bandrimount  and  St. 
Augle  (the  highest  authority  we  have)  give  the 
amount  of  oxygen  absorbed  by  one  egg,  during 
18  days  of  incubation,  as  being  two  per  cent,  of 
its  weight.  The  weight  of  carbonic  acid  gas 
exhaled  by  one  egg,  from  the  16th  to  the  18th 
day  of  incubation,  as  being  3  grains  every  24. 
hours.  Also  see  Dalton's  Treaties  on  Human 
Philosophy,  pages  from  587  to  595.  As  carbonic 
acid  gas  is  heavier  than  atmospheric  air  it  is 
natural  to  suppose  that  it  would  pass  downward 
through  the  ventilator  tubes,  but  it  will  not. 
The  draft  of  the  warm  air  prevents  it  from  pass- 
ing through.  It  is  true,  when  you  pull  out  the 
drawer  and  push  it  back  it  clears  the  incubator 
of  this  gas  for  the  time,  but  do.es  not  check  its 
accumulation.  When  the  chicks  are  about 
ready  to  come  out  of  their  shells,  the  accumula- 
tion of  gas  is  much  greater  than  at  any  other 
time.  The  time  when  they  need  more  oxygen, 
the  drawer  should  be  disturbed  the  least.  This 
is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  so  many 
•chicks  dying  in  the  shell  from  the  16th  to  the  20th 
■day  of  incubation.  Place  a  strong  healthy  per- 
son in  a  well,  or  in  a  small  room,  and  give  them 
space  and  air  in  proportion  as  you  would  give  an 
egg,  and  their  healthy  look  will  soon  fade,  and 
their  strength  will  be  nearly  exhausted  in  less 
time  than  it  will  require  to  hatch  an  egg.  You 
cannot  expect  to  hatch  strong,  healthy  chicks 
under  such  conditions,  and  if  the  old  system  of 
artificial  incubation  is  kept  up  our  fine 
birds  will  soon  degenerate  and  lose 
their  spirited  carriage  and  also  usefulness. 
Knowing  these  facts,  and  knowing  how  easily 
this  difficulty  may  be  obviated,  there  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  hatching'  such  a  small  per  cent.,  and 
such  inferior  chicks,  from  good,  sound  eggs. 
There  are  very  few  incubators,  if  any,  but  what 
can  be  easily  arranged  to  dispose  of  this  gas, 
simply  by  placing  a  small  tube  in  the  sawdust, 
perpendicularly,  close  to  the  outside  of  the 
drawer  and  heater,  with  a  short  elbow  on  the 
lower  end  to  reach  under  the  egg  drawer  in  the 
bottom  of  the  ventilator  box.  or,  if  sand  or  clay 
be  used  in  the  ventilator  box,  the  tube  should 
■  enter  just  above  the  sand  or  clay.  The  tube 
should' extend  about  three  inches  above  the  in- 
cubator. These  tubes  should  be  from  l/s  to  3-16 
■of  an  inch  in  diameter,  inside,  to  100  eggs.  If 
you  have  a  heat  regulator  ys  inch  tube  to  100 
eggs  is  sufficient.  This  may  seem  small,  but  the 
draught  is  strong  and  constant.  Tin  will  do  for 
these  tubes  but  zinc  is  better.  If  you  attach 
them  you  will  soon  discover  a  vast  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  air  and  eggs  in  your  incubator. 
The  practice  of  crowding  so  many  eggs  in  a 
small  space  is  a  bad  one ;  in  fact,  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  touch  one  another.  Rotten 
eggs  touching  fertile  eggs  frequently  destroy 
the  life  germ  of  several  around.  A  cellar  is  no 
place  for  an  incubator,  no  matter  how  dry  it  may 
oe,  unless  the  chimney  is  built  from  the  bottom 
of  the  cellar,  and  has  a  small  opening  near  the 
floor  to  keep  the  cellar  clear  of  carbonic  acid 
gas.  Then  it  is  the  best  place,  as  the  tempera- 
ture is  more  equal.  If  your  chimney  does  not 
extend  to  the  bottom  of  the  cellar  you  can 
easily  run  a  three  or  three-and-a-half  inch  tube 
from'  within  four  or  five  inches  of  the  cellar 
floor,  in  the  chimney  above  the  stove  pipe. 
With  two  or  three  elbows  this  pipe  may  be  run 
in  some  out-of-the-way  corner  in  the  pantry  or 
cellar  way.  where  it  will  be  out  of  the  way,  and 
out  of  sight.  You  will  find  the  draught  to  be 
verv  strong,  and  you  would  soon  save  the  cost  in 
doctor  lulls,  and  in  preventing  butter,  milk, 
eggs,  fruit,  etc.,  from  being  injured  by  this  gas." 

Mr.  Hile  will  also  give  other  articles,  the  sub- 
ject of  hatching  in  different  localities  and 
climates,  as  well  as  the  matter  of  moisture 
being  considered.  He  treats  his  subjects  from 
somewhat  of  a  scientific  standpoint,  and  our 
readers  should  note  all  he  says.  We  do  not 
think  there  is  as  much  danger  from  carbonic 
acid  gas  as  from  draughts  of  air  in  the  egg 
drawer,  for  draughts  are  fatal,  as  we  know  by 
■experience. 


An  Illustrated  Standard. 

WESLEY  MALICE,  GIRARD,  FA. 

"We  have  no  time  to  fool  with  the  standard  or 


the  A.  P.  A  .this  month,  bnt  something -is  coin- 
ing."— Poultry  Keeper.  September. 

It  is  very  doubtful  in  my  mind  whether  it  will 
ever  be  of  any  benefit  to  any  breeder  or  editor  to 
spend  any  thought  or  energy  on  standard  mak- 
ing, as  already  a  portion  of  tiie  makers  have  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  that  no  artist  or  engraver 
would  be  able  to  give  the  breeders  of  America 
an  illustration  of  their  Ideal  fowl. as  pen  pictured 
in  their  new  work.  If  skilled  artists  are  unable 
to  follow  their  directions  how  do  they  hope  the 
breeder  is  to  follow  it,  or  is  this  new  revision 
only  a  subterfuge  to  enable  the  A.  P.  A.  to  filch 
from  the  pockets  of  each  standard  breeder  one 
dollar  more  for  another  abortion,  no  better  than 
the  old?  If  they  cannot  produce  their  ideal  fowl 
in  colors,  in  accordance  to  nature,  then  give  us  a 
stuffed  specimen,  or  one  cast  in  plaster,  and 
hand  painted,  have  the  taxidermist  remove  all 
disqualifying  parts,  substitute  perfect  ones  and 
make  one  perfect  specimen  of  male  and  female 
of  all  fowls  admitted.  Let  them  charge  a  royalty 
fee  (if  copyrighted)  from  those  wishing  to  repro- 
duce it,  having  the  Secretary  of  the  A.  P.  A.  act 
as  examiner,  and  when  found  to  conform  to  the 
official  description  and  model,  to. stamp  it  with 
his  official  stamp  and  seal  as  a  guarantee  of  its 
being  genuine.  If  the  breeders  of  this  age  can- 
not obtain  object  models  or  illustrations  from 
the  hands  of  the  A.  P.  A.  then  far  better  be 
governed  by  the  old.  and  retire  the  A.  P.  A.  into 
oblivion. 

[Mr.  Malick  has  made  a  good  suggestion,  and 
as  his  aim  is  to  educate  the  novice  he  sees  the 
importance  of  having  a  standard  which  should 
be  easily  understood  by  all.  His  suggestion  of 
models  is  excellent.— Ed.] 


No  Excuse  for  It. 

Mr.  James  H.  Tarplee.of  Clarksburg,  Indiana, 
writes  concerning  the  transactions  of  a  certain 
breeder  who  will  soon  find  himself  "in  a  scrape." 
Mr.  Tarplee  says:  v 

"Allow  me  to  contribute  for  publication  the 
following  statement:  I  purchased  three  sittings 

of  White  Plymouth  Rock  eggs  from  ,  Fort 

Plain,  N.  Y.',  and  note  the  result:  Number  of 
hatched,  15;  No.  living,  13;  No.  of  black  with 
feathered  legs,  1 ;  No.  of  blue  with  dark  legs,  5; 
No.  of  white  ones.  7.  Now  don't  you  think'  this 
an  imposition  on  the  fraternity?  Just  think  of 
a  black  chick  with  feathers  down  its  legs,  re- 
sembling a  Langshan.  for  a  White  Plymouth 
Rock.  Also,  they  don't  seem  to  be  very  well 
bred,  as  so  many  'of  them  should  not  show  dark 
markings." 

If  as  stated  it  is  a  deliberate  swindle,  and  de- 
serves the  contempt  of  every  honorable  man. 
We  ean  excuse  eggs  not  hatching,  as  accidents 
ZOT'Hhappen,  but  when  black  chicks,  with  feath- 
ered legs,  come  from  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  it 
is  time  to  stop.  The  breeder  at  Fort  Plain,  New 
York  will  have  his  name  given  in  full  next  time. 
This  is  not  the  first  complaint. 


A  New  Way  to  Judge. 

Mr.  Feich  has  been  giving  in  the  Ohio  Poultry 
Journal,  his  views  on  "cutting,"  or  "outing,"  as 
he  styles  it,  and  in  so  doing  he  has  to  give  up 
blue  on  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  proposes  that  we  do 
not  get  too  close  to  the  bird,  but  stand  off.  Here 
is  the  new  plan : 

Plymouth  Rocks,  at  the  ordinary  yard-distance 
off ,  look  a  light  granite  or  bluish  gray  barred 
with  a  dark  stone  color,  or  a  nearly  black  bar 
that  has  a  decidedly  blue  shade  to  if.  These 
birds  must  be  described  as  they  look  at  the 
ordinary  distance  of  observation.  It  is  folly  to 
describe  a  feather  pulled  out  of  them.  It  is  the 
bird  as  a  whole  we  are  after. 

Just  what  the  difference  between  dark  stone 
color  or  dark  any  other  color  (mud,  for  instance) 
is  we  cannot  say,  but  how  can  the  bird  be  cut 
for  plumage  by  looking  at  it  from  "the  ordinary 
distance  of  observation."  That  would  be  fatal, 
for  the  ordinary  distance  to  some  may  be  very 
close  while  with  others  a  long  step  or  two.  He 
says  it  is  folly  to  describe  a  feather  pulled  out  of 
them.  Then  cease,  and  give  up  standard  making, 
for  nothing  is  easier  to  describe  than  a  Plymouth 
Rock  feather.  "Folly  is  it."  Mr.  F.,  after  you 
disqualified  Langshans  lor  a  speck  of  white  on 
the  foe.  "Its  the  bird  as  a  whole  we  are  after" 
he  says,  and  in  that  sentence  all  his  castles  on 
symmetry  topple  over.  Then  we  will  no  longer 
cut  in  sections  for  symmetry,  but  stand  o^and 
look.  If  you  stand  off  and  look  at  a  Plymouth 
Rock  how  will  you  then  describe  it  ?  "Stone 
color"  will  not  describe,  as  there  are  too  many 
shades  of  stone.  There  are  even  several  colors 
to  granite.  Limestone  and  marble  are  the  same 
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:  yet  do  not  look  alike.  Sandstone,  ironstone, 
magnesian  rock,  flint  stone,  mica,  and  other 
minerals  come  in  the  expression  "  stone." 
"Blue"  will  not  answer,  for  you  must  "  first  find 
your  blue"  on  the  Plymouth  Rock.  We  rather 
think  you  will  have  to  pull  that  feather,  Friend 
Felch. 


He's  Muddled. 

Editor  Stoddard  of  the  Poultry  Yard  has  to 
reach  to  his  arm's  length  to  find  flaws  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  Here  is  the  latest: 

We  clip  the  following  from  The  Poultry 
Keeper: 

"The  White  Minorca  is  a  pound  heavier  than 
the  Leghorn,  and  his  legs  of  a  whitish  flesh  color, 
while  the  legs  of  the  Leghorn  should  be  yellow. 
The  Minorca  comb  is  also  larger.  Otherwise 
there  is  no  difference." 

The  editor  has  a  strange  fatality  in  blundering, 
and  what  is  the  more  singular,  with  all  his  blun- 
dering he  never  blunders  upon  the  truth.  The 
fact  is  that  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the 
shape  of  the  bodies,  the  Minorcas  having  bodies 
that  suggest  the  Dorking  at  once. 

Yes,  it  is  "very  much  like  a  whale,"  if  one  is  to 
stretch  the  imagination.  The  shape  of  the  White 
Leghorn  and  the  White  Minorca  differs  so  little 
that  the  new  Minorca  standard  is  descriptive  of 
a  bird  almost  in  the  language  of  the  standard  for 
Leghorns.  Now,  we  have  Dorkings  in  our  yards, 
imported  for  us  by  Capt.  R.  W.  Sargent,  Black 
Minorcas,  birds  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Nevius,  and  White 
Minorcas  from  the  imported  birds  of  Mr.  F.  A. 
Mortimer,  hence  we  have  witnesses.  We  fail  to 
see  any  Dorking  shape  in  the  Minorca,  but  as  to 
what  they  suggest  depends  upon  how  you  look  at 
them.  Some  Minorcas  may  suggest  cranes, 
while  others  are  more  compact.  The  same  with 
Leghorns.  We  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
fully  describe  the  varieties  when  we  stated 
"otherwise  there  is  no  difference." 


A  Comparison, 

The  Poultry  Yard,  in  reply  to  the  California 
Cackler,  has  a  long  and  able  article  in  defence 
of  the  A.  P.  A.,  from  which  we  take  an  extract. 
It  says : 

"1.  In  what  respect  would  a  National  Associa- 
tion be  more  national  than  the  A.  P.  A.?  2.  What 
respectable  breeder  in  the  country  is  prevented 
from  becoming  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.? 
3.  What  poultry  association  that  cannot  be  rep- 
resented at  the  meetings  of  the  A.  P.  A.?  4.  How 
does  the  A.  P.  A.  tax  without  representation 
more  than  the  N.  P.  A.  would?  5.  In  what  re- 
spect has  the  A.  P.  A.  been  a  'haphazard  affair  ?' 
6.  In  what  respect  is  the  A.  P.  A.  faulty  ?" 

We  numbered  the  questions  for  convenience 
of  replying  on  our  part.  1.  It  would  be  national 
because  composed  of  delegates  from  associations 
over  the  whole  country,  while  with  the  individ- 
uals the  meetings  are  attended  from  sections 
usually.  2.  None,  in  the  one  sense,  but  unless 
he  has  a  full  pocketbook  he  cannot  get  there. 
3.  None,  but  what  is  the  use  of  associations 
being  represented  in  a  body  composed  of  indi- 
viduals, each  individual  having  a,  vote  1  4.  Be- 
cause' it  compels  poultrymen  to  pay  an  exorbi- 
tant price  for  a  standard  without  gjving  them 
any  voice  in  it.  5.  Because  it  has  more  than  once 
been  threatened  with  "secession,"  owing  to 
jealousy.  6.  Because  it  is  a  "ring." 


Rather  Mistaken. 

The  American  Poultry  Yard  will  get  off  the 
track  sometimes.  It  has  this  to  say  in  reply  to 
us: 

The  Poultry  Keeper  that  we  have  quoted 
gave  us  a  genuine  surprise.  It  actually  contained 
constructive  criticism  on  the  standard  for  Plym- 
outh Rocks!  Now.  if  we  were  vain,  we  should 
be  inclined  to  think  that  the  walloping  the  Yard 
has  given  the  Keeper  has  done  the  latter  good. 
Mr.  Jacobs  is  evidently  now  on  the  anxious  seat 
and  will  soon  become  a  full-fledged  convert  to 
the  doctrines  of  fancy  points  in  foVls.  after  hav- 
ing spurned  them  for  years.  Why!  his  "Pro- 
posed Standard  for  Plymouth  Pocks"  fairly 
bristles  with  fancy  points!. 

We  have  never  vet  spurned  fancy  points,  but 
insisted  that  they' should  not  be  given  to  the 
comb,  and  other  useless  portions  of  the  body  in 
preference  to  the  more  valuable  sections..  The 
Poultry  Yard  is  invited  to  specify  alleged  in- 
stances where  we  have  done  so.  Give  us  chapter 
and  verse,  Brother  Stoddard.  Do  not  think  we 
shall  allow  you  to  hide  behind  a  mere  general 
assertion  like  that. 
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How  Mr.  Collins  Cured  the  Turkey. 

We  have  several  items  in  "Condensed  Corre- 
spondence" from  Mr.  John  J.  Collins,  Hyannis, 
Mass.,  in  regard  to  his  treatment  of  roup  with  a 
turkey  gobbler,  but  as  he  was  desirous  of 
giving  the  full  details,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers,  we  append  a  letter  from  him,  in  which 
he  says: 

1  send  you  treatment  of  swollen-eyed  roup 
case,  which  had  attacked  my  handsome  Bronze 
gobbler,  and  so  long  continued  that  I  despaired 
of  relief,  his  eyes  watered,  and  a  large  lump  soft, 
as  if  a  wind  bag  formed  under  the  eye.  I  gave 
first  red  pepper  and  soap  in  pills  for  two  or  three 
days,  then  commenced  washing  with  warm 
water  and  boracic  acid,  and  after  drying, 
anointed  with  glvcerine  with  a  little  carbolic 
acid  in,  and  injected  bromo  chloralum.  These 
three  every  morning  and  night.  I  kept  this  up 
for  ten  days,  and  once  during  that  time  he 
seemed  to  get  better  and  I  wrote  you  so.  All  at 
once  it  became  worse  than  before.  I  kept  on, 
then  tried  washing  twice  with  pure  cider  vine- 
gar, but  he  got  so  much  worse  that  I  went  back 
to  the  second  treatment  again  (the  three  things 


about  the  treatment "of  young  turkeys.  I  had 
twenty-nine  and  have  twelve  left.  \,  hat  can  be 
done  when  thev  mope  around  and  at  night  die 
in  the  coop.  Is  there  no  tonic  for  them?  You 
may  think  I  overdosed  i  he  gobbler  but  he  Is  all 
right  and  after  such  a  siege  1  feel  relieved. 

The  draught  was  the  cause,  and  he  would 
have  gotten  well  sooner  but  for  it.  Whenever 
the  head  of  a  fowl  is  swollen,  <>r  eyes  inflamed, 
look  for  draughts  of  air  from  somewhere.  It  may 
be  by  ventilation  at  the  top,  a  crack,  or  even 
from  the  floor.  The  moping  may  be  due  to  the 
big  head  lice  mentioned  in  this  issue,  in  the 
special  article,  or  it  may  be  due  also  to  draught. 
But  look  closely  on  the  heads  for  the  big  head 
lice. 


Zinc  or  Galvanized  Iron  for  Incubators, 

The  following  letter,  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Hile, 
Valley  Falls,  Kansas,  is  worthy  of  being  care- 
fully read  by  our  readers.  Mr.  Hile  has  per- 
fected a  regulator,  to  be  attached  to  incubators, 


equalize  the  heat  and  to  prevent  the  eggs  frojn 
becoming  too  warm  near  the  lamps.  Otherwise 
I  have  no  use  for  zinc  about  an  incubator.  I  am 
not  a  manufacturer  of  incubators,  but  have  de- 
signed plans  for  constructing  and  am  prepared 
to  defend  my  points  on  scientific  principles. 

We  admit  we  claimed  that  zinc  was  more 
suitable  than  iron  for  the  lamp  incubators,  as  it 
could  be  more  easily  heated,  but  we  should  have 
stated  just  what  Mr.  Hile  says  above,  •  and  that 
is  that  it  lacks  stiffness,  causing  the  bottom  of 
the  heater  to  "flop."  and  put  out  the  lamp.  We 
alluded  to  its  heat-conducting  quality,  but  Mr. 
Hile  has  kindly  come  forward  and  stated  several 
points  which  we  should  have  given  at  the  time. 
Certainly,  for  solidity  and  permanency  the  gal- 
vanized'iron  is  better,  while  the  conducting  of 
the  heat  is  not  of  such  great  difference  as  to 
render  the  iron  inferior  by  any  means,  while  it 
is  also  cheaper  than  the  zinc.  We  make  tho 
above  correction  with  pleasure. 


A  Difference. 

The  following  little  item  we  clip  frout 
New  England  Fancier ; 


UGHT  Bit  AH  MA  COCK  "HAMNIBAL"  ANB  MATES.— Owned  foylC  H.  CoeSUll,  Perry,  Illinois. 


together),  but  reading  '  in  your  Poultry 
Keeper  that  sulphur  and  carbolic  acid  on  hot 
coals  would  prepare  the  way  for  better  action 
of  other  medicine,  I  tried  it  once,  and  happen- 
ing to  think  of  a  severe  stoppage  of  the  nose  in 
the  case  of  one  of  my  family  which  had  yielded 
at  once  to  homeopathic  JStepar  Sulphur.  I  made 
a  preparation  of  it,  five  drops  to  three  table- 
spoonsful  of  water,  and  gave  the  gobbler  a  little 
over  two  teaspoonsful,  on  the  same  evening  he  [ 
inhaled  the  fumes.  Next  evening  I -gave  treat- 
ment (the  wash,  injection  and  anointing)  and 
gave  the  balance  of  Hepdr  Sulphur,  and  next  I 
morning  there  was  a  decided  improvement. 
I  then  did  the  same,  and  at  the  end  of  this  day 
the  swelling  had  almost  disappeared.  I  have 
held  this  letter  four  days  to  be  sure,  and  now 
pronounce  him  cured.  I  feel  certain  he  would 
have  been  cured  before  but  for  a  draught  which 
came  on  him  every  night  that  1  noticed  and 
remedied  a  few  days  before  the  cure.  I  noticed 
one  of  my  turkey  liens  drooping  for  two  or  three 
days  and  I  gave  it  2%  drops  of  homeo- 
pathic Nux  Voiiiica,  in  a  tablespoon  of  water  at 
night.  Next  morning  it  was  all  right.  I  have 
•only  kept  fowls  one  year,  and  had  the  Poultry 
Keevjr  Ave  months,  so  you  see  how  much  good 
I  get  from  it.  I  hope  your  subscribers  will  write 


and  has  also  devised  an  excellent  plan  for  mak- 
ing an  incubator,  hence  that  which  he  writes  is 
valuable.  He  says : 

I  see  in  the  August  number  of  your  journal,  a 
statement  by  you,to  the  effect  that  zinc  is  better 
for  hot  air  incubators  than  iron,  but  iron  is 
better  for  hot  water  incubators  than  zinc.  I 
have  every  number  of  your  journal  from  the 
first.  I  eonsider  it  a  valuable  journal  and  have 
considered  you  as  authority.  If  your  statement 
be  correct,  it  will  interfere  greatly  with  my 
prospects,  as  in  mv  plans  for  constructing  incu- 
bators I  recommend  galvanized  iron  for  hot  air 
incubators,  my  reasons  being  as  follows:  Zinc 
being  a  stronger  non-conductor  of  heat  than 
iron,  more  oil  will  Be  required  to  keep  up  the 
heat.  Then  again,  zinc  will  contract  and  expand 
much  more  than  iron,  and  warp  and  twist  out  of 
shape,- and  not  unfrequently  puts  out  the  lights 
by  flopping  up  and  down.  In  my  judgment  zinc 
can  only  be  recommended  for  ventilator  and 
heater  tubes ;  also,  for  water  pans  under  the  egg 
drawers,  as  zinc  will  not  rust  Also,  square 
sheets  of  zinc,  from  8x10  to  10x14  i  ahes  (accord- 
ing to  size  of  incubator)  may  b'  «d  to  advan- 
tage on  the  top  of  the  iron  in  th  ater.  direct- 
ly under  where  the  heat  enter       3  heater,  to 


Jacobs  paid  $1.00— a  hundred  pennies— for  a 

Standard,  and  because  he  found  it  imperfect, 
he  lias  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
squandering  his  money  so  recklessly. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  amount  invested,  but  we 
dislike  to  be  swindled.  What  right  has  the 
A.  P.  A.  to  sell  a  bor/us  or  imperfect  standard  ? 

 •  

Mr.  Cockili's  Brahmas, 

The  average  score  of  the  Light  Brahmas  in 
this  illustration,  is  and  the  cut  was  sent  us 
by  Mr.  '0.  H.  Cockill,  Perry,  111.  With  his 
Brahmas  and  Partridge  Cochins  he  has  taken 
prizes  at  nearly  all  the  leading  shows,  some 
scores  being  as  high  as  96  points,  the  birds  being 
scored  by  Pierce,  Felch,  Ward  and  others.  He 
also  breeds  Buff  Cochins,  and  has  made  some 
excellent  records  with  them.  His  Light  Brahmas 
are  considered  by  him  as  being  second  to  none, 
and  during  the  next  season  he  con  templates 
beating  all  previous  records. 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  they  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising  Kates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  ($7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  loth  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.   Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg.  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 

INDIANAPOLIS  WINS. 
The  A.  P.  A.  Meets  There. 
Indianapolis  lias  been  selected  as  the  place  of 
meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  to  be  held  during  the 
time  of  the  Show,  in  January.  No  fitter  or  better 
place  could  have  been  chosen,  and  we  congrat- 
ulate the  Executive  Committee. 

St.  Louis  is  stirring  up  for  another  monster 
show.   

"*  you  get  an  extra  copy  of  this  paper  please 
-d  it  to  a  friend. 

Get  your  tarred  paper  ready  and  have  your 
hen  houses  made  warm. 

Only  50  cents  a  year  for  this  paper,  and  only 
60  cents  for  the  paper  and  a  book. 

This  paper  is  sent  for  six  months,  on  trial,  for 
only  25  cents.  Stamps  of  one  and  two  cents 
taken. 

Protection  does  notprotect,  says  Mr.  Felch. 
"What  an  excellent  tariff  advocate  he  would 
make 

Next  month  we  will  give  a  full  description  of 
the  several  breeds  of  Dorkings,  with  illustra- 
tions. 

Geo.  T.  Pitkin  and  F.  M.  Munger  make  the 
team  that  pulls  the  Chicago  show  load,  and  they 
pull  together.   

Wouldn't  it  be  well  for  Mr.  Josselyn,  the  late 
secretary  of  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  to  hurry  up  and— 
"a  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink." 

Mr.  Babcock's  name  was  at  the  foot  of  the 
of  the  A.  P.  A.,  which  was  more  than  he  could 
endure.  He  won'  be  sat  upon. 

Only  100,000  extra  free  copies  for  all  interest- 
ed in  poultry  next  month,  and  it  does  not  in- 
clude our  regular  circulation  either. 

We  want  that  100,000  extra  edition  to  go  only 
into  the  hands  of  parties  interested  in  poultry. 
Will  our  readers  please  send  us  names. 

We  don't  ask  our  readers  to  work  for  us,  but 
we  do  ask  them  to  send  us  the  names  of  any 
persons  they  believe  are  interested  in  poultry. 

The  Jersey  Blues,  though  established  for  over 
30  years.were  kept  out  of  the  Standard,  although 
the  committee  reported  in  their  favor.  And  all 
for  jealousy. 

If  you  are  wise  you  will  save  every  copy  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper.  You  can't  get  anything 
like  It  anywhere  else.  And  send  lor  the  back 
numbers,  which  are  only  five  cents  each. 


Next  year  there  will  be  more  business  done  in 
poultry  than  ever.  Coining  events  cast  their 
shadows  before.  * 


Yes,  we  take  stamps  in  payment,  even  from 
Canada.  We  don't  propose  to  shut  out  our 
Canadian  friends. 

Frederick,  Maryland,  has  changed  the  date 
of  her  show  to  Jan.  11th,  12th  and  13th,  as  it  con- 
flicted with  others.  Mr.  Jesse  Reifsnider  is  sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Bacon,  in  his  article  in  another 
column,  unhesitatingly  comes  out  for  the  fancier, 
and  he  is  not  at  all  particular  about  who  knows 
it  either. 

We  club  with  all  the  poultry  papers.  Before 
you  subscribe  for  any  of  them  send  to  us  and 
have  the  Poultry  Keeper  thrown  in  for  good 
measure. 

After  all,  most  birds  are  really  judged  by 
comparison.  Mr.  Felch  now  believes  in  "stand- 
ing off"  and  taking  a  look,  so  as  to  get  at  the 
"stone"  color. 

Remember,  the  man  who  overfeeds  his  hens 
will  get  no  more  eggs  than  will  the  man  who 
only  feeds  "semi-occasionally."  Afathe"  isn^t 
in  a  condition  to  lay. 

There  is  some  awful  squirming  and  making 
of  wry  faces  over  Indianapolis,  but  the  dose 
must  be  swallowed  all  the  same.  Some  people 
have  it  awful  hard  in  this  world. 

Our  paper  will  be  full  of  illustrations  next 
month.  Houses,  birds,  incubators,  brooders, 
regulators,  roosts,  and  designs  of  all  kinds. 
Better  send  us  the  names  of  your  friends  early. 

Your  standing  in  the  A.  P.  A.  depends  on  your 
seat  in  the  list  of  members.  The  higher  up  the 
nearer  the  realms  of  the  royal  ones.  This  ti  ouble 
is  avoided  with  delegates,  as  those  from  Alabama 
would  always  be  first. 

Get  the  A.  P.  A.  to  Rochester  and  the  "old 
guard"  will  be  on  duty.  The  "same  old  crowd" 
will  swarm  there  and  tell  how  they  advanced 
the  poultry  interests  by  quibbling  over  specks 
on  the  earlobe  no  larger  than  a  pin  head. 

Read  the  excellent  communication  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Wallace  (in  this  issue),  on  Plymouth 
Rocks.  He  is  an  old  veteran  breeder  and  writer, 
having  made  natural  history  a  specialty  for 
years.  Any  article  coming  from  him  is  worthy 
the  attention  of  all. 

We  have  nothing  for  sale  but  books.  We  do 
not  sell  poultry,  incubators,  appliances,  medi- 
cines, or  anything  else.  If  we  know  of  any  com- 
pounds or  medicines  for  poultry  we  publish 
them.  Our  business  is  to  give  ycu  a  first-class 
paper,  and  it  keeps  us  busy.  : 

Nearly  100  communications  and  inquiries  ap 
pear  in  each  issue  of  this  paper.  It  shows  its 
popularity.  We  do  not  send  you  a  large  amount 
of  paper,  but  we  "hold  the  fort"  on  the  reading 
matter,  as  we  give  it  to  you,  rammed,  jammed, 
crowded,  and  running  over. 

For  only  $1.00  we  send  you  three  papers  and 
a  book.  The  book  may  be  any  one  of  the  three 
sold  by  us.  The  papers  are  Poultry  Keeper, 
Poultry  Chum  (Geneseo,  111.),  and  Poultry 
Guide  (Claremont,  Va.).  Drop  a  card  to  them 
and  get  samples,  then— send  us  the  one  dollar. 

We  can  call  a  meeting  for  a  new  A.  P.  A.  and 
get  100  breeders  present,  as  we  have  already  re- 
ceived enough  favorable  letters  to  assure  such  a 
thing.  But  a  new  association  of  that  kind  is  of 
no  advantage.  What  is  wanted  is  a  representa- 
tive association  composed  of  delegates  from  all 
the  associations.   

"A  visit  to  a  Big  Egg  Farm"  is  worthy  the 
perusal  of  our  readers.  It  will  be  found  in 
another  column.  It  is  one  of  the  successful  ven- 
tures, and  we  have  described  everything,  as 
well  as  given  the  modes  of  feeding,  expenses, 
profits,  etc.  Remember,  this  is  no  communica- 
tion. We  were  there  and  saw  it. 


Now  for  Chicago.  This  is  the  month.  Fat 
stock,  poultry,  incubator  contest,  and  premiums- 
paid  without  a  whimper. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  will  be  there  by  the- 
thousands— Chicago,  Boston,  New  York,  In- 
dianapolis, and  every  place  we  can  reach.  We- 
always  do. 

Kewanee,  III.,  will  have  a  show  at  the  mam- 
moth rink,  with  F.  M.  Munger  and  F.  H.  Shella- 
barger  as  judges,  Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  3d,  inclusive. 
Mr.  Fred  Crosby,  Viola,  111 ,  is  secretary. 

We  don't  wish  to  beg  for  advertisements,  but 
those  breeders  who  get  into  that  extra  100,000 
edition  for  December  will  be  wise.  No  extra 
price  for  advertising  in  the  December  number. 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  Show,  at 
Venango  boro',  Pa.,  will  occur  Dec.  20th  to  24th, 
inclusive.  Premium  list  now  ready.  Address 
the  secretary,  Mr.  Horace  Kern,  Venango  boroV 
Pa. 

Joint  Exhibition.  —  Winona  county  and 
Trempealeau  Valley  Poultry  Associations,  at 
Winona,  Minn.,  February  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th, — 
1888.  C.  J.  Ward,  Judge.  For  particulars  ad- 
dress, Henry  Hess,  Winona,  Minn.,  G.  A.  Mark- 
ham,  Independence,  Wis. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Guthrie,  of  Homer  City,  Pa.,  the- 
wealthy  poultr"  fancier,  has  secured  Dr.  C.  A. 
Robinson,  of  Morristown,  Indiana,  to  take 
charge  of  his  poultry  ranch.  As  the  Doctor  does 
not  hold  a  second  place  to  any  one  on  poultry 
matters,  Mr.  Guthrie  is  chuckling  all  to  him- 
self over  the  good  fortune  on  his  part.  We  don't 
know  the  salary  offered  but  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  somewhat  huge. 

With  a  representative  National  Association 
the  "same  old  crowd"  could  not  "fix  things"  in 
advance,  for  they  would  not  know  who  the  dele- 
gates would  be.  Unless  some  association  elected 
them  they  would  have  to  fall  in  line  with  the 
"privates."  They  denounce  the  work  of  the 
masses  and  yet  boast  of  how  they,  themselves, 
have  elevated  the  poultry  interests.  With  be- 
tween 50  and  100  associations  in  this  country  a 
dozen  men  have  all  the  "say,"  and  the  breeders 
and  poultrymen  are  termed  "kickers"  if  they 
raise  a  word  in  opposition . 

Postponed, 

The  Illinois  Poultry  Association's  Show,whicb 
was  to  be  held  at  Alton,  Dec  6th,  has  been  post- 
poned until  further  notice,  as  it  conflicted  with 
the  dates  of  other  shows.  Mr.  J.  M.  Gearing, 
Alton,  is  secretary. 

Oberlin  Poultry  Show. 

,  Oberlin.  Ohio,  will  hold  her  third  annual  exhi- 
bition Dec.  27th  to 30th,  inclusive,  and  premium 
lists  are  now  ready.  The  coming  exhibition  is 
expected  to  be  the  largest  ever  held.  Mr.  H.  M. 
Close,  Oberlin,  is  secretary.  m 

The  Lynn  Fancier's  Clnb. 

The  second  annual  exhibition  of  the  Lynn, 
(Mass.,)  Fancier's  Club,  will  be  held  at  the 
"Coliseum,"  Dec.  15, 16  and  17.  Mr.  S.  H.  Hol- 
brook,  Lynn,  is  secretary.  The  hall  has  8,000  feet 
of  floor,  is  lighted  by  electricity,  and  the  show 
will  be  second  only  to  Boston.  Premium  lists 
are  ready.  W.  F.  Bacon  and  H.  B.  May  are  the 
judges. 

Harris  of  the  Oil  Kegions. 

One  Harris,  in  the  oil  regions,  has  suddenly 
burst  on  the  fraternity,  and  gets  his  free  advis- 
ing in  the  shape  of  "effusions"  to  the  poultry 
journals,  but  he  is  never  seen  at  the  shows.  His 
latest  is  an  article  on  dark  skin  fowls,  (some- 
thing "new"),  and  in  which  he  attempts  to  make 
us  use  words  never  uttered.  Harris  uses  the 
"communication"  racket  well,  but  we  have  never 
bitten  at  his  bait,  and  that  is  where  the  shoe 
pinches  Harris.  He  is  trying  to  make  readers 
believe  he  has  something,  and  gives  it/ree  to  all 
who  will  publish  it.  Not  any  in  ours. 
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Attention 

Hurry !  Send  in  the  names  of  your  friends  for 
samples.  Next  month  100,000  extras  will  be 
printed,  and  we  hope  every  reader  will  assist  us 
with  names.  You  need  not  ask  any  one  to  sub- 
cribe,  but  send  us  a  few  names  on  a  postal 
card. 

Titusville  Next  Month. 

Titusville,  Pa.,  has  12,000 population,  and  a  hall 
65x150  feet,  in  which  she  will  hold  a  large  show. 
She  is  in  a  section  well  suited  for  a  large  exhibi- 
tion, and  proposes  to  hold  it  Dec.  6th  to  9th  in- 
clusive. For  premium  list  address  Mr.  F.  W. 
Boughton,  Secretary. 

Fort  Wayne  in  the  List. 

The  Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Association 
will  hold  its  twelfth  annual  exhibition  at  Fort 
"Wayne,  Feb.  7th  to  11th,  inclusive.  There  will 
be  asweepstake  special  of  $50  in  cash.  Premium 
listnow  ready.  Address  the  secretary,  Mr .W.  D. 
Page,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Worcester's  Show. 

Owing  to  Boston's  show,  and  to  avoid  conflict 
of  dates  the  Worcester  show  has  been  changed 
to  Jan.  31st,  Feb.  1st  and  2d.  But  the  change  of 
dates  will  not  lessen  the  intention  of  having  a 
huge  show  at  Worcester.  Mr.  C.  B.  Day,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  is  secretary.  Premium  lists 
ready. 

Four  Big  Shows  in  One. 

Indianauolis  will  have  four  shows  in  one  Jan. 
18th  to  25th,  and  four  of  the  best  judges  in  the 
United  States  have  been  secured.  Premium  list 
now  ready.  Tomlinson's  city  hall  has  been  en- 
gaged for  the  purpose,  and  birds  will  come  from 
all  sections.  Don't  miss  it.  Mr.  R.  Twells, 
Montmorenci.  is  secretary. 

Shipping  to  Boston, 

Messrs.  W.  H.  Rudd  &  Sons,  48  Chatham  street, 
Boston,  write  us:  "For  the  benefit  of  Western 
and  other  shippers  we  will  state  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts laws  do  not  require  poultry  to  be  drawn 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  but  it  sells  enough 
better  to  more  than  pay  for  the  trouble,  and  in 
some  cases  decides  the  question  whether  it  can 
be  sold  at  all." 

Chautauqua  County  Organizing. 

Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  has  organized  an 
Association,  and  expects  to  hold  a  show  at 
Jamestown  as  soon  as  matters  can  be  put  in 
shape.  The  members  have  been  encouraged  by 
the  large  display  of  poultry  at  the  County  Fair 
recently  held.  Mr.  L.  P.  Harris,  Conewango 
Valley,  is  Secretary. 

The  Jndges  at  New  Haven. 

The  veteran  John  E.  Diehl,  with  Geo.  O. 
Brown,  A.  F.  Stevens,  and  'Geo.  Woolley,  will 
judge  at  New  Haven's  show,  which  occurs  Jan. 
5th  to  9th.  With  four  judges  it  will  be  a  large 
show,  and  the  members  compose  some  of  the 
most  prominent  business  men.  Mr.  Geo.  F 
Howard,  box  1235,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is  Sec'y. 

Western  Massachusetts  Association, 

The  second  grand  exhibition  of  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Poultry  Association  will  be  held 
at  the  City  Hall,  Hoiyoke,  December  27  to  31, 
inclusive,  and  premium  lists  are  now  ready. 
Mr.  James  K.  Morrill  is  Secretary,  Hoiyoke, 
•  Mass. 

Western  Iowa  Ponltry  Association, 

This  Association  was  organized  in  September 
with  Mr.  Arthur  Brackett  as  President  and  Mr. 
J.  Todd,  box  494,  Atlantic,  Iowa,  as  Secretary. 
They  propose  to  give  a  show  as  soon  as  the  date 
is  fixed,  and  as  th«y  have  a  hall  that  will  hold 
1000  birds,  they  expect  to  have  quite  a  turn  out. 
Eastern  breeders,  and  all  others,  are  invited  to 
compete.  The  Secretary  will  kindly  reply  to 
all  inquiries. 


Print  the  Copies, 

When  the  A.  P.  A.  meets,  a  printed  copy  ol 
each  standard  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
members.  If  not  they  will  know  nothing  of 
what  they  pie  doing.  There  should  be  plenty  of 
funds  to  do  it  with,  and  there  is  money,  but- 
more  hereafter. 

Rochester  to  the  Front. 

Rochester  is  spreading  herself  this  year.  She 
made  great  exertions  to  have  the  A.  P.  A.  meet 
during  her  show,  but  her  crowning  feature  will 
be  the  show  itself.  Her  geographical  position 
and  railroad  advantages  enable  her  to  Dring 
together  a  large  number  of  birds,  and  the  show 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country. 
February  1st  to  9th,  inclusive,  is  the  time,  and 
premium  lists  can  be  had  by  addressing  the 
Secretary,  Mr.  Geo.  D.  Peer,  Rochester,  New 

York.   

The  Death  Struggle  of  the  Blower, 

News  comes  that  the  Poultry  Raiser,  Chicago, 
is  now  seen  only  about  once  in  two  months,  with 
a prospect  of  going  to  the  happy  hunting  grounds. 
As  it  has  been  claiming  more  new  subscribers 
than  any  other  five,  papers  on  earth,  and  did  not 
intend  to  play  second  fiddle  to  Ananias, Gulliver, 
or  Baron  Munchausen,  we  were  not  surprised 
at  its  sudden  slack  up,  as  it  is  probably  choking 
to  death  with  its  own  falsehoods.  Alas!  poor 
Raiser.  Good  bye. 

A  Noted  Judge's  Opinion, 

A  well-known  judge  of  poultry,  and  one  who 
has  the  confidence  of  the  entire  fraternity,  thus 
gives  his  views  in  favor  of  a  representative  as- 
sociation. 

"If  five  men  will  start  with  me  to  form  such 
an  association,  I  will  agree  to  give  four  hours  a 
day  for  a  year  towards  its  promotion,  and 
guarantee  at  the  end  of  that  time  1000  members, 
and  a  dollar  for  each  member." 

We  have  plenty  of  such  letters,  and  we  only 
await  results.  We  are  not  at  all  alone  in  our 
views.  When  the  time  comes  there  will  be 
enough  to  "start  the  ball."  Wait  awhile— and 
see. 

Cincinnati's  Show  Always  Pays. 

Noassociation  is  on  a  sounder  financial  footing 
than  the  Cincinnati  Poultry  Association.  Last 
year  every  dollar  of  the  premiums  was  promptly 
paid,  and  a  surplus  left,  so  large  was  the  attend- 
ance, while  1000  coops  were  also  paid  for.  The 
'  next  show,  which  occurs  Jan.  25th  to  Feb.  1st,  is 
to  be  a  rouser,  and  the  officers  are  all  at  work, 
each  endeavoring  to  beat  all  other  cities.  The 
Secretary,  Mr.  S.  W.  Higdon,  box  627,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  will  promply  send  premium  list  to  all  so 
desiring. 

A  Valuable  Book  of  Reference. 

"Ayer's  American  Newspaper  Annual"  for 
1887,  price  $3.00,  is  the  title  of  a  book  published 
byN.  W.  Ayer  &  Son,  Times  Building,  Phila- 
delphia, which  is  a  perfect  encyclopedia,  as  it 
gives  description  and  population  of  every 
county  and  town  in  the  United  States,  with  a 
list  of  all  the  newspapers  published.  The  area, 
character  of  soils,  streams,  crops,  manufactur- 
ers, votes  at  last  election,  wages  paid,  and  other 
valuable  knowledge,  not  only  of  this  country 
but  Canada.  We  recommend  the  book  to  all 
who  desire  a  handy  and  complete  reference 
authority. 

New  York's  Show. 

There  are  two  associations  at  work  with  a 
view  to  holding  shows  in  New  York  City,  and 
we  have  no  preference  on  our  part  in  favor  of 
one  over  the  other.  In  fact,  we  even  believe 
New  York  can  afford  two  shows.  So  far,  how- 
ever, one  association  has  engaged  Madison 
Square  Garden,  and  is  making  a  determined 
effort  for  a  grand  affair.  When  the  other  is 
ready  it  may  decide  to  beat  the  other.  Good 
men  are  at  the  head  of  both  shows.  We  would 
much  prefer,  however,  to  see  all  parties  go  in 
for  "a  pull  altogether."  Rest  assured,  however, 
there  will  be  a  rousing  show  all  the  same. 


The  Bie  Edition  Ads— The  Cost. 

Send  in  your  advertisement  now,  so  as  to  get 
it  in  the  December  100,000  extra  edition.  No 
additional  charge  will  be  made.  You  could  not 
get  in  any  other  paper  issuing  so  many  extra 
copies  unless  you  paid  a  very  high  price.  Only 
a  few  lines  will  do.  Two  lines,  in  December. 
January,  and  February,  only  $2.25;  three  lines 
(same  months),  $3.82;  four  lines,  $5.10.  No 
special  rates.  All  treated  alike. 

Coming— 100,000  Strong. 

We  are  coming  in  December,  with  100,000 
strong.  We  will  send  out  that  number  of  extra 
sample  copies,  and/ree.  We  have  thousands  ol 
names  of  persons  who  have  perhaps  never  seen 
the  Poultry  Keeper  and  we  want  our  readers 
to  send  us  more.  The  advertisers  should  be  on 
the  watch  and  get  in  that  number  sure.  It  will 
be  illustrated  with  all  kinds  of  houses,  applian- 
ces, etc.,  and  will  be  retained  for  reference  by  a 
large  number. 

Denver's  Show. 

The  Colorado  State  Poultry  Association  will 
hold  her  exhibition  at  Denver,  Dec.  22d  to  29th, 
inclusive.  The  officers  are:  President,  J.  W. 
Talbott ;  Vice  Presidents,  R.  H.  Hurlburt,  D.  R. 
Emery,  and  H.  N.  Beecher;  Secretary,  Robert 
James,  43  S.  Grant  avenue,  Denver ;  Treasurer, 
D.  C.  Meeker;  Executive  Committee,  J.  C.  Bee- 
man,  W.  P.  Epperson.  J.  O.  Lawtbn,  F.  W.  Feld- 
wisch,  and  John  Tobias.  Premium  lists  ready. 
S.  K.  Felch  judge. 

The  Chum's  Success. 

The  Poultry  Chum  is  one  of  the  solid  papers. 
Its  editor,  Mr.  F.  A.  Kidder,  has  lately  erected  a 
new  office,  and  has  rolled  up  his  sleeves  for 
another  big  pull.  He  has  purchased  three  papers 
since  the  Chum  was  born,  and  merged  them  into 
his  own,  and  his  paper  is  booming.  It  is  pub- 
lished at  Geneseo,  111.,  for  only  25  cts.  a  year,but 
it  is  a  good  poultry  paper  all  the  same.  The 
Chum  and  Poultry  Keeper,  both  together, 
one  year,  only  60  cts. 

Boston's  Show  to  be  Enormous, 

If  ever  an  association  was  determined  to  have 
the  earth  it  is  that  of  Massachusetts.  The 
"Yanks"  are  even  trying  to  induce  the  Southern 
breeders  to  come  out.  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Secre- 
tary, writes  us : 

"The  Boston  show  is  assuming  enormous  pro- 
portions, and  we  fear  that  even  the  mammoutb 
Mechanic's  Building  will  be  too  small  for  us. 
No  fancier  between  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  Sari 
.  Francisco,  Cal.,  can  afford  to  miss  it.  I  am  at 
work  all  the  time,  and  have  been  compelled  to 
give  up  all  other  business." 

Premium  lists  are  now  ready,  and  as  Boston 
had  a  very  large  show  last  year,  which  did  not, 
however,  cramp  the  great  hall  engaged,  the 
prospect  for  this  year  looks  like  5000  birds,  to 
say  nothing  of  incubators,  appliances,  etc. 

What  the  Fanoier  Calculates. 

The  New  England  Fancier,  Danielsonville, 
Conn.,  thus  tells  its  readers  something  about  the 
cost  of  our  100,000  extra  edition: 

The  Poultry'  Keeper  announces  that  it  will 
issue  100,000  copies  in  December.  Just  think  of 
it!  One  hundred  thousand  sheets  of  paper,  210 
reams,  10,500  pounds,  to  be  handled  over  by 
pressmen,  folders,  stitchers,  and  to  be  mailed. 
The  postage  bill  will  be  about  $115.  A  rapid 
writer  might  possibly  direct  200  wrappers  an 
hour,  or  2000  a  day  working  ten  hours ;  at  that 
rate  it  would  take  one  'person  50  days  to  direct 
them.  No  wonder  the  Keeper  is  one  of  the 
foremost  of  poultry  journals.  It  has  "sand" 
and  push  beyond  any  of  them.  Immense! 

And  that  is  not  all.  Our  regular  subscribers 
must  be  supplied  at  the  same  time.  Already  we 
have  to  send  the  paper  in  large  bags  to  Philadel- 
phia to  be  mailed,  the  Parkesburg  office  being 
unable  to  distribute  it.  A  large  building,  three 
stories  high,  does  not  give  us  enough  rooin,while 
quite  a  small  army  is  employed  to  direct  the 
wrappers.  The  forms  are  printed  from  plates- 
and  the  paper  is  folded  by  machinery.  And, 
what  is  more,  we  don't  propose  to  "slack  up." 
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A  Big  Egg  Farm, 

We  paid  a  special  -visit  to  Sadsburyville,  Pa., 
to  inspect  the  famous  egg  farm  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Incubating  Company,  in  order  that  we 
might  he  able  to  give  our  readers  information 
on  practical  poultry  raising,  with  eggs  a  special- 
ty, as  we  have  all  along  been  telling  them  cbout 
fowls  and  broilers.  On  this  farm  eggspay,  though 
broilers  are  raised  also,  and  there  are  a  dozen 
choice  breeding  pens  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  well 
up  in  standard  points,  but  more  so  as  layers, 
which  are  kept  to  supply  those  who  desire  eggs 
from  a  good  laying  strain  of  Plymouth  Rocks— 
and  nothing  else  but  Plymouth  Kocks  are  used. 

THE  BUILDING. 

The  building  contains  about  625  hens,  and  it  is 
the  most  complete  affair  we  ever  saw.  It  is  275 
feet  long,  and  is  located  on  a  rising  ground  over- 
looking the  Chester  Valley.  It  has  a  Southern 
exposure,  the  soil  is  dry  and  sandy,  the  drainage 
perfect,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  fresh, 
pure  air.  The  building  is  roofed  with  corrugated 
iron,  is  lathed  and  plastered  inside,  is  heated  by 
steam,  and  has  water  pipes  in  all  the  different 


THE  UiOODER. 

Right  here  we  will  describe  the  Apvrous 
Brooder,  which  is  used  lor  raising  chicks,  The 
brooder  supp.ics  both  top  and  bottom  heat.  In 
the  illustration  of  the  broader  (which  is 
patented)  A  represents  a  water  tank  of  Kala- 
mein  iron  (Fig.  2).  which  i  as  a  supply  opening 
closed  by  a  screweap.  a,  and  lias  also  a  discharge 
spigot,  s.  The  ton  of  the  tank  A  constitutes  the 
floor  of  the  brooding-chamber,  which  is  formed 
by  the  enclosing  roof  G.  Below  the  water  tank 
A,  and  on  three  sides  of  it.  is  an  air  chamber.  B. 
Immediately  below  a  portion  of  the  tank  A  is  a 
heating  chamber  D.  which,  however,  has  no 
communication  with  tiie  interior  of  the  air  cham- 
ber. The  heat  is  furnished  by  a  suitable  lamp, 
E,  in  the  chamber  D.  to  which  air  is  supplied 
through  holes  e  near  the  bottom  of  the  door  d, 
while  the  products  of  combustion  pass  out 
through  the  holes  e\  over  the  top  of  the  door  d. 
The  air  chamber  B  is  provided  on  opposite  sides 
with  air  inlet  openings  having  adjustable  valves 
or  dairfpers  (Fig.  1),  and  through  the  center  of 
the  water  tank  passes  a  vertical  pipe,  F.  which 
forms  a  communication  between  the  air  cham- 
ber B  and  the  brooding  chamber.  The  top  of 
the  pipe  F\%  enclosed  by  a  perforated  cap,  f,  in 
order  to  make  the  distribution  of  heated  air 'into 
the  brooding-chamber  more  uniform.  The 
brooding-chamber  is  formed  by  the  enclosing 


departments.  Ventilation  is  amply  provided  4  ^ 
—and  as  nearly  one-half  of  the  south  side  is  of 
glass  there  is  no  lack  of  light  and  sunshine.  A 
windmill  furnishes  power  for  pumping  and 
grinding. 

The  main  building  contains  an  office,  a  warm, 
well-ventilated  incubating  room,  with  two 
Hatchers,  a  powerful  egg-tester,racks  for  cooling 
eggs,  &c. :  also  a  large  feed  room,  with  convenient 
bins  for  grain  and  vegetables,  a  steaming  vat, 
mixing  tubs,  power  mills  for  grinding  grain, 
oyster  shells,  bones,  meat,  etc..  and  an  automatic 
magazine  boiler  for  heating  purposes.-  A  tram- 
way runs  through  this  room  and  extends  the 
entire  length  of  both  wings  of  the  building,  so 
that  by  means  of  a  car  feed  is  easily  distributed. 
In  the  second  story  is  a  work  shop"  and  storage 
room  for  crates,  baskets,  poultry  supplies,  etc. 
The  east  wing,  fifty  feet  in  length,  is  a  nursery 
for  young  chicks.  A  glass  projection  forms  the 
south  side,  and  the  floor,  which  is  of  cement 
covered  with  sand,  is  raised  above  the  passage 
at  the  rear  of  the  building.  There  are  ten  runs, 
divided  by  galvanized  wire  netting,  in  each  of 
whicli  is  an'Apyrous  Brooder  with  a  capacity  of 
100  chicks  each.  The  lids  of  the  brooders  and 
the  doors  of  the  lamp  boxes  open  into  the  pass- 
age, and  pipes  connecting  with  the  roof  carry  off 
the  lamp  fumes.  Small  doors  leading  to  the'out- 
side  runs,  and  operated  by  cords  from  the  pass- 
age, permit  the  chicks  to  pass  back  and  forth  — 
and  sliding  ventilators  near  the  ceiling  are 
worked  by  means  of  a  lever  in  the  feed  room. 

The  West  wing,  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  is 
devoted  to  laying  hens.  The  pens,  twentv-four 
in  number,  are  divided  by  solid  partitions  "three 
feet  high  with  galvanized  wire  netting  above — 
the  floors  of  the  pens  are  of  cement  covered  with 
sand  and  raised  above  the  passage,  forming  a 
shelf  for  feed  and  water  pans — a  spigot  in  each 
pen  supplies  the  fowls  with  water,  and  vertical 
iron  bars  placed  behind  the  pans  prevent  the 
wasting  of  water  and  feed.  Above  the  feeding 
trays  are  the  nest  boxes  which  are  provided  with 
suitable  openings  and  slides,  so  that  the  eggs 
may  be  gathered  from  the  passage.  The  roosts 
are  placed  above  a  platform  from  which  the 
droppings  are  easily  removed — and  sliding  doors 
communicating  with  the  outside  runs  are  opened 
and  closed  with  a  cord  from  the  passage.  Each 
pen  has  a  large  window  and  an  adjustable 
ventilator,  the  latter  being  all  connected  by  a 
rod,  and  operated  with  a  lever  in  the  feed  room. 
Each  apartment  is  S%xl6  feet,  and  contains  25 
hens.  The  yards  are  8Xx50  feet.  The  passages 
are  four  feet  wide,  and  a  railway  track  runs  the 
entire  length.  The  pens  in  the  nursery  are  5%x 
16  feet,  aud  the  outside  runs  15%xl6  feet. 


^ent-roof  G,  which  is  supported  on  vertical  rods 
i,  and  can  be  adjusted  to  different  heights  by 
means  of  set-screws  h'.  From  the  inner  edges 
of  the  roof  G,  are  suspended  a  series  of  flaps  or 
curtains.  J,  these  curtains  being  secured  to  a 
longitudinal  wire  j.  suspended  from  hooks  j' ; 
these  hooks  permit  the  rods  to  be  readily  de- 
tached, so  that  the  curtains  maybe  taken  off  and 
cleaned  when  desired,  or  replaced  by  new  ones. 
In  the  center  of  the  top  of  the  roof'is  an  outlet 
opening  g  having  supported  a  slight  distance 
above  it  a  cap  g'  the  whole  forming  a  ventilating 
outlet.  This  cap  is  vertically  adjustable,  so  as 
to  permit  a  regulation  of  the  draft  and  ventila- 
tion. 


water  tank  immediately  below  it.  The  brooder 
may  be  used  on  legs,  fifteen  inches  high  (Fig.  1.) 
with{  an  inclined  run  communicating  with  the 
ground,  or  may  rest  on  a  level  withjthe  ground, 
having  a  small  pit  dug  out  for  the  lamp  box. 
We  use  our  own  on  a  raised  platform  with  the 
doors  of  the  lamp  boxes  opening  in  front:— this 
we  consider  the"  best  method.  The  Apyrous 
brooder  is  well  made  and  presents  an  attractive 
appearance.  The  material  used  throughout  in 
its  construction  is  the  best  Kalamein  iron,  which 
renders  it,  as  its  name  implies,  absolutely  fire- 
proof. This  fact  is  no  small  recommendation  in 
its  favor,  as  there  is  always  great  chance  of  fire 
m  the  use  of  badly  constructed  brooders.  These 
brooders  are  sold  to  those  desiring  them  at  $12 
each,  boxed,  and  they  accommodate  from  75  to 
100  chicks. 

COST  AND  PROFITS. 

The  cost  of  the  building  and  appliances,  com- 
plete was  $3000.  Their  business  is  strictly  fresh 
eggs,  for  which  they  receive  an  advance"  over 
regular  prices,  each  egg  being  dated  and 
guaranteed.  Over  600  hens  and  50  cocks  are 
kept,  and  they  lay  250  eggs  per  dav,  or  7200  dozen 
per  year,  of  which  833  dozen,  or"  10  000  eggs  are 
used  for  hatching,  the  hatching  capacity  being 
1000  eggs  at  a  time,  the  hatching  being  done  from 
November  to  June,  usine  The  Perfect  Hatcher, 
and  they  hatch  about  75  per  cent,  of  chicks  from 
the  eggs,  the  stockof  hens  being 
strong  and  vigorous,  hence  they 
get  about  7500  chicks,  the  loss  of 
winch  is  seldom  over  25  per  cent, 
from  all  causes,  though  one  season 
they  lost  50  per  cent.  The  nursery 
holds  1000  chicks,  which  are  put 
outside  in  colonies  when  they  are 
i  month  old,  the  iittle  houses  then 
being  warmed  with  small  oil 
-toves.  The  temperature  in  the 
brooder  for  the  first  ten  days  is  90 
degrees,  and  75  degrees  after  that 
period.  The  chicks  are  fed  on 
coarse  oaten  grits,  with  prepared 
meat  and  boire  meal,  kept  before 
them  all  the  time,  the  first  ten 
days,  and  then  cracked  and  whole 
wheat,  with  dry  bran  is  allowed. 
After  the  fifteenth  day  cracked 
corn,  with  green  food,  is  also 
allowed.  When  one  month  old, 
soft  food,  composed  of  oats  chop, 
bran,  and  meat,  mixed  with  milk; 
and  stirred  till  dry.  is  given  in  the 
morning.at  noon  whole  wheat,  and 
at  night  wheat  and  cracked  corn, 
with  fresh  water  always.  The  chicks  are  sold 
when  about  three  months  old,  when  they  usu- 
ally weigh  from  2  to  2%  pounds  each.  About 
600  of  the  earliest  pulleti  are  selected  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  hens,  while  the  standard  or 
''fancy"  ones  are  marked  and  retained  for  the 
"fancy"  trade.  Xew  blood  is  introduced  every 
veSr.  and  alwrays  from  the  best  sources. 

The  fowls  are  fed  in  the  morning  on  a  mash 
of  corn  and  oats  chop,  and  bran,  equal  parts, 
mixed  hot  with  milk,  and  seasoned  with  salt. 
Sometimes  a  little  cayenne  pepper  is  added,  and 
during  the  moulting  season  a  proportion  oi  sul- 
phur. The  mash  is  fed  as  dry  as  it  can  be.  On 
alternate  day6  mashed  potatoes  or  meat  is  given. 


3lie  lamp  in  the  chamber  D  heats  the  water  in 
the  tank  A,  and  the  latter  in  turn  heats  the  air 
in  the  surrounding  chamber  B  to  the  desired 
temperature,  without,  however,  depriving  it  of 
its  moisture.  The  air  entering  the  chamber  B, 
through  the  draft-openings,  being  thus  heated 
by  the  water  tank,  passes  up  through  the  pipe  F 
into  the  brooding  chamber,  whence  it  passes  out 
through  the  ventilator  opening  at  the  top.  By 
this  means  a  complete  circulation  is  kept  up, 
and  perfect  ventilation  provided,  with  a  constant 
supply  of  pure  warm  air,  while  the  floor  of  the  | 
brooding  chamber  is  uniformly  heated  by  the 


At  noon  alight  ration  of  oats,  and  atnight  wheat 
and  oats — no  corn.  They  grow  10.000  cabbages, 
and  feed  cabbage  every  btfief  day  in  winter  and 
cut  grass  in  summer.  The  hens"  are  kept  busy, 
and  each  pen  of  twenty-five  hens  has  two  coeksj 
but  only  during  the  breeding  season. 

This  farm  is  not  an  experiment,  but  the  result 
of  yearsof  experience.  The  manager,  Mr.  Price, 
states  that  they  have  had  their  share  of  failures, 
but  now  consider  they  are  safe  on  the  way.  We 
give  figures  below,  and  avoid  fractions,  for  3on- 
venience.  The  following  does  «i»t  include  stock 
and  eggs  from  fancy  fowls,  nor  oi  ^roodeisor 


"188?. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


3i5 


appliances  of  any  description.  As  stated,  there 
are,  in  round  numbers,  600  hens,  that  average  144 
eggs  each,  making  7,200  dozen  eggs  per  year  for 
the  whole;  of  which  833  dozen  were  used  for 
hatching  purposes. 

STATEMENT. 

6367  doz.  eggs  sold  at  20  cts.  -  -  -  $1273  40 
6000  pounds  broilers,  at  25  cts.  -  -  -  1500  00 
3000  pounds  old  hens  sold,  at  12  cts.  -  -  360  00 
400  pounds  old  cocks  sold  at  10  cts.  -  40  00 
Manure,  150  barrels,   150  00 

$3323  40 

Expenses,  -  -  -  -  1640  00 
Profit,   1683  40 

EXPENSES. 

Feed  adult  fowls,  $  650  00 

Feed  for  chicks  (20  cts.  each)     -    -    -  750  00 

Ten  tons  coal,   60  00 

150  gallons  oil,-   15  00 

Hauling  sand,   15  00 

Wages  of  assistant,   150  00 

$1640  00 

FJ<L.2.  * 


The  whole  space  devoted  to  the  hens  and 
brooders  does  not  cover  an  acre  of  ground.  Of 
the  7500  chicks  hatched,  about  4000  are  raised,' 
but  nearly  one-fourth  are  kept  as  new  layers, 
and  for  cocks  another  year.  The  total  invested 
in  land,  buildings,  stock,  insurance,  taxes,  etc., 
is  about  $4000  for  the  poultry  department,  but 
they  have  also  a  large  farm.  The  manager  and 
a  boy  assistant  do  all  the  work,  which  is  ren- 
dered easy  by  the  excellent  appliances  and 
facilities.  A  profit  of  $1683.40  on  an  investment 
of  four  thousand  dollars,  is  a  showing  which 
speaks  very  favorably  for  the  poultry  business. 
The  above  shows  that  the  cost  of  feed  for  a  hen 
one  year  is  about  one  dollar,  and  that  one  dollar 
is  the  profit  from  a  hen  one  year  on  eggs  alone, 
after  deducting  those  used  for  hatching  pur- 
poses. 

We  cannot  close  this  without  expressing  our 
thanks  for  the  courtesy  shown  us  by  Mr.  W.  F. 
Price,  the  gentlemanly  manager,  who  kindly 
gave  us  the  figures  from  his  book.  So  tap  as  we 
nave  examined,  this  poultry  farm  is  the  best  and 
most  complete,  in  its  arrangement,  that  we  ever 
saw,  and  what  is  more— it  is  a  success. 


The  Ducks  Are  Siok. 

"What  is  the  matter  with  the  ducks,"  says 
Mr.  G.  R.  Horton,  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  who 
writes  us  the  following  letter  on  the  subject: 

Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  matter  with  my 
Pekin  ducks?  I  lost  one  last  winter,  and  another 
one  was  taken  a  few  days  ago.  One  of  my 
neighbors  has  also  lost  three  the  same  way. 
They  act  as  though  they  were  broken  down  in 
the  back.  They  can  use  their  feet  and  legs,  but 
cannot  walk.  Put  them  on  their  feet  and  they 
will  fall  over,  "Will  eat  well  for  three  or  four 
days,  then  their  appetite  fails,  and  they  finally 
stop  eating  altogether,  and  seem  to  dry  up. 
Have  nothing  left  but  bones  and  feathers.  They 
live  for  ten  or  twelve  days.  They  give  a  coarse 
croaking  noise  when  you  go  near  them,  some- 
thing like  a  young  bull  frog.  Their  digestive 
organs  seem  to  me  good,  as  their  droppings  are 
the  same  as  the  well  ones,  as  far  as  I  can  see. 

There  are  three  probable  causes.  Damp  sleep- 
ing quarters,  ducks  very  fat,  and  injury  by  the 
drake's  attentions.  There  are  many  sources  for 
difficulty,  however,  that  cannot  be  conjectured 
from  a  distance,  such  as  the  eating  of  some 
poisonous  weed,  or  injurious  substance,  the 
depredations  of  parasites,  etc.  The  principal 
cause  of  sickness  among  ducks,  however,  is 
damp  sleeping  places.        ,  .    »   ... . 


To  the  Members  of  the  A.  P.  A. 

We  wish  to  say  something  to  the  members  of 
the  American  Poultry  Association  which  deeply 
concerns  each  and  all. 

There  have  been  thousands  of  Standards  sold, 
and  hundreds  of  dollais  have  been  collected, 
yet  where  is  the  money ,  ;.s  only  $300 .is  paid  for 
salaries? 

Nearly  $3000  have  been  collected  for  member- 
ship, and  a  few  men  have  had  the  control  of  it. 

Though  over  250  names  are  on  the  list  of  mem- 
bers yet  six  or  seven  men  "run  the  machine," 
only  26  votes  being  cast  at  the  last  meeting  for 
Secretary,  and  a  majority  of  them  joined  at  the 
time,  thus  showing  that  because  you  cannot  get 
there  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  old  ring. 

All  of  your  money  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  (Josselyn).  He  did  not  attend  the  last 
meeting,  and  the  auditing  committee  reported — 
"  We  do  not  find  vouchers  for  but  very  few  of 
the  amounts  expended,"  although  it  was  at- 
tempted by  his  friends  to  make  it  appear 
straight. 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  Josselyn  is 
wanted  at  the  new  Secretary's  office  in  regard 
to  "balance  on  hand." 

Something  was  wrong  when  the 
Standard  was  not  promptly  printed 
at  time  of  revision. 

It  is  proposed  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
practice  of  allowing  a  few  men, 
(with  full  pocket  books)  who  can 
pay  their  fare,  to  rule  all  the  poul- 
try interests  of  this  country,  and  to 
make  laws  and  Standards  to  suit 
themselves. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion will  be  presented  to  you,  mak- 
ing the  A.  P.  A.  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  poultry  associa- 
tions, the  delegates  to  vote  and 
speak,  but  any  poultryman,  who  de- 
sires to  attend,  may  be  admitted  as- 
an  honorary  member,  and  have  the 
right  to  speak  but  not  vote. 

By  this  plan  there  will  be  full 
meetings  of  the  association,  as  the 
local  associations  will  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  sending.the  delegates,  and 
the  uold  rings"  will  be  broken  up. 
Such  a  plan  allows  every  poultry- 
man  to  have  a  voice  at  the  meet- 
ings (if  he  chooses  to  attend),  but 
the  business  will  be  conducted  by 
all  the  associations,  and  not  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  self-constituted 
rulers,  who  generally  manage  to  get 
to  all  the  meetings  and  make  laws 
for  you.  Members — when  you  receive  a  copy 
of  the  amendments  vote  for  them.  Vote! 
VOTE!  Down  with  individual  self-elected 
rulers.  VOTE! 

The  New  York  Poultry  Show, 

The  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Frank  Clark,  38  Dey  St., 
writes :  "Arrangements  for  special  rates  of  fare, 
on  the  railroads  leading  into  this  city,  have  been 
made  for  the  show  week,  and  at  least  one  road 
will  put  on  special  excursion  trains.  These  in- 
ducements, and  the  fact  that  the  time  of  the 
show  is  just  before  the  holidays,  when  people 
from  the  near- 
by towns  come 
to  this  city  in 
large  numbers, 
will  give  us  a 
larger  out  o  f 
town  attend- 
ance than  any 
former  show  in 
this  city  has 
had.  We  shall 
also  have  a 
great  many  at- 
tractive  fea- 
tures that  will 
bring  the  city 
people  to  the 
Garden.  Among 
these  will  b  e 
black  and  white 
swans,  and  a 
dozen  varieties 
of  wild  ducks  in 
artificial  ponds. 
The  curassow,  a 
rare  bird  from 
South  America, 
about  the  size  of  a  wild  turkey,  and  destined  to 
become  popular  here,  will  be  shown.  The  pigeon 
department  will  be  unusually  attractive.  A 
large  number  of  entries  are  already  promised, 
and  the  birds  will  be  classified,  arranged,  and 
scored,  on  the  same  system  that  is  used  in  the 
poultry  department.  Both  pigeons  and  fowls 
will  be  graded  according  to  their  scoring,  and  all 
specimens  in  first,  second  and  third  classes,  will 
be  given  certificates  of  superiority,  excellence, 
and  merit,  respectively.  This  will  enable  every 
breeder  to  obtain  a  certificate  showing  their 
merit,  even  though  he  does  not  get  a  premium. 
These  certificate's  issued  by  the  New  York  Show 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  breeders  for  ad- 
vertising purposes,  and  will  give  small  breeders 
and  amateurs  who  have  good  stock,  but  not  the 
best  in  their  class,  the  recognition  and  encour- 
agement that  they  deserve." 


Michael  K.  Boyer. 

EDITOR  POULTRY  GUIDE  AND  FRIEND, 
CLAP.EMONT,  VA. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Texas  Farm  and 
Ranch,  we  present  the  countenance  of  Mr.  M. 
K.  Boyer,  editor  of  that  popular  and  lively 
Southern  poultry  journal,  the  Poultry  Guide 
and  Friend.  He  also  edits  the  poultry  depart- 
ment of  the  Farm  and  Ranch,  under  the  title  of 
"Uncle  Mike."  but  as  Mike  was  born  in  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  on  July  14  (he  wanted  it  4th),  1858,  he 
is  only  29  years  old,  and  still  growing  (in  knowl- 
edge). Mike  had  the  faculty  of  starting  a  new 
paper  every  week,  when  "young,"  and  "the  old 
gentleman  Boyer"  had  to  foot  the  bills,  for  Mike 
was  too  ambitious  to  stick.  "The  Pigeon  Hole 
Papers,"  "Juvenile  Press,"  "American  Boys' 
Gazette,"  "Weekly  Budget,"  "Ink  Roller,"  etc., 
all  rose  and  fell  in  turn.  He  was  also  a  reporter 
on  the  Reading  Times,  wrote  the  cage-bird 
sketches  for  Godey's  Lady's  Book,  and  con- 
tributed to  the  American  Agriculturist,  and 
other  journals,  but  Mike  has  since  done  better. 
He  married  a  lady  who  could  "sling  ink"  faster 
than  he,  and  she  put  the  reins  on  him,  since 
which  time  Mike  has  conceived  the  idea  that  he 
could  down  the  Poultry  Keeper,  or  any  other 
paper  on  earth,  and  the  way  he  has  settled  down 
to  business,  and  the  circulation  he  is  building 
up,  has  prompted  us  to  get  out  100,000  extras  to 
beat  him.  His  paper  is  now  on  a  solid  founda- 
tion, and  well  established,  and  Mike  proposes 
to  move  it  to  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  right  among 
the  broiler  farms,  so  as  to  "beard  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  its  den."   

Japanese  Bantams. 

This  variety  of  Bantams  are  among  the  most 
beautiful  known,  and  are  becoming  favorites 


JAPANESE  BANTAMS.— Owned,  by  H.  R.  Engle,  Excello,  Oliio. 


with  all  who  delight  in  a  strictly  fancy  fowl. 
The  illustration  given  is  from  Mr.  H.  R.  Engle, 
Excello,  Ohio,  who  has  taken  over  one  hundred 
prizes,  at  different  places,  including  Cincinnati, 
Ravenna,  and  Columbus.  Mr.  Engle  makes  a 
specialty  of  Bantams,  which  include  Silver 
Sebright,  Golden  Sebright,  Black,  Pekin,  all  the 
Game  Bantams,  and  Japanese.  In  fact,  he  can 
supply  any  kind  of  Bantam.  He  also  breeds 
Langshans,  Wyandottes,  and  Houdans. 

Western  Connecticut  Show. 

This  show  will  be  held  Dec.  13th  to  16th,  inclu- 
sive, and  2000  copies  of  their  premium  list  have 
been  printed  and  are  now  ready.  The  show  will 
be  held  at  Winsted,  Conn.,  in  the  large  skating 
rink,  and  those  who  are  interested  should  ad- 
dress the  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  J.  Pierre,  Winsted. 
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How  About  the  Moisture. 

We  receive  a  great  many  letters  in  regard  t'- 
moisture  in  incubators.  J.  H.  Bui  dick,  oi 
Manatee,  Florida,  asks  a  few  question  \  which 
perhaps  represent  the  expressions  many 
others.  He  says: 

Should  the  sponges  have  all  the  warer  they 
will  hold  ?  Should  the  pan  of  water  in  the  air- 
chamber  be  kept  there  all  the  time  ?  Incubator 
has  four  cold  air  pipes  admitting  the  air  from 
the  bottom,  is  this  too  many  ?  I  think  the 
Poultry  Keeper  the  very  best,  poultry  journal 
published,  it  is  spicy,  "short  and  sweet,"  just 
what  is  needed.  Please  consider  me  a  life-time 
subscriber. 

To  assist  our  readers  we  will  try  to  expla*:. 
Heat  and  moisture  are  the  elements  that  con- 
duce to  all  growth,  whether  of  plants  or  animals. 
The  human  being  is  hatched  inside  the  body 
and  the  bird  outside\  but  heat  and  moisture  are 
required  in  both  cases.  A  certain  amount  of 
neat  must  be  given.  If  too  little  the  chick  will 
be  later  in  coming  out,  running  a  day  or  two 


although  you  may  not  be  aware  of  it.  If  moist- 
ure is  given  let  it  be  done  moderately.  If  a  sand 
box  is  used  keep  it  only  slightly  moist— not  wet. 
If  pans  of  water  are  used  put  in  fresh  water 
very  two  or  three  days,  and  use  warm  water. 
*r  sponges  are  used  keep  them  always  wet,  as  a 
sponge  is  a  good  indicator  of  moisture,  for 
when  it  becomes  dry  it  is  a  sign  of  more  moist- 
ure being  required. 

As  we  stated,  too  much  moisture  at  first 
causes  the  chick  to  grow  too  rapidly  in  the  shell 
during  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  days,  and  it  dies  in 
the  shell  because  it  is  too  large  to  remain  in  and 
t;^  .young  to  get  out.  Hence  give  no  moisture 
the  first  three  days.  Then  a  pie  pan  may  be 
filled  with  water  and  placed  under  the  egg 
drawer  for  a  week.  After  the  tenth  day  put  in 
a  sponge  for  every  forty  eggs,  the  sponge  to  he 
the  size  of  a  turkey  egg  when  it  is  wet  and 
swollen.  Dip  the  sponges  in  hot  water,  do  not 
squeeze  them,  and  lay  them  at  equal  distances 


Coining  Events  Oast  Their  Shadows. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Calvin,  of  Meadville,  Pa.,  writes  lis 
a  letter,  from  which  we  take  an  extract.  The 
Dr.  says: 

The  last  P.  K.  is  a  "dandy"— worth  two  years 
subscripti  n.  Please,  send  a  copy  to  two  friends 
of  mine,  breeders  that  wish  to  subscribe  for  a 
poultry  journal.  I  see  that  a  great  many  breed- 
ers are  falling  into  line  that  you  have  converted, 
and  I  think  the  prospects  are  good  for  a  National 
Poultry  Association  before  lone. 

And  he  is  right.  Breeders  are  not  fools.  They 
are  falling  into  line ;  and  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
fore they  will  throw  off  the  yolk  and.  declare 
themselves  free  and  independent,  without  be- 
ing compelled  to  petition  a  clan  of  one  dozen 
for  rights  which  the  clan  itself  cannot  withhold, 
if  breeders  would  only  throw  the  usurpers  over- 
board and  do  their  own  thinking. 


Testing  Eggs. 
Mr.  Beal  claims  that  at  the  nineteenth  day  all 


HOUDANS.—  Owned  by  Mr.  Fred  It.  Hoover,  Oregon,  111. 


over  the  time.  Tf  too  much  it  may  come  out 
two  days  before  the  time  due,  but  in  both  cases 
it  may  be  weak,  for  the  reason  that  it  has  been 
forced  to  rapid  growth  by  two  much  heat,  while 
in  the  other  it  is  weak  because  it  has  not  devel- 
oped rapidly  enough,  being  compelled  to  remain 
too  long  in  the  shell,  and  unable  to  pick  its  way 
out.  Fresh  eggs  hatch  a  little  earlier  than  those 
not  strictly  fresh,  while  eggs  from  fat  hens  may 
not  hatch  under  any  circumstances. 

The  moisture  depends  upon   the   seasons.  ' 
More  moisture  and  more  air  are  required  in  I 
summer  than  in  winter.  Four  airholes  are  well  1 
enough  in  summer,  because  the  air  is  warm, 
but  in  winter  the  air  is  cold,  and  chills  the  eggs. 
The  warmer  the  air  the  more  moisture  required. 
When  the  heat  gets  up  to  106  no  harm  will  be 
done  if  there  is  plenty  of  moisture.    If  it  is  only 
102,  and  there  is  too  much  moisture,  it  condenses 
in  drops  on  the  eggs.    This  does  no  damage  un- 
til you  open  the  drawer,  when,  if  it  is  winter, 
the  water,  by  rapid  evaporation  chills  the  eggs,  , 


apart.  When  turning  the  eggs  take  out  the 
sponges,  and  when  ready  to  shut  the  drawer 
wet  the  sponges  and  close  the  drawer  before  the 
sponges  can  cool.  After  the  seventeenth  day, 
for  twice  a  day,  spray  the  eggs  with  a  rubber 
sprayer  (to  be  had  at  any  rubber  store)  using 
water  at  110,  and  shut  the  drawer  quickly. 
Avoid  sprinkling,  cloths,  etc.  The  object  should 
be  to  not  allow  the  water  to  have  a  chance  to 
evaporate,  as  it  will  cool  the  eggs. 


Houdans. 


In  a  previous  issue  we  gave  a  full  description 
of  Houdans.  They  are  non-sitters,  lay  large 
white  eggs,  are  compact  and  of  good  size,  pos- 
sessing the  Dorking  shape,  and  five  toes  on  each 
foot.  The  illustration  is  of  a  breeding  pen  of 
Mr.  F.  ft.  Hoover,  Oregon,  111.,  who  breeds 
Houdans,  Wyandottes,  and,  Langshans.  Mr. 
Hoover,  though  a  young  man,  will  make  his 
mark  in  the  future,  as  he  has  taken  many  prizes 
at  the  shows  he  has  attended. 


eggs  with  live  chicks  iii  will  float  on  the  top  of  a 
pail  or  bowl  of  water.  This  is  not  so.  Pardon 
the  contradiction,  but  I  know  whereof  I  speak. 
I  am  in  favor  of  placing  eggs  on  the  nineteenth 
day  in  warm  water,  but  kind  readers  don't  cast 
out  those  eggs  as  worthless  that  sink  to  the  bot- 
tom. The  past  week  r  have  experimented  with 
this  manner  of  testing  eggs,  and  in  one  case  I 
tested  twenty-six  eggs  on  the  nineteenth  day, 
and  found  twenty  that  floated,  and  six  that  sank 
to  the  bottom  of  the  pail  and  remained  there.  I 
broke  one  of  these  six  and  found  a  full  grown 
live  chicken  in  the  shell.  I  placed  the  other  five 
under  another  hen,  and  she  hatched  out  three 
more  live  healthy  chickens.  The  other  two  were 
bad.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  safe  to 
throw  out  as  bad,  any  eggs  that  sink  in  water  at 
anv  time  during  the  three  weeks  of  incubation. 
Iaiso  made  another  test  which  disproves  another 
of  Mr.  Beal's  theories.  I  found  that  several  of 
the  eggs  that  remained  perfectly  still  in  the 
water,  brought  forth  live,  smart  chicks  on  the 
twenty-first  day.  No  doubt  Mr.  Beal's  experi- 
ence was  just  as  he  stated  it.  and  so  is  mine.— 
A.  A.  Hatladay  in  Poultry  Monthly, 


1887. 
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Shows  to  Occur, 

Quincy  Poultry  Association,  Quincy,  111.  Fred. 

B.  Nichols,  Sec.  Nov.  22-26,  1887. 
American  Poultry  Breeders'  Association,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  F.  M.  Munger,  Sec,  De  Kalb,  111. 
Nov.,  1887. 

Southwestern  Poultry  Association,  Carthage, 

Mo.  C.  A.  Emry,  Sec.   Nov.  29-Dec.  3,  1887. 
Titusville,  Pa.,  Pa.,  Ponltry  Association.  F.  W. 

Boughton,  Sec.  Dec.  6-9. 
Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Alton,  111.  J.  M. 

Gearing,  Sec.  Date  not  fixed 
Northern  Illinois  Poutry  Association,  Rockford, 

111.  E  C.  Dunn,  Sec.  Dec.  6-10, 1887. 
Miami  Valley  Poultry  Association,  Dayton,  O. 

C.  H.  Solomon,  Sec.  Dec.  7-12, 1887. 

The  Central  Berkshire  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Association,  Lee,  Mass.  W.  T.  Web- 
ster, Sec.  Dec.  8-10,  1887. 

The  St.  Catherines  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, St.  Catherines,  Ont.,  Can.  E.  Hamill, 
Sec.  Dec.  12-15, 1887. 

Interstate  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  A.  A.  Cowdery,  Sec.,Gadsden, 
Tenn.  Dec.  12-17.  1887. 

The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club,  Shelbyville, 
Ind.   Will  H.  Isley,  Sec.  Dec.  12-17,  1887. 

Baltimore  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Club,  Baltimore, 
Md.  T.  W.  Hooper.  Sec.  Dec.  13-16, 1887.  ' 

Quinebaug  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  As- 
sociation, Music  Hall,  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
W.  H.  Hamilton,  Cor.  Sec.  ;  I.  K.  Felch,  Judge. 
Dec.  13-15, 1887. 

Western  Conn.  Poultry  Association.  H.  J. 
Pierre,  Sec,  Winsted,  Conn.    Dec.  13-16, 1887. 

Eel  River  Poultry  Club,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
N.  E.  Lautzenhiser.  Sec.  Dec.  13-17, 1887. 

New  York  Poultry  Exchange  Show,  New  York 
City.  H.  C.  Frink,  Sec,  38  Dev  street.  Dec 
14-21, 1887. 

The  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club,  Lynn,  Mass.  S.  L. 

Holbrook,  Cor.  Sec  Dec.  16-19,  1887. 
The  Owen  Sound  Poultry  Association,  Owen 

Sound,  Ont.,  Can.  G.  F.  Pain,  Sec.  Dec. 

19-21, 1887. 

Macon  County  Poultry  Club,  Decatur,  111.  R.  J. 
Simpson.  Sec.  Dec  19-24, 1887. 

Old  Colony  Poultry  Association.  J.  E.  Gardner. 
Sec,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  Dec  20-22, 1887. 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Venango,  Penn.  Horace  Kern, 
Cor.  Sec.  Dec  20-23, 1887. 

The  State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado,  Den- 
ver, Col.  J.  A.  Bailey,  Cor.  Sec  Dec.  22-29, 1887. 

New  Bethlehem  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  W.  M.  Andrews, 
Sec.  Dec  27-30,  1887. 

■Oberlin  Poultry  Association,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  H. 
M.  Close,  Sec.  Dec.  27-30. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass.  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  Sec. 
Plainville,  Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field, Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5  1888. 

Fayette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  R.  Dalbey, 
Sec.  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  W.  Scnermenhorn,  Sec.  Jan.  3-6, 
1888. 

Central  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.  Robert B.  Hale,  Sec.  Shelbyville,  Ind. 
Jan.  4-11, 1888. 

New  Haven  Poultry  Association,  New  Haven, 
Ct.  Geo.  F.  Howard,  Sec.  Jan.  5-9. 1888. 

National  Poultry  and  Bench  Association,  Atlanta 
Ga.  W.  B.  Henderson,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  Lincoln, 
Neb.  Gorham  F.  Betts,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14,  1888. 

Palmyra  Poultry  Club,  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 
Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 1888. 

Wheeling  Poultry  Association,Wheeling,W.Va., 
J.  M.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  O.  Jan.  10-13. 
1888. 

The  Ontario  Poultry  Association,  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  R.  Garner,  Sec.  Jan.  10-13, 1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec.  Jan.  10-14, 1888. 
Massachusetts    Poultrv    Association,  Boston. 

Mass.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cor.  Sec  Jan.  12-18, 1888. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

Macon,  Ga.  Clark  Crier,  Sec.  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec.  Jan.  16- 

23,  1888. 

The  Conn.  River  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association.  Bellows'  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Rockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  17-19,  1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio.  Roy  C.  Russell, 
Sec.  Jan.  17  20, 1888. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford,  Ont.,  Can.  W.  Davis,  Sec.  Jan.  17- 
20.  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultrv  Association,  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.  Jan.  18-20,  1888. 

Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association,  Providence, 
R.  I.  C.  G.  Sanford,  Cor.  Sec.    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  R.  Twells,  Cor.  Sec,  Montmor- 
enci,  Ind.  Jan .  18-25. 1888. 

Coxsackie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  W.  P.  Freligh,  Sec.  Jan. 
24-26, 1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 
South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury,  Sec. 
.Jan.  24-26, 1888. 


Granite  State  Poultry  Association,  Concord,  N. 
H.  C.  M.  Boynton,  Sec  Jan..  1888. 

Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
W.  J.  Reidinger,  Sec  Jan.  25-Feb.  1, 1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day,  Sec.  Jan.  31-Feb. 
2,  1888. 

The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Nashville,  Teun.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec.  Feb. 
1-5,  1888. 

Western  New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer,  Sec,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9,  1888. 

Blue  River  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New- 
Castle,  Ind.  W.  V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec.  Feb., 
1888. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.  W.  B.  Page,  Sec.  Feb.  7-11, 1888. 


Choice  P.  R.  Cockerels.  Rurtd  stock.  No  pullets.  Write 
toTHos.  Madden,  Synsac,  Passaic  Co.,  N.J. 

SC.  WHITE  LEGHORNS.  King's  "Royal" 
.  Strain.  B.C.Taylor,  1231  Upland  St., Chester,  Pa. 

QURE  P.  Ducks,  10  for  ¥5.  Choice  Langshans  and 
I   B.  Leghorns  $1  each.   H.C.Cumby,  Glasgow,  111. 

TOR  SALE.— 200  L.  Brahmas  and  P.  Rocks.  Large 
I  fine  birds;  good  stock.  L.Hayman, Boscobel, "Wis. 


L Brahmas,  Langshans.  B.  Leghorns  and  Wyan- 
•  dottes.  Rev.  J. C. Smith's  Sons,  Rose  Point,  I'a. 

w 


hlte's  Prep'd  Shells  for  poul.  200  lb.  bags  ?2;  2 
or  more  $1. 50.  G.W.  White.  Salisbury,  Md. 


s 


pring  hatch,  high  bred  cockerels.  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn 
?1  till  Deo. 15.  E.P.  Alvord,371  Broadway,  N.  Y. 


o 


NLY  SI  for  a  fine  R.  C.  W.  LEGHORN  Cockerel. 
Two  for  $1.50.    E.  Atwater.  Elba,  N.  Y. 


FINE  Lang,  chicks  (Mortimer  stockl  ?1©I.50  each. 
Stamp.  Mrs.H.K.Cassell,Roxborougb,"Phila.Pa. 

FOB  SAEE.— Fine  B.Leghorn  cock'ls $1.50eaeh. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Curtiss,  Lansdale,  Montgomery  Co. ,  Pa. 


WHITE  CHINA  GEESE  for  sale.  $3.00  per  pair. 
C.  T.  Crow  ell  &  Br©..  Mays  Landing,  N.J. 


FOR  SALE.— A  new  Axford  Incubator,  132  egg. 
Price  §15.   P.  O.  BOX  502,  Omaha,  Neb. 

w 


ANTED.- Monarch  Incubator,  600  capacity. 
Particulars.  L.  Powers,  Box  63,  Greenwich,  Ct . 


HAMMONTON  INCUBATORS.    336  egg  ?20;  250  egg 
$15;  100  egg  $12.    Send  for  circular.   W.  E. 
NEWTON,  125  Penna.  Ave.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 


DORIC  MCA  I  For  Poultry,  Granulated  Bone  and 
DUUC  III  DHL  Crushed  Oyster  Shells.  S"nd  for 
Price-list.  York  Chemical  Works,  York,  Pa. 

STANBABB  I„t.  BRAHMAS.   Grand  birds  at 
reasonable  prices 
  A.  B.  COEEGBOVE,  Corry,  Pa. 


BONE  MILLS.—  We  are  Western  agents  for  Wil- 
son's Bone  and  Shell  Mills.   Save  freight  by  or- 
dering from  us.  Thompson  Bros.,  Muscatine,  la. 

OR  SALE.— 3  pairs  of  beautiful  White  Wyandotte 
chicks;  also  1  pair  W.  P.  Rocks.  Address 
Wm.  H.  Corl,  135  Ind.  Ave.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 


F 


GEO.  FOX,  Torresdale,  Phila.,Pa.,  Breeder 
of  Langshans,  W.  Wyandottes  and  W. Leghorns. 
Exhibition  birds  a  specialty.  Send  for  Circular. 


800  Beautiful  Laced  Wyandottes  For  Sale.— Cocks, 
cock'ls,  hens,  pullets.  Fair  birds75c;  good  SI:  fine 
$1.50;  best  S2.    A.  J.  FOTJCH,  Warren,  Pa. 

THOSE  wanting  Ture  Black  Javas,  Wyandottes, 
Langshans,  Lt.  Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks  at  $35>.4$t 
trio  should  sendtoGeo.F.Doolittle,  Owatonna.  Minn. 


KIND  FRIENDS.— On  account  of  moving  we 
are  sellingout  our  stock  of  Wyandottes,  Golden 
Sebright  Bantams, L. Brahmas.  M.B. Turkeys, P.  and 
Muscovey  Ducks.     Harris  &  Neff.  Businessburg,  O. 


W Wyandottes,  W.P.Rock, B.  Minorca  Cock- 
•  erelsforsale:  no  pullets.  Laced  Wyar.'s.  hens, 
pullets  and  cock'ls  for  sale:  vervfine.  My  stock  from 
the  best.   Box  78.  Auci.D.  Aknold,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

VERY  FINE  P.  ROCKS,  $2  each,  S5  per  Trio. 
Cockerels  $1 . 50  and  $2.50  each ;  very  choiceSS  each. 
Japanese  Bantams  $6  per;nair.  Won  6  premiums  at 
Iowa  State  Fair  '87.  J. BANCROFT,  Cedar  Falls,  la. 

White  &  Standard  P.B's.,  Wys.,  Wh.,Br., 
&  R.C.Leg.,  S.S.Hamb'gs.  P.  A  Cavuga  Din  ks, 
Heatliw'd,  Derby,  Pile,  B,  B.R.&W.  na.  Games,  M.B. 
Tur .Pea  F '  Is,  PI.  G uin.  C.  D. Smith,  Fort  Plain,  N .  Y. 

I  SHIP  AT  SINGLE  RfiTESF 

Gem  Ponltry  Yards,  Cliardon,  O.,  S.  C.  W.  and 

B.  Leghorns,  scoring  94 '4  to  97.  Fine  young  stock,  S7 
to  $15  trio.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Cir.  for  stamp. 

WANTED.— Manager  for  Poultry  Farm  in  Colo- 
rado. Must  be  sober,  industrious,  and  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  raising  Broilers  by  Artificial 
methods.  Interest  in  business  if  desired.  Address  with 
ref.  J.II.Empsoii,  Box  1747,  Colorado  Springs,  Col. 

I^dw.  S. Hickman, Irvine, Warren  Co., Pa., 
'j  Has  aChoice  lot  of  Young  Stock  of  the  following 
varieties  for  sale:  Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
W.  F.  Black  Spanish,  S.C.W. and  Brown  Leghorns. 
Bred  from  the  best  stock  in  the  country.  Write  for 
wants:  am  closing  out.    Send  stamp  for  Circular. 


CHAS.  I.  BARNES,  Toledo,  Ohio,  Propri- 
etor of  one  of  the. largest  Poultry  Farms  in  the 
West.  600  Lt.  Brahmas,  Langshans,  Standard  and 
White  Wyandottes,  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  Black 
Minorcas  and  Pekin  Ducks.  10  acres  devoted 
to  poultry.  Write  for  wants.  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. 


PH.   Incubator.— II  sed   at  the  Great 
•  Hamnionton  Broiler  Farms.    Only  $25  for  225 
eggs.  The  cheapest.  C.E.Small, Hamnionton. N.J. 

OL.  J.  LEFFEL,  Springfield,  O.,  breeds 
all  varieties  of  Fancy  Poultry,  Rabbits,  Ferrets, 
Guinea  Pigs,  Pigeons,  etc.  Send  for  new  Pr.  List. 

AH.  EANG,  Toledo,  ©.-Wyandottes,  I.ang- 
•  shans,  L.  Bran's,  P.  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 


T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  S2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
I  1  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.  Airs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
«  nine  1st  prizes  wherever  shown.   Send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAN  D,  N  .  Y. 


y 


7 OUR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
L  with  self-inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  KLAKELY, 

Bradford,  McKean  county,  Pa 


BRONZE  TI  RHEVS  and  P.  Rocks  a  specialty. 
WM.  H.VAN  DOREN,  BUCKINGHAM,  ILL. 


CW.  IDEIjE,  Commission  merchant  In 
•  Green  and  Dried  Fruits,   Poultry,   Eggs,  etc. 
333  Washington  Street,  N.Y.   Price  currents  free. 


JOHN  P.  PYLE,  Willow  Dale  Pa  ,  Thoroughbred 
Wyandottes,  M.  Javas,  Butt  Cochins,  L.  Brah- 
mas, P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Ducks. 


T>R.  Turkeys,  pr.  $5;  W.  Guineas  trio  S5,  P.  Ducks 
Jj  trio $3;  Scotch  Terriers,  (A.  K.  R.)  Pecan 
Grove  Farm,  Okawville,  111. 

MA.  Weiant,  Newark.  O.,  Importer  and 
•  Breeder  of  White  Face  Black  Spanish.  A 
grand  lot  of  Chicks  for  sale.  Prices  Beasonable. 


GETTYSBURG  AT  HOME.  g^TUI 

sendonefine  Copper  Plate  engraving.  13x16  inches, 
of  the  BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBCBCi;  or  one  set 

(eight  different  views)  6x9  inches.  $1.75:  orvone  of 
the  set  for  25  cents.  All  fine  Cower  Plate  Engrav- 
ings sent  by  mail  prepaid.  JAMES  McNAIR,  2933 
Groveland  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


GOOD  HEALTH. 

It  Is  wrong  to  die,  or  to  let  vour  loved  ones  die,  of 
chronic  ailment  or  wasting  disease,  when  a  radical 
cure  could  be  so  easily  wrought  with  our  magnetic 
Garments,  supplying  lost  vitality  to  Lungs,  Heart, 
Liver,  Kidneys,  Stomach  and  every  vital  function, 
direct  from  natures  great  laboratory.  Our  Magnetic 
Foot  Batteries,  or  Insoles  $1.60  per  pair, 3  pairs, $2.00, 
begin  the  glorious  work.  Garments  for  all  parts  of 
the  body.  Send  for  our  new  Book,  "A  Plain  Road 
to  Health. ' '    Sent  Free. 

CHICAGO  MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO., 
6  Central  music  Hall,  Chicago. 


EXCELSIOR-:-PLYMOUTH-:-ROCKS. 

CHAMPIONS  of  the  EAST  and  WEST  by 
the  Records.  Winners  of  High  Honors  at 
Meriden,  Connecticut,  and  Atlanta,  Ga., 
Winter  of  1886-87.  1O0O  splendid  early- 
hatched  chicks  to  select  from.  We  set  the  ball 
rolling  this  Fall  by  winning  1st  and  2nd  on  chicks, 
our  only  exhibit,  at  the  New  Jersey  State 
Fair,  and  AIL  theprizes  at  mineola,  New 
York,  in  the  heaviest  kind  of  Competi- 
tion. We  can  fit  you  out  for  your  local  show. 
Send  for  new  Illustrated  Price  Eist  FREE. 
All  Correspondence  cheerfully  answered. 
SCtTDI>EB>&TOWNSENI>,  Glen  Head, N.Y. 


OUR  NEW  1888 

STAMPING  OUTFIT  FREE! 

Tho  Ladles'  World  is  a  mammoth  IG-page,  64-column 
Illustrated  paper,  devoted  to  Btories,  poems, ladies'  fancy  work, 
artistic  needle-work,  homo  decoration,  house-keeping, faahiona, 
hygiene,  juvenile  reading,  etiquette,  etc.,  etc.  Its  publishers, 
wishing  to  introduce  it  into  thousands  of  homes  where!  t  is  not 
already  taken,  now  mal;e  the  following  'unprecedented  offer: 
Upon  receipt  of  only  Twenty-five  Cents,  ue  will  send  The 
Ladles'  World/or  Three  Months,  and  to  every  subscriber 
we  will  also  send,lPree  and  post-paid,  ournewisss  Stamping 
Outfit,  containing    the  following,   entirely  new  patterns: 


Dog's  Head,  6x7 
1  Spray  Asters,  6-in. 
1  Horse's  Head,  3>4  in., 
Uook,3j4x3^in.,4large 
lino  Designs",  6-iu. high, 
2-in.  high,  1  Spray 
cock'a  Feather,  l  Calla 
Pansy,  3-in.,  1  Cluster 
berries,  2  Leaf  Designs, 
in.,  2  Sprays  Wheat,  1 
Pansics,  2  Lilies,  4-in.,  i 
in.,  1  Design  lor  Ribbon 
1  Vinca,  1  Spray  Oat«,  3- 
Cluater  DaiBies,  4- 
Bcveral  other  de- 
cIl-15  Elegant  Pat- 
of  embroide ry, 
=  actual  value,  ifpur- 
t  a  £3.75.  Also  1  Box 
Book  of  Instruc- 
of  Stamping,  in- 
cluding instructions  in  Kensington  Embroidery,  Lustra  Painting 
and  Crazy  Patchwork.  Remember,  we  give  the  entire  Outfit  de- 
scribedabove/ree  to  every  one  Bending  2.">  cents  for atliree-nionths* 
subscription  to  our  paper.  This  Out  tit  is  entirely  new,  and  muBt 
not  be  con  founded  with  the cheap  catchpenny  a  flairs  advertised  by 
others  Five  subscriptions  and  Ave  Outfits  will  be  sent  for  $1.00. 
Do  not  miss  this  chance  1  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  As  to  our 
reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  in  New  York.  Address. 
6.  U'MOOKE  <fe  CO..  2T  Park  Flace,  New  York. 


1  Alphabet,  1-in.  high,  1 
Girl  at  Play,  7-in.hic'i, 
high,  1  Clematis.CxG  in., 
1    Design    for  Prayer 
Comic  Designs,  2  Oi:t- 
1  Cluster  Strawberries, 
Humac,  3>2-in.,  1  Pea- 
Lily,  4-ln.,  1  Chicken,  1 
Cherries,  1  do.  Str 
1  Girl  Rolling  Hoop,  4- 
Frog,  1  Spray  Ferns,  2 
Bachelor's  Buttons,  3y.~ 
Work,  2  Sprays  Daisies, 
in.,  1  Boy,  -j-;n.,  1 
in.,  1  Japonica,and  $\ 
Eigns,  making  in 
terns  for  nil  hinds 
nmounting  in 
chased  separately, 
Powder,  1  Pad  and 
B  for  nil  kinds 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


Nov 


»  Boehs  and  W.vandottes  carefully  bred  and 
o  fur  sale.     Eva  (ieriuain,  Box 21,  Gardner,  ill. 


F 


100 


or  choice  L.  Brali.,  Wyan.,  V.  Rocks  and  P. 
Ducks.    Mrs.  I.  L.  Parker,  Tracy  City,  'i'eim. 

>nre  Langshans  for  sale.— T.  J.  Sprague, 

Prop.,  Quality  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Naperville,  ill 

Thoroughbred  P.  Rock  &  Langshan  clucks  for 
sale.  Circu.  Win.  A.  Drelier,  Ureliersville,  Pa. 


1 

1st  1 


Poultry  Ir^nn, 


Mouarch  li 


\V.  IC.  KEI 

iarretforUj  Pa. 


i  ubatttrs, 
tiny  from 
Sujailies. 
M  letluld 


c 


Iioice  High  Class  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns. . 

(jrreat  layers.  J.  H.  Kaufman  &  Sou,  Gardner,  111. 


trietlv  Pare  B. Leghorn  fowls  anil  eggs  for  sale. 
Circular  free.  P.  A.  A  RE  HART,  TimbeiviUe,  Va. 


Beautiful  Laced  Wyndotte  aitd  B*.  Soek 
chicks  §1,  $1.50,  ?2  each.  "W.K.  Teeter,  Pittston,  Pa 

nphe  Fanciers'  Review,  Chatham,  N.Y.  16 

_1_  pp.,  64  col.,  only  25c.  a  year. Pithy  and  practical. 

SC.  W.  Iieftiiorns,  Hnanp's  Strain,  for 
.  sale.       L.  f.  KEEBAUGH,  Hamiiual,  Md. 

Dorhingrs,Brahnias,Cochins  and  Pigeons 
for  sale.   D.  Kircheu bower,  Sw cedes Ooro,  Nr.  J. 

II.  WYANDOTTE  &  W.  P.  Rock  chicks.,300 
for  sale  cheap.   TIM  LEROUX,  Toledo,  O. 


30O  FI»'E  C»CK EREJLS  FOR  SALE. 
LIGHT  BKAH41AS,    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE      AND      EBOWS  LEGi£OR9IS. 

Address  Watekvilltc  Kanciuks  ABSOciATfcijf, 
Send  for  circular.       Waterville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y> 

Regulators.    Circulars  free. 

«.  13.  FSEKCH,  Xewfielfl,  N.  J. 

JL   Warranted  to  Hatch,  equal  to  '  IHuUDH  I  Usi 

if  not  better  than  any  Hatcher  in  the  world, or  money 
refunded.  100-size,  §15.  I.T.Slemmek, Marydel, Mil. 


w 


F 


OR  SALE.— S.  S.  Hamburg  cockerel  and  pullets. 
Address,  El'VE.X  E  HALL,  Moberlj  .  Mo. 
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F 
H. 


Funny  Selections,  Scrap  Pictures,  etc.,  and  nice 
Sample  Cards  for  2c.  Hill  Pub.  Co. ,  Cadiz,  O. 

IOR  SALE— 150  high  scoring  Br.  Leghorns  at  sac- 
rifice prices.      H.  I.  MORSE,  Oluey,  Illinois. 


For  tn'sported  LAJiGSHANS,  IIISOECAS 
and  IMkKKINCK.    bend  2c-Staiiip  lor  Catah  gue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

\TALLEY  STOCK  and  POl'LTEY  FARM. 

\  Poland-China  Hogs,  B.  Turkeys,  P.  Ducks  and 
all  leading  breeds  of  chickens.  Will  sell  cheap  to  re- 
duce suniv.  D.B.  Siio Walter,  Dale  Enterprise,  Va. 

"YVThite  *  Standard  P.  R's.,  Lee's., 

\V  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  Pyle,  Dei  ny,  B.B.  K's,  Heath- 
wood  and  VYliite  Georjgian  Games,  l'ekin  &  Cayuga 
Ducks  and  Turkeys.    C.  D.  Smith,  Fort  Plain,  N.Y. 


 GRAND  SPECIMENS.  

Thomas  Perrine,  Camp  Hagerman,  Ohio. 

•  S5HAND  BONE,  SHELL  ASD  CORN 
I  MILL  for  poultrymen.    F.  "Wilson's  Pat. 
i  Send  for  circular.    Manufactured  only  by 
WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


FREE! 


We  will  send  The  PEOPLE'S  HOME  JOURNAL,  our 

large  1G -page,  64-column  illustrated  Literary  and  Family  paper, 
Thrve  Months  on  trial  upon  i  eceipt  ol  only  Twelve  Cents  • 
in  postage   stamps,  an  1  to  each  subscriber  we  will  also  send, 
Free  and  post-paid,  Five  Charming  Jiooks,  published  in 
neat  pamphlet  lorm,  as*  luliows  : 

Wondvrs  of  the  World,  Natural  and  Other.  Contains 
descriptions  oi  the  roost  wonderful  works  of  nature  and  of  man. 

Wonders  of  the  Sen.  A  description  of  the  many  wonder- 
ful and  beautiful  tilings  lonnd  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

The  \unt  Eeziah  Papers,  by  Clara  Augusta,  author 
pM*  The  Bus*;;  Documents."    Equal  to    Widow  P.edott." 

Chrlatma-t  Stories.  Ey  Ghabi.es  Dickens.  Contains  a- 
number  ol  t.io  most  charming  Christmas  stories  ever  written.. 

Popular  Steettntion*  and  Dialogues,  humorous,  dra- 
matic and  pathetic,  including  all  the  latest  and  most  popular. 

Remember,  we  send  the  five  bonks  named  above,  also  our 
charming  paper  for  Three  Months,  upon  receipt  of  only 
Twelve  Cents;  five  subscriptions  and  five  sets  of  the  books- 
for  50  cents.  This  great  offer  is  made  to  introduce  the  paper  * 
into  new  homes.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 
Address  F.  31.  LUPTON,    G">  Murray  St;,  Kew  York, 


Jj.  SHELBY,  RedriU'k,  Illinois. 

Breeder  of"  Fine  B*ouItry. 


rHAVARD  DOWNP 
•  Langshans,  WyaiHlotjCj 


<,  Down,  uptown  Pa. . 
Imp'trt.  W.  Minorcas. 


B 

B 


lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


ID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Kocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  eir. 


5 Cents  for  Manual  how  to  make  Egg  food,  Tonics,  In- 
cubator(and  to  man'g),  Preserve  eggs,  etc.,  with 
Pict'l  dese'p'n  of  fowls.    W.S.Fultz,  Mt.Veruoii,  U. 

JAMES  A.  STIMSON,  RAY.  NEW  YORK, 
has  for  sale  White  Wyandottes,  li.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  Houdans,  Langshans.  Prices  reasonable. 

Mammoth  Bronzr  Turkey's  ami  Poland 
China  Hogs.  Breeder  of  the  noted  Tom, O.  J. 
Ward, scoring  100  points.  B.L.Wood, Spriugdale, la. 

OR  SAIiE.— Bl.  Cochins,  fowls  and  tanks  nom 
my  grand  mating  of '87:  sell  cheap  to  make  room. 
Send  for  prices.   W.H.Clark,  Mechanicsburg,  O. 


""V  follr— 'ns  books,  each  one  of  which  contains  a  complete  first  class  novel  or  other  work  by  a  well  known  sod 
-[.ulai-  auuii't'.  are  publisued  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  printed  from  good  readable  type  on  rood  I  ai  er  and  many. of 
'■win  handsomely  ill  titrated.  They  comprise  some  of  the  finest  works  ever  written  by  some  of  the  pre  test  and 
m  mi  pupular  writers,  both  of  America  and  Euiope,  and  place  the  best  literatuie  ol  the  dav  within  the  reach  of  the 
musses  of  i  he  peonle.  Please  look  the  list  carefully  over,  and  see  if  you  do  not  find  therein  many  that  you  desire  to 
possess.   Each  one  is  complete  in  itseh: 

No.  in.   Poems,  by  Henry  W.  "Longfellow.    No  one  can 

hffunl  t<>  be  wiloout  lliia  collection  tii  poi.ii. u  by  tbe  master  of; 
American  t  netrv.  Illustrated. 

No  1.    Poems,  by   Alfred   Tcliny.on.    This  work  con- 
tains come  oi  liis  lineBt  conrposil ioiiS. 

No.  34.   Tlie  Lndj  of  the  Lake.   liy  Sir  Walteb  Scott. 
A  romance  in  verse. 

No  46    Jam  Ineelow's  Poems.  All  tbe  finest  works  of 
this  gieat  poetess  are  given  in  tbis  book. 


FOR  SAI,E-BLAt'K  COCHIN  FOWLS  and 
Chicks  from  my  grand  mating  of  '«;.    vVill  seU  i 
cheap.  Send  for  cir.    W. H.Clark.  Mechanicsburg,  o.  j 


F 


OR  SAI/E  CHEAP-MY  ENTIRE  STOCK 

of  S.  C.  W.  LEGHORN  S.  Write  for  prices  at  once. 
A.  JOHANNES  EN,  West  7th  Street,  Erie,  Pa. 


WYANDOTTES,  P.  ROCKS,  HOITOANS, 
Lit.  Brahmas,  S.S.  Hamburgs,  Langshans,  S.C. 
White  and  Brown.  Leghorns  to  sell.  500  to  select 
Tom.^Stock  from  most  popular  breeders  in  America. 
W.  C.  West,'No.250  N.Emporia  Ave,  Wichita, Kan. 


iriIVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
1  Sale  at  a  Bargain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES,  LANGSHANS, 
EIGHT  RR.4 II MAS,  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
RROWN  and  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  Black 
Bnff  and  Partridse  Cochin.  Also  l'ekin 
Docks.  W.H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111. 


FOR  SALE.— 5  hens,  1  cock,  Imported  White  Mi- 
norcas, also  chicks,  W.  Wyandottes  and  W.  P. 
Rocks,  Eureka  Incubator,  first-class  order,  300  egg 
size.  W.  H.  CJNningham,  Chenango  Bridge,  N.  Y. 


WANTED?— Every  reader  of  the  Poultry  Keep- 
er to  send  postal  for  my  new  circular  of  Fancy 
Fowls.  JOE  GRAVES. 

American  Express  Agent,  Black  River,  N.  Y. 

BLACK  MINORCAS,  WHITE  AND  LACE 
WYANDOTTES,  LIGHT  BRAHMAS  and 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS,  LANGSHANS  83  to  $8 
per  trio.     Lewis  C.  Reatty,  Washington,  N.  J. 


CHAS.  M.  GRIFFIN'J,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymou.ii  Rocks  and  Wvandottes 
Eggs,  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  s>fi  per  39.  Send  for  circular 

ufCKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm:  15 
n  leading  varieties  land  and  waterfowls.  P.O. Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J .  A.  A  lger,  Kirksville,  Mo. 

LDEROSSITER,box232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
breeder  ot "(.lames  only.  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Pyles, 
6.  Duckwing,  Tait  Claibornes,  Biifast  Reds,  and 
crosses:  all  farm  raised.    Warranted  good  as  any. 

VT"   R.  DANA,  Radnor.  Del.  Co.,  Pa.. 

•  Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  a.id  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecceiirs.  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.  Wyan.,  Langs. and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas.  Whitford,  Pa. 

WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.-L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 


8©QK3  FOR  LADIES. 

No.  123.   Xjadlf  k'  Fancy  Work.    A  new  hook  containing  rlt 

rectiona  fur  mjikhig  many  beautiiul  things  for  tlie  adornment  of 
home,  niustrateil. 

No.  T24.  Oe-i'orntive  Pntntlng.  A  rompreli^nsive  mnntinl 
of  self-instruction  in  this  l>eautit'nl  and  useful  ai  t  bv  Liha  ar  .1  SI. 
J  Olasksom  authors  <>/'■  Brusli  Studies,'"  etc.  ntuafafd. 

No.  127.  How  Mile  Pan  t  Flowers.  ContiiiniTiK 
tliorou\'li  iiiRtruMion*  in  this  heautirul  nnd  useful  art,  likewise  in 
tliat  ol  making  wax  flowers.  Illustrated. 

No.  115.  A^annai  of  *  lurlculture.  Teaches  thp  l  eft  method 
of  propagating  »li  t.,v  diftnt  bl  |.J«i)ts.  tella  l.uw  to  cui  e  dltseasf 
and  eradicate  insL-cr  penlt*,  etc.  Illustrated. 

No.  li6.  <jlulde  to  Aee<Jlework,  Kitltilng  End  Crocli  et.   drama ti 
Containing  dtBii-'iir.  and  iiii  ections  ioi  all  kinr.t*  oi  Fhih  j  Needle-  jmpula 
work.   Artistic    Knibroidery.   I,ar-     W«-ik,  Knitiing,  Tattiiiff, 
Croci-etand  Net  Woi.U    lUasti uud. 

No.  56.  Tne  Humc4Jook  Uuuk  and  FnitiUy  Physician, 
containing  hundreds  of  excellent  cooking  recipes  aim  hints  to 
housekeepers,  also  telling  how  to  cure  all  common  aiiinents  by 
simple  home  remedies. 

No.  48.  Fancy  Work  for  Home  Adornment,  containing 
easy  and  practical  instructions  ior  making  fancj  buRkrtB.  wall 
pockets,  brackets,  needlework,  embroidery    etc.  Illustrated. 

No.  PC.    The  Common  Sense  Cook  Book.   A  thoroughly 
reliable  anii  fust-class  work.  _ 

No.  177.  How  to  be  Your  Own  Doctor.  An  excellent 
medical  bonk,  containing  simple  yet  reliable  Lome  remedies  tor 
all  the  common  complaints  to  which  mankind  in  subject. 

No.  178,  Guide  to  the  Toilet.  The  teelh.  hands,  hair,  brftli, 
lips,  skin  and  complexion  are  fully  treated  in  this  book 

No.  179.  Hints  nnd  Help*  for  tbe  Household.  A  com- 
pendium of  valuable  and  useful  household  Information,  tilii-ii  with 
facts,  hints  and  suggestions  upon  a  great  variety  ol  topiix. 

BOOKS  FOR  FARMERS. 

No.  168.  Country  Architecture.  Containing  designs  end 
plans  for  houses,  cottages,  baron  mid  other  outbuildings. 

No.  169.  The  Stockbreeders'  Guide.  This  woik  contains 
information  of  great  value  regniding  the  cHre  and  management, 
feeding  and  rearing  of  horsis,  rattle.  Bheep  and  hogs.  tlVd. 

No.  170.  The  Whole  Subject  "  JUzera.  This  Im- 
portant subject  is  Hilly  trenU'1  ! 

No.  1*1.  Fruit  Cultu-  t-roflt"  1,1,8  l,ook  is  ^iven  o 
vast  amount  of  uselul  .orormation  ior  growers  ol  all  kinds  ol 
fruits.  Illustrated. 

No.  172.  Success  til  tbe  Garden.  Contains  valuable  in- 
formation regarding  the  succcsbIu!  growing  ol  all  kinds  of 
vegetables.  Illustrated- 

No.  173.  The  Great  Staples.  Contains  valuable  hints  and 
UBeful  suggestions  regarding  the  culture  of  wheat,  corn,  potatoes, 
hay,  etc.  Illustrated. 

No.  174.  Home-made  Farm  Implements.  Contains  di- 
rections for  making  useiul  and  labor-saving  utensils,  all  ol  which 
are  unpatented  and  may  be  easily  made.  Illustrated. 

No.  175.  Guide  to  Successful  Poultry  Keeping.  A  com- 
plete poultry  book,  giving  the  iullest  information  regarding  this 
profitable  pursuit.  Illustrated. 

HUMOROUS  BOOKS. 

No.  159.   "A  Pleasure  Exertion,"  and  other  Sketches, 

by  "  Josiah  Ai.i.en's  Wifk."  A  collection  of  irresistibly  funny 
sketches,  by  the  most  popular  humorous  writer  of  the  day. 

No.  160.  The  Aunt  Kczlah  Papers,  by  Claka  ^cousta, 
author  of  ''The  Rugg  Documents."  A  moBt  ridiculously  funny  book 
— quite  as  laughable  and  in  every  wav  equal  to  ■'  Widow  Bedott." 

No.  78.  The  Widow  Bedott  Papers.  By  Frances  m. 
Wbitcher,  This  is  the  book  over  which  your  grandmothers 
laughed  till  they  cried,  and  it  is  just  as  funny  to-day  as  it  ever  waB. 

No.  118.  Yankee  Wit  and  Humor.  A  collection  of  humorous 
stories,  sketches,  poems  and  paragraphs  by  the  leading  funny 
men  of  the  American  press.  Illustrated. 

No.  58.  The  Budget  of  Wit,  Humor  nnd  Fun,  a  large 
collection  of  funny  stories,  sketches,  anecdotes,  poems  and  jokes. 
Illustrated. 

POETICAL  WORKS. 

No.  110.  Poems,by  John  G.  Whlttler.  The  only  cheap 
edition  published — Bliould  buin  every  household.  Illustrated. 

W  '  "-ill  send  any  four  of  tn»  ahove  named  books  by  mall,  post 
rni  i  upon  receipt  of  12  Cents;  anv  ten  for  25  Cent*;  any 
twentu  for  SO  Cents;  any  forty  for  Sl.OO^  ■  . 

.  '  satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 

Please  order  bv  the  numbers   This  is  the  greatest  bargain  in  books  ever  offered.  Dc inotfail  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
Address,  THE  POUITBY  KEEPER,  rarfcesburg,  Chester  Count? ,  renua. 


OUR  GREAT  OFFER ! 


JUVENILE  BOOKS. 

Hound  the  Evetilne  Lamp.   A  book  of  stories,. 

puzzles  and  games,  for  tbe  little  tolkB  at  home. 
.   Popular  Iteeitatlona  and  Dialogues,  humorous,, 
and  pathetic,  including  all  the  latest,  best  and  most- 

I.  Parlor  Amusements.  A  large  collection  of  Act- 
ing t'iiarados.  larlnr  Dramas,  bhadow  Pautomimes,  liaiues, Puz- 
zles, etc.  Illustrated. 

No.  35.  Grimm's  Fairy  Stories  for  tbe  Younjf,  The- 
fintst  collection  of  fairy  stories  published.  Hie  cidldien  are 
delighted  with  them. 

Ko.  54.  I'urlor  Muffle  and  Chemical  Experiments,  a 
book  which  telis  how  to  perhn  m  hundreds  of  amusing  iricka  iu- 
manic  and  instructive  experiments  with  simple  agents. 

No.  55.  Winter  Eventnff  Jiecrtatlons,  a  large  collection* 
ol  Acting  t'.araiies.  Tableaux,  Games.  Puzzles,  etc..  for  social 
gatherings,  private  theatricals  and  eveuings  at  h^me.  Illustrated^ 
No.  Hi.  l>iulutfues,  Recitations  and  Headings,  a  large 
n  ml  choice  collection  ior  school  exhibitions  and  public  and  private 
entertainments. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  WORKS. 

No.  162.  The  Self-Made  Men  of  Modern  Times.  Con- 
tains portraits  and  biographies  of  famous  self-made  Americans, 
from  the  time  of  Franklin  to  the  preBent. 

No.  112.  The  Life  of  Gen  U.  S.  Grant.  By  W.  A.  Petbrs. 
With  portrait  and  other  illustrations. 

No.  9.  IMstliiffiiished  People.  This  work  contains  por- 
traits and  biographies  ol  our  celebrated  Statesmen,  Authors,. 
I'oets,  Editors,  Clergymen,  Financiers,  etc. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No.  166.  Wonders  of  the  World,  Natural  and  Other.. 
Contiiius  descriptions  and  illustrations  of  the  most  wonderfuli 
works  of  nature  and  of  man.   Very  interesting  and  instructive.. 

No.  167.  Wonders  of  the  Sea.  A  description  of  the  many- 
wonderful  and  beautiful  thingB  loUDd  at  the  bottom  ol  the  ocean,, 
with  profuse  illustrations. 

No  165.  Familiar  Quotations.  Containing  the  origin  and' 
authorship  of  many  phrases  frequently  met  in  reading  and  con- 
versation.   A  valuable  work  of  refer.nce. 

No.  161.  Low  Lll'e  In  New  York.  A  series  of  vivid  pen 
pictures  showing  the  dark  side  of  life  in  the  great  city.  Illus- 
trated 

No.  157.  The  Koad  io  Wealth.  Not  an  advertising  circu- 
lar, but  a  thoroughly  practical  work,  pointing  out  a  way  by 
which  ail  mav  make  money,  easily,  rapidly  and  honestly. 

No.  130.  One  Hundred  Popular  Songs,  sentimental, 
pathetic  and  comic,  including  mcst  ol  the  favorites,  new  and  old. 

No.  113.  Anecdotes  of  the  Rebellion.  A  collection  of. 
humorous,  pathetic,  ami  thrilling  narrativeso!  the  war. 

No.  52  Manual  of  Etiquette  Tor  Ladies  and  Gentlemen., 
guide  to  politeness  and  good  breeding,  giving  the  rules  of  modern 
etiquette  for  all  occasions. 

No.  53.  The  Standard  .Letter  Writer  for  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen, a  complete  guide  to  correspondence,  giving  plain  direc- 
tions for  the  composition  or  letters  of  every  kind. 

No.  57.  Manners  nnd  Customs  In  Far  Away  Lands,  • 
book  of  travels,  describing  the  peculiar  life,  habits,  manners  ana 
customs  of  the  people  of  foreign  countries.  Illustrated. 

No.  60.  Useful  Knowledge  for  the  Million,  a  handy  book 
of  useful  information  for  all,  upon  many  and  various  subject!. 

Illustrated.    .  .   f  . 

No.  47.  The  Cities  of  the  New  World.  A  description  of 
nil  points  or  interest  relating  to  nearly  every  Important  cu>  oi 
America,  Illustrated  -with  bird's-eye  views  or  each  city  described. 

No.  8.  The  History  and  Mystery  of  Common  Xhlngs. 
This  work  tells  all  about  the  manufacture  of  the  common  ana 
familiar  things  which  we  see  every  day  about  us.  Illustrated 
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T}LUE  ANDALTJSIANS,  (bestLeghorns  and  Mi- 
J  >  norcas),  L.  Brahmas,  (g'ld  medal  at  Atlanta), 
Wyan's.,  Bantams,  awarded  20i.  prem's.  EggsfSppr 
set'g.  2for?5;  stock  cheap.  Ill.circu.  forstamp.  Oak- 
woodFarm.Md.  Office,  1920  G-.  St.,  Washington, D.C. 

A  GENTS  wanted.  $1  ah  hour,  TO  new  articles,  f'atl. 
xL  and  saiifple  free.  C.  IS.  Marshall,  Lockpi  ft,  N'.Y. 

ISf  BITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
■■price  listof  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies;  low  prices  anil  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 

UJEiTE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
BHi  rice  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 

W.  F.  B.  SPANISH  fi^£R£S& 

Bone^Sleal,  Oyster  Shell.  Wire  Netting,  Eggine, 
Monarch  Incubators,  etc.  Send  two  cents  for  cata- 
logue.                         P.  H.  SPRAGUJE, 

173  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  BL 

SWfSSRslTOlv'C;  Fa«M  990.00  w.  Circular 

InbltDft  1  US»d  fr  :e.  Address. 

NEW  EffiA  M'F'U  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pal 

"DKKIN  DtrCKS.— Fine  lot  of  birds  for  s;.l  -  this 
i    fall    Price  drakeS1.25,  pair!£2.(H',  trio  1^2  50. 
J.  M.  BOWMAN,  Nokesvllle,  Fr.  Win.  Co.,  Va. 

PBESSEY'S  BROODER. 

tnohton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $'2">  and  $15.  Lang- 
slian  fowls  and  eggs  for  sal;    Clr:  ulars  free 

O.  W.  I'KESSEY,  IB  amnion  Hon.  X.  J. 

QJAVE  money  by  writing  to  Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owa- 
IO  tohna,  Minn.,  for  prices  of  premium  towls.  Old 
birds;  the  very  best.   Write  now;  catalogue  free. 

W^kS  S  i    jF  ^£  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
w[ J$  M  am  aaa  <£2}n  rc-tui-iis.    Noindehcacy.  Neither 

li  LADIES. 


Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees  and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Ro3e  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  2S9.        31  and  33  Yssey  St.,  New  York. 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  Dey  Street, 
New  Yokk. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Lsneshang,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs. 
Tested  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  W. 
Guinea!),  Pekin  1  Hicks:   F-srgs,  $2  per  13. 

N.  V.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duekwings,  B.  It.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  (blue),  Japan.  Bantams,  B.  Silver 
Polish:  E«as.  $3  per  13.  Imported  English 
Dark  Brahmas,  Pekin  Bantams:  Eggs  $4. 
7  won  18  1st  and  spuria  I  premiums  at  N.  Feb.  1886. 
TBIOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 


rjitmiz  h  is  o  B  ,  wwu.  ei an  oi eeuers  01  cnoiee  wyan- 
j  dottesandB.  Leghorns.  Our  spe.  ialties  have  again 
i  won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1880 .  Eggs  $3  tylS;  $5  $  26. 

FOB  SALE.— 200  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  my  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  anil  prices. 

IS.  A.  BRADNHAH',  Lebanon,  Stud. 


STAMPING 
OUTFIT 


The  Ladles'  "World  Is  a  mam- 
moth 16-page,  64-column  Illustrated 
paper,  devoted  to  stories,  poems, 
J  ad  lea' fancy  work,  artistic  needle- 
work, home  decoration,  houaekeep- 
1  Ing,  fashions,  hygiene,  juvenile 
*  reading,  etiquette,  etc.,  etc.  Ita 
publishers,  wishing  to  introduce  It 
.  into  thousands  of  homes  where  it  la 
not  already  taken,  now  make  tha 
following;  unprecedented  offer: 
Upon  receipt  of  only  Thirty 
,  Centfl,  we  will  send  The  Ladles' 
World  for  Six  Month*,  and  to 
every  subscriber  roe  will  also  send, 
Free  and  post-paid,  a  new  and 
valuable  Stumping  Outfit,  con- 
taining the  following  patterns:  1 
ttet  Initials,  1  %  in.  high,  1  Dancing 
Girl,  9  in.  high,  1  Running  Boy,  1 
In.  high,  1  spray  Daisies,  6  in.  high, 
1  bunch  Roses,4J4  in.  high,  1  cluster 
Apple  Blossoms,  3x4  in.,  1  Owl  on  branch, 4%  in,  high,  1  bunch 
Peaches,  1  cluster  Daisies,  1  spray  Wheat,  1  epray  Morning 
Glories,  1  Calla  Lily,  1  bunch  Forget-Me-Nots,  1  Rosebud  with 
leaves,  1  spray  PansieH,  1  epray  Bachelor's  Button  with  grasses, 
1  Pink,  1  Day  Lily  with  bud  and  foliage,  1  spray  Vinca,  1  bunch 
Daisies,  1  Japonica  Bud  with  leaves,  1  Fat  Boy  (comici,  1  cluster 
Forget-Me-Nots,  1  PanBy,  1  spray  DaisieB,  1  Star  Flower,  1  spray 
Spanish  Rose,  1  Outline  Design,  1  Vine,  4  patterns  for  flannel 
embroidery  and  3  smaller  designs  for  Crazy  Patchwork,  making 
In  all  35  Elegant  Patterns,  worth  at  retail  from  5  to  20  cents  each, 
and  1  Complete  Alphabet  worth  Ta  cents,  also  1  br>s  best  Powder, 
16c,  1  Improved  Distributor,  10c,  and  1  Complete  Book  of  In- 
structions, 15c  Remember,  we  give  the  entire  Outfit  described 
above/ree  to  every  one  sending  30  cents  for  o.  six-monthB1  sub- 
scription to  our  paper.  This  Outfit  is  entirely  new,  and  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cheap  catchpenny  affairs  advertised  by 
others.  Six  subscriptions  and  six  Outfits  will  be  sent  for  $1.60. 
Do  not  miss  this  chance  I  Satis/action  guaranteed.  As  to  our 
reliability,  we  refer- to  any  publisher  in  New  York.  Address. 
8.  II.  MOORE  Jb  CO.,  »?  Pork  Place,  Kow  York. 


Mo  narcli  InculDator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N".  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       J  AS.  RANKIN,  South  East  on,  Mass. 


WILLIAM'S  Inipro.  Hot 
Water  Incubator  &  New 
Monitor  Incubator,  heat  by  a 
new  method  and  regulated  in 
most  perfect  manner;  hand- 
some finish,  low  prices.  Brood- 
ers $5.  For  cir.  ad1  r  A.F.Wil- 
liams, Box  293,  Bristol,  Ct. 


ML  and  all  bowel  troubles— especially  constipation— cur- 
El  eel  like  macie.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asimple  remedy 
tree,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y- 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS!  StfSJf ^ 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Pricer 
list  free.  J.  P..  BE  ABAZON, Prop' r.,Delavan,  Wis. 


$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
hook  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  1  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  CROVE  POIIITRY  AND  STOCK 
FA  KM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,   -  -  -  -  Newark,  Ohio. 

-3".   3D.   T*J"  33  ~S7~  X  TJ  £3 
204  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

Breeder  of  high-class  Lt.  Brahmas,  Bis  IT  Coch- 
ins, Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 

My  breeding  birds  this  season  are  the  best  lever  own- 
ed. Eggs  from  Light  Brahmas  and  Buff  Cochins, 
S3. 00  per  13;  Pekin  Bantams  and  Bronze  Turkeys, 
$5  per  13.  A  limited  number  of  eggs  from  Import- 
ed Minorca*),  $6  per  13.   Write  for  wants. 

IncubatoK 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  WI'F'CCO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


«4  JDLEDO.OHIO.  _  £ 
Ofe/GTNATO&zj 


BREEDER  =>, 

of  Jfzese  Jvjo-  c 


BROS'. 

-WHITE  -J^EGHORNS- 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  HAS  NO  EQUAL. 
Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving/uZJ 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


KlXr.A.3=»-l?»  BROS., 
Box  50 1 .  Fabius,  1*0".  "ST. 

THERMOSTATIC 

iFCTJBATOE! 


Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  ; 

for  circular. 


rood  results.  Send 


^S*  JS.  RENWICK, 

19  Park  Place,      -      ,        -       New  York. 


'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 


GI..ENVIMJE,  OHIO. 


BREEDERS  OF 


LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


E.  B.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
S  and  Common  Bab- 
bits. Send  2 1-cenb 
stamps  for  circu- 
Norwalk,  Ohio. 


■:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  1IISSOI  BI. 

Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Wyandottes, 
L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  S.  (J.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games, 
P.  Eocks,  B.  B.  Bed  Game  Bantams,  B.  and  P. 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 


C.B.FANT,p«.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Eocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.f 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94h,  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates.. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


FM.  MUNGEB, 
.  De  HALB,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Eocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving: 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House:  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 

ALFRED  DOYLE'S 

Are  the  best.  Noted  for  their  fine  symmetry, 
plumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners- 
in  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  tor  the  early  fall  fairs.  Prices- 
low;  circular  ready.    P.  O.  address 

Box  133,  BLUE  ISLAND,  Cook  Co.,  111. 


F'OIl  SAIjE! 

500  3T"±3a.o  Early  Cilices. 


Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Ply.  Bocks,  B.  Javas  and 
Leghorns,  at  $1  to  si. 50  each,  all  raised  on  farm6  with 
unlimited  run.  Healthy,  vigorous  stock.  Send 
stamp  for  circular  and  prices. 

American  Express  Agt.,        Black  River,  N.  Y. 

KEYSTONE  -:-  POULTRY-:-  FARM, 

LANSDALE,  PA. 

Wh.  Leghorns  only,  Knapp  &  Jacobs  strains.  Will 
sell  1  fine  cockerel  and  3  choice  pullets  for  §5.  Apply 
early.  Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lansdale,  Pa. 


THE  FAMOUS  WHITEWASHES 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR, 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  for 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate 
hen  lice,  roup,  cholera,  etc.  Send  stamp 
for  circular  which  is  very  instructive. 
Address  F.  Sehwarz,  M'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Box  65. 


Tlxo  New  Yorli 

POULTRY  -:-  SHOW 


-WILL  BE  HELD- 


DECEMBER  14  TO  21,  1887, 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

The  greatest  show  ever  held  in  America.  Enter 
your  birds  everybody,  and  don't  fail  to  attend.  An 
enormous  entry  of  fowls  promised.  The  Largest 
Pigeon  Show  this  side  of  the  Crystal  Palace.  Also  a 
special  exhibit  of  Ladies'  Toy  Dogs,  Cats  and  Pets. 
Send  for  Premium  List  at  once. 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 


38  DEY  STREET, 


NEW  YORK 
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ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

W.  D.  T.,  Moorhead,  Minn.— 1.  I  have  a  fine 
W.  C.  B.  Polish  cock  that  has  a  little  red  around 
the  hottom  of  his  earlobes.  Is  it  a  disqualifica- 
tion, and  can  you  tell  ine  of  any  way  to  make 
them  resume  their  natural  color  (white)?  2.  My 
Polish  hens  eat  the  feathers  off  the  cock's  head. 
Do  you  think  there  is  any  special  kind  of  food 
needed?  3.  When  are  you  going  to  get  up  those 
10  cent  standards  of  each  breed? 

Red,  on  earlobes,  does  not  disqualify,  but  is  a 
defect.  There  is  no  way  to  cause  them  to  turn 
white  naturally.  2.  See  article  on  feather-pull- 
ing in  this  issue.  3.  As  soon  after  the  A.  1".  A. 
meets  as  possible.  It  will  meet  some  time  this 
winter. 

Mrs.  C.  M.  G.,  Exira,  Iowa— Can  Toulouse 
Geese  be  raised  in  a  yard  like  Pekin  Ducks,  and 
where  can  I  get  eggs  good  and  pure? 

We  would  not  recommend  keeping  geese  in 
confinement,  as  they  require  more  room  than 
ducks.  Only  young  ducks  are  kept  in  confine- 
ment. 

C.  L.  M.,  Freeport,  111.— 1.  How  can  I  ventilate 
my  poultry  house  in  winter?  It  is  6x16  feet,  and 
built  against  the  barn  shed  roof.  2.  How  large 
should  the  ventilator  be?  3.  How  many  hens 
can  I  keep  in  it  for  laying,  of  Brown  Leghorns? 
4.  Which  is.the  best,  board  or  cement  floor? 

1.  We  will  give  an  excellent  illustrated  mode 
of  ventilation  in  December  number.  The  ven- 
tilation may  be  at  the  top  provided  there  are  no 
draughts  of  air,  hence  it  should  be  closed  when 
the  wind  is  in  certain  directions.  2.  If  a  tube  is 
run  from  the  floor,  six  inches  in  diameter  will 
answer.  3.  We  think  20  hens  can  be  kept  com- 
fortably, i.  Wood  is  drier  and  warmer. 

T.  W.  W..  Blakely,  Ga.— D„  Dionze  turkeys 
ever  have  white  young  ones.'  There  is  a  person 
in  this  town  who  had  a  lien  to  hatch  several, 
xiid  among  them  was  one  white  one.  Now,  is 
this  one  pure  bred? 

We  have  never  known  pure  while  young 
turkeys  to  hatch  from  eggs  of  the  Bronze 
variety. 

Mrs.  E.  M.,  London  Ridge,  N.  H.— What  will 
kill  little  red  mites  ? 

See  full  details  in  October  number. 

S.  B.,  Altoona,  Pa.— Could  you  please  tell  me 
where  I  could  obtain  a  heat  regulator  for  incu- 
bator? Also  a  moisture  gauge,  and  what  is  the 
price  of  heat  regulator?  1  am  making  an  mcu- 
Dator  and  I  want  to  get  all  things  necessary  for 
one? 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hiie,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas,  sells 
regulators.  We  do  no;  know  his  price.  Write 
'him.  Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell,  West  Elizabeth,  Pa., 
sells  the  moisture  gauge,  price  25  eents. 

M.  W.  T.,  Farmers  Valley,  Pa.— How  can  I  get 
a  roosier?  I  have  a  pullet  that  looks  exactly  like 
his  mother  (the  hen  that  laid  the  cygs).  and  she 
is  different  from  anything  f  ever  saw  or  heard  of, 
■find  I  want  to  work  them  into  a  breed.  How  can 
I  do  it? 

It  requires  close  in  breeding.  Mate  the  pullet 
"with  a  cock  as  near  her  color  as  possible,  and 
.next  season  mate  one  of  the  cockerels  so  pro- 
duced with  the  old  hen. 

G.  W.  P.,  Louisville,  Ky.— I  would  like  to  ask 
your  advice  about  the  $5.00  bone  mills?  Do  you 
think  it  will  pay  to  buy  one  for  a  few  chickens, 
and  are  they  what  they  are  represented  to  be- 
strong  and  durable— and  do  the  work  that  they 
claim?  I  would  also  like  to  ask  if  it  will  be  ad- 
visable to  put  2  or  .  wheelbarrows  of  limestone 
road  dust  in  chicken  House  once  a  week?  Will 
the  dust  s;ioil  the  manure  for  garden  purposes? 

The  Wilson  bone  mill  is  all  that  is  claimed  for 
it.  The  limestone  dust,  being  carbonate  of  lime, 
"will  not  injure  the  manure.  Only  limestone  that 
■has  been  burnt  is  injurious. 

W.N.,  Lowell.  Mass.— 1.  Must  ventilator  of 
Pouii'rut  Keeper  incubator  be  kept  open  all 
the  time?  2.  Can  it  be  run  with  50  eggs?  3.  Should 
tube  on  top  of  tank  be  eolsed  after  filling? 

1.  Not  necessarily  ;  may  be  kept  closed  until 
17th  day.  2.  An  incubator  does  best  when  full, 
but  can  be  operated  with  a  smaller  number. 
3.  Yes. 

A.  R.  S.,  Reidenbach's  Store,  Pa.— Please  let 
me  know  where  I  can  get  a  thermostatic  bar 
about  12 feet  long  for  my  incubator. 

Should  be  had  at  any  rubber  store,  or  at  L.  N. 
Clark  &  Son's,  38  Dey  street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


E.  T.,  Carbon,  Ind.— On  what  conditions  can  I 
procure  directions  for  making  an  incubator  on 
your  system,  also  the  price  of  Poultry  Keeper? 

Send  for  July  Poultry  Keeper,  price  five 
cents.  The  Poultry  Keeper  is  50  cents  per 
annum. 

C.  E.  H.,  Portland.  Or.— Is  it  injurious  to  young 
chicks  to  use  coal  oil  on  the  wooden  hovers  as  a 
preventive  of  lice ;  also  on  the  wooden  brood 
floor,  which,  however,  is  always  covered  with 
road  dust? 

The  coal  oil  (kerosene)  is  not  injurious  to 
fowls  or  chicks  when  so  used. 

T.L.S.,  Judd  Haven,  P.O.,  Out.,  Can— 1.  With 
wheat  screenings  at  60c,  barley  50c,  oats  30c.  corn 
60c  perbushel.does  it  pay  to  raise  spring  chickens 
for  sale  in  March  at  75c  per  pair,  of  four  pounds 
weight  ?  2.  Is  it  necessary  to  use  only  the  best 
grade  of  oil  in  lamps  for  brooders,  or  can  one 
use  crude  petroleum  ?  3.  Can  one,  by  particular 
care  and  attention,  avoid  the  probability  of  a 
brooder  lamp,  of  the  ordinary  cheap  kind,  burst- 
ing ?  and,  if  so,  what  precautions  are  necessary  ? 

1.  There  is  not  much  profit,  if  any,  at  such 
prices  for  birds.  2.  Use  only  high  test  kerosene 
3.  There  is  always  more  or  less  danger,  but  care 
will  avoid  it. 

R.  W.R.,  Bennington  Centre,  Vt.— In  lining  a 
hen  house  which  is  Dest  to  place  between,  saw- 
dust or  charcoal  dust? 

Probably  the  charcoal,  but  sawdust  answers, 
all  purposes  and  is  cheaper. 

W.  B.  G.,  New  Haven,  111.— I  have  some 
chickens  that  have  rough  legs,  please  tell  me  the 
cause  and  a  cure  for  it  in  your  next  paper?  I 
will  be  sure  to  find  it  as  I  read  every  word  in  it. 

See  article  on  scabby  legs  in  this  issue. 

S.  Bros.,  Deep  River,  Conn.— 1.  Are  sassafras 
poles  for  perches  better  to  keep  away  vermin 
than  any  other  kind?  2.  Do  you  know  of  any 
breed  of  fowls  called  the  Yankee  Beaters?  They 
are  said  to  be  a,  cross  between  the  Brown  Leg- 
horn and  Silver  Spangled  Haniburgs.  3.  Are 
fine  points  on  the  comb  considered  necessary  to 
a  good  breed  of  Plymouth  Rocks? 

1.  It  is  claimed  that  lice  dislike  the  odor  of 
sassafras,  but  some  readers  state  that  such  poles 
are  of  no  advantage.  2.  We  know  nothing  of 
such  a  breed.  3.  Not  necessary,  but  it  is  best  to 
breed  for  points,  to  preserve  purity. 

J.  H.  E.,  Box  1747,  Colorado  Springs,  Col.— 
What  is  the  best  foreign  journal  on  poultry  cul- 
ture? 

Vinton's  Fanciers'  Gazette,  9  New  Bridge 
street,  Ludgate  Circus.  London,  E.  C,  England. 

L.  H.  T.,  Newburyport,  Mass. — Will  you  please 
inform  me  through  the  Poultry  Keeper,  if 
possible,  the  scoring  points  for  the  straight 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  and  disqualifica- 
tions? 

Symmetry  10,  condition  8,  size  5,  head  8,  comb 
10,  earlobes  and  wattles  10,  neck  7,  back  7,  breast 
and  body  10,  wings  8,  tail  8,  fluff  2,  legs  and  toes 
7.   Total  100. 

E.  A.  B.,  Sonoma,  Cal.— Is  buckwheat  good  for 
growing  chicks  and  fowls?  I  never  fed  any, 
therefore  wish  your  opinion.  Corn,  barley  and 
buckwheat  are  reasonable,  but  we  will  have  to 
go  slow  on  wheat  if  the  ring  here  hold  their 
grip? 

Buckwheat  is  excellent,  bu<;  should  be  fed 
every  other  day. 

L.  B.  H.,  Danville,  Indiana.— Please  give  a  cure 
for  gapes? 

A  drop  o°  turpentine  on  a  bread  crumb,  twice 
a  day.  If  there  are  a  large  number,  subject  them 
to  the  fumes  of  carbolic  acid.  See  March,  which 
has  two  pages  on  gapes. 

C.  H.  W.  C,  Bow  Mills,  N.  H.— Once  in  a  great 
while,  when  we  kill  a  hen  we  find  a  bag  of  water- 
in  her  egg  passage,  sometimes  it  is  no  larger  than 
a  dove's  egg  and  sometimes  it  is  much  larger, 
sometimes  they  break  and  come  away  them- 
selves, then  the  hen  will  be  dirty  behind  for  a 
week  or  more.  What  is  the  cause  and  the 
remedy  ? 

Hen  is  too  fat  probably,  and  is  weak  in  the  re- 
productive organs,  the  case  being  of  same  nature 
as  egg  bound. 


Off-Color  in  Minorcas. 

If  a  few  black  feathers  come  on  the  White 
Minorcas  don't  labor  under  the  supposition  that 
you  have  been  swindled.  It  mill  happen,  even 
from  the  best  stock  sometimes.  The  blacks  will 
also  have  a  few  white  feathers  occasionally.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  to  select  carefully  and  breed 
out  all  imperfections  of  that  kind.  No  breeder 
keeps  any  White  Minorcas  to  breed  from  other 
than  pure  white,  but  they  will  throw  back  in 
spite  of  all  that  can  be  done,  at  times,  though 
they  will  be  better  and  better  every  year. 


Symmetry— Cutting  Twice. 

Why  make  such'a  fuss  about  cutting  twice  on 
the  same  sections  for  symmetry.  The  fact  is 
sections  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  more  than 
for  condition.  A  bird  is  cut  for  pale  comb,  for 
dull  eyes,  and  for  unclean  legs  and  toes.  He  is 
then  cut  on  those  sections  for  condition.  Hence, 
if  symmetry  is  left  out  of  the  standard  so  should 
condition.  But  the  bird  is  not  really  cut  fviee 
in  the  same  sections.  It  looks  droopy,  its  comb 
and  eyes  are  naturally  not  bright,  the  judge 
glances  at  the  entire  bird,  and  cuts  it  on  condi- 
tion as  a  whole.  So  with  symmetry.  The  lay  of 
a  sickle  feather  may  cause  a  cut  for  symmetry. 
The  bird  must  be  judged  as  a  whole  for  sym- 
metry. If  symmetry  is  left  out  for  causing  two 
cuts  so  must  condition. 


A  Trick  of  the  "Bosses," 

The  "bosses"  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  knowing  that  if 
the  standard  is  revised  the  work  would  be  done 
in  the  East  once  in  five  years,  and  in  the  West 
once  in  five  years,  hit  on  a  happy  thought.  Al- 
though the  President,  Secretary,  and  a  number 
of  the  members  were  at  the  New  York  show,  in 
1886,  and  a  meeting  could  have  been  held,  they 
shipped  over  it.  Why — because  if  the  meeting 
had  been  held  it  would  have  interfered  with  the 
programme.  By  skipping  over  a  year  it  brought 
an  even  number  (four  years)  and  so,  to  allay  sus- 
picion, the  next  meeting,  which  should  have  been 
in  1886,  (not  1887.)  was  called  at  St.  Louis,  so  as  to 
get  the  revision  done  where  the.ring  would  have 
the  majority  in  1888.  Now  they  have  the  impu- 
dence to  call  for  the  meeting  to  "be  in  the  East  as 
a  right  and  justice.  Cheek! 


Mr.  Roberts'  Suggestion, 

Let  every  reader  fall  into  line  and  accept  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Roberts,  Bennington 
Centre,  Vt.,  as  follows: 

"I  would  suggest  to  all  who  appreciate  the 
usefulness  and  energy  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
the  following:  One  new  subscriber  as  a  present 
to  the  editor.  I  will  send  ttuo,  if  I  have  to  pay 
for  them  myself,  and  I  would  pay  Jive  times  the 
cost  rather  than  do  without." 

We  appreciate  Mr.  R.'s  kind  suggestion,  but 
we  will  consider  ourselves  amply  repaid  if  each 
reader  will  only  drop  us  a  postal  card  giving 
names  of  any  persons  he  or  she  may  suppose  are 
interested  in  poultry.  They  need  not  ask  them. 
Only  send  names,  as  we  will  forward  sample 
copies. 


Do  You  Get  Yotir  Paper. 

If  you  miss  a  single  number  write  us.  We 
want  you  to  get  every  one  of  them.  If  you  do 
not  get  each  number  we  wish  to  know  it.  So 
drop  us  a  card. 


Next  month  we  will  give  a  description,  with 
cuts,  of  Dorkings,  including  the  great  importing 
establishment  of  F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 
In  the  meantime  those  who  wish  to  take  time  by 
the  forelock  will  look  over  his  advertisement  in 
another  column,  in  which  he  offers  a  reduction, 
as  he  offers  not  only  Dorkings  but  Minorcas  and 
Langshans. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
vour  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
vou  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50 cent  papers.  Or,  for  60 
cents  we  will  send  The  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  a  copy  of  Coates'  book,  "Small  Hints 
and  Poultry."  Just  the  book  for  every  one  who 
wants  to  prosper. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  the"* 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit"  bv  p.  H.  Jacok 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,  by  P.  H.Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs 
If  you  are  already  a  subscriber,  send  us  one  new 
subscriber  and  (50  cents  and  have  the  book  sent 
to  yourself,  or  three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80 
and  get  all  the  books. 
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Fertile  Eggs  in  Cold  Weather. 

Where  can  good  fertile  eggs  be  procured  for 
hatching  purposes  in  winter.  Mr.  E.  Bookhout, 
of  Cranford,  N.  J.,  gives  the  requisites  in  the 
following  letter,  saying: 

As  many  of  your  readers  will  start  their  incu- 
bators as  soon  as  their  birds  are  through  moult- 
ing, would  not  such  an  article  as  you  are  able  to 
Write  on  the  subject  of  Fertile  Eggs,  and  how 
to  produce  them  in  cold  weather,  the  diet  of  the 
birds,  shelter,  temperature,  matching  of  the 
fowls,  (their  age),  etc.,  be  of  interest  to  many  of 
your  subscribers. 

It  is  a  great  difficulty.  The  precautions  to  be 
taken  are  as  follows :  1.  Collect  the  eggs  often, 
to  prevent  them  from  becoming  severely  chilled 
or  frozen.  2.  The  hens  must  not  be  fat,  or  eggs 
will  not  hatch  well.  3.  Eggs  from  hens  fed  on 
lean  meat  ana  chop- 
ped clover,  with 
but  little  grain, 
hatch  best.  4.  Hens 
■oyer  two  years  old 
should  be  mated 
with  cocks  about 
thirteen  months  old 
while  pullets(  which 
should  not  be  lefS 
than  eight  months 
old,  of  the  large 
breeds)  should  be 
mated  with  cocks 
from  eighteen 
months  to  two  years 
■old.  5.  Avoid  heavy, 
•clumsy  cocks. Light 
or  medium  size 
males,  that  are  ac- 
tive, are  best.  6.  If 
possible,  heat  the 
poultry  house,  so 
that  the  tempera- 
ture is  not  below 
40  degrees.  7.  An 
open  shed,  closed 
on  all  sides  but  the 
south,  should  be 
-used  as  a  covered 
run,  but  not  as  a 

roosting  place  at  night.  8.  Medium  size  eggs 
are  best,  and  they  should  be  uniform  and  well- 
shaped.  9.  Keep  eggs  on  their  sides,  turning 
them  three  times  a  week,  till  used,  but  the 
fresher  the  egg  the  better.  10.  One  cock  with 
ten  hens  is  about  correct.  11.  Eggs  from  hens 
that  are  active,  and  which  keep  busy  scratching 
always  hatch.  12.  The  comb  and  wattles  of  both 
•cock  and  hens  must  not  become  frozen. 


at  it  side  wise  and  throw  it  over  his  shoulder. 
They  had  a  preference  for  food  of  a  white  color. 
They  did  not  refuse  milk  curds,  nor  bread 
crumbs  soaked  in  milk,  and  they  were  delighted 
with  chopped  onions.  As  they  grew  older  they 
began  to  eat  more  of  a  variety,  but  it  was  slow 
work.  They  would  prefer  to  pick  the  food  out 
of  the  hand  rather  than  to  eat  from  a  dish.  But 
as  the  brooder  was  warm  and  comfortable,  and 
no  lice  about,  they  grew  rapidly,  much  more  so 
than  those  with  turkey  liens,  and  did  not  droop 
once.  None  died  except  by  accident.  They 
were  kept  in  a  brooder,  in  a  house  5x7  feet  until 
nearly  two  months  old  (never  going  outside) 
when  they  were  allowed  in  a  little  yard  5x16 
feet.  At  five  months  they  weighed  11  pounds 
each,  and  have  been  permitted  outside  of  their 


FRANCIS  A.  nORTniER. 
President  American  Kiangshan  Club. 
Pottsville,  Pa. 


Wrong-  Again. 

Mr.  Felch  comes  out  with  the  following  item, 
which  has  been  going  the  rounds  of  the  poultry 
and  agricultural  journals: 

"Hens  do  not  turn  eggs  when  setting  on  them. 
"Why  should  they  be  turned  in  an  incubator  ? 
The  answer  no  man  can  give.  Until  a  chicken 
is  well  grown  you  can  not  turn  it  over,  as  the 
life-germ  is  always  on  the  top.  The  revolving 
of  an  egg  does  not  turn  the  yolk.  There  is  near- 
ly two  degrees  difference  in  the  upper  and  under 
parts  of  an  egg,  after  a  week's  time.  There  may 
be  a  good  reason  to  turn  the  eggs,  or  at  least  to 
stir  them  up  to  a  waken  exercise  in  the  germ  of 
life." 

No;  hens  do  not  turn  eggs  when  setting  on 
them,  but  when  going  on  the  nest  they  bring  the 
cool  ones  to  the  centre,  change  their  positions, 
and  press  them  in  place  with  the  motion  of  the 
body,  and  thus  turn 
them.  The  yolk  has 
nothing  to  do  with 
the  chick  u  n  t  i  1 
nearly  hatched. The 
chick  grows  from 
the  white  of  the 
egg,  and  turning 
the  eggs  is  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the 
yolk  but  to  equal- 
ize the  heat  through 
out  the  entire  egg. 
Mr.  Felch  has  had 
no  experience  with 
incubators  (as  he 
has  previously 
stated)  and  so  we 
will  inform  him  that 
comparisons  have 
been  made  in 
hatching  eggs  and 
those  frequently 
turned  always  gave 
the  best  results. 


MAJOR  «'.  M.  JOBDAM, 
Secretary  Hanimonton  Poultry  Associati  >n, 
Ilaninionton,  N.  J. 


A  PAIB  OF 


A  Condition 
Powder. 


Raising  Turkeys  in  Brooders. 

We  tried  raising  a  small  brood  of  turkeys'  in  a 
brooder.  They  were  very  choice  about  eating, 
and  we  had  to  treat  them  like  so  many  babies. 
Offer  one  some  chopped  meat,  and  he  would  look 


little  yard  since  they  were  three  months  old,  but 
they  do  not  go  fifty  yards  away,  and  seem  to 
know  nothing  about  the  art  of  "straying,"  or 
roaming  off.  They  are  so  gentle  that  they  will 
come  at  the  call  to  be  petted.  They  were  very 
troublesome  to  feed  until  two  months  old,  when 
they  knew  how  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
though  they  are  fed  yet  three  times  a  day,  but 
at  first  they  were  fed  every  two  hours.  We  do 
not  know  how  it  would  do  to  raise  a  large  num- 
ber in  this  mariner,  but  a  few  can  be  made  to 
thrive  wonderfully.  It  beats  the  old  way.  They 
were  of  the  pure  Bronze  variety. 


DOl  ITCI N  G  S.  yj  ) 

recommended  as  an 
excellent  condition  powder :  Mustard  seed,  16 
ounces;  fcenugreek,  10  ounces;  carbonate  of 
iron,  6  ounces ;  asafcetida,  1  ounce ;  capsicum,  4 
ounces ;  sulphur,  6  ounces ;  black  antimony,  2 
ounces;  gentian,  2  ounces;  ground  saffron,  2 
ounces ;  Peruvian  bark,  2  ounces ;  salt,  4  ounces ; 
charcoal,  12  ounces,  and  chalk  16  ounces.  Mix 
thoroughly,  and  give  a  tablespoonful  three  times 
a  week  for  every  ten  hens  in  the  soft  food. 


This  paper  only  25  cents  for  six  months,  on 
trial.  Cheap. 


Grow  ¥our  Own  Worms. 

To  those  in  search  of  a  substitute  for  meat  for 
chickens:  Take  any  barrel  or  dry-goods  box, 
bury  it  in  manure  to  the  edge,  put  a  layer  of 
manure  in  the  bottom  from  under  the  horses,  a 
layer  of  grain  (barley  is  the  best,  or  oats)  next 
and  so  on  until  the  barrel  is  full,  Protect 
against  rain,  snow  or  cold.  In  a  fortnight  or  so 
there  will  be  a  rich  supply  for  the  chicke*>  yard 
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MORE  ABOUT  INCUBATORS. 

Those  who  have  not  seen  July  Poultry 
Keeper  should  send  for  it  (price  only  five  cents) 
as  it  gives  details,  illustrations,  and  measure- 
ments for  making  the  Poultry  Keeper  incuba- 
tor. For  the  benefit  of  some  we  here  show  (Fig. 
1)  how  to  heat  with  a  lamp,  without  water,  and 
in  the  others  (Figs.  2,  3  and  4)  how  to  attach 
lamps  to  the  hot  water  incubator.  By  sending 
for  July  Poultry  Keeper  everything  will  be 
more  thoroughly  understood. 

Figure  1  is  a  mode  for  dispensing  with  the 
tank.  The  heater  is  simply  a  piece  of  zinc  for  a 
floor.  The  distance  from  zinc  floor  to  top  of  in- 
cubator (under  sawdust)  being  four  inches.  Any 


FIGURE  1. 

tinner  can  make  the  elbow,  which  should  fit 
snug  and  close  over  the  globe,  only  half  the  globe 
going  into  the  opening,  to  avoid  getting  it  too 
not,  but  it  is  best  to  have  a  tin  globe  made,  with 
a  mica  front,  to  see  the  flame.  The  heat  goes  in 
as  indicated  by  the  arrows.  The  top,  in  figure  1, 
is  removed.  "It  is  only  necessary  to  put  on  a 
board  top,  and  then  cover  with  sawdust,  the 
tubes  A  A  extending  through  the  sawdust.  Put 


FIGURE  2. 

a  little  clay  around  the  elbow  where  it  enters  the 
heater,  to  avoid  setting  the  wood  on  fire.  The 
tubes  A  A  are  set  on  the  zinc,  notched  at  the 
Dottom,  so  that  the  heat  can  escape.  They  are 
made  of  tin.  All  the  heat,  smoke,  and  gases  go 
into  the  heater  and  out  at  the  tubes.  B  is  where 
the  ventilation  goes  in.  In  all  other  respects  this 
Incubator  is  the  same  as  the  hot  water  incubator 
described  in  our  April  issue,  and  the  directions 


heated.  The  arrows  indicate  the  direction  of  the 
flow  of  the  water. 

Figure  4,  allows  the  water  in  the  tank  to  be 
heated  by  having  a  zinc  tube,  two  inches  in 
diameter,  which  allows  the  heat,  smoke,  and 
gases  to  pass  through  the  tube,  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  water.  The  discharge  and  return 
pipes.in  figure  8  are  one  inch  in  diameter.  The 
heaters  around  the  lamp  should  be  of  sheet  iron. 

DIRECTIONS. 

Full  directions  for  operating  are  given  in  July 
Poultry  Keeper,  but,  in  reply  for  further  in- 
formation, we  will  add  the  following: 

1st.  It  does  no  harm  if  the  temperature  gets  as 
low  as  75°.  It  is  the  high  heat  that  damages,  and 
it  should  not  go  over  106°.  Keep  heat  as  near 
103°  as  possible. 

2d.  When  the  drawer  is  opened  frequently  it  is 
not  the  change  of  temperature,  but  the  loss  of 
moisture  from  evaporation,  that  causes  chicks 
to  die  in  the  shell. 

3d.  But  little  moisture  is  required  until  the 
second  week.  Then,  after  turning  the  egg, 
and  all  is  in  readiness  to  shut  the  drawer, 
spray,  (not  sprinkle)  the  eggs  profusely,  with 
water  at  a  temperature  of  106°,  and  shut 
drawer  quickly,  so  as  to  prevent  loss  of  heat 
and  moisture. 

4th.  When  eggs  begin  to  hatch  spray  them 
well,  shut  drawer,  and  keep  it  stmt  until 
hatch  is  done.  It  will  not  injure  chicks  to  re- 
main in.  It  is  fatal  to  open  the  drawer,  not 
so  much  on  account  of  the  cooling,  but  the 
loss  of  moisture  and  chilling  caused  by  evap- 
oration. 

5th.  The  air  tube  in  front  gives  plenty  of  air- 
Draughts  of  air  take  away  the  moisture. 

6th.  If  thermometer  gets  up  to  110°,  it  is  not 
necessarily  fatal.  Open  the  drawer,  and  allow 
the  eggs  to  cool  in  such  cases ;  then  spray,  and 
shut  it. 

7th.  You  can  get  a  sprayer  at  any  rubber  store. 
Use  sponges,  and  do  not  spray  until  after  the 
second  week.  Opening  the  drawer  frequently 
causes  evaporation,  which  chills  the  eggs  more 
than  is  perceptible.  Hence,  spray  the  last  of 
all  other  work,and  shut  up  the  drawer.  Keep 
bulb  of  thermometer  on  a  fertile  egg.  Do 
not  go  on  the  principle  that  there  is  .not 
enough  air.  That  is  where  the  majority  get 
wrecked.  The  main  point  is  to  have  plenty 
of  moisture  at  time  of  hatching ;  and  after 
the  eggs  begin  to  hatch,  and  the  moisture  ar- 
ranged, leave  the  incubator  to  itself  until 
the  work  is  done.  Or,  at  least,  do  not  open 
§\  the  drawer  unless  positively  compelled. 

REGULATORS. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Hayne,  of  Sagerville,  Iowa, 
sr  sends  drawing  of  a  regulator,  which  he  de- 
scribes as  follows : 
Figure  1  is  a  traverse  section  of  the  instrument 
and  Figure  2  a  top  view  of  the  same.  One-half 
actual  size.  Scale,  six  inches  to  foot.  TP  is  a 
wooden  block,  12  inches  long  and  1  inch  square. 
W-\  is  also  wood,  the  shape  shown,  with  a  slit  to 
O,  which  pinches  the  wood  scpew  I,  fastened  on 


BROODERS. 

We  also  give  additional  brooders,  although 
June  and  August  Poultry  Keepers  have  a 
large  number  of  designs.  Mr.  O.  B.  Mowry, 
Cloverdale,  Cal.,  gives  the  following  description 
of  a  home-made  brooder,  which  he  states  has 
been  very  successful.  He  says:  The  enclosed 
are  intended  to  show  back  and  front.  It  rests 
on  the  box  at  back,  and  legs  shown  at  front. 


CALIFORNIA  BROODER  (FrOUt  View.) 

Made  mine  from  scraps  of  matched  flooring, 
and  estimating  lumber  at  full  cost  of  $28.00  per 
thousand  feet,  the  whole  affair  cost  just  $£oo. 
The  heater  is  an  oblong  box,  with  galvanized- 
iron  top,  and  removable  back,  held  in  place  by 
cleats  on  inside  and  hooks  at  ends.  Must  have 
a  number  of  holes  at  back  to  give  the  lamps  air. 
Galvanized-iron  top  has  a  deflector  on  side  next 
lamps.  It  is  a  piece  of  same  iron,  raised  about 
three-quarter  inch  on  corner  supports.  We  use  a 
long,  narrow  deflector,  and  two  of  the  smallest 
size  night  lamps.  This  top  is  laid  in  red  lead,, 
and  is  gas-tight.  Sloping  back  is  of  wood,  and  is 
held  in  place  by  cleats  fitting  close  to  sides,  so- 


California  brooder  (Back  View). 
that  it  is  removable.  Glass  sash  on  other  slope,, 
the  same.  The  small  sash  in  front  is  held  Dy- 
buttons,  but  would  make  it  of  wire  next  time, 
and  omit  the  side  ventilator.  Dotted  lines  show 
a  division  running,  from  top  of  mother,  part  wajr 
up,  and  prevents  chicks  from  getting  on  top  of 
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FIGURE  3. 

for  operating  are  the  same.  No  hot  watertfsused 
for  heating  it,  hot  air  being  substituted. 

Figure  2  shows  the  incubator  complete,  the 
tubes  extending  above  the  sawdust  top,  as  men- 
tioned. 

Figure  3  is  the  tank  of  the  hot  water  incubator 
described  in  July  issue.  The  lamp  heats  a  cir- 
cular (or  square)  boiler,  the  hot  water  rising  and 


figure  4. 

passing  into  the  tank  through  the  long  tube  and 
returning  by  the  short  tube.  A  is  the  faucet, 
and  £  the  tube  for  pouring  hot  water  into  the 
tank.  It  is  not  expected  that  this  mode  will 
fully  heat  the  water.but  keeps  it  warm  after  being 


at  one-end,  as  shown,  with  two  screws.  At  the 
end  of  If"  and  TT-1  are  the  binding  cups  (C)  for 
holding  the  copper  wire  which  connects  with 
bell(^)  and  battery  (X)  from  these  to  cup  C-l. 
The  thermometric  bar  is  constructed  of  one  steel 
and  one  rubber  bar.  The  first  is  11  inches  long, 
the  hard  rubber  bar  is  10  inches  long,  both  one- 
half  inch  wide,  one-eighth  inch  thick,  riveted 
with  copper  rivet  ( T)  at  five  equidistant  places. 
This  bar  is  screwed  on  one  end  of  W  (the  wood 
block),  with  the  cup  (C-l)  and  a  common  wood 
screw.  Before  fastening,  place  a  small  piece  of 
wood  (E),  an  inch  square  and  one-eighth  inch 
thick.  Between  block  and  bar,  about  one 
and  one-half  inches  from  the  other  end  of 
block,  make  a  hole  for  screw  (J).  Also  gauge 
out  for  head  of  screw,  as  shown.  This  com- 
pletes the  whole  instrument. 

Now  to  set  it  for  use.  Fasten  in  incubator 
or  brooder  horizontally,  so  that  the  edges 
of  the  bar  will  be  up  and  down,  at  the  level 
with  the  eggs.  When  the  heat  has  reached 
as  high  as  you  wish  it  to  get.  turn  screw  J"  un- 
til it  touches. the  bar;  for  cold,  leave  incu- 
bator to  lowest  point  you  wish  also,  then 
turn  screw  I  as  before,  which  will  com- 
plete the  circuit.  The  alarm  (B)  will  ring  at 
either  point  of  temperature.  The  wood  must 
be  shellaced  or  painted  all  around  to  insure  dry- 
ness. 

The  parts  required  can  be  bought  of  any  rub- 
ber store  or  place  where  electrical  apparatus  is 
sold,  and  need  not  be  expensive. 


AN  INCUBATOR  REGULATOR. 

mother.  May  also  be  wire.  Ventilation  holes 
are  just  above  mother,  which  is  of  cloth  (open 
texture),  and  has  hanging  fringes  all  over  bot- 
tom, and  at  edge  next  front.  Cover  iron  with 
burlap  or  old  sack,  and  floor  with  sand.  Many- 
prefer  heat  coming  down  on  chicks.  For  this* 
sink  iron  described  an  inch  below  top  of  box, 
and  put  another  sheet  of  iron  on  the  top,  bend- 
ing back  up  at  right  angles  to  within  a  half  inch 
of  mother,  and  place  three  or  more  pieces  of 
wood  upright  behind  the  turned-up  part  to  keep- 
it  away  from  back  wall.  Bore  holes  for  air 
through  edge  of  box  under  floor  to  this  inch, 
space.  The  floor  will  then  be  hot,  and  also  a 
current  of  hot  air  be  supplied  at  top.  The  mother 
is  removable,  and  is  a  light  frame,  covered  with 
cloth  as  described.  Would  have  ventilator  on 
one  side  only,  or  in  front  to  prevent  drafts.  Be- 
sure  the  wal'l  at  back  is  tight.  When  the  cover 
and  sash  are  off,  and  mother  removed,  there  is 
only  a  straight  floor  to  clean,  and  that  can  be 
done  in  five  minutes. 


A  lady  in  Massachusetts  gives  a  plan  of 
brooder  also,  and  gives  it  thus:  First  make  a 
box  5  feet  long  by  2%  feet  wide  and  1  foot  deep. 
The  boards  on  the  bottom  of  the  box  must  be 
plowed  and  matched,  as  I  put  fine  sand  on  the 
bottom.  After  that  is  made,  put  a  partition 
across  the  middle  of  the  box,  widthwise,  with 
little  places  (D)  for  the  chicks  to  run  through. 
This  partition  must  be  the  same  depth  as 
the  box.  One-half  of  the  box  leave  for  them 
during  the  dav,  heat,  etc. ;  the  other  half  make- 
a  partition  or  inside  case  on  three  sides  having- 
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it  fit  against  the  middle  partition.  There  must 
be  a  space  between  this  partition  and  the  out- 
side 01  about  two  inches,  and  the  same  in  depth. 
In  this  space  auger  holes  must  be  made  for  the 
cold  air.  Then  a  cover  must  be  made  of  common 
cotton  cloth,  with  pieces  sewed  on  to  fall  down 
on  the  cnicks;  this  cloth  (JB)  stretched  on  a 
light  frame,  and  little  supports  of  wood  to  hold 
it  up  so  that  the  chicks  will  not  have  to  bear  the 
weight.  In  the  back  corners  I  tacked  pasteboard 
(O shown  in  dotted  lines)  so  as  to  make  it  round 


PLAN  OF  BROODER. 

Instead  of  a  square  corner.  Then  a  board  cover 
to  fit  over  top  of  half  of  the  box ;  this  cover  to 
be  movable.  Then  turn  the  brooder  upside  down 
and  tack  on  pieces  of  wood  one  inch  thick  on  the 
four  corners  of  the  right  half,  and  upon  these 
fasten  a  piece  of  zine(^l)  large  enough  to  cover 
this  half  of  the  brooder.  Then  put  the  brooder 
on  legs,  set  a  lamp  under  the  zinc,  and  your 
brooder  is  ready  for  use.  I  made  mine,  and  it 
cost  less  tlian  two  dollars. 

In  the  illustration  the  little  squares  (comers) 
are  the  supports  for  the  cloth.  The  small  dots 
show  the  auger  holes,  while  the  curve  shows 
where  the  pasteboard  goes. 

TESTING  THE  THERMOMETER. 

If  you  have  a  reliable  thermometer — one  that 
you  know  to  be  reliable,  all  that  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  test  a  thermometer,  is  to  place  the 
new  ones  by  the  side  of  the  reliable  one,  in  a 
bowl  of  water,  the  water  to  be  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  110  degrees.  The  bulbs  must  be  on  a 
level  in  the  water,  and  not  have  one  deeper  in 
the  bowl  than  the  others,  as  water  is  cooler  at 
the  bottom  than  at  the  top.  Let  the  water  cool 
down  to  100  degrees,  and  compare  the  thermom- 
eters as  the  water  gradually  cools,  as  some  will 
vary  at  certain  degrees  and  be  the  same  at 
others.  If  you  have  no  reliable  thermometer 
place  the  bulb  of  your  new  one  under  the  wing 
of  a  hen,  close  the  wing  to  the  body,  and  let 
the  bulb  touch  it.  It  should  record  104  degrees. 
Try  it  on  several  hens,  as  occasionally  there  is  a 
hen  whose  temperature  is  higher  or  lower  than 
the  others.  Place  the  thermometer  also  be- 
tween one  of  the  thighs  and  the  body,  or  in  any 

Elace  where  the  bulb  is  pressed  close  to  the 
ody  and  protected  from  the  air.  If  it  records, 
say  100,  operate  it  at  100,  for  the  true  heat  is  104, 
as  you  can  allow  for  any  difference.  It  matters 
not  if  the  thermometer  is  incorrect,  as  long  as 
you  know  it. 

We  suggest  to  those  who  have  not  seen  the  P- 
K.  before  to  send  for  back  numbers,  beginning 
with  June,  which  will  cost  only  25  cents  for  the 
whole:  Each  number  is  worth  $5,  and  you  will 
not  part  with  them. 

The  Dorking  Headquarters. 

On  first  page  we  give  the  countenances  of  two 
prominent  importers  of  Dorkings— Mr.  Francis 
A.  Mortimer,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  Major 
Charles  M.  Jordan,  of  Hammonton,  N.  J.  Mr. 
Mortimer  is  a  young  lawyer,  born  in  1855,  and 
Major  Jordan,  who  does  not  wish  his  age  known, 
was  an  old  soldier  of  the  late  war.  But  as  Morti- 
mer often  runs  down  to  see  the  Major  (the  Major 
keeps  a  good  table)  with  the  liberal  feeding 
Mortimer  receives  and  the  interest  both  take  in 
chickens,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  are  fast 
friends,  and  together  spare  no  expense  to  get  the 
best  Dorkings  in  England.  Mortimer  makes 
imported  birds  a  specialty,  Minorcas,  Langshans, 
and  Dorkings  being  brought  over  during  nearly 
every  month  in  the  year,  while  the  Major,  though 
he  lhatches  hundreds  of  broilers,  makes  a  spec- 
ialty of  Dorkings  alone,  but  raises  Leghorns, 
Plymouth  Kocks  and  some  other  breeds. 

With  the  above  in  reference  to  two  importers, 
who  claim  they  have  the  "headquarters"  of  the 
Dorkings  we  will  state  that  the  Dorking  in  En- 


gland is  considered  the  ideal  bird  of  all  breeds 
for  the  table.  Plenty  of  meat  on  the  breast,  fine- 
grained flesh,  of  excellent  quality,  compact 
heavy  bodies,  and  good  layers,  sitters,  and  moth- 
ers, they  have  been  slow  in  making  progress  in 
America  only  on  account  of  the 
foolish  preference  in  favor  of 
yellow  legs.  According  to  the 
Vinton's  (London)  Fanciers' 
Gazette,  the-  great  quality  of  the 
Dorking  is,  as  we  have  already 
stated,  the  quality  of  its  flesh, 
which  is  of  a  peculiarly  delicate 
color,  texture,  and  flavor. 
Coarseness  of  flesh  or  dryness 
to  the  taste  denotes  some  cross, 
but  a  well-led,  plump,  Dorking 
chicken  is  such  a  dish  that  any- 
one may  be  proud  of.  It  is  very 
fine  flavored  and  of  rich  qual- 
ity. The  meat  is,  too,  in  the 
best  place,  namely,in  the  breast 
the  wing,and  the  merrythought, 
andtliere  is  very  little  indeed  on 
the  thighs,  where  it  is  always 
dryer  and  fuller  of  sinews  than 
on  the  breast.  Those  who  know 
nothing  of  this  breed  would  be 
surprised  at  the  long  broad 
slices  that  can  be  cut  off  the 
breast  of  a  fowl  of  this  vari- 
ety, and  in  this  respect  it  rivals  a  pheasant 
or  a  grouse— one  wonders  where  all  the  meat 
comes  from.  It  is  a  case  of  cutting  and  coining 
again.  The  great  depth  of  body  on  a  Dorking 


monly  seen,  and  on  the  whole  is  the  best  for 
some  purposes.  It  is  in  the  hackles  black  and 
white,  and  the  breast,  wing  coverts  and  tail 
feathers  are  black  glossed  with  green,  and  the 
comb  is  single.  The  Silver-grey  is  not  quite  so 


GREY  DORKINGS 

large  in  body,  but  is  the  handsomer  in  appear- 
ance. In  it  the  hackles  and  wings  are  silver- 
grey,  and  the  breast,  thighs,  and  tails  are  rich 
black.  The  Cuckoo  is  blHck  and  white,  evenly 
mixed  all  through,  and  the  white  is  an  even  self- 
color.  The  conibs  of  Silver-greys  and  Whites  are 
rose,  and  Cuckoos  either  rose  or  single.  The 
Whites  and  Cuckoos  are  said  to  be  good  layers, 
probably  from  the  fact  that  they  have  not  been 
bred  so  systematically  for  the  show-pen.  We 
have  not  attempted  a  minute  description  of  show- 
birds,  which  would  take  up  more  room  than  we 
can  give. 

No  one  can  claim  that  any  variety  of  Dorkings 
are  good  layers.  From  sixty  to  a  hundred  eggs 
per  annum  is  about  the  average  number  laid  by 
them  during  the  first  two  years,  after  which  they 
decrease  in  fecundity.  It  is  true  the  eggs  are 
large  and  well-flavored,  but  that  does  not  make 
up  where  quantity  is  desirable.  The  most  serious 
objection  to  the  breed  is  that  it  is  so  delicate, 
and  only  in  favorable  places  can  be  reared. 
This  delicate  nature  does  not  arise  from  its  in- 
ability to  stand  cold,  for  we  have  seen  large 
numbers  of  Dorkings  in  the  north-east  of  Scot- 
land. But  a  damp  place  is  fatal  to  it.  There  ia 


chicken  explains  this,  and  in  order  to  keep  up  so 
marked  a  characteristic,  when  breeding  the  ob- 
ject is  to  obtain  the  body  as  square  as  possible, 
the  frame  forming  without  the  head,  tail,  and 
teet,  almost  a  perfect  square,  allowing,  of  course, 
for  the  natural  rotundity  at  the  corners.  The 
back  should  be  broad  with  a  proportionate  width 
at  the  chest,  and  the  whole  appearance  is  a  big 
body  on  shortish  shanks. 

In  a  fowl  which  is  designed  for  the  table  size  is 
much  sought  after,  and  in  the  colored  variety 
especially  very  big  birds  are  produced,  cockerels 
weighing  8  to  11  lbs.,  and  adult  cocks  10  to  14  lbs. 
As  this  is  not  made  up  of  big  bones  (for  the  bones 
of  the  Do'-'-ingsare  thin  and  light),  heavy  thighs 
and  legs,  t  ;ere  is  a  very  great  deal  of  eating  on 
one  of  the  ,e  fowls.  Some  varieties  have  a  single, 
and  others  a  rose  comb,  but  in  all  cases  the  head 
is  large  yet  withal  neat.  The  wattles  are  large 
and  pendant,  the  neck  is  short,  taper,  and  with  a 
full  hackle.  One  great  secret  of  this  bird's  posi- 
tion is  its  white  legs  and  feet,  which  are,  or  ought 

to  be— for  many  exhibition  birds  fall  short  in  this  A  dorking  capon. 

respect— pure  white,  without  any  tinge  of  red-  no  more  difficulty  in  rearing  the  variety  than 
ness.  And  they  ought  also  to  be  perfectly  free  any  other.  In-breeding  must  also  be  avoided, 
from  feathers,  winch  would  be  a  certain  proof  of  and  from  the  heavy  body,  and  the  not  propor- 
aJri°.?sA       t  *  ~   ■-  tionate'y  heavy  legs,  old  birds  are  very  subject 

Theie  are  four  varieties  of  Dorkings,  namely,  to  the  disease  known  as  "bumble  foot,"  an  in- 
Colored,  Silver-greys,  Cuckoos,  and  Whites.  We  ilammation  and  enlargement  of  the  ball  of  the 
do  not  include  in  this  list  the  ordinary  Sussex  foot,  But  in  favorable  places,  where  table  fowls 
fowl,  which,  though  doubtless  one  of  the  same  are  wanted  first  of  all,  Dorkings  can  be  recom- 
mended, as  the  birds  grow  very 
rapidly  and  to  a  great  size,  and 
the  white  feet,  as  well  as  the 
beautiful  flesh,  make  it  a  uni- 
versal favorite.  In  the  London 
markets  it  commands  the  high- 
est prices  always. 

As  capons  they  have  no  equalt 
especially  if  pushed  in  growth. 
Crossed  with  the  Brahmas, 
Cochins,  Langshans,  Plymouth 
Rocks,  or  Wyandottes,  they 
produce  grand  capons  and  su- 
perb broilers.  The  caponizing 
of  the  male  causes  the  comb 
to  disappear,  and  the  bird  loses 
its  masculine  appearance,grow- 
ing  much  faster,  and  is  kept  at 
a  smaller  cost.  There  is  quite 
a  difference  in  the  quality  of 
the  flesh  also,  the  capon  being 
.-        ^  HBW    nearly  equal  to  the  turkey,  and 

MKmKffiSS^B^B^S^S^^*~      even  "sells  at  a  much  higher 
white  dorkings.  Fice  than  the  turkeys  in  mar- 

family,  is  not  seen  out  of  that  county  and  Surrey,  |  cents  ner  nonnd  6  ha  vf™  h?en  outlined  for 
™out  ^hic*  ™e  Khave  more  to  say  short- 1  choice  birds,  while  25  cents  was  not  unusual, 
ly.  The  colored  is  the  largest  and  most  com-  There  is  but  little  risk  incurred  in  caponizing, 
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which  is  done  when  the  birds  are  about  three 
months  old,  and  the  effect  is  the  same  as  that 
in  the  case  of  animals,  the  capon  being  to  the 
cock  what  the  barrow  is  to  the  boar  or  the  steer 
to  the  bull.  A  capon  will  leave  the  company  of 


COLORED  DORKINGS. 

the  cocks  and  associate  with  the  hens,  and 
becomes  in  disposition  the  same  as  a  hen, 
even  being  willing  to  hover  chicks,  taking  good 
care  of  them,  and  longer  than  will  the  hen. 


Better  starve  a  hen  down  than  to  have  her  too 
fat.  All  hens'are  fat  when  they  wish  to  hatch. 
A  poor  hen  never  sets. 

Don't  "break  up"  a  sitting  hen.  It  is  lost 
time.  Let  her  get  rid  of  her  fat,  and  she  will 
lay  more  eggs  in  the  end. 

Laying  hens  and  hens 
for  the  market  should 
not  be  kept  together. 
They  do  not  require  the 
same  kind  of  food. 

The  cheapest  mode  of 
getting  rid  of  lice  in  the 
hen  house  is  to  dissolve  a 
pound  of  soap  in  a  wash- 
boiler  of  water.  Let  it 
come  to  a  boil,  add  one 
quart  of  kerosene,  and 
sprinkle,  while  hot,  over 
every  part  of  henhouse. 

For  gapes  give  one  drop 
of  spirits  turpentine  on  a 
bread  crumb  twice  a  day. 

For  the  large  body  lice 
rub  a  few  drops  of  a  mix- 
ture of  10  drops  carbolic 
acid  and  a  teacup  of  lard, 
on  the  heads  and  necks. 

To  keep  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing turn  them  three  times 
a  week,  and  keep  them 
in  a  cool  place,  where  they 
will  not  freeze.  They  will  then  keep  a  month. 

To  preserve  eggs  for  market  do  the  same  as 
above,  but  remove  the  cocks  from  the  hens.  No 
packing  will  be  necessary. 


FRRQ  FROM  L  BRAHMAS,  SI  PER  13 

LUUO        J.J.  TRENHAM.  Pinnacle,  N.  _Y. 


BJ.  LEWIS,  Gwynedd,  Pa.,  (35  years  a 
•  breeder)  has  for  sale  Poultry,  Pigeons,  Pet 
Animals,  Bone,  Shell,  Beef  Scraps,  and  Eggs  for 
hatching.   Write  for  wants  and  price  list. 


FOR  SikLE. 

PUKE  ST.  BERNARD  PUPS,  males,  $25; 
females,  §15.  Scotch  Collies,  males,  S8,  females,  ?5. 
ROBINSON  A  HASTINGS,  Vulcan,  Mich. 


QILUER  SPANGLED  HAMBURGS ! 

V  First  prize  and  cup  winners  at  New  York  City, 
1SS4-5-G.   200  choice  birds  for  sale. 

S.  O.  MIX  ER,  Rrattleboro,  Vt. 


IMIUfiDPIlG  While  and  Rlack,  LASC. 
I'llllUnlsnO.  SIIANS.WHITEDORKINGS 

and  RED  CAPS,  my  own  Importations.  Also 
White  Pi?  mouth  Rocks,  Wh.  Wyantlottes, 
Kofi* Cochins,  Pekin  Ducks,  &e.  Also  Fancy 
Pigeons  ami  Kantams,  and  Rest  Incubator 
:?n«l  Brooder.  Stamp  for  circular.  J.  E.  HAR- 
RIS. Cinnaminson,  N.  J. 

,OR  SAEE.— Pair  and  trio  each  of  Wyandottes, 
ft.  and  S.  C.  White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  S.  S. 
Hamburgs,  Plymouth  Rocks.  B.  B.  R.  Games.  Dark. 
Brahmas,  White  Crested  Black  Polish,  Spanish. 
High  scoring  birds  £4.00  a  pair,  $<>.00  a  trio,  shipped 
at  single  rates.  Also  an  8x12  printing  press  and  type, 
cost  §200.00.  Price,  S90.00,  all  new.  J.  T.  Fletcher. 
Clarion,  Pa. 


F 


Points  to  be  Pasted  Up. 

The  best  remedy  for  roup  is  to 

(give  the  bird  a  pill  of  assafostida  as 

Targe  as  a  bean,  twice  a  day,  and  to 
'inject,  at  the  same  time,  two  drops 

Wising  a  sewing  machine  oilcan)  of 

the  following  mixture,  in  each  nos- 
tril, and  four  drops  down  the  throat 

— bromo-ehloralum    one  dra-inn, 

water  one  drachm,  carbolic  acil  10 
•drops.     Keep  the  bird  in  a  dry 

warm  place.  Roup  may  be  kuown 

•by  foul  odor,  discharge  from  tlie 

inostrils,  hoarse  breathing.and  some- 
times swelled  head  and  closed 
■eyes.  Treat  in  the  same  manner 

for  canker,  or  swelled  head  and 

■eyes,  but  in  the  latter  case  bathe 

the  head  with  a  warm  solution  made 

'by  dissolving  a  teaspoon  ful  of  bora- 

•cic  acid  in  a  pint  of  water,  using  a 

•soft  sponge  and  then  anoint  with  a 

ifew  drops  of  glycerine.  Separate 

sick  birds  from  the  others. 
When  your  birds  have  swelled 

heads  or  eyes,  or  hoarse  breath- 
ing,   ten  chances  to  one  you  have 

a  crack  or  crevice  in  your  poul- 
try house,  or   draughts  .come  in 

from  the  top  ventilator.    The  top 

ventilator  has  killed  thousands. 

Don't  be  too  anxious  for  ventila- 
tion in  winter.  You  will  have  more 

difficulty  keeping  the  cold  air  out 

than  to  let  it  in.    Fowls  dislike 

winds  and  draughts. 
When  alien's  comb  becomes  frost- 

<ed  she  will  not  lay  until  it  heals. 

Rub  a  few  drops  of  glycerine  on  the 

combs  and  wattles  two  or  three 

^times  a  week. 

Drinking  water  must  be  so  sriven 

ithat  the  combs  and  wattles  should 

■not  get  wet.    The.  best  way  to  give 

water  is  to  place  warm  water  before 

the  hens  three  times  a  day  in  winter. 
A  fat  hen  is  a  poor  layer,  and  if 

she  lays  any  eggs  at  all  they  will 

•either  fail  to    hatch  or  produce 

deformed  and  weak  chicks.  Soft- 
shelled  eggs,  double-yolk  eggs,  and 

other  irregularities,  indicate  that 

:the  liens  are  too  fat. 

The  best  food  for  producing  eggs 

ds  to  give  chopped  clover  and,  chop-" 

ped  meat,  mixed,  and  scalded,  witli  a  little 

ground  grain  sprinkled  over  it.  in  the  mornins. 

•led  early  and  warm.  Give  nothing  more  until 

.an  hour  before  roosting  time,  then  scatter  wheat 
in  litter  of  some  kind  and  make  the  hens  scratch 

<forit.    Give  all  the  milk  they  will  drink.  The 

ihens  must  be  kept  warm  in  order  to  lay.  Feeil 

•corn  only  twice  a  week. 

One  of  the  best  crosses  for  broilers  is  a  Wyan- 
dotte cock  and  Brahma  hen,  or  a  Dorking  cock 
with  Brahma  or  Cochin  hens.  Plymouth  Rock 
or  Doniinick  cocks  with  large  liens  also  pro- 
duce fine  broilers. 

To  make  the  regular  roup  pills  tnke  one  ounce 
assafostida,  ten  grains  rea  pepper,  25  drops  car- 
bolic acid,nalf  drachm  sulphur. 1  drachm  ground 
saffron,  and  20drops  tincture  of  iron.  Mix  well, 
and  if  it  gets  hard  soften  with  castor  oil.  A  pill 
as  large  as  a  bean,  twice  a  day,  is  sufficient. 

It  pays  to  feed  meat,  fresh  from  the  butcher, 
even  at  20  cents  a  pound,  in  winter,  if  egsrs  are 
high.  Use  a  pound  of  lean  meat,  chopped  for 
20  hens  daily. 

When  chicks  have  bowel  disease  in  winter, 
and  crowd  in  the  brooder,  it  means  that  they  do 
aot  have  ai«mgh  heat. 


JERSEY  BLUES.— Bred  by  John  E.  Diehl,  Beverly,  New  Jersey. 


For  cholera  add  a  teaspoonful  of  liquid  car- 
bolic acid  to  a  pint  and  a -half  of  water.  Mix 
their  food  with  the  water,  and  give  the  fowls  no 
other  water  to  drink.  Cholera  is  indicated  by 
great  thirst,  gasenish  droppings  (changing  to 
yellow  and  white  color)  prostration,  and  a 
nervous,  anxious  expression. 

Clover  hay.  chopped  fine,  and  steeped  a  few 
minutes  in  '  oiling  water,  makes  the  best  and 
cheapest  green  food  in  winter. 

If  ordinary  bowel  disease  occurs  change  the 
food,  and  give,  once  a  day,  to  ten  hens,  a  ten- 
spoonful  of  the  following  mixture:— Ground 
saffron,  gentian,  anil  ginger,  each,  one  ounce; 
salt  a  teaspoonful :  charcoal,  half  an  ounce: 
ground  red  oak  bark,  half  an  ounce;  red  pep- 
per, a  teaspoonful.  Mix  well  and  give  it  in  the 
soft  food. 

The  best  way  to  feed  soft  food  is  bran  one 
morning,  corn-meal  and  ground  oats  the  next; 
and  a  mixture  of  bran. corn-meal, and  middlings 
the  next,  scalded,  and  fed  warm.  Never  feed 
quite  enough  in  the  morning.  Let  the  hens  be 
hungry,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  scratch.  At 
night  give  them  all  thev  will  eat.  Give  nothing 
at  noon. 


I  rOR  SALE.— Choice  Laced  and  W.  Wyandottes,  S. 
P  C.  B.  Leghorns.  R.J. McLaughlin,  E.Cleveland,  O 

TS.  PHILLIPS,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  breeds  Bl. 
,  Cochins,  P.  Cochins,  Langshans,  R.  and  S.  C. 
W.andB.  Leghorns,  W.  and  B.  Minorca*,  W.  and 
L.  Wyandotte-.  W.  and  S.  P.  Rocks,  Lt.  and  Bark 
Brahmas.    Electros  at  bottom  prices.    Send  for  cir. 


IF  YOU  WANT  YOUR 
21F.NS  TO  1AY  i> 
WINTER, 

FEED 


EGG  FOOD 


i 

It  is  positively  the  best  and  WILL  make  them  lay. 
Paysfor  itself  ten  times  every  thirty  days.  lib.  pMjs, 
25c.;  lb.  pkgs,50c.  Special  P^ccs  'n  bulk  Foi 
sale  by  druggists  and  grocers.  \\  e  will  send  owoauc. 
nkes,  express  charges  paid,  on  receipt  oi  n  .  1 1}  it. 
it  will  make  you  money.  Send  stamp,  and  get  free  W. 
8-page  book  on  the  "Care  and  Diseases  ot  1  oultry, 
and  How  toMakeH^B^tn  ™»^OODCO 

2590  Broadway.  Cleveland,  O. 
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[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out ;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultky 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 


A  Huge  Egg— Me.  A.  A.  Clark,  Oquawka,  111. 
— "I  send  weight  of  an  egg  laid  by  one  of  my 
hens.  Who  can  beat  it.  It  weighs  1)4  ounces, 
and  measures  7%  inches  around  one  way,  and 
9}4  the  other." 

A  Heavy  Brahma— Mr.  F.  P.  Dowell,  Hart- 
well  City,  Indiana:  "1  have  a  flock  of  standard 
Light  Brahmas,  and  weighed  a  cockerel  three 
months  and  six  days  old,  and  he  reached  7% 
pounds.  Can  any  of  the  readers  beat  it."  [It 
would  be  rather  difficult.— Ed.] 

Persian  Insect  Powder. — Mr.  W.  E.  Patter- 
son, Rose  Point,  Pa. — "I  notice  in  this  month's 
Keeper  (Oct.)  that  you  tell  us  something 
about  lice.  I  use  Persian  insect  powder 
and  Scotch  snuff,  equal  parts,  and  find  that  in  a 
few  minutes  after  the  fowls  have  been  dusted 
with  the  mixture  not  a  living  louse  remains.  I 
think  there  is  nothing  better  for  ridding  fowls 
of  vermin.  In  applying  it  dust  well  among  the 
feathers,  using  a  box  with  a  perforated  lid." 

Gapes  in  Yodng  Chicks.— Mr.  R.  H.  Landis, 
Lincoln,  Pa.— "I  know  of  no  positive  cure  for 
gapes,  but  I  know  of  a  positive  prevention.  The 
secret  is  to  keep  them  free  from  lice,  and  they 
will  never  have  gapes.  I  have  tried  it,  and  am 
convinced  that  lice  deposit  eggs  which  find  their 
way  to  the  wind  pipe,  breed,  and  turn  to  the 
gape  worm.  To  keep  off  the  lice,  I  take  a  tobac- 
co dampener,  or  a  small  sprinkler,  fill  it  with 
coal-oil,  and  sprinkle  it  over  the  brood  when 
they  are  feeding,  two  or  three  times  a  week." 

A  Poultry  Account. — Mr.  Shirley  Smith, 
Hastings,  Mich.— "I  send  you  my  poultry  account 
for  1887,  to  Oct.  14th,  which  you  can  publish  if 
desirable  :— Poultry  sold  and  eaten,  163  pounds, 
$17.02;  eggs,  226  dozens,  $30.08 ;  sundries,  $1.50 ; 
total,  $48.60.  Expenses  were  29  bushels  grain, 
$14.48 ;  155  pounds  of  corn  meal,  $1.50 ;  bought 
fowls,  $2.50;  sundries,  $1.22;  total,  $19.70.  Profit, 
$28.90.  I  kept  25  hens.  Black  Cochins,  Light 
Brahmas,  and  two  Black  Hamburgs,  and  I  hon- 
estly believe  the  Hamburgs  the  best  hens  to  lay 
I  ever  saw." 

Give  Us  Utility.— Mr.  S.  C.  C.  Finney,  East 
Carver,  Mass.— -'I  am  glad  you  stand  up  for 
utility  in  the  standard.  Of  what  use  to  the 
average  poultryman  is  it  to  know  that  his  fowls 
are  descended  from  a  pen  'averaging  95  points' 
if  they  only  produce  eggs  at  an  average  of  '20 
points,'  or  if  the  chicks  grow  so  slow  that  our 
neighbor,  with  his  fowls  that  would  not  be  al- 
lowed in  a  show  room,  gets  his  into  market  two 
weeks  ahead  of  us.  Yes;  give  us  utility.  Is 
there  an  incubator  manufacturer  who  will  send 
out  an  incubator  on  trial  ?  No ;  not  one.  Yet  I 
can  get  a  reaper,  mower,  or  any  other  farm  im- 
plement in  that  manner." 

Does  Thunder  Kill  Chicks.— Mr.  H.  Vogel, 
Rogers  Park,  111.:  "In  regard  to  the  killing  of 
chicks  in  the  shell  by  thunder  I  will  give  my 
experience.  I  had  350  eggs  in  an  incubator  of 
mv  own  make,  and  tested  out  50  of  them.  The 
eggs  were  bought  in  the  market.  I  got  43  live 
chicks,  about  250  being  dead  in  the  shell,  or  too 
weak  to  get  out.  They  died  two  or  three  days 
before  the  time  to  come  out,  at  which  time  we 
had  a  severe  thunder  storm ;  which  seems  to 
show  that  even  at  such  advanced  stage  of  de- 
velopment the  thunder  storm  may  kill  the 
chicks.  The  device  in  Septeriiber  number  for 
turning  the  eggs  I  have  been  using  for  three 
years,  but  in  a  more  simple  manner,  as  I  did  not 
have  the  V-shaped  bars,  and  attached  the  string 
directly  to  the  rollers  without  pulleys." 

The  "Boss"  Setter. — Mr.  J.  M.  Miller, 
box  26,  Lawrence,  Kan. — "I  have  tried  a 
cholera  receipt  which  cured  a  number  of 
my  chickens,  and  to-day  there  is  not  a 
symptom  of  the  disease  in  my  flock.  The 
receipt  alone  is  worth  a  five  years'  subscription. 
[Will  be  obliged  if  Mr.  Miller  will  write  and 
state  which  receipt  he  tried,  as  we  publish  a 
large  number.— Ed.]  I  am  also  making  a  P.  K. 
incubator,  and  after  I  try  it  I  will  report.  I 
have  about  200  Plymouth  Rock  chickens,  and 
among  the  number  I  think  I  have  the  "boss" 
setter.  Since  last  spring  she  has  hatched  four 
broods.  I  gave  her  15  eggs  each  time,  and  she 
brought  off  13  chicks  the  first  hatch,  10  the 
second  hatch,  11  the  third  hatch,  and  13  the 
fourth  hatch,  making  47  in  all,  and  raised  43  of 
them,  and  she  is  started  on  the  fifth  hatch.  She 
weaned  her  chicks  rather  too  early.  Between 
the  third  and  fourth  setting  she  laid  16  eggs.  I 
am  going  to  Increase  my  flock  to  1,000  hens  next 
season." 


A  Good  Average.— Mrs.  Will  Bain,  Magda- 
lena,  New  Mexico. — "I  like  the  Poultry  Keeper 
very  much.  I  am  a  new  beginner.  Have  22 
hens  and  pullets.  Got  684  eggs  in  three  months 
of  the  winter.  Will  try  an  incubator."  [The 
number  of  eggs  is  a  good  one  for  winter  months. 
—Ed.] 

Good  Layers.— Mr.  Holmes  A.  Swift,  Vine- 
yard Haven,  Mass.— "Noticing  the  accounts  of 
hens  laying  well,  and  believinglcan  give  a  good 
account  of  my  hens,  I  take  the  pleasure  of  so 
doing.  I  have  45  hens,  of  mixed  breeds,  and  in 
the  month  of  March  they  layed  831  eggs,  or  over 
18  eggs  each.  Howisthatfor  abiglay."— [Good. 
—Ed.] 

Can  Beat  Them.— Mr.  I.  O.  Thompson,  box 
278,  Maynard,  Mass. — "I  have  seen  several  items 
in  Poultry  Keeper  about  large  eggs,  and  I 
think  I  can  beat  them  in  size.  I  have  a  Light 
Brahma  hen  that  weighs  ten  pounds,  and  she 
laid  tiiree  eggs  that  measured,  each,  9%  and  1% 
nches.   How  is  that  for  large  eggs." 

Good  Record  from  a  Big  Flock.— Mr.  John 
T.  Blewett,  Belleville.N,  J.— "How  is  this  record 
forone  month, and  a  winter  month  at  that.  I  have 
196  fowls  (65  hens  and  131  pullets),  mostly  Brown 
Leghorns,  and  during  the  month  (March)  they 
layed  2476  eggs,  or  nearly  13  eggs  per  hen  for 
the  whole  lot."  [It  goes  to  show  that  Brown 
Leghorns  are  good  winter  layers.— Ed.] 

Record  of  28  Hens.— Mr.  Fred.  Andrist,  Ada, 
Minn.— "From  my  28  hens,  (different  breeds)  I 
get  from  14  to  22  eggs  a  day,  which  I  think  is 
good.  My  neighbors,  some  of  whom  keep  40  hens 
each,  do  not  get  over  eight  eggs  per  day,  but  I 
take  good  care  of  mine.  I  change  their  feed, 
give  pure  water,  and  clean  out  the  quarters 
three  times  a  week.  May  the  Poultry  Keeper 
prosper." 

Hatches  Ninety  Percent.— Mr.  Edward T. 
Booth,  Macdona  Park,  San  Antonia,  Texas  — 
"Am  running  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator 
(my  own  make)  and  am  hatching  out  90  per 
cent.  Can  you,  or  your  readers,  inform  me 
whereto  procure  prairie  meat,  such as  is  used 
in  dog  food.  It  sells  in  cakes,  in  England,  at 
one  penny  per  pound.''  [It  is  simply  refuse  lean 
meat.— Ed.] 

Brown  Leghorn  Laying— Mr.  J.J.  Barclay, 
Newport,  Pa.— "I  have  received  a  large  number 
of  sample  copies  of  other  poultry  papers,  but 
(not  to  flatter  you)  your  paper  is  worth  more 
than  the  whole  of  them.  I  send  you  a  list  of 
names  for  samples.  The  Brown  Leghorn  hen, 
mentioned  last  summer,  of  having  laid  70  eggs 
in  74  days,  did  better,  as  she  continued  laying 
until  she  had  deposited  80  eggs  in  84  days. 
After  resting  awhile  to  moult  she  began  laying 
again  before  her  tail  was  out." 

Too  Much  Feathers.— Mr.  A.  Marsh,  Orlan- 
do, Fla  — "I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  awarding  of  premiums.  Are  we  not  run- 
ning too  much  to  feathers,  and  would  it  not  be  a 
good  idea  to  offer  premiums  for  the  best  egg 
record  for  single  hens,  or  pens  of  a  certain 
number  of  hens,  and  thereby  stimulate  the 
breeders  to  strive  for  the  greatest  utility  as  well 
as  for  fine  points  in  feathers  and  form.  I  would 
not  be  without  the  Poultry  Keeper.  It  is  the 
best  paper  I  ever  saw." 

A  Roup  Receipt.— Mr.  R.  T.  Beum,  Danville, 
Ohio,— "The  Poultry  Keeper  is  a  key  to  the 
poultry  business,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  miss  a 
number.  I  have  a  roup  receipt,  which  I  par- 
tially owe  to  Carew's  Game  Breeder.  Take 
three  ounces  Olive  oil  and  all  the  camphor  gum 
that  it  will  cut.  Then  add  10  drops  carbolic 
acid,  and  it  is  ready  for  use  in  five  or  six  hours. 
With  a  stick  of  lunar  caustic  burn  the  blisters, 
then  grease  the  head  and  throat  (with  one  or 
two  drops  in  the  mouth),  with  the  camphorated 
oil.  Keep  the  bird  dry  and  warm,  and  you  can 
cure  every  case  with  this  remedy." 

Made  His  Own  Incubator.— Mr.  Wm. 
Stevenson,  Merritt,  111.— "I  made  an  incubator 
after  the  instructions  given  in  P.  K.,  180  eggs 
capacity,  and  have  had  several  hatches,  aver- 
aging about  65  per  cent.  I  aim  to  keep  heat 
about  102  or  103,  and  if  thermometer  is  at  104  or 
105  I  open  ventilator  tube,  (which  I  made 
through  my  tank),  but  65  per  cent,  is  not  a  good 
hatch.  Can  you  tell  me  why  so  many  chicks 
fail  to  get  out.  [You  were  not  informed  to  put 
a  ventilator  tube  on  top.  Draughts  of  air 
through  an  incubator  are  injurious.— Ed.]  I 
have  some  chicks  that  weigh  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  at  five  weeks  old." 

Turkeys  Easy  to  Raise.— Miss  Kate  Pickett, 
Ash  Point,  La.— "Many  persons  think  turkeys 
are  extremely  difficult  to  raise,  but  I  find  thatbv 
feeding  them  on  corn  bread,  boiled  rice  soaked 
in  milk  for  several  hours,  and  curd,  never  permit- 
ting them  to  go  out  of  their  coops  till  all  the  dew 
is  off  the  ground,  that  they  may  be  raised  with 
facility,  but  the  death  rate  seems  to  be  one-fifth 
greater  than  that  of  chickens  unavoidably,  the 
laws  of  heredity  being  stranged  in  transmit- 
ting diseases  in  intensified  forms.  I  started 
with  six  hens  and  two  gobblers,  and  now  have 
80  turkeys  of  different  sizes,  I  cured  warts  on 
the  heads  of  chicks  by  cutting  them  off  with  a 
razor,  but  don't  know  how  such  a  process  will 
work  with  turkeys." 


A  Small  Yard— Mr.  Louis  Bartlett,  box  148, 
Glendale,  O.— "  Last  year  I  kept  on  an  average- 
75  chickens  in  a  yard  16x17,  but  would  let  them 
run  for  an  hour  or  two  before  dark,  and  did  not. 
lose  more  than  four  or  five  of  them." 

Dead  Oil.— Mr.  B.  J.  Massot,  1039  California 
Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo— "The  'dead  oil' is  the  oil; 
off  coal  tar  when  it  goes  through  the  rcfiningpro- 
cess  when  they  make  carbolic  acid,  It  is  cheaper 
and  equally  as  good  as  carbolic  acid.  I  am  using 
it  all  the  time." 

From  Newfoundland.— Mr.  W.  B.  Brown- 
ing, St.  John's,  N.  F.— "I  intend  trying  my  handi 
raising  chicks  from  incubators  next  season.  A 
party  here  made  a  small  Poultry  Keeper  In- 
cubator and  hatched  22  chicks  from  25  eggs,  one 
of  which  was  killed,  and  the  rest  doing  well. 
Yours  is  the  only  paper  here,  ami  it  carries  its 
own  way." 

Dead  on  the  Roost.— Mr.  A.  J.Hooley,  lO 
E.  Jenkins  street,  Atlanta,  Ga.— "I  do  not  like 
to  missa  single  number  of  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
One  of  my  neighbors  found  three  of  his  chickens 
dead  on  the  roost,  requiring  some  force  to  break 
their  hold  on  the  roost,  which  was  a  small  pole."' 
[Apoplexy,  as  the  hens  are  too  fat.  Birds  do- 
not  always  fall  from  a  roost  that  is  adapted  to- 
their  hold,  even  when  dead.— Ed.] 

Good  Prices  for  Fresh  Eggs.— Mr.  A.  R. 
Craig,  325%  Halladay  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J— "I 
have  23  hens  and  two  cocks.  My  hens  and  pul- 
lets did  not  commence  to  lay  regularly  until  the 
28th  of  January,  but  I  got  188  eggs  in  February 
and  242  in  March.  I  sell  eight  eggs  for  25  cents. 
The  eggs  pay  for  the  keep  and  also  for  what  we- 
consume  m  the  family.  We  have  been  fortunate 
in  not  having  any  disease  in  the  flock,  which  we- 
partially  ascribe  to  giving  them  composition  in-, 
their  food." 

Sudden  Deaths  of  Ducks.— Mrs.  J.  B.  My- 
gatt,  Mt.  Auburn,  Mass. — "My  ducks  have  been 
confined  in  the  hen  yard  for  several  days,  and  I 
thought  I  would  let' them  out  so  they  could  get 
some  grass.  In  about  an  hour  I  found  one  deads 
and  several  others  dying,  when,  on  examining 
them,  I  found  they  had  been  eating  burdock 
leaves.  I  immediately  gave  those  not  dead,  a 
tablespoonful  of  olive  oil  each,  and  then,  in  a 
little  while,  a  strong  solution  of  carbonate  of 
soda,  and  succeeded  in  saving  two  out  of  six." 

Brown  Leghorns  the  Best— C,  S.  F..  7& 
Main  street,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  (name  omitted 
by  request.)— "I  am  a  subscriber  of  the  Poultry; 
Keeper  and  Farmer's  Mar/azine,  and  other 
papers,  but  would  not  be  without  the  Poultry 
KEEPERiand  Farmer's  Magazine  for  three  times- 
the  price.  I  am  interested  in  poultry,  and  have- 
been  keeping  a  few  common  chickens  for  my 
own  use  from  the  time  I  was  big  enough  to  at- 
tend to  them  until  two  years  ago.'when  I  bought 
a  new  stock— the  Brown  Leghorns— and  I  claim" 
that  they  are  the  best  layers  in  the  market.  1 
keep  a  book  account,  and  will  send  vou  a  state- 
ment before  long."  [Will  be  pleased  to  have  it. 
—Ed.] 

Roup  and  Lice.— Mrs.  Mary  J.  McKissicfc, 
Longniont,  Colorado. — "Your  paper  is  all  meat. 
This  is  my  first  year  and  I  have  learned  much. 
I  commenced  with  Houdans,  Buff  Cochins  and? 
Light  Brahmas.  My  greatest  troubles  have  beero 
lice  and  roup.  The  roup  has  almost  discouraged! 
me.  I  lost  the  most  of  my  Houdans  with  it_ 
[Their  crests  become  water-soaked— Ed.]  The- 
Cochins  did  not  have  it  badly,  and  seemed  to- 
yield  readily  to  treatment.  I  read  in  your  valu- 
able paper  of  many  remedies  for  roup,  and  that 
a  chick  that  has  had  the  roup  is  not  fit  for  food. 
Then  why  give  remedies  ?  As  for  lice  I  think  I 
have  mastered  that  point.  While  treating  for 
the  roup  I  had  occasion  to  wash  some  of  my 
chicks  in  strong  soapsuds,  in  which  Iliad  poured' 
strong  carbolic  acid.  I  found  that  it  killed  every 
louse  and  left  the  birds  clean  and  glossy  I  dried; 
them  before  the  fire  and  the  roup  soon  disap- 
peared, but  I  don't  know  what  to  do  with  them, 
and  won't  sell  anything  I  can't  eat  myself." 
[If  your  birds  are  perfectly  healthy  they  can  be 
eaten.  It  is  the  foul-odored,  contagious  roup 
that  was  alluded  to.— Ed.] 

A  Canker  Cure— Mr.  CP.  Gowman,  Detroit, 
Mich.— "I  have  some  Brown  Leghorn  pullets,  b% 
months  old,  that  are  laying.  One  began  at  4}g 
months  old,  and  two  others,  I  think,  are  egg 
bound,  as  they  stay  on  the  nest  an  hour,  anis 
come  off  without  laying.  [Probably  too  fat— give 
nothing  but  chopped  grass  and  meat.— Ed.J 
Last  full  I  lost  a  fine  cock  with  canker  Before  I 
"got  on"  to  a  remedy  that  never  failed  me  after 
that,  although  I  had  all  the  experience  I  needed, 
curing  a  dozen  hens  of  my  own,  while  my  neigh- 
bors brought  all  theirs  in,  (my  Deinga  druggist 
being  to  blame  for  that).  Imake  what  we  call  a 
chlorine  mixture,  the  same  as  fs  used  in  diphthe- 
ria. Put  one  drachm  chlorate  of  potash  m  an 
eight-ounce  bottle,  add  to  it  half  a  dracnm  of 
strong  muriatic  acid,  cork  the  bottle  a  few  min- 
utes, (and  look  out  for  your  nose),  then  fill  the 
bottle  with  water  and  Keep  it  tightly  corked. 
Scrape  out  the  canker,  as  much  as  possible,  with 
a  knife  made  of  hard  wood,.  Then  use  a  cheap 
sprayer,  or  atomizer,  and  spray  twice  a  day,  or 
use  a  sponge  or  cloth,  but  do  it  thoroughly.  H 
never  fails.  I  have  Plymouth  Rock  cockerels, 
4J£  months  old,  that  weigh  4%  pounds." 
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Apoplexy  in  Fowls. 

W.  M.  BARNUM,  ANGELICA,  N.  T. 

A  short  time  ago  I  purchased  a  pen  of  Lang- 
shans,  eight  as  fine  birds  as  it  has  ever  been  my 
pleasure  to  see,  of  one  of  our  noted  breeders. 
But  now,  alas !  I  have  but  three  left,  and  I  am 
seriously  afraid  that  the  remaining  three  will 
soon  join  their  departed  associates !  It  is  a  hard 
matter  to  describe  the  mysterious  malady  which 
was  so  fatal  to  my  Langshan  venture.  But,  if 
the  editor  of  the  grand  old  Poultry  Keeper, 
or  any  of  its  readers  can  throw  a  ray  of  light 
•upon  the  subject,  from  this  my  rather  discon- 
nected "appeal  of  despair,"  I  would  be  most 
everlastingly  obliged  for  it.  The  first  death  oc- 
curred about  a  month  after  I  received  the  birds. 
This  hen  was  found  under  the  perches  with  "no 
apparent  cause  of  death."  The  next  death  oc- 
curred about  a  week  after.  The  victim  was  a 
hen  which  had  just  commenced  sitting  a  day  or 
two  before,  in  an  old  barrel.  No  apparent  cause 
of  death.  The  third  victim  was  a  valuable 
pullet,  with  a  brood  of  White  Cochin  chicks; 
this  hen  was  shut  up  in  a  coop  (and  had  been  for 
two  weeks)  in  the  White-Cochin  poultry  house, 
which  is  at  least  20  rods  away  from  the  Lang- 
shan poultry  house.  No  apparent  cause  of  death. 
For  the  next  two  or  three  weeks  everything 
went  along  finely,  and  I  began  to  feel  encour- 
aged. But  early,  oae  pleasant  morning,  as  I 
was  "meandering"  out  to  the  poultry  house, 
I  descried  something  under  an  old  pile  of 
boards  which  wonderfully  resembled  a  dead 
Langshan  hen.  "Stilling  the  fluttering  of  my 
heart,"  as  the  "perennial  poet"  would  say,  I 
gently  parted  the  tall  grass,  when,  lo!  my  sur- 
mises were  correct,  too  correct !  Here  was  an- 
other dead  Langshan.  (Right  here  I  wish  to  re- 
mark, parenthetically,  that  from  the  position  in 
which  I  found  this  hen,  it  occurred  to  me  that 
she  had  crawled  under  those  boards  to  escape 
from  the  light).  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  don't  dismiss 
the  subject  by  exclaiming:  "Too  fat,  damp 
quarters,  cholera,  roup,  apoplexy,  vermin,  or 
something  like  that  !"  for  it  wasn't.  [Yes  it  ivas. 
—Ed.]  It  is  possible  that  "vermin"  were  the 
cause,  but  I  very  much  doubt  it.  These  hens  24 
hours  before  their  sudden  departure  for  the 
"(Chicken)  Hunting  Grounds"  would  appear  to 
be  in  good  health,  and  their  combs  of  usual  red- 
ness. It  is  too  much  for  me.  The  fifth  and 
last  death  (up  to  date)  was  caused  by  the  "pa- 
triarch" of  the  flock  (an  old  hen)  deciding  to 
■sit.  I  disagreed  with  her.  Well,  the  substance 
■of  it  was:  The  night  preceding  the  fatal  morn 
of  her  death  I  went  out  to  the  poultry  house, 
and  rather  unceremoniously  "shooed''  her  off 
the  nest — making  the  500th  time.  Collecting  all 
the  old  boards  and  boxes  of  the  neighborhood,  I 
built  a  veritable  pyramid  over  the  "old  hen's 
•nest."  The  next  morning  one  of  the  hired  men 
■discovered  her  securely  "wedged,  head  down- 
ward, between  a  couple'  of  boards,  near  the  bot- 
tom of  the  "pyramid,"  cold  and  stiff  in  death, 
Such  is  life. 

[The  very  fact  of  their  determination  to  sit 
proves  they  were  too^/af.and  died  of  apoplexy. 
Mr.  B.  has  since  acknowledged  that  we  were 
•correct  in  claiming  apoplexy  as  the  cause.— 
Ed.] 


Hatching  Chickens  on  a  Freight  Train. 

BY  DR.  C.  A.  ROBINSON,  HOMER  CITY,  PA. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  been  reading  your  arti- 
•cles  on  "Artificial  Incubation"  and  have  become 

fTeatly  interested  in  them,  so  much  so,  indeed, 
hat  I  have  been  inclined  to  raise  my  strictures 
on  this  great  aid  to  nature.  Artificial  Incuba- 
tion cannot  be  called  an  opposition  to  nature, 
but  on  the  other  hand  lends  its  assistance  to  the 
same  in  order  that  she  may  be  enabled  to  do  a 
greater  good  to  fallen  humanity  and  assist  in 
"multiplying  and  replenishing"  the  earth  in  the 
numbers  of  the  feathered  tribe.  It  is  unreason- 
able for  unthinking  man  to  expect  a  hen  to  lay 
eggs  continuously  for  forty  consecutive  days, 
then  resignedly  sit  down  and  give  herself  up  as 
a  martyr  to  lice  in  order  that  she  may  be  enabled 
to  propagate  her  species,  for  the  satiety  of  greedy 
humanity,  by  bringing  forth  a  few  of  the  downy 
creatures  that  go  to  swell  the  number  of  annual 
"frys."  "But,"  says  one,  "this  is  the  nature  of 
the'hen.  It  is  just  as  natural  for  her  to  sit  as  to 
lay."  Against  this  assertion  I  make  another, 
to  wit:  that  hens  have  been  expected  to  sit,  for 
so  long  a  time,  that  they  have  transmitted 
this  feature  of  their  organism  to  their  progeny, 
during  all  the  ages  past,  until  by  so  doing,  they 
have  implanted  within  their  species  an  unnat- 
ural desire  to  incubate.  Now  I  make  another 
assertion,  and  that  is,  that  a  breeder  may  take 
the  present  varieties,  or  say  any  one  of  them, 
that  are  universally  recognized  as  sitters,  and 
some  of  which  may  be  regarded  as  almost  "non- 
breakable,"  and  by  breeding  them  on  in  the 
line  of  non-sitting,  from  year  to  year,  will,  in  the 
■aourse  of  time,  establish  a  strain  of  non-sitting 


fowls— Asiatics  for  instance.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  carefully  watching  each  hen,  and  the 
moment  she  shows  a  disposition  to  become 
"broody,"  shut  her  away  to  herself  and  "break 
her  up."  Do  this  repeatedly,  not  only  with  the 
present  generation,  but  the  next,  and  the  follow- 
ing, and  in  a  few  years  you  will,  in  my  candid 
opinion,  have  established  a  new  strain  of  non- 
sitters.  "But  it  is  not  right  to  try  to  change  the 
nature  of  a  dumb  creature,"  to  which  I  reply: 
"And  God  made  man,  and  gave  him  dominion 
over  the  beasts  of  the  field,  over  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  over  every  creeping  thing."  This  arti- 
cle is  intended  to  preface  a  number  on  this  sub- 
jeet,  in  some  of  which  I  shall  show  you  some 
things  that  have  been  done,  that  will  open  your 
eyes. 

[In  the  next  the  Dr.  will  tell  how  he  hatched 
chicks  on  the  train.  We  did  it  last  year.  Look- 
out for  the  next  article,  as  the  Dr.  has  a  surprise 
in  store.— Ed.] 


A  Ten  Cent  Standard. 


J.  FATJKERSLEY,  SANDY  POINT,  TEXAS. 

I  think  if  all  of  the  fanciers  would  think  a  mo- 
ment they  would  agree  with  the  Pouli'ry 
Keeper  that  a  10-cent  Standard  would  be  the 
very  thing  for  every  breeder  of  fancy  poultry, 
as  the  breeder  could  give  it  away  with  each 
breed  that  he  sells,  and  the  would-be  purchaser 
would  not  be  so  quick  to  "holler"  out,  "lam 
badly  swindled."  A  10-cent  Standard  for  each 
breek  would  be  better  than  paying  $1.00  for  a 
Standard,  as  the  average  fanciers  do  not  keep 
over  five  breeds.  The  Standard  of  Excellence 
would  cost  $1.00,  where  the  10-cent  Standard 
would  only  cost  50  cents.  Mr.  Harker,  of  the 
Poultry  Bullet  in, gets  off  the  following:  "A  ten- 
cent  Standard  is  called  for  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Poultry  Keepek,  but  we  think  not  asked  for 
by  any  one  else.  Breeders  don't  object  to  the 
price,  if  they  can  get  what  they  want,  and  the 
great  majority  of  them  want  to  see  the  Stand- 
ard made  better  instead  of  cheaper.  Most  of 
them  would  prefer  to  have  the  price  raised  to 
$2.00,  if  that  would  bring  out  a  first  rate  illus- 
trated edition.  Ail  they  ask  for,  is  a  book  well 
worth  its  price,  and  that  is  the  kind  we  hope  will 
be  published."  I  will  admit  that  we  want  a 
better  Standard,  but  we  do  not  want  the  price 
raised.  I  think  75  cents  is  enough  to  pay  for  the 
Standard.  As  to  the  breeders  paying  $2.00  for  a 
Standard,  I  think  they  would  cjo  without  it  rath- 
er than  pay  $2.00  for  it.  If  it  were  the  Goddess  of 
Perfection,  it  would  not  be  worth  over  $1.00.  If 
the  A.  P.  A.  could  only  copyright  breeds, 
wouldn't  they  be  glad.  I  don*t  think  the  Stand- 
ard ought  to  be  copyrighted.  Reckon  they  will 
copyright  eggs  next,  so  that  the  poor  hens'  can- 
not lay,  then  we  will  have  to  look  to  the  cocks  for 
eggs.  For  fear  of  making  my  letter  too  long,  I 
will  close. 

[If  the  money  received  for  a  $1.00  Standard 
was  put  to  any  beneficial  use,  no  one  would  ob- 
ject, but  as  it  is  the  whole  system  is  a  robbery 
and  an  extortion.— Ed.] 


Moisture  in  Different  Localities. 


J.  W.  HILE,  VALLEY  FALLS,  KAN. 

I  can  scarcely  think  of  a  subject  to  write  on 
\  pertaining  to  the  poultry  business  but  what,  if  I 
express  my  plain,  honest  sentiments,  I  am  cer- 
tain to  punch  some  one  in  the  ribs,  but  I  must 
do  it,  as  I  cannot  help  it,  and  tell  the  truth. 
Sometime  since  I  read  an  article  in  your  journal 
to  the  effect  that  the  natural  humidity  of  the  air 
was  the  proper  degree  of  moisture  for  hatching 
eggs.  Perhaps,  if  I  rightly  understood  the 
writer,  I  might  agree  with  him.  But  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  might  be  considered  the  na- 
tural humidity  of  the  air,  from  the  fact  of  there 
being  such  extreme  difference  in  the  humidity 
of  tlie  air,  between  day  and  night,  and  dry  and 
wet  seasons,  even  in  the  same  latitude  and  longi- 
tude, and  when  we  consider  altitude,  we  are  still 
deeper  in  the  dark.  From  the  fact  that  the  na- 
tural humidity  of  the  air  on  the  mountains 
during  night  time,  is  not  sufficient  to  hatch 
chicks,  when  at  night  the  atmosphere  is  much 
more  permeated  with  moisture  than  it  is  during 
the  day  time.  Chicks  can  be  just  as  success- 
fully hatched  and  raised  in  any  altitude  where 
men  can  work,  breathe,  and  live,  as  they  can  at 
the  level  of  the  sea,  if  the  required  humidity  is 
supplied,  as  birds,  by  nature,  can  exist  in  a 
lighter  atmosphere  than  man.  Any  good 
moisture  gauge  will  give  you  the  required 
humidity  in  any  locality.  Moisture  gauges, 
like  thermometers,  should  be  correct.  There  is 
also  a  very  great  difference  in  the  natural  hu- 
midity of  the  air  at  the  same  altitude  in  different 
sections  of  the  country,  due  to  the  distance  from 
large  bodies  of  water,  and  from  surrounding 
heights  and  elevations  of  land.  To  enter  into 
the  details  of  these  points,  it  would  require  more 
space  than  I  would  care  to  take  in  so  valuable  a 
paper  as  the  Poultry  Keeper,  when,  in  fact,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  give  the  facts,  and  I  will 
therefore  close  by  stating  that  if  an  incubator  is 
properly  constructed,  taking  it  for  granted  there 
is  no  moisture  in  the  filling  of  the  incubator, 
sixty-four  square  inches  of  water  surface  to  100 


eggs,  under  the  egg  drawer,  or  in  that  propor- 
tion, according  to  the  size  of  your  incubator, 
will  ordinarily  come  very  near  supplying  the 
proper  degree  of  humidity  at  an  altitude  not 
over  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
given  number  of  square  inches  of  water  surface 
to  100  eggs,  should  not,  however,  be  depended 
on  in  all  localities.  The  same  may  be  increased 
or  diminished  to  suit  conditions.  It  is  better  to 
use  a  moisture  gauge.  My  next  article  will  be 
on  the  different  methods  of  heating  incubators. 

[Mr.  Hile  is  writing  a  series  of  articles  on  in- 
cubation for  the  Poultry  Keeper,  at  our  re- 
quest. His  book,  recently  issued,  is  the  result 
of  long  study  and  experiments,  the  price  of 
which  is  25  cents,  but  we  have  arranged  to  send 
it  with  the  Poultry  Keeper,  to  all  who  send  us 
65  cents.  His  instructions  for  running  an  incu- 
bator are  applicable  to  all  incubators.  He  has 
also  invented  a  regulator  to  fit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  incubators. — Ed.] 


Effects  of  Thunder  Storms. 

ALBERT  CORNISH,  MOIRA,  N.  Y. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  thunder 
storms  and  their  effect  on  eggs  undergoing  incu- 
bation. And  will  state  that  during  the  present 
season  I  had  quite  a  number  of  chickens  hatched 
during  the  months  of  May.  June,  and  July,  and 
that  thunder  storms  were  frequent  here  during 
those  months.  I  happened  to  have,  this  season, 
five  broods  of  chickens  hatching  at  the  time  that 
storms  of  thunder  and  lightning  took  place— two 
broods  the  first  and  three  the  latter  part  of  the 
season.  During  the  time  the  last  three  broods 
were  hatching,  the  20th  to  22d  of  June— we  had 
here  a  number  of  unusually  heavy  thunder 
showers,  one  following  another.  There  were 
fifteen  eggs  in  one  nest  and  thirteen  in  the  other 
two,  and  they  hatched  out  as  follows:  thirteen 
out  of  fifteen,  thirteen  out  of  thirteen,  and  eleven 
out  of  thirteen,  or  thirty-seven  chickens  in  all. 
All  but  three  which  were  killed  bv  rats,  when 
one  day  old,  are  alive  and  smart  to-day.  The 
first  two  broods  were  hatched  during  a  thunder 
storm,  the  10th  of  June,  but  this  storm  was  not  so 
severe  as  those  mentioned  before.  There  were 
thirteen  eggs  to  each  of  these  two  nests— Lang- 
shans  and  Laced  Wyandottes— that  I  got  from 
Jo.  Graves,  Black  River,  whose  advertisement  is 
in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  thirteen  of  the 
former  lot  were  Brown  Leghorn  eggs  from  him. 
There  were  eleven  Wyandotte  and  ten  Langshan 
chickens  hatched.  Two  of  the  Langshans  died 
young,  but  the  rest  are  all  alive  and  smart  at  this 
writing.  Three  of  the  nests  were  in  boxes,  close 
to  the  floor  of  my  hen  house,  and  the  other  two 
were  in  the  loft  overhead.  The  nesis  were  com- 
posed of  nothing  but  fine  oat  straw.  The  two  in 
the  loft  hatched  thirteen  chicks  each,  and  those 
two  made  their  own  nests  on  the  straw  them- 
selves. There  were  storms  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning at  different  times  besides  these  mentioned 
while  the  eggs  were  being  set  upon.  In  fact  it 
would  be  an  uncommon  thing  not  to  have  more 
or  less  thunder  showers  through  the  months  of 
May,  June,  and  July,  in  this  latitude.  I  will 
further  state  that  every  egg  set  by  me  this  season 
had  lead  pencil  marks' on  it. 

[Thanks  for  letter,  which  throws  light  on  an 
important  subject.— Ed.] 


The  Effect  of  Moisture  on  Hatches. 

F.  G.  DITTMAN,  CINCINNATI,  O. 

It  is  a  generally  known  fact  that  eggs  do  not 
hatch  well  in  dry  weather,  while  the  chicks  come 
out  freely  if  the  air  is  moist.  This  year  I  hatched 
a  good  many  clfltches.  all  in  nest-boxes  setting 
on  the  bare  earth.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
season  chicks  came  out  well,  but  out  of  45  eggs, 
set  from  June  28th  to  July  6th,  followed  by'ex- 
treme  heat  and  drought,  I  only  secured  7  live 
chicks,  the  ground  under  the'  nest-boxes  being 
perfectly  dry.  Some  parties  counteract  this  by 
sprinkling  the  eggs,  or  dipping  them  in  warm 
water.  I  tried  a  new  way  with  good  results. 
On  the  10th  of  August,  weather  still  continuing 
hot  and  dry,  I  set  28  eggs  under  two  hens.  The 
first  week'  I  did  nothing.  The  second  week  I 
poured  a  quart  of  cold  water  on  the  ground 
under  each  box,  every  three  days.  The  third 
week  I  did  it  every  other  day.  until  I  heard  them 
Degin  to  chip.  On  the  30th  of  August  chicks  be- 
gan to  come  out,  and  on  the  31st  I  had  16  of  them 
alive  and  vigorous.  Of  these  eggs  13  were  from 
my  own  hens,  which  turned  out  10  chicks,  two 
infertile  and  one  half-hatched,  the  latter  three 
being  of  a  very  fat  hen.  About  15  eggs  were 
purchased  from  a  country  huckster.  They  gave 
six  chicks,  one  broken  at  beginning  of  hatch, 
and  eight  addled,  probably  the  result  of  being 
hauled  about  in  a  wagon  for  several  days  in  ex- 
treme hot  weather.  Total  result  of  experiment: 
Every  sound,  fertile  egg  hatched,  or  100  per 
cent. 

[The  method  will  do  for  summer,  but  would 
be  rather  dangerous  in  winter.  It  shows  that 
the  degree  of  moisture  Js  affected  by  the 
weather.— Ed./ 
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Mr.  Bowly's  Langshans. 

Virginia  lias  a  prominent  breeder  in  Mr.  Geo. 
W.  Bowly,  Eedbud,  Frederick  county,  (near 
Winchester)  Va.  He  also  keeps  Wyandottes 
and  Minorcas.  Mr.  B.  has  spared  no  expense  to 
■secure  the  best  stock  to  be  had.  and  as  liis  rail- 
road facilities  are  excellent  our  southern  read- 
ers can  buy  nearer  home,  and  depend  on  being 
■treated  honestly  and  gentlemanly,  while  those 
living  north  can  rely  on  securing  stock  equal  to 
.any  to  be  procured  elsewhere.  It  is  our  inten- 
tion to  visit  his  poultry  farm  soon  in  order  to  in- 
spect it,  as  from  the  reports  received  it  contains 
some  choice  birds. 


Breeding  For  Color  or  For"  Eggs. 

The  meritorious  bird  is  not  recognized  in  the 
•show  room,  the  result  being  that  improvement 
(real  improvement)  is  much  slower  than  it 
•should  be.  The  Jersey  cows  were  fast  deteriora- 
ting under  such  a  system  until  the  American 
breeders  adopted  the  plan  of  tests  at  the  pail. 
As  it  once  was  is  thus  stated  by  the  Jersey  Bulle- 
tin: 

"The  young  things  exhibited  and  offered  for 
sale  are  solid  colored  ;  the  Island  breeders, 
quick  to  recognize  the  prevailing  fashion,  breed 
to  color  rather  than  to  dairy  qualities  So  re- 
cently we  hear  from  a  prominent  dairy  author 
that  he  is  "surprised  at  want  of  dairy  qualities 
in  many  of  the  Island  cattle."  There  has  been 
too  much  breeding  for  sale  instead  of  perform- 
ance at  the  pail  or  the  churn,  qualities  that  have 

fiven  the  Jersey  preference  over  all ;  others 
ave  not  been  developed  as  they  might  have 
been,  and  valua- 
ble time  lost. 
The  thorough 
•system  of  testing 
adopted  in  the 
United  States, 
however,  has 
been  the  means 
of  a  higher  de- 
velopment o  f 
great  richness  as 
well  as  an  in- 
creased flow." 

But  it  soon  be- 
came apparent 
that  color  did 
not  influence  the 
•yield  of  butter. 
any  more  than 
the  dots  on  the 
•earlobe  of  a  hen 
influence  the 
production  o  f 
■eggs,  for  the 
same  paper  thus 
mentions  noted 
cows,  the  famous 
Coomassie,  (foun- 
tain mother  of 
■our  best  stock) 
among  them: 

•'The  old  type  of  Jerseys  that  were  introduced 
in  the  first  importations  possessed  such  excel- 
lence as  to  commend  the  breed,  and  were  mostly 
of  broken  color.  Old  Duchess  and  Frankie. 
dam  of  Albert  44 ;  Palestine  26,  Flora  113,  one  of 
the  first  to  show  an  annual  record  over  500  lbs. ; 
Countess  114,  a  fountain  from  which  conies  Jer- 
sey Bell  of  Scituate,  among  the  first  to  attract 
general  attention.  The  centennial  prize  cow, 
old  Niobe  99,  bore  the  prize  away  by  merit,  re- 
gardless of  her  broken  color,  and  even  down  to 
the  present,  Coomassie  and  her  descendants 
make  an  important  addition  to  the  grand  record 
made  by  the  broken  colored  cows." 


Express  Rates. 

For  the  information  of  those  interested  the 
following  rates  of  the  Adams  Express  Company 
were  taken  from  their  books,  by  permission,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  some  idea  of  the  charges. 
We  give  points  from  Philadelphia,  but  rates  are 
nearly  the  same  for  same  distances  from  other 
large  cities.  For  100  pounds  the  rates  are: 


Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg 
"        "  Chicago 


Chicago 

St.  Louis 
Pittsburg 


$  1  75 
2  25 
2  75 
4  75 
90 

•  2  25 
1  75 
1  85 

4  25 

5  00 
5  25 
4  25 

16  25 
4  00 
1  90 

1  50 

2  50 
■    4  75 

•  1  25 

2  50 
14  50 

3  25 

•  2  50 
3  75 
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St.  Louis 
New  Orleans 
New  York 
Indianapolis 
Cincinnati 
Eichmond,  Va.  - 
Savannah 
Jacksonville,  Fla 
Omaha 
Kansas  City 
San  Francisco 
Memphis 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Lynchburg 
Little  Pock 
Hartford,  Ct. 
St.  Paul 

Portland,  Oregon 
Yankton,  Dak. 
Omaha 
Kansas  City 
The  above  must  be  doubled  for  "fancy"  (or 
pure-bred)  poultry,  but  they  represent  100 
pounds.  Where  50  pounds  are  sent  the  rates  are 
65  cents,  instead 
of  $1.00,  and  the 
same  proportion- 
ately. Hence  the 
above  rates  will 
just  about  apply 
to  40  pounds  of 
pure-bred  stock, 
but  the  rates  on 
local  expressage, 
for  40  pounds,are 
about  one  cent  a 
mile.  For  20 
pounds  the  rates 
are  a  little  over 
one-half  the  same 
as  those  for  40 
pounds.  If  you 
were  going  to 
ship  a  coop  of  40 
pounds  from 
Philadelphia  t  o 
Elgin,  111.,  (about 
40  miles  from 
Chicago),  you 
must  pay  $2.25 
from  Philadel- 
phia to  Chicago, 
and  40  cents  from  Chicago  to  Elgin,  (one  cent  a 
mile  on  the  short  haul),  making  $2.65  for  40 
pounds.  On  20  pounds,  it  would  be  about  $1.40. 
While  we  only  give  a  few  points,  by  retaining 
this  you  will  be  able  to  somewhat  arrive  at  the 
cost  of  expressage,  which,  as  we  stated,  for  the 
points  (stations)  along  the  railroads,  is  about  one 
cent  a  mile  for  40  pounds,  for  fancy  stock,  and 
half  a  cent  a  mile  for  market  stock,  but  much 
cheaper  from  one  large  city  to  another.  Always 


|  ship  in  light  coops,  so  as  to  make  weight  as  light 
Hence  we  must  give  fewer  points  to  eyes,  j  as  possible,  as  the  double  rates  on  "fancy"  stock 
comb,  earlobes,  tail,  wattles,  and  other  useless  j  appnes  to  the  weight  of  the  coops  also.  A  pair 
parts,  and  more  to  breast  and  body.  We  should  I  o{  Dil.clS)  0f  the  small  breeds,  can  be  made  to 
also  award  prizes  for  dressed  carcasses,  eggs, 


crosses,  etc. 

This  is  the  Way  to  Do  It. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Stanley,  Gait,  Ontario,  Can.,  knows 
how  to  tickle  us  under  the  chin,  and  this  is  the 
way  he  does  it: 

"In  response  to  request  in  Potjltby  Keeper 
for  names  of  parties  interested  in  poultry  to 
whom  you  will  send  specimen  copies,  I  send  you 
twelve  names  on  a  postal  card.  This  is  a  poul- 
try town." 

Will  not  all  of  our  readers  spend  one  cent  for 
a  postal  card  and  do  likewise.  All  those  samples 
will  be  sent  in  December.  And  such  a  good 
number  it  will  be— look  out  for  it.  Send  in  all 
the  names  you  can.  That  is  our  tender  spot, 
and  reaches  to  the  heart. 


weigh  not  over  20  pounds.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  it  is  $1.75  for 
market  fowls,  only  50  cents  more  to  Chicago,  and 
50  cents  more  to  St.  Louis.  Where  is  the  inter- 
state railroad  commission.  It  is  wanted. 

Shows  to  Occur, 

Hlinois  Poultry  Association,  Alton,  111.  J.  M. 

Gearing,  Sec.  Date  not  fixed 
Titusville,  Pa.,  Pa..  Poultry  Association.  F.  W. 

Boughton,  Sec.  Dec.  6-9. 
Northern  Illinois  Poutry  Association,  Eockford, 

111.  E.  C.  Dunn,  Sec.  Dec.  6-10, 1887. 
Miami  Valley  Poultry  Association,  Dayton.  O. 

C.  H.  Solomon,  Sec.  Dec.  7-12, 1887. 
The  Central  Berkshire  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 

Stock  Association,  Lee.  Mass.  W.  T.  Web- 
ster, Sec.  Dec.  8-10.  1887. 
The  Shelby  County  Poultry  Club,  Shelbyville, 

Ind.  Will  H.  Isley.  Sec.  Dec.  12-17, 1887. 


The  St.  Catherines  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, St.  Catherines,  Ont.,  Can.  B.  Hamill, 
Sec.  Dec.  12-15, 1887. 

Interstate  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Jackson,  Tenn.  A.  A.  Cowdery,  Sec.Gadsden, 
Tenn.   Dec.  12-17. 1887. 

Baltimore  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Club,  Baltimore, 
Md.  T.  W.  Hooper.  Sec.  Dec.  13-16, 1887. 

Quinebaug  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  As- 
sociation, Music  Hall,  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
W.  H.  Hamilton.  Cor.  Sec.  :  I.  K.  Felch,  Judge. 
Dec.  13-15,  1887.  ' 

Western  Conn.  Poultry  Association.  H.  J. 
Pierre,  Sec,  Winsted,  Conn.    Dec.  13-16,  1887. 

Eel  Kiver  Poultry  Club,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
N.  E.  Lautzenhiser.  Sec.  Dec.  13-17, 1887. 

New  York  Poultry  Exchange  Show,  New  York 
City.  H.  C.  Frink,  Sec,  38  Dev  street.  Dec. 
14-21, 1887. 

The  Lynn  Fanciers'  Club,  Lynn,  Mass.  S.  L. 

Holbrook,  Cor.  Sec  Dec.  16-19, 1887. 
The  Owen  Sound  Poultry  Association,  Owen 

Sound,  Ont.,  Can.  G.  F.  Pain,  Sec.  Dec. 

19-21,1887. 

Macon  County  Poultry  Club,  Decatur,  111.  E.  J. 
Simpson,  Sec.  Dec.  19-24, 1887. 

Old  Colony  Poultry  Association.  J.  E.  Gardner. 
Sec,  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  Dec.  20-22, 1887. 

The  French  Creek  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Venango,  Penn.  Horace  Kern, 
Cor.  Sec.  Dec.  20-23, 1887. 

The  State  Poultry  Association  of  Colorado,  Den- 
ver, Col.  J.  A.  Bailey,  Cor.  Sec.  Dec.  22-29, 1887. 

New  Bethlehem  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  W.  M.  Andrews, 
Sec.  Dec  27-30,  1887. 

Oberlin  Poultry  Association,  Oberlin,  Ohio,  H. 
M.  Close,  Sec.  Dec  27-30. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass,  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec.  Jan.  3-5,  1888. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  Sec. 
Plainville.  Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field, Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Fayette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  E.  Dalbey, 
Sec  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association,Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  W.  Scherme.nhorn,  Sec.  Jan.  3-6, 
1888. 

Central  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.  Eobert  B.  Hale,  Sec.  Shelbyville,  Ind. 
Jan.  4-11, 1888. 

New  Haven  Poultry  Association,  New  Haven, 
Ct.  Geo.  F.  Howard,  Sec.  Jan.  5-9. 1888. 

National  Poult  ry  and  Bench  Association.  Atlanta 
Ga.  W.  B.  Henderson,  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  Lincoln, 
Neb.  Gorham  F.  Betts.  Sec  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 

Palmyra  Poultry  Club.  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 
Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  10-12, 1888. 

Wheeling  Poultry  Association,Wheeling,W.Va., 
J.  M.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  O.  Jan.  10-13. 
1888. 

The  Ontario  Poultry  Association,  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  E.  Garner,  Sec.  Jan.  10-13,  1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec.  Jan.  10-14, 1888. 
Massachusetts   Poultry   Association,  Boston, 

Mass.  W.  F.  Bacon,  Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  12-18, 1888. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

Macon,  Ga.  Clark  Grier,  Sec.  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec.  Jan.  16- 

23,  1888. 

The  Conn.  Eiver  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Bellows'  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Eockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  1.7-19,  1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio.  Eoy  C.  Eussell, 
Sec.  Jan.  17  20, 1888. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford,  Ont.,  Can.  W.  Davis,  Sec  Jan.  17- 
20,  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultry  Association,  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.  Jan.  18-20, 1888. 

Ehode  Island  Poultry  Association.  Providence, 
K.  I.  C.  G.  Sanforcl,  Cor.  Sec    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  E.  Twells.  Cor.  Sec,  Montmor- 
enci,  Ind.  Jan.  18-25. 1888. 

Coxsackie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  W.  P.  Freligh,  Sec.  Jan. 
24-26,  1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 
South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury,  Sec. 
Jan.  24-26, 1888. 

Granite  State  Poultry  Association.  Concord,  N. 
H.  C.  M.  Boynton,  Sec  Jan.,  1888. 

Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
W.  J.  Eeidinger,  Sec.  Jan.  25-Feb.  1. 1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club.  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day,  Sec.  Jan.  31-Feb. 
2, 1888. 

The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Nashville,  Tenn.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec.  Feb. 
1-5, 1888. 

Western  New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer.  Sec,  Eochester.  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9, 1888. 

Blue  Eiver  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New 
Castle,  Ind.  W.  V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec.  Feb., 
1888. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.   W.  B.  Page,  Sec.  Feb.  7-11, 1888. 


This  paper  is  only  50  CENTS  a  year,  and 
one  or  two-cent  stamps  are  taken.  On  trial 
for  six  months  for  25  cents. 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  they  are  re- 
ceived.   No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising;  Rates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  ($7  per 
Inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg.  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo.,  Pa. 


This  paper  only  25  cents  for  six  months,  on 
trial.  Cheap. 

We  take  stamps  for  subscription  where  postal 
notes  are  not  easily  obtained,  even  from  Canada. 

If  you  think  there  is  money  in  poultry  we  will 
give  you  a  whole  year's  instruction  for  fifty 
cents. 

The  date  of  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  show  has  been 
changed  to  December  26-31.  Mr.  C.  H.  Solomon 
Is  Secretary. 

We  throw  in  the  Poultry  Keeper  as  good 
measure  when  you  subscribe  for  other  poultry 
papers  through  us. 

The  A.  P.  A.  meets  at  the  Indianapolis  Show. 
Can't  you  be  there  and  have  a  voice  in  making 
it  a  delegate  affair. 

This  is  no  pet  stock  paper.  We  know  nothing 
about  rabbits,  guinea  pigs,  or  pug  dogs.  Poultry 
for  profit  is  our  aim. 

We  wish  every  breeder  would  send  us  his 
standard  for  the  breed  he  likes  best.  We  wish 
to  use  them  iri  a  book. 

You  can  get  the  American  Agriculturist, 
Farm  Journal,  or  any  farm  paper,  with  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  cheap. 

If  you  want  samples  of  other  poultry  papers 
write  to  them.  We  only  send  samples  of  Poultry 
Keeper.   But  send  us  the  cluband  subscription. 

If  the  A.  P.  A.  don't  reduce  the  Standard, 
somebody  will  reduce  it  for  them.  Breeds  must 
be  described,  and  there  is  no  patent  on  the  right 
to  do  so. 

It  was  amusing  to  hear  the  "ring-'  singing, 
"no  sectionalism"  while  at  the  same  time  they 
were  working  the  "sectional  racket"  for  all  it 
was  worth— in  the  East. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Carpenter,  33  Potter  street, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  has  been  elected  Secretary  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Sanford,  resigned. 

If  you  want  some  other  poultry  paper  we  have 
arranged  to  have  samples  sent  you  by  them. 
Drop  a  card  to  the  papers  for  sample  copy,  then 
send  your  subscription  (for  it  and  our  paper)  to 
US. 

The  old,  long-established  Poultry  Bulletin^ 
218  Fulton  St.,  New  York  City,  at  $1.00  per  year] 
clubs  with  us,  and  we  send  both  papers  at  $1.10. 
It  is  bright  with  new  cuts  every  month,  and  is 
edited  by  Mr.  Charles  R.  Harker.  Samples 
nut. 


Mr.  James  Rankin,  South  Easton,  Mass., 
writes  us  that  he  took  the  first  premium  on 
Pekin  ducks  at  the  Boston  show  last  winter,and 
not  Mr.  Perkins,  as  we  stated  by  mistake. 


This  paper  is  not  "all  original."  The  editor 
is  not  wise  enough  for  that.  When  he  sees  a 
good  thing  in  another  paper  he  gives  it  to  the 
Poultry  Keeper  readers,  but  always  gives 
credit. 


Mr.  J.  H.  EMPSON,Colorado  Springs, Colorado, 
wants  an  experienced  poultryman  to  manage  a 
large  poultry  farm  and  operate  incubators. 
Boys,  learn  the  business.  It  is  getting  to  be  a 
good  trade. 


Don't  forget  the  Winsted,  Connecticut,  show, 
December  13th,  as  there  will  also  be  a  bench 
show  of  dogs.  Entries  for  dogs  close  December 
3d;  poultry  December  Slli.  Mr.  H.  J.  Pierre, 
Winsted,  is  Secretary. 

Wonder  if  the  new  members  will  vote  an- 
other testimonial  to  Mr.  Sweet  because  he  is  a 
friend  of  Williams,  Felch,  and  Stoddard.  The 
younger  members  wish  to  know  who  Sweet  is. 
Perhaps  a  "relic  of  by-gone  days." 

Breeders  !  Rise  up  and  put  down  the  "old 
ring"  that  has  been  making  you  pay  $1.00  for  a 
25-cent  Standard,  and  which  has  been  ruling  the 
breeders  of  this  country,  though  they  never  had 
more  than  a  corporal's  guard  at  their  meetings. 


California  has  a  live  poultry  paper  in  the 
California  Cackler,  but  it  goes  over  the  whole 
country.  It  is  published  at  San  Francisco,  and 
its  correspondence  comes  from  India,  Australia, 
and  other  points.  Those  desiring  a  sample 
should  write. 

The  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend,  Claremont, 
Va.,  published  by  Mr.  M.  K.  Boyer,  is  only  25 
cents  a  year,  but  it  is  not  a  small  paper  by  any 
means.  The  easiest  way  to  get  it  is  to  send  for 
a  sample  and  then  send  us  60  cents,  thereby  get- 
ting the  Poultry  Keeper  also. 

If  yon  know  of  any  friend  who  has  not 
seen  a  copy  of  this  paper,  we  will  send  one 
free. 

The  second  annual  exhibition  of  the  Ononda- 
ga county,  N.  Y.,  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  at  Excelsior  Rink,  Bald- 
winsville,  Jan.  17th  to  20th,  inclusive.  Mr.  G. 
O.  Brown,  of  Baltimore,  will  judge.  Premium 
lists  ready.  Mr.  M.  Johnson  is  Secretary,  Bald- 
winsville,  N.  Y. 


The  Fancier's  Gazette,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  is 
edited  by  Mr.  B.  N.  Pierce,  the  veteran  judge. 
Its  subscription  price  is  $1.25,  but  we  send  it 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper,  for  $1.00  which  is  a 
bargain.  It  is  an  old-established  journal,  and 
full  of  reading  matter.  Samples  sent  to  all  de- 
siring. An  excellent  journal. 

At  Hammonton.  N.  J.,  they  have  nearly  a 
half  mile  of  brooder  houses,  use  six  different 
kinds  of  incubators— the  Eureka,  Monarch,Key- 
stone,  Poultry  Keeper,  and  others,  broilers  be- 
ing turned  out  by  thousands,  and  sent  to  the 
markets,  all  in  the  winter  months.  Over  1200 
are  brooded  at  once  by  a  single  stove,  and  the 
po\iltrymQn  have  an  association  of  nearly  60 
members,  of  which  Major  C.  M.  Jordan  is  Secre- 
tary 

The  "old  ring"  of  the  A.  P.  A.  setup  a  loud 
howl  when  they  found  they  had  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis. They  sang  out  "Sectionalism,"  "give  the 
old  members  a  chance  to  attend,"  and  all  that 
sort  of  lamentation,  but  they  have  had  meetings 
East  many  times  and  only  the  "old  ring"  were 
present.  They  would  have  voted  against  Roches- 
ter, had  they  really  supposed  the  members  would 
'  be  there.  They  place  their  dependence  for  pow- 
er on  high  railroad  fares.  They  know  that  the 
members  will  not  attend,  even  at  Rochester. 
They  are  now  busy  trying  to  "drum  up  a  crowd" 
to  go  to  Indianapolis  to  vote  in  their  friends. 


If  you  wish  information  not  immediately  ap- 
pearing write  to  our  editor,  enclosing  stamp. 
He  always  cheerfully  replies. 

If  any  reader  misses  a  single  number  drop  us 
a  card.  We  want  you  to  get  them.  It  pays  us  to 
have  you  get  them .  It  makes  you  like  us  better. 

If  you  know  of  any  friend  that  you  would  like 
to  have  a  sample  copy  of  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
If  so  drop  us  a  card  and  we  will  send  it  free  of 
cost. 

The  address  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  Buck- 
eye Brooder  is  "Buckeye  Brooder  Co.,  Ada, 
Ohio."  It  was  unintentionally  left  out  pre- 
viously. 

Send  in  your  subscriptions  at  once.  You  can't 
afford  to  miss  a  single  number.  Every  issue  is 
worth  $10.  Oh !  but  you  ought  to  see  our  back 
numbers.  And  the  future  will  be  even  better. 

We  have  received  copies  of  the  patent  on  the 
Excelsior  incubator,  which  shows  that  Geo.  H. 
Stahl,  of  Quincy,  111.,  is  the  inventor,  and  under 
it  he  claims  that  no  other  person  has  the  right  to 
make  or  sell  it. 

Canada  to  the  rescue.  The  Canadian  Poul- 
try Journal,  Parkdale,  Ontario,  Canada,  is  the 
favorite  in  that  section.  It  is  full  of  Canadian 
advertisements  and  an  excellent  paper,  at  $1.00 
a  year,  but  $1.10  with  us. 

Watch  the  fraud.  Don't  bite  at  any  pretend- 
ed modes  for  making  a  silver  or  gold-plating 
machine,  given  away,  coming  from  H.  Griffith, 
Sago,  O.  It  is  another  Bain  dodge,  pretending 
to  give  employment  to  ladies. 

The  Poultry  Chum,  edited  by  Mr.  F.  A. 
Kidder,  published  at  Geneseo,  111.,  is  another 
big  little  paper,  at  25  cents  a  year,  but  60  cents 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper.  It  is  a  full  and 
readable  paper,  and  samples  will  be  sent  to  all. 

Mr.  S.  C.C.  Finney, East  Carver.Mass.,  recom- 
mends middlings,  scalded,  and  fed  warm,  as 
good  laying  food  in  winter.  Being  rather 
"clammy,"  however,  we  think  it  best  when 
mixed  witli  three  times  its  bulk  of  bran  and 
ground 'oats. 

Wyandottes  are  scored  as  high  as  96  points, 
and  either  the  scores  are  a  farce  or  the  ideal 
bird  is  not  intended  to  be  perfect.  At  the  pres- 
ent rate  of  scoring  the  total  number  of  points 
should  be  200,  and  the  96  for  a  breed  not  yet  even 
described,  would  be  about  right. 

The  plan  of  the  incubator,  used  mostly  at 
Hammonton,  N.  J.,  is  given  free  to  our  readers, 
in  July  P.  K.  All  the  parts  are  illustrated. 
The  brooders  and  hot  water  system  are  given  in 
August  P.  K.  Back  numbers  only  five  cents. 
A  better  stove  now  supersedes  the  Hotine- 
Don't  miss  the  back  numbers,  readers.  "There's 
millions  in  them." 

Ducks  will  lay  without  ponds,  but  as  sporting 
on  the  water  affords  them  exercise,  care  must  be 
used  so  as  not  to  get  them  too  fat.  Mast  ad  tt:~ 
nips  and  potatoes,  chopped  grass,  ground  mea% 
ground  grain,  and  nearly  all  kinds  of  food  will 
be  relished  by  ducks.  They  usually  begin  to  iay 
in  February.  A  warm  dry  place  is  necessary  for 
them. 


The  New  England  Fancier,  published  at 
Danielsonville,  Conn.,  is  a  large  paper,  at  50 
cents  a  year,  by  Schofield  &  Hamilton,  but  we 
send  it  and  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  75  cents. 
The  fan«'e?',altliough  published  in  New  England 
circulates  over  the  whole  country.'  Samples  are 
sent  to  all.  It  is  full  of  reading  matter,  well 
printed,  and  a  first-class,  cheap  poultry  paper. 

The  Poulter,  published  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
is  one  of  the  liveliest  papers  published.  Mr.  J. 
J.  Fultz  is  the  editor,  and  he  keeps  samples 
ready  to  mail.  It  is  50  cts.  a  year,  but  offers  the 
Pooulter, Tovltky  Keeper  and  a  $1.00  fountain 
pen  (having  bought  a  large  lot  at  bankrupt  sale) 
all  for  $1.00.  This  is  a  splendid  chance  to  get 
two  papers  and  a  fountain  pen  at  a  low  cost. 
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This  paper  and  a  book  for  only  60  cents.  Don't 
mention  it  to  any  one. 

The  Farmer's  Magazine  and  Poultry 
Keeper  (twins)  together,  for  only  60  cents.  The 
price  of  each  alone  is  50  cents. 

Did  you  ever  see  so  much  reading  matter 
crowded  into  a  paper  before.  Our  paper  is  brim- 
ful. 

A  Standard  of  each  breed  for  ten  cent's,  or 
$5.00  per  100,  would  pay  a  large  profit,  as  they 
need  not  cost  over  two  cents  each. 

In  giving  you  our  illustrations  we  aim  to  give 
you  something  of  value,  that  may  be  useful,  so 
save  your  papers.  Don't  let  a  number  escape. 

We  have  nearly  100  letters,  including  corres- 
pondence and  inquiries  in  every  issue,  which 
speaks  for  the  popularity  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  is  nearly  four  years  old, 
but  it  is  well  grown,  however.  It  goes  to  Europe, 
Australia,  and  wherever  the  English  language 
is  spoken. 

Don't  forget  to  read  "Points  to  be  Pasted  Up," 
in  another  column.  It  is  worth  $10  to  you.  Keep 
it  for  reference.  It  is  a  volume  in  a  nutshell. 
We  aim  to  give  you  twenty  times  your  money's 
worth  in  each  issue. 

Two  papers  for  $1.00  is  what  Mr.  Braden  offers 
in  the  Ohio  Poultry  Journal,  Dayton,  Ohio.  It 
is  $1.00  per  year,  but  to  our  readers  the  Journal 
and  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  that  sum.  Send 
for  a  sample,  and  then— send  us  the  subscription 
price. 

Chicago  also  boasts  of  the  Poultry  Letter 
edited  by  Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Hall,  and  published  at  50 
cents  a  year.  It  is  a  large  paper  for  the  price, 
and  is  only  75  cents  with  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
Samples  sent  to  all  who  will  drop  it  a  card.  It 
is  full  of  reading. 

St.  Louis  has  a  large  poultry  paper,  just  the 
thing  for  the  far  West  (and  East  too)  in  the 
Poultry  Record,  edited  by  Mr.  C.  C.  dishing. 
It  is  only  50  cents  a  year,  or  75  cents  with  ours. 
Samples  sent,  but  don't  send  for  the  November 
issue,  as  it  caricatures  our  editor. 


Mr.  W.  D.  Page,  assisted  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Robin- 
son, one  of  the  best  poultry  judges  in  the 
United  States,  edits  the  Poultry  and  Pels  and 
Poultry  Monitor,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  It  is 
a  first-class  journal,  and  improves  with  age.  It 
is  published  at  $1.00  per  year,  but  $1.10  with  the 
Poultry  Keeper. 

The  American  Poultry  Journal,  edited  by 
Mr.  C.  A.  Ward,  Chicago,  111.,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing papers  of  the  West,  and  does  credit  to  that 
city.  It  is  only  $1.00  per  year,  and  no  extra 
oharge  with  the  Poultry  Keeper.  Send  for  a 
sample  copy.  It  has  been  published  for  years, 
and  is  one  of  the  best. 

Private  letters  for  the  editor  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  P.  H.  Jacobs,  Hammonton,  N.  J.  He 
will  cheerfully  answer  any  reader  by  mail,  but 
his  eyes  glisten  when  he  sees  the  stamp  enclosed. 
Letters  on  subscription,  or  business'  should  be 
addressed  to  Poultry  Keeper  Co.,  Parkesburg 
(not  Parkersburg,)  Chester  county,  Pa. 

Of  the  grains,  oats  rank  first  in  providing 
mineral,  or  bone-forming  matter.  The  percent- 
age is :— Oats  3.25,  barley  3.10,  rye  2.60,  wheat 
2.50,  corn  1.25.  Of  flesh-forming,  wheat  18.00, 
oats  14.36,  barley  12.96,  rye  12.50,  corn  12.50.  Of 
fat-forming  grains  (starch  and  oil)  corn  76.35, 
barley  69.20,  wheat  68.90,  rye  67.00,  oats  66.00,  rice 
88.00. 


How  some  of  the  "old  crowd"  must  have 
squirmed  and  twisted  when  they  heard  that  In- 
dianapolis had  won.  The  long,  labored  articles 
about  how  many  members  lived  nearer  Roches- 
ter was  too  much  "chaff"  for  the  Executive 
Committee  to  swallow.  All  birds  are  not  caught 
by  putting  salt  on  their  tails. 


The  Dorkings  are  the  coming  market  fowl,  so 
we  tell  you  something  about  them  this  month, 

If  yon  receive  an  extra  copy,  or  care 
nothing  Tor  this,  please  band  to  some 
friend,  or  person  interested  in  poultry. 

The  Standard  does  not  say  whether  the  legs 
of  a  Leghorn  should  be  free  of  feathers  or  not  so 
far  as  disqualification  is  concerned. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  is  determined  to  kill 
the  "old  ring"  in  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  infuse  new 
Mood,  and  it  is  also  determined  that  "$1.00  for  a 
Standard  must  go,"  and  something  cheaper 
printed.  If  a  cheaper  Standard  is  not  issued  we 
will  do  it  ourselves,  as  breeds  cannot  be  copy- 
righted. 

That  Caricature. 

The  Poultry  Record,  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  by  some 
means  or  other,  got  possession  of  our  editor's 
photograph,  and  caricatured  him  in  its  November 
issue.  It  was  well  done,  but  rather  rough  on  us. 

Our  Illustrations. 

We  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the 
Farmand  Garden,  Philadelphia,  for  many  of 
the  illustrations  used  in  this  issue,  but  they  are 
none  the  less  valuable  because  coming  from 
other  sources  than  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

Write  to  Us. 

Every  reader  is  invited  to  write  to  us.  We 
have  no  waste  basket.  We  want  the  experience. 
The  editor  don't  know  it  all.  He  welcomes  let- 
ters from  the  readers.  Write  on  one  side  of  the 
sheet,  and  always  give  name  and  address.  Don't 
make  the  articles  too  long,  but  at  all  events 
write.  This  is  everybody's  paper. 

This  paper  is  only  SO  CENTS  a  year,  and 
one  or  two-cent  stamps  are  taken.  On 
trial  six  months  for  25  cents. 


The  Poultry  Keeper  to  the  Front. 

We  send  out  100,000  sample  copies  this  month, 
in  addition  to  our  large  circulation.  To  do  this 
we  may  be  a  little  late  reaching  some.  We  send 
you  the  sample  so  that  you  can  see  for  yourself 
what  the  paper  is.  We  stand  on  the  merits  of  the 
paper.  Our  motto  is  to  give  you  $10  worth  in 
each  issue. 

Campbell's  Eureka  Incubator. 

We  have  tested  both  the  Eureka  incubator 
and  brooder,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  at  our  request, 
is  making  them  at  a  lower  cost  so  as  to  bring 
them  in  cheaper.  The  incubator  is  self-regula- 
ting, and  works  nicely.  In  the  last  hatch  we 
made  we  secured  184  chicks  from  225  eggs.  The 
brooder  can  be  placed  out  doors.  It  is  made  by 
Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell,  West  Elizabeth,  Pa. 

Feathered  Legs  on  Plymouth  Rocks. 

The  Poultry  Yard  is  criticising  our  Plymouth 
Rock  Standard,  and  seems  to  be  floundering 
under  difficulties.  It  admits  much,  but  it  made 
the  hair  rise  on  us  by  stating  that  feathered  legs 
did  not  indicate  impurity  in  the  breed.  Well, 
that  was  once  the  case,  but  things  have  greatly 
changed  since.  Down  our  way  we  prefer  the 
feathers  off.  We  await  developments.  The 
market  fowl  seems  to  be  coming  to  the  top. 

For  Only  60  Cents. 

We  will  send  you  the  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  for  50  cents,  or  for  60  cents  the  paper  and 
any  one  of  the  books  below,  which  sell  at  25 
cents  each: 

"Poultry  for  Profit." 

"Incubators  and  Brooders." 

"Management  of  Young  Chicks." 

"Hile's  Book  on  Incubation." 

"Wigmore's  How  to  Caponize." 

"The  Poultry  Keeper  Special." 

Or  for  $1.00  we  will  send  any  one  of  the  above 
books  and  also  the  Poultry  Keeper,  Poultry 
Chum,  and  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend.  Cheap 
as  dirt.  The  Poultry  Keeper  alone  is  worth 
ten  times  that  sum.  ... 


Read  the  Dorking  Article. 

In  this  issue  we  give  a  long  article  on  Dork 
ings,  in  order  to  show  the  advantages  of  this 
much  overlooked  breed.  But  they  are  coming 
to  the  front.  They  are  not  bred  so  much  for 
standard  points  as  some  breeds,  being  stiictly  a 
market  fowl.  If  you  wish  to  try  Dorkings,  do 
not  give  too  much  attention  to  comb,  earlobes, 
and  wattles,  but  aim ,  for  compactness  of  body 
and  quality. 


The  Hotine  Incubator  Stove. 

We  find  that  the  Hotine  stove  has  been  raised, 
in  price,  and  that  Hotine  doubled  his  rates,  the 
consequence  being  that  a  better  and  cheaper 
stove  than  Hotine's  has  been  substituted  for  the 
hot-water  pipe  brooders,  and  it  is  now  in  use  at 
the  Hammonton  broiler  farms,  the  Hotine  stove 
being  almost  entirely  displaced.  Major  C.  M. 
Jordan,  Secretary  of  Hammonton  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, Hammonton,  N.  J.,  will  answer  all  in- 
quiries thereon. 

The  New  York  Show. 

Don't  fail  to  attend  the  New  York  Show.  It. 
will  be  well  worth  the  trip.  As  a  poultry  show, 
it  promises  to  be  up  to  any  of  its  predecessors.  - 
As  a  pigeon  show,  it  promises  to  go  beyond  any- 
thing ever  seen  in  this  country.  As  a  toy  dog. 
show,  its  prospects  are  most  encouraging.  The 
indications  are  that  every  department  will  be 
well  filled,  and  novelties  in  the  shape  of  curious 
tropical  birds,  rare  imported  land  and  water 
fowls,  and  valuable  toy  pets  will  make  the  exhi- 
bition one  of  unusual  attractiveness.  The  sales - 
department  will  offer  an  excellent  chance  to, 
obtain  thoioughbred  fowls  and  pigeons  at 
reasonable  prices,  and  breeders  desiring  to  in- 
crease their  stock,  or  add  new  varieties  should 
be  present.  The  time  of  the  show,  just  previous 
to  the  holidays,  is  convenient  for  the  breeders, 
and  just  the  time  to  visit  New  York  to  see  it  at 
its  best.  All  railroads  will  offer  special  rates  of 
fare  for  show  week,  and  everybody  should  avail, 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  see  a  great  ex- 
hibition and  a  great  city. 


Conger's  Invitation. 

Mr.  Felch  has  been  trying  to  make  it  appear 
that  the  West  was  not  the  proper  section  for  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Poultry  Association, 
statiirg  that  Rochester  would  allow  more  mem- 
bers to  attend,  which  was  only  to  "plaster  the 
eyes,"  as  just  what  the  old  ring  don't  want  is 
the  members.  What  they  feared  was  the  "new 
blood,"  but  Indianapolis  got  there  all  the  same.. 
Sid  Conger  thus  invites  everybody  to  be  present. 

Indiana  gets  the  A.  P.  A.— We  invite  all  the 
poultry  journals  in  the  world,  and  their  friends, 
to  be  with  us  January  18th  to  25th.  We  shall  try 
to  do  the  handsome  by  all,  and  believe  that 
"great  good"  will  come  from  this  meeting  and 
the  revision  of  the  standard.  We  thank  the- 
executive  committee  for  voting  to  hold  the  meet- 
ing with  us,  in  this,  the  most  central  place  it 
could  be  held.  We  believe  that  the  A.  P.  A.  will  i 
get  more  new  blood  at  this  meeting  than  it  ever 
got  at  one  meeting  before.  The  South,  North, 
East,  and  West,  will  all  be  here,  and  they  who- 
are  not  already  members  will  join.  Let  this 
great  association  spread  out,  taking  in  the  whole 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  not  be  a  little 
sectional  affair  composed  of  a  few  members  in- 
New  England.  If  Bro.  Felch's  ideas  and  advice 
were  carried  out  it  would  never  gain  strength, 
but  always  be  a  few  "elevenths"  in  New  York 
and  Massachusetts.  Now  it  has  a  chance  to  • 
c*u-ead,  and  I  say  let  her  spread  until  all  have  a 
chance  to  join. 

Yes,  but  the  "gang"  is  sending  out  letters  to- 
eastern  breeders  to  be  there  as  eastern  men 
(sectional),  claiming  they  need  the  votes.  Look 
out  for  the  "ring"  tactics. 

If  yon  receive  an  extra  copy,  or  care- 
nothing  for  this,  please  hand  to  some 
friend  or  person  interested  in  poultry. 
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T  A.  F.  Laudenslager,  breeder  and  shipper  of  Lt. 
IJ  .  Brahs.  and  Langshans.   Sacramento,  Pa. 

M am.  B . Turkeys,  Tou.  Geese,  Rou .  Dueks,  fine,  large ; 
III   low  price  for  Dec.    G.  Strange,  Hansom,  Mich. 

HOtDAKS  ONLY.— My  entire  stock  for  sale 
cheap.  J.  B.  HUMM,  Loudonville,  Onio. 

DDIMTIMP  for  poultrymen  a  specialty.  Pr.  List, 
rnlll  I  ll1U  Star  Printing  Office,  S.  Easton,  Pa. 


Minorcas  and  W.  Wyandotte  cockerels  $3  to 
*  S5  each.  IV.H.Hichs,  Cloud,  Chester  co,  Pa. 


w 

WTANDOTTES  exclusively.  Cockerels  for 
sale  at  §1  each.    F.  A.  Powers.  Norwalk,  (_). 

tO  for  1 ;  ?3  for  2:  S4  for  3:  Laced  Wyandottes. 
■9^1  Write  I.  Web.  Weeks,  West  Cleveland,  O. 


White  P.Eocks  and  'White  Wyandottes.  Fine 
birds,  fair  prices.  A.  H.Sharpless,  Catawissa,  Pa. 


ed  Caps.  Par.  Cochins,  W.  Cochins,  Wyandottes, 
Br.  Turkeys.    U.  T.  PACE,  Salem,  Ind. 


20 


P.  Rock  cockerels  $1  each.  Well  marked,  early 
hatch,  warranted.  Jno.  F.  Neiman,  Woodville,  O 


Ft 
I 


OK  SALE— Langshans,  Wyandottes  and  Hou- 
dans. Mrs. M.E.Martin,  Greenfield,  Highland  co,  O 


>URE-BRED  W.  P.  Rocks.  R.  C.  W.  Leghorns,  P. 
Ducks,  Wh.  Rabbits.  B.  A.  Chapman,  Ludlow,  Vt 

OUP  Receipt,  warranted  to  cure  or  no  pay,  send 
25c.  for  it.   Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owatonna,  Minn 


est  Rock  Poultry  Yards,  D.C.  Monson  breeds, 
Stan.  Wyan's,  P .  R's,  S.  0.  B.  Leg's.  Westville,  Ct 


BRONZE  TURK  jT-'  a  1  ^ each- mw- 


Bennett,  Sunman,  Ind, 


R.  A.  E.  GESLER,  Saranaca,  Mich,  closing  out 
Wyandotte  cockerels  and  Jap.  Bantams.  Fine. 


and  S.  C.  Br.  Leghorn  fowls  and  Wyandotte 
cks.  for  sale  cheap.    H.  OLDS,  Corry,  Pa. 


TWO  fine  R.  C.  W.  Leghorn  cock'ls  SI. 25;  good  P. 
Rock  cock'ls  50c.    L.  Atwater,  Elba,  N.  Y. 

20 

IMP.  stock,  Eng.  Pug  Puppies,  Wh.  Ply.|Rock,  P. 
Cochin  c' k'ls cheap.  0 .0 .Oldfather, "W  arsaw,  Ind. 


Wyandotte  cockerels  for  sale,  at  $1.50  to  $2  each. 
C.  C.  FU1TON,  Stewartstown,  York  Co.,  Pa. 


BLACK.  MINORCAS  AND  PLY.  ROCKS 
bred  by      J.  E.  LAMBERT,  Ypsilauti,  Mich. 


FINE  Thoroughbred  Poultry,  best  varieties.  Cir. 
free.  E.  J.  Chandler,  Kennett  Square,  Pa. 


: 


OR  SALE,  —One  improved  Perfect  Hatcher,  new 
No. 3, 1008  capacity. Price  Sll0.Box614Latrobe,Pa. 


Cockerel  Sale.— W.  Minorcas.  L.  Brahmas,  W.  and 
B .  Javas,  Wyan' s.  Eggs.  C.  Beecher,  Belding,  Mich. 

hite  Javas  and  W. P. Rocks  cheap.  Good  stock. 
Write  A.S.STELLMAN,  Alfred  Centre,  N.  Y. 


AD.  LONG,  Brookville,  Jeff.  Co.,  Pa.,  breeds 
•  and  has  for  sale,  White  Georgian  Games,  B. 
Javas,  Br.  Leghorns,  Wyandottes  and  Lt.  Brahmas. 


T-v  J.  PERRY,  Earlville,  111.,  breeder  of  Chester 
JLr»  Wh.  Swine,  P. Rocks,  strains,  Essex,  Conger, 
Pitkin.  6  males,  So,  5  hens  and  1  male,  mated,  for  S5. 


YANDOTTES,  B.  B.  R.  Games,  B.  Leghorns, 
W     Rouen  and  Pekin  Ducks  for  sale.   Send  for 
prices.   DELOS  SMITH,  St.  Johnsville,  N.  Y. 


HATCHERS  Improved  Exhibition  and  Shipping 
Coops,  regulation  sizes.  Light,  durable,  cheap. 
E.  H.  Houghton,  A  gt,  745  N .  Logan  Ave,  Cleveland,  O 


PATENTS 


Thos.P.  Simpson,  Washington, 
D.C.Noatty'sfee  until  Patent  ch- 
ained. Writefor  Incubator 'sGuide 


CHOICE  P.  R.  cockerels,  eggs  from  thoroughbred 
Wyandottes  and  P.  Rocks  in  season.  Reasonable. 
A.  M.  Shegogue,  Mount  Hope,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn. 


FOR  SALE.— Imported  3lack  Minorcas,  $10  ^  pair. 
P.  Cochins,  Langshans,  Laced  and  White  Wvan- 
dottes,Si  each,  all  No.i  stock,  evergreen  Poultry 
Yaeds,  L.  H.  Austin,  Proprietor,   Harford,  N.  Y. 


BARGAINS  ! 

I  have  a  fine  lot  of  Buff  Cochins,  Langshans,  S.  C. 
B.  Leghorns,  P.  Cockerels,  which  I  will  sell  cheap, 
considering  stock.    A.  J.  Glick,  Millersburg,  Ills. 


TESSE  3IILLEB,  OXFORD.  IOWA,  breeds 
tf  and  has  for  sale  the  best  prize  P.  Cochins,  unsur- 

Sassed  for  their  rich  mahogany  plumage,  fine  pencil- 
lg,  heavy  leg  and  toe  feathering,  also  prize  Wyan's. 


FOR  SALE.— Light  Brahmas,  Partridge  Cochins, 
Wyandottes,  Black  Minorcas,  W. C.B.Polish,  75 
Pekin  and  Rouen  Ducks.  2  pair  Embden  Geese.Stock 
first  class.  List  free.J.T.  Bull  &  Bro.,  Westville,  O. 


Imported.  WYANDOTTES  and  LAX6SHAX., 
of  the  Highest  Grades.   Cross  Lake  Ponltry 

Yards.  Plainville.  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. 

OLENTANGY  POULTRY  YARDS.  — The 
most  extensive  poultry  range  in  Ohio.  37  houses 
and  44  yards  covering  10  acres  of  ground;  over  1000 
chcics  birds  if  all  the  1:  .  lnif,  varlatfes  winning  first 
premiums  wherever  exhibited,  16  first  from  20  entries. 
Also  inventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  Olentangy 
Brooder.,.  A  few  choice  birds  for  sale.  Eggs  for  hatch. 
In  season.  Cir.  free.  Geo.  S.  Singer,  Cardington,  O. 


HA.  JONES,  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  for  sale 
•  Part,  and  B.  Cochins,  Wh.,  Colored  and  S. 
Grey  Dorkings,  Peacocks,  W.  C.  B.  and  Golden 
Polish,  P.  Rocks,  Muscovey,  Pekin,  Aylesbury,  Wh., 
Call  and  Cayuga  Ducks,  all  kinds  Bantams,  50  pairs 
of  Pigeons.    '  'Square  dealing, ' '  my  motto. 


OT7l~\j  I  \  Ten  cents  (silver)  or  1  cent  stamps, 
O  J_J_LM  XJ  and  have  your  address  placed  on 
Folger's  Name  Directory  (2nd  Edition)  which 
goes  to  publishers  all  over  the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  who 
will  send  you  Free,  Samples,  Papers,  Books,  Maga- 
zines, Poultry  Papers,  Works  of  Art  and  Chromo 
Cards  of  every  description.  All  who  send  will  re- 
ceive a  copy  of  the  Directory,  as  soon  as  published, 
Free.   Address  M.  C.  FOLCSER, 

Cranville,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y. 


THE  LOGAN  STRAIN  OF  WYANDOTTES 
None  better  in  America.  Choice  stock  for  sale. 
5  splendid  two-yea»-old  hens  and  a  fine  cockerel  for 
?15.  5  good  two-year-old  hens  and  fine  cockerel  for 
§10.  2  pullets  and  cockerel,  fit  to  show  in  any  exhibi- 
tion in  the  land,  for  §15.  4  fine  exhibition  cockerels 
at  S5  each.  6  pullets,  extra  nice,  S20.  6  pullets, 
splendid  breeding  stock,  $15.  10  good  breeding  cock- 
erels at  S3  each.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Send  at 
once  for  what  you  want  to  J.  C.  BRIDGE,  Logans- 
port,  Ind. 


AG.  WESTON,  Lnadilla,  Mich.,  Brahmas. 
•Wyandottes,  Houdans,  IS.  Javas.  Write  for  prices 


JR.  SKINNER.  Fulton,  Mich., 
*  you  prices  on  Wyandottes.  Java 


wants  to  give 
ii  B.  Leghorns. 


EB.  MURPHY,  Cannel,  Ind..  breeds S.  C.  Br 
•  Leghorns  exclusively.   4ST"Write  for  prices. 


3VE  O  3XT  IE  "ST  SAVES! 


^SS^Order  your  periodicals  of  us, 
and  save  money.  Look  at  this  list, 
and  see  that  you  get  in  many  instan- 
ces two  papers  for  less  than  the  price 
of  one. 


HEAE  YE  DEAF. 

Garmore'8  Improve  S  Artificial  Ear  Drams 
As  Invented  and  worn  by  bim  perfectly 

restoring  the  hearing.  Entirely  deaf  for  thirty  years 
he  hears  with  them  even  whispers  distinctly.  Are 
not  observable,  and  remain  in  position  without 
aid.  Descriptive  pamphlet  with  testimonials  free. 
JOHN  GARMORE.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

SSOO  CASH  will 
buy  a  good  house 
and  lot  in  town, 

with  NEW  Ponltry  House.  Rims.  Yards, 
Rabbit  Honse,  and  200  fine  thoroughbred  fowls, 
and  a  well-established  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  busi- 
ness. Good  reasons  for  selling.  Write  quick  for 
full  particulars.   A  FINE  BUSINESS  DONE. 

J ft     TIDTflN         VAN  CLE  YE,  IOWA. 
.   H.    liriUil,  Marshall  county. 


A  RARE  CHANCE! 


American  Agriculturist  31 

Journal,  Chicago   1 

1 
1 
■1 
2 


Look  Hero  Quick! 

Wishing  to  change  our  location,  we  offer  1,000 
Choice  Thoroughbred  Fowls,  all  varieties, 

at  your  own  prices  to  close  out.  Write  for  what 
you  want  quick  and  get  Great  Bargains !  One 
200  egg  "Perfect  Hatcher"  Incubator  and 
one  Eureka'  1  Brooder,  new,  never  used,  200 
chick  capacity.  The  two  machines  cose  $85,  will 
sell  both  for  §40  cash.  Don't  delay.  First  money 
takes  them.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Address 
FANCIERS'  AGENCY, 
Marshall  Co.,       -       -       Yancleve,  Iowa. 


' '  Farmer,  Baltimore 
'•       Farmer,  Ft.  Wayne 

Art  Amateur  

Arthur's  Home  Magazine  

American  Rural  Home.  

Babyland  

Bee  Keepers'  Magazine(aft.Jan.l,  '87 

Breeders'  Gazette   3 

Chicago  Weekly  Inter-Ocean   1 

Century   4 

Christian  Herald,  New  York   1 

City  and  Country   1 

Cultivator  and  Country  Gentleman..  2 

Demorest's  Monthly  Magazine   2 

Detroit  Free  Press   1 

Farm  and  Garden  

Farmer's  Review  

Farm  Journal,  Philadelphia 

Farmer,  Maryland  

Farmer  and  Manufacturer... 

Farm  and  Fireside  

Fanciers'  Gazette,  (Poultry) 

Frank  Leslie's  111.  Newspaper  I  4 

"  Popular  Monthly  I  3 

"  Sunday  Magazine. ... I  2 

I  Fanciers'  Weekly  \  1 

I  Gardeners'  Monthly  j  2 

Gleason's  Companion. 
Godey's  Lady's  Book. 

I  Golden  Days  

Golden  Argosy  

Game  Breeder  

Game  Fowl  Monthly.. 

Harper's  Bazaar  

Weekly   

"  Monthly  

Young  People. 


FOR  SALE!  BIG  BABGAINS!  FORSALE! 

In  order  to  make  room  for  young  stock  we  offer 
these  bargains  until  January  1st: 

Per  Trio. 

6  trios  B.  Minorcas,  fine  early  hatched  S10 

8    "  B.  Minorcas,  later  hatched,  good   7 

10    "  Felch  Lt.  Brahmas,  April  hatch  S6to8 

10    "  Langshans,  fine  $6  to  8 

6    "  R.  C.  W.  Leghorns   4 

8    "  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns   4 

5     "  P.  Rocks,  Pitkin  strain,  fine   8 

5  "P.  Rocks,  Pitkin  strain,  fine   6 

10     "  Wyandottes  Soto 8 

20    "  Pekin  Ducks,  Rankin  strain   4 

3    "  Fine,  large  W. P.  Rocks,  Frost  strain  10 

3    "  W.  P.  Rocks,  later  hatched   7 

8  Imp.  B.Minorca  hens  and  cock— 840;  half  cost. 
40  P.  R.,  Lang's,  L.  B.,  Wyan.  c'k'ls  each. .  .S2  to  3 
15  B.Minorca  cock'ls,  from  imp.  birds, each, $2,  S3  4 

8  White  Leghorns  and  cock,  good  10 

8  P.  R.  hens  and  cockerel,  fine     15 

8  Lt.  Brahma  hens  and  cock  or  cockerel   15 

6  R.  C.  W.  Leghorns  and  cock   8 

1  Pair  W.  C.  B.  Polish   fine   5 

Choice  exhibition  stock  for  sale  at  moderate  prices. 
All  stock  guaranteed  as  represented— no  culls  at  any 
price.  Order  at  once  as  these  bargains  will  not  last. 
Ponltry  Supplies-  of  every  description  at  low 
prices.  Send  4c.  tor  60  page  catalogue  and  book  of  in- 
formation. It  will  pay  you.  Address:  Michigan 
Poultry  Farm,  Saline,  Mich.   Geo.  J.  Nissly,  Prop. 


l 

2 
3 
3 

1 

4 
4 
4 
,  2 

Horseman,  Chicago  1  4 

1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
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Household 

Housekeeper,  (Minn)  

111.  London  News  (Am.  Ed.)  

111.  Christian  Weekly  (new  subs.).. 
Rural  New-Yorker  (seed  premium). 

Mothers  Magazine  

New  York  Tribune,  weekly.;  

"        World,  weekly  

Our  Little  Ones  and  N  ursery  ; . 

Peterson's  Ladies'  Magazine  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Press  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Times  

Practical  Farmer,  Philadelphia  

Phrenological  Journal  

Poultry  Bulletin,  New  York  

Poultry  World  

Prairie  Farmer  

Presbyterian  Journal  

Poultry  Monitor,  Springfield,  O  

Poultry  Yard,  (American)  

Poultry  Journal,  (American)  

Poultry  Journal,  (Ohio)  

Poultry  Monthly  

Poultry  Chum  

"      Record  ,  (St.  Louis)  

"  Raiser  

"       Fancier,  (N.E  )  

Poultry  Guide  and  Friend  

Pigeon  Fanciers'  Journal  

Poultry  Mascot  

Scientific  American  

Seedtime  and  Harvest;'.  

St.  Nicholas  

Southern  Fancier-;  

Toledo  Blade-  

Vick's  Monthly  Magazine  

Wide  Awake  

Wyandotte  Herald  

Youth's  Companion,  (new  subsonly) 


l  40  $1  20 
95 
95 
75 
3  25 

1  60 
65 
45 
25 

2  50 
95 

3  75 

1  00 
75 

2  25 


1  45 
1  411 
95 

3  65 
1  95 

1  10 
90 
70 

2  70 
1  40 

4  05 
1  50 

1  00 

2  4U 


2  15  1  75 

1  45  95 

65  35 

1  60  1  10 

65  35 


1  30 
80 
95 

1  00 
4  00 
3  00 
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The  Clieapest  and  most  «_T  ■  mT 

Popular  Illustrated  Fam-ff^  H  R  I  S  T  I  A  SV 
ily  Religious  paper  pud-i  W *Up  4  *HW 
lished.  %^      AN.D  SIGNS  0F 


.  An  Illustrated  16  - page 

ERALD  journal,  Evangelical  and 
undenominational,  issued 
OUR  TIMES,  every  week. 


(Below  is  a  reduced  fac-Bimile  ox  a  card  from  Dr.  Talmage.) 

f4**^~<**^  Contains 


also 

Sunday  morning 


the  latest 
sermon  by 


A  Verbatim  Report  of  the 
sermon  preached  by  -  , 

.  ^S£2^«ev.C.H.SPySGE0H, 


on  Sunday  mornin 
ably  appears  the  iun\jY,mg  .  , 
Thursday.  ^Y*^ 
In  every  issue  there  is  also-^w^C 
a  portrait  of  some  prominent  A- 
person,  with  biography  and  ',  /.,  7 
pictures'    an  article  on  the  »»-A»-A^£a^ 


Prophecies  now  being   ful-  L^n^i^-  . 
filled ;  notes  on  the  Sunday  /\_  ,  . 

School  lesson,  by  Mrs.  M.   /\^/d~C  fris^ 
Baxter;   a  summary  of  the 

week's  news  from  all  parts  of  (j^-^-fX^u.  rh-^y  ¥  ■■Jtrrb 

Address,  THE  MANAGER,  63  Bfble  House,  New  York. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Co.  will  send  The  Christian  Herald  and  Poultry  Keeper,  both  one  year,  and, 
any  25-cent  book  advertised  herein,  all  for  only  $1.50. 


of  London,  and  part  of  a  new 
and  original  serial  story  of 
thrilling  interest,  written  spe- 
cially for  this  journal,  a  num- 
ber of  pictures,  short  stories, 
anecdotes,  etc. 

Single  copies,  price  3  cents, 
sold  by  all  newsdealers.  If  not 
on  sale,  can  be  ordered. 
Special  terms  to  Agents  and 
Ministers. 

Annual  subscription  $1.50. 
Sample  copy  free 


1887. 
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F 


na  Farm  Poultry  Yards,  Washington ville, 
N.Y. Ex. Strains,  W. &  L.Wyan's.B.  Andaius'ns 

OR  SALE.— Choice  Lt.  Brah.  $1  ea;  eggs  in  sea- 
son $1  per  set.  A.  N.  Doane,  Gainesville,  N.Y. 

>LY.  ROCKS  and  Br.  Leghorns,  a  few  more  left. 
For  sale  cheap.  L.  E.  Benedict,  Lima,  In .  Y. 


Imported  brown  leghorns  .—Eggs  and  birds 
ready.  Prices  moderate.  B.  Fox,  Sewell,  N.  J. 

MONARCH  INCUBATOR  for  sale,  600  egg,  only 
$75.    New,  and  hatches  well.   J.  R.  BARR, 
Raub,  Indiana. 


$1 


EACH.— High  class  P.  Rocks  and  P.  Ducks 
Sat.  guar.    C.  &  A.  Mills,  Mt.  Palatine,  111. 


'BUFF  COCHINS  f-°™-B'  mati5gs; score  to-9 


i  M.J.Barton,  Jacksonville,  111. 


Q»;  Pays  for  the  Poultry  Guide  and 

£i<J  KJ*   Friend  one  year.  Claremont,  fa. 


F 


iOR  SALE.— 400-egg  Andrews  Hatcher,  and  W.F. 
T.  Pigeons.  Levi  T.  Passmore,  Embreeville,Pa. 


ightBrahm  as.  Early  hatch:never  had  finer.  A  few 
.  Wyandottes.       J.  A.  ROBERTS,  Malvern,  Pa. 


AGENTS  wanted.  $1  an  hour,  50  new  articles.  Catl. 
and  sample  free.  C.  E.  Marshall,  Lockport,  N.Y. 

WC  D   CDH  HICU  23  years.    J.  BENNETT, 
.  T.  D.  OrHlllon  Sunnian,  Ind.  Cir.free. 

DURE  P.  Ducks,  10  for  §5.  Choice  Langshans  and 
1  B. Leghorns  $1  each.  H.C.CUMBY,Glasgow,Ill. 


;OR  SALE.— 200  L.  Brahmas  and  P.  Rocks.  Large 
fine  birds;  good  stock.  L.Hayman,Boscobel,Wis. 


Brahmas,  Langshans,  B.  Leghorns  andWyan- 
J«-dottes.  Rev. i.C Smith's  Sons, Rose  Point,  Pa. 


hite's  Prep'd  Shells  for  poul.  200  lb.  bags  $2;  2 
or  more  §1.50.  G.W.  White.  Salisbury,  Md. 


F 
B 


INELang.  chicks  (Mortimer  stock)  SI @ 1 . 50  each. 
Stamp .  Mrs.  H .  K.  Cassell,  Roxborough,  Phila.  Pa. 


BONZE  TURKEYS  and  P.  Rocks  a  specialty. 
WM.  H.  VAN  DOREN,  BUCKINGHAM,  ILL. 


T 


horoughbred  P.  Rs,,  S.C.  B. Leghorns,  Imp.  P. 
Ducks.  D.O.Bacon,  410  Clark  St.,  Ft.  Scott.Kan 


AMMOTH  Br.  Turkeys,  P.  Rocks,  &  Pea  Fowls 
for  sale.   MRS.  C.  A.  Hall,  Niantic,  111. 


Hammonton  Incubators  with  roller  trays,  336 
egg  $25:  225  egg  $18;   Send  for  circular.   W.  E. 
NEWTON,  125  Penna.  Ave.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 


F 


INE  W.  Leghorn  and  P.  Rock  cockerels,  §2  and 
$3  each.  G.  E.  Chalfant,  Brooklyn  Village,  O. 


>TJRE  FISH  MEAL,  best  meat  and  bone  food  for 
poultry.   A.  R.  Comstock.  Sayville,  L.  Island. 


F 


Rocks  andWyandoties  carefully  bred  and 
.  for  sale.     Eva  Germain,  Box  21,  Gardner.  111. 

lor  choice  L.  Brah.,  Wyan.,  P.  Rocks  and  P. 
Ducks.    Mrs.  I.  L.  Parker,  Tracy  City,  Tenn. 


Pure  Langshans  for  sale.— T.  J.  Sprague, 
Prop.,  Quality  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  NapervilTe,  111 


100 


Thoroughbred  P.  Rock  &  Langshan  chicks  for 
sale.  Circu.  Wm.  A.  Dreher,  Drehersville,  Pa. 


s 


trictly  Pure  B.Leghorn  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale. 
Circular  free.  P.  A.  AREHART,  Timberville,  Va. 


Beautiful  Laced  Wyndotte  and  P.  Rock 
chicks  31,  Si. 50, §2 each.  W .R. Teeter,  Pittston, Pa 


SC.  AY.  Leghorns,  Knapp's  Strain,  for 
.  sale.       L.  F.  KEEBAUGH,  Hannibal,  Mo. 


Dorkings,Rrahmas,Cochins  and  Pigeons 
for  sale.   D.  Kirchenbower,  Sweedesboro,  N.J. 


II.  WYANDOTTE  &  W.  P.  Rock  chicks,B0O 
for  sale  cheap.   TIM  LEROTJX,  Toledo,  O. 


FOR  SALE.— S.  S.  Hamburg  cockerel  and  pullets. 
Address,  EUGEN  E  HALL,  Moberly,  Bio. 


QQfl  Funny  Selections,  Scrap  Pictures,  etc.,  and  nice 
OOU  Sample  Cards  for  2c.  Hill  Pub.  Co.,  Cadiz,  O. 

HL.  SHELBY,  Reddick.  Illinois. 
«  Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry. 

JHAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa.. 
.  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Inip'td.  W.  Minorcas. 


B 


lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  vnth  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


STANDARD  Lt.  BRAHMAS.  Grand  birds,  rea- 
sonable prices    A.  D.  Colegrove,  Corry,  Pa. 

iWBAToRSfreind^r^7^" 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


FOR  SALE  CHEAP.— Lt.  Brahmas,  Ply.  Bocks, 
Langshans  and  Wyandottes.   W.  M.  SHARP, 
Sunnyside  Poultry  Farm,  Newville,  Curnb.  Co.,  Pa. 


B 

for 


R.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
's ning  1st  prizes  wherever  shown.  Send  stamp 
circular.  Box 470,  CORTLAND,  N.Y. 


CW.  IDELL,  Commission  merchant  in 
•  Green  and  Dried  Fruits,   Poultry,   Eggs,  etc. 
333  Washington  Street,  N.Y.  Price  currents  free. 


JOHN  P.  PYLE,  Willow  Dale  Pa.,  Thoroughbred 
Wyandottes,  M.  Javas,  Buff  Cochins,  L.  Brah- 
mas, P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Ducks. 


BR.  Turkeys,  pr.  §5;  W.  Guineas  trio  $5,  P.  Ducks 
trio  S3;  Scotch  Terriers,  (A.  K.  R.)  Pecan 
Grove  Farm,  Okawville,  111. 


Eclipse  Incubator  for  sale,  nearly  new,  §35,  freight 
prepaid.   Choice  Plymouth  Rock  cockerels  §2 
each.   Address,  Josiah  Zimmerman,  Clyde,  Ohio. 

OR  SALE. — 2  pr  Bl.  Minorca  chks.,  alsoW.C.B. 
Polish.  W.  H.  Cunningham,  Chenango  Bridge,  N  .Y 


FOR  SALE— Wyandotte  cockerels;  a  limited  num- 
ber of  ex.  large  birds;  §1.50  ea.  Conger  &  Burpee 
strain.   Sat.  guar.  J .  H.  Bastard,  Copopa,  Ohio. 

BOOKS  open  and  receiving  orders  for  eggs,  at  my 
Poultry  Yards,    and    solicit  correspondence. 
GUY  S.  QUARLES,  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP— MY  ENTIRE  STOCK 
of  S.C.  W.  LEGHORN'S.  Write  for  pricesat  once. 
C.  A.  JOHANNES  EN,  West  7th  Street,  Erie,  Pa. 


DnilC'IMCAl  For  Poultry,  Granulated  Bone  and 
DUUE,  IIIE.HL  Crushed  Ovster  Shells.  Send  for 
Price-list.  York  Chemical  Works,  York,  Pa. 

BONE  MILLS. — We  are  Western  agents  for  Wil- 
son's Bone  and  Shell  Mills.   Save  freight  by  or- 
dering from  us.  Thompson  Bros.,  Muscatine,  la. 


s 


ID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock,  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P .  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir 


Choice  High  Class  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns. 
Great  layers.  J.  H.  Kaufman  &  Son,  Gardner,  111. 


JAMES  A.  STIMSON.  DAY,  NEW  YORK, 
has  for  sale  White  Wyandottes,  R.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  Houdans,  Langshans.  Prices  reasonable 


5 Cents  for  Manual  how  to  make  Egg  food,  Tonics,  In- 
cubator(and  to  man'g),  Preserve  eggs,  etc.,  with 
Pict'l  desc'p'n  of  fowls.   W.S.Fultz,  Mt.Vernon,  O 


GEO.  FOX,  Torresdale,  Phila.,Pa„  Breeder 
of  Langshans,  W.  Wyandottes  and  W.  Leghorns. 
Exhibition  birds  a  specialty.  Send  for  Circular. 


800  Beautiful  Laced  Wyandottes  For  Sale. —Cocks, 
cock'ls,  hens,  pullets.  Fair  birds 75c;  good§l;fine 
§1.50;  best  S2.    A.J.  FOUCH,  Warren,  Pa. 


THOSE  wanting  Pure  Black  Javas,  Wyandottes, 
Langshans,  Lt.  Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks  at  §3(S>,4  ^ 
trio  should  send  to  Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


PK.   Incubator.— Used   at  the  Great 
•  Hammonton  Broiler  Farms.    Only  §25  for  225 
eggs.  The  cheapest.  C.E.SMALL.Hammonton.N.J- 


AH.  LANG,  Toledo,  O.— Wyandottes,  Lang- 
•  shans,  L.  Brail's,  P.  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper . 


LT.  Brahma  Eggs  §2  per  13 ;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.    Mrs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Hillside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von,  Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggsforhatch- 
ing  and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


UCbC  VflH  ADC  Elegant  large  Wh.  Cochin  ch. 
nCr.E.  lUU  Hilt,,  for  sale.  Send  for  circular 
and  terms.   E.  J.  KIRBY,  Marshall,  Mich. 


FOR  Practical  Incubator  Heat  Regulators,  Egg 
Turners,  Moisture  Gauges,  Thermometers,  send 
for  circulars.   J.  W.  Hile,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas. 


Send  5c.  for  a  sample  of  the  Southern  Poultry 
Guide.  The  best  adver.  nied.  for  poultrymeu 
in  the  South.     Ad.  Guide  Pub. Co.,  Meridian,  Miss 


Bosecombed  White  Leghorn  Cockerels,  will  score 
94,   onlv  §2  each.   Black  Leghorns  52  per  pair, 
M.  D.  BRANDAY,  Whitney's  Point,  N.Y. 


Atlantic  Poultry  Yards.— Recent  imp.  from 
Eng.,W.C.  &  S.G. Dorkings.  F.ggs  after  Jan.  1 
Stamp  for  cir.  C.M.Jordan  &  Co.,  Hammonton,  N.J 


AMI  V  CI  EACH.— Choice  W.  &  B.  Leghorns, 
UNLI  3)1  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  P.  Rocks,  P.  Ducks, 
L.  Brahmas.  Write.   H.  C.  Hunt,  San  Jose,  111. 


Col.  J.  Leffel,  Springfield,  O.,  the  smallest  man  in 
the  world  for  his  age,  breeds  all  varieties  Poultry, 
Pigeons,  Rabbits,  Ferrets,  Guinea  Pigs,  Ponies,  etc. 


BRONZE  TURKEYS,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Rocks, 
P.  Ducks,  Knapp'sW.  Leghorns,  choice  W.  C. 
B.Polish  cockerels.  Miss  Ella  Humes,  Avondale,  Pa. 


LIGHT  AND  DARK  BRAHMAS.— §2  each, 
S5  per  trio.    Address,   ELMER  E.  MUGG, 
Dundee,  Mich. 


Mammoth  Bronze  Turkeys  and  Poland 
China  Hogs.  Breeder  of  the  noted  Tom,  C.  J. 
Ward,  scoring  100  points.  B.L.Wood,  Springdale,  la. 

FOR  SALE.— Bl.  Cochins,  fowls  and  chicks  from 
my  grand  mat  ing  of '87;  sell  cheap  to  make  room. 
Send  for  prices.   W.  H.  Clark,  Meclianicsburg,  O. 


BLACK  MINORCAS,  WHITE  AND  LACE 
Wyandottes,  Lt.  Brahmas,  P.  Rocks,  Langsh's 
§3  to  §8  per  trio.  Lewis  C.Beatty,  Washington,  N.J 

CHAS.  M.  GKIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Eggs,  §3  per  13,  §5  per  26,  §6  per  39.  Send  for  circular 

HICKORY  Orchar-"   Stock  and  Poultry  Farm;  15 
leading  varieties  jaud  and  water  fowls.    P.O.  Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J .  A.  Alger,  Kirksville,  Mo. 


nn  B.WILSON,  Independence, Mo.,  manufacturer 
X  .  of  the  Missouri  Valley  Incubator,  the  best  self- 
regulating  machine  made.   Circulars  free:  write. 


FOR  SALE  CHEAP.— 50  Rose  Comb  White  and 
Brown  Leghorn,  and  Single  Comb  Br.  Leghorn 
cock'ls  if  taken  soon.  W.H.Dwight,  Woodstock,  111 


FOR  SALE.— Light  Brahma  fowls  and  chicks. 
Cockerels  of  W.  Plymouth  Rocks  and  W.  C.  B, 
Polish.   S.  S.  BOSSERT,  Pughtown,  Pa. 


WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecoaurs,  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.  Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.T.  Thomas,  Whitford,  Pa. 

WHITE  &  CTJRTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.   Eggs  in 
season.   Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 

nCNMTD  Pni  J- A-  bailey  &  co.,vet- 
uLHVE.n,  liUL  eran  breeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.  Our  spei  ialties  have  ajrain 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886 .  Eggs  $3  f,13;  $5  %  26. 


FOR  SALE.— 200  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  my  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  and  prices. 

II.  A.  BBADSIIAW,  Lebanon,  Ind. 


~T7~  \  "VTC!  \  C!  POULTRY  YARD  IN- 
XVixJN  DAD  CURATORS,  J.  W.  Hiles' 
Regulators.    Circulars  free. 

G.  D.  FRENCH,  Supt.,  Newfield,  N.  J. 


IDE  ROSSITER,  box  232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
breeder  of  Games  only.  B.  B.  Reds,  ' Red  Pyles, 
S.  Duckwing,  Tait  Claibornes,  Belfast  Reds,  and 
crosses;  all  farm  raised.   Warranted  good  as  any. 


KB.  DANA,  Radnor,  Del.  Co.,  Pa., 
a   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 


FOR  SALE.— 5  hens,  1  cock,  Imported  White  Mi- 
norcas, also  chicks,  W.  Wyandottes  and  W.  P. 
Rocks,  Eureka  incubator,  first-class  order,  300  egg 
size.  W.  H.  Cunningham,  Chenango  Bridge,  N.Y. 


YOUR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
with  self-inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  BLAKELY, 

Bradford,  McKean  county,  Pa 


KIND  FRIENDS.— On  account  of  moving  we 
are  sellingom  our  stock  of  Wyandottes,  Golden 
Sebright  Bantams,  L.Brahmas.M.B.Turkeys.P.  and 
Muscovey  Ducks.     Harris  &  ~Seff,  Businessburg,  O. 


W Wyandottes,  W.P.Rock.B.  Minorca  Cock- 
•  erels  for  sale:  no  pullets.  Laced  Wyan' s,  hens, 
pullets  and  cock'ls  for  sale;  very  fine.  My  stock  from 
the  best.   Box  78.  AUG.D.  Arnold,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 


VERY  FINE  P.  ROCKS,  §2  each,  §5  per  Trio. 
Cockerels  §1.50  and  §2.5u  each:  very  choice §5 each. 
Japanese  Bantams  §6  perjpair.  Won  6  premiums  at 
Iowa  State  Fair  '87.  J.BANCROFT,  Cedar  Falls, la. 


-:-SPLENDID  PREMIUMS-:- 

For  Obtaining  New  Subscribers ! 

No.  of  Subs.  ■  Value. 

1  700  Album' Verses,  §  15 

1  Incubators  and  Brooders,  (Jacobs)      -      -  25 

1  Management  of  Young  Chicks,  (Jacobs),  25 

1  GaskeU's  Hand  Book,  -----  25 

1  Architecture  Simplified,  -----  25 

1  How  to  Tell  the  Age  of  a  Horse.  30 

1  Poultry  for  Pleasure  and  Profit,       -     -  25 

1  1001  Riddles,      -      --      --     --  25 

1  "One  Thousand  Facts",    -  25 

1  Temperance  Volume,      -----  50 

1  Small  Fruits  and  Poultry,  -  35 

1  Poultry  for  Profit,  (Jacobs).  25 

1  Conklin's  Handy  Manual,  25 

2  German  Silver  Check  for  Keys,  -  v  26 
2  Fisher's  Grain  Tables,  -  -  -  -  40 
2  Scribner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  -  -  35 
2  Ten  Packages  of  Garden  or  Flower  Seeds,  50 
2  Ropp's  Easy  Calculator,  -----  60 
2  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (paper),  -  -  -  50 
2  Poultry  Chum,  1  year,  25 

2  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend,  1  year,     -      -  25 

3  How  to  Select  Cows,  by  Willis  P.  Hazard,  50 
3  1  year's  sub.  to  the  Farmer's  Magazine,  -  50 
3  Ladies'  Manual  of  Fancy  Work,  -  50 
3  Stencil  Plate  for  Clothing  or  Grain  Bags,  50 

3  Ropp's  Easy  Calculator,       -      -      -      -  1  00 

4  Farmer's  Account  Book*  -  75 
4  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (cloth),  -  -  -  1  00 
4  Everybody's  Paint  Book,    -     -     -      -  l  00 

4  Dollar  Dictionary,   -     -     -     -     -  -100 

5  Solid  Silver  Thimble,  any  size,  -  -  75 
8  American  Agriculturist,  -  -  -  -  1 50 
8  The  Poultry  World,  Stoddard's,  -  -  125 
8  How  to  be  Your  Own  Lawyer,      -     -     -  l  50 

10  Setting  Langshan  Eggs,     ...     -  3  00 

10  Setting  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs,      -     -     -  2  00 

10  Gleason's  Family  Physician,    -     -     -  3  00 

10  Youth's  Companion  (new  subscribers)-      -  175 

10  Moore's  Universal  Assistant,    -      -     -  2  50 

10  Farmer's  Record  and  Account  Book,  -     -  3  00 

10  Setting  Wyandotte  Eggs,  -      -      -     -  3  00 

15  Wood's  Patent  Corn  Shelter,     -      -      -  3  00 

17  Polyopticon  and  200  pictures,  prepaid,     -  2  50 

40  Scotch  Collie  Pup,   800 

50  Celestina,     -     -     -      -      -      -      -    -  25  00 

50  Bijou  Orcliestrone,   25  00 

N  ote— Renewals  will  count  the  same  as  new  sub- 
scribers, except  where  a  premium  is  given  for  one 
subscriber,  and  that  is  for  new  subscribers  only.  Tha 
name  must  be  other  than  the  one  who  sends  it. 
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Dec 


IMPROVED  TRUMP  II 
Warranted  to  Hatch,  equal  to 
if  not  better  than  any  Hatcher  in  the  world,  or  money 
refunded,  100-size,  S15.  I  .T.  Slemmer,  Marydel,  Md. 


INCUBATOR 


YAI  l.KY  STOCK  and  POULTRY  FARM. 
Poland-China  Hogs,  B.  Turkeys,  P.  Ducks  and 
all  leading  breeds  of  chickens.  Will  sell  cheap  to  re- 
duce stock.  D.B.  Showaltek,  Dale  Enterprise,  Va. 


WYANDOTTES,  P.  ROCKS,  HOCDAHS, 
Lt.  Brahmas,  S.S.  Hamburgs,  Langshans,  S.C. 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns  to  sell.  500  to  select 
from.  Stock  from  most  popular  breeders  in  America. 
TV.  C.  TVest,'No.250  N .  Emporia  Ave,  Wichita,  Kan. 


I  SHIP  AT  SINGLE  RATES! 

Gem  Poultry  Tarda.  Chardon,  O.,  S.  C.  W.  and 

B.  Leghorns,  scoring  SH'£  to  97.  Fine  young  stock,  S7 
to  §15  trio.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Cir.  for  stamp. 

Ednr.  S.Hickman,IrTine,IVarren  Co. .Pa., 
Has  a  Choice  lot  of  Young  Stock  of  the  following 
varieties  for  sale:  Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
W.  F.  Black  Spanish,  S.C.W.and  Brown  Leghorns. 
Bred  from  the  best  stock  in  the  country.  Write  for 
wants ;  am  closing  out.    Send  stamp  for  Circular. 

C1HAS.  I.  BABSES,  Toledo,  Ohio,  Proprl- 
j  etor  of  one  of  the  largest  Poultry  Farms  in  the 
West.  600  Lt.  Brahmas.  Langshans,  Standard  and 
White  Wyandottes,  White  Plymouth  Rocks.  Black 
Minorcas  and  Pekin  Ducks.  10  acres  devoted 
to  poultry.  Write  for  wants.  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. 


CHANCE  FOR  MUSIC— A  new  $12  Organette 
and  $6  worth  of  music  extra,  can  be  bought  for 
only  $10.  No  better  holiday  gift.  For  Information 
address  A.  H.  POTTS,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


MONROE  CITY  POULTRY  ASSOCIATION, 
breeders  of  32  varieties  of  thoroughbred  laud 
and  water  fowls.  Fowls  and  eggs  for  sale  in  season. 
Write.   J.  H. Shearman,  Sec'y,  Monroe  City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE  CHEAP— P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  White 
and  Laced  Wyandottes,  L.  Brahmas,  P.  Ducks,  T. 
Geese,  Br.  Turkeys,  Ital. Bees. Eggs  in  season.Single 
rates  ex.    N.J.  Israel,  Beallsville,  Alonroe  co. ,  Ohio. 

WYANDOTTE,  Langshan,  Plymouth  Rock,  B. 
Java,  Leghorns,  thoroughbred  stock.  $1  to  §1.50 
ea.  Eggs  in  season  prepaid.  Send  postal  for  circular. 
JOE  GRAVES,  Am.  Ex.  Agt.,  Black  River,  N.  Y. 


WRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  forcircu.  and 
price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 

ANDREWS  HATCHERS  p™^"- 

f\  Send  for  circular.   E.  K.  GAMING  «fc  CO., 

successors  to  Andrews  Hatcher  Co.,  Elmira,  X.  T. 

WYANDOTTES,  )  Eggs  $2.  1st  prize 
PLY.  ROCKS,    $  stock  cockerels  for 
sale.    Best  broilers  and  layers  for  cross  breeding. 
Irish  A-  Lory,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.   Cir.  free. 


NEVTUS  A  CAUFFMAN,  Importers  and 
Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Light 
Brahmas,  Buff  Cochins,  Langshans,  White  Wyan- 
dottes, White  Plymouth  Rocks,  White  and  Silver 
Grey  Dorkings,  La  Fleche  and  Rare  Bantams.  Send 
stamp  for  catalogue.  Office  204  Walnut  Place, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POULTRY  SUPPLIES.-Fresh  Ground  Beef 
Scrap,  Granulated  Bone,  O. Shells.  Animal  Meal, 
Bone  Meal,  etc.  Agent  for  F.  C.  Sturtevanfs  Im- 
perial Egg  Food.  Rendering  Works  and  Mills  at  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Send  for  circular.    C.  A.  Rartlett. 


PILE 


REMEDY  FREE.    For  Internal  and 
External  Piles.   A  wonderful  discovery. 
Recommended  by  Physicians.   One  Pack- 
age Free  to  every  sufferer  sending  stamp  and  address 
to  F.  THOMAS  GOODWIN,  Chelsea,  Mass. 


Kill  the  Old  Rarnyard  Fowls.— After  you 
have  raised  a  brood  of  W.  Guineas,  Langshans, 
P. Rocks,  B.Javas,  Wyandottes,  S.  S.  Hamburgs,  W. 
and  B.  Minorcas  (the  great  egg  machines  imported 
from  England)  R.  P.  Ducks,  eggs  only  Si  a  setting. 
Also  have  Scotch  Terrier  Pups,  \V.  Fantail  Pigeons, 
W.  Angora  Rabbits.  W.  Abyssinian  Guinea  Pigs. 

H.JENKINS,  Jr.,  Natural  Bridge,  Va. 


WHITE 


BLOOD  TELLS. 


Fifteen  years'  experience  in  j 
breeding  choice  poultry.  Buy  I 
reliable  stock  at  fair  prices.    Highest  premiums  I 
won.   Send  for  circular.      JONES  WILCOX, 

Box  70,  East  Chatham,  New  York. 

PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders.  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  ot  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.-  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm, ' '  Garretford,  Pa. 


300  FISiE  COCKERELS  FOR  SALE. 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS,    PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
WHITE     AND     RROWN  LEGHORNS. 

Address  Waterville  Faxciers  association, 
Send  for  circular.       Waterville,  Oneida  co.,  N.  Y. 

Qr  B.B. Red  Game  Stags,  ten  month,  old,  for  stock 
iO  and  PIT  purposes,  from  12  lb  cocks  and  8  lb  hens 
— S10  to  S50  each— May  hatched  stags  and  pullets  from 
my  heavy  weights,  20  pairs  Pekin  Ducks,  2  years 
old.    WESLEY  MALICK,  Girard,  Pa. 


ARAGWELL,  Sharp,  Ky.,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
•  Langshans,  I*.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Houdans, 
Leghorns,  P.  Ducks  and  T.  Geese.  Eggs  from  prize 
winners  81.50;  others  SI  per  13.    Circulars  free. 

Wyandottes,  P. Rocks, S.S. Hamburgs, 
.  R&S.  C.  Leghorns,   P.  Ducks,  . M.  B. 
Turkeys, Imp.  B.  B.  Red,  Heathwood.  Derby.  Pyle, 
Claiborne,  W  .G. Games.  C.D.Smith,  Fort  Plain,  N .  Y 


 GRAND  specimens.  

Thomas  Perrine,  Camp  Hagerman,  Ohio. 


SMITH'S 


YOU  CAN  SAVE  MONEY 

On  every  poultry-  journal  bv  writing  to  THE 
SOUTHERN  FANCIER,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Sample 
copy  FREE. 


Original  Mohawk  Yalley  Poultry  Yards. 
'Teko"  strain,  Gold  and  Silver  Laced  Wyan- 
dottes exclusively.  Exhibition  stock  a  specialty. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  H.  Nellis  &Co,  Canajoharie,  N.Y 

FINE  SEA  SHELLS 

for  poultry  feed.  Best  shell  substance  known.  Only 
i  SI  per  bbl.  F.O.B. descriptive  circulars  free.  Samples 


F.  P.  KNOWLES,  Guilford,  Conn. 


ADO  I  of  my  sales  last  year  proved  satisfactory . I 
*70  I©  renew  my  off er  of  5  hens,  1  cock,  pure  P. 
Rocks  for  §6,  delivered  to  express  office  free  of  charge. 
Send  for  illustrated  circular.  No  stamp  required. 
J.  McFarland, Prop.  Vernon  Poul.  Yards,  Vallonia,  Pa 


PfiBnC  Rook  of  HIDDEN  NAME  CARDS, 
IsHnUd  13  Funny  Stories,  580  Verses,  Songs,  Rid- 
dles, Speeches,  etc.,  and  a  copy  of  our  finely  illustra- 
ted paper,  all  for  a  2c  stamp.  Home  and  Youth,  Cadiz,  O  j 

EDMUND  DICKEY,  Norwalk,  O.,  breeder  of 
Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Laced  and  White,  B.  ' 
Minorcas,  P.  Rocks,  S.  C.B.  Leghorns,  L. Brahmas. 
Agt.  for  Buckeye  Brooder  and  Hatcher.  Send  for  cir.  j 


C.  B.  FANLp^L  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94>i,  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


HEADQUARTERS 

For  Imported  LANGSHANS,  MINORCAS 
and  DORKINGS.    Send  2c-stamp  for  Catalogue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 


-:F.  B.  SIMPSON  &  SON.,:- 

KANSAS  CITY,  MISSOURI. 

Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Wyandottes, 
L.  Brahmas,  Houdans,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  Pit  Games, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  B.  Red  Game  Bantams,  R.  and  P. 
Ducks.  Also  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Send  for  Circular. 


White  Crested 
White 


POLISH 


White  Crested 
Black 


FOR  SALE.— A  charming  homestead,  with  valua- 
ble fruit  garden,  and  widely  known  hennery— 
the  latter  finely  arranged  for  breeding  and  raising 
fowls  on  an  extensive  scale.  A  rare  opportunity  to 
profit  by  an  established  reputation,  and  increase  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  business.  Price  low.  S.  N. 
WARFEL,  Strasburg,  Lancaster  county,  Pa. 


1,1 1  |_>Tjl  FIRE.  FIRE.  For  lack  of  winter 
X  X_IA_Ili»  quarters  caused  by  fire,  I  will  sell 
the  following  stock  cheap:  Two  trios  of  Houdan 
fowls,  a  few  trios  Diamond  strain  Langshan  chicks, 
Buff  Cochin  cockerels,  25  pedigreed  P.  Rock  cock- 
erels, and  1  pen  Pekin  Ducks  (4).  O.  H.  PITKIN, 
Chardon,  Ohio. 


FIVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
Sale  at  a  Bargain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES.  LANGSHANS, 
LIGHT  RRAHMAS,  PLYMOI'TH  ROCKS, 
RROWN  and  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  Black 
Buff  and  Partridge  Cochin.  Also  Pekin 
Ducks.  W.H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS! 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,Prop'r.,Delavan,Wls. 

FM.  MUNGER, 
.  De  KALB,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  matings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House:  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultrymen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 

ALFRED  DOYLE'S 
LT.  BRAHMAS 

Are  the  best.    Noted  for  their  fine  symmetry, 

filumage,  size  and  laying  qualities.  Prize  winners 
n  strongest  competition.  Can  spare  some  fine  old 
and  young  stock  tor  the  early  fall  fairs.  Prices 
low;  circular  ready.    1*.  O.  address 

Box  133,  "BLUE  ISLAND,  Cook  Co.,  111. 

WANTED.— Every  reader  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  to  send  4c.  in  stamps  for  our  elegant 
60-page  catalogue  and  book  of  poultry  information, 
worth  SI. 00.  1,000  Black  Minorcas,  White  P.  Rocks, 
Lt.  Brahmas,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  Leghorns,  B. 
Turkeys  and  Pekm  Ducks  for  sale  at  low  figures. 
FineB.  Minorcas,  So  per  pair  (cockerel  and  pullet). 
Poultry  Supplies  of  every  description  at  bottom 
prices.  Send  for  catalogue  to  MICHIGAN  POUL- 
TRY FARM,  Saline,  Mich.  Largest  and  finest 
poultry  farm  in  the  West.  Catalogue  fully  describes1 


POULTRY  KEEPING  IN  AJNUT  SHELL. 
How  to  run  an  incubator.  How  to  Feed  In- 
cubator Chickens.  How  to  Make  Hens  Lay.  Circu- 
lar only  10  cents.  G.  D.  FRENCH,  New  field, 
N.  J. 


Geo.  A.  Everitt,  Stockton,  N.  J., Laced  Wyan- 
dottes, S.C.W\ Leghorns,  (Knapp's);  S.C.Brown 
Leghorns  (Croffuts),  (Richards),  B.  Minorcas.  Select 
stock.  Eggs  in  season,  81  to  S2  %i  set.  Satis,  guaranteed. 


AN  Illustrated  work  on  the  Scotch  Collie  Shepherd 
Dog.  What  they  are,  what  they  will  do,  and 
how  to  train  them,  mailed  on  receipt  of  10  cents  in 
silver.  Jaquette  Bros.,  1116  Wishner  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 


FRANK  BEZZENBERGER,  ex-County  Collector, 
O'Fallon,  St.  Charles  Co.,  Mo.  W.  Leghorn,  Jas. 
E.  White's  choice  P.  Rocks,  ex.  ch.  Toulouse  Geese. 
P.  Ducks.  Ref.  1st  Nat.  Un.  &  Sav.  Bk.  St. Charles. 


THE  FANCIERS'  REVIEW,  Chatham,  N.Y. 
16  pages,  64  col.,  25  cts.  a  year.  For  largest  list 
subscribers  before  May  1,  '88,  a  $45  sewing  machine. 
For  10  subscribers  500  business  cards.   Samples  free. 


AH.  BRILL,  dealer  in  stoves  and  hardware, 
«  Oxford,  Chenango  co., N.Y., offers  a  few  trios 
or  single  birds  of  ~W. P.  Rocks  and  W.  Javas  at  fair 
prices.  Stock  guaranteed.    Write  for  cir.  and  prices. 


and  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  Chicks  for  sale  in 
pairs,  trios,  breeding  pens,  and  single  birds,  from 
S1.50  to  $10  each.  E.  L.  A  B.  F.  BRYANT,  Lock 
Box  4.  Johnson's  Creek,  N.  Y. 

M.  B.  TURKEYS,  P.ROCKS,  P.  DUCKS 

Write  for  my  prices  before  buying.  The 
latest  reports  say:  New  York,  Nov.  8,  '87— Young 
Turkey  Tom  arrived  all  right,  he  vas  a  big  surprise, 
lifted  the  scales  quick  at  16  pounds.  New  Jersey, 
Nov.  11,  '87— The  fowls  P.  R.  reached  me  safely,  am 
pleased  with  them,  think  mv  money  well  spent. 

GEORGE  DAYTON, 
South  Ballston,  New  York. 


MAPLE  FARM  DUCK  YARDS. 

The  largest  Duck  Farm  in  America.  Our  Imperial 
Pekin  Ducks  have  won  first  premium  in  every  New 
England  State.  Won  first  at  the  •  'Great  Boston 
Show"  in  January,  '87.  We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
birds  at  reasonable  prices.  We  have  500  of  these 
mammoth  birds  now  in  our  yards.  Eggs  in  season. 
Send  for  circular.  J.  RANKIN,  South  Easton, 
Mass. 


POULTRY  YARDS  FOE  SALE— My  yards  2M 
acres,  in  nice  town  on  Wabash  R.  R.,  53  m  west 
of  St.  Louis.  Good  home  and  business  at  bargain  and 
good  terms;  fact,  ill  health,  must  sell.  Poultry  in  lots 
to  suit  buyers.  G.  W.  Pleasant,  Wright  City,  Mo. 


FCXFL  SALE  ! 
500  Fine  Early  Cliiclis. 

Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Ply.  Pocks,  B.  Javas  and 
Leghorns,  at  SI  to  SI. 50  each,  ail  raised  on  farms  with 
unlimited  run.  Healthy,  vigorous  stock.  Send 
stamp  for  circular  and  prices. 

«r  033  on  A  VIES. 

American  Express  Agt.        Black  River,  X.  Y 


Incubators  and  Brooders 


This  book  is  intended  to  give  information  in  regard  to  In- 
cubators and  Brooders,  and  is  by  P.  H.  Jacobs,  who  has  given 
incubators  his  attention  for  many  years.  Its  price  is  25  cents, 
but  to  those  who  subscribe,  or  renew,  only  10  cents.  That  is, 
we  send  the  book,  with  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year,  for 
60  cents.  Printed  in  Brevier  type,  and  full  of  designs  and  illus- 
trations. 

COKTTEKTTS  : 

How  to  Make  a  Home-made  Incubator.  Hot  Water  Incu- 
bator. Lamp  Incubator.  .Monarch  Incubator.  Pacific  Incu- 
bator. Thermostatic  Incubator.  Success  Incubator.  Other 
Incubators.  Hot  Water  Brooder.  How  to  Make  a  Brooder. 
Strong's  Brooder.  Renwick's  Brooder.  Croton  Brooder.  How 
to  Manage  an  Incubator.  How  to  Manage  a  Brooder.  Temper- 
ature for  Hatching.  Moisture.  Why  Eggs  Fail  to  Hatch 
Temperature  for  Brooder.  Monaging  the  Chicks.  Hints  for 
Avoiding  Mistakes,  and  many  other  valuable  suggestions.  This 
book  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  interested. 
Address 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO.,  Parkesburg,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 
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BLUE  ANDALTJSIANS,  (best  Leghorns  and  Mi- 
norcas),  L.Brahmas,  (gold  medal  at  Atlanta), 
Wyan's.,  Bantams,  awarded  200prem's.  Eggs?3per 
«et'g,  2  for  ?5;  stock  cheap.  Ill.circu.  forstaiup.  Oak- 
wood  Farm, Md.  Office,  1920 G.  St.,  Washington, D.C. 

IMlf  «  I  mC  Our  new  book,  "A  Plain 
lllVAbll/9  Road  to  Health. 1 '  Sent  free. 
r%  mf  J»  Our  Magnetic  Foot  Batteries,  warm 
1%  El  #%  *J  cold  feet  and  restore  vigorous  cir- 
culation. $1  a  pair,  3  pairs  $2.  Try  the  foot  batteries. 
CHICAGO  MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO., 

No.  Central  Music  Hall,  Chicago. 


White  P.  Rocks  (2  distinct  strains)  and  P.  Duck6 
exclusively.    E.E.Truitt,  Mew  Bethlehem,  Pa" 


BEES  OR  HONEY 


THE  FAMOUS  WHITEWASHES 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR. 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  lor 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate 
hen  lice,  roup,  cholera,  etc.  Send  stamp 
for  circular  which  is  very  instructive. 
Address  F.  Schwarz,  M"f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Box  G5. 


SNOWDRIFT  POILTRY  FARM  for  sale 
A  southern  one-story  house  of  four  large  rooms, 
witli  closets,  and  wide  verandas.  Five  acres  cleared 
and  fenced  set  to  300  fruit  trees— orange,  pear,  peach, 
plum,  fig,  etc.  1  to  6  years.  Region  of  lakes,  attract- 
ive and  healthy,  thickly  settled,  only  %  mile  from 
■station  on  F.  S.  Ry.  10  yards  and  houses  for  poultry. 
Good  reasons  for  selling.    Price,  ?2,00u. 

Rev.  N.  R.  HAMER,  Kenka,  Fla. 


GOOD  HEALTH. 

It  is  wrong  to  die,  or  to  let  your  loved  ones  die,  of 
chronic  ailment  or  wasting  disease,  when  a  radical 
cure  could  be  so  easily  wrought  with  our  Magnetic 
Garments,  supplying  lost  vitality  to  Lungs,  Heart, 
Liver,  Kidneys,  Stomach  and  every  vital  function, 
direct  from  natures  great  laboratory.  Our  Magnetic 
Foot  Batteries,  or  Insoles  $1.00  per  pair,  3  pairs, $2. 00, 
begin  the  glorious  work.  Garments  for  all  parts  of 
the  body.  Send  for  our  new  Book,  "A  Plain  Road 
to  Health. ' 1    Sent  Free. 

CHICAGO  MAGNETIC  SHIELD  CO., 
6  Central  Music  Hall,  Chicago. 


EXCELSIOR-:- PLYMOUTH -:- ROCKS. 

CHAMPIONS  or  the  EAST  and  WEST  by 
the  Records.  Winners  of  High  Honors  at 
Meriden,  Connecticut,  and  Atlanta,  Ga., 
Winter  of  1886-87.  1000  splendid  early 
hatched  chicks  to  select  from.  We  set  the  ball 
rolling  this  Fall  by  winning  1st  and  2nd  on  chicks, 
our  only  exhibit,  at  the  New  Jersey  State 
Fair,  and  ALL  the  prizes  at  Mineola,  New 
York,  in  the  heaviest  kind  of  Competi- 
tion. We  can  lit  you  out  for  your  local  show. 
Send  for  new  Illustrated  Price  List  FREE. 
All  Correspondence  cheerfully  answered. 
fSCITDDER  &  TOWNS  END,  Glen  11  cad.  X .  Y. 


The  GAME  FOWL  MONTHLY 

An  Illustrated  Magazine,  devoted  entirely 
to  the  Game  Fowl,  Exhibition  and  Pit. 
Subscription  $1;  sample  copy  10  cents.  Vol. 
II  bound,  paper  50  cents;  board,  75  cents. 

 SAYRE,  PENN. 

FRIENDS  ar/™  " 
any  way  interested  in 

we  will,  with  pleasure,  send  a  sample  copv  of  the 
SEMI-MONTHLY  GLEANINGS  IN  REE 
CULTURE,  with  a  descriptive  price-list  of  latest 
improvements  in  Hives,  Honey-Extractors, 
Comb  Foundation,  Section  Honey-Roxes, 
all  books  and  journals,  and  everything  pertain- 
ing to  Ree  Culture.  NOTHING  PATENT- 
ED. Simply  send  your  address  plainly 
written  to 

A.  I.  BOOT,  MEDINA,  OHIO. 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Oo  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  Is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  oil 
steep  or  flat,  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN. 
38  Dey  Street, 
New  Yokk. 


«  MAKE  MONEY 

your  Poultry,  Eggs,  Butter,  etc.,  tome,  you  can  also 

SAVE  MONEY  f0VV0^ 

Supplies  of  me.  Write  for  catalogue,  price  list  and 
shipping  tags.   Refer  to  P.  H.  Jacobs.  Address, 

I».  XX. 

General  Commission  Merchant, 

224  S.  WATER  ST.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
|  Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Haniburgs, 
I  Laced  Wyandottes,  Pit  Games.  B.  B.  R.  Game 
j  Bant.,  W.Guineas,  Pekin  Ducks:  Eggs.  $2  per  13. 
N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
I  Andalusia ns,  WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Jap., 
\  Bantams,  R.  SilverPolish:  Eggs.  S3.  Imported 
OT4-1    r\r\    t  71 s  \  l  "»   -i  r\    /"^T^-v-rmr^  «    Darh:  Rrahmas.  Pekin  Bantams:   Eggs  54. 

$1.00  FOR  10  CENTS  | ' V^L^ v  ' 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry  1  W'  W.  LUDLOW,  Y  onkers,  N.  Y. 

book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val-  ' 
uable  information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
Isend  The  Poultry  Keeper  1  year  free  to  those 

ordering  ?5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.  E.  ANDERSON,   -  -  -  -  Newark,  Ohio. 

^KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLENVILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 

HAWKINS'  STRAIN 

Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and  Laced  Wyandottes, 

Have  won  more  prizes  at  the  leading  shows  than  all 
others  combined.  Cockerels,  Trios  and  Breeding 
Pens  for  sale.  Catalogue  and  price  list  free. 

A.  C.  HAWKINS,  Lancaster,  Mass. 


1000  FOWLS  Fr®lsafi,tS 

leading  varieties  of  land  and  water 
fowls.  The  largest  poultry  range  in 
Ohio.  For  full  description  of  my 
buildings,  yards  and  fowls,  etc., 
send  three  1  ct.  stamps  and  get  the 
finest  illustrated  and  descriptive 
catalogue  ever  published.  Size  8x11 
inches.  26  pages.  ('HAS.  GAM- 
MEKDlNGErlR,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Instantrelief.  final  cure  in  a  few  days,  and  nev- 
er returns;  no  puree ;  no  salve  ;  no  suppository. 
Remedy  mailed  Tree.  Address, 

J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 


Christmas  Budget  Free! 

The  Christmas  Budget  contains  all  the  following  good  and 
useful  things  Tor  holiday  amusement:   6  iteautiful  Engravings, 

-  60  Portraits  of  Famous  Men,  26  Portraits  nf  Famous  Women, 
41  Fancy  Work  Designs,  300  puzzles,  Rebuses  and  Conundrums, 
300  Selections  for  Autograph  Albums,  100  Popular  Songs,  100 

■"Money-making  Kecrets,  69  Parlor  Games,  83  Tricks  in  Magic,  58 
Amusing  Experiments,  26  Popular  Recitations.  The  Language 
ofFlowers,  Golden  Wheel  Fortune-Teller,  Dictionary  o>  Dreams, 
Gnlde  to  Harmless  Flirtation,  Lovers'  Telegraph,  Magic  Age 
Table, Morse  Telegraph  Alphabet,  Magic  Square,  Seven  Wonders 
of  the  World,  Map  of  the  United  States,  Deaf  and  Dumb  Alpha- 
bet, and  a  Calendar  for  the  Current  Year.  Special  OfTer : 
"We  will  send  The  People's  Home  Journal,  our  large  16- 
page,  64-column  illustrated  Literary  and  Family  paper,  Three 
Months  on  trial  upon  receipt  of  only  Twelve  Cents  in  post- 
age stamps,  and  to  each  subscriber  we  will  also  send,  Free  and 
post-paid,.  The  Christmas  Budget,  containing  all  the  above; 
five  Subscriptions  and  five  Budgets  for  50  cents.  This  great  offer 
la  made  to  introduce  our  paper  into  new  homes.  Satisfaction 
^guaranteed  or  money  refunded.  Address  F»  M.  L.UPTON, 
'.Publisher,  No.  63  Murray  6treet,  New  York. 


BROS'. 

-WHITE-1EGH0RNS- 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 
Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giviug/«Zi 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


KKTAJPF  BROS., 
Box  50 1 .  I"»Tb>i-u.s,  DXT.  Y. 


Bench  Legged  Beagles.— For  fine  points  and 
hunting  qualities  thev  are  unsurpassed.    Pups,  5 
mos.  old,  $3  ea.   T.  Wills  Hemphill,  Glen  Mills,  Pa. 

K.  It.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2  1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
lars-  Noewaik,  Ohio. 

THE  KEYSTONE  INCUBATOR. 

The  only  reliable 
incubator  in  the 
world.  Guaranteed 
tobe  fully  automatic 
and  warranted  to 
give  entire  satisfy ,  - 
tion.  For  full  ) ;  i  - 
tieulars  or  refen  r 
call  on  or  addioss 
the  undersigned, 
where  machines  can 
be  seen  in  operation. 

Keystone 
Incubator  Co., 

2433  North  Sixth  St, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


THE  POULTRY  MONTHLY 

Conducted     T.  M.  Ferris. 


Best  Magazine  of  its 
kind.    $1.25  per  year. 
Sample  copies,  12e. 
Address  FERK  IS  PUBLISHING  CO 

481  Rroadway,  Albany,  N.\. 

To  new  subscribers  we  will  send  both  the  Poultry 
Keeper  aid  the  Poultry  Monthly  together  one.year 
for  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents. 


HOTINE'S 

HOT  WATER  STOVE, 

for  Improved  Chicken  Brooder 
This  stove  is  the  cheapest  and 
most  durable  in  the  market. 
With  our  plan  of  construction 
you  get  the  most  perfect  heater 
for  brooding  chicks  that  has 
been  invented.  Two  sizes  of 
stoves,  for  small  and  large 
houses.  Best  of  references. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

Hotine  &  Co., 

1  Fetter  Lane,  opposite  3d  and 
Cherry  Streets, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Tlx©  3ST©-**r  Yorlt 

POULTRY  -:■  SHOW, 

 WILL  BE  HELD  

DECEMBER  14  TO  21,  1887, 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

The  greatest  show  ever  held  in  America.  Enter 
your  birds  everybody,  and  don't  fail  to  attend.  An 
enormous  entry  of  fowls  promised.  The  Largest 
Pigeon  Show  this  side  of  the  Crystal  Palace.  Also  a 
special  exhibit  of  Ladies'  Toy  Dogs,  Cats  and  Pets. 
Send  for  Premium  List  at  once. 

NEW  YORK  POULTRY  EXCHANGE, 


38  DEY  STKKKT, 


If  EW  YORK 


Managgmsnt  of  Young  Chicks. 

This  is  No.  3  of  our  Series,  by  P.  H.  Jacobs,  Editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  is  intended  for  those 
interested  in  raising  chicks  in  large  numbers.  The  price  of  the  bouk  is  25  cents,  but  to  those  who  subscribe 
to  the  Poultry  Keeper  it  is  sold  at  10  cents.  That  is,  for  60  cents  we  send  the  Poultry  Keeper  one 
year  and  also  the  book. 

CONTENTS  : 

The  Egg  and  the  Chick.  How  the  Chick  Grows  in  the  Egg.  The  Yolk  and' the  Albumen.  The  Hen  on 
the  Nest.  The  Demand  for  Chicks.  Over-stocking 
the  Markets.  Quality  for  Market.  The  Foundation 
of  Success.  The  Breeds  for  Broilers.  Feeding 
Chicks.  How  to  Prepare  thej  Food.  Bill  of  Fare. 
Hints  During  Feeding.  Soft  Food.  Brooders. 
Bowel  Disease.  Lice.  Dampness.  Proper  Temper- 
ature for  a  Brooder.  Chicks  with  Hens.  The  Kind 
of  Food,  its  nutritive  value,  and  whether  Raw  or 
Cooked.  How  Fast  will  a  Chick  Grow.  Weight  at 
Different  Ages.  How  Much  a  Pound  of  Chick  Costs. 
What  It  Should  Sell  For.  The  Profit  to  Expect. 
Late  Hatched  Chicks.  Pure  Bred  Chicks.  Cross- 
bred Chicks.  The  Breeds  to  Use.  Leg  Weakness. 
Feathering.  Gapes.  Other  Diseases.  Condition 
Powders.  Receipts.  The  Runs.  Young  Turkeys. 
Young  Ducks,  and  over  IC  other  important  hints. 
This  is  the  only  book  devoted  exclusively  to  young 
chickf.  All  these  booKs  are  printed  in  Brevier  type  and  are  full  of  reading,  no  space  being  wasted  on  ad 
vertisements.  The  book  is  well  illustrated . 

Address  POULTRY  KEEPER  CO.,  Parkesburg,  Chester  county,  Pa. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


Dee 


F 


OR  SALE-BLACK  COCH11V  FOWLS  and 

Chicks  from  my  grand  mating  of  '87.  Will  sell 
cheap.  Sendforeir.  W.H.Clark.Mechanicsburg.O. 


HIRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  O.,  for  circu.  and 
■■price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
.  andpoultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 


DON'T  MISS  THIS!  But  get  a  circular  of  W.  G. 
Scott,  Westfield,  Wis.  He  breeds  all  leading 
varieties  of  chickens,  ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys,  and 
eggs  for  hatehing  from  same  at  50c  to  §1.50  per  setting 
according  to  variety.    "Yes,  I  exchange,  also." 


PPO  Instant  re::«f.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
B  fin  ShL  <£9b  returns.  Ao indelicacy.  Keithcr 
knife,  purge,  salve  t  •  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles  especially  constipation — cur- 
edlikemaeie.  Sufferei  .willlearnof asiniple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  KEEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


your  own  Bone, 


Meal,  Oyster  Shells, 
llCKRAXLA  >3  Flour  and  Corn 
Jin  the  ^5 ELA-TATID  B/OEXjIji 

'  (F.  Wilson's  Patent).  lOO  per 
cent,  more  made  in  keeping  poul- 
try- Also  POWES  MILLS  and  FAKM 
FEED  MILLS.  Circulars  and  Tes'imonials  sent 
on  application.  WILSON  BROS.,  Eastcu,  Pa. 


\\:  DO  YOU  WANT  A  D  O 


"31  DOC  BUYERS'  GUIDE. 

Oolored  plates,  100  e«gra.vin£jy 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 

Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCSERS, 
237  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa, 


GOOD  NEWS 
TO  LAPSES, 


Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  getup 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coflees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.    For  full  particulars  address 
THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vosey  St.,  New  York. 


AGENTS 


We  beat  the  world  for  low 
prices.  A  handsome  and 
Strongly  Bound  Photo- 
_    .  _ .  _  J  graph    Album,  SH  x  1WS 

inches,  gilt  sides  and  edges,  holding  22  pages  of  Cab- 
inet and  Card  pictures  sent  for  60  cents,  retail  price, 
SI. 25.  A  Red  Plush  Photograph  Alhnra,S'< 
xl05£  Embossed  padded  sides,  gold  edges,  extension 
clasp,  holding  32  pages  of  Cabinet  and  Card  pictures 
sent  for  S1.00,  retails  for  $2.25.  Illustrated  circulars 
rnpp  of  the  above  and 
rnCC  Finer  Styles  or  j 
Forsnee  &  McMakiu,  J 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


double  their  money 
selling  our  BRASS 
finished  corrugated 

REFLECTING  SAFETY  LAMP. 

Can  be  sold  in  every  family.  Gives 
more  light  than  three  ordinary  lamps. 
Send  thirty -five  cents  tor  com* 
plete  lamp  and  be  convinced. 
We  manufacture  a  large  line  of 
household  articles.  Send  for  free 
Illustrated  Circulars  to 
FQRSHEE&  McMAKIN,  Cincinnati, 0. 


STAMPING 
OUTFIT 


The  Ladles'  World  is  a  mam- 
moth 16-page,  64-column  Illustrated 
paper,  devoted  to  etorles,  poema, 
ladles' fancy  work,  artistic  needle- 
'  work,  home  decoration,  honaebeep- 
I  lug,  fashions,  hygiene,  Juvenile 
'reading,  etiquette,  etc.,  etc.  Ita 
publishers,  wishing  to  Introduce  It 
,  into  thousands  of  homes  where  It  la 
'not  already  taken,  now  make  the 
following  unprecedented  offer ; 
Upon  receipt  of  only  Thirty 
,  Cents,  we  will  send  The  Ladles' 
World  for  Six  Months,  arid  to 
every  subscriber  we  will  also  send. 
Free  and  post-paid,  a  new  and 
valuable  Stamping  Outfit,  con- 
taining the  following  patterns:  1 
net  Initials, 1%  in.  high,  1  Dancing 
Girl,  9  In.  high,  1  Running  Boy,  7 
in.  high,  1  spray  Daisies,  6  in.  high, 
1  bunch  Roses, 4j-£  in.  high,  1  cluster 
Apple  Blossoms,  3  x4  In.,  l  Owl  on  branch, 4%  in,  high,  1  bunch 
Peaches,  1  cluster  Daisies,  1  epray  Wheat,  1  Bpray  Morning 
Glories,  1  Calla  Lily,  1  bunch  Forget-Me-Nots,  1  Rosebud  with 
leaves,  1  spray  Pansies,  1  spray  Bachelor's  Button  with  grasses, 
1  Pink,  1  Day  Lily  with  bud  and  foliage,  1  epray  VInca,  1  bunch 
Daisies,  1  Japonlca  Bud  with  leaves,  1  Fat  Boy  (comici,  1  cluster 
Forget-Me-NotB,  1  Pansy,  1  spray  Daisies,  1  Star  Flo  wer,  1  spray 
Spanish  Rose,  1  Outline  Design,  1  Vine,  4  patterns  for  flannel 
embroidery  and  3  smaller  designs  for  Crazy  Patchwork,  making 
in  all  35  Elegant  Patterns,  worth  at  retail  from  5  to  20  cents  each, 
and  1  Complete  Alphabet  worth  75  cents,  also  1  box  best  Powder, 
15c.,  1  Improved  Distributor,  10c,  and  1  Complete  Book  of  In- 
etructions,  15c  Remember,  we  give  the  entire  Outfit  described 
above/reeto  every  one  sending  30  cents  for  a  six-months'  sub- 
scription to  our  paper.  This  Outfit  Is  entirely  new,  and  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cheap  catchpenny  affairs  advertised  by 
others.  Six  subscriptions  and  six  Outfits  will  be  sent  for  $1.50. 
Do  not  misB  this  chance  1  Satis/action  guaranteed.  As  to  our 
reliability,  we  refer  to  any  publisher  in  New  York.  Addreia. 
0.  XL  MOORE  <b  CO.,  £7  Park  Place,  New  York. 


Poultry  Keepers 

Who  read  this  number  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
don't  need  to  be  told  that  there  are  some  pretty 
good  poultry  papers  published  now-a-days.  In 
fact  there  are  so  many  journals  of  the  sort  that 
we  wonder  how  fanciers  twenty,  years  ago  ever 
got  along  without  any.  But  they  did  for  awhile. 
Then  the  POULTRY  BULLETIN  was  started  in 
New  York  City.  It  was  the  "Pioneer"  of  all 
poultry  papers,  the  first  one  ever  published 
anywhere.  Today  it  and  the  Poultry  Keeper 
are  about  the  best  pair  in  the  country.  Each  fills 
a  special  field.  The  BULLETIN  is  a  beautifully 
illustrated  magazine,  of  from  32  to  40  large  pages. 
All  the  leading  fanciers  in  America  write  for  it. 
Those  who  read  it  say  they  can't  get  along  with- 
out it.  It  is  independent,  wide-awake,  a  neces- 
sity to  all  who  keep  a  dozen  or  a  thousand  hens 
Just  to  show  you  what  it  is  Ave  will  send  it  to  you 
one  whole  year  for  only  75  cents  if  you  will  men- 
tion this  advertisement,  not  otherwise.  v\>  can 
only  afford  to  make  this  remark  a rile  offer  by 
special  arrangement  with  the  PouLTiiy  Keeper. 
Now  is  the  time  to  take  advantage  of  this  cut 
rate.  Send  75  cents  for  The  BULLETIN  one 
year,  or  $1  for  the  Poultry  Kekpek  and  the 
BULLETIN  both  one  year,  and  be  sure  and  men- 
tion this  ad.  Sample  copy  of  BULLETIN  sent 
free  to  any  address.  Direct  plainly. 


Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


FRANK  li.  McElHESY'S  "Empire  State" 
strain  of  P.  Rocks  is  the  best  stock  at  all  times. 
Also  B.  Leghorns,  Bl.  R.  Gamesand  Game  Bantams. 
Enclose  stamp  tor  prices,  stating  just  what  you  want 
Mention  Poultry  Keeper.    Black  Creek.  Hi.  Y. 


88. 


FOR  the  year  1888  FRANK  LESLIE'S  "POP- 
ULAR MONTHLY,"  which  has  been  aptly 
styled  "The  Monarch  of  the  Monthlies,"  will 
be  better  than  ever.  Articles  upon  topics 
of  current  public  interest ;  sketches  of  emi- 
nent persons;  strong  and  brilliant  stories, 
and  poetry  of  a  high  order, profusely  illustra- 
ted by  the  best  artists,  and  all  by  writers  of 
recognized  merit,  will  fill  its  pages.  To  the 
old  and  favorite  corps  of  contributors  will 
be  added  writers  of  promise,  and  no  effort 
will  be  spared  to  keep  the  magazine  in  the 
foremost  rank. 
In  the  November  number  was  begun  an  earnest 
and  powerful  tale, 

"PRINCE  LUCIFER,"  by  Ella  ft  Pierce, 

which  has  already  attracted  widespread  at- 
tention and  charmed  multitudes  of  readers. 
Subscriptions  may  begin,  if- desired,  with  the 
Novembec  Number. 
Each  issue  contains  a 

FULL-PAGE  PICTURE  IN  COLORS, 

the  series  of  twelve  forming  for  the  year  a. 
beautiful  collection  of  gems  of  modern  art. 
The  "Popular  Monthly"  contains  128  large- 
octavo  pages,  nearly  twice  the  matter  of  sim- 
ilar publications,  and  is  not  only  the  best, 
but  by  far  the  cheapest,  of  any  of  the  maga- 
zinesfor  the  people. 

$3  Per  Yean  25  cents  per  copy* 

Specimen  Copies,  15  Cents. 

MRS.  FRANK  LESLIE, 

53,  55  and  57  Park  Place,  New  York. 


KEYSTONE-:-  POULTRY-:-  FARM, 


L.VXSDALE.  PA 


Wh.  Leghorns  only,  Knapp  &  Jacobs  strains.  Will, 
sell  1  fine  cockerel  and  3  choice  pullets  for  So.  Apply 
early.  Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Lansdale,  Pa. 


POULTRY  FOR  PROFIT,  x 

This  book  is  intended  as  an  answer  to  all  the  questions  that  can  be  asked,  and  is  well  illustrated  with 
cuts.  The  price  is  only  2o  cents,  but  to  those  who  sub  scribe  to  the  Poultry  Keeper  we  send  itforlO- 
cents.  _  That  is,  if  you  send  us  60  cents  we  send  the  book  and  also  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  one  year.  The 
following  is  the 

CONTENTS : 

Poultry  as  a  Business— How  .Much  Capital  is  Required— What  to  Expect 
as  Profit— What  Can  be  Derived  from  a  Single  Hen— Small  and  Large  Flocks— 
Preparations  for  Business—  Poultry  Houses— Best  Arrangements— Floor  Space 
—Roosts— How  to  Make  the  Fence— Changeable  Yards— Plan  of  Yards  for  Large 
Flocks— How  Many  Hens  on  One  Acre— Size  of  Yards  Required—  What  Cnn  be 
Done  on  One  Acre— How  Much  Feed  Required— Cost  and  Profit  of  Each  Brood— 
The  Best  Breeds— Which  to  Select—  Breeds  for  Market— Breeds  for  Eggs— Breeds 
for  Winter—  Crossing  the  Breeds— Capons— How  to  Manage  Flocks— Early 
Pullets— When  they  Should  Begin  to  Lav— Moulting  Hens— The  Nests— Fruit 
Trees  in  the  Yards— The  Feed,  How  to  Mix,  and  Kind  Required— The  Water 
—An  Egg  Food — a  Substitute  for  Milk— Overfeeding— Meat— Underfeeding— 
Fat  Fowls— Lime— Bone— Nitrogenous  Food— Hatching  Young  Chicks— How  to 
Feed  Theni— The  Coops  for  Chicks— The  Losses  of  Chicks— Diseases  of  Chicks— 
When  to  Market  Them— Best  Breeds  for  Broilers— Prices  to  Expect— An  Egg 
Tester— Sitting  Hens— Turkeys— Geese— Guineas— Ducks— The  Different  Breeds 
of  Turkeys.  Geese,  Guineas  and  Ducks— How  Many  Eggs  Thev  Lay  and  How  to 
Manage— Preserving  Eggs:  several  processes— Egg's  for  Hatching— Diseases  of 
Poultry— Lice— Roup  Pills— Condition  Powder— Tonics.  Also  over  a  hundred 
items  or  rules,  with  receipts,  etc.  By  P.  H.  Jacobs,  Ed.  Poultry  Keeper. 
Cloth  bound,  40c:  or  given  for  two  new  subscribers  to  P.  Keeper  at  50c.  each. 
Address  POULTBY  KEEPER  CO.,  Parkesburg,  Chester  County,  Pa 
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PRESSEY'S  BROODER. 


The  Cheapest  and 
the  Best.  Ham- 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  $15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.   Circulars  free. 

«.  \V.  PKKSSEY,  Hammonton,  ST.  J. 


TO  ALL 

WHO  ARB  INTERESTED  IN  KNOWING-  WHAT  KIND 
OF  A  JOURNAL 


For  1888  is  better  than  ever,  and  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  person  contemplating  buying    g  EEDS 

BULBS  -  PLANTS,  tains  3  Colored  Plates' 

thousands  of  Illustrations,  and  nearly  150  pages,  telling 
what  to  buy,  and  where  to  get  it,  and  naming  lowest 

£ rices ifor  honest  goods.  PriceofGUIDE  onlylOcents, 
icluifing  a  Certificate  good  for  10  cents  worth  of  Seeds. 
JAMES  VICK.,  SEEDSMAN, 

Rochester,  N.  Tf. 


loots  3  Cents  Each. 

The  following  books,  each  one  of  which  contains  a  complete 
flrst-claaa  novel  by  a  celebrated  author,  are  published  in  neat 
pamphlet  form,  many  of  them  handsomely  illustrated,  and 
printed  from  clear,  readable  type  on  good  paper:  Sir  Noel's 
Heir,  by  Mrs.  Mny  Apnea  Fleming  ;  A  Bartered  Life,  by  Marlon 
•Harland  ;  An  Old  Man's  Sacrifice,  by  Mrs.  Ann  S.  Stephens  ;  The 
Forcellini  Rubies,  by  M.  T.  Caldor ;  The  Old  Oaken.  Chest,  by 
fiylvarius  Cobb,  Jr.;  Tlie  Pearl  of  the  Ocean,  by  Clara  Augusta  : 
Hollow  Ash  Hall,  by  Margaret  Blouut  ;  Cliffs  House,  by  Etta  W. 
Pierce;  Under  the  Lilacs,  by  the  author  of  "Dora  Tliorne"; 
The  Diamond  Bracelet,  by  Mrs.  Fleury  Wood ;  The  Lawyer's 
Secret,  by  ?.llss  M.  E.  Braddon  ;  The  Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde,  by  1?.  L.  Stevenson;  A  Wicked  Girl,  bv  Mary 
Cecil  Hay  ;  Lady  Talworth's  Diamonds,  by  "The  Duchess"; 
Between  Two  Sins,  by  the  author  of  "  Dora  Thorne  "  ;  The  Nine 
of  Hearts,  by  11.  L.  Farjeon  ;  Doris's  Fortune,  by  Florence 
Warden  ;  A  Lorn  Marriage,  by  Miss  Mulock ;  The  Guilty  River, 
by  Wilkle  Collina  ;  The  Poison  of  Asps,  by  Florence  Marryat ; 
ifoaf  Grange,  by  Mra.  Henry  Wood ;  Forging  the  Fetters,  by 
Mrs.  Alexander;  A  Playwright's  Daughter,  by  Mrs.  Annie 
Edwards  ;  Fair  but  False,  by  the  author  of  "  Dora  Thorne  "  ; 
Lancaster's  Cabin,  by  Mrs.  M.  V.  Victor  ;  Florence  Ivington's 
Oath,  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Denlson.  We  will  send  any  Four  of  the 
above  books  by  mall,  post-paid,  for  12  Cents;  any  Ten  for 
25  Cents;  the  entire  number  (26  bookB)for5©  Cents;  the 
entire  number,  bound  In  boards,  with  cloth  back,  for  ?5  Cents, 
Postage  stamps  taken.  These  are  the  cheapest  books  ever  pub- 
lished, and  guaranteed  worth  three  times  the  money  asked  for 
them.  This  offer  is  made  to  introdnce  our  popular  publications. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded.  Address  F.  M. 
LTJPTON,  Publisher,  68  Murray  Street,  New  Y»rk. 


CHRISTMAS  BOX  FREE! 

The  Oeicket  on 
THE  Hearth  is  a 
large  and  hand- 
some Illustrated 
Literary  and 
Family  paper,  each 
number  containing 
16  large  pageB,  €4 
colnmna,  filled 
with  charming  Se- 
rial and  Sh  ort 
Stories,  Sketches, 
Poems,  useful 

_  Knowledge,  House- 

;     ..    „  "  hold  Hints,  Bead- 

ing Tor  the  Yonng,  Wit  and.  Humor,  etc.,  etc  Everybody  is  de- 
lighted with  It.  The  paper  has  been  established  16  years,  and 
5?'  a.very  large  circulation,  but  we  are  anxious  to  double  It,  and 
therefore  we  make  the  following  extremely  liberal  offer:  Upon 
receipt  of  only  Twenty -Ave  Cents,  we  will  send  The 
Cricket  on  the  Hearth  for  Three  Months,  and  to  every 
rMsonber  we  wM  also  send  Free  and  post-paid,  our  new 
vnrlstntas  Box,  containing  all  the  following  valuable  and  use- 
ful holiday  presents:  1  Imported  German  Harmonica,  8  holes,  a 
good  instrument,  and  one  upon  which  it  is  easy  to  learn  to  play  ; 
1  .  5  Pot"shed  Leather  Purse,  with  Bteel  clasp  and  trimmings 
io™°rt  ?„""?  d?krablf l8rUcle;  1  Mat  and  Pretty  Autograph  Album, 
oonnd  In  leatherette,  with  gut  stamping ;  l  Book* of  Selections 
\ ad T  9  p,  £lbum!>>  containing  a  great  variety  of  appropriate 
oeiections  ;  l  Denalcomanie  Album,  containing  about  60  beauti- 
ful decalcomanle  pictures,  easily  transferred  to  almost  any  sur- 
Jw.*  „h?  i .  A,aaortmmt  of  Beautiful  Imported  Christmas 
,i™  C  ich  t™  slone  wortn  'h0  Price  of  this  entire  combina- 
tion. Eemember,  we  send  the  CurlBtmas  Box,  containing  all  the 
above,  likewise  our  paper  three  months,  for  only  26  cents;  five 
subscriptions  and  five  Christmas  Boxes  will  be  sent  lor  il.oo. 
This  offer  Is  made  to  introduce  the  paper  Into  new  homes.  Satis- 
faction guaranteed  or  money  refunded.  We  refer  to  anv  pub- 
lisher in  N.  Y.  as  to  reliability.   Do  not  miss  thi*  chnni-e'  Addre«« 

8.  H.MOOKE  Jk  CO.;  27  Park  iVace.  New  York! 


Monarch.  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public,  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.        JAS.  RANKIN,  Sonth  En „ ton  JMas*. 


W-YORKER 


CLAIMS  TO  BE. 


It  was  established  in  1850.  It  is  published  for  all  parts  of  the  country  alike 
and  for  all  who  own  a  home.  During  the  past  12  years  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands 
that  it  has  worked  a  new  era  in  rural  journalism.  It  is  original  throughout.  It 
is  filled  with  contributions  from  the  best  writers  in  the  world.  It  is  the  only 
farm  weekly  that  employs  its  own  artists  and  over  500  original  illustrations  are 
presented  every  year.  It  is  the  first  journal  to  have  established  an  experiment 
farm,  and  the  only  one  working  such  a  farm  in  the  interests  of  its  readers.  The 
object  of  this  farm  is  to  test  all  kinds  of  new  seeds  and  plants  whether  ornamental 
or  economical ;  to  produce  ne?  kinds  of  grain  by  cross-breeding ;  to  test  new  farm 
implements,  fertilizers,  methods  of  culture,  with  a  view  to  producing  the  great- 
est yields  at  the  smallest  cost. 

The  Rural  New-Yorker  has  no  other  than  the  true  interests  of  agriculture 
to  subserve.  It  has  neither  seeds  nor  plants  nor  books  nor  anything  whatever 
to  sell.  It  is  conducted  purely  in  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  and 
stock-keeping.  Its  tests  of  plants,  seeds,  manures  and  implements  are  made  re- 
gardless of  individual  interests  or  those  of  advertising  patrons.  It  holds  the  in- 
terests of  land  culture  as  above  all  others,  and  its  aim  is  to  benefit  all  who 
occupy  themselves  in  the  culture  of  land  and  its  attendant  industries,  either  for 
pleasure,  profit,  or  support. 

It  has  no  axes  to  grind  and  claims  to  be  a  complete  journal  of  rural  affairs. 
The  aim  of  the  R.  N.-Y.  is  to  present  a  pure,  sound,  dignified  yet  aggressive 
journal  that  shall  be  thoroughly  independent  and  work  only  for  the  highest  ideal 
of  country  life.  The  "Rural  goes  to  every  section  of  North  America,  and  its 
readers  are  usually  the  leading  men  of  the  community.  Its  striking  and  original 
features  render  it,  as  we  believe,  beyond  question,  the  best  exponent  of  agricul- 
tural thought  in  the  country.  It  does  not  depend  upon  second-hand  articles  or 
engravings  to  fill  its  pages.  It  costs  far  more  to  publish  than  any  other  journal 
of  ita  class.  Its  market  reports  are  reliable.  Its  Woman's,  Domestic  Economy r 
Literary,  and  News  Departments  are  conducted  by  specialists.  Its  Eye-Opener,, 
with  its  scathing  exposure  of  all  frauds  and  humbugs  has  saved  its  subscribers- 
thousands  of  dollars  every  year.  Its  illustrations  are  a  strong  feature.  New 
fruits,  grains,  implements,  flowers,  farm  and  garden  devices,  fine  stock,  portraits 
of  eminent  ruralists  are  faithfully  shown,  while  its  hardhitting  full- page  car- 
toons, which  appear  from  time  to  time,  help  the  farmers'  cause  by  adding  dig- 
nity to  his  occupation.  Small  fruits  of  all  kinds  are  a  specialty.  Hundreds  or 
different  kinds  of  grapes,  strawberries,  raspberries,  etc.,  etc.,  may  be  seen  under 
test  at  the  Rural  Grounds.  All  ornamental  trees,  shrubs  and  vines,  herbaceous 
plants,  hardy  enough  to  endure  the  climate,  may  also  be  seen  there.  Not  less 
than  200  different  kinds  of  hybrids  between  wheat  and  rye  and  of  cross-bred 
wheats ;  hybrids  between  blackberries  and  raspberries,  between  roses,  etc.  may 
also  be  seen.  The  R.  N.-Y.  may  be  read  by  any  member  of  the  family  without 
fear  that  its  influence  will  be  other  than  for  good.  Its  advertising  columns  are 
also  guarded  with  unusual  care. 

Such  are  among  the  claims  made  for  this  journal,  and  we  know  that  the  best' 
people  of  the  country  will  fully  endorse  them. 

It  is  published  weekly  on  fine,  heavy  paper.  The  price  is,  for  single  copies, 
$2.00  a  year  in  advance;  or,  $1.50  in  clubs  of  five  or  over.  We  have  no  other 
terms.  Specimen  copies,  posters,  etc.,  for  those  who  wish  to  act  as  agents,  will 
be  promptly  mailed  without  charge.  Address 

THE  RURAL  NEW-YORKER, 

34  PARK  ROW,  NEW  YORK. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company  will  send  both  the  Rural  New-Yorker  andi 
the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year  for  $2.25. 


THERMOSTATIC 

INCUBATOR ! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 

3H.  S.  REKTWICK, 
19  Park  Place,      •      .       •      New  York. 


^JOLEDO.OHIO.  *, 
OTS/GINATOfcz 
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ANSWEBS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

J.  T.,  Sandy  Point,  Texas. — I  have  yards  and 
nouses  for  keeping_3  breeds  of  fowls.  I  have 
selected  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes.  and  S.  S.  Ham- 
burgs.  My  houses  are  divided  into  6  apart- 
ments, size  8x8 ;  yards  are  10x50.  Are  they  large 
enough  for  12  fowls,  if  not,  how  large  should  they 
be  for  my  use  or  purpose  ? 

With  proper  management  they  are  amply 
sufficient. 

C.  S.  F.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.— 1st.  To  what  bene- 
fit is  Sunflower  seed  to  Poultry?  2d.  When  is 
the  best  time  to  feed  it,  and  would  it  be  an  injury 
to  poultry  to  feed  it  at  any  time  of  the  year.  If  so, 
•why?  3d.  What  kind  ol  Sunflowers  is  the  most 
profitable,  what  can  it  be  bought  for,  and  where? 

1.  Serves  as  a  change,  brightens  the  plumage, 
and  regulates  the  bowels.  2.  Can  be  fed  at  any 
time,  but  twice  a  week  is  often  enough,  as  the 
■seeds  are  laxative  in  effect.  3.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence in  the  kinds.  They  can  be  bought  at  any 
seed  store,  or  poultry  supply  house.  C.  A.  Graf, 
Martinsville,  N.  Y.,  sells  them.  We  do  not  know 
price. 

A.  M..  Orlando,  Florida— I  have  heard  it 
stated  by  some  that  the  Black  Minorca  and 
Black  Spanish  were  identical— is  it  so?  Would 
a  cross  between  a  P.  R.  cock  and  Houdan  hens 
be  a  good  one  ? 

1.  They  are  different ;  the  Black  Spanish  has  a 
white  face,  the  Minorca  a  red  face.  2.  Yes. 

E.  H.  C  Pittsburg,  Pa.— Do  some  of  the  people 
at  Hammonton.  N.  J.,  raise  early  chicks  with  no 
other  heat  in  the  brooder  house  than  that  under 
the  brooder  ? 

No  other  method  is  practiced.  Only  the  escape 
heat  from  the  brooder  warms  the  houses. 

F.  G.,  Essexville.  Mich.— 1.  Please  tell  me  if 
white  at  the  root  of  a  Brown  Leghorn's  tail.oron 
any  part  of  the  plumage  disqualifies  ?  2.  "What 
is  the  standard  weight  for  Brown  Leghorns  ? 

1.  Should  be  no  white  on  a  Brown  Leghorn, 
though  it  is  allowed  at  base  of  the  tail.  2.  The 
standard  calls  for  size,  but  gives  no  iceight  for 
them,  liko  other  foolish  things  in  it. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  T.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.— Which  is  the 
better  lime  to  give  soft  feed  to  laying  hens- 
morning  or  evening  ?  Some  say  one  and  some 
the  other :  both  giving  good  reasons  for  the  same. 

Give  it  in  the  morning,  warm,  as  the  birds  are 
then  hungry,  and  should  have  food  that  can  be 
quickly  digested. 

S.  L.  B.,  Sabinsville.  Pa.— 1.  Will  the  pro- 
miscuous intercourse  of  different  breeds  of  fowls 
(i.  e.,  chickens)  through  the  fall,  degrade  and 
unfit  them  for  your  stock  in  Spring  if  separated 
January  1st  ?  "2.  I  have  two  hens  with  large, 
hard  tumors  on  feet,  one  under  the  foot,  the 
other  between  the  toes.  What  are  they,  and 
/how  removed?  3. 1  read  of  soap  pills  for  poultry. 
Will  any  hard  soap  do?  If  riot,  what  kind? 

1.  We  think  not,  although  some  claim  other- 
wise. 2.  Due  probably  to  high  roost.  See  article 
on  bumble  foot  in  November.  3.  Any  kind  of 
soap  will  answer. 

H.  M.K.,  Havre-de-Grace.  Md— Which  will 
lay  on  an  average  the  most  eggs  in  a  year,  the 
Leghorns  or  Games? 

Probably  the  Leghorns. 

A.  E.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass.— 1.  Will  you  please 
tell  me  if  the  White  Plymouth  Rock'  is  a  good 
winter  laver?  2.  Which  will  mature  the  quicker, 
the  White  Plymouth  Rock  or  R.  C.  W.  Leghorn?  \ 

I.  Yes,  if  kept  warm.  2.  The  Leghorns. 

J.  B.,  Chatham,  N.  Y.— How  much  ground  ! 
beef  scrap  would  yen  feed  to  one  hundred  pul- j 
lets  per  day  that  you  wished  to  get  to  laying  as  1 
soon  as  possible  ? 

About  one  pound  to  every  20  hens  per  day. 

F.  H.,  Beloit,  Wis. — Will  you  please  tell  me 
through  your  P.  K.,  whether  white  feathers 
come  out  in  full  blood  Brown  Leghorns  or  not? 

They  are  not  allowed  except  at  base  of  tail  in 
cocks. 

H.  W.  P..  Vassar,  Mich. — Do  you  receive  or 
hear  complaints  about  the  White  Minorcas  not 
breeding  true  to  color?  I  bought  a  pair  in  May 
last,  and  their  chicks  fully  50  per  cent,  are  mouse 
color  and  black.  One,  indeed,  shows  but  a  few 
white  feathers,  and  very  small  ones  at  that. 

Yes ;  some  of  the  best  throw  off  in  color.  It 
has  been  a  general  complaint,  even  when  eggs 
are  from  the  most  reliable  breeders. 

J.  D.,  Germantown.Pa  — Let  me  know  in  your 
next  paper  how  long  eggs  can  be  kept  so  as  to  be 
fresh  enough  for  setting.  I  have  got  an  incubator 
and  it  takes  me  some  time  to  save  the  eggs  ? 


They  will  keep  a  month  if  turned  three  times 
a  week  and  kept  in  a  cool  place  but  not  so  as  to 
freeze. 

Jersey  Bines. 

The  illustration  was  furnished  us  by  Mr.  John 
E.  Diehl,  of  Beverly,  N.  J.,  who  breeds  Jersey 
Blues,  Scotch  Creepers,  Malay  Games,  and  Se- 
bright Bantams.  Mr.  Diehl,  (who  is  well-known 
as  a  poultry  judge),  took  the  gold  medal  prize  at 
the  Centennial,  and  annually  captures  the  prizes 
at  the  shows.  To  describe  the  Jersey  Blues  we 
will  state  that  they  are.  like  the  Dominicks  and 
Plymouth  Rocks,' purely  American.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  the  result  of  a  cross  from  fowls 
brought  to  New  Jersey  by  the  Swedes  when  they 
immigrated  to  this  country,  and,  being  in  color 
of  a  bluish  cast,  they  were  given  the  name  of 
Jersey  Blues,  and  have  been  known  as  such  for 
the  past  generation.  Mr.  Lewis  Wright,  of  En- 
gland, speaks  of  themin  his  Illustrated  Work  on 
Poultry  as  one  of  the  leading  American  varieties. 
Their  meat  is  white,  delicate  and  tine  grained — 
not  stringy  like  most  other  large  breeds.  The 
cocks,  when  matured,  will  weigh  from  nine  to 
twelve  pounds,  and  as  capons  cannot  be  excelled. 
The  hens  will  weigh  from  six  to  nine  pounds,  are 
good  layers  of  a  large,  richly  flavored  egg,  the 
shell  of  which  is  of  a  darkish  color,  frequently 
spotted  like  a  turkey's; they  are  good  mothers, 
but  not  inclined  to"  set  as  often  as  Asiatics, 
and  are  easily  broken  up.  The  cock's 
hackle,  saddle,  "  and  tail  feathers  are  of  a 
very  dark  shade  —  approaching  black  — 
the  tail  being  short  and  the  sickles  well  round- 
ed: the  color  of  the  breast,  wing-bars,  coverts 
and  thighs  being  of  a  lighter  shade,  with  each 
feather  distinctly  shown  by  a  darker  shading 
around  the  edges:  comb  large,  straight  and 
evenly  serrated,  wattles  of  a  pendulous  charac- 
ter, ear  lob  s  full  and.  like  the  comb  and  wattles, 
bright  red  in  color:  eyes  dark  bay,  legs  ds.rk 
blue  or  seal  black,  well  scaled  and  free  from 
feathers:  talons  white.  The  plumage  of  the  hen 
is  of  a  lighter  and  more  even  color,  otherwise 
the  general  description  is  the  same. 


Mass.,  supplies  all  the  large  hotels,  and  sends 
prices  to  all.  He  buys  all  classes  of  poultry. 
In  addition  to  such  business  he  breeds  the  cele- 
brated dark  egg  strain  of  Plymouth  Rocks. 
The  house  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  in  Boston 
and  we  will  have  more  to  say  of  it  in  our  Janu- 
ary issue. 


See  the  advertisement  of  Mr.  S.  N.  Warfel's 
poultry  farm  for  sale.  A  good  opportunity  for 
an  enterprising  man. 

The  Michigan  State  Show  will  be  held  at 
Grand  Rapids  Jan.  9th  to  14th,  and  will  be  a 
large  one.  Premium  lists  ready,  Mr.  L.  Town. 
Grand  Rapids,  is  Secretary. 

Poultry  Keeper  Special.— It  is  our  intention 
to  shortly  issue  a  Poultry  Keeper  Special  con- 
taining all  the  cream  of  former  numbers.  It  will 
be  more  fully  announced  in  the  future. 


P.  H.  Spraguk,  the  Chicago  poultry  dealer, 
has  removed  to  224  South  Water  Street,  Chic- 
ago, 111.,  where  he  sells  everything  in  the  poul- 
try line. 

The  St.  Catharines,  Canada,  Show  occurs 
Dec.  12-16,  and  special  premiums  are  offered. 
Send  for  premium  list  to  Mr.  R.  Hamill,  Secre- 
tary, St.  Catharines. 

A.  C.  Hawkins,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  breeders  of  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Wyandottes  in  the  country.  His  stock  al- 
ways wins.  Send  for  his  catalogue. 

The  Rural  New  Yorker,  the  best  and  most 
enterprising  weekly  agiicultural  journal  in  the 
United  States,  at  $2  per  year,  is  offered  with  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  for  $2.25.  There's  your 
chance. 


Poultry  for  Profit— We  have  this  valuable 
I  little  book  bound  in  cloth,  which  makes  a  durable 

and  useful  volume  to  the  poultry  raiser.  Price 
|  40  cents,  or  given  for  two  new  subscribers  to 

Poultry  Keeper  at  50  cents  each. 


Don't  Miss  the  Back  Numbers. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  may  wish 
back  numbers  (five  cents  each)  we  mention  the 
following  main  articles,  in  addition  to  other 
valuable  matters : 

November,  1886.— AH  about  JRovp,  nearly  two 
pages  to  roup  alone. 

December,  1886— All  about  Cholera.  Two 
pages. 

January,  1887.— Caponizinp,  with  illustrations. 

February,  1887.— The  Prices  of  Broilers  for  the 
whole  year.  Also  of  Turkeys,  Ducks,  Geese, 
Eggs,  etc. 

March.  1887—  All  about  Gapes. 

April.  1887.— Poultry  Houses— 26  illustrations. 

May.  1887—  All  about  Turkeys— two  pages. 

Juiie,  1837. — Poultry  Houses,  Brooders,  Foun- 
tains, Incubators,  etc. — over  20  illustrations. 

July,  1887. — How  to  Make  an  Incubator— illus- 
trated. 

August,  1887.— Brooders,  both  lamps  and  hot 
water— profusely  illustrated.  Two  pages. 

September.  1887.— All  the  different  modes  of 
preserving  eggs,  two  pages. 

October,  1887.— Lice,  with  all  the  remedies,  and 
two  pages  devoted  to  the  subject. 

Novelnber,  1887.— The  different  diseases  and 
vices  other  than  roup,  cholera,  and  gapes,  such 
as  feather  pulling,  crop  bound,  egg  bound, 
scabby  leg,  apoplexy,  etc. 

Remember  we  only  mention  the  leading 
articles.  Each  number  is  filled  with  other  valu- 
able information.  You  can  get  any  one  of  them 
for  five  cents  in  stamps,  or  you  may  date  your 
subscription  back.  Take  our  advice  and  send 
for  them,  as  you  don't  know  what  you  may  miss 
by  not  doing  so.  You  could  not  buy  a  $10  book 
that  will  give  you  half  as  much  information. 

Consolidated. 

Two  papers  are  now  one,  having  consolidated 
on  a  new  basis— the  Poultry  Keeper  (50  cents) 
and  Fancier's  Gazette,  ($1.25)  Indianapolis. 
Both  together  only  $1.00  per  year,  equal  to  $1.75 
for  $1.00.  The  Gazette  is  the  pride  of  the  West, 
and  we  have  consolidated  with  it,  as  a  companion, 
both  being  cheaper  than  otoe. 

The  St.  Louis  Show. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Poultry  Club  will  have 
another  rousing  show  December  9th  to  14th,  in- 
clusive, and  they  insure  a  splendid  premium 
list,  which  is  now  ready.  Mr.  F.  E.  Scheel 
Belleville,  111.,  is  President,  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Cush- 
ing,  editor  Poultry  Record.  St.  Louis,  Secretary. 
They  invite  the  whole  world  to  attend,  and  think 
their  show  will  be  ahead  of  Chicago  or  any  other 
place,  as  they  usually  have  splendid  exhibitions 

Boston's  Great  Poultry  Merchant. 

Mr.  W.H,  Rudd,  48  Chatham  street,  Boston, 


The  Now  Bethlehem  Show  occurs  Dec.  27-30, 
with  J.  Y.  Bicknell  as  judge.  It  is  in  the  midst 
of  a  poultry  centre,  has  a  large  hall,  and  pre- 
mium lists  are  now  ready.  Mr.  W.  M.  Andrews 
is  Secretary. 

.  Volume  1.— We  have  a  few  bound  volumes  left 
of  the  first  year  of  the  Poultry"  Keeper.  They 
are  valuable  and  being  in  a  substantial  shape 
for  use.  can  be  preserved.  Price.  $1.25.  postage 
paid.  It  is  our  intention  to  have  all  the  succeed- 
ing volumes  bound. 

The  Wheeling  Poultry  Association.Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  will  hold  its  Third  Annual  Exhibition 
of  Poultry.  Pet  Stock  and  Dogs,  Jan.  3-6, 1888,at 
the  Capitol  Rink,  opposite  postoffice.  Splendid 
light,  and  ventilation,  ample  accommodations. 
J.  Y.  Bicknell,  judge.  For  premium  lists  ad- 
dress Dr.W.  J.  Bates,  Jr.,  Sec.,Wheeling,W.Va. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 

If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  arid  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50centpapers. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books.  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks,"  by  P.H.Jacobs 
"Architecture  Simplified."  If  you  are  already  a 
subscriber,  send  us  one  new  subscriber  and  60 
cents  and  have  the  book  sent  to  yourself,  or 
three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80  and  get  all  the 
books. 

The  Poly-opticon.— This  is  a  new  and  valua- 
ble premium.  It  transfers  pictures  and  photo- 
graphs to  canvas  similar  to  a  magic  lantern,  ex- 
cept that  the  pictures  do  not  have  to  be  on  glass. 
You  can  use  any  picture  or  chromo  card.  "  Will 
keep  your  children  at  home  in  the  evening,  and 
they  can  easily  run  around  to  the  neighbors  and 
get  the  seventeen  new  subscribers  to  Poultry 
Keeper  and  earn  it. 

Seventy  Cents.— For  this  small  sum  we  will 
send  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year  and  a  copy 
of  Scribner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  price  35  cts., 
or  Fisher's  Grain  Tables,  price  40  cents.  Either 
of  these  are  substantially  bound,  and  of  use  to 
every  person  interested  in  those  subjects. 

Five  Cents.— The  Temperance  Volume  w  ill 
be  valued  by  all  interested  in  this  foremost  of 
all  subjects.  One  Thousand  Facts  is  a  book  well 
worth  the  30  cents  to  all.  Kendall's  Horse  Book 
is  valuable  to  all  horse  owners.  If  any  friend  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper  will  add  five  cents  to  their 
subscription  to  cover  postage,  &c,  we  will  pre- 
sent them  their  choice  of  these  three  books,  or 
add  15  cents,  and  get  the  whole  three. 
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How  to  Make  Your  Own  Condition 
Powders. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Estabrook,  Rosemond.  111.,  desires 
to  know  how  to  make  condition  powders.  He 
says: 

"Will  you  send  me  a  list  of  the  ingredients 
that  will  make  the  best  condition  powder  for 
poultry,  so  that  I  can  get  and  mix  them  myself." 

Now,  condition  powders  depend  upon  what 
you  desire  them  for.  If  for  assisting  to  form  egg 
material,  we  will  give  and  explain  the  ingredi- 
ents, as  follows: 

Ground  bone,  one  pound  (phosphoric  acid  and 
lime) ;  ground  meat  or  blood,  three  pounds  (ni- 
trogenous, forming  albumen) ;  linseed  meal,  one- 
half  pound  (nitrogenous,  carbonaceous,  and 
laxative,  used  for  regulating  the  bowels) ;  char- 
coal, one  pound  (used  for  promoting  di- 
gestion and  assisting  to  correct  acidity) ; 
sulphur  one  ounce  (a  necessary  con- 
stituent of  an  egg,  and  assists  in  ward- 
ing off  disease) ;  salt,  half  pound  (very 
necessary,  and  often  neglected) ;  ground 
ginger,  two  ounces,  red  pepper,  one 
tablespoonful,  fenugreek,  half  a  pound, 
gentian,  one  ounce  (stimulants  and  cor- 
rectives) ;  chloride  of  iron,  one  ounce 
(an  invigorator  of  the  system). 

In  giving  the  above  the  reader  will  at 
once  notice  why  condition  powders  make 
hens  lay.  The  ingredients  of  the  egg 
and  the  assistants  to  digestion  are  there. 
Give  a  tablespoonful  of  the  mixture  once 
a  day,  to  ten  hens,  in  the  soft  food.  It  is 
sufficient,  with  what  they  will  derive 
from  their  food.  Now,  for  a  lot  of  sick 
Jowls,  a  different  kind  of  condition  pow- 
der is  required. 

Gentian,  one  pound;  red  pepper,  half 
ounce ;  sulphur,  one  ounce ;  salt,  one 
ounce ;  chloride  of  iron,  one  ounce ;  hy- 
posulphite of  soda,  two  ounces ;  Peru- 
vian bark,  one  ounce;  black  antimony, 
one  ounce ;  charcoal,  half  a  pound. 

Give  a  tablespoonful  to  two  hens,  in  the  soft 
feed,  once  a  day,  till  better.  Then  use  the  other 
one.  These  powders  can  be  made  in  large 
quantity,  at  a  small  cost,  the  only  expensive  ar- 
ticles being  the  Peruvian  bark  and  gentian.  We 
would  suggest  that  a  tablespoonful  of  the  Doug- 
lass mixture  be  added  to  every  quart  of  drinking 
water.  It  is  made  as  follows:  Water,  two  gal- 
lons; copperas  (sulphate  of  iron),  one  pound; 
sulphuric  acid  (oil  of  vitriol),  a  gill.  We  do  not 
claim  the  above  to  be  infallible,  but  considering 
•the  cost  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all.  In  the 
use  of  sulphur  too  much  should  not  be  given, 
especially  in  damp  weather.  The  proportion 
given  above  is  small  enough. 


enough  before  killing  to  insure  good  condition; 
and  never  killed  after  feeding  until  sufficient 
time  for  the  crop  to  become  entirely  empty. 

Kill  by  bleeding;  hang  the  fowl  up  by  the  legs 
and  cut  de^p  with  sharp  pen  knife  cross-wise  in- 
side the  upper  part  of  the  throat ;  and  after  pick- 
ing allow  the  poultry  to  thoroughly  cool  through 
befoii5  packing;  if  packed  with  any  animal 
warmth  it  quickly  spoils. 

Dry-picked  turkeys  and  chickens  generally 
command  one  to  two  cents  per  pound  more  than 
scalded.  If  scalded  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid 
tearing  the  skin. 

Dress  with  the  heads  and  feet  on  and  entrails 
in;  for  drawn  poultry  (heads  and  feet  off  and 
entrails  out)  will  not  sell  in  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia, but  for  Boston  they  should  be  drawn, 
but  not  heads  or  feet  off. 


issue— Games,  Wyandottes  and  Imported  Dark 
B rah  mas.  Mr.  Ludlow  makes  a  specialty  of 
Games,  his  yards  containing  not  only  the  Black- 
brested  Reds,  but  also  Silver  Duckwings,  Red 
Piles  and  Malays.  He  delights  at  the  same  time 
in  Leghorns,  Polish.  Langshans,  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Cochins,  Bantams,  Ducks 
and  Guineas.  The  Pit  Came  is  here  tested  and 
bred  to  the  highest  degree  of  courage  and  en- 
durance. His  latest  acquisition  is  the  Imported 
Dark  Brahma  '•Sardinian  and  Mate,"  from  the 
yard  of  Lady  Gwydyr,  Ipswich,  England.  Mr. 
Ludlow  won  18  special  premiums  at  the  New 
York  Show  of  1886,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  reliable  breeders  known. 


BLACH-BRE/iSTED  KIOTO  GAMES. 

Owned  by  T.  W.  LimIIow,  Tonkers,  New  York 

When  thoroughly  cold  pack  in  good  tight  boxes 
or  barrels  with  clean  dry  straw ;  by  placing  a 
layer  on  the  bottom,  then  alternate  layers  of 
poultry  and  straw ;  stow  each  fowl  snugly,  filling 
the  package  quite  full,  press  in  and  cover  tight. 

Put  the  different  kinds  in  separate  packages 
and  mark  each  with  gross  weight  and  tare. 

Avoid  shipping  in  wet  or  damp  and  mucky 
weather  if  possible ;  if  not,  ship  by  express. 

Large  turkeys  are  wanted  for  Thanksgiving: 
large  gobblers  and  geese  for  Christmas ;  ducks 
and  chickens  or  medium  size  hen  turkeys  are  in 
best  demand  for  New  Years  and  generally  after 
New  Years  large  turkeys  are  hard  to  sell. 


Poultry  for  Market. 
Poultry  should  be  penned  up  and  fed  Ions 


The  Ludlow  Poultry  Yards. 

We  illustrate  three  breeds  from  the  yards  of 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers.  N.  Y.,  in  this 


Scotch  Creepers. 

This  old-fashioned  breed  of  fowls  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  or  allowed  to  become  ex- 
tinct, as  they  are  really  a  very  valuable 
variety,  and  were  great   favorites  in 
Scotland  years  ago,  where  they  were 
also  known   as  Dumpies,  Bakies,  Go- 
laighs,  etc.,  but  really  they  should  be 
designated  by  only  one  name,  and  that 
most    appropriate  would   be  "Scotch 
Creepers,"— Scotch  because  they  were 
formerly  bred  largely  in  Scotland,  and 
probably  originated  there,  and  creepers 
from  their  manner   of  motion  on  ac- 
count of  the  shortness  of  their  legs.  The 
peculiarity  of  this  breed  of  fowls  is  the 
extreme  shortness  of  their  shanks, which 
should  not  exceed  three  inches  from  the 
hock  joint,  the  shorter  they  are  the  more 
prized  the  bird  becomes.    The  shanks 
and  feet  should  be  pure  yellow  and  free 
from  feathers;  the  color  of  their  plum, 
age  is  of  a  greyish  white,  each  feather 
laced  with  blue  black,  resembling  that 
i  f  the  American  Dominick,  the  cocks 
being  of  a  somewhat  lighter  shade  than 
the  hens;  they  have    single,  upright 
combs  and  red  earlobes;  their  tails  are 
of  medium  length  with  fair  sized  sickles 
on  cocks  ;body  large,  long  shaped, similar 
to  theDorking ;  flesh  white ;  they  are  exceedingly 
hardy ;  the  hens  are  good  layers  of  large  eggs 
and  as  mothers  cannot  be  surpassed.    Wei'  ht 
of  cocks  from  8  to  9  lbs.,  hens      to  7%  lbs.  Mr- 
T.Raines,  of  Sterling,  Scotland,  mentions  them' 
in  "Wright's  Illustrated  Work  on  Poultry,"  as 
very  profitable  birds  and  excellent  for  the  table, 
besides  on  account  of  their  hardy  constitution 
together  with  their  large,  plump  bodies  and 
short  legs,  they  make  a  valuable  cross  with 
more  stilty-legged  birds.  There  are  but  few  of 
them  in  this  country,  Mr.  John  E.  Diehl,  of 
Beverly,  N.  J.,  having  made  an  importation, 
though  he  has  no  birds  for  sale  this  season. 
They  are  just  the  birds  for  broilers. 

Warmth  is  better  than  all  medicines  for  roup 
or  swelled  heads  and  eyes,  Place  the  birds  by 
a  stove  if  possible. 
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Row  to  Raise  Ducks. 

It  was  once  supposed  that  dueks  could  not  be 
raised  without  ponds  of  water,  but  they  are  now 
kept  in  brooders  5x7  feet,  with  yards  5x16  feet 
(100  in  each  yard),  until  they  are  eight  or  ten 
weeks  old,  when  they  are  then  ready  for  market. 
Ducks  are  profitable  if  sold  as  soon  as  they  reach 
four  pounds  weight,  or  five  at  the  highest,  as 
they  will  return  rapid  growth  and  increase  for 
all  the  food  they  may  consume  up  to  that  age. 
After  that  time  they  do  not.  pay  except  to  keep  a 
few,  unless  they  have  a  pond  and  grass  run. 
June  is  the  best  inonth  for  selling,  and  July  next, 
as  young  ducks  bring  from  25  to  30  cents  per 
pound,  according  to  quality,  in  the  New  York 
Markets.  A  pair  of  Pekin,  Rouen  or  Aylesbury 
ducks  ought  to  weigh,  with  heavy  feeding,  ten 
pounds  per  pair  the  day  they  are  ten  weeks  old. 

If  raised  under  hens,  keep  the  hen  and  young 
ducks  in  little  coops  and  runs,  away  from  water. 
In  fact.until  the  ducks  are  feathered.they  should 
be  given  drinking  water  in  a  manner  only  to 
allow  of  their  getting  their  beaks  wet,  for  con- 
trary to  the  old  saying  that  "wet  weather  is 
splendid  for  young  clucks,"  nothing  is  so  fatal  to 
them  as  dampness.  Very  cold  drinking  water 
will  cause  them  to  have  cramps,  hence  it  should 
be  tepid. 

Feed  them,  after  they  are  twenty-four  hours 
old,  on  a  mixture  of  mashed  potatoes,  which  may 
be  thickened  with  ground  grain  (composed  of 
equal  parts  of  cornmeal,  ground  oats  and  mid- 
dlings), and  give  them  all  the  milk  they  can 
drink.  Scald  all  the.  food  the  first  two  weeks. 
After  they  are  three  days  old,  give  them  meat, 
chopped  fine,  (or  ground  meat),  mixed  in  their 
food  three  times  a  week.  Chopped  grass,  cab- 
bage, vegetable  tops,  clover  hay  chopped  and 
steeped  in  water,  or  any  kind  of  green  food 
may  be  given  liberally.  After  the  second  week 
cooked  turnips  and  ground  grain  will  answer, 
with  a  little  ground  meat.  Feed  four  times  a 
day  until  they  go  to  market. 

They  are  subject  to  but  few  diseases.  Cramps 
occur  from  cold  water.  Leg  weakness  comes 
from  damp  quarters  at  night.  Apoplexy  attacks 
grown  ducks  when  they  are  very  fat.  and  they 
are  also  subject  to  vertigo.  If  attacked  by  the 
large,  grey  body-lice  on  the  heads,  tiiey  will  ap- 
pear apparently  well,  and  suddenly  turn  over  on 
their  backs  and  die.  The  floor  upon  which  they 
sleep  must  be  of  boards,  and  should  be  kept  very 
clean  and  dry.  As  we  stated,  dampness  is  fatal 
to  young  ducks. 

If  raised  in  incubators  feed  them  in  little 
troughs,  to  avoid  fouling  the  food.  They  require 
plenty  of  heat  in  the  brooder  at  first,  but  after 
they  are  four  weeks  old,  can  do  well  without  it. 
Give  them  plenty  of  drinking  water  always,  and 
let  it  be  clean. 

Young  ducks  are  usually  marketed  dressed, 
leaving  on  heads  and  legs,  but  some  markets  re- 
quire the  entrails  to  be  drawn,  while  others  do 
not.  Old  ducks  seldom  bring  over  twelve  cents 
per  pound.  The  best  breeds  are  Pekins,  Rouens, 
and  Aylesburys :  or  those  breeds  may  be  crossed 
on  each  other  with  advantage.  The  best  time  to 
hatch  them  is  in  April  and  May,  so  as  to  get 
them  in  market  in  June  and  July. 

A  duck  of  the  improved  breeds  will  lay  from 
120  to  160  eggs  per  year,  and  usually  begins  in 
February.  If  kept  in  the  house  until  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  will  lay  in  the 
house,  as  they  lay  early  in  the  morning,  but  if 
turned  out  too  soon  they  sometimes  deposittheir 
eggs  in  other  places,  and  even  on  ponds.  One 
drake  to  six  ducks  will  be  sufficient,  and  if  young 
females  are  used,  it  is  best  to  have  a  two-year  old 
drake,  though  sometimes  the  eggs  hatch  well 
from  parents  of  the  same  age  on  both  sides,  and 
less  than  a  year  old :  but  they  should  not  be  kept 
too  fat,  or  the  eggs  will  not  hatch  well.  At 
Hammonton,  N.  J.,  this  season,  several  thousand 
ducks  were  raised  in  brooders  that  hadnowater, 
except  to  drink,  and  the  same  is  done  annually 
by  Mr.  James  Rankin,  of  South  Easton,  Mass., 
who  raises  as  many  as  4000  a  year.  The  great 
desideratum  is  good  care,  regular  feeding,  and 
dry  quarters. 

Compared  with  broilers,  the  prices  as  reported 
in  the  New  York  markets,  show  that  early  in  the 
season  broilers  bring  as  high  as  65  cents  per 
pound,  though  at  that  period  no  ducklings  are 
sent  to  market. 

For  the  years  1886  and  1887  the  prices  of  young 
ducks  and'  chicks,  dressed,  compared,  were  as 
follows : 

1886.  1887. 
Ducks.  Chicks.  Ducks.  Chicks 

May  28th,  . 
June  4th,  . 
June  18th,  . 
June  28th,  . 

It  will  be  observed  the  chicks  are  in  the  lead 
in  the  prices,  but  ducklings  are  sold  when  they 
weigh  from  three  to  four  pounds  each,  while 
chicks  must  weigh,  for  the  late  months,  over  two 
pounds  each,  but  it  requires,  on  an  average, 
three  months  for  the  chick  to  reach  two  pounds, 
while  the  duck  arrives  at  that  weight  (averaging 
a  number)  in  less  than  half  that  time,  and  is 
ready  for  market  (weighing  three  pounds)  in 
sever?  weeks,  thus  giving  really  a  larger  profit  in 
the  summer  months,  though  prices  rapidly  de- 
cline after  July  1st. 

The  following  is  the  weights  of  some  young 
ducks,  not  extra  fed,  and  which  were  taken  as 
the  average  of  lots  of  100  ducks.  The  weights 
are  per  pairs,  not  single  duckt.. 


28 

50 

20 

22 

25 

45 

22 

25 

18 

30 

23 

24 

16 

28 

28 

30 

lbs. 

Pair  Ducks,  1  day  old  0 

11  days  old  0 


20 

39 
42 
45 
49 
54 


oz. 
4 

15% 

1 

6 

8 

0 
12 
12 


It  will  be  noticed  that  they  gained  faster  at 
some  times  than  at  others,  which  difference  is 
due  to  warm  or  damp  weather,  as  the  case  may 
be.  After  the  fourth  week  they  should  gain 
from  eight  to  twelve  ounces  each,  per  week, 
though  we  have  known  them  to  gain  fourteen 
ounces  in  one  week.  Everything  depends  upon 
the  food  and  care  bestowed. 

Of  the  breeds,  a  cross  between  the  Pekin  drake 
and  Rouen  female  makes  the  best  duckling,  as 
it  is  white  in  color,  like  the  Pekin,  and  has  the 
hardiness  of  the  Rouen.  Both  breeds  are  very 
large,  and  grow  rapidly.  The  white  color  avoids 
pin  feathers  showing  when  the  ducklings  are 
dressed.  They  are  never  sold  alive,  as  is  the 
case  with  the  adults.  The  Aylesbury  is  also  an 
excellent  white  duck,  and  nearly  as  large  as  the 
Pekin,  the  two  white  breeds  making  an  excellent 
cross.  Always  use  males  of  the  Pekin,  Rouen, 
or  Aylesbury  when  grading  up  a  common  flock. 
The  White  Muscovey  drake  and  Pekin  female  is 
an  excellent  cross,  giving  a  very  compact  car- 
cass. Compared  with  chicks,  the  growth  forced 
on  high  feeding,  with  a  lot  of  ten  ducklings  and 
chicks,  for  experiment,  with  the  same  amount  of 
food  for  producing  one  pound  of  flesh  (usually  a 
cost  of  five  cents  for  each  pound  of  carcass),  we 
present  the  following:— 

Duckling. 
Pound.  Oz 


1  week  old,  . 

2  weeks  old,  . 

3  "      "  . 

4  '•      "  . 

5  "       "  . 

6  "      "  . 

7  "     "  . 


4 
9 
0 
9 
2 
11 
5 
0 


Chick. 
Pound.  Oz. 
0 


4 

Gl4 
10 
14 

2X 

0 


As  they  approach  maturity  (after  the  eighth 
week)  the  ratio  of  gain  begins  to  become  pro- 
portionately less,  wlnle  some  were  heavier  than 
others.  The  ducks  were  kept  in  a  small  coop, 
and  fed  to  demonstrate  the  highest  point  they 
could  be  made  to  attain,  the  pure-bred  Pekins 
being  used  for  experiment.  The  weight  of  chicks 
is  taken  from  our  May  number. — P.  H.  Jacobs, 
in  Farm  and  Garden. 

The  Chicago  Show. 

The  West  came  out  in  force,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  birds  where  shown,  but  the  managers  of 
the  Fat  Stock  Show  thought  they  knew  more 
than  they  really  did  and  many  difficulties  were 
the  result. 

Geo.  T.  Pitkin,  the  President,  and  F.  M.  Mun- 
ger,  the  Secretary,  did  nobly,  and  the  judges 
endeavored  to  do  their  duty  strictly. 

Walter  Elliott  arrived  on  the  ground  after  the 
show  was  under  way,  and  with  the  veteran 
Fred.  E.Scheel,  and  Dr.  Spalding,  made  a  care- 
ful inspection  of  not  only  the  show  but  every- 
thing that  required  their  judgment  and  opin- 
ions. They  were  ably  assisted  by  Town,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Cushing  of  St  Louis,  Connor,  of 
Ada,  Ohio,  and  others,  and  their  verdict  was 
that  their  presence  was  -xlso  necessary  at 
all  shows  to  follow.  Being  strict  prohibitionists 
theer  was  quite  a  demand  by  them  for  mineral 
water,  hot  coffee,  and  pure  Jersey  milk.  Elliott 
will  no  doubt  be  unanimously  re-elected  Secre- 
tary of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  he  will  do  his  duty. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  brought 
quite  a  flock  of  Dorkings,  Minorcas,  and  Lang- 
shans,  catching  more  than  his  share  of  premiums 
as  he  literally  swept  nearly  everything  on  Black 
Minorcas. 

Sid  Conger  was  there,  and  with  his  usual  irre- 
pressible smile.  Sid  was  happy  over  his  victories 
at  Atlanta,  where  he  captured  the  grand  special, 
but  happier  over  the  selection  of  Indianapolis 
in  place  of  Rochester. 

Cushing  of  the  Record  came  loaded  with  cari- 
catures of  the  Poultry  Keeper  editor,  and 
scattered  them  around  to  all.  Dr.  Hall,  of  the 
Letter,  Ward,  of  the  American  Poultry  Journal, 
and  Kidder,  of  the  Chvm  were  present,  taking 
notes,  with  that  serviceable  and  able  assistant 
editor  of  Poultry  and  Pets,  H.  A.  Prickett.  in- 
specting the  show  closely.  His  report  to  his 
paper  was  excellent.  Kidder  brought  a  trio  of 
Scotch  Creepers,  which  he  presented  to  the 
editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Howe  represented  the  ladies,  and  we 
met  Alfred  Dovle,  (the  newly-elected  Secretary) 
Joe  Coates.  J.  B.  Foot,  and  C.  B.  Pierce,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  while  Hough  and  Kenan,  of 
Upper  Sandusky.  O.,  were  bent  on  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  '''take  in"  the  show.  S.W.  Guthrie 
and  A.F.Cooper  were  busy  hatching  96  per 
cent  of  chicks  from  the  Prairie  State  Incubator, 
but  Axford  was  close  at  their  heels,  as  he  se- 
cured 93.  It  was  "tall"  hatching.  G.  P.  Gordon, 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Swan,  Corry,  Young,  Williams, 
Woodward.  Barron,  Worland,  Sewell,  Cage, 
Knisely,  Reed,  Shellabarger,  and  Crowell,  were 
there  too,  and  they  brought  grand  birds  with 
them. 


Pierce,  of  the  Fancier's  Gazette,  Barker,  Bick- 
nell  and  Connor  judged,  and  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, gave  general  satisfaction. 

In  Light  Brahmas  J.  B.  Foot,  of  Norwood 
Park,  111.,  and  Woodward  and  Sewell,  Evanston, 
111.,  won  the  highest  honors,  followed  by  E.  H. 
Upson.  Wilmot.  Indiana;  Alfred  Doyle,  Blue 
Island,  111. :  C.  B.  Pierce.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ; 
Chas.  McClave,  New  London,  Ohio,  and  R.  A. 
Judy,  Edwardsville,  111. 

D'irk  Brahmas  were  shown,  and  prizes  won 
by  Kenan  &  Poole,  Upper  Sandusky.  Ohior 
(cockerel  and  pullet) ;  Theodore  Worl'and,  112 
E.  39th  street,  Chicago.  (1st  on  pen,  hen  and 
others) ;  C.B.  Cage,  Shelby ville,  Indiana;  Wood- 
ward &  Sewell,  Evanston.  111.,  and  L.  A.  Byar- 
ley,  Mary  ville.  Mo. 

White  Cochin  prizes  all  went  to  C.  B.  Cage, 
Shelby  ville,  Indiana.  In  Black  Cochins,  C.  "H, 
Rhodes,  North  Topeka,  Kan.;  W.  H.  Clark, 
Mechanicsburg,  Ohio,  and  Ed.  Barron,  Donnell- 
son,  111.,  were  the  winners.  Buff  Cochin  prizes 
went  to  Prickett  &  Kniselv,  Columbia  City,  Ind. ;  ■ 
Ed.  Barron,  Donnellson.  111. ;  F.  E.  Scheel,  Belle- 
ville. 111.,  and  M.  M.  Connor,  Ada,  0.  Partridge 
Cochin  prizes  went  to  C.  B.  Pierce,  Grand 
Rapids.  Mich.:  W.  H.  Cleave,  Buckley,  111.; 
Henry  Davis,  Dyer,  Ind.:  J.  B.  Foot.  Norwood 
Park,  111.,  andH.'C.  Smith,  Chicago,  111. 

Langshans  were  out  in  force.  Woodward  & 
Sewell,  Evanston,  111.;  C.  C.  Meyoon,  Washing- 
ton, Heights,  111.;  W.  E.  Bryant.  Petersburg, 
III.;  F.  A.  Mortimer.  Pottsville  Pa.:  Harding 
Bros.,  Ridgeville,  111.;  John  Cole,  Elmore,  111  - 

E.  F.  Young,  Decatur,  111.,  and  J.  F.  Schue-  ' 
man,  Geneseo,  111.,  being  the  winners. 

In  Plymouth  Rocks  there  was  a  lively  skir- 
mish. Wm.  A.  Van  Doren,  of  Buckingham,  111., 
brought  some  elegant  birds,  and  so  did  F.  H. 
Shellabarger,  Letts,  Iowa.  L.  A.  Town,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  showed  fine  stock,  and  we  must 
not  omit  Ed.  Barron's  coops,  nor  those  of  Kenan 
&  Poole,  while  F.  M. Monger,  De  Kelb,  111.;  J.B. 
Foot,  Norwood  Park,  111.,  and  J.  E.  White,  Wau- 
kegan,  111.,  had  good  birds.  Every  one  of  the 
above  won  prizes. 

Wyandotles  were  well  up  to  the  average.  Our 
well-known  correspondent,  Henry  Arnd,  Odin, 
111.,  being  a  winner,  as  also  were  Prickett  & 
Knisely,  Columbia  City,  Indiana; Henry  Davis, 
Dyer,  Indiana;  F.  M.  Corry,'Shelby ville,  Indi- 
ana; C,  B.  Cage,  Shelbyville,  Indiana;  Charles 
McClave.  New  London,  O.,  and  F.  M-  Manger, 
De  Kalb,  111. 

Black  Java  prizes  went  to  J.  L.  Sheldon,  Cen- 
tral Village,  Conn.;  Henry  Turck,  Elm  wood 
Place,  O.;  E.  F.  Young,  Decatur,  111.:  N  T.  Lat 
tin.  Gaines,  N.  Y.,  and  M.  H.  Lvtle,  Palatine,  111 

While  Leghorns  were  good  and  prizes  were 
won  by  F.  M.  Munger,  De  Kalb,  111.;  W.  B. 
Reynofds,  Rockford,  111.,  and  C.  E.  Masters,  Ar- 
lington Heights,  111. 

Brown  Legliorns  were  the  finest  we  ever  saw, 
and  the  prizes  went  to  James  Swan,  31-18  Michi- 
gan Avenue,  Chicago;  Ed.  Barron,  Donaldson, 
111.,  and  F.  M.  Munger,  De  Kalb.  111. 

Rose-comb  Leghorns  (whites)  were  won  by 
Geo.  T.  Pitkin,  61  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  and 
Fred.  Ingraham,  111.'  Browns  went  to  Pitkin 
and  Theo.  Hewes.  Trenton,  Mo. 

Silver-pencilled  Hamburg  prizes  all  went  to  J. 
H.  Johnson,  Mavwood,  111.,  and  Silver-spangled 
to  W.  G.  Robertson,  Rockford,  HI.,  and  E.  F. 
Young,  Decatur,  111. 

Dorkings  were  numerous,  the  prizes  going  to 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  E.  A.  Sandford, 
Markham,  Ontario,  Can.,  and  Geo.  Leigh  &  Co., 
Aurora,  111. 

Black  Spanish  and  Andalusian  prizes  went 
to  C.  E.  Masters,  Arlington  Heights,  111.,  White 
Houdans  were  won  by  F.  A.  Hoover.Genoa,  111., 
A.  D.  Olin,  Streetsboro.  O.,  and  Andrew  Cook, 
Waukegan,  111.  Crevecouers  were  won  by  Wood- 
ward &  Sewell,  Evanston,  111. 

The  Polish  prizes  (different  varieties)  were 
won  by  Charles  McClave,  New  London,  O.;  H. 
D.  Woodcock,  Bridgeport,  O.,  and  John  A. 
Berry.  Houstonville.TPa. 

The  Golden  Wyandotte  prizes  went  to  Fred 
C.  Mansfield,  Johnson's  Creek.  Wis.,  and  prizes 
on  White  Wyandottes  went  to  F.  M.  Corry, 
Shelbyville,  Indiana,  E.  H.Archibald,  Leesburg, 
Indiana,  and  F.M.Clemens,  Jr., Mechanicsburg, 

White  Plymouth  Rock  prizes  went  to  Prickett 
&  Knisely,  Columbia  City,  Indiana,  L.  B.  Ander- 
son, Battle  Creek.  Mich.,  Geo.  T.  Pitkin,  61 
Washington  St.,  Chicago,  S.  M.  Williams,  Mon- 
roeville,  Indiana,  and  0.  O.  Oldfather,  Warsaw, 
Indiana.  ^ 

The  Minorca  prizes  were  won  by  F.  A.  Morti- 
mer, Pottsville,  Pa.,  Kenan  &  Poole,  Upper  San- 
dusky^., L.  B.  Anderson,  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
F.  M.  Munger,  De  Kalb,  111., and  Jno.  F.  Tobin, 
R,ocii6st6r  N.  Y. 

Games  (Bantams)  were  good,  and  prizes  went 
toR.  M.  Poucher,  52  Market  St.,  Chicago.  111., 
J.  H.  Johnson,  Maywood,  111.,  F.  A.  Scliippel, 
Chicago,  and  W.  A.  &  J.  L.  Bonar,  Coon  Island, 
Pa 

Games  were  first-class,  the  prizes  going  to  R. 
M.  Poucher.  Chicago,  Geo.  Vollans, Irving  Park, 
111.,  E.A.Sandford,  Markham,  Out,,  E.  F.  Young, 
Decatur,  111.,  John  Durbee,  Englewood,  111.,  and 
James  D.  Luce,  Urbana.  O.  . 

Bantams  were  shown  by,  (and  prizes  won)  K. 
M.  Poucher,  52  Market  St.,  Chicago,  and  Wood- 
ward &  Sewell,  Evanston,  111. 

Turkeys  (Bronze)  were  out  in  force.the  prizes, 
being  taken  by  W.H.  Van  Doren,  of  Bucking.. 
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ham,  111.,  Chas.  McClave,  N.  London,  O.,  D.  P. 
McCracken,  Paxton,  111.,  G.  F.  Cast,  Prospect, 
O.,  Henry  Davis,  Dyer,  Ind.,  J.  B.  Foot,  Nor- 
wood Park,  111.,  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Lehman,  Ne- 
osho, Wis.,  while  E.  H.  Bothwell,  Buckley,  111,, 
captured  the  prizes  on  Whites.  _  _  ■ 

The  prizes  on  Pekin  Ducks  went  to  D.  P.  Mc- 
Cracken, Paxton,  111.,  Henry  Davis,  Dyer.  Ind., 
and  A.  T.Davis,  Dyer, Ind. 

Geese  (Toulouse)  prizes  went  to  J.  B.  Foot, 
Norwood  Park.  111.,  Henry  Davis.Dyer,  Ind.,  D. 
P.  McCracken,  Paxton,  111.,  and  Chas.  McClave, 
New  London.  O.  ,,    „    ,  , 

The  Prairie  Stale  Incubator  won  the  first  and 
second  prizes  in  the  incubator  contest,  hatching 
96  and  94  chicks  from  100  eggs,  while  the  Axford 
Incubator  also  did  well,  hatching  93  chicks  from 
100  eggs.  The  Axford  Brooder  won  on  Brood- 
ers. 

Everybody  seemed  happy,  and  good  feeling 
prevailed.  'There  were  but  very  few  -kickers." 
and  they  did  not  accomplish  anything.  Being 
"fixed  institutions"  at  all  shows,  they  only 
created  a  smile.  The  judges  did  nobly,  and 
they  had  an  immense  amount  of  work  to  per- 
form. 


A  Feed  Trough. 

This  may  he  made  of  boards  four  inches  wide, 
as  shown  in  the  illustration,  and  of  any  length 
desired.  It  is  simply  an  ordinary  trough,  with 
slats  or  pieces  of  short  lath  tacked  two  inches 


A  FEED  TROUGH. 

apart,  to  keep  the  birds  out  of  the  trough,  but 
which  allows  them  to  get  at  the  feed  through  the 
spaces.  The  long  supports  at  the  bottom  prevent 
the  trough  from  being  upset  or  turned  over.  A 
water  trough  may  be  made  in  the  same  manner. 


Think  of  This! 

A  chromo  of  White  Wyandottes!  A  chromo  of 
White  Plymouth  Rocks!  Two  chromos  of  Laced 
Wyandottes!  Size  of  each  9x11  inches  and  in  six 
beautiful  colors.  With  a  Standard  and  Guide 
for  breeding  each  variety  and  the  latest  writings 
regarding  these  and  other  fowls  will  be  found  in 
the  new  edition  of  "Preston's  Wyandotte  Ga- 
zette," which  has  been  revised  and  over  doubled 
in  size,  and  is  pronounced  the  largest  and  best 
50c.  poultry  book  of  the  kind  published.  This 
book  contains,  besides  the  magnificent  collec- 
tions of  engravings  of  poultry,  poultry  buildings, 
etc..  a  masterly  article  on  White  and  Laced 
Wya'idottes,  by  A.  C.  Hawkins ;  two  finely  illus- 
trat  jd  and  most  instructive  articles  on  Laced 
Wyandottes,  by  Fred  A.  Houdlette,  and  a  com- 
plete guide  on  mating,  scoring  and  breeding 
Wyandottes,  by  B.  N.  Pierce— and  a  department 
devoted  to  all  manner  of  brief,  practical  and 
valuable  poultry  information  regarding  incuba- 
tors and  the  general  care  of  fowls.  The  article 
on  the  management  of  incubators  and  brooders, 
t>y  P.  H.  Jacobs,  is  without  doubt  the  finest 
work  of  the  kind  ever  writtr And  the  last 
ten  pages  of  the  book  on  "Things  You  Ought  to 
Know."  is  worth  the  price  of  the  work.  Size  of 
book,  82  pages,  9x11  in.  Price,  with  chromos, 
50c.  We  will  send  this  book  for  two  new  sub- 
scribers to  The  Poultry  Keeper  at  50  cents 
each. 


Raising  the  Roost. 

The  roost  should  be  over  a  platform,  so  as  to 
catch  the  droppings.  By  an  arrangement  like 
the  illustration,  the  roost  can  be  raised  up  dur- 
ing the  day  and  lowered  at  night,  so  as  to  use 
the  floor  for  the  hens  during  the  daytime.  A  is 
the  platform  and  B  the  roost  over  the  platform 


CCCCure  ropes  running  over  pulleys  (DDD) 
and  fastened  at  E,  by  the  use  of  a  ring  at  the 
end  of  the  main  rope,  the  ring  being  hung  over 
a  peg.  The  ropes  should  be  detachable  from 
the  roost  and  platform,  so  as  to  easily  permit 
of  carrying  the  platform  out  to  be  cleaned. 
The  cost  of  so  arranging  the  platform  is  but 
very  little,  while  it  gives  quite  an  amount  of 
space  on  the  floor  during  the  daytime. 


Poultry  House  and  Shed. 

We  present  an  illustration  of  a  poultry  house 
with  open  shed  attached.  As  tiie  arrangement 
is  intended  for  winter  use,  making  a  warm,  yet 
open  place  for  the  hens  in  winter,  no  dimensions 
are  given,  as  the  house  and  shed  may  be  of  any 
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POULTRY  HOUSE  AND  SHED. 

size  preferred ;  but  8x12  feet  (with  6x8  feet  to 
each  apartment)  will  give  a  flock  of  ten  hens  a 
comfortable  place  at  night,  with  fresh  air  and 
protection  from  storms  during  the  day. 


More  Points  to  be  Pasted  Up. 

When  your  liens  get  sore  feet,  or  have  bumble 
foot,  it  means  that  your  roosts  are  too  high. 

Use  pure-bred  cocks  always.  A  mongrel  does 
not  pay,  and  causes  loss  of  time. 

Feed  sulphur  sparingly,  as  it  will  cause  rheu- 
matism, or  leg  weakness.  Never  give  it  in  damp 
weather. 

Never  bring  a  hen  from  another  yard  into 
your  own,  or  you  may  introduce  lice  and  dis- 
ease. Raise  them. 

Giving  water  to  chicks  so  as  to  allow  them  to 
get  their  bodies  wet  is  certain  death,  as  damp- 
ness is  fatal  to  them. 

A  mixture  of  two  parts  lard  and  one  part  kero- 
sene oil  will  remove  the  rough  scabby  formation 
on  the  legs  of  fowls. 

Always  have  your  nests  removable,  and  kero- 
sene the  roosts,  (under  and  upper  sides),  once  a 
week. 

Mating  for  the  show  room  and  mating  to  pro- 
duce show  birds  from  prize  winners  are  differ- 
ent. 

C/ieap  egg  foods  are  mostly  ground  oyster 
shells,  and  the  benefits  are  only  imaginary. 
Don't  buy  them. 

There  is  more  in  the  management  than  in 
anything  else.  Everything  depends  on  the 
poultryman. 

Give  the  hens  leaves,  cut  straw,  or  dry  dirt, 
and  scatter  the  grain  in  it,  so  as  to  compel  them 
to  work.  The  good  scratcher  is  always  a  good 
layer. 

Broilers  usually  begin  to  come  into  market 
about  January  15th.  The  highest  prices  are  in 
April  and  May,  lor  chicks  less  than  two  pounds 
weight,  sold  dressea,  and  they  sometimes  reach 
60  cents  per  pound. 

Pullets  do  not  fatten  as  readily  as  hens.  It 
requires  a  little  science  to  feed  Brahmas,  Coch- 
ins, or  Plymouth  Rocks  to  prevent  them  becom- 
ing too  fat.  The  more  active  the  breed  the  less 
liability  to  fatten. 

When  you  find  a  dead  hen  under  the  roost  the 
cause  is"  apoplexy,  from  overfeeding.  When 
your  hens  gradually  droop  and  die  remove  the 
cock,  as  he  is  the  cause,  especially  if  he  is  heavy. 
If  a  hen  has  blind  staggers  she  is  too  fat. 

When  chicks  grow  very  fast  it  sometimes 
causes  leg  weakness,  but  in  such  cases  they 
have  good  appetites,  and  it  is  not  necessarily 
fatal.  Bottom  heat,  or  feeding  sulphur,  will 
also  cause  leg  weakness. 

When  chicks  droop,  look  sleepy,  have  a  rough 
appearance,  refuse  food,  and  do  not  grow,  look 
closely  on  the  heads,  necks,  and  vents  for  the 
large  body  lice— not  the  little  red  mites. 

For  warts,  soreheads,  and  skin  diseases,  rub, 
once  a  day,  with  a  few  drops  of  the  following: — 
Lard,  two  tablespoonfuls ;  cedar  oil,  one  tea- 
spoonful;  carbolic  acid,  20  drops. 

Disinfect  the  entire  premises,  when  disease 
appears,  with  Douglass  Mixture,  which  is  made 
of  two  gallons  water,  one  pound  copperas,  and 
one  gill  sulphuric  acid. 

The  reason  the  lien  that  steals  her  nest  always 
hatches  well  is  that  she  is  not  loo  fat,  and  every 
egg  has  the  same  vitality,  but  when  persons  put 
eggs  under  a  hen  the  eggs  are  usually  of  all 
sorts  and  from  anywhere  they  can  be  gotten. 

To  feed  young  chicks,  give  nothing  for  thirty- 
six  hours."  Then  feed  bread,  crumbled,  made  of 
corn  meal  three  parts,  middlings  one  part, 
ground  meat  one  part.  Cook  well,  and  feed 
every  two  hours,  cleaning  away  all  that  is  left 
over.  Mix  the  materials  with  milk  if  conve- 
nient, but  if  not,  mix  with  hot  water,  before 
cooking.  Feed  no  eggs,  as  they  cause  bowel 
disease.  As  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  keep 
cracked  corn  and  wheat  before  them.  When 
two  weeks  old  feed  on  a  mixture  of  ground  corn 
and  oats  three  parts,  bran  one  part,  ground 
meat  one  part,  with  a  little  salt  and  ground  bone, 
the  whole  well  scalded,  and  fed  fourtimes  a  day. 
Give  all  the  drinking  water  they  wish,  but  only 
the  beaks  must  get  wet.  Give  milk  and  also 
chopped  fresh  meat  three  times  a  week. 
Chopped  onions,  mashed  potatoes,  finely  chopped 
clover  (scalded)  or  any  variety,  may  also  be  ted. 
That  is  the  Hamnionton  method. 


When  young  chicks  are  feathering  rapidly,feed 
chopped  fresh  meat  once  a  day.  A  pound  for 
50  chicks  is  sufficient.  Avoid  draughts  of  air  on 
them. 

The  droppings  are  worth  fifty  cents  per  hen  a 
year.  The  best  way  to  preserve  them  is  to  clean 
but  the  house  every  alternate  day.  Mix  one 
bushel  dry  earth,  one  bushel  droppings,  and 
half  a  peck  of  kaiuit,  (crude  German  potash 
snlts)  together,  and  put  away  in  a  dry  place. 
Kainit  can  be  bought  by  the  bag  at  any  fertilizer 
store,  and  is  not  only  cheap,  but  of  itself  a  good 
potash  fertilizer.  In  the  mixture  it  forms  sul- 
phates, and  fixes  the  ammonia.  If  it  cannot  be 
procured,  use  dry  land  plaster  instead,  but 
kainit  is  much  better. 

The  advantages  of  an  incubator  are  not  that 
they  are  always  better  than  hens, 'but  that  with 
their  aid  you  can  hatch  at  any  time  you  prefer, 
and  strike  the  market  at  the  right  time,  hence 
an  incubator  chick  may  be  worth  four  hatched 
under  hens  because  lie  brings  a  high  price. 
You  can  thus  afford  all  losses. 
•  More  chicks  can  be  hatched  in  winter,  and 
raised  in  brooders,  with  one-tenth  the  labor, 
than  with  hens.  An  incubator  is  as  much  a 
necessary  part  of  a  poultryman's  outfit  as  a 
reaper  and  binder  is  for  a  wheat  grower. 

We  have  raised  chicks  in  brooders  to  weigh 
two  pounds  (when  forced  in  feeding)  in  nine 
weeks,  but  ten  to  twelve  weeks  is  the  average 
time  Our  brooder  turkeys  weighed  five  pounds 
when  four  months  old. 

How  to  Utilize  Old  Barrels. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Doren.  Buckingham,  111  ,  in 
the  American  Poultry  Journal,  says:— "I  use 
barrels  with  both  heads  out  to  set  my  turkeys  in,, 
and  by  August  (if  as  dry  weather  as  this  sum- 
mer) they  begin  to  fall  to  pieces:  so  I  make  t lie 
staves  into  coops  for  my  Plymouth  Rocks.  Size 
18  inches  high  and  18  inches  wide, and  the  lenglh 
of  the  staves,  and  nny  hard  wood  (I  use  willow 
poles)  will  hold  the.  nails  well.  I  lap  my  slaves 
when  Iputontho  sides  %  inch, as  you  put  da 
house  sulEingj  to  keep  out  rain  *ud  c::13  for  i 
shall  want  them  in  the  spring,  and  they  make 
good,  convenient  and  durable  coops  at  little- 
cost.  I  use  one  and  one  quarter  inch  wire  nails, 
and  nail  both  sides  lo  coiner  posts  and  in  two- 
places  at  equal  distance,  and  these  nails  I  clinch. 
The  top  is  flat  except  being  highest  in  middle 
about  the  curve  of  the  stave.  I  have  a  cross-lie 
in  middle  on  top  to  nail  center  of  staves  to.. 
Give  good  lap  for  a  good  roof,  I  thus  get  some; 
top  ventilation." 


Controlling  the  Sexes. 

F.  G.  DITTMAN,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

Having  taken  some  very  close  observations; 
during  hatching  season,  I  hereby  give  results. 
The  propositions  experimented  on  were  : 

1.  Matings  of  hen  with  cockerel  will  produce  a. 
predominance  of  pullets,  but  pullets  mated  with, 
cocks  give  more  males. 

2.  An  egg  with  the  air  cell  on  large  end.  in  the' 
center,  contains  a  cockerel.  If  that  cell  is  a  lit- 
tle to  one  side,  it  is  a  pullet 

3.  Eggs  perfectly  smooth  on  pointed  end  are 
females,  but  a  wrinkle  or  curl  on  point  of  egg 
will  show  male. 

I  set,  from  Feb.  13th  to  the  5th  of  June,  inclu- 
sive, 146  eggs.  Each  egg  was  closely  examined 
for  position  of  air-cell  and  appearance  of  small 
end,  a  number  put  on  it  to  fix  its  identity,  and 
each  setting  recorded  in  a  book  for  future  trac- 
ing. Out  of  these  146  eggs  111  chicks  were  suc- 
cessfully hatched,  but  nine  were  lost  before  sex 
could  be  ascertained. 

1.  Of  the  chicks,  thirty-four  were  from  matings 
of  cockerels  with  hens,  and  they  proved  fifteen 
cockerels,  eighteen  pullets  and  one  not  known. 
From  cockerels  with  pullets,  (had  no  cock  in  my 
stock),  seventy-seven  chicks  turned  out.  twenty- 
four  males,  forty-five  females  and  eight  sex  un- 
ascertained. 

2.  Of  the  eggs, fifty-eight  had  air-cells  in  center, 
fifty-three  to  one  side.  Result  as  above,  total, 
thirty-nine  cockerels,  sixty-three  pullets,  nine 
unknown. 

3.  Out  of  forty-two  eggs  with  wrinkles  on 
point,  and  sixty-nine  perfectly  smooth,  there 
were  thirty-nine  males,  sixty-three  females  and 
nine  not  known. 

The  "wrinkles  on  point"  theory,  seems  to  me 
most  worthy  of  consideration, and  further  experi- 
ments, which  lam  doing  carefully,  will  be  given. 

By  tracing  the  chicks  from  their  resemblance 
to  their  mothers,  I  find  that  some  females, 
old  or  young,  produce  a  predominance  of 
coc  kerels,  vvhile  others  bring  more  pullet, 
all  being  mated  with  the  same  male, 
Also,  hens  or  pullets,  of  a  very  quiet  dispositions 
are  more  apt  to  produce  pullets,  while  those  of 
a  rather  caloric  temper  bring  forth  more  cock- 
erels. 

[Mr.  Dittman's  experiments  are  very  valuable, 
and  we  extend  thanks  for  his  kindness  in  mak- 
ing them  known.  We  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  him  again,  and  that  he  is  extending  his  in- 
vestigations.—Ed.] 
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[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out ;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 


Blue  Leghorns.— Mr.  J.  J.  Trenham,  Pinna- 
cle, N.Y.—'T  think  I  have  something  new  in  a 
blue  Leghorn,  and  for  beauty,  style  and  busi- 
ness far'ahead  of  the  ethers.  None  for  sale 
mow." 

Ninety-six  Per  Cent— Mr.  R.  R.  Kayler, 
York, Pa— "I  have  a  lot  of  clucks  one  week  old, 
having  had  a  hatch  of  96  per  cent,  with  an  incu- 
bator. Is  there  a  better  record— if  so  I  cannot 
find  it  in  any  other  journals."  [Which  incubator 
did  you  use  ?— Ed.] 

Finds  it  Reliable—  Mr.  D.  S.  Davis,  York, 
Nebraska. — "I  watch  for  your  paper  each  month 
with  pleasure,  knowing  that  when  it  does  come 
I  have  one  of  the  best  that  can  be  published.  I 
find  it  reliable  in  everything  that  I  know,  and  in 
what  I  don't  know  alsb." 

A  Good  Hatch.— Mr.  H.  H.  Metzler,  New  Ox- 
lord,  Pa. — "In  May  I  bought  13  Brown  Leghorn 
■eggs,  and  when  the  time  was  up  13  Brown  Leg- 
horn chicks  came  out,  and  I  have  them  all  now, 
seven  pullets  and  six  cockerels.  I  will  give  a 
record  of  them  when  they  lay." 

Thinks  the  Leghorn  the  Best— Mrs.  Laura 
Dickinsheets,  Celina,  O. — "I  know  but  little 
:about  poultry,  but  I  think  I  did  very  well  this 
summer,  as  1  raised  125  chickens  from  12  hens.  I 
have  Plymouth  Pucks  and  B;  >wn  Leghorns,  and 
I  think  the  Leghorns  the  better." 

A  Good  Incubator  Hatch.— Mrs.  Lydia  M. 
Henry,  V/.  Parmington,  0. — "My  incubator  is  a 
home-made  one.  My  last  hatch  was  of  turkeys 
•and  ducks,  and  I  got  over  75  per  cent,  of  as  nice 
healthy  bi'ds  as  you  would  wish  to  see.  The 
Poultry  Keeper  is  a  great  help  to  me." 

Would  Pay  Any  Price. — Mr.  H.  N.  E., 
(name  withheld),  Sidney,  Nebraska.—"]  agree 
with  Mr.  Arndt  in  desirihgto  have  the  Poultry 
Keeper  a  semi-monthly.  It  would  delight  me  to 
have  it  issued  weekly,  but  do  not  want  to  ask 
too  much  at  once.  I  am  willing  to  pay  any  price 
for  the  paper  you  ask." 

What  a  Boy  Says.— Master  Walter  White, 
Blissfield,  Mich— "I  am  a  boy  only  13  years  of 
age,  but  take  an  interest  in  allkinds  of  poultry, 
I  have  now  on  hand  13  Plymouth  Pocks,  and  14 
Wyandottes.  This  summer  I  raised  about  200 
chickens.  I  take  three  poultry  papers,  but  like 
the  Poultry  Keeper  best." 

Keeps  Several  Kinds— Master  Bertie  Lewis, 
Belvidere,  111. — "I  am  quite  interested  in  poul- 
try, and  have  several  different  kinds,  such  as 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  Plymouth  Pocks, 
Black  Spanish,  and  Duck-wing'  Games.  Also 
Bantams  and  Madagascar  Babbits.  Will  you 
please  send  me  plans  of  incubators  and  brood- 
ers." [See  our  July  and  August  numbers— Ed.] 

Crossing  Wyandottes  and  P.  Rocks.— J. 
W.,  (no  name)  Bedford,  N.  Y. — "I  notice  some 
things  in  P.  K.  to  which  I  do  not  agree.  My  ex- 
perience in  regard  to  crossing  Wyandottes  and 
P  .Rocks  is  that  the  pullets  are  black,  with  dark 
legs,  some  rose  and  some  single  combs,  but  the 
cockerels  looked  like  full-bred  Plymouth 
Rocks."  [Use  a  light-colored  male  next  time.— 
Ed.] 

A  Remedy  for  Wheezing— Mr.  G.  E.  Howell 

Howell's  Depot,  N.  Y. — "I  send  you  my  remedy 
for  colds  (which  is  the  beginning  of  roup).  Take 
half  a  teaspoon  of  turpentine,  and  force  it  down 
the  bird,  once  a  day,  until  the  wheezing  stops, 
which  it  does  in  a  few  hours  unless  very  bad.  I 
"have  not  lost  a  bird  treated  in  this  way." 
[Rather  too  much  at  a  dose;  half  the  quantity 
should  do.— Ed  ] 

Appreciates  Enterprise—  Mr.  G.  H.  J. 
Cronenwett,  Woodville,  ().— "I  have  been  a 
reader  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  for  over  a  year 
and  find  it  the  best  paper  issued.  Since  I  have 
had  it  I  have  gained  more  information  than  I 
would  in  ten  years  without  it.  The  plan  of  in- 
cubator, in  July,  is  alone  worth  a  large  sum  of 
money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  many  cures  of  dis- 
eases! and  the  experience  of  readers  from  all 
sections." 

Crowds  Him  With  Business.— Lewis  C. 
Beatty,  Washington. N.J  .—"My  four-line  adver. 
now  in  Poultry  Keeper  has  already  sold 
nearly  all  the  birds  1  have.  It  makes  me  laugh 
when' I  hear  men  say  it  don't  pay  to  advertise. 
It  seems  strange  that  so  many  will  pay  $1.25  for 
an  old-fashioned  poultry  journal  when'  they  can 
get  the  wide-awake  Poultry  Ki;eper  for  only 
50  cents.  A  man  who  will  find  fault  with  the  P. 
K.  will  find  fault  with  his  grandmother.  I  got 
18  inquiries  to  advertisement  in  one  day  and  in- 
quiries ol  course  lead  to  sales." 


Poultry  in  Arkansas.— Mr.  W.  S.  Vandevier, 
Mountain  Fork,  Ark.— "I  could  not  keep  poultry 
without  the  Poultry  Keeper.  I  keep  Plymouth 
Rocks  and  Black  Spanish.  The  people  here  all 
keep  poultry,  but  with  few  exceptions  confine 
their  efforts  to  the  common  kinds,  to  which  they 
give  no  attention,  but  I  think  that  what  is  worth 
doing  is  worth  doing  well.  I  think  the  Poultry 
Keeper  suits  the  'common  cuss'  as  it  is." 

The  Rooster  that  Crows.— Mr.  S.  E.  Hamp- 
ton, box  333,  Ellenville,  N. Y— "Forgive  me  for 
saying  that  I  never  saw  a  rooster  with  a  more 
lusty  crow  than  has  the  'rooster'  that  edits  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  nor  have  I  seen  a  paper  with 
a  better  claim  to  that  'lusty  crow.'  Experience 
ceased  to  be  an  expensive  teacher  since  it  began 
its  regular  calls,  and  I  would  not  be  without  its 
plain,  practical,  common-sense  lessons  for  many 
times  its  price." 

A  Heat  Regulator— Mr.  Samuel  Beardsley, 
Altoona,  Pa.— "I  made  a  heat  regulator  from  'il- 
lustration by  Mr.  G.  A.  Hayne,  of  Sagerville, 
Iowa,  (see  our  December  number. — Ed.)  and  it 
works  first-class,  but  I  made  some  improve- 
ments on  it,  by  connecting  the  wires  to  a  valve 
which  opens  and  closes  when  too  hot  or  cold." 
[We  do  not  approve  of  valves,  as  they  cause 
draughts  in  incubators.  Simply  turning  down 
the  flame  is  sufficient— Ed.] 

Cholera  and  Roup.— Mr.  J.  T.  Band,  Francis. 
Fla.— M  have  found  a  few  remedies  which  I 
have  tried  with  success.  I  had  a  hen  that  had 
the  roup.  Herhead  was  swollen  very  badly,  and 
she  could  not  see,  but  I  completely  cured  her 
with  a  solution  with  one-half  carbolic  acid  and 
one-half  water.  [You  do  not  state  how  used,  but 
the  solution  is  rather  strong. — Ed.]  For  cholera 
I  take  red  oak  bark,  put  it  in  drinking  water, 
which  proves  successful  with  me." 

Treating  the  Roup— Mr.  S.  W.  Weddell, 
Thonotosassa,  Fla.— "My  fowls  had  a' mild  phase 
of  roun.  I  find  that  when  the  eyes  are  attacked 
a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  (10  drops  to  a  gill  of 
water)  dropped  into  the  eye,  and  then  rubbed 
on  the  outside  with  a  little  sweet  oil,  is  the  best 
thing.  When  the  throat  is  attached  removing 
the  white  patches  that  will  come  off  by  using  a 
pair  of  jeweller's  tweezers,  and  then  filling  the 
mouth  with  dry  sulphur,  is  as  efficacious  as  any- 
thing." 

Utility  the  Ground  Work.— Dr.  A.  E.  Ges- 
ler,  Saranac,  Mich.— "Long  may  we  live  to  build 
up  a  breed  that  will  combine  utility  as  well  as 
fancy.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our  standard 
makers  are  running  too  much  to  fancy  feather. 
T.  E.  Goodrich  told  so  many  truths  in  1  he  Fan- 
ciers' Gazette  that  he  stirred  up  both  Pierce  and 
Pitkin,  but  Goodrich's  reply  in  the  November 
number  of  that  paper  ought  to  silence  Pitkin 
from  making  any  more  unreasonable  statements, 
at  least  soon." 

Crop-bound  Hens.— Mr.  S.  H.  Truby,  Bush 
Valley,  Pa. — "I  write  this  that  it  maybe  of  some 
benefit  to  parties  having  crop-bound  chickens. 
About  six  weeks  ago  one  of  my  Wyandotte  hens 
became  crop-bound,  and  very  badly  so.  I  had 
tried  different  remedies  but  her  crop  got  so  large 
she  could  hardly  move  about  and  I  thought  she 
would  die.  I  opened  her  crop  with  a  knife,  re- 
moved all  the  contents,  washed  it  out,  sewed  it 
together  with  silk  thread,  and  to-day  she  is  as 
well  as  ever.  I  think  there  is  no  danger  at  all 
in  cutting  the  crop." 

A  Ventilator  Flue.— L.  E.  Benedict,  Lima. 
N.  Y. — "I  send  you  description  of  a  ventilator 
that  I  like  so  well  I  wish  everybody  to  know 
about  it.  Take  boards  four  inches  wide,  saw 
them  so  that  two  of  the  board:;  will  be  about  one 
foot  shorter  than  the  others.  Nail  them  to- 
gether so  as  to  make  a  box,  that  will  reach  from 
the  floor  to  about  two  feet  above  the  roof.  Saw 
V-shaped  notches  in  the  four  boards  at  the  bot- 
tom and  nail  a  board  across  the  top  of  the  two 
higher  boards,  the  shorter  boards  being  the 
opening  for  the  escape  of  foul  air." 

The  Highest  Record  Known.— Mr.  S.B.  Mc- 
Afee, Augusta,  Ky— "Mr.  H.  M.  Jones,  of 
Denver,  Col.,  must  report  again.  My  "Wyandotte 
pullet  is  still  ahead.  She  laid  245  eggs  from 
Dec.  15th.  1886.  to  Sept  24th,  1S87.  [This  is  245 
eggs  in  about  283  davs.and  is  perhaps  the  highest 
record  known.— Ed.]  Many  thanks  for  receipt 
of  Douglass  mixture.  I  lost  one  of  my  best  pul- 
lets with  cholera,  and  two  others  were  so  far 
irone  they  would  not  eat.  while  one-fourth  of  the 
flock  were  droopv,  but  in  24  hours  after  using 
the  Douglass  mixture  they  were  all  better,  and 
are  now  perfectly  healthy." 

A  Stove  Incubator.  —  Mr.  E.  H.  Smith, 
Duluth.  Minn.— "Two  years  ago  I  was  presented 
by  Capt.  Alex.  McDougall  with  an  incubator. 
Good  success  at  artificial  incubation  induced 
me  fo  try  an  experiment  on  a  cheaper  scale.  I 
accordingly  broughtinto  use  a  second-hand  sheet 
iron  stove,  with  sliding  top.  Inside  of  the  stove, 
twenty  inches  above  the  bottom,  by  means  ol' 
light  wire.  I  suspended  a  common  dripping  pan. 
covered  the  bottom  one  inch  with  sand,  placed 
forty  eggs  thereon,  and  a  small  lamp  on  bottom 
of  stove.  Regular  attention  to  the  lamp  and 
eggs  produced  a  fine  brood  of  twenty-nine 
chicks,  all  Buff  Cochins  but  one,  which  did  well. 
The  above  incubator  possesses  the  merit  of  being 
fire-proof  in  case  of  explosion,  and  can  be  adopt- 
ed by  anyone  possessing  a  common  sheet-iron 
stove' without  incurring  the  expense  of  a  patent 
incubator.''  _  . 


Preserving  Eggs.— Master  G.  P.  Weaver. 
Menallen,  Pa —"As  a  beginner  I  write  you.  I 
raised  85  per  cent,  of  my  chicks,  but  am  now  a 
subscriber  to  the  P.  K.  and  like  it  very  much. 
Papa  built  for  me  a  hennery,  which  I  stocked 
with  45  fowls  and  three  fancy  Wyandottes,  for 
which  I  paid  $7.  We  have  two  henneries  on  the 
farm.  I  packed  down  a  few  eags  under  Mrs. 
Moore's  process  in  September  Poultry  Keeper 
and  on  opening  them  five  weeks  after  they  were 
very  nice  and  were  as  natural  as  eggs  fresh 
layed." 

Mr.  Haines'  Receipt.— Mr.  D.  D.  Haines, 
West  Cleveland,  O— "Your  card  asking  my  re- 
ceipt for  cure  mentioned  in  former  article  re- 
ceived. I  did  not  originate  any  sure  cure,  but 
had  the  best  success  with  the' following:  One 
ounce  of  potash.  60  drops  tincture  iron,  and  6 
drops  carbolic  acid,  put  in  a  pint  bottle,  and  fill 
the  bottle  with  water.  Shake  well  when  using, 
ana  give  half  a  teaspoonful  twice  a  day.  At 
same  time  inject  bromo-chloralum  and  water, 
equal  parts,  in  each  nostril.  These  receipts  for 
colds,  canker,  and  roup.  I  took  from  your  paper, 
!  the  best  paper  I  ever  saw." 

A  Roup  Cure— Mr.  W.  E.  Braddock,  South 
Bay  City,  Mich—  "I  send  a  cure  for  roup,  which 
has  been  tried  here  successfully.  Take  three 
ounces  of  boiling  soft  water,  and  "add  to  it  all  the 
powdered  alum  it  will  dissolve.  When  this  be- 
comes cold  add  three  ounces  of  carbolic  acid. 
Use  one  drop  of  the  mixture  to  ten  drops  of 
water.  Syringe  this  into  the  nostrils,  and  if  the 
eyes  are  running  or  inflamed,  wash  them  with 
the  water,  using  a  soft  sponge.  The  P.  K.is  Dy 
far  the  best  paper  in  the  interest  of  poultry.  By 
all  means  make  it  come  to  us  twice  a  month,  and 
if  necessary  make  subscription  $1.00." 

Doing  Well  Under  Difficulties— Miss  M. 
P.  Millei,  Beaver.Minn.— -My  1'oultry  Keeper 
I  has  become  a  fixed  necessity.  My  prosperity  in 
(the  chicken  line  has  been  curtailed  bv  rats, 
I  hawks,  and  other  depredators,  but  am  learning 
j  some  good  lessons  from  experience  and  experi- 
|  ments,  and  may  at  sometime  give  a  few  hints  to 
]  the  fraternity.  Have  had.  from  May  1st  to  Sept. 
3d,  139  dozen  eggs,  raised  175  chicks,  and  lost 
|  nearly  as  many.  A  goodly  portion  of  the  time 
1  half  the  flock  were  sitting  "or  caring  for  chicks. 
I  have  not  done  badly  considering  the  draw- 
backs." 

Wholesale  Brooding.— Maj.  C.  M.  Jordan, 
Haminonton.  N.  J.— "Let  me  advise  vour  readers 
to  always  give  plenty  of  heat  in  the  brooders. 
When  chicks  become  clogged  and  seem  to  have 
bowel  disease,  rest  assured  there  has  been  a 
lack  of  heat  at  some  time.  The  same  when  meat 
is  lacking.  Here,  where  we  raise  more  broilers 
than  anywhere  else  in  the  United  States,  (by 
wholesale),  we  not  only  use  the  best  appliances, 
but  give  them  full  attention.  People  who  raise 
broilers  !  ere  do  not  attempt  to  engage  in  any 
other  business  at  the  same  time,  but  give  all 
their  time  to  the  chicks." 

A  Comparison  of  Breeds.— Mrs.  J.L.  White. 
Oneida.  111.— "On  account  of  the  sickness  and 
death  of  my  dear  husband  I  had  to  let  my  poul- 
try out  of  their  yards  the  20th  of  May,  though  I 
wanted  to  keep  a  record  all  summer.  The 
longer  I  take  the  P.  K.  the  better  I  like  it..  I 
have  the  first  number,  and  every  one  since, 
which  makes  a  nice  book.  My  "record  is  l6 
Brown  Leghorn  hens,  that  iaved  "223  eegs  from 
April  13th  to  May  20th  :  5  Light  Brahmas,  180 
eggs  from  March  2ii  lo  Slav  20th  :  2  Houdans,  87 
eggs  from  Feb.  27th  to  May  20th;  4  Silver- 
Spangled  Hambui'gs,  186  eggs  from  Feb.  4th  to 
May  20th." 

Imported  Brown  Leghorns.— Mr.  Bayly  Fox, 
!  Sewell,  N.  J— "I  have  something  here  at  Sewell 
I  that  I  don't  think  you  have  ever  seen  in  your 
!  travels,  and  I  believe  you  would  like  to  gaze  on 
,  them.  They  are  two  imported  Bruwn  Leghorn 
cocks,  just  from  the  city  of  Leghorn,  Italy.  I 
I  got  them  through  a  friend  connected  with  the 
|  American  Steamship  Company.  My  hens,  28  in 
number,  averaged  15  eggs  each  month  during 
the  moulting  season,  laying  465  eggs  in  Septem- 
ber. I  feed  according  fo  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
keep  the  hennery  clean,  and  have  no  diseases, 
j  Roosts  are  2x3  scantling,  rounded  on  edges,  two 
f  feet  apart,  and  2}o  feet  above  the  ground,  so  no 
t  fighting  or  scrambling  to  get  on  the  highest 
perch.  You  can  say  for  me  that  cleanliness 
beats  all  remedies  for  disease." 

The  White  Breeds— Irish  &  Lory,  Pough- 
keepsie.  N.Y. — "Having  promised  to  give  our ex- 

I  perience  with  White  Wyandottes  and  White  Ply- 
mouth Kocks. after  13  years  experience  with  near- 

i  ly  all  breeds,  we  pronounce  them  the  best  for  all 
purposes.  There  is  little  difference  between  them. 
Pullets  hatched  from  both  lots  in  June  are  lay- 
ing now  (Nov.).  As  broilers,  the  white  Wyan- 
dottes are  tin-  plumpest  and  yellowest  skinned 

j  we  ever  dressed.    The  color  of  both  varieties 

|  recommend  them,  as  the  white  pin  feathers  do 
not  show  as  plainly  as  on  darker  varieties.  Dur- 
ing the  severe  winter  there  was  but  little  differ- 

!  en'ce  in  their  laving,  but  when  moulting,  the 
white  Wyandottes  layed  double  the  number  of 
their  rivals,  though  the  Plymouth  Kocks  are  a 
pound  heavier.  After  comparing  notes  with  our 
neighbors  on  egg  records,  growth,  hardiness, 
and  other  points,  we  place  them  in  the  front 
rank.  In  reply  to  inquiry  will  say  we  have  seen 
white  bronze  turkeys  thrown  by  a  flock  of  pure 
breeds.  Long  live  the  Poultry  Keeper." 
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Made  His  Incubator.— Mr.  A.  J.  Scott,  Sus- 
quehanna, Pa.— "I  built  a  Poultry  Keeper  In- 
cubator.. The  first  time  I  used  it  I  hatched  36 
chicks  oirt  of  45  eggs.  The  next  time  I  got  none 
at. all,  but  I  found  out  that  it  was  my  own  fault, 
as  I  began  sprinkling  them  after  the  first  three 
days,  and  I  saw  by  your  paper  that  they  did  not 
require  sprinkling.  We  are  going  to  throw  a 
bomb  at  you  to  compel  you  to  make  the  Poultry 
Keeper  a  semi-monthly."  [We  have  great  dif- 
ficulty in  inducing  parties  to  strictly  follow  our 
directions  with  the  incubator,  as  people  loill  try 
their  own  methods.  We  have  tried  them  long 
ago. — Ed.] 

Thunder  and  Canonading. — Mr.  W:  D. 
Hoopes,  Ft.  Warren,  Boston,  Mass.— "In  regard 
to  thunder  while  eggs  are  hatching,  I  do  not 
think  it  affects  them  in  the  least,  for  where  I 
live,  outside  of  the  fort  wall,  about  120  yards  dis- 
tant, when  the  large  cannons  are  fired  directly 
over  the  house,  we  have  to  open  the  windows,  or 
it  will  break  them  all  out.  Now,  my  coop  is  be- 
tween the  house  and  fort,  and  is  then  shaken 
badly,  but  the  eggs  hatch  well.  Will  bi-sulpliide 
of  carbon  suspended  from  the  roost,  kill  lice 
without  hurting  the  hens?"  [The  odor  is  disa- 
greeable, but  it  will  not  injure  the  hens,  if  house 
is  well  ventilated  during  the  day.  It  is  very  in- 
flamable.— Ed.] 

That  Big  Chicken.— "As  you  did  not  consign 
my  first  attempt  to  the  waste-basket,  I  will  try 
again.  My  big  elucken  was  three  months  old 
Aug.  8th,  and  at  two  months  old,  as  I  stated,  it 
weighed  2  pounds,  Aug.  1st,  it  weighed  3% 
pounds  {less  one  ounce).  It  was  the  only  chick 
the  hen  hatched,  and  I  re-set  the  hen  and  took 
care  of  the  chick  myself.  It  would  come  to  the 
window  at  meal  times  for  food,  and  knew  when 
there  was  butter  on  the  bread.  I  have  two  acres 
of  poultry  range.  Keep  11  old  fowls  and  31 
young  ones,  consisting  of  Leghorns,  Wyandottes, 
and  mixed."  [The  weight  shows  what  can  be 
done  with  extra  feeding  and  care. — Ed.] 

Feeds  a  Variety.  Mr.  J.  F.  Atkinson,  Hun- 
ter's Run,  Pa. — "As  long  as  I  have  fifty  cents 
my  subscription  shall  never  cease.  I  have  a 
nice  yard  of  Brown  Leghorns,  and  one  of  Wyan- 
dottes, and  I  think  the  world  of  them.  I  feed 
them  every  morning  a  soft  mash,  composed  of 
boiled  potatoes  mixed  with  coimneal,  bran,  and 
Pratt's  poultry  food,  At  noon  I  feed  them  wheat, 
and  in  the  evening  corn.  Once  a  month  I  white- 
wash and  sprinkle  carbolic  acid  in  coop,  and 
once  a  week  I  fumigate  the  coops  with  sulphur 
and  wash  the  roosts  with  coal  oil.  What  do  you 
think  of  my  routine  for  a  beginner."— [You  feed 
too  often  and  give  too  much  corn.  Be  careful, 
or  you  will  get  them  too  fat  to  lay.— Ed.] 

Curing  a  Throat  Difficulty.— Mr.  T.  F. 
McDonough,  Indianapolis.Ind. — "I  had  checked 
the  disease  before  I  received  your  letter.  I 
brought  the  afflicted  birds  into  the  house,  as  you 
suggested,  kept  them  warm,  and  gave  them 
syrup  of  onions  and  honey.  I  never  heard  of  its 
being  used  before,  but  concluded  I  would  try  it 
for  the  throat  trouble,  as  what  was  good  for  man 
ought  to  be  good  for  a  chicken.  I  have  only 
heard  an  occasional  squeak  since.  Now,  then 
if  you  favor  Chicago  with  your  fine  military 
presence  and  don't  come  to  Indianapolis  we  of 
the  Hoosier  State  will  feel  slighted.  Perhaps 
you  have  heard  that  the  A.  P.  A.  meets  there  in 
January.  The  Poultry  Keeper  is  a  la  la." 
[Yes,  we  will  be  there,  and  will  take  a  hand  in 
some  of  the  matters.— Ed  ] 

A  Lady's  Heavy  Weights.— Mrs.  W.  E.  Cur- 
tiss,  Lansdale,  Pa.— "I  see  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper  some  very  good  weights  given,  which  I 
think  can  be  beaten,  and  by  your  humble  sub- 
scriber. I  have  Light  Brahma  cockerels,  4% 
months  old,  that  weigh  seven  pounds.  Also 
Wyandotte  cockerels  that  at  five  months  old 
weighed  seven  and  a  half  poifhds.  Let  us  hear 
from  the  one  that  can  beat  them.  I  feed  them 
the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  fowls.  My  Brown 
Leghorns  are  fine,  the  pullets  of  which  have 
been  laying  for  some  time.  They  are  now  a  lit- 
tle past  six  months  old.  Some  writers  sav  they 

g refer  Wyandottes,  others  select  the  "Light 
rahmas,  while  others  choose  other  kinds.  I 
think  it  a  hard  matter  to  determine.  I  am  not 
going  to  fill  the  paper  this  time,  so  good-bye." 

How  He  Missed  the  Lice.— Mr.  W.  R.  Hunt, 
Kingston,  N.  J.— '"Can  you  fatten  turkeys  in  con- 
finement, and  if  so,  how  long  should  they  be 
kept  up?  [Not  easily,  as  they  become  discon- 
tented A  week  is  long  enough— Ed.]  I  am  an 
old  subscriber,  and  look  for  each  number  eager- 
ly. The  number  on  lice  gave  me  some  points 
that  I  did  not  know.  I  greased  the  head,  under 
the  wings,  and  around  the  vents,  but  not  under 
the  throats,  and  that  is  just  where  I  slipped  up. 
Two  of  my  Langshan  pullets  began  to  lay  in  Oc- 
tober. I  often  see  the  question  discussed  of  how 
to  secure  the  most  pullets.  My  experience  is,  to 
use  roosters,  (not  cockerels),  and  pullets  for  pro- 
ducing pullets.  Last  year  I  had  the  males  and 
females  of  the  same  age,  and  the  result  was  two- 
thirds  cockerels.  This  year  I  used  roosters  and 
pullets,  aud  a  majority  of  produce  were  pul- 
lets." 

A  Slander  on  "Uncle  Mike."— Dr.  G  D. 
Johnson,  Laurel, Del— "In  the  November  issue 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper  I  saw  a  cut  of  what 
was  supposed  to  look  like  our  mutual  friend 
Boyer,  of  Claremont,  Va.  If  I  possessed  such  a 
plug  as  Mr,  B.  I  should  not  care  to  have  such  a 


fearful  misrepresentation  of  myself  going  the 
rounds  of  the  leading  poultry  papers,  and  I 
should  certainly  "kick."  Now,  I  happen  to  be 
the  happy  possessor  of  a  trve  likeness  of  'Mike,' 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  engraver  of  that  cut 
must  have  been  an  Anarchist  or  he  would  not 
have  got  such  a  bomb  (bum)  looking  thing  as 
that  on  wood.  You  certainly  ought  to  make 
some  apology  in  your  next  issue,  or  look  out  for 
Boyer  and  a  blunderbuss."  [He  has  already 
threatened  to  come  after  us.— Ed.] 

Immense.— Mr.  O.  S.  Hardgrove,  240  North 
Shabbony  Street,  Streator,  111.— "I  must  say  that 
I  got  the  full  benefit  of  my  50  cents  in  each 
number,  for  the  way  that  I  turned  out  the  chick- 
ens this  -summer  was  immense.  Every  one 
wanted  to  know  how  I  did  it.  I  told  them  I  took 
the  Poultry  Keeper  and  went  strictly  by  its 
rules.  I  will  give  you  my  summer  work  with 
poultry.  I  had  this  spring  20  pullets,  and  they 
began  to  lay  early.  I  received  from  12  to  15  eggs 
per  day.  As  soon  as  the  weather  began  to  get 
warm  I  allowed  my  hens  to  set  on  15  eggs  each, 
and  got  12  chicks  from  each  hen.  I  raised  220 
fine  young  birds  and  had  all  the  eggs  we  wanted 
for  our  own  use.  Only  one  cockerel  was  with 
the  20  hens.  I  have  only  a  town  lot  66x120  feet. 
I  raise  poultry  for  my  own  use  and  not  for 
profit.  Best  wishes  to  the  editor  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper." 

Favors  the  Partridge  Cochins  — Mr.H.W. 
Morgan,  Ashtabula,  O.— "I  have  always  been  in 
favor  of  the  Leghorns  and  Hamburgs,  and  favor 
them  still,  and  I  have  spoken  in  favor  of  the  P. 
Rocks  as  a  general  purpose  fowl,  and  so  it  goes, 
but  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  thoroughbred 
fowls  for  market  and  eggs.  But  a  word  for  the 
Partridge  Cochins,  forT  have  a  half  dozen  or 
more  varieties  of  the  age  and  care,  and  the 
Partridge  Cochins  got  to  work  first,  the  pullets 
laying  at  six  months  and  a  few  days  old,  the 
same  birds  weighing  13  pounds  per  pair.  Let 
those  who  want  a  general  purpose  fowl  try  them, 
for  they  are  among  the  very  best,  large,  easily 
confined,  and  good  layers.  I  send  you  some 
sample  feathers  from  my  birds.  Have  just 
weighed  one  pair  each  of  Light  Brahmas,  P. 
Rocks,  and  Partridge  Cochins,  six  months  old, 
and  their  respective  weights  were  13  pounds  6 
ounces,  13  pounds,  and  13  pounds,  which  I  con- 
sider good  weight." 

Incubators  vs.  Hens— Mr.  R,  H.  Dixon, Can- 
andaigua,  N.  Y.— "The  hens  start  the  germs  bet- 
ter. On  duck  eggs,  the  incubator  one-third  the 
hens  two-thirds.  The  same  relatively  on  hens 
eggs.  Have  had,  with  hens,  nine-tenths  started, 
and  at  same  time  the  hatcher  would  not  start 
more  than  one-third.  This  is  the  extreme  on 
both.  Have  run  the  hatcher.  (P.  K.).  two  sea- 
sons— four  hatches  each  season.  Advise  people 
not  to  interfere  with  it.  I  keep  the  heat  right  in 
the  drawer,  by  making  the  total  of  temperature 
in  the  room  and  tank,  188  degrees.  To  explain, 
the  room  60;  bring  the  tank  to  128;  this  ensures 
103  in  drawer,  and  then  no  danger  of  overheat- 
ing. If  tank  is  hotter,  reduce  till  room  and  tank 
are  188,  or  thereabouts.  Lower  this,  the  last 
week,  to  180.  I  use  trays,  which  are  changed 
three  times  a  day.  Use  regular  incubator  ther- 
mometers, with  large  bulbs.  I  don't  sprinkle 
unless  heat  is  too  high.  Don't  air  eggs  only  while 
turning  them.  Use  two  thermometers  in  drawer 
and  one  in  the  room.  There  is  more  heat  in  cen- 
tre of  drawer,  than  on  the  sides  and  ends." 

Low  Prices.— G.  L.  Darby,  Howard,  Kansas. 
"Can  you  tell  us  through  the  Poultry  Keeper 
why  it  is  that  the  price  of  eggs  is  so  low  as  it  is 
now.  We  import  millions  of  eggs  each  year. 
According  to  this  the  demand  must  be  more  than 
the  supply.  Now  what  we  wish  to  know  is:  Is 
there  a  duty  on  imported  eggs.  If  so  how  much. 
If  not  it  seems  to  us  that  there  ought  to  be.  At 
the  present  time,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
eggs  are  only  worth  six  cents  per  dozen,  while 
the  best  cut  of  beef  is  12%  cents  per  pound. 
Now,  I  think  a  dozen  of  eggs  ought  to  be  worth 
at  least  11  cents.  In  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis 
they  are  only  worth  8  cents  per  dozen. 
Of  course  it  costs  more  to  raise  beef 
than  chicks  and  eggs.  Good  large  chicks  are  now 
worth  $1.35  per  dozen.  We  have  no  reason  to 
complain  at  the  price  of  eggs  sold  for  hatching, 
or  the  chicks  that  are  sold  at  fancy  prices.  But 
it  is  not  every  one  that  can  or  will  do  this.  We 
go  into  a  grocery  store ;  we  see  a  farmer  with  a 
basket  of  eggs;  he  asks  the  price  and  is  told  that 
they  are  worth  six  cents  per  dozen.  It  is 
enough  to  make  him  think  that  to  keep  poultry 
is  a  small  business.  We  think  that  if  more  en- 
couragement was  given  to  poultry  keepers,  in 
the  way  of  higher  prices,  that  many  more  mil- 
lions of  chicks  and  eggs  would  be  raised.  Such 
vast  numbers  of  chicks  and  eggs  are  used  that 
it  seems  that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  pro- 
mote better  prices.  We  do  not  pretend  to  know 
the  cause  of  this,  but  would  like  to  hear  from 
others,  and  hear  what  they  have  to  say.  Men 
engaged  in  other  branches  of  business  take 
steps  to  protect  their  trade.  Wiry  not  those  en- 
gaged in  the  poultry  business  do  the  same  thing. 
Now,  Mr.  Jacobs,  if  you  can  help  us  in  tins 
please  do  so."  [There  is  no  duty  on  eggs.  Dis- 
tance from  markets,  the  seasons,  and  crops 
affect  prices.  Our  plan  would  be  for  farmers  to 
eat  the  poultry  and  eggs  instead  of  the  higher 
priced  beef,  which  would  lessen  the  supply  in 
markets.— Ed.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


The  Sore  Head  in  Florida. 

MISS  M.  B.  SNOWDEN,  MACCLENNY. 

I  would  like  to  give  you  my  remedy  for  sore 
head  and  warts  in  chickens  for  the  benefit  of 
your  readers  in  the  Southern  States.  I  believe 
that  the  disease  seldom  attacks  birds  in  the 
Northern  states.  I  have  had  both  chicks  and 
grown  fowls  with  sore  head  and  warts,  and 
used  to  try  all  sorts  of  remedies  until  an  old 
neighbor  told  me  to  try  common  paint,  and  since 
then  I  have  cured  every  case  with  very  little 
trouble.  As  soon  as  I  see  anything  unusual  on 
the  head  I  paint  the  whole  head  with  common 
paint,  and  have  invariably  cured  after  one  or 
(in  severe  cases)  two  paintings.  In  severe  cases 
the  fowls  are  very  apt  to  have  "pip,"  that,  which 
is  a  horny  substance  on  the  end  of  the  tongue, 
must  be  taken  off,  and  a  lump  of  lard  put  into 
the  mouth.  The  fowl  must  be  fed  on  soft  food 
for  a  day  or  two,  when  the  tongue  will  be  healed 
enough  for  hard  food  again.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  or  not  the  disease  is  contagious,  but 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is,  and  I  use  the  pre- 
caution of  keeping  the  diseased  fowl  away  from 
the  others.  I  have  iiad  the  Poultry  Keeper 
more  than  a  year  and  like  it  ever  so  much, 
as  I  have  learned  many  good  things  in  regard  to 
poultry  raising.  Never  raised  them  for  market, 
as  we  consume  all  eggs  and  chickens  we  can 
spare  from  the  poultry  yard.  Have  never  had 
any  disease  among  our  chickens  except  a  few 
cases  of  sore  head  and  warts, 

[We  trust  our  Florida  readers  will  not  fail  to 
give  so  simple  a  remedy  a  trial— Ed.] 


Plymouth  Rocks  and  Leghorns. 

J.  W.  GAMMON,  KOCKTON,  ILLINOIS. 

There  has  been  written  much  about  Plymouth 
Rocks  as  layers  in  your  paper,  and  in  most  of 
the  poultry  journals.  I  have  bred  them  for  four 
years,  but  as  my  experience  as  a  breeder  is 
rather  limited,  I  have  not  bred  many  very  good 
specimens  for  the  show  room.  With  me  they  are 
a  very  hard  variety  to  breed  to  the  requirements- 
of  the  Standard.  In  regard  to  their  laying  quali- 
ties I  have  mine  in  the  same  house  with  Leg- 
horns, with  only  a  partition  between,  and  have 
fed  and  cared  for  both  alike  with  these  results.. 
The  Plymouth  Rocks  will  eat  25  per  cent,  more 
food  the  ye.',r  around,  but  the  Leghorns  will  lay 
15  to  20  per  cent,  more  eggs,  but  when  you  come 
to  sell  them,  then  the  Plymouth  Rock  steps- 
ahead  again.  For  an  all-purpose  fowl  in  my 
opinion,  "their  nearest  rival  is  the  Wyandotte. 
But  for  eggs  get  Leghorns  and  Hamburgs,  with 
a  warm  house  and  good  care,  and  the  egg  basket 
don't  get  empty  often.  In  your  proposed  Stand- 
ard for  Plymouth  Rocks  in  August  number  of 
Poultry  Keeper,  you  ask  for  criticism.  I  be- 
lieve you  did  aim  for  practical  value  when  you 
give  the  breast  and  body  38  points,  and  only  3 
on  comb.  A  bird  with  a  poor  comb  is  not  fit  for 
the  show  room,  and  certainly  not  fit  to  breed 
from  in  my  opinion.  It  is  worthy  of  one-tenth 
in  the  scale  of  points.  I  believe  they  should  be 
shown  as  mated  to  breed  from.  Plymouth  Rock 
hens  in  this  section  with  clear  yellow  legs  are- 
scarce.  I  travel  in  five  different  towns,  and  in 
two  States  each  week,  and  have  a  good  opportu- 
nity to  see  fowls  of  all  kinds  and  description. 
Plymouth  Rock  hens  weighing  8  lbs.  are  not 
plentiful  in  this  locality.  Best  wishes  for  the 
Poultry"  Keeper  and  its  editor. 

LA  comb  would  be  just  as  nice  and  perfect  if 
given  only  three  points  as  with  ten  points  allot- 
ed  to  it.— Ed.] 


Warts  and  Sore  Heads. 


S.  E.  BAND,  PALATKA,  FLA. 

If  you  will  allow  me  a  small  space  in  the  Poul- 
try'Keeper  I  would  like  to  give  your  many- 
readers  (especially  those  in  the  South)  a  remedy 
for  warts  or  sore  head,  which  so  often  affects 
young  chickens  not  properly  cared  for  here  in 
the  land  of  oranges  or  flowers.  Poultry  do  well 
here,  and  hens  lay  mostly  the  year  round,  and 
eggs  and  fowls  usually  command  a  good  price, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  above-mentioned 
trouble,  have  little  here  that  is  detrimental  to 
the  poultry  industry.  This  trouble,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  judge  from  experience,  is 
caused  by  the  frequent  rains,  and  the  hot  sun, 
that  usually  follows  immediately  after  them, 
causing  a  hot  steam  to  rise  from  this  sandy  land, 
which  produces  an  itching  irritation  around  the 
head  and  eyes,  which  they  further  irritate  by 
scratching,  thus  producing  warts  or  sores.  Al- 
lowing them  to  run  out  in  the  grass  in  the  morn- 
ing, before  the  dew  is  dry,  causes  the  trouble  as 
well  as  rain.  The  remedy  is  simple,  and  can  be 
had  of  any  drug  store:  Two  teaspoonfuls  of 
vasaline;  one  teaspoonful  of  sulphur,  and  15 
drops  of  crude  carbolic  acid.  Make  into  a  paste, 
and  apply  to  parts  affected  with  a  small  brush 
or  feather.  I  have  used  the  above  with  grand 
success  this  season,  I  also  cured  a  fine  White  Leg- 
horn cockerel  of  a  severe  case  of  Chicken  Pox, 
without  any  bad  effects  to  the  beauty  of  the 
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comb  or  wattles,  with  the  same  remedy.  I  ap- 
preciate very  highly  the  Poultry  "Keeper 
and  Farmer's  Magazine.  I  think  there  is  noth- 
ing else  published  that  will  equal  them  in  the 
cause  for  which  they  are  laboring.  The  com- 
munications they  contain,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  with  the  practical  experiences  given 
in  each  number,  is  worth  more  than  the  yearly 
subscription  to  either.  Besides  the  boldness  in 
which  you  denounce  all  impositions  that  are 
daily  forcing  themselves  on  the  public  is  some- 
thing for  which  every  honest  man  should  feel 
proud.  That  One  Dollar  Hit,  in  the  last  issue- 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper  could  be  made  a  big- 
ger hit  by  giving  us  the  Poultry  Keeper  and 
Farmers  Magazine  weekly,charging  four  times 
the  present  subscription.  The  editorials  in 
the  last  issue  of  the  Farmer's  Magazine, 
are  worth  ten  times  the  price  of  the  paper 
a  year,  to  any  family  that  fears  God,  loves  home, 
and  hares  the  evils  of  intemperance.  Yes  give 
us  both  papers  weekly. 

[We  would  be  glad  to  give  them  weekly,  but 
it  will  give  us  low  times  as  much  work  to  do  so, 
and  as  monthlies  they  give  us  all  we  can  do.— 
Ed.] 


DR.  S,  G.  WRIGHT,  RIDGEWAY,  MO. 

I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  about 
■writing  to  the  Poultry  Keeper  in  regard  to 
several  things,  and  so  will  now  just  write  three 
or  four  letters  at  once.  The  question  has  been 
asked  several  times  in  the  columns  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  "what  length  of  t.me  to  mate 
fowls,  in  order  to  have  full-blood  chicks."  I 
would  say.  never  allow  fowls  to  mate  with  any 
but  afulf  blood  cock  of  the  same  breed,  espe- 
cially young  fowls,  at  first  mating.  It  is  admit- 
ted liy'those  who  have  closely  observed  that, 
among  the  mammalia,  the  first  impregnation 
marks  the  future  progeny.  Now,  if  that  is  true 
of  mammalia,  m? ^  it  not  also  be  true  of  fowls. 
It  is  at  least  worth  experimenting  upon. 
Like  A.  W.  Foreman,  I  have  the  fortune  or 
misfortune  of  being  an  M.  D.,  and  I  wouid  like 
friend  A.  W.  Smith,  of  Americus,  Ga..  to  ex- 
plain why  nwx  vomica  will  kill  a  hawk  and  will 
not  kill  a  chicken.  He  need  not  refer  to  the  con 
qeit  or  ignorance  of  M.  D.s  in  general,  or  any 
one  of  them  in  particular.  Slurs  are  not  infor- 
mation. Information  is  what  we  want.  Nor  is 
it  necessary  for  "subscriber"  to  cali  for  the  fool- 
killer.  If  the  fool-killer  should  come  round  and 
faithfully  perform  his  duty,  I  fear  you  would  not 
have  many  "subscribers"  left.  Some  have  been 
giving  the  record  of  their  hens.  I  have  one 
■dozen  Langshan  hens.  They  commenced  laving 
February  10th.  They  have  all  set,  and  some  of 
them  twice,  and  some  three  times  since,  and 
have  laid  at  this  date,  October  27th,  1284  eggs.  I 
think  the  Langshan  comes  nearer  being  an  all 
purpose  fowl  than  any  other  breed.  That  "all- 
purpose"  sounds  a  little  '-horsey,"  but  it  ex- 
presses my  idea  exactly.  And  why,  not 
have  an  "all-purpose  fowl"  as  well  as  an 
•'all  purpose  horse."  Now,  friend  Jaco' s.  you 
have  hit  the  standard  a  great  manyhard  knocks, 
but  don't  kill  it  entirely  until  we  have  a  better. 
I  suggest  that  the  poultry  associations,  and 
fanciers  of  each  State,-  elect  a  representative. 
That  the  representatives  so  elected  meet.at  some 
central  point,  and  adopt  a  standard,  and  that 
it  be  called  the  United  States  Poultry  Standard. 
They  could  also  select  from  their  number  an  ex- 
ecutive committee,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to 
have  the  Standard  printed,  and  also  each  year 
admit  to  the  Standard  such  new  breeds  as  may 
have  been  originated,  giving  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  the  same,  and  marked  as  new,  until 
the  regular  meeting  of  the  representatives,  who 
would  then  act  upon  all  such  new  breeds,  and 
admit  or  not  as  they  saw  fit.  The  regular 
meetings  might  be  every  three  or  five  years, 
as  they  thought  best.  I  only  offer  this 
as  a  rough  blocking  out  of  the  plan.  What  do 
you  think  of  it  ?  Is  it  at  all  practical  ?  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  the  readers  of  the  P.  K.  who 
are  interested  in  the  matter  of  a  Standard.  I 
also  have  a  plan  by  which  I  think  we  can  avoid 
being  opposed  upon  by  dishonest  breeders.  But 
for  fear  of  tresspassing  on  your  space  and  your 
patience  I  will  defer  it  until  some  other  time. 

[The  Dr.'s  letter  is  much  longer  appearing 
than  we  wished,  but  it  is  good  all  the  same,  and 
his  plans  regarding  a  new  association  are  right 
to  the  point.  And  now  we  want  the  Dr.  to  send 
that  plan  by  which  imposition  is  avoided.— Ed.] 


Practical  Hints. 

F.  B.  LEMEN,  COLLINSVILLE,  ILL, 

Amateur  fanciers  who  have  sought  the  advice 
of  successful  breeders,  have  often  experienced  a 
feeling  of  surprise  and  disappointment  when 
listening  to  their  commonplace  maxims  and 
practical  observations,  while  on  the  opposite; 
they  eagerlj  adapt  fh?.  i-ies  md  unpractical  sug- 
gestions advanced  by  those  fluent  in  language, 
many  of  whom  have  never  even  superintended 
a  hennery.  They  who  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
prosperity  are  generally  inclined  to  be  so  un- 
grateful to  fortune  as  to  attribute  all  their  sue 


cess  to  their  own  exertions,  and  to  season 
their  pity — for  their  less  successful  friends 
with  some  degree  of  contempt,  while  in 
many  instances  their  success  is  based  upon  com- 
mon-place suggestions  of  those  very  breeders 
whom  they  hold  in  derision,  the  less  successful 
in  many  cases  ha  ving  been  the  prey  of  unscru- 
pulous and  designing  men,  fluent  in  words,  who, 
while  their  stock  consists  of  a  few  show  birds 
and  a  lot  of  culls,  palm  themselves  off  on  the 
public  as  connoisseurs  in  the  poultry  business. 
Your  humble  servant  has  been  twice  duped  by 
parties  whose  advertisements  in  the  leading 
poultry  journals  claim  for  them  precedence  in 
the  poultry  fraternity,  and  whose  list  of  per- 
miums  as  shown  in  their  advertisements  is  equal 
to  those  of  the  best. 

We  hope  the  time  will  come  when  a  man  who 
buys  a  few  show  birds  and  exhibits  them  over 
the  country,  putting  out  large  and  attractive 
circulars,  setting  forth  that  lie  has  5  or  6  pens 
each,  of  several  varieties,  when  in  fact  lie  has 
no  pens  at  all,  but  is  buying  eggs  from  his  neigh- 
bors at  market  price,  and  selling  them  for  from 
three  to  five  dollars  per  13.  will  tie  dealt  with  as 
a  criminal.  The  fancier,  who  attempts,  by  every 
honorable  means,  to  attract  public  attention  to 
his  fowls,  is  not  bound,  as  we  conceive,  to  expose 
his  back-shop. so  to  speak,  to  the  vulgar  gaze; 
nay,  more,  if  he  keeps  his  culls  and  sells  one 
occasionally,  or  eggs  from  the  same,  (which  he 
may  irmoce'ntly  do),  he  is  not  bound  to  be  keep- 
ing* that  fact  forever  in  the  people's  eyes.  .  This 
however,  he  is  bound  to  do,  by  every  considera- 
tion which  can  influence  an  honest  mind — he  is 
bound  to  refrain  from  calling  bad  good,  or  at- 
tempting to  persuade  an  ignorant  purchaser  that 
birds  or  eggs  are  one  whit  better  than  he  (the 
seller)  knows  them  to  be.  It  will  not  do  to  say 
that  the  buyer's  eyes  are  open,  and  that,  if  he 
cheat  himself,  he  has  himself  only  to  blame. 
Many  beginners  are  influenced  in  their  pur- 
chases entirely  by  the  impression  made  by  ad- 
vertisements, knowing  nothing  whatever  about 
the  party  with  whom  he  entrusts  his 
money  and  awaits  whatever  is  sent  him. 
For  this  reason  we  think  publishers  are  in  a 
measure  to  blame,  as  they  ought  not  to  insert  an 
adver.  under  no  consideration  unless  they  know, 
or  have  reason  to  believe,  the  party  entirely  re- 
liable. In  conclusion  we  would  say  to  the 
amateur  do  the  best  you  can  with  what  you 
have,  giving  a  practical  "interpretation  to  what 
you  read  where  that  is  admissible;  discarding 
all  superfluous  theories,  and  if  you  see  better 
stock  than  you  have,  buy  it. 

[For  our  part  we  have  carefully  guarded  our 
columns,  but  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  a  bad 
egg  from  getting  in  once  and  awhile. — Ed.] 


Some  More  Points  to  be  Pasted  Up. 

One  quart  of  grain  food  per  day,  for  ten  hens, 
is  considered  liberal  feeding.  Thisis  equivalent 
to  five  pecks  a  year  for  each  hen.  If  grass  and 
meat  are  fed  give  only  half  the  grain. 

Cooked  turnips  or  potatoes,  with  chopped 
clover,  and  thickened  with  ground  corn  and  oats, 
makes  the  best  food  for  ducks  and  geese,  and  is 
excellent  for  hens  also. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  house  10x10  feet  on  the 
ground,  with  a  yard  10x50  feet,  will  afford  ample 
accommodation"  for  a  cock  and  ten  hens,  of  the 
large  breeds,  or  a  cock  and  fifteen  hens  of  the 
small  breeds. 

One  cock  with  ten  Brahmas.  or  other  large 
breeds,  will  answer,  or  one  cock  of  the  Leghorn 
breed  with  fifteen  hens  will  be  about  right.  One 
drake  with  six  ducks  is  correct.  A  gobbler  will 
serve  for  a  flock  of  twenty  hens. 

One  ounce  of  ground  bone,  daily  for  ten  hens, 
is  sufficient.  No  oyster  shells  are  necessary  if 
plenty  of  gravel  is  provided. 

Contrary  to  all  claims  oyster  shells  do  not  pro- 
vide lime  for  the  shells.  The  shell  material  is 
derived  from  the  food,  which  contains  plenty  of 
lime.  Oyster  shells  are  insoluble.  They  simply 
provide  grinding  material.  Bones,  however, 
undergo  a  chemical  change  in  the  stomach,  phos- 
phates of  potash  and  soda,  and  sulphates  and 
eloride  of  lime  being  formed  Burnt  bone  will 
also  answer,  but  the  best  bone  is  that  from  the 
butcher,  steamed  or  heated,  and  pounded.  . 

The  ordinary  ground  meat  will  keep  any 
lengtlvof  time.  It  is  the  residuum  of  soap  factor- 
ies "after  the  fat  has  teen  extracted  under 
hydraulic  pressure,  and  with  the  aid  of  super- 
heated steam. 

The  largest  hen  farm  is  that  of  A.  C.  Hawkins, 
of  Lancaster.  Mass..  and  the  second  that  of  the 
Penn.  Incubating  Co.,  Sadsburyville,  Pa. 

The  largest  broiler  farms  are  those  of  the 
Hammonton.  N.  J.  Poultry  Association,  of  which 
Major  C.  M.  Jordan  is  Secretary.  The  combined 
length  of  all  their  broiler  houses,  if  together,  is 
about  3000  feet,  or  over  half  a  mile.  Nearly  200 
incubators  are  operated,  and  the  association  lias 
60  members. 

The  largest  "fancy"  poultry  farm  is  that  of  F. 
A.  Mortimer,  Potts'ville.  Pa.,"  who  raises  nearly 
1500  birds  annually— Dorkings,  Mjnorcas,  and 
Langshans. 

Salt,  seasoned  to  taste,  is  excellent  for  poultry, 
but  when  fed  in  excess  is  injurious. 

When  wire  netting  is  used  for  fencing,  board 
up  three  feet  from  the  ground,  to  protect  against 
I  winds  and  to  prevent  the  cocks  fighting. 


Shows  to  Occur. 

Spencer  Fanciers'  Club,  Spencer,  Mass,  Fred. 
W.  Proctor,  Sec.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Attleboro  Poultry  Club.  Leo  Heilborn,  Sec. 
Piainville,  Mass.  Jaa.  3-5, 1888. 

Eastern  Middlesex  Poultry  Association,  Wake- 
field. Mass.  G.  W.  Cromack,  Sec,  Stoneham, 
Mass.  Jan.  3-5, 1888. 

Fayette  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion, Washington  C.  H.  Ohio.  W.  R.  Dalbey, 
Sec.  Jan.  3-6. 1888. 

Central  Illinois  Poultry  Association,  Jacksonville 
111.  Dr.  W.  \V.  Scuernieihorn,  sec.  Jan.  3-6, 
1888. 

New  Haven  Poultry  Association,  New  Haven, 

Ct.  Geo.  F.  Howard,  Sec.  Jan.  5-9. 1888. 
National  Poultry  and  Bench  Association.  Atlanta 

Ga.   W.  B.  Henderson.  S  c.  Jan.  9-14.  1888. 
Nebraska  State  Poultry  Association,  Lincoln, 

Neb.  Gorham  F.  Betts.  Sec.  Jan.  9-14, 1888. 
Palmyra  Poultry  Club.  Palmyra.  111.  J.W.  Chiles, 

Cor.  Sec.   Jan.  10-12.  1888. 
Wheeling  Poultry  Association, Wheeling,W.Va., 

J.  M.  Baggs,  Sec,  Bridgeport,  O.  Jan.  10-13. 

1888. 

The  Ontario  Poultry  Association.  London.  Ont., 

Can.  W.  R.  Gainer,  Sec.  Jan.  10-13,  1888. 
Ohio  State  Poultry  Association.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

H.  A.  Bridges,  Sec.  Jan.  10-14, 1888. 
Massachusetts    Poultry   Association.  Boston. 

Mass.  \V.  F.  Bacon,  Cor.  Sec.  Jan.  12-18. 1888. 
Georgia  State  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 

.Macon.  Ga.  Clark  Crier.  Sec.  Jan.  16-22, 1888. 
Cleveland  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  F.  W.  Sears,  Sec.  Jan.  16- 

23,  18S8. 

The  Conn.  River  Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association,  Bellows"  Falls,  Vt.  N.  L.  Divall, 
Sec,  Rockingham,  Vt.  Jan.  17-19. 1888. 

The  Central  Ohio  Poultry  and  Pigeon  Breeders' 
Association.  Mt.Gilead,  Ohio.  Rov  C.  Russell, 
Sec.  Jan.  17  20. 18S8. 

Stratford  and  Seaforth  Poultry  Association, 
Stratford.  Ont.,  Can.  W.  Davis.  Sec.  Jan.  17- 
20,  1888. 

Yarmouth  Poultry  Association,  Yarmouth,  Me. 
W.  B.  Allen,  Sec.  Jan.  18-20, 1888. 

Rhode  Island  Foultn  Association  Providence 
R,  I.  C.  G.  Sanford",  Cor.  Sec.    Jan.  18-25,1888. 

The  Indiana  State  Poultry  Association,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  R.  Twells,  Cor.  Sec.  Montmor- 
enci,  Ind.  Jan.  18-25. 1888. 

Coxsai.kie  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association, 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  \V.  P.  Freligh.  Sec.  Jan. 
24-26, 1888. 

Oxford  County  Poultry  and  Bench  Association, 
South  Paris,  Me.  Dr.  Horatio  Woodbury.  Sec. 
Jan.  24-26,  1888. 

Granite  State  Poultry  Association.  Concord,  N. 
H.  C.  M.  Boynton.  Sec.  Jan..  1K88. 

Cincinnati  Poultry  Association,  Cincinnati, Ohio, 
A.  H.  Meier,  Sec.  Jan.  25-Feb.  1. 1888. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Poultry  Club,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  Chas.  B.  Day,  Sec.  Jan.  31-Feb. 
2,  1888. 

The  Tennessee  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Associa- 
tion. Nashville,  Tenn.  P.  F  Hager,  Sec.  Feb. 
1-5,  1888. 

Western  New  York  Poultry  Association.  George 
E.  Peer,  Sec.  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Feb.  1-9. 1888. 

Blue  River  Valley  Poultry  Association,  New 
Castle,  Ind.  W.  V.  Lewelling,  Cor.  Sec.  Feb., 
1888. 

Northern  Indiana  Poultry  Association,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.   W.  B.  Page,  Sec.  Feb.  7-11, 1888. 


An  Explanation  of  the  Curions  Case. 

We  published  in  May  an  account  of  alien  be- 
longing to  Messrs.  Jones  Brothers,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  which  had  a«  opening  into  the  bowels, 
probably  the  result  of  an  injury,  but  the  circum- 
stances made  it  apirear  as  a  "curious  case." 
Since  then  we  have  received  a  solution  of  the 
problem.  Messrs  Jones  writes: 

You  published  a  letter  written  by  us.  some 
time  ago,  in  Poultry  Keeper,  headed  "A 
Curious  Case."  It  brought  us  answers  from  all 
over  the  union,  and  I  see  in  the  August  number 
a  letter  relating  to  the  same  case.  I  found  out, 
by  watching  closely,  where  the  wound  came 
from,  healed  it  up,  and  the  hen  is  all  right  now\ 
Had  two  more  hurt  the  same  way.  but  not  so  bad. 
It  was  done  by  the  cock.  His  toe  nails  and  spurs 
being  sharp.  I  trimmed  his  toe  nails  and  spurs 
and  "have  had  no  further  trouble.  I  send  you 
this  as  it  may  be  useful  to  some  of  your  readers. 

They  also  sent  us  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  B.Fant, 
Wright  City,  Mo.,  who  agrees  with  their  experi- 
ence. Mr.  F.  says : 

Just  read  vour  article  in  May PoultryKeeper 
about  vour  Light  Brahma  pullet  being  torn  on 
the  side.  I  have  two  torn  the  same  way,  and  it 
is  done  bv  the  cock's  toe  nails  and  spurs.  Clip 
end  of  nails  and  round  them  witli  a  file,  and  slip 
his  spurs.  Remove  pullet,  and  feed  on  soft  food 
and  rub  vaseline  on  wound.  I  cured  my  two  in 
that  way  and  they  are  now  laying. 

The  above  explains  the  matter,  and  leaves  no 
doubt  thereon.  Many  thanks  to  the  gentlemen 
for  so  kindly  enlightening  our  readers,  and 
enabling  us  to  solve  the  problem. 
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The  Prairie  State  Incubator. 

This  incubator  claims  two  great  and  important 
■features— regulation  of  the  heat  and  regulation 
of  the  moisture.  Its  price  is  also  low,  oeing  only 
$50  for  a  200-egg  incubator.  It  is  endorsed  by  Mr. 
Walter  Elliott,  Secretary  A.  P.  A.,  Mr.  George  T. 
Pitkin,  the  noted  Plymouth  Rock  breeder,  Mr, 
Sid  Conger,  well  known  to  our  readers.  Dr.  T.  B. 
Spalding,  and  others.  It  is  now  manufactured 
by  Mr.  S.  W.Gutli- 
ri'e,  Homer  City, 
Pa.,  though  form- 
erly made  at  Car- 
penter, 111.  This 
machine  w  h  i  1  e 
coin  p  a  rat  i  ve  ly 
new,  it  having  just 
completed  its  first 
year,  has  met  with 
unusual  success, 
both  at  the  hands 
•of  customers  and 
in  the  show  room, 
as  a  large  list  of 
reliable  testimo- 
nials, and  its  show 
record  (see  adver.) 
proves.  The  com- 
pany are  now  put- 
ting up  three  sizes 
— luO,  200  and  300 
■egg  capacity.  The 
principle  of  con- 
st r  u  c  t  i  o  n  and 
operation  is  so 
simple,  and  at  the 
■same  time  scienti- 
fic, that  its  claims 
as  a  reliable  incu- 
bator are  certainly 
well  founded.  The 
application  of  heat 
is  procured  by  a 
metalic  radiator, 
situated  above  the 
•egg  chamber,  cov- 
ering the  entire 
top  of  the  machine. 
This  radiator  is 
supplied  by  a  lamp 
placed  under  the 
machine,  with  its 
flue  passing  up- 
ward through  the 
centre  of  the  egg 
chamber,  and  out 

at  the  top,  where  the  valve  is  placed,  and  it 
either  confines  the  heat,  forcing  it  to  pass 
through  the  radiator,  or  allows  it  to  escape,  as  is 
required.  The  radiator  has  the  effect  of  per- 
fectly equalizing  the  temperature,  in  all  parts  of 
the  egg  chamber,  and  no  one  part  is  at  any  time 
warmer  than  the  other. 

The  regulator  is  a  thermostat,  so  sensitive 
that  it  responds  to  the  heat's  action  with  the  ac- 
curacy of  a  thermometer,  without  the  aid  of 
electricity,  or  any  other  secondary  appliance. 
The  ventilation  is  constant  and  not.  inter- 
rupted by  the  action  of  the  regulator.  A 
•current  of  pure  fresh  warm  air  passes  con- 
tinually through  the  egg  chamber,  coming 
in  contact  with  the  moisture  pans,  and 
then  passing  downward  through  the  trays, 
.and  out  under  the  eggs  at  the  front  of  the 
machine.  The  moisture,  also,  is  at  all  times 
under  the  control  of  the  operator.  A, 
moisture  gauge  is  furnished  with  each  ma- 
chine, by  which  the  air  saturation  can  be 
•determined  as  accurately  as  the  tempera- 
ture by  the  thermometer.  Thus,  it  will  be 
saen,  that  the  four  most  essential  points  in 
successful  incubation,  namely— application 
of  heat,  regulation  of  temperature,  ventila- 
tion and  control  of  moisture  are  success- 
fully met  in  the  Prairie  State. 

All  machines  are  beautifully  ornamented 
and  substantially  built.  There  is  nothing 
to  wear  out  and  a  machine  will  last  a  life- 
time. The  new  company,  owing  to  Mr. 
Guthrie's  large  lumber  interest,  will  have 
every  ad  vantage  of  material  and  machinery 
for  turning  out  machines  promptly..  Every- 
thing considered  the  Prairie  State  is  one  of 
the  best  incubators  of  the  day,  and  its  suc- 
cess this  winter  will  be  awaited  with  inter- 
est. At  Chicago,  in  the  great  incubator  con- 
test for  $100  it  captured  both  first  and 
second  prizes. hatching  96  and  94  per  cent., 
Mr.  Jacobs,  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  being 
present  and  witnessing  the  hatch. 


scratch  and  find  it  when  others  will  starve  1 
find  them  very  hardy,  and  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  they  should  not  rank  with  the  very  best 
standard  birds.  I  have  asked  several  old  breed- 
ers why  they  are  not  bred  more  throughout  the 
country,  but  the  only  reason  I  can  find  is  that 
white  and  black  soli'd  colors  have  had  their  day. 
but  as  one  of  our  leading  fanciers  said,  at  tlie 
last  show  in  Chicago,  the  speckled  chickens 
will  step  in  next.  I  have  spent  a  large  amount 


PRAIRSL  JT  ATE  INCUBATOR. 


of  time  and  money  to  brin 
present  standard. 


Manufactured  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Guthrie,  Homer  City,  Pa 
my  stock  to  the 


Poultry  Raising  in  Colorado. 

DAVID  D.  SMITH,  DENVER,  COLORADO. 

I  find  that  almost  every  variety  of  hens  are 
hatched  and  for  sale  here  by  four  or  five  breed- 
ers, yet  I  fail  to  see  any  of  them  with  the  White 


to  eight  more  eggs  each  week  from  the  six  Rocks 
than  from  the  seven  Leghorns.  I  think  that  I 
shall  breed  entirely  from  P.  Rocks,  and  do  away 
with  the  "pen,"  as.  no  matter  how  we  feed  our 
hens  while  penned  up,  they  will  not  produce  as 
good  an  esrg,  and  the  shells  have  not  the  power 
to  withstand  the  weight  of  a  heavy  hen,  espec- 
ially during  the  20th  and  21st  days  "of  the  hatch, 
and  we  have  lost  a  good  per  cent,  from  that 
cause.  In  my  new  hen  house  (10x55  ft.),  I  put  in 
5  large  windows; 
Dut-I  find  that  the 
hen  does  not  like 
too  much  light  on 
her  actions,  and 
she  always  goes  to 
the  darkest  corner 
of  the  house  to  lay 
and  ti»  roost.  I 
think  that  if  a  hen 
house  is  well  sup- 
plied with  good  air 
holes,so  as  to  keep 
the  air  sweet  to 
our  own  nose,  that 
hens  will  do  well 
without  too  much 
glass.  I  paint  my 
roosts  weekly  with 
coal  oil,  and  my 
hens  are  very 
health  y.  After 
studying  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  coops 
for  young  chicks, 
and  trying  some  of 
them  published  in 
your  last  number 
of  Poultry  Keep- 
er I  have  finally 
made  me  a  box 
that  suits  me  bet- 
ter than  the  old 
style.  My  box  is  20 
inches  high,  20 
inches  wide,  and  24 
inches  long.  I  nail 
a  sack  on  for  a 
floor,  as  I  find  the 
sack  better  for  the 
hen's  feet  than  the 
board.  Part  of  the 
top  of  box  is  made 
to  open  on  a  hinge, 
otherwise  the  box 
is  solid.  I  have  a 
door  cut  in  one 
admit  a  chick, 
under  full  con. 


corner,  large  enough  to 
I  have  therefore  the  hen 
trol.  The  advantages  of  this  box  for 


Silver-Penciled  Hamlmrgs. 


SILVER-PENCILED  HAMBURG  HEN. 


One  of  the  oldest  breeders  of  this  rare 
variety  is  Mr.  J  H.Johnson',  Box  5,  May- 
wood,  Cook  county,  111.  They  are  persistent  Owned  by  J.  H.  Johnson,  Importer  and  Breeder,  May 
layers,  being  non  sitters.    Mr.  Johnson,  in  wood,  111. 

describing  them,  says  they  are  the  hand- 
somest chickens  that  walk  on  two  feet,  and,  as  I  |  Rosecomb  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  I  think  I  could 
understand  it,  they  are  the  oldest  Hamburg's  not  do  better  than  to  breed  from  them.  I  now- 


known.  They  are  great  layers,  not  only  summer 
layers  as  the  Leghorns,  but  also  good  winter 
layers.  Their  rose-combs  are  very  favorable,  as 
they  are  not  so  liable  to  have  it  nipped  by  frost. 
They  possess  all  the  good  qualities  that  the 
•Spangled  Hamburg's  do,  but  I  think  they  are 
more  active,  and  if  food  is  to  be  found  they  will 


have  better  success  with  the  hatches  than  earlier 
in  the  spring,  and  I  have  now  an  average  of  ten 
good  chicks' from  each  setting.  In  my  breeding, 
pens  I  have  six  hens,  P.  Rocks,  and  seven  hens 
of  B.  Leghorn,  each  With  a  cock.  I  keep  theiiv 
penned  up,  and  T  find  that  iviOer  these  cpu<"'.i 


young 

chicks,  for  the  first  ten  days  or  so,  are :  The  he» 
cannot  scratch  the  floor  full  of  holes  an<?  burj 
the  tender  chicks  in  the  hole.  Outside  hens  can- 
not pick  into  box  and  annoy  the  mother,  chere- 
by  causing  the  chicks  to  be  trodden  upon,  and  it 
enables  me  to  feed  the  young  chisks  as  often 
and  what  I  please.  This  style  of  box  is  for  set- 
ting in  the  hen  run.  Since  I  hive  adopted  this 
box  I  have  not  lost  a  eh'ek,  and  I  have  now 
five  such  boxes,  witL  twenty  chicks  in  each. 
1  keep  the  hen  shut  up  for  six  days,  and 
then  let  her  have  a  run  during  the  warm 
part  of  each  day.  I  keep  the  little  chicks 
shut  up  for  th'Vty  or  forty  hours  before  I 
open  small  hole.  I  lost  a  large  per  cent, 
of  chicks  with  the  old  lath-made  box. 
Next  &ea3un  I  shall  have  a  pen,  or  pens, 
built  in  inking  my  shade  trees,  especially 
for  v.ung  chicks,  as  my  lots  are  very  finely 
suited  for  that  purpose.  During  May  my 
fifty  hens  laid  048  eggs,  and  I  sold  nine 
docen  each  week  at  25c.  per  dozen.  The 
balance  of  eggs  1  used  to  hatch  and  for 
family  use.  "The  wholesale  rate  is  20c.  a 
doz.  I  paid  $50.00  for  my  hens  six  months 
ago.  T  have  received  since  then  $42.00  for 
the  eggs  sold  and  used  in  family.  We  have 
eaten  over  twenty  hens  and  ronsters;  have 
hatched  out  over  100  chicks;  have  now  ten 
hens  sitting.  During  six  months  they 
have  nearly  paid  for  themselves  in 
eggs,  and  we  have  about  100  chicks  to  boot. 
The  hens  we  killed  and  ate,  if  sold  at  ten 
cents  a  pound,  (wholesale),  would  have 
paid  for  the  feed  during  the  above  six 
months.  I  think  we  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied  at  this  statement,  and  we  have 
also  gained  in  experience,  which  is  also 
worth  something.  I  did  not  have  the  right 
class  of  hens  the  first  season,  and  will 
remedy  this  defect  next  season,  as  I  will 
sell  off' all  the  old  hens  in  the  fall,  and  will 
then  start  in  with  a  new  breed  of  Plymouth 
Rocks  and  Brown  Leghorns.  I  have  several 
other  hen  items  that  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to,  but  I  am  now  thoroughly  tired 
out  with  writing  the  present  letter,  and  I 
will  put  the  items  on  salt. 

[Come,  again,  Friend  Smith,  you  have 
given  some  excellent  hints,  and  you  will  suc- 
ceed as  sure  as  there  is  determination  in  a 
human  being.— Ed.] 


Frequent  spading  of  the  poultry-pards,  with  a 
soi  inkling  of  lime,  is  the  best  mode  of  cleaning 
',1'em.  Where  fowls  are  are  closely  confined  the 
tions  the  Rocks  are  the  best  to  iay,  as  I  get  w>*  '  yards  should  be  spaded  at  least  once  a  month. 
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Correspondence.  We  invue  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectrully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

PARKESBURG.  CHESTER  CO.,  PA. 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg.  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 


Turn  out  for  Indianapolis  and  the  A.  P.  A. 
meeting  this  month. 


The  '-old  ring"  in  the  A.  P.  A.  must  go.  And 
so  must  $1.00  for  a  standard. 


Farmer's  Magazine  and  Poultrt  Keeper 
together,  only  60  cents.  Cheap. 

Read  our  "Correspondence."  And  do  not 
overlook  "Condensed  Correspondence"  depart- 
ment. We  have  nearly  fifty  associate  editors. 
Each  reader  has  a  voice. 



Mr.  Pitkin  has  again  been  elected  President 
;  of  the  Chicago  Association,  hut  Mr.  Munger,  the 
Secretary  has  retired  in  favor  of  Mr.  Alfred 
|  Doyle,  of  Blue  Island,  111. 

We  still  want  more  names.  "Will  you  kindly 
oblige  us  by  sending  us  the  names  of  any  persons 
you  know,  (or  believe)  to  be  interested  in  poul- 
try, as  we  wish  to  send  them  sample  copies. 

Just  how  a  paper  can  claim  11.000  subscribers, 
and  on  another  page  state  that  it  goes  to  13,000 
post  offices  is  a  mystery.  Yet  it  is  so  claimed  in 
Chicago,  but  that  paper  will  claim  anything. 

Be  sure  you  don't  oice  abillii  you  expect  to  get 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  es- 
pecially if  your  creditor  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  nominate  officers.  It  counted  once. 

Don't  forget  the  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
Show  at  Baldwinsville,  Jan.  17th  to  20th,  inclu- 
sive. Geo.  O.  Brown,  judge.  Premium  lists 
now  ready  from  the  Secretary,  J.  H.  Norton, 
Plainville,  N.  Y. 

Sid  Conger,  Flat  Rock,  Indiana,  took  the 
$100  prize  at  Atlanta,  and  went  home  feeling  as 
if  he  could  do  it  over  again.  His  specialties  are 
P.  Eocks  and  Wyandottes,  but  this  time  he  won 
on  nearly  all  breeds. 


Better  buy  now.  Next  month  all  kinds  of 
stock  will  be  scarce  and  high. 

Sample  copies  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  free 
to  any  of  your  friends.  Drop  us  a  card. 

Bead  the  list  of  contents  of  our  Poultry 
Keeper  Special.  You  want  it  badly. 

Always  use  a  pure-bred  male  if  you  keep 
common  hens.  The  male  is  half  the  flock. 

Stamps  taken  for  subscription  to  this  paper 
where  postal  notes  cannot  easily  be  obtained. 

Always  learn  before  you  attempt  to  accom- 
plish work.  The  poultry  business  requires  skill. 

The  Secretary  of  Cincinnati  Poultry  Associa- 
tion is  Mr.  A.  H.  Meier,  box  627,  Mr.  Higdon 
having  resigned. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  aims  to  give  practical 
information  only,  and  our  readers  help  us  with 
their  experience. 

The  Poultry  Chum,  Geneseo,  111.,  was  repre- 
sented at  Chicago,  and  its  genial  editor,  Mr.  F. 
A.  Kidder,  always  makes  hosts  of  friends. 

New  Castle,  Indiana,  will  hold  her  show 
January  25-28.  and  premium  list  is  now  ready- 
Mr.  J.  W.  Foutz,  New  Castle,  is  Secretary. 

Walter  Elliott  hasaf  ter  much  persuasion  on 
the  part  of  his  friends,  agreed  to  again  accept 
the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  if  offer- 
ed him. 

Next  month  we  will  give  the  prices  of  broil- 
ers, poultry  and  eggs  for  every  month  in  the 
year,  using  the  New  York,  Chicago  and  Boston 
prices. 

The  hen  that  layed  15  eggs  a  day,  according  to 
the  World,  must  have  been  dosed  with  strych- 
nine as  a  stimulant.  Such  a  "yarn"  in  a  poultry 
paper. 

Breeding  for  the  show  room  and  breeding  for 
the  yard  seems  to  be  two  different  occupations. 
Let  breeding  pens  be  matched  for  producing  the 
best  results. 

Consolidated— The  Poultry  Keeper  and 
Fancier's  Gazette  for  $1.00.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  Gazette  is  $1.25,  and  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  50  cents,  you  will  at  once  see  that 
such  a  combination  pays  you  if  it  does  not  pay 
h  e  two  papers. 


The  Southern  Massachusetts  Association  will 
hold  a  show  at  New  Bedford,  Feb.  1-1,  and  pre- 
mium lists  are  now  ready.  A  large  exhibit  is 
expected.  Mr.  Geo.  L.  Fish,  New  Bedford,  is 
Secretary.   

New  Jersey  is  also  in  the  field.  Bridgeton, 
one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  state,  will  hold  her  show  Jan.  3rd  and  4th, 
and  invites  all.  Win.  H.  Hainesworth,  box  113, 
is  Secretary.  They  expect  to  have  a  good  show. 

What  astonishes  us  is  that  the  Poultry  Bulle- 
tin, New  York  City,  offers  both  the  Bulletin  and 
Poultry  Keeper  for  $1.00.  It  is  a  grand  offer, 
especially  as  it  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  jour- 
nals published,  and  always  progressive. 

We  are  having  photographs  taken  of  the 
brooder  houses,  as  well  as  the  internal  arrange- 
ments, so  as  to  present  them  exactly  as  they  ap- 
pear on  actual  observation,  which  we  will  pub- 
lish for  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  in  these  col- 
umns. 

Philander  Williams  has  been  honored  long 
enough.  He  seems  to  have  a  life-tenure  on  the 
Presidency  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  and  appoints  a  com- 
mittee every  year  to  nominate  himself.  He  can 
now  i  etire  with  honor.  Give  somebody  else  a 
show. 


The  first  exhibition  of  the  West  Iowa  Poultry 
Association  will  be  held  at  Atlantic,  Iowa,  Jan. 
24th  to  27ih,  with  J.  M.  Gilchrist  as  judge. 
Premium  lists  ready.  Four  railroads  run  through 
Atlantic.  J.  L.  Todd  is  Secretary,  box  494,  At- 
lantic. 


After  this  all  new  or  doubtful  poultry  papers 
may  club  with  us.  For  fear  some  may  die  on  our 
hands,  we  will  not  send  cash  for  subscriptions 
to  them  received  by  us  until  the  subscriptions 
expire.  There  have  been  more  fraud  papers  the 
past  year  than  fraud  poultry  men. 

Look  out  for  the  Midget,  a  poultry  paper  pub- 
lished semi-occasionally  at  Chicago.  The  pub- 
lisher secures  subscriptions  for  a  year,  but  just 
how  many  copies  of  the  paper  he  sends  out  dur- 
ing the  year  is  a  mystery.  We  have  received  a 
great  many  complaints  in  regard  to  it,  and  re- 
gret that  we  ever  allowed  its  advertisement  to 
appear  in  our  columns,  as  the  amount  due  us  is 
owing  and  the  papers  due  the  subscribers  are 
promises* 


j  Brother  Boyer  (Uncle  Mike)  has  bought  a 
poultry  farm  at  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  and  will  take 

!  the  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend  there  in  the 
spring  in  order  to  run  out  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
but  he  will  have  to  do  some  lively  work.  Mike 

I  has  a  good  circulation  and  feels  proud.  Come 
on  Mike — plenty  of  room  for  both  of  us. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Ballon.  24  Lee  street.  Worcester, 
Mass.,  is  now  Secretary  of  the  cent. Mass.  Poul- 
try Association,  in  place  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Day,  re- 
signed to  accept  the  position  of  treasurer.  The 
show  will  come  off  Jan.  31st  to  Feb.  2nd.  inclu- 
sive, and  as  Worcester  alicays  holds  a  huge  ex- 
hibition she  will  repeat  it  this  season. 

There  is  a  disease  prevailing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  in  which  the  birds 
on  a  large  number  of  farms  are  afflicted  with 
what  is  termed  there  the  "liinberneck"  disease, 
the  head  being  turned  to  one  side,  thus  prevent- 
ing the  birds  from  eating.  Can  any  of  our 
readers  throw  any  light  on  the  subject. 

Fond-du-Lac.  Wis.,  is  in  one  of  the  richest 
sections  of  the  State.  Her  fifth  exhibition  oc- 
curs Feb.  7th  to  loth,  inclusive,  with  B.  N. 
Pierce  as  judge.  It  is  the  Wisconsin  State  As"" 
sociation.  and  the  prospects  point  to  a  big  show. 
Everybody  welcome,  and  premium  lists  ready.. 
Dr,  L.  A.  Bishop.  Fond-du-Lac.  is  Secretory,  and 
will  cheerfully  reply  to  all  interested. 

Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  holds  her  show  Feb.  6th  to 
11th,  inclusive.  Entry  books  and  premium  lists 
are  now  ready  by  the  Secretary.  Samuel  Post, 
Jr.,  Ypsilanti.  The  veteran  breeder.  Geo.  J- 
Nissley,  of  Saline,  is  President,  and  J.  Y.  Bick- 
nell  will  act  as  judge.  Ypsilanti  is  situated  on 
the  main  line  of  the  Michigan  Central  1!.  R.,ahd 
on  the  Ypsilanti  branch  of  ti:e  Lake  Shore  E.R., 
30  miles  from  Detroit.  Birds  returned  by  ex- 
press free.   Reduced  rates  at  hotels. 

Mr.  S.  V.  Beckwith.  Winsted.  Conn.,  has 
been  instrumental  in  having  a  rule  adopted  for 
the  Winsted  show  compelling  the  judges  toscore 
all  specimens,  and  to  cut  for  all  defects  men- 
tioned in  the  Standard,  but  not  to  disqualify, 
except  for  such  defects  as  are  clearly  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  destroy,  or  greatly  impair,  the  value 
of  the  specimen  as  a  breeding  fowl.  Good— now 
score  one  for  Mr.  Beckwith.  as  it  was  an  excel- 
lent idea.   

In  a  former  number  we  alluded  to  a  false 
claim  of  the  Perfect  Hatcher  Company  of  having 
hatched  the  largest  number  of  chicks  in  compe- 
tition with  the  Monarch  incubator,  at  New  Yorkf 
when  infjact  tire  Monarch  was  the  victor  by  a 
large  majority.  As  this  claim  was  taken  from  a 
circular  issued  by  another  manufacturer  our 
reference  may  lead  some  to  suppose  we  alluded 
to  the  third  party— Prairie  State  Incubator  Co. 
We  in  no  manner  intended  to  refer  to  the  Prairie 
State  incubator.  Having  captured  both  first  and 
second  prizes  in  the  $100  incubator  contest  at 
Chicago  it  can  stand  on  its  merits. 

A  Mistake  at  the  Boston  Show. 

It  was  not  wise  in  the  managers  to  cut  out  the 
display  of  dressed  poultry,  capons,  broilers, 
eggs,  game,  etc..  except  under  conditions  greatly 
inconveniencing  the  exhibitors.  Last  season  this 
department  was  the  most  attractive  in  the  show, 
and  as  the  visitors  are  partial  to  such  exhibits 
(to  many  all  fancy  birds  being  "chickens")  the 
time  may  come  when  the  present  course  will  be 

regretted.   

Josselyu's  Bond. 

It  now  looks  as  if  Williams  and  Stoddard  can- 
not showabondfor  Josselyn.  Elliott  had  to  give  a 
bond,  and  as  Williams  never  writes  a  letter  with- 
out prating  something  about  "his  duty"  it  is  now 
time  to  know  if  he  does  his  duty  only  on  certain 
occasions.  As  we  understand  it  the  members 
supposed  Williams  and  Stoddard  were  securities 
for  Josselyn,  but  now  it  is  suddenly  proclaimed— 
"there  is  no  bond."  But  some  believe  therewosa 
bond.  Why  have  not  the  books  been  sent  to- 
Elliott. 
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An  Inyigorator. 

For  a  sick  bird  that  is  very  weak,  chop  some 
fresh  meat  very  fine.  To  an  ounce  of  meat  add 
a  pinch  o{,salt,  a  pinch  of  red  pepper,  ten  grains 
bromide  of  potassium,  and  20  grains  of  ground 
saffron.  Mix  well  and  force  a  teaspoonful,  in 
small  quantities,  down  the  throat  twice  a  day, 
with  a  teaspoonful  of  milk  and  water  as  a  drink. 

Cincinnati's  Show. 

January  25th,  at  Music  Hall,  the  Third  Annual 
Exhibition  of  the  Cincinnati  Poultry  Association 
will  begin,  and  hold  until  night  of  February  1st. 
The  Association  is  on  a  sound  financial  basis, 
and  pays  all  premiums  promptly.  It  will  be  a 
great  show  of  grand  birds,  and  nearly  all  the 
prominent  breeders  of  the  West  will  be  there. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Meier,  box  627,  is  Secretary.  Send 
for  premium  list  at  once. 

What  Makes  the  Chicks  Die. 

When  you  find  a  lot  of  chicks  dead  in  the 
brooder  your  heat  was  low.  If  they  have  bowel 
disease  they  have  at  some  time  been  chilled. 
Just  how  to  manage  them  is  given  in  our  August 
number.  Above  all  things  give  them  plenty  of 
heat  in  the  brooder.  Chicks  that  feather  rapidly 
will  droop  unless  they  have  meat  at  least  three 
times  a  day.  Fresh  meat  is  best,  but  if  ground 
meat  is  used  mix  it  in  their  soft  food  daily. 

A  Broiler  Farm  Near  Boston. 

Fifteen  acres,  right  on  the  edge  of  Boston,  de- 
voted entirely  to  Plymouth  Eocks  and  Pekin 
ducks,  with  four  large  incubators,  is  the  plant  of 
Messrs.  W.H.  Eudd  &  Son,  48  Chatham  street, 
Boston.  The  farm  will  be  connected  with  the 
business  house  by  telephone,  and  in  addition  to 
thousands  of  chickens  and  ducks  for  market, 
pure-bred  Pekins,  and  the  thoroughbred  dark- 
egg  strain  of  Plymouth  Eocks  will  be  bred. 
They  are  getting  ready  now.  When  the  place  is 
in  working  order  rest  assured  our  readers  shall 
have  a  description  of  it.  This  firm  supplies 
nearly  all  the  hotels  in  Boston,  and  buys  all  the 
market  stock  they  can  get. 

American  Minorca  Club. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Mi- 
norca Club,  held  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  11th,  1887, 
it  was  decided  to  procure  two  silver  cups  (val- 
ue $25  each),  to  be  offered  by  the  club,  one  on 
each  variety  of  Minorcas  (fowls  and  chicks  to 
compete),  open  to  members  as  provided  by  Ar- 
ticle XIII  of  Eules  of  Club  at  the  time  and 
place  of  next  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year 
President,  J.  D.  Nevius,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; 
Vice  President,  F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. ; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  C.  T.  Thomas,  Whit- 
ford,  Pa. ;  Executive  Committee,  Capt.  E.  W. 
Sargent,  Kittery,  Me,  Geo.  0.  Smith,  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  E.  F  Moore,  Milford  Mills,  Pa. 

Cincinnati  Show. 

The  members  of  the  Cincinnati  Association, 
nearly  100  strong,  with  a  unanimity  of  action 
seldom  witnessed-  in  poultry  associations,  are 
working  to  make  their  next  exhibition,  which 
comes  immediately  after  Indianapolis  and  be- 
fore Eochester,  the  best  ever  given  in  the  State. 
Nothing  is  more  discouraging  to  exhibitors  than 
a  large  display  of  fine  stock  and  a  poor  attend- 
ance. The  crowds  at  Cincinnati's  past  two 
shows  were  a  source  of  wonder  to  many  ex- 
hibitors, but  this  season  it  is  expected  the  at- 
tendance will  exceed  tli  iiri.  The  Association  is 
advertising  heavily.  Special  rates  have  been 
made  on  fourteen  railroad1!,  the  local  press  gives 
splendid  daily  reports  during  exhibitions,  and  as 
Cincinnati  has  the  largest  proportionate  sub- 
urbanite population  of  any  city  in  the  country, 
it  will  not  be  strange  if  the  great  Music  Hall  is 
crowded  day  and  night.  Premium  Lists  will  be 
mailed  all  applicants  by  C.W.  Drake,  President, 
or  A.  H.  Meier,  Secretary,  Station  C,  Cincinnati. 
And  by  the  way  they  always  pay  premiums  in 
Jull  at  Cincinnati. 


Of  Course  it  Failed. 

A  Chicago  daily  contained  the  following  "awful 
funny"  item: 

"A  Chicago  man  paid  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a  few  weeks  ago  for  anew  and  improved 
incubator.  He  placed  therein  twenty-live  dol- 
lars worth  of  high-priced  eggs  and  hired  a  boy 
to  attend  at  a  further  expense  of  twenty-five 
dollars.  The  time  having  fully  expired,  he  went 
yesteiday  morning  to  inspect  the  incubator  and 
see  how  many  of  the  eggs  had  hatched.  The 
only  living  tiling  he  found  was  a  large  bluebottle 
flv,  which  lie  caught  and  put  in  a  bottle.  He  ex- 
hibits tins  insect  to  inquiring  frisntia  is  the  only 
two  hundred  dollar  fly  in  the  United  States." 

The  moral  to  the  above  is  that  you  cannot  run 
a  $150  incubator  with  a  $25  boy.  Any  fool  who 
buys  an  incubator,  and  fills  it  with  high-priced 
eggs,  then  leaving  it  to  a  boy  to  manage,  the  boy 
perhaps  never  having  seen  an  incubator  before, 
deserves  just  what  the  above  party  got.  And 
the  "awful  funny"  paper  prints  the  item  perhaps 
to  show  that  the  incubator— not  ihe  boy— is  a 
failure. 


Selling-  Turkeys  in  Boston. 

Overproduction — of  poor  stock,  but  a  scarcity 
of  prime  birds.  Says  Mr.  W.  H.  Eudd,  of  48 
Chatham  Street,  Boston,  who  sends  us  the  con- 
dition of  the  market  on  Thanksgiving  Day  : 

"We  have  had  a  good  turkey  trade  the  last 
three  days.  Betailed  5,000  pounds  of  turkeys  be- 
sides the  full  packages.  We  were  entirely 
cleaned  out  before  dark  last  night— not  one  left. 
Talk  about  overstocking  the  market!!!" 

Turkeys  sold  for  19  cents  per  pound  for  good, 
with  inferior  at  from  10  to  14.  Choice  chickens, 
large,  16  cents,  fowls  14,  ducks  14.  These  prices 
are  for  dressed  stock.  Over  2,000,000  pounds, 
valued  at  $200,000,  of  poultry  came  into  Boston 
in  two  days,  and  yet,  like  Oliver  Twist,  the  buy- 
ers clamored  for  more.  Not  more  stuff  but  more 
choice  poultry.  It  is  the  good  quality  that  sells. 
It  teaches  a  greater  difference  between  the  fowl 
bred  for  quality  and  the  common  dunghill  than 
any  lesson  in  the  barnyard.  The  buyers  know 
what  they  want,  and  you  can't  fool  them.  In- 
stead of  over-production  we  do  not  yet  raise 
enough  poultry  for  the  large  cities. 


More  Dark  Skin  Effusions. 

Harris,  of  the  oil  regions,  in  the  Poultry  Yard, 
has  this  to  say  about  dark  skin  on  fowls : 

"The  idea  that  because  a  fowl  has  yellow  skin, 
legs  and  beak,  does  not  imply  that  their  plumage 
should  be  painted  yellow.  Take  the  American 
Dominique,  the  Plymouth  Eock,  the  Wyandotte, 
the  Dominique  Leghorn,  etc.,  all  with  yellow 
legs  and  beaks,  and  yet  there  is  no  suspicion  of 
yellow  in  the  plumage.  But  it  may  be  true  as 
regards  the  solid  colored  breeds— black  or  ivhite. 
A  black  or  dark  leg.  beak  and  skin  usually  ac- 
company a  black  fowl,  while  the  same  in  lighter 
colors  characterize  the  whitebreeds.  But  while 
the  Black  Java  has  a  dark  colored  leg  and  skin, 
yet  it  seems  difficult  to  breed  a  light  colored  leg 
on  the  White  Java." 

Won't  somebody  let  Harris  know  that  there  is 
no  such  think  as  a  dark  skin  on  a  fowl.  And, 
the  strangest  part  is  that  Harris  writes  for 
several  papers  "about  what  I  know  of  poultry," 
ostensibly,  however,  to  let  somebody  know  he  is 
Harris.  He  gets  the  free  advertising  all  the 
same.  Dark  skin  fowls.  Whew! 


Moisture  for  Ducks'  Eggs. 

Do  duck  eggs  require  more  moisture  than  eggs 
from  hens?  This  question  is  one  we  must  answer 
in  reply  to  the  following  letter  sent  us  by  Mr.  E. 
Lister,  manufacturer  of  the  Atlantic  Incubator, 
Oakland,  Ehode  Island: 

"Will  you  please  inform  me,  in  your  next 
Poultry  Keeper,  if  ducks'  eggs  take  more 
moisture  in  the  incubator  than  do  hens'  eggs. 
If  ducks  are  more  profitable  for  broilers  than 
chicks.  How  early  do  old  ducks  lay  their  eggs 
in  spring  in  order  to  get  eggs  for  setting?" 

We  find  that,  contrary  to  expectation,  less 
moisture,  (if  anything)  is  required  for  ducks' 
eggs,  at  the  beginning,  or  for  the  first  three 
weeks,  but  on  the  fourth  week  they  should  be 
liberally  supplied.  If  too  much  is  given  the 
young  cluck  grows  too  large,  and  dies  in  the 
shell.  But  they  require  more  air  at  time  of  com- 1 
ing  out.  Such  is  also  the  experience  of  Mr.  i 
Eankin,  who  hatches   about  5000  annually.  I 


Ducks  are  not  more  profitable  than  chicks,  as 
the  length  of  time  for  securing  the  highest 
prices  is  shorter  than  for  chicks.  Ducks  usually 
begin  to  lay  in  February,  but  will  lay  in  January 
if  kept  warm  and  fed  animal  food. 


Where  to  Plaee  the  Thermometer. 

First,  be  sure  your  thermometer  is  correct. 
Place  the  bulb  under  the  wing  of  a  hen,  close  to 
the  body,  and  it  should  record  104.  It  makes  no 
difference  whether  the  hen  is  broody  or  not,  but 
it  is  best  to  test  it  with  several  hens.  If  it  records 
100,  run  it  at  100,  as  that  figure  really  records. 
104,  and  means  that  your  thermometer  is  incor- 
rect, but  that  makes  no  difference  to  you,  as  you 
can  allow  for  it.  Hence,  any  thermometer  will 
do,  provided  you  are  sure  you  know  that  you 
have  tested  it  so  as  to  not  make  a  mistake.  To 
test  it  by  a  correct  one  place  the  two  thermome- 
ters side  by  side  in  a  bowl  of  water  at  100,  but 
again— be  sure  the  supposed  correct  thermometer 
is  correct,  as  the  $5  thermometers  differ  as  well 
as  the  cheaper  ones.  In  the  egg  drawer  place 
the  bidb  on  a  fertile  egg.  Mark  an  egg  and  keep 
the  bulb  on  that  egg.  and  be  sure  the  egg  is  fer- 
tile. The  reason  is  that  the  chicks  in  the  eggs 
give  off  heat,  while  an  egg  that  contains  no 
chick  does  not.  and  hence  there  is  a  difference 
in  heat.  If  the  heat  in  the  egg  drawer  is  103  your 
eggs  may  be  106,  and  if  you  do  not  place  the  bulb 
on  the  eggs  you  may  run  the  heat  in  the  eggs  at 
106,  though  your  thermometer,  if  not  touching 
the  eggs,  may  only  record  103.  Here  is  a  plan  to 
assist  in  detecting  fertile  eggs,  though  unless 
you  are  somewhat  of  an  expert  you  may  make  a 
mistake.  Let  the  eggs  coo!  down  after  the 
twelfth  day,  by  taking  out  the  tray.  Then  place 
the  bulD  of  a  delicate  thermometer  on  each  egg. 
The  live  eggs  will  be  warmer  than  the  others, 
because  the  chicks  inside  give  off  heat.  Some 
can  tell  by  feeling  them.  At  first  the  eggs  will 
take  more  heat,  but  after  the  tenth  day  the 
chicks  begin  to  assist  in  warming  the  drawer. 
Be  careful,  therefore,  or  you  may  get  them  too 
warm  after  the  second  week. 


Nux  Vomica  for  Poultry. 

4.8  we  recslv?  main  iu:;un  i?s  regarding  nux 
vomica  we  take  an  extract  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Baldwin, 
published  in  the  Homestead.   He  says: 

"The  great  hinderance  to  the  successful  man- 
agement of  poultry,  is  disease.  It  is  this  that 
]  prevents  many  from  engaging  in  the  rearing  of 
thoroughbred  poultry.  We  have  experimented 
with  nearly  all  of  the  advertised  poultry  reme- 
dies, but  never  have  found  a  remedy  for  indi- 
gestion and  "dumpishness"  equal  to  mix  vomica. 
We  first  tried  it  with  fowls  having  a  disease 
commonly  mistaken  for  cholera,  and  having 
many  of  its  symptoms.  We  are  also  of  the  opinion 
that* it  could  be  used  to  advantage  in  treating 
the  cholera.  This  remedy  is  very  inexpensive 
and  can  be  procured  from  any  homeopathic 
doctor.  It  may  be  given  in  the  drinking  water, 
or  a  few  pellets  may  be  fed  to  the  fowls.  We 
sometimes  put  a  few  drops  upon  their  meat,  but 
care  should  he  used  in  regard  to  the  size  of 
the  dose.  Its  action  is  soon  evident  in  the  stop- 
ping of  the  loose  relaxation  of  the  bowels,  and  di- 
gestion is  once  more  resumed.  Where  this  dis- 
ease is  not  looked  after  the  fowls  generally  die 
in  a  few  days,  and  then  the  fowls  were  said  to 
have  died  with  the  cholera.  We  have  used  nux 
vomica  many  times,  and  always  with  success. 
For  young  chicks  It  is  invaluable.  It  is  a  sure 
cure  for  the  dysentery  in  young  chicks,  and 
which  this  year,  has  been  very  prevalent.  We 
know  of  one  person  losing  over  fifty  Plymouth 
Eock  chicks  witli  this  disease.  We  have  never 
lost  a  single  chick  with  dysentery  since  we  com- 
menced using  nux  vomica.  For  young  chicks 
give  them  a  few  pellets  or  put  a  drop  of  the  di- 
luted tincture  on  their  meat.  We  do  not  recom- 
mend to  put  the  medicine  in  their  drinking 
water  as  we  have  always  found  they  will  drink 
but  little  ;and  when  given  on  the  feed  its  affects 
can  be  immediately  seen.  We  would  say  in 
conclusion,  that  we  have  none  of  this  remedy 
for  sale,  and  don't  believe  in  the  'advertised 
nostrums'  as  a  rule.  We  hope  our  poultry 
friends  will  try  this  simple  remedy  and  report 
their  success. 

We  wish  to  state  that  the  claim  has  been  made 
that  nux  vomica  (strychnine)  will  not  kill  fowls 
(or  anything  born  with  its  eyes  open)  but  kills 
the  hawk,  rat  or  animal  that  eats  the  chicken. 
Of  course  the  influence  of  the  poison  disappears 
after  awhile,  but  we  wish  to  say  that  we  have 
had  no  experience  with  nux  vomica,  and  would 
suggest  caution. 
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How  Much  Hot  Water  to  Use. 

We  are  often  asked  this  question.  In  operat- 
ing the  hot  water  incubator,  all  the  heavy  work 
is  done  the  first  ten  days,  or  two  weeks,  as  the 
chicks  in  the  shell  will  then  give  off  heat.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  cool  the  eggs  in  winter,  but  in 
summer  it  is  an  advantage.  The  best  hatch  of 
ducks  we  ever  saw  was  in  summer,  but  little 
moisture  being  used  until  about  three  or  four 
days  before  they  came  out,  and  the  eggs  cooled. 
three  times  a  day.  But  that  was  in  summer.  In 
■winter  it  is  not  so  easy  to  get  the  heat  back 
again.  First,  fill  the  hot  water  tank  with  boiling 
water.  After  36  houis,  if  the  thermometer  does 
not  record  110,  draw  off  half  of  the  water,  and  fill 
up  the  tank  again  allowing  it  to  remain  twelve 
hours  before  opening  the  drawer.  Then  put  in 
the  eggs.  As  the  eggs  will  be  cool,  let  them  re- 
main in  for  twelve  hours  without  opening  the 
•drawer,  and  they  will  cool  the  heat  down  to  103, 
which  is  correct.  Now,  to  run  it.  When  you 
look  at  the  thermometer,  should  the  heat  be  104, 
put  in  no  water.  After  twelve  hours,  if  the  heat 
is  103,  you  will  then  know  it  is  gradually  cooling, 
or  on  the  "down  grade"  as  some  express  it. 
You  then  add  a  bucketful  of  boiling  water,  but 
if  the  weather  is  cool  add  two.  When  next  you 
look  at  the  thermometer,  should  it  not  be  over 
102,  add  three  buckets.  In  other  words,  when 
the  heat  is  rising,  or  on  the  "upgrade"  add  noth- 
ing. If  decreasing  put  in  a  bucket  of  water  for 
every  degree  under  103.  But,  be  careful  after 
the  tenth  day,  as  then  the  chicks  will  be  giving 
off  heat,  and  each  day  less  and  less  water  will  be 
required.  All  of  the  heaviest  labor  is  done  the 
first  ten  days.  Always  add  water  to  allow  for 
loss.  That  is,  if  the  thermometer  is  103  (espe- 
cially the  first  ten  days)  add  one  bucket,  as  it 
■will  lose  a  little  heat  until  the  next  time.  When 
the  heat  from  the  chicks  is  high  only  a  gallon 
may  be  needed. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Special. 

This  is  book  No.  i,—on  Diseases.  In  order 
however,  to  make  it  more  valuable,  we  have  in- 
•cluded  many  other  subjects.  We  will  state  that 
we  have  simply  gone  back  to  our  old  numbers 
and  "put  the  best  of  them  together."  using  the 
plates  of  special  numbers  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper,  hence  the  name  of  Poultry  Keeper 
Special.  It  contains  32  pages  the  size  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  price  25  cents,  but  for  60 
■cents  we  send  it  and  also  the  Poultry  Keeper 
-one  year.  The  following  are  the 
contents. 

Poultry  Howes.— Munger's  Poultry  House, 
Smith's,  Pritchard's.  Lawrence's,  Burr's,  Ham- 
ill's,  Colburn's,  Richard's,  Wilson's,  Misses 
Williams  &  Molineaux's.  and  others,  illustrated. 
Brooders.— Spammer's  Brooder,  Harper's,  En- 
gle's,  Hosford's,  Lincoln's,  Tank  Brooder,  Mark- 
ing Punch,  illustrated,  Portable  Nest  Rack,  a 
cheap  Drinking  Fountain,  a  lamp  Incubator 
Heater,  a  novel  Movable  Fence. 

Diseases  of  Poultry— Two  full  pages  devoted 
to  Roup,  with  directions  for  making  roup  pills, 
with  27  different  remedies  from  our  readers,  as 
well  as  the  homeopathic  method.  Cholera. — 
Two  pages  devoted  to  cholera,  giving  all  the  de- 
tails of  symotonis,  numerous  remedies,  and 
more  information  than  can  be  found  in  any  book 
published.  Gapes. — Nearly  two  pages  to  gapes, 
with  all  the  best  remedies.  Crop-Bound,  Egg- 
Bound,Feather-palling,Bumble  Foot.Laying  soft- 
shelled  eggs. Worms  in  the  Flesh,  Scabby  Legs 
with  details  for  treating  each.  Lice.— Symptoms 
of  lice  on  fowls. causes  of  lice,  what  to  do  for  Lice, 
the  dust,  bath,  suggestions  from  readers.  How 
to  make  the  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator,  with 
every  part  described  and  illustrated.  This  is 
alone  worth  $5,  as  hundreds  of  the  incubators 
are  in  use,  any  person  can  make  one.  T/ie 
Great  Broiler  Farms  at  Hammonton,  iV.  J., 
with  the  broodeis  and  heating  arrangements, 
described  and  illustrated.  How  to  Caponize, 
with  illustrations  from  photographs, showing  the 
whole  operation.  How  to  Preserve  Eggs.— The 
so-called  Havanl  Process,  Sulphur  Process, 
Scientific  American  Process,.Messen.g,er  Process, 
Globe  Process.  Ledger  Process,  Birmingham 
Process,  Mrs.  Moore's  Celebrated  Process.Lime 
Process,  Gelatine  Process.  Boracic  Acid  Process, 
Salicylic  Acid  Process,  Water  Glass  Process, 
Wax'  Process,  Australian  Process,  the  French 
Process,  with  the  Poultry  Keeper's  hints  for 
selecting  eges  for  the  purpose.  How  to  Manage 
the  Young  'Chicks,  showing  mode  of  feeding, 
tatio  of  growth,  cost,  etc.    Pi-ices  of  Broilers, 


Fowls,  Eggs,  Ducks,  Turkeys  for  the  vear  1886. 
giving  the  rise  and  fall  for  nearly  every  week, 
from  Feb.  27th  to  Dec.  10th,  Whitewash  that 
Sticks,  a  good  receipt.  How  to  Ship  Poultry.— 
Picking,  packing,  frozen  poultry,  live  poultry, 
spring  chickens,  eggs,  etc.  Testing  Enas.  illus- 
trated, and  fullj  explained.  Hatching  Ducks 
and  Chicks  for  Market.  Rankin  and  'Damon's 
method.  An  Egg  Turner,  illustrated.  The 
cheapest  Poultry  House  that  can  be  Built,  Har- 
ris' method.  The  Big  Egg  Farm  at  Sadsbury- 
ville,  Pa.,  showing  how  600  hens  may  be  kept 
with  profit.  Condensed  Correspondence,  and 
other  valuable  information. 

The  above  is  illustrated  with  over  60  cuts. 
Everything  is  made  as  plain  as  possible.  There 
is  no  book  published  that  gives  one-half  as  much 
practical  information.  Every  poultryman  should 
have  it.  When  you  subscribe,  or  renew,  send  60 
cents,  and  get  this  valuable  book,  and  also  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  a  year. 

And  This  in  a  Poultry  Paper. 

Our  friend  Stoddard,  of  the  Poultry  World. 
was  shocked  because  some  of  our  subscribers 
recommended  nux  vomica  for  poultry,  and  re- 
marked, '  this  in  a  poultry  paper."  But,  unfor- 
tunately, he  forgot  No.  6,  Vol.6,  page  199,  of  the 
World,  in  which  we  find  this: 

"Mr.  George  W.  Young,  a  well-known  farmer 
residing  near  Ilchester,  Howard  county,  lias 
perhaps  the  most  productive  hen  in  the  country. 
According  to  Mr.  Young's  statement,  this  hen, 
which  is  a  cross  between  the  Game  and  common 
fowl,  after  hatching  out  a  brood  of  twelve  young 
chickens  late  in  February,  soon  became  tired  of 
her  charge  and  deserted  the  young  ones.  On 
the  4th  of  April  the  hen  commenced  laying,  her 
first  day's  work  being  one  egg:  the  next  day  she 
laid  twelve  eggs,  and  from  that  time  until 
April  25,  with  the  exception  of  three  days  (all 
Sundays),  the  product  of  the  hen  ranged  from 
two  to  fifteen  eggs  daily,  reaching  the  latter 
figure  twice,  and  averaging  over  six  eggs  for 
each  working  day.  Mr.'Young  exhibited  speci- 
mens of  the  eggs,  which  were  of  the  ordinary 
size  and  appearance.  Mr.  Young  has  a  number 
of  witnesses  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ment. The  daily  record  of  her  performances 
during  the  month  is  as  follows:  "  [Then  figures 
up  117  eggs  from  one  hen  in  25  days.— Ed.  P.  K.] 

If  we  had  seen  the  above  in  a  hog  paper,  or  a 
sheep  paper,  or  anything  but  the  World,  we 
would  not  have  been  surprised,  but  when  the 
editor  of  a  poultry  paper  publishes  an  article 
crediting  fifteen  eggs  a,  day  from  one  hen.  (Sun- 
days excepted),  it  leads  us  to  suppose  that  he 
sometimes  dreams.  It  lays  over  feeding  strych- 
nine to  fowls  (which  the  World  has  since  ac- 
knowledged may  be  correct),  and  beats  the 
record  for  claims.  Fifteen  eggs  in  one  day  Sun- 
days excepted.  Whew — who  has  the  breed  for 
sale.  Evidently  the  editor  don't  read  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  to  become  enlightened,  or  he  would 
never  have  gotten  himself  into  such  a  tangle. 
Can't  somebody  drop  him  a  line  and  inform  him 
how  many  eggs  to  expect  from  a  hen,  and  which 
breed  lays  on  Sundays. 

Jacobs  Must  he  Kept  Out. 

"When  Jacobs  knocks  at  Indianapolis  he  may 
need  credentials."  says  the  Poultry  Yard,  and 
then  it  gives exiraefs  from  the  Poultry  Keeper 
in  order  to  present  our  record,  not  forgetting  a 
plea  against  anarchists. 

It  is  claimed  that  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Stod- 
dard, Mr.  Babcock  edits  the  Poultry  Yard.  We 
have  no  objection  to  the  record  shown  of  us.  but 
when  it  conies  from  Stoddard  and  Babcock  the 
"cheek"  of  the  thing  is  amusing.  We  have  never 
yet  styled  the  standard  as  an  "abortion,"  and 
by  way  of  reminding  Mr.  Babcock  of  the  past, 
we  also  present  a  few  choice  extracts. 

"The  Standard  is  ahodge-podge,  hurry-scurry, 
helter-skelter,  miserable  affair."  "**"  "It  is  an 
abortion."— Poultry  Yard. 

"The  best  breeding  cockerel  is  disqualified  as 
an  exhibition  fowl.  *  *  The  Standard  ought 
to  but  does  not  protect  the  buyer.  The  prize- 
winning  bird  is  an  exception.  He  is  an  aberra- 
tion of  nature,  a  violation,  so  to  speak,  from 
natural  laws.  The  man  who  produces  the  largest 
number  of  these  violations  of  natural  laws  is  the 
one  who  takes  the  most  prizes."— Babcock. 

"The  crv  is  now— 'the  unjust  and  unnatural 
requirements  of  the  Standard  must  go.'  This 
cry  is  gathering  strength  unto  itself  day  by  day. 
It  will  be  loise  to  heed'it,  and  make  the  required 
changes  before  it  be  translated  into  another  cry 
—'The  Standard  must  go.'  "—Babcock, 


"If  the  authors  of  the  Standard  had  tried  to 
place  just  a  little  more  sound  horse  sense,  and 
less  pure  foolishness,  in  the  work,  probably  no 
complaints  would  have  been  made." — Babcock. 

"The  two  numbers  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  I 
received  were  spicy.  I  believe  you  are  making 
a  good  paper  for  your  subscribers  and  for  your- 
self."— Babcock,  in  Sept.  18SI,  p.  K. 

"The  American  Standard  of  Excellence'  may 
wake  up  some  fine  morning  to  find  that  a  rival 
association  of  breeders  has  been  formed,  and  a 
rival  Standard  of  Excellence  based  on  nature 
and  common  sense  has  b^en  issued.  The  Ameri- 
can Poultry  Association  cannot  get  along  with- 
out the  breeders  of  this  country,  but  the  breeders 
can  get  along  without  the  Association."— Bdb- 
cock,  in  October  ISSU,  P.  K. 

"The  Standard  does  not  make  the  value  of  a 
fowl  any  more  than  the  stamp  of  the  government 
on  a  piece  of  gold  makes  its  value." — Poidtry 
Yard. 

"There  has  neverbeen  but  one  alleged  poultry 
editor  in  this  country  who  has  descried  the 

j  Standard  of  Excellence,  and  he  has  made  him- 

1  self  a  sublime,  effulgent  ass." — Poitltry  Yard. 
[As  both  Stoddard  ana  Jacobs  are  in  the' same 

j  boat  here  we  cannot  point  out  the  ass  in  the 

:  case.— Ed.] 

We  can  give  more,  as  we  have  files  of  back 
I  numbers.  Presenting  our  record  is  right  enough, 

but  we  derived  plenty  of  inspiration  from  the 
!  Poultry  Yard,  and  cannot  see  why  Babcock 

should  be  on  the  Executive  Committee  while  we 
j  are  to  be  ostracized.  If  records  are  to  be  pro- 
'  duced  we  wili  prepare  several  sets. 

The  High  Price  of  Standards. 

If  the  Standard  was  sold  at  a  lower  price,  or  if 
a  Standard  of  each  breed  was  issued  at  10  cents, 
it  would  save  much  trouble.    The  present  high 
}  price  causes  fault-finding  because  most  people 
S  will  not  pay  one  dollar.  What  does  the  A.  P.  A. 
|  do  with  the  money.  Nothing.  In  order  to  pluck 
!  the  breeders,  amounting  to  thousands,  it  keeps 
i  the  masses  in  ignorance.  Each  breeder  should 
'  be  able  to  send  a  copy  of  the  standard  of  the 
breed  he  sells  to  every  purchaser.  So  make  it  10 
cents. 


A  Good  Idea. 

To  know  which  poultry  paper  pays  best  as  an 
advertising  medium,  try  the  plan  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Rudd,  who  makes  this  suggestion: 

"The  replies  to  same  'ad.'  in  Poultry  Keeper' 

and  Poultry   ,  are  about  twenty  to  one  in 

favor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper.  The  way  I 
know  is  because  my  address  in  Poultry  Keeper 
is  'box  100,'  while  in  the  other  paper  it  is  'box 
200.'  It  is  a  good  way  to  know  which  paper  is 
the  best  advertising  medium." 

With  a  different  post-office  box  number  for 
each  paper  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  writers 
to  state  where  they  saw  the  advertisement. 
And,  though  you  can  use  several  numbers,  you 
can  arrange  with  your  postmaster  to  put  all 
letters  in  one  box. 


About  Our  Editor. 

He  lives  100  miles  away  from  us.  He  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  receiving  subscriptions,  or  attend- 
ing to  business.  But  he  delights  in  receiving 
communications  and  inquiries,  and  welcomes 
every  reader.  We  send  all  letters  to  him,  how- 
ever, but  it  is  best,  when  an  early  answer  is  ex 
pected  by  mail,  to  enclose  stamp  and  address 
him  as  follows:  "P.  H.  Jacobs,  Haiumonton, 
Atlantic  Co.,  New  Jersey." 

That  $1.00  Prize. 

We  send  three  papers  and  a  book  for  $1.00. 
All  are  prizes  and  no  blanks.  Of  the  papers  we 
send  the  Poultry  Keeper,  Poultry  Chum,  and 
Poidtry  Guide,  with  any«onc  of  our  books, which 
are  "Poultry  for  Profit."  "Management  of  Young 
Chicks,"  and  "Incubators  and  Brooders."  The 
books  are  sold  at  25  cents  each,  but  we  send  a 
book  and  three  poultry  papers  for  only  $1.00.  It 
beats  all. 


Back  Numbers. 

You  can  get  any  back  number  for  five  cents. 
We  print  from  electrotype  plates— not  type—  and 
we  can  put  any  edition  on  press  at  any  time. 
Each  back  number  is  a  book  in  itself. 
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How  to  Dress  and  Ship  Poultry. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Sprague,  224  S.  Water  Street,  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  in  forwarding  ns  the  Chicago  mode, 
says  that  in  the  first  place,  poultry  should  be 
kept  without  food  twenty-four  hours;  lull  crops 
injure  the  appearance  and  are  liable  to  sour, 
and  when  this  does  occur  correspondingly  lower 
prices  must  be  accepted  than  obtainable  lor 
■choice  stock.  Never  kill  poultry  by  wringing 
the  neck. 

To  Dress  Chickens.— Kill  by  bleeding  in  the 
mouth  or  opening  the  veins  in  the  neck ;  hang 
by  the  feet  till  properly  bled.  Leave  head  and 
feet  on  and  do  not  remove  intestines  or  crop. 
Scalded  chickens  sell  best  to  home  trade,  and 
■dry-picked  best  to  shippers,  so  that  either  man- 
ner of  dressing  will  do  if  prouerly  executed. 
For  scalding  chickens  the  water  should  be  as 
near  the  boilinti  point  as  possible  without  boil- 
ing; pick  the  legs  dry  before  scalding;  hold  by 
the  head  and  legs  and  immerse,  and  lift  up  and 
down  three  times;  if  the  head  is  immersed  it 
turns  the  color  of  the  comb  and  gives  the  eyes  a 
shrunken  appearance,  which  leads  buyers  to 
think  the  fowl  has  been  sick ;  the  feathers  and 
pin  feathers  should  then  be  removed  imme- 
diately, very  cleanly,  and  without  breaking  the 
skin:  then  "plump"  by  dipping  ten  seconds  in 
water  nearly  or  quite  boiling  hot.  and  then  im- 
mediately into  cold  water ;  hang  in  a  cool  place 
until  the  animal  heat  is  entirely  out.  To  dry- 
pick  chickens  properly  the  worK  should  be  done 
while  the  chickens  are  bleeding;  do  not  wait 
.and  let  the  bodies  get  cold.  Dry  picking  is 
much  more  easily  done  while  the  bodies  are 
warm.  Be  careful  and  do  not  break  and  tear 
the  skin. 

To  Dkess  Turkeys— Should  always  be  dry- 
picked.  Kill  by  bleeding  in  the  mouth  or  open- 
ing the  veins'  in  the  neck  ;  hang  by  the  feet,  and 
flick  while  bleeding  and  before  the  body  is  cold. 
Dressed  turkeys,  when  dry-picked,  will  always 
■sell  best  and  command  bet  ter  prices  than  scalded 
lots,  as  the  appearance  is  brighter  and  more  at- 
tractive. Old  and  heavy  gobblers  should  all  be 
marketed  before  January  1st,  as  after  the  holi- 
days the  demand  is  for  small,  plump,  fat  hen 
turkeys  only,  old  Toms  being  sold  at  a  discount. 

Ducks  and  Geese.— Should  be  scalded  in  the 
same  temperature  of  water  as  mentioned  for 
chickens,  but  it  requires  more  time  for  the  water 
■to  penetrate  and  loosen  the  feathers.  Some 
^parties  advise,  after  scalding,  to  wrap  them  in  a 
blanket  for  the  purpose  of  steaming,  but  they 
must  not  be  left  in  this  condition  long  enough  to 
cook  the  flesh.  Do  not  undertake  to  dry-pick 
•geese  or  ducks  just  before  killing  for  the  purpose 
•of  saving  the  feathers,  as  it  causes  the  skin  to 
become  very  much  inflamed  and  is  a  great  in- 
jury to  sale.  Do  not  singe  the  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  any  down  or  hair,  as  the 
heat  from  the  flame  will  give  them  an  oily  and 
unsightly  appearance.  After  they  are  picked 
•  clean  they  should  be  held  in  scalding  water 
about  ten  seconds  for  the  purpose  of  plumping, 
:and  then  rinsed  off  in  clean  cold  water.  Fat, 
heavy  stock  is  always  preferred. 

Before  packing  and  shipping,  poultry  should 
>be  thoroughly  dry  and  cold,  but  not  frozen ;  the 
.animal  heat  should  be  entirely  out  of  the  body; 
pack  in  boxes  or  barrels— boxes  holding  100  to 
200  pounds  are  preferable— and  pack  snugly; 
straighten  out  the  body  and  legs  so  that  they 
will  not  arrive  bent  and  twisted  out  of  shape; 
fill  the  package  as  full  as  possible,  to  prevent 
moving  about  on  the  way ;  barrels  answer  better 
for  chickens  and  ducks  than  for  turkeys  or 
geese;  when  convenient,  avoid  putting  more 
than  one  kind  in  a  package;  mark  kind  and 
weight  of  each  description  on  the  package,  and 
'mark  shipping  directions  plainly  on  the  cover. 


More  Questions. 

And  the  more  the  merrier.  Mr.  H.  W.  Hay- 
ford,  N.  Conway,  N.  H.,  sends  us  a  batch,  and  as 
they  are  for  all  our  readers,  we  give  Mr.  H's  let- 
ter. He  says  : 

How  much  room  is  required  for  raising  fifty 
broilers  in  winter  or  early  spring  ?  Some  say  a 
pen  5x10  feet  in  the  house,  and  same  size  outside 
for  the  yard,  while  others  say  100  can  be  raised 
on  the  same  amount  of  room.  In  "Incubators 
and  Brooders"  the  writer  savs  twenty-five  chick- 
ens is  the  highest  limit  to  be  kept  together  and 
(recommends  about  the  same  amount  of  room  as 
the  above.  Now,  how  is  the  novice  going  to 
know  how  much  room  it  will  take  for  fifty  chicks? 
Would  a  brooder  three  feet  square  on  the  floor 
be  large  enough  for  fifty  broilers  from  the  shell 
to  the  size  of  l\i  to  2  lbs?  How  much  ought  well 
fed  broilers  to  weigh  at  the  age  of  twelve  we.-ks 
(dressed  weight)?  If  fifty  chicks  were  consigned 
to  a  pen  (in  winter)  5x10  feet,  and  their  sun 
gradually  increased,  at  what  age  ought  they  to 
have  the  whole  pen,  and  should  they  be  allowed 
to  go  out,  into  the  yards  outside  when  there  is 
snow?  What  is  the  matter  with  chicks  that  have 
straggling  and  uneven  feathers?  At  what  age 
do  hens  first  moult?  Would  ten  hens  confined 
to  a  pen  10x16  ft  in  winter  produce  fertile  eggs? 

The  questions  are  well  made.  Whil  the  fewer 
the  chicks  together  the  better,  yet  the  fewer 
they  are  the  more  expense  proportionately.  We 
raise  100  chicks  in  a  space  5x7  inside  and  5x16 


outside,  as  is  shown  on  first  illustration  of  page 
258,  August  Poultry  Keeper.  The  chicks  do 
not  go  outside  in  severe  weather,  though  if  they 
have  a  warm  place  to  which  to  resort  a  little  ex- 
posure in  the  snow  does  no  harm.  They  usually 
[  weigh,  on  the  average,  about  two  pounds  at  ten 
or  twelve  weeks,  according  to  breed  and  feed. 
While  each  pen  is  made  to  hold  100  chicks  (the 
brooder  a  yard  square)  yet  25  will  thrive  better. 
The  chicks  are  not  thinned  out,  and  they  never 
leave  the  pens  till  they  go  to  market.  When 
chicks  have  ruffled  fearthers,  and  do  not  appear 
smooth  it  denotes  lack  of  heat  or  lice.  Hens 
usually  moult  the  fall  of  their  second  year.  Hens 
confined  as  mentioned  will  produce  fertile  eggs 
if  not  made  too  fat.  We  believe  we  havt,  omited 
nothing  in  the  above. 

When  is  a  Hen  Too  Fat? 

Mr.  E.  G.  Corneau,  Chicago,  asks  us  to  reply 
to  the  following  questions,  which  he  wishes  us 
to  also  place  before  our  readers: 

"1.  How  is  it  possible  to  determine  when  a 
Plymouth  Hock  hen,  or  any  lien,  is  too  fat,  and 
that  they  are  being  overfed'!  2.  What  should  be 
the  character  and  quantity  of  food  per  day  for 
50  Plymouth  Kock  liens  during  the  winter  sea- 
son in  order  to  keep  them  in  a  healthy  and  lay- 
ing condition?  The  intelligent  answer  which 
you  are  capable  of  giving  to  the  above  questions 
will  be  appreciated  by  nine-tenths  of  your  sub- 
scribers." 

A  hen  is  too  fat  when  she  is  apparently  very 
heavy  benind,  when  she  is  lazy,  and  cares  noth- 
ing for  work,  seeking  only  to  have  the  owner 
feed  her.  She  cannot  easily  fly,  soon  becomes 
tired  from  exertion  when  chased,  does  not  lay 
though  in  good  health,  and  is  very  heavy  when 
held  in  the  hands.  We  do  not  state  that  anyone 
of  the  above  causes  indicates  a  fat  hen,  but  to 
observe  her  in  all  of  tnem.  Of  course  the  surest 
method  is  to  lift  her,  and  the  weight  will  be 
there.  Examination  of  the  rear  of  the  body  will 
also  show  the  fat  under  the  skin,  by  its  color. 

As  to  what  should  be  the  character  and  quan- 
tity of  the  food  required  to  keep  them  in  a 
healthy  condition  cannot  be  correctly  stated, 
asnotwo  hens  are  alike.  Leghorns  and  Brahmas, 
(or  other  large  breeds)  should  not  be  kept  to- 
gether. If  hens  are  in  good  condition  the  best 
food  is  all  the  chopped  clover  hay  (chopped  half 
inch  in  length  and  scalded)  they  will  eat  in  the 
morning,  a  tablespoonful  of  ground  meat  to 
each  hen  at  noon,  (moistened  with  mashed  po- 
tatoes) and  scatter  wheat  for  them  to  pick  up 
before  going  to  roost. 

What  Draughts  of  Air  Will  Do. 

Mr.  John  B.  Garden,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  sends 
us  the  following  letter,  which  is  important  to  our 
readers  at  this  season  of  the  year.  He  says : 

Will  you  kindly  advise  the  cause  and  remedy 
for  the  following  described  disease  among  my 
chickens.  I  first  noticed  it  on  a  two-year-old 
cock  some  time  in  May,  and  since  that  time 
several  of  the  chicks  have  had  it.  The  first  sign 
is  the  closing  of  the  eye  for  probably  five  seconds 
at  a  time,  and  as  time  goes  on  the  eye  is  closed 
for  a  longer  period,  and  eventually  is  closed  en- 
tirely. I  examined  a  White  Leghorn  chick  in 
August  about  two  months'  old  that  showed  signs 
by  closing  the  eye.  (In  all  cases  only  one  eye 
effected).  I  noticed  the  eye  had  a  lighter  color 
than  the  good  eye  and  also  water  in  the  corner 
which  had  the  appearance  of  bubbles.  I  could 
not  notice  anything  wrong  with  the  'nostrils  or 
throat  that  would  indicate  roup,  but  suppose  it 
is  something  of  the  same  kind.  I  used  carbon 
oil  on  the  cock  first  spoken  of,  which  cured  him 
but  fear  the  sight  of  the  eye  is  gone.  I  also  tried 
the  same  remedy  on  two  chicks,  but  they  died. 

It  is  not  roup,  but  caused  by  a  current  of  air 
blowing  on  the  side  of  the  head  on  which  the  eye 
is  closed,  it  may  be  from  a  crack  or  crevice  too 
small  to  be  seen,  or  it  may  come  from  above. 
In  all  such  cases  dissolve  a  teaspoonfui  of 
boracic  acid  in  a  pint  of  water.  Use  the  water 
warm,  and  with  a  soft  sponge  wash  and  bathe 
the  affected  parts,  wipe  dry,  and  anoint  with  a 
few  drops  of  pure  glycerine.  Bathe  it  once  a 
day,  and  place  the  bird  in  a  warm,  dry  place, 
away  from  the  wind  or  draughts  of  any  kind. 

Twenty-five  hens  may  be  kept  together,  using 
two  cocks,  changing  them  on  alternate  days,  or 
they  will  quarrel.  Two  cocks  in  the  same' yard 
are  equivalent  to  none  at  all. 


Where  Eggs  for  Incubators  Come  i-'roiti. 

It  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  our  readers  as 
to  where  the  eggs  are  procured  for  inccbators, 
and  on  this  subject  Mr.  W.  S.  Stanley,  of  Gait, 
Can.,  writes: 

It  would  no  doubt  prove  of  interest  to  all  your 
readers  if  you  told  us  how  you  raised  a  brood  of 
young  turkeys  to  the  age  of  ten  weeks,  in  con- 
finement. I  should  also  like  to  know  where  the 
eggs  come  from  to  supply  those  brooder  houses 
with  capacity  of  2,8uo  chicks  every  ten  weeks. 
You  have  given  us  the  information  as  to  incuba- 
tors and  brooders.  Now,  by  telling  us  what  ar- 
rangements they  have  lor  procuring  the  eggs 
for  incubating,  the  plan  will  be  complete. 
Without  going  closely  into  it,  I  should  say  100 
hens  at  the  very  best  would  be  required,  and  in 
the  winter  season  even  more.  This  part  of  sup- 
plying the  eggs  for  an  incubating  and  brooding 
establishment,  I  have  never  seen  explained. 
Accurate  directions  are  given  for  incubating 
and  brooding,  but  where  the  eggs  are  to  come 
from,  or  do  come  from,  is  studiously  ignored. 
An  article  on  this  subject  telling  how  it  is  done 
at  Hammonton,  N.  J.,  I  am  sure  would  interest 
your  readers. 

Unfortunately  they  are  colle6ted  from  all  the 
sources  possible,  around  the  country  and  where- 
ever  obtainable,  as  many  persons  raise  broilers 
who  do  not  keep  a  lien.  In  the  article— "A  Big 
Egg  Farm,"  will  be  found  one  mode  of  manage- 
ment. If  parties  will  make  a  specialty  of  eggs 
for  incubators  it  can  be  made  to  pay.  As  incu- 
bators are  used  mostly  in  winter  they  usually 
do  well  considering  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
eggs.  If  the  old  hen  did  not  have  "springtime," 
and  was  compelled  to  use  all  kinds  of  eggs  she 
would  fail  every  time.  The  matter  of  good  eggs 
is  local,  and  as  yet  is  a  problem  to  be  solved 
where  great  numbers  are  required. 


Draught  in  an  Incubator. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Dhein,  333  Wayne  street,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  makes  some  inquiries  about  operating  an 
incubator,  which  others  may  also  desire  to  be 
informed  of.  He  says: 

1.  What  kind  of  iron  is  the  best  to  make  a 
tank?  2.  Can  clucks  be  raised  without  a  running 
stream  or  pond?  3.  Which  holds  moisture  bet- 
ter, sponge  or  sand?  4.  Do  you  think  it  a  good 
idea  to  make  egg  trays  so  I  can  turn  them  with- 
out touching  eggs?  5.  Do  you  think  it  would  be 
too  much  draught  by  making  the  tank  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  shorter  than  the  inside  box,  so  that 
the  draught  can  go  in  lower  tube  and  out  of  a 
small  tube  in  the  back  of  tank,  and  then  open 
back  tube  two  days  before  the  young  chicks 
come  out  so  they  can  get  more  fresh  air? 

In  reply  we  will  answer  as  numbered.  1.  Gal- 
vanized sheet-iron.  2.  Yes ;  to  the  age  of  ten 
weeks,  but  ducks  for  laying  should  have  a  pond. 
3.  Probably  sand,  but  it  depends  on  how  ar- 
ranged. 4.  It  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  have  egg 
trays,  though  it  is  better  to  have  them,  as  turn- 
ing by  hand  does  no  harm  if  hands  are  clean. 
5.  Avoid  any  kind  of  draught  through  an  incu- 
bator, as  it  takes  away  the  moisture.  The  sup- 
position that  volumes  of  air  must  be  carried  in 
for  the  chicks  is  a  delusion,  and  the  constant 
supply  of  fresh  air  (really  not  required)  has 
caused  more  failures  than  anything  else. 


Some  Hope  Yet. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Clarke,  Irvington,  Ind.,  under  the 

above  heading,  has  this  to  say  of  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Poultry  Association : 

"Yes,  some  hone  that  the  A.  P.  A.  will  yet 
prove  itself  worthy  the  name.  In  spite  of  the 
kicks  and  threats  of  a  few  Eastern  bosses,  the 
Executive  Committee  have  voted  to  hold  the 
next  meeting  in  Indianapolis,  Jan.  18-25,  1888;  a 
central  place,  and  one  very  suitable  for  such  a 
concourse.  Seeing  that  the  Association  is  to  be 
no  longer  run  by  a  local  gang,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  all 
other  true  fanciers,  will  come  to  the  meeting. 
Let's  all  join  the  Association,  work  on  it  a  little, 
and  see  if  we  can  not  put  new  life  into  the  old 
fossil." 

The  correct  ring  of  the  metal.  Put  new  life  in. 
Let  us  all  join  in  and  make  the  A.  P.  A.  some- 
thing. Do  away  with  the  old  fossils,  who  vote 
themselves  in,  and  run  "the  machine"  to  suit 
their  own  views.  Let  the  breeders  now  have 
something  to  say.  Give  us  new  officers,  and 
there  will  be  more  life  in  the  Association. 


Alwavs  plant  peach  or  plum  trees  in  the  poul- 
try yard.  Hens  and  fruit,  together,  give  double 
profit. 
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The  Monitor  Incubator. 

In  describing  this  incubator,  Mr.  A.  F.  Wil- 
liams, Bristol,  Conn.,  the  manufacturer,  says  it 
is  made  with  an  inner  and  outer  case  of  wood 
with  packing  between.  Inside  of  the  inner  case 
is  a  dead-air  space  which  surrounds  a  tank  (of 
water)  which  is  packed  outside  with  felting.The 
outside  case  is  made 
of  southern  pine, 
which  is  thorough- 
ly seasoned  before 
the  machine  is  put 
together,  and  will 
not  warp  or  shrink. 
There  are  two  doors 
— an  outside  door  of 
wood  and  a  glass 
door  inside  for  the 
purpose  of  examin- 
ing the  eggs  and 
thermometer,hence 
it  is  a  double-case 
machine.  It  is  fin- 
ished in  mahogany 
color  and  natural 
wood,  using  hard 
oil  finish,  which 
makes  a  very  hand- 
some piece  o'f  furni- 
ture. The  regulat- 
ing is  done  with  an 
expanding  can  and 
piston  valve  and 
lever.  The  expand- 
ing can  is  made  of 
one  of  the  most  sensitive  materials  known  to 
heat  and  cold.  Its  manner  of  operation :  resting 
on  the  piston  is  a  lever  that  connects  with  the 
lever  on  the  lamp  burner ;  the  amount  of  heat 
can  be  adjusted  to  any  degree  desired.  To  set 
in  operation  requires  only  to  turn  a  thumb 


THE  MONITOR  INCUBATOR. 

Manufactured  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Williams,  Bristol,  Conn. 


WYANDOTTES. 

Owned  by  T.  W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 
screw;  when  the  heat  gets  to  that  degree  the 
piston  will  begin  to  rise,  which  raises  the  lever 
on  the  lamp,  shutting  off  the  flame ;  the  flame 
being  reduced,  the  water  cools  and  the  expand- 
ing can  contracts,  which  lets  the  piston  fall  and 
the  lever  falls,  let- 
ting on  more  flame; 
the  change  in  the 
egg  chamber  will  be 
very  slight.  Experi- 
ence has  proved 
that  reducing  the 
flame  of  the  lamp  is 
the  only  sure  method 
of  controlling  the 
heat  in  the  egg 
chamber  There  are 
no  delicate  parts 
about  it  to  wear  out 
or  give  out,  and  no 
cost  of  buying  new 
material,  as  with  or- 
dinary care  it  will 
last  a  lifetime. There 
is  no  possible  dan- 
ger of  overheating 
the  eggs.  The  other 
end  of  the  lever  that 
connects  with  lamp 
burner  also  operates 
a  lever  that  con- 
nects with  a  valve 
cap;  cap  covers  a 
tube  that  leads  di- 
rectly into  the  egg 
chamber  and  let  the 
hot  air  escape.  To 
ventilate  it  the  air 
comes  in  from  the 
bottom  of  machine 


also  carry  off  the  carbonic  acid  gas.  It  gener- 
ates its  own  humidity  of  atmosphere  by  the  use 
of  galvanized  iron  evaporating  pans,  thus  avoid- 
ing the  necessity  of  sprinkling  the  eggs  or  use 
of  sponges  in  egg  drawer.  The  machine  is 
heated  with  hot  air.  A  large  couper  pipe  runs 
through  a  galvanized  iron  or  cop'per  tank  of  hot 
water ;  the  galvanized  iron  tank  is  soldered  in- 
side and  out  and 
painted  a  coating 
of  waterproof  paint 
inside  and  out, 
thereby  preventing 
rust;  by  means  of 
this  pipe  the  hot  air 
is  carried  through 
and  heats  the 
water.  This  incu- 
bator has  many  ad- 
vantages over  some 
other  machines  The 
outside  tempera- 
ture has  no  appre- 
ciable effects  on  the 
eggs  in  the  egg 
chamber  ;  it  re- 
quires less  than 
one  half  the  amount 
of  oil  that  other 
machines  use  to 
keep  the  heat  right ; 
the  reason  is  ob- 
vious when  we  look 
at  its  construction 
Most  incubators 
are  made  with  the 
boiler  away  from  and  outside  of  the  tank  and 
connected  by  a  water  pipe  running  to  it,  by 
such  an  arrangement  that  four-fifths  of  the  heat 
from  the  lamp  is  wasted ;  while  in  this  case  the 
tank  is  made  the  boiler  and  heats  the  water  pre- 
cisely as  tubular  boilers  are  heated.  Eggs  are 
turned  by  a  simple  process,  partway  over  at  a 
time,  and  requires  but  a  few  seconds ;  this  turns 
the  eggs  without  jarring. 

The  prices  range  from  $18  for  a  50  egg  incuba- 
tor to  $7U  for  one  of  500  eggs  capacity.  Mr.  W. 
also  makes  the  "I.  X.  L."  Brooder,  both  for  in- 
door and  outdoor  use,  one  for  75  chicks  costing 
$6,  and  one  for  150  chicks  $10.  Outside  brooder, 
for  100  chicks,  $12.  His  circular  contains  some 
valuable  suggestions  for  feeding  chicks,  which 
he  sends  to  all  desiring.  He  is  also  a  breeder, 
keeping  Langshans,  Polish,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Minorcas,  Licht  Brahmas,  Wyandottes,  and 
Kose-comb  White  Leghorns. 


Experiments  with  Nux  Tomica. 

D.  B.  RICHARDS,  RIVERSIDE,  MICH. 

I  have  been  experimenting  with  Nux  Vomica, 
in  a  small  way,  and  give  you  the  facts,  as  I 
thought  it  would  be  of  no  use  for  your  "neigh- 
bors" to  test  it  unless  they  reported.  I  had  a 
game  chicken  that  weighed  little  more  than  a 
pound,  that  was  weak  in  the  legs  and  could  not 
stand,  and,  as  he  was  the  only  sick  chicken  I 
had  in  my  flock  of  about  a  hundred,  I  did  not 
care  if  he  did  not  live.  I  got  a  bottle  of  fluid  ex- 
tract of  nux  vomica,  and  gave  him  five  drops  a 
day,  in  meal,  and  he  ate  it  all,  and  is  now  about 
well  and  all  right.  A  little  "nux"  don't  hurt 
chickens.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  kill 
hawks  or  not.  I  continued  to  give  it  as  long  as 
I  could  catch  him  readily.  If  the  hawks  should 
come  after  my  chickens,  as  they  have  in  the 
past,  I  should  try  them  by  feeding  the  chickens 
Nux  Vomica. 
I  will  also  send  you  a  very  simple  remedy  for 
corns  on  human  toes. 
It  removes  them 
without  soreness  or 
pain,  Try  it,  and 
please  publish  it  for 
the  benefit  of  suffer- 
ing humanity.  One 
cent's  worth  of 
Muriatic  Acid,  and 
an  equal  quantity, 
by  m  e  a  s  u  r  e,  of 
water,  then  mix, and 
touch  the  corn  once 
a  day  with  it— just 
moisten  it. 

[Thanks  for  the 
result  of  the  experi- 
ment, and  also  for 
the  "corn"  cure.— 
Ed.] 


Size  in  Leghorns 


Leghorns  are  cut 
for  size  in  the  stand- 
ard,but  just  whether 
a  Leghorn  should  be 
the  size  of  a  Ban- 
tam or  as  large  as  a 
Brahma  (from  a 
standard  view),  de- 
ponent does  not  say. 

by  means  of  tubes,  and  is  spread  around  so  as  I  No  weights  are  given.  Nor  does  it  disqualify 
to  get  heated  before  coming  in  contact  with  the  |  for  feathered  legs.  Yet  this  is  the  great 
eggs;  it  is  then  carried  out  of  top  of  incubator.  I  guide  that  has  elevated  the  poultry  in- 
wnen  heat  rises  above  102°  the  tubes  in  bottom.  |  terests. 


Mr.  Stork's  Condition  Powder. 

Mr.  Stork,  of  Texas,  kindly  sent  us  the  form- 
ula of  his  "I.  X.  L."  condition  powder,  which  we 
published  in  August.  To  assist  our  readers,  Dr. 
G.D.Johnson  (chemist  and  druggist,)  Laurel, 
Delaware,  sends  a  letter  of  explanation,  in  order 
that  the  ingredients  may  be  better  understood. 
Dr.  Johnson  himself  has  placed  on  the  market  a 
very  superior  article,  and  being  a  breeder  of 
poultry,  makes  a  specialty  of  poultry  medicines. 
We  mention  this  because  his  views  are  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  he  has  kindly  consented 
to  enlighten  our  readers  on  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  medicines,  condition  powders,  etc.  Dr. 
Johnson  says: 

"In  August  number  of  PoultryKeeper  I  find 
the  formula  of  I.  X.  L.  Poultry  Powder,  which 
reads  as  follows:  Mustard  seed,  20:  fenugreek  [ 
seed,  15;  ground  oyster  shell,  12:  ground  bone, 
8;  sage  and  glauber  salts,  each  4;  capsicum 
pepper,  bayberry  bark,  chloride  of  sodium, 
ginger,  carbonate  of  iron,  silex,  magnesia, 
alumina  (black),  sulphuret  of  antimony,  each 
2 ;  ground  wheat  and  corn,  each  10 ;  asafoetida, 
1— parts.  Now,  Mr.  Editor,  undoubtedly  Mr.  E. 
B.  Stork,  of  Texas,  has  given  this  wonderful 
recipe  out  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  but  to 
many  farmers  and  poultry  raisers  throughout 
the  country,  where  your  paper  is  circulated, it  is 
unintelligible.  A  number  would  not  understand 
now  to  mix  it  by  parts.  It  would  have  been 
better  to  have  said  ounces.  Again,  if  they 
would  take  it  to  a  drug  store  to  have  it  inter- 
preted and  compounded  it  would  cost  them  from 
three  to  ten  times  what  they  could  prepare  for 
themselves.  I  would  endorse  the  above  recipe 
as  good,  as  I  am  familiar  with  the  active  princi- 
ple of  each  medicine.  To  make  the  formula 
plain,  I  would  write  it  thus: 
Take  Ground  Mustard  Seed  (white)  20  ozs. 
"        "      Fenugreek  Seed  15  " 

"        "      Oyster  Shells  .        12  " 

"        "      Bone  8  " 

Dry  (Sage)  4  " 

"        "      Glauber  Salts  (dry)  4  " 

"        '•      Cayenne  Pepper  *  2  " 

"        "      Bayberry  Hark  2  " 

"  Chloride  Sodium  (common  salt)  2  " 
"  Ground  African  or  Jam.  Ginger  2  " 
"    Carbonate  of  Irtfn  2  " 

"    Silex  (I  would  leave  out  as  it  is  of  no 
use) 

'■    Magnesia  (I  supposeMr. Stork  means 

sulphate;  if  so  this  is  Epsom  Salts)  2  " 
"    Alumina  (alum  powdered)  2  " 

"    Black  Antimony  2  " 

"    Ground  Wheat  10  " 

"    Ground  Corn  10  " 

"    Powdered  Asafoetida  1  " 

To  be  mixed  properly,  the  glauber  salts,  cay- 
enne pepper,  Bayberry  bark  and  asafoetida 
should  be  left  till  the  last,  then  mix  thoroughly. 
I  would  further  state  that  if  Mr.  Stork  had  added 
about  8  ounces  of  copperas,  ground ,  and  1 
ounce  of  powdered  extract  of  logwood  to  his  re- 
cipe, he  would  have  not  only  a  splendid  egg 
food,  and  general  condition  powder  for  poultry, 
but  a  good  preventive  from  contagious  dis- 
eases. Mr.  Editor,  I  am  not  attacking  Mr. 
Stork's  letter,  but  simply  wish  to  say  that  every- 
body cannot  fathom  out  things  like  he.  I  hope 
I  have  not  intruded  too  much  on  your  valuable 
space,  and  if  this  reaches  the  waste  basket  I 
have  the  satisfaction  of  at  least  trying  to  set 
matters  straight  to  some  who  may  not  under- 
stand, as  I  send  this  with  good  feelings  to  Friend 
Stork. 

The  Doctor  sent  us  several  packages  of  condi- 
tion powder  which  we  experimented  with  and 
found  excellent.  He  approves  of  the  formula  of 
Mr.  Stork  also.  We  think  the  magnesia  men- 
tioned should  be  ordinary  carbonate  of  magne- 
sia (sometimes  known  as  calcined  magnesia)  in- 
stead of  sulphate  of  magnesia  (Epsom  salts)  as 
Mr.  Stork  used  the  general  term  "magnesia,"  as 
the  carbonate  is  often  termed.  We  hope  the 
Doctor  will  not  forget  us  in  future  numbers. 

Let  Our  Readers  Write  Us. 

Everybody  is  welcome  to  these  columns.  This 
is  a  poultry  paper  for  the  people.  We  have  no 
waste  basket.  If  you  are,  by  accident,  crowded 
out  at  one  time  you  will  get  in  the  next.  Write 
us  your  experience,  one  and  all,  whether  of  fancy 
or  common  fowls.  We  want  each  and  all  to 
help,  so  come,  everyone. 


IMPORTED  DARK  BRAHMAS.— "Sardinian 
and  Mate,"  owned  by  T.W.Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.Y. 


Our  Correspondents. 

We  give  names  and  addresses  in  full.  We 
don't  care  who  sees  them  or  sends  them  other 
papers,  as  we  think  it  so  much  the  better.  We 
give  names  as  it  shows  a  qenuine  correspond- 
ence. We  thus  get  the  practical  experience  ot 
all,  whether  good  or  bad. 
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Curing  the  Cholera. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Miller,  of  Lawrence,  Kan.,  who  tried 
the  carbolic  acid  remedy  suggested  by  us,  re- 
ports success  as  follows  : 

The  worst  cases  of  cholera  in  my  flock,  that  is 
those  that  would  not  eat,  I  gave  them,  morning, 
noon  and  night,  a  large  dose  of  quinine  in  a 
piece  of  dough,  and  kept  before  them,  all  the 
time,  carbolic  acid  water,  and  those  that  were 
moping  around  I  gave  them  nothing  to  drink 
but  carbolic  acid  wafer,  and  mixed  their  feed 
with  the  same,  and  a  little  Venetian  red  and 
cayenne  pepper.  I  lost  but  one  and  there  is  not 
now  a  symptom  of  disease  in  my  flock.  I  have 
Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Kocks,  Brown  Leg- 
horns and  Polish. 

We  feel  satisfied,  that  in  cases  of  cholera,  the 
best  remedy  is  to  add  one  spoonfull  of  -carbolic 
acid,  (liquid),  to  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water,  mix- 
ing all  food  with  the  water,  and  giving  no  other 
water  to  drink,  Is  equal  to  any  remedy  known. 


Attention  Is  called  to  M.  C.  Folger's  card  on 
Page  351.   All  should  send  to  him. 


A  Family -Paper. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  cordially  commend- 
ing to  our  readers  the  Christian  Herald,  which 
was  largely  advertised  in  our  December  number. 
We  hear  nothing  but  great  praise  for  it  from 
those  who  receive  it.  It  is  so  earnest  in  its 
work,  and  gives  place  to  nothing  but  that  which 
is  calculated  to  do  those  good  who  read  it.  Send 
for  a  sample  copy  to  Manager  Christian  Herald, 
63  Bible  House,  New  York.  The  price  is  $1.50 
per  year,  but  we  send  both  it  and  the  Poultky 
Keeper  one  year  for  $1.10. 


Geo.  J.  Nissley,  Saline,  Mich.,  wishes  to  ex- 
change poultry  for  incubators. 


Reduced  Rates  to  Indianapolis. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  all  rail- 
Toads  for  reduced  rates  to  Indianapolis.  Not 
more  than  three  days  before  the  show  buy  a 
first-class  ticket  to  Indianapolis,  and  get  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  purchase  from  the  ticket  agent, 
and  you  will,  on  presenting  the  certificate  at 
Indianapolis,  get  a  return  ticket  for  one-third 
less. 


Anthony  Comstock  has  just  written  a  little 
ibouk  on  the  subject  of  Morals  Versus  Art  in 
which  he  gives  facts  and  figures  which  all  should 
examine  with  care.  The  recent  arrests  in  New 
York  for  a  violation  of  the  law  has  created  an 
intense  excitement.  The  book  should  have  a 
wide  circulation,  and  it  will  be  mailed  to  any 
address  for  ten  cents,  or  a  special  price  per 
hundred,  by  J.  S,  Ogilvie  &  Co.,  Publishers,  57 
Rose  Street,  New  York. 


E 


GGS.—  L.  Brahma, P. Rock,  and  Langhan.  Price 
$1.25  per  13.  J.  P.  Sellers,  Box  93,Pottstown,  Pa. 


►HOTOS— Samples  for  stamp  worth  25c.  Beauties! 
Send  to  WAEFEL,  Photographer,  Cadiz,  Ohio. 


OK  SALE— Langshans,  Wvandottes  and  Hou- 
dans. Mrs. M.E. Martin,  Greenfield,  Highland  co.  O 


F: 


OR  Sale  Cheap.—  Langs.,  Wyans.,  W.  Minorcas, 
G.and  S.Sebrights,  J.Ban.F.Long,  Elizaville,  Ind 


egistered  Thorough  bred  Plymouths.  Trios  for 
sale. Eggs  booked  now.    Win.  Lamb,  Quincy,  O. 


F 


or  Sale.— Cockerels,  B.  Legs.,  Wyans.,  L. 
Bralis.    Very  nice.    W.  E.  Curtis,  Lausdale,  Pa. 

Lt.  Brahmas,  W.Leghorns  and  Hondans. 
Send  stamp  for  circular.   C.  M.Deem,  Range,  O. 

FOR  SALE.- 75  High  Scoring  P.  E.  Cockerels. 
Prices  reas.     W.  H.  Zimmerman,  Earlville,  111. 

American  Dominique  Eggs  $1  for  13;  3  cock- 
erels $2  each.    S.  F .  Yerkes,  Pittville,  Phila,  Pa. 

AE.  Forgey.  Reed.Ill.,  breeder  of  high  scor- 
ing Lt.  Brahmas,  Houdans  and  \V~.  Angora  Cats 

Warren  Powell,  Taylorville,  111.,  breeds  Muffs, 
Newbold  Piles  and  Tenn.Br.Reds.  All'guaran. 

W P. Rocks, 2  fine  trios  and  W.  Wyandotte  cock- 
•  erelsforsale.L.S.'i'aylor,Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


OUP  Receipt,  warranted  to  cure  or  no  pay,  send 
25c.  for  it.   Geo.  F.  Doolittle,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


West  Rock  Poultry  Yards,  D.  C.  Monson  breeds, 
Stan.  Wyan's,  P.  R's,  S.  C.  B.  Leg's.  Westville,  Ct 

White  P.  Rocks  (2  distinct  strains)  and  P.  Ducks 
exclusively.    E.E.Truitt,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

YiNE  Valley  Poultry  Yards  — W.P.Rocks  W 
Wyandottes,  W.  Minorcas,  W. Guineas,  P  Ducks; 
I&gs.  Robt.B.  Underbill,  Vine  Valley, Yates  Co.  ,N .  1" 


Una  Farm  Poultry  Yards,  Washingtonville, 
N.Y.Ex.Straius,  W.&  L.  Wyan's, B.  Andalus'ns 


F1 


OR  SALE.— Choice  Lt.  Brah.  $1  ea;  eggs  in  sea- 
son $1  per  set.  A.  N.  Doane,  Gainesville,  N.Y. 


[mported  brown  leghokns .— Eggs  and  birds 
L  ready.  Prices  moderate.  B.  Fox,  Sewell,  N.  J. 


Pays  for  the  Poultry  Guide  and 
tj  \_Jm   Friend  one  year.   Claremoul,  Va. 


ightBbahu as. Early  hatcli;never  hadfiner.A  few 
Wyandottes.       J.  A.  ROBERTS,  Malvern,  Pa. 


L 

A' 


GENTS  wanted.  $1  an  hour,  50  new  articles.  Catl. 
and  sample  free.  C.  E.  Marshall,  Lockport,  N.Y. 


W.  F.  B.  SPANISH  f years-  1  KK**K1T 


Siuiman,  Ind.  Cir.free. 


PURE  P.  Ducks,  10  for  So.  Choice  Langshans  and 
B. Leghorns $i  each.  H.C.CUMBY,Glasgow,Ill. 


FOR  SALE.— 200  L.  Brahmas  and  P.  Rocks.  Large 
fine  birds;  good  stock.  L.Hayman,Boscobel,Wis. 


Brahmas,  Langshans,  B.  Leghorns  and  Wyan- 
Jo  dottes.  Rev.  J.C. Smith's  Sons,  Rose  Point,  Pa. 


lute's  Prep'd  Shells  for  poul.  200  lb.  bags  $2;  2 
or  more  Si. 50.  G.W.  White.  Salisbury,  Md. 


BRONZE  TURKEYS  and  P.  Rocks  a  specialty. 
WM.  II.  VAN  DOltEN,  BUCKINGHAM,  ILL. 


thoroughbred  P.  Rs,,  S.C.  B. Leghorns,  Imp.  P. 
.Ducks.  D.O.Bacon,  410ClarkSt.,  Ft.  Scott,  Kan 


M 


AMMOTH  Br.  Turkeys,  P.  Rocks,  &  Pea  Fowls 
for  sale.    Hits.  C.  A.  Hall,  Niantic,  111. 


Hammonton  Incuuators  with  roller  trays,  336 
egg  S25;  225  egg  S18;   Send  for  circular.   W.  E. 
NEWTON,  125  Penna.  Ave.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 


F 


INE  W.  Leghorn  and  P.  Rock  cockerels,  S2  and 
$3  each.  G.  E.  Chalfant,  Brooklyn  Village,  O. 


trictly  Pure  B.Leghorn  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale. 
Circular  free.  P.  A.  AREH  ART,  Timberville,  Va. 


SC.  W.  Leghorns,  Knapp's  Strain,  for 
.  sale.       L.  F.  KEEBAUGH,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

OOfl  Funny  Selections,  Scrap  Pictures,  etc.,  and  nice 
03 U  Sample  Cards  for  2c.  Hill  Pub.  Co.,  Cadiz,  O. 

HE.  SHELBY,  Reddick.  Illinois. 
•  Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry. 


JHAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa.. 
*  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Imp'td.  W.  Minorcas. 


B 


lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Boole,  ivith  key,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


s 


ID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Send  for  cir. 


INCUBATORS  ZS™U^° lP  Clrcular 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
•  ning  1st  prizes  wherever  shown.    Send  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAND,  N.Y. 


JOHN  P.  PYLE,  Willow  Dale  Pa.,  Thoroughbred 
Wyandottes,  M.  Javas,  Buff  Cochins,  L.  Brah- 
mas, P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Ducks. 


WANTED.— A  young,   sober   and  industrious 
man  who  understands  canonizing,  incubators 
and  man. of  chick.  W.D.  Harlan,  Box (143,  Wash.,D;C. 


\yHITE 


MINORCAS.  ^«wa°„ctionly- 

JESSE  ROBERTS.  Erie,  Pa. 


REDCAPS 


First  on  pen  at  N.Y.Show.  Few 
birds  for  sale.  Eggs  $5  per  set.  12 
pens.  J .  D.  W  ilson,  Worcester,  N  Y 


WYANDOTTE,  Langshan,  Plymouth  Rock,  B. 
Java,  Leghorns,  thoroughbred  stock .  Si  to  §1.50 
ea.  Eggs  in  season  prepaid.  Send  postal  for  circular. 
JOE  GRAVES,  Am.  Ex.  Agt.,  Black  River,  N.  Y. 

CHOICE   EGGS.     Leading    Strains  P. 
Rocks,  Wyandottes, K.c.B.  Leghorns,  Si. 50^  13. 
Eggs  for  incubators.   J.  A.  Robertson,  Fairdale,  Pa. 


Red  Caps,  Par.  Cochins,  W.  Cochins,  Wyandottes, 
Br.  Turkeys.   B.  T.  PACE,  Salem,  Ind. 


20 


P.  Rock  cockerels  SI  each.  Well  marked,  early 
hatch,  warranted.  Jno.  F.  Neiman,  Woodville,  O 


1  >  E.  FITZGERALD,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  showed 
I  A.  13  BROWN  LEGHORNS  at  Chicago, in 
November;  scored  !)0!-2  to  95>^. Eggs  SI. 50  sin.  set.,  2 
settings  and  over  SI  each.   A  few  nice  birds  SI  each. 


DUCKS,  Wyandottes,  P. Rocks,  S.  S.  Hamburgs, 
R.  C.B.Leghorns.Mam.  B.  Turkeys,  B.  Kert.-. 
Herthwo.  ds,  Deibys,  Claibornes  and  W.  G.  Games. 
Pea  Fowls  and  Guineas.  C.D.Smith,  Ft.  Plain,  N.Y. 


The  Elliott  Box  Co's  New  Basket  and  In- 
side Boxes  for  shipping  eggs  for  Hatching  and 
Market  are  the  best  and  most  compact  thing  out.  Send 
for  illus.  price  list  to  52  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


FREE 


32  COLUMN  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER. 

BOOK  of  LOVELY  SAMPLE  CARIi.-. 

Alphabet  of  Success.  5^5  Conundrums,  etc.,  biz;  lot  of 
humorous  stories  and  full  outfit,  all  for  only  U  cents,  au.l  our  splendid  papi-r  for 
^nung  people  with  •£>  line  engravings  sent  free.    HLLL  l'UB.  CO..  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE.— White  P. Rocks,  fowls  and  chicks, 
White  Wryandottes,  Black  Minorca  chicks  and 
Langshans.  Eggs  in  season.  W.  H.Cunningham, 
Chenango  Briuge,  New  York. 


1  9A  WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Briggs' 
A-jLi\J  (best)  strain,  large,  vigorous,  many  high 
scoring.  Price  from  75  cents  up.  Square  dealing. 
You  can't  do  better. C.  R.  STRONG,  Ithaca,  N.Y, 


FfIR  QAI  C  _ Poultry  and  Hatching  Houses,  In- 
rUn  OHLL.  cubators  and  Chickens.  Owner 
going  out  of  business.  Must  sell.  This  is  a  bargain. 
Address  WILLIAM  A.  BRUSH, 

Deerfleld,  Lake  County,  111. 


MONET  SAVED 


FOR  SALE.— Perfect  Hatcher,  manufac.  at  El- 
mrra,  N.Y.  Capacity  800  eggs:  used  one  season: 
good  as  new.  Address  Dr.  F. Thayer,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 


/Kg~Order  your  periodicals  of  us, 
and  save  money.  Look  at  this  list, 
and  see  that  you  get  in  many  instan- 
ces two  papers  for  less  than  the  prise 
of  one. 


American  Agriculturist  

"       Bee  Journal,  Chicago.. 

"       Farmer,  Baltimore   1' 

'•       Farmer,  Ft.  Wayne. 

American  Garden,  New  York... 

Art  Amateur  

Arthur's  Home  Magazine  

American  Rural  Home  

Babylaud  

Bee  Keepers'  Magazinelaft.Jan.l,  '87 

Breeders'  Gazette  

Chicago  Weekly  Inter-Ocean  

Century  

Christian  Herald,  New  York  

City  and  Country  

Cultivator  and  Country  Gentleman. . 

California  Cackler  

Demorest's  Monthly  Magazine  

Detroit  Free  Press  

Farmer's  Review  

Farm  Journal,  Philadelphia  

Farmer,  Maryland  

Farmer  and  Manufacturer  

Farm  and  Fireside  


Frank  Leslie's  111.  Newspaper  

"  Popular  Monthly... 

"  Sunday  Magazine. . 


DCQT  Imported  and  Home-bred  Fowls  and 
UtOI  Best  Incubator  and  Brooder.  Stamp 
for  circular.      J.  L.  1IAKRIS,  Cinnaminson,  N.  J. 

BOCEN  DUCKS, LARGE  SIZE  AND  BEST 
of  stock  ;it  reasonable  prices.     Also  eggs  in  sea- 
son.        P.  POWELL,  Maud  P.O.,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa. 

Plymouth  Bocks,  L.  Wyandottes,  Lang- 
shans, W.ainlB.  Leghorns,  B.  Minorcas,  R.&M. 
Ducks.    Eggs.    J.Wanser,  Box  1276,  Vineland,  N.J. 


HM.  LEWIS,  B1NGHAMTON,  N.  Y. 
.  White  Plymouth  Rocks  (Frost's  Strain), 
White  Wyandottes  (Briggs' Strain).  A  fine  lot  of 
birds  to  select  from .  Write  to  me  for  bed  rock  prices. 

LT.  BRAHMAS,  LANGSHANS,  P.ROCKS 
Brown  Leghorns  only  S3  per  Trio.  Orders  booked 
for  eggs,  SI  for  setting  of  13.  Address  I.D,Fuliuer. 

Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  * 


Fanciers'  Review,  Chatham,  N.Y. 

G  ardeners'  Monthly  

Gleason's  Companion  

Godey's  Lady's  Book  

Golden  Days  

Golden  Argosy. :  

Game  Breeder  

Game  Fowl  Monthly  

Harper's  Bazaar  

"  Weekly   

"  Monthly  

"      Young  People  

Horseman,  Chicago  

Household  ,  

Housekeeper,  (Minn)  

111.  London  News  (Am.  Ed.)  

111.  Christian  Weekly  (new  subs.)... 
Rural  New-Yorker  (seed  premium). . 

Mothers  Magazine  

New  York  Tribune,  weekly  

"        World,  weekly  

Our  Little  Ones  and  N  tirsery  

Peterson's  Ladies'  Magazine  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Press  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Times   

Practical  Farmer,  Philadelphia  

Phrenological  Journal  

Poultry  Bulletin,  New  York:  

Poultry  World  

Prairie  Farmer  

Presbyterian  Journal  

Poultry  Monitor  Springfield  O 

Poultry  Yard,  (American)  

Poultry  Journal,  ( American)  

Poultry  Journal,  (Ohio)  

Poultry  Monthly  

Poultry  Chum  

'  •      Record  ,  (St.  Louis)  

•'  •  Raiser  

"       Fancier,  (N.E  )  

Poultry  Guide  and  Friend  

Pigeon  Fanciers'  Journal  

Poultry  Mascot  

Scientific  American  

Seedtime  and  Harvest  

St.  Nicholas  

Southern  Fancier  

Toledo  lilade  

Vick's  Monthly  Magazine  

Wide  Awake  

AVyandotte  Herald  

Youth's  Companion,  (new  suhsonly). 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER, 


Jail. 


DftUT  METAl  For  Poultry,  Granulated  Bone  and 
DUnC  III  EHL  Crushed  Oyster  Shells.  Send  for 
Price-list.  York  Chemical  Works,  York.  Pa. 

BONE  MILLS.  —We  are  Western  agents  for  Wil- 
son's Bone  and  Shell  IMills.  Save  freight  by  or- 
dering from  us.  Thompson  Bros.,  Muscatine,  la. 

GEO.  FOX.  Torresdale,  Phila.,Pa.,  Breeder 
of  Langshans,  W.  VVyandottes  and  W.  Leghorns. 
Exhibition  birds  a  specialty.  Send  for  Circular. 

800  Beautiful  Laced  Wyandottes  For  Sale. —Cocks, 
cock  'Is,  henr.  pullet.;   Fair  tirds/t:.   good?l  Cue 
?1.50;  best  *2.    A.  J.  FOUCH,  Warren,  Pa. 

AH.  I.1SC.  Toledo,  O.— Wyandottes,  Lang- 
•  shans,  L.  Brah's,  P  Rocks,  Legh's,  P. Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 

"T  T.  Brahma  Eggs  ¥2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trio. 
I  J  Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.  Airs.  J. 
A.  McMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


FOR  SALE.— Light  Brahmas,  Partridge  Cochins, 
Wyandottes,  Black  Minorcas,  W. C.B.Polish,  75 
Pekin  and  Rouen  Ducks.  2 pair  Embden  Geese. Stock 
first  class.  List  free.  J.  T.  Bull  &  Bro.,  Westville,  O. 


IKE  ROSSITER,  box  '232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
breeder  of  Games  only.  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Pyles, 
S.  Duckwing,  Tait  Claibornes,  Belfast  Reds,  and 
crosses;  all  farm  raised.    Warranted  good  as  any. 


XI!.  DiNA.  Radnor  Mel.  to.,  I»a.. 
e   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas,  (imported  stock),  ILangshaus  and  Brazil- 
ian Docks. 


yOUR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
1l  with  self -inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  BL'AKELY, 

Bradford,  McKean  county,  Pa 


illside  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 

 Lvon,  Prup'r.  High-class  Poultry:  eggs  forhatch- 

ing  and  Pet  Stock  for  sale.    Box  67,  Norfolk.  Neb. 


XX 
11 


■pliUE  ANDALUSIANS,  (best  Leghorns  and  Mi- 
_!_>  norcas),  L.  Brahmas,  (gold  medal  at  Atlanta), 
Wyan's.,  Bantams,  awarded  200  prem's.  EggsiJISper 
set'g,  2  forfS:  stock  cheap,  lll.circu.  fur  stamp.  Oak- 
wood  Farm,  .Ud.  office,  1920G.  St.,  Washington, D.C. 


FOR  Practical  Incubator  Heat  Regulators.  Egg 
Turners,  Moisture  Gauges,  Thermometers,  send 
for  circulars.   J.  W.  Hile,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas. 

"Dosecombed  White  Leghorn  Cockerels,  will  score 
S\  94,   only  $2  each.  Black  Leghorns  >"2  per  pair. 
M.  ».  BBANDAY,  Whitney's  Point,  N.  Y. 

Atlantic  Poultry  Yakds.—  Recent  imp.  from 
Eng.,W.C.  &  S.G. Lockings. Eggs  after  Jan.  1. 
Stamp  for  cir.  C.M.Jordan  &  Co.,  Hanimonton,  M.J. 

AD.  LONG,  Brookville,  Jeff, 
•  and  has  for  sale,  White  Georgian 
Javas,  Br.  Leghorns,  Wyandotte; 

D J.  PERRY,  EarlviHe,  111.,  breeder  ot  Chester 
•  Wh.  Swine,  P. Rocks,  strains,  Essex,  Conger, 
Pitkin.  6  males,  $5,  5  hens  and  1  male,  mated,  for  §5. 


Thos.P.  Simpson,  Washing! 
D.C.Noatty'sfee  until  Patent 
ained.  Write  for  Incubator 'sG  uid 


CHOICE  P.  R.  cockerels,  eggs  from  thoroughbred 
Wyandottes  and  P.  Rocks  in  season.  Reasonable* 
A.  M.  Shegogue,  Mount  Hope,  Tolland  Co.  Conn 


PKRFEt'T  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  fur  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  ot  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm, ' 1  Garretford,  Pa. 

9QO  I  of  iny  sales  last  year  proved  satisfactory.! 
O  lo  renew  my  offer  of  5  hens,  1  cock,  pure  1'. 
Rocks  for  §6,  delivered  to  express  office  free  of  charge. 
Send  for  illustrated  circular.  No  stamp  lvciuired. 
J .  McFarland,Prop.  Vernon  Poul.  Yaids,  \  alh.iiia,  Pa 


FIVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
Sale  at  a  Bargain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES,  LAN6SHAKS, 
LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
ISItOWN  and  WHITE  UEOHORNS,  Black 
RulT  and  Partridge  Cochin.  Also  Pekin 
Ducks.  W.H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111- 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS! 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,  Prop'r.,  Delavan,  Wis. 


Ij^dw.  S.HicUnnaii, Irvine,  Warren  Ci»..Pa., 
Li  Has  a  Choice  lot  of  Young  Stock  of  the  following: 
varieties  for  sale :  Light  Brahmas.  Plymouth  Rocks, 
W.  F.  Black  Spanish,  S.C.W. and  Brown  Leghorns. 
Bred  from  the  best  stock  in  the  country.  Write  for 
wants:  am  closing  out.    Send  stamp  for  Circular. 

CHAS.  I.  BARNES,  Toledo.  Ohio.  Propri- 
etor of  one  of  the  largest  Poultry  Farms  in  the- 
West.  600  fit.  Brahmas,  Langshans,  Standard  ami 
White  Wyandottes,  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  Black 
Minorcas  and  Pekin  Ducks.  10  acres  devoted1 
to .  poultry.  Write  for  wants.  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. 


TiOR  SALE  CHEAP— P.  Rocks, Langshans, White 


'  Co  Pi  in-ppris  '  1*  and  Laced  Wyandottes,  L. Brahmas, P. Ducks, T. 
.'oro-ian  ;™  R  Geese,  Br.  Turkeys,  Ital.Bees.Kggs  in  season.Siligle 
sand  lit .  Krahiiias!  I  rates  ex.    N.J.  Israel,  Beallsville,  Monroe  co.,  Ohio. 

Kd.  Dickey,  Norwalk,  ()..  for  rircu.  and 
if  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  batching 
ltry  supplies:  lowpricesand  other  valuable  iii- 
nts  to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 


IIOHT  AND  DARK  BBAHHAS. -S  each, 
_J  ¥5  per  trio.    Address,  £.  Xl  ti(>, 

Dundee  Mich. 


CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island.  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Kggs,  $3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  56  per  39.  Send  for  circular 

HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry-  Farm:  15 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.  C.  Figs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J.  A.  Alger,  Kirksville.  Mo. 


iMo  HATCHERS8™'  es  Reduced. 

nd  for  circular.  E.  K.  GANCNfci  A  CO., 
sors  to  Andrews  Hatcher  Co.,  Elmira,N.  V. 

\  BAGWEIiL,  Sharp.  Kj„  Lt.  Bralimas, 
i  J\.  1-augsi  nns.  P.  Cochins,  V.  Rocks,  Houdaiis, 
i  Leghorns,  P.  Ducks  and  T.  Geese.  Eggs  from  prize 
)  winners  $1.50;  others  |1  per  13.    Circulars  free. 

OriarinaS  Mohawk  Valley  Poultry  Yawls. 
"Teko"  strain.  Gold  and  Silver  Laced  Wyan- 
dottes exclusively'.  Exhibition  stock  a  specialty. 
Write  for  wants. .1. 1  I.N  lllis  i- Co.  Canaioharie,  N.  Y 


MAPLE  FARSH  DUCK  YARDS. 

Tlie  largest  Duck  Farm  in  America.  Our  Imperial 
Pekin  Ducks  have  won  first  premium  in  everv  New 
England  State.  Wen  first  at  the  ■  'Great  Boston 
Show'"  in  January,  's7.  We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
birds  at  reasonable  prices.  We  have  500  of  these 
mammoth  birds  now  in  our  yards.  Eggs  in  season. 
Send  for  circular.  J.  RAKKIN,  South  Eastou, 
Mass. 


THE  FA 9IOUS  WHITEWASHED 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR* 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  for 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate 
lien  lice,  roup, cholera,  etc.  Send  stamp- 
on'  circular  which  is  very  instructive. 
Address  V.  Schwarz,  M'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Box  65. 


>BBfl5  Book  ol"  HIDDEN  NAME  CARDS. 

«HnU'd  13  Funny  Sti  l  ies.  5s0  Verses.  Songs,  Rid- 


dles, Spec 
ted  paper 


:-hes,  etc., 
all  for  a  2c 


and  a  copy  of  our  finely  lllustra- 
-tamp.  Home  and  Youth,  Cadiz,  o 


WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevscceurs.  recent  |  "IJVDMr'Nl 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.  Wyan..  Langs.and  A-J 


importations;  W.and  Stan. Wyan.. 
,  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.  T.  Thomas.  Wh 


.angs.ancl 
tford,  Pa. 


Dl<  KEY,  Norwalk,  O.,  breeder  of 
Langshans.  Wyandottes,  Laced  and  White,  B. 
Minorcas.  P.  Rocks,  S.  C.B.  Leghorns,  L. Brahmas. 
Age.  for  Buckeye  Brooder  and  Hatcher.  Send  for  cir. 


WHITE  &  CURTISS,  Wauseon,  O.— L.  Brahmas, 
P.  Rocks,  B.  Leghorns  and  P.  Ducks.    Eggs  in 
season    Ply.  Cockerels  and  P.  Ducks  for  sale  now. 


S1.00  YOU  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuahle  poultry- 
bonk  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keepek  1  year  free  to  those* 

ordering  55  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POI  LTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.  E.  ANDERSON,   ....   Newark.  Ohio.. 

-: KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS^- 

QEENYIIdLE,  OHIO. 

HUEKDEKS  OP 

LAND  Am  WATER  FOWLS. 


DENVER,  COL 


J.  A.  BAILEY  A-  CO.,  Vet- 
eran I ireeders  of  choice  Wyan- 
dottes and  B.  Leghorns.    Our  specialties  have  again 
won  1st  premium  at  Denver,  1886 .  Eggs  $3  $  ZSV  $5  f>  86. 


FOR  SALE.— 200  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  mr  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  and  prices. 

II.  A.  RRADSHAW,  Lebanon,  Inel. 


eo.  A.  Everitt.  Stockton,  N.  J.,  Laced  Wyan- 
y  duties, S  C.  W. Leghorns,  (Knapp's):  SC.  Brown  1  4ESO  EK< 
Legln  rns  (Groffuts),  (Richards),  B.  Minorcas.  Select  i  * 
stock. Eggs  in  season, ?1  to  §2  set.Satis.guaranteed. 

T71RAXK  REZZEN"  B  KRGER.  ex-County  Collector, 
1  O'Fallori.  St.  Charles  Co.,  Mo.  W.  Leghorn,  .las. 
E.  White's  choice  I'.  Rocks,  ex.  ph.  Toulouse  Geese. 
P.  Ducks.  lief.  1st  Nat.  On.  &  Sav.  Bk.  St. Charles. 


IMS1I  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLlIi  DOGS. 


OEENTANGY  POULTRY  YARJDS.-Tlie 
most  extensive  poultry  range  in  Oiiio.  37  houses 
and  44  yards  covering  10  acres  of  ground:  over  1000 
ehoice  birds  of  all  the  leading  varieties  winning  first 
premiums  wherever  exhibited.  Hi  first  from  20  entries. 
Also  inventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  Olentaugy 
Brooder.  A  few  choice  birds  for  sale.  Eggs  for  hatch, 
in  season.   Cir.  free.   Geo.  S.  Singer,  Cardington,  O. 

FM.  MUN«ER, 
De  KALB,  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Kocks, 
White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  I88(i,  showing  mating?,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won:  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap"; 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House:  also  much  val- 
nable  information  for  poultrvmen.  Nineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 


For  Imported  LANGSHANS,  MINORCAS 

and  DORKINGS.   Send  2c-stanrp  for  Catalogue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

XTEVICS  *  CACFFMAN,  Importers  and 
^LN.  Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Light 
Brahmas,  Buff  Cochins,  Langshans,  White  Wyan- 
dottes, White  Plymouth  Rocksu  White  and  Silver 
Grey  Dorkings,  La  I'leche  and  Rare  Bantams.  Send 
stamp  for  catalogue.  Office  204  Walnut  Place, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


C.  B.  FANT,  pJa,?  ex.  WRIGHT  CITY,  R!0. 

Breeds  prize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Bralimas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  which  makes  them 
the  finest  pen  in  "the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


ELEVEN  PACKETS  FOR  25  CENTS 

^vVVMOflU/X  CHOICE  FLOWER  SEEDS 

' \>     ^^=354!=*  ifri, \    F0B  QRn  m  Postage  Stamps  or  money,  we  will 
aJuo  send  by  mail  om:  pkt.  each  of  the  fol- 
lowingrare  and  Valuable  Seeds:  ASTECS,  Dn-arf 
French  Boquet,  mixed.  BALsA.llS,  Perfection,  fine 
\  double.  UIA.NTHl's.  Double  Di.nieia  Pinks,  all  varie- 
ties. GIANT  GERMAN  P  iNSIE».  rtriMA, 
(large  flowering.    PHluX  l):;UBJIO\Di!,  grandi!lora, 
i  vary  rare.   VEKBESA,  nil  fire  shades.    .NEn  2EI1BA 
ZINNIA,  bright  colors     A  Splendid  Everlasting  Flower. 
The  beautiful  .Hoon  Fiowerjthomostelegantclimbe: 
IHRBA00E3  HE  JiQ  (Cape  Gooseberry)  excellent  for  pies 
rfruits  1st  year  from  seed.    1 1  plus,  25c.  3  collec's  for  j. 
vith  directions  for  culture.   Oor  beaotKu!  36  pp.  Clifftlogac  accompanies 
each  order.  Address  SAMUEL  WILSON.  Bechanic«»ille.  Bucks  Co.  PaT 


^.".roULTRY'       LATEO  BONE 

e.s.  Fitch. Bay  city.  M,ch  and  OYSTER  SHELLS. 


-i-SPLENDID  PREMIUMS-:- 

For  ObtaiBningf  Sew  Subscribers ! 

No.  of  Subs.  Value. 

1  7H0  Album  Verses,       -----     J  15. 

1  Incubators  a.nd  Brooders,  (Jacobs)  25- 

1  Management  of  Young  Chicks,  (Jacobs),.  25 

1  Gaskell's  Hand  Book,  -----  25 

1  Architecture  Simplified.  -----  25 

1  How  to  Tell  the  Age  of  a  Horse-    -  30 

1  Poultry  for  Pleasure  and  Profit,.       -     -  25 

1  1001  Riddles,       -      -   25 

1  "One  Thousand  Facts'  ,     -     -      -      -  25. 

1  Temperance  Volume,      -----  so 

1  Small  Fruits  and  Poultry,  -      -      -      -  35 

1  Poultry  for  Profit,  (Jacobs).  -     -  25 

1  Conklin's  Handy  Manual,      -  '  -     -'.     -  25- 

2  German  Silver  Check  for  Keys,  -  -  25 
2  Fisher's  Gram  Tables,  -  40 
2  Scrlbner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  -  -  35. 
2  Ten  Packages  of  Garden  or  Flower  Seeds,  50 
2  Ropp's  Easy  Calculator,  -----  60 
2  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (paper),.  -  -  -  50- 
2  Poultry  Chum,  1  year.                             -  28! 

2  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend.  1  year,     -     -  25. 

3  How  to  Select  Cows,  by  Willis  P.  Hazard,  50' 
:?  1  year's  sub.  to  the  Farmer's  Magazine,  -  So- 
li Ladies'  Manual  of  Fancy  Work,  -  50 
3  Stencil  Plate  for  Clothing  or  Grain  Bags,  59> 

3  Ropp's  Easy  Calculator,        -      -      -      -  1  00 

4  Farmer's  Account  Book,    -  75> 
4  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (cloth),.      -     -     -  1  00 
4  Everybody's  Paint  Book,    -  100 
4  Dollar  Dictionary,    ------  1  no 

5.  Solid  Silver  Thimble, , any  size,       -     -  75. 

8  American  Agriculturist,       -      -      -      -  1  50 

8  The  Poultry  World,  Stoddard's,      -      -  1  25. 

8  How  to  be  Your  Own  Lawyer,.     -     -      -  1  50' 

10  Setting  Langshan  Eggs,     -  3  0O> 

10  Setting  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs,      -     -     -  2  00 

10  Gleason's  Family  Physician,    -     -  3  00 

10  Youth's  Companion  (new  subscribers)-     -  175. 

10  Moore's  Universal  Assistant,    -      -     -  2  50 

10  Farmer's  Record  and  Account  Book,  -     -  3  00 

10  Setting  Wyandot  te  Eggs,  -     -     -     -  3  00' 

15  Wood's  Patent  Corn  Sheller,    -  3  00 

17  Polyopticon  and  200  pictures,  prepaid,     -  2  50 

40  Scotch  Collie  Pup,    ------  8  JO 

50  Celestina,     -      -     -     -     -     -     -    -  25  00 

50  Bijou  Orchestrone,   -      -     -     -     -      -  25  00 

M  ote— Renewals  will  count  the  same  as  new  sub- 
scribers, except  where  a  premium  is  given  for  one 
subscriber,  and  that  is  for  new  subscribers  only.  Thee 
name  must  be  other  than  the  one  who  sends  It. 
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XI  D 0  YOU  WANT  A  DOG  2 


JS  DOC  BUYERS  GUIDE.  S 

K~  Colored  plates,  100  etigraviugs  [gj 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 
Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
,  ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
M337  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


GOOD  NEWS 
TO  LADIES, 


Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gol  d  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
„  THT5  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.         31  and  33  Yosey  St. ,  New  York. 


A4ftPa*IV*%  'We  heat  the  world  for  low 
H  ■  nL.  8»8  9  Vh?  prices.  A  handsome  and 
■  VERBIS  9  3  Strongly  Bound  Photo- 
HBH  W  m  W  graph  Album,  S'A  x  Ki'-2 
inches,  gilt  sides  and  edges,  holding  22  pages  of  Cab- 
inet and  Card  pictures  sent  for  60  cents,  retail  price, 
tl.25.  A  Red  Plush  Photograph  Album,  8'^ 
xW'A  EmboRsed  padded  sides,  gold  edges,  pretension 
clasp,  holding  32  pages  of  Cabinet  and  Card  pictureB 
Bent  for  $ 1 .00,  retails  for  $2.25.   Illustrated  circulars 


OLDKELIABIEPOULTRY  YARDS 

W.  II.  TODD,  Vermillion,  Ohio. 

Over  twenty  years'  experience  breeding,  showing 
and  judging.  Highest  class  Brahmas,  White  and 
Colored  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  All  leading 
kinds  of  Poultry,  B.  Turkeys,  Toulouse  Geese.  Also, 
Ducks,  Ferrets  and  Scotcli  Terrier  Dogs.  Circulars 
free.  Eggs  insured  to  hatch.  Best  stock— lowest  prices. 

Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevel 

 I  returns.    No  indelicacy.  Keilher 

knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  allbowel  troubles— especially  constipation— cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  asim  pie  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St.,  N.  Y 


your  own  Eons, 


Meal,  Oyster  Shells,. 
IGKAHAM  Flour  and  Corn 
fin  the  3»S  HA.KTE>  XTCCXiXa 
(F.  Wilson's  Patent).  lOO  per 
cent,  more  made  in  keeping  poul- 
try. Also  POWER  MIE1L.S  and  FAKM 
PEED  MILLS.  Circulars  and  Testimonials  sent 
on  application.  WIliSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Fa, 


rnrr  of  the  above  and 
rtlbk  Finer  Styles  of 
Fnrshee  «&  McMaliin, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


ALBUMS 


double  their  money 
selling  our  BRASS 
finished  corrugated 


Are  you  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Kooflne  is 
cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
38  !><■>  Street, 
New  York. 


YOU  CAN  HATCH  A  CHICK 

from  every  healthy  egg  that  goes  into  your  Incubator 
by  using  THE  COKIESTOGA  METHOD  AND 
PADS.  Grand  Success.  Terms— One-half  cash, 
the  other  half  after  four  months  use.    Circulars  free. 

J.  S.  PEACOCK,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


REFLECTING  SAFETY  LAMP.  WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 


Can  be  sold  in  every  family.  Gives 
more  light  than  three  ordinary  lamps. 
Send  thirty -five  cents  tor  com- 
plete lamp  and  be  convinced. 
We  manufacture  a  large  line  of 
household  articles.  Send  for  free 
Illustrated  Circulars  to 
FORSHEE&McMAKIN,  Cincinnati,!). 


HILL  H 

CUBATOK 

Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 

PRESSEY'S  BROODER.  ^Srtr 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  $15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Circulars  free. 

w.  PRESSEY,  Hammonton,  N .  J. 

INCUBATOR, ! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 


Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Laiigshans,  P.  Rocks.  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Handlings, 
Laced  Wyandottes,  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  K.  Game 
Bant.,  W.Clnineas,  Pekin  Ducks:  Eggs,  $2  per  13. 

ST.  "If.  Champion  Exhibition  Games- Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  l'iles  and  Malays; 
Andalusians,  WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Jap., 
Bantams,  B.  SilverPolish:  Eggs,  $3.  Imported 
Dark  Brahmas.  Pekin  Bantams:  Eggs  $4. 
I  wonl8 1st  and  special  premiums  at  N.  Jr.,  Feb.  1886. 
TIIOS.  W.  I/SJ»I*OW,  Youkers,  N.  Y. 


-WHITE-LEGHORNS- 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  SPECIAL  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  the  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Onr  White  Wyandotte  record  HAS  no  equal. 
Send  stamp  for  our.  illustrated  circular,  giving  full 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


33.  S.  RENWICK, 

19  Park  Place,      -      .       -      New  York. 


Box  50 1 .  ~3£*erto±vu&,  1ST.  "ST. 


ja.  JOLEDO,OH10._  „ 


.    BREEDER  2 

C*  of  Jfiese  J-u/o-  v 


Instantrelief,  final  cure  in  a  few  days,  and  nev- 
prreturns;  no  purge:  no  salve :  no  suppository. 
Remedy  maiiea  free.  Address, 

J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 


ISwXo  arxsti-olx  Incutoator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  $40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for  circu- 
lar.       J  AS.  RANKIN,  South  Easton,  Mass. 


E.  B.  GIBBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
llSggg  and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2 1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
Noewalk,  Ohio. 


THE 


I  have  a  fine  lot  of  Buff  Cochins,  Langshanf,  S.  C. 
B.  Leghorns,  P.  Cochin  Cockerels  which  I  will  sell 
cheap,  considering  the  stock.      A.  J.  GLICK, 

Millersville,  111. 


1  C\f\  Acre  Fine  Fruit  and  Poultry  Farm 

1UU  for  sale.  400  Peacli  Trees,  100  Apple  Trees, 
15  Pear  Trees,  101  0  Grape  Vines.  New  Large  8  Room 
House,  5  Large  Poultry  Buildings,  Good  Barn.  Ad- 
dress        F.  G.  FRENCH,  Box  91,  New  field,  N.  J. 


_Two  Perfect  Hatchers,  size 

17(i  and  3'2u  eggs.  Can  be  seen  in 
full  working  order  at  the  farm.  Only  reason  for  part- 
ing to  make  room  for  larger  Incubators.  Apply  to 
JOHN  MAYER,  Mountain  Side  Farm,  Mahwah,  N  .J . 


INCUBATOR. 

Self  regulating,  very 
simple  as  well  as  reliable. 
Williams'  Im.  Hydro. 
Incubator  and  I.  X.  L. 
Brooder.  Send  for  IIlus. 
Circular. 

A.  F.  WIIAIAMS, 
Bristol,  Conn. 


EXCELSIOR 

or  INCUBATOR 


Simple,  Perfect  and  Sell-regulating. 


IBIlllI 


W  Hundreds  in  si  " 
cessful  operatic 
Guaranteed  to  hatch! 
as  large  percentage! 
of  fertile  eggs  as  any* 
other  hatcher.   Send  6c.  fori 
new  Illustrated  Catalogue.  | 
Circulars  Free. 

CEO.  H.  STAHL, 

Patentee  and  Sole  manufacturer,  QUINCY,  ILLINOIS* 


f^gW  V\  Warmed  in  five  minutes,  and  kept 
VS  \if  Km  U  warm  all  winter  by  wearing  our  Mag- 

FtStS^T  netic  Insoles.  §1.00  per  pair,  3  pairs 
i  ■  $2.00.  Our  new  book  "A  Plain  Kond 
to  Health,  "  sent  free.  CHICAGO  MAGNETIC 
S111EED  CO.,  No.  6  Central  Music  Hall,  Chicago. 


Ifi  PEBITC  (silver)  pays  for  your  address  in  the 
ID  hlLn  I  O  '-Agent's  Directory,"  which  goes 
whirling  all  over  the  United  States,  and  you  will  get 
hundreds  of  samples,  circulars,  books,  newspapers, 
magazines,  etc.,  from  those  who  want  agents.  You 
will  get  lots  of  mail  matter  and  good  reading  free, 
and  will  be  well  pleased  with  the  small  investment. 
List  containing  name  sent  to  each  person  answering" 
this  adver.      T.D.Campbell, Box  216,  Boyleston,  Ind. 


Breeder  of  Xjigla/t  133r«/l3LX3ca.£».)S 

and  Ijangsliaiis. 

Choice  birds  for  sale.  Have  fine  symmetry,  markings, 
size  and  good  layers.  Eggs  in  season.  Prizewinners 
In  strongest  competition.  Circulars  ready.  Address. 
Box  133,  Blue  Island,  111. 

WANTEB.- Every  reader  of  the  Poultry 
Keener  to  send  4c.  in  stamps  lor  our  elegant 
60-page  catalogue  and  book  of  poultry  information, 
worth  $1.00.  1,000  Black  Miuorcas,  White  P.  Rocks, 
Lt.  Brahmas,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  Leghorns,  B. 
Turkeys  and  Pekin  Ducks  for  saie  at  low  figures. 
Fine  B.  Minorcas,  £5  per  pair  (cockerel  and  pullet). 
Poultry  Supplies  of  every  description  at  bottom 
prices,  bend  tor  catalogue  to  MICHIGAN  POUL- 
TRY FA  KM,  Saline,  Mich.  Largest  and  finest 
poultry  farm  in  the  West.  Catalogue  fully  describes 
it.  Wanted  at  once  Perfect  Hatchers  or  any  standard 
Incubators  in  exchange  for  pure  bred  poultry,  sup- 
plies or  cash.   Describe  machine  and  give  cash  price. 


500  3B"±3ta.o  3i3eM-l3r  C31i.i.cl3LS. 

 o  

Wyandottes,  Langshans,  Ply.  Rocks,  B.  Javas  and 
Leghorns,  at  §1  to  §1 .50  eacii,  all  raised  on  farms  with 
unlimited  run.  Healthy,  vigorous  stock.  Send 
stamp  for  circular  and  prices. 

American  Express  Agt.         Black  River,  N.  Y 


1  set.       2  set. 

Laced  Wyandottes   $2.00  §3.00 

Langshans   2.00  3.00 

White  Minorcas   4.00  7.00 

Pennsylvania  State  Fair,  Wyandotte  Chicks,  1st 

on  Breeding  Pen,  1st  on  Cockerel,  1st  on  Pullet. 
Bucks  County   Agricultural  Society,  Mr.  Beale, 

Judge,  1st  and  2nd  on  Pair. 
Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  2nd  on  Breeding  Pen  Chicks,  all 

pens  competing.  M.  H.  EE11>Y, 

Blooming  Glen,  Pa. 


Ten  cents  in  silver  (or  two-cent  stamps)  and 
have  your  address  placed  on  Folger's 
Name  Directory  (2nd  edition)  which  goes  to  pub- 
lishers and  card  printers  all  over  the  U.  S.  and  Can., 
who  will  send  you  free,  Samples,  Papers,  Books, 
Magazines,  Poultry  Papers,  Works  of  Art  and 
Chromo  Cards  ot  ev  ery  description.  To  all  subscribers 
of  this  paper  and  everybody  else  that  want  sample 
copies  of  Poultry  Papers,  Chromosof  Prize  Poultry, 
etc.,  from  all  over  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  freeI  Send 
at  once.  Don't  wait,  you  will  be  too  late.  To  press, 
March  15th,  1888.  W  rite  address  plain.  All  who  send 
will  receive  a  copy  of  the  Directory  soon  as  published, 
free.  Address  M.  C  FuLGER.P.  O.  Box  F,  Gran- 
ville, Washington  Co.,  is  . Y.     (Mention  this  paper. ) 

THE  KEYSTONE  INCUBATOR. 

The  only  reliable 
Incubator  in  the 
world.  Guaranteed 
tobe  fully  automatic 
and  warranted  to 
give  entire  satisfac- 
tion. For  full  par- 
ticulars or  referenc 
call  on  or  address 
the  undersigned, 
where  machines  can 
be  seen  in  operation. 

Keystone 
Incubator  Co., 

2433  North  Sixth  St, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES. 

Dr.  C.  M.  D.,  Range.  O— I  have  two  Hondan 
hens  that  were  about  two-thirds  dark  when 
young,  and  were  extra  good  ones.  They  are  now 
three  years  old,  and  as  they  get  lighter  at  each 
month,  they  are  nearly  two  thirds  white.  Will 
they  breed  any  lighter  now  than  when  they  were 
younger  and  darker? 

Houdans  become  lighter  with  age,  but  the 
chicks  will  be  as  dark  as  those  from  younger 
stock. 

A.  M.  R.,  Pillow,  Pa.— How  many  ducks  can 
be  kept  with  one  active  drake  ? 
Six. 

C.  B.  W.,  Hartford,  Kan. — A  poultryman. in 
Missouri  sent  me  a  Toulouse  goose  with  a  white 
breast,  and  the  flight  feathers  in  both  wings  are 
white.  Now,  what  I  want  to  know  is  does  this 
disqualify  ? 

It  does  not  disqualify,  but  is  objectionable. 

W.  A.  K.,  Salem,  N.  H.— I  have  twenty-two 
Pekin  ducks.  The  eggs  came  from  three  differ- 
ent places— nine  drakes  and  thirteen  ducks. 
How  many  drakes  will  it  take  for  those  ducks? 
Ought  they  to  be  kept  together?  Or  should  the 
different  kinds  be  kept  separate  ?  How  should 
they  be  fed  to  lay  early?  Do  they  keep  young 
ducks  in  brooders  the  same  as  they  do  chickens? 

Six  drakes  to  one  duck  is  sufficient.  They  may 
be  kept  together,  but  drakes  should  not  be  related 
to  females.  Feed  on  steamed  chopped  hay. 
cooked  potatoes,  with  some  animal  food,  such  as 
ground  meat.  Young  ducks  are  raised  in  brood- 
ers the  same  as  chicks. 

R.  H.,  Seymour,  Ind.— Are  Wyandottes  having 
white  on  the  ear-lobes  considered  impure,  or  not? 
A  white  spot  does  not  denote  impurity. 

R.  W.  R., Bennington  Center,  Vt— I  have  a 
Brown  Leghorn  wliose  comb  is  turning  very 
dark.  He  goes  around  but  is  not  in  best  condi- 
tion. What  shall  I  give  him? 

It  is  impossible  to  make  any  intelligent  sug- 
gestion with  such  imperfect  description  of  symp- 
toms. 

M.  W.,  Doylestown,  O.— How  long  should  the 
Douglass  Mixture  be  given  at  one  time,  and  how 
much  ?  Think  more  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
every  issue. 

Only  give  it  when  birds  are  debilitated.  A 
teaspoonful  in  each  quart  of  drinking  water  is 
sufficient. 

M.  C.  H., Wilmington,  Del.— I  have  a  hen  with 
chicks  and  she  has  sores  on  her  head,  but  she 
doe's  not  seem  to  be  sick  and  eats.  The  chicks 
^seem  to  be  catching  the  disease  also. 

A  skin  disease.  Anoint  with  a  few  drops  of 
a  mixture  of  10  drops  carbolic  acid  in  a  table- 
spoon of  glycerine  once  a  day. 

E.  B.,  Shortsville,  N.Y.— Will  some  of  the  many 
readers  inform  a  subscriber  to  the  Poultry 
Keeper  how  to  manage  Pekin  ducks  through 
the  winter,  i.  e.  1.  How  to  feed  ?  2.  What  to 
feed?  3.  What  kind  of  a  house  should  they  have? 

1.  What  time  should  they  commence  to  lay  ? 

1.  Give  cooked  potatoes  with  chopped  hay, 
(scalded)  and  ground  meat,  twice  a  day.  2.  Feed 
all  they  will  eat.  3.  A  warm  house  with  a  dry 
floor.  4.  About  February. 

H.  H.M..  New  Oxford,  Pa.— 1.  How  much  will 
a  Plymouth  Rock  rooster  weigh  at  ten  weeks  old? 

2.  How  young  will  Plymouth  Rock  and  Brown 
Leghorn  hens  begin  to  lay  on  an  average?  3.  A 
good  receipt  for  diarrhea  in  youug  chicks  about 
two  weeks  old  ? 

I.  Two  pounds.  2.  Brown  Leghorns  at  five 
months,  P.  Rocks  at  from  six  to  eight  months. 

3.  Ground  Saffron,  14,  ounce,  gentian  %  ounce, 
red  pepper  10  grains.  Give  a  thimble  full  twice 
a  day. 

R.  H.  D..  Port  Huron,  Mich.— I  have  just  re- 
ceived a  trio  of  Light  Brahmas  from  Peter  Fer- 
guson. Renfew,  Scotland.  The  birds  have  a 
very  heavy  tuft  of  feathers,  such  as  we  would 
style  vulture  hock.  The  feathers  on  toes  are 
very  heavy,  light  and  black  ones.  Outside  of 
those  two  points  they  are  beauties.  I  am  not 
posted  on  Scotch  Importations  but  am  told  that 
they  are  as  required  by  the  English  Standard. 
How  is  it  ? 

They  are  according  to  the  English  Standard, 
•which  allows  vulture  hocks,  in  order  to  secure 
heavy  leg  feathering. 

R.  H.  C,  Dennisport.  Mass.— Please  let  me 
know  where  I  can"  procure  a  good  moisture 
gauge  and  the  cost. 

Address  J.  L.  Campbell,  W.  Elizabeth,  Pa. 
The  price  is  25  cents. 


F.  M.,  St.  Thomas,  Can.— Would  you  think  it 
advisable  to  breed  with  a  cockerel  with  a  crook- 
ed comb? 

It  is  best  to  avoid  all  such  imperfections. 

S.  A.  C,  Morrison,  Iowa.— Before  I  build  my 
poultry  house  and  yards,  I  would  like  to  know,if 
I  would  have  much  trouble  with  my  fowls  fight- 
ing, if  I  should  make  the  lower  part  of  the  parti- 
tion of  wire  netting? 

Have  the  bottom  of  boards,  two  feet  high,  as 
they  will  pick  each  other  through  wire. 

Subscriber.— Can  you  tell  me  where,  I  can  get, 
and  the  price  of  a  book  called  "Twenty  Years  in 
the  Poultry  Yard?"  I  think  that  is  the  name. 

Address  James  Rankin,  South  Easton,  Mass. 

J.  M.  O,  Evansville,  Ind.— I  have  a  little 
brown  hen  with  double  comb,  a  beauty,  that 
laid  her  68th  egg  to-day.  Don't  know  what  kind 
she  is,  but  she  surely  is  a  splendid  hen  of  some 
kind.  She  is  the  cause  of  my  sending  for  your 
paper.   What  is  she  ? 

She  is  probably  a  rose-comb  Brown  Leghorn, 
or  a  cross  therefrom. 

D.  S.  D.,  York,  Neb.— How  long  after  all 
varieties  of  chickens  have  been  running  together 
at  large  will  it  Tje,  after  yarding  them  bv  them- 
selves, before  the  eggs  will  be  perfectly  pure  for 
setting  purposes  ? 

It  is  safe  to  allow  three  weeks  or  a  month. 

S.  M.,  Bluff  Springs,  111— 1.  How  many  chick- 
ens can  be  kept  conveniently  in  a  pen  8x12  ?  2. 
How  would  it  do  to  heat  a  poultry  house  by 
having  a  furnace  at  one  end  and  tiling  to  run 
under  ground  to  chimney  at  other  end  ?  I  like 
your  paper  very  well. 

1.  If  kept  busy  a  flock  of  one  dozen  hens  may 
be  accommodated.  2.  The  method  is  often  used 
successfully. 

J.  J.  T.,  Pinnacle,  N.  Y.— Will  you  please  tell 
me  in  your  paper  if  any  Leghorn  fowls  other 
than  Brown  ana  White  are  in  the  lists? 

Yes — Black  and  Dominick. 

A.  M.  H..  Niles,  Mich.— At  a  county  fair  held 
here,  the  publisher  of  the  Niles  Democrat  offered  ! 
a  special  prize  of  $5.00  for.  the  best  exhibit  of 
poultry.  One  competitor  for  the  prize  exhibited 
a  pair  each  of  pure  pred  B.  B.  R.  Game  fowls, 
Brown  Leghorn  fowls  and  Light  Brannia  fowls; 
two  pair  Light  Brahma  chicks,  two  pair  Brown 
Leghorn  chicks,  one  pair  each  of  Plymouth  Rock 
chicks,White  Leghorn  chicks,  Langshan  chicks, 
and  two  pair  B.  B.R.  Game  Bantam  chicks  and 
three  Light  Brahma  hens.  The  other  exhibitor 
had  eight  coops  of  various  kinds  of  Pit  Games, 
two  pair  fowls  and  the  rest  chicks.  In  your 
judgment  would  the  latter  be  entitled  to  the 
prize,  or  should  they  be  ruled  out  for  not  being 
purebred.  Could  any  judge  give  the  latter  the 
prize? 

If  the  prize  is  for  the  best  exhibit  of  poultry  it 
includes  Pit  Games,  Turkeys,  Ducks,  and 
Geese.  If  the  prize  is  for  pure  bred  chickens 
the  Pit  Game  is  not  included,  (according  to  the 
Standard)  as  it,  though  pure  bred,  is  not  bred 
to  any  standard,  as  two  strains  of  Pit  Games,  of 
different  colors,  may  be  crossed,  and  yet  be  Pit 
Gaines. 

G.  W.  H.,  Lynn,  Mass. — Is  there  any  way  to 
tell  the  difference  in  the  age  of  a  one  year  old 
hen  and  a  two  year  old  hen? 

The  hen  has  a  more  fully  developed  body,  the 
legs  are  rougher,  and  some  of  them  have  spurs 
quite  long.  The  older  the  hen  the  more  likely 
the  comb  and  wattles  are  rough  or  injured, 
while  the  general  plumage  is  not  as  clear  and 
bright  as  that  of  a  younger  hen,  nor  are  the  elder 
hens  as  active  or  sprightly. 

C.  S.  P.,  Valparaiso,  Ind.— On  the  10th  inst.  I 
placed  under  two  hens  10  L.  B.  eggs  from  my 
two  best  hens — '85  hatch, — and  5  L.  B.  eggs  from 

Eullets  (and  their  first  eggs  at  that).  Now,  the 
ens  and  pullets  are  from  the  same  pen,  and 
mated  with  a  cock  three  years  old.  Every  hen's 
egg  proved  to  be  rotten,  and  every  pullet's  egg 
hatched.  Can  you  account  for  such  a  thing?  I 
have  had  it  suggested  to  me  that  eggs  laid  early 
would  not  hatch  unless  the  hens  were  fed  sul- 
phur, but  I  cannot  understand  why  the  pullets' 
eggs  should  be  fertile  and  not  the  hens'  when 
they  had  the  same  feed. 

The  hens  were  fat  while  the  pullets  were  not, 
the  growth  having  caused  a  greater  appropria- 
tion of  food  to  the  system.  Hens  always  fatten 
more  readily  than  pullets.  The  sulphur  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

J.  W.  N.,  North  Conway.  N.  H.— 1.  We  have  a 
building  50  feet  long.  Could  we  successfully 
raise  chicks  in  one  part  and  keep  laying  heus  in 
the  other  if  it  was  partitioned  off  ?  2.  Isitneces- 
sary  to  have  a  building  warm  in  which  a  brooder 


with  chicks  is  placed(artificially  in  winter)  ?  3. 
Where  can  I  get  the  Gross  lamp  and  how  much' 
does  it  cost  ? 

1.  It  is  best  not  to  have  hens  in  the  same  build- 
ing, for  fear  of  lice.  2.  No ;  the  escape  heat  from 
the  brooders  is  sufficient.  3.  It  is  no  longer  made. 

C.  A.  G.,  Martinsville,  N.  Y.— Can  you  inform 
me  how  to  take  the  seeds  from  the  sunflower.  I 
have  about  one-eighth  of  an  acre  of  the  Russian, 
and  would  like  to  know  the  quickest  way  to 
loosen  the  seed  ? 

They  must  be  flailed  out  on  the  barn  floor  in 
very  dry  weather. 


Breaking1  Up  Sitters. 

S.  V.  BECKWITH,  WINSTED,  CONN. 

I  have  seen  many  plans  recommended,  and 
most  of  them  are  both  ridiculous  and  cruel. 
Such,  for  instance,  as  making  them  stand  in 
water,  ducking  in  water,  tying  red  rags,  or  other 
"scarecrows.''  to  the  legs.  &c.  Even  the  quiet 
common  method  of  confining  the  hen  in  a  close 
coop  with  a  vigorous  cock,  is  quite  likely  to  cause 
the  poor  biddy  to  be  needlessly  worried  and 
abused. 

I  will  give  yeu  my  plan,  which  I  have  found, 
by  years  of  practical  experiment,  to  be  the  best. 
I  take  two  disks,  made  of  pine  boards,  one  inch 
thick,  and  about  the  size  of  common  barrel 
heads,  and  place  them  on  edges,  about  two  feet 
apart,  and  nail  laths  from  one  to  the  other,  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  apart,  making  a  circular  cage, 
which  will  stand  on  end,  like  a  drum,  and  be 
open  lattice  all  round.  Cut  a  square  piece  out  of 
one  end,  (which  will  be  the  top),  to  serve  for  a 
door,  and  the  cage  is  ready.  I  put  the  hen,  or 
two,  or  three  of  them,  if  I  have  them  sitting,  and 
wisli  to  "break  them  up,"'  and  place  the  cage 
in  the  middle  of  the  yard,  or,  if  the  weather 
is  cold,  on  the  hen  house  floor,  give 
them  plenty  of  grain  and  fresh  water,  and 
leave  them  ;  two  or  three  days  is  usually  all  that 
is  required  with  the  most  obstinate  sitters.  It 
will  not  do  to  put  the  cage  in  a  covner,  or  in  a 
dark  or  quiet  place,  but  m  the-middle  of  the 
yard  or  house,  in  a  bright  light,  for  then  the 
other  fowls  are  constantly  moving  around  them, 
and  the  sitters  are  so  constantly  disturbed,  and 
the  conditions  are  so  unfavorable  for  incubation, 
that  they  seem  to  forget  all  about  it.  The  plan 
is  so  effective,  without  being  in  any  way  cruel  or 
irritating,  that  I  think  many  of  your  readers  may 
be  benefited  by  giving  it  a  trial.  I  make  the 
cage  round  because  I  happen  to  have  the  use  of 
a  band  saw  convenient  to  make  the  heads,  but  a 
square  box  will  serve  quite  as  well,  the  essential 
condition  being  that  it  must  be  open  on  all  four 
sides.  Being  well  fed  all  the  time  the  hens  come 
from  the  ca'ge  in  fine  condition,  and,  as  a  rule, 
will  "get  back  to  business"  sooner  than  if  they 
are  broken  up  by  being  worried  or  starved. — 
[An  excellent  and  humane  method  which  de- 
serves a  trial  by  all  who  object  to  cruelty— Ed.] 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 

If  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew. — This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
nope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50centpapers. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try' Keeper  one  year  and  their  choice  of  these 
books,  "Poultry  for  Profit,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  YoungChicks,  by  P.  H.  Jacobs 
"Architecture  Simplified."  If  you  are  already  a 
subscriber,  send  us  one  new  subscriber  and  60 
cents  and  have  the  book  sent  to  yourself,  or 
three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80  and  get  all  the 
books. 

The  Poly'Opticon. — This  is  a  new  and  valua- 
ble premium.  It  transfers  pictures  and  photo- 
graphs to  canvas  similar  to  a  magic  lantern,  ex- 
cept that  the  pictures  do  not  have  to  be  on  glass. 
You  can  use  any  picture  or  chromo  card.  Will 
keep  your  children  at  home  in  the  evening,  and 
they  can  easily  run  around  to  the  neighbors  and 
get'the  seventeen  new  subscribers  to  Poultry 
Keeper  and  earn  it. 

Seventy  Cents— For  this  small  sum  we  will 
send  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year  and  a  copy 
of  Scribner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  price  35  cts., 
or  Fisher's  Grain  Tables,  price  40  cents.  Either 
of  these  are  substantially  bound,  and  of  use  to 
every  person  interested  in  those  subjects. 

Five  Cents.— The  Temperance  Yolume  will 
be  valued  by  all  interested  in  this  foremost  of 
all  subjects.  One  Thousand  Facts  is  a  book  well 
worth  the  30  cents  to  all.  Kendall's  Horse  Book 
is  valuable  to  all  horse  owners.  If  any  friend  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper  will  add  five  cents  to  their 
subscription  to  cover  postage,  &c,  we  will  pre- 
sent them  their  choice  of  these  three  books,  or 
add  15  cents,  and  get  the  whole  three. 
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Poultry  Lice. 

As  special  causes  and  remedies  for  lice,  corres- 
pondents of  the  New  York  Tribune  give  their 
views.  One  of  them  states  : 

We  have  two  species  of  hen  lice,  one  a  body- 
louse  that  inhabits  the  body  of  the  hen  from  the 
time  it  hatches  from  the  nit  until  its  death;  the 
other  inhabiting  the  body  of  the  fowl  only  at 
night,  leaving  k  after  gorging  itself  with  blood 
and  spending  the  day  in  the  droppings  or  in  the 
crevices  of  the  building.  The  first-mentioned  is 
longer-bodied  and  mote  active  than  the  second, 
which  has  a  round  body,  red  in  the  morning 
when  filled  with  blood,  and 
gray  in  the  evening  while 
lasting.   I  have  had  Con- 
siderable experience  try- 
ing to  exterminate  what 
I     term    the  hen-house 
louse ;    I    have    li  a  d 
half-grown  chickens  bled 
to  death  in  one  night  by 
the  little  leeches.  Thor- 
oughly whitewashing  the 
inside  of  the  house  with 
Ifesh-slaked  lime.and  dust- 
ing the   nests  with  dry 
lime  and  sulphur  I  found 
effectual  for  a  short  time, 
perhaps  two   weeks,  but 
they    would    return  as 
numerous  as  before.  Last 
summer    1    scalded  the 
perches  and  all  crevices 
near  the  perches  with  boil- 
ing water  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  That  kept 
them  thinned  down  so  they 
did  no  harm,  but  there  was 
too  much  work  about  it. 
This  summer  I  think  I 
struck  it  right.  Early  in 
the    season,  before  the 
pests  began  to  hatch  out 
I  limed  my  henhouse  and 
nests    and   wrapped  the 
perches  with  tarred  paper, 
(building  paper  thorough- 
ly saturated  with  coal  tar), 
and  up  to  now,  September  1,  there  has  not  been 
a  louse  inmy  hen-house  or  in  a  nest. 

Though  I  have  raised  poultry  more  or  less  for 
thirty  years  I  had  the  most  trouble  with  lice  and 
poultry,  or  jigger  fleas,  about  six  years  ago  For 
a  time  they  prevaded  perches,  nests  and  dwell 
ing  in  such  numbers  as  almost  to  make  life  a 
burden.  I  tried  sulphur,  lime,  kerosene,  and 
several  other  remedies  without  effect.  At  last  I 
procured  carbolic  acid,  25  per  cent,  purity,  and 
putting  about  a  tablespoonful  in  a  bucket  of 
water  washed  the  perches,  the  sides  of  the 
poultry  house,  and  wet  the  nests  with  the  mix- 
■ture.  In  a  little  time  and  with  slight  expense  I 


got  rid  of  the  pests  and  by  an  occasional  use  of 
this  remedy  I  have  not  been  bothered  with  them 
since.  One  gallon  of  the  acid  now  lasts  me  a 
year  and  I  never  mean  to  be  without  it  as  fowl 
lice  are  bail  enough,  but  little  jigger  fleas  are 
very  much  worse. 

Some  flocks  may  have  become  so  infested  and 
weak  from  annoyance  and  loss  of  blood  as  to  be 
unable  to  rid  themselves  of  the  parasites  by  the 
use  of  dust,  but  it  has  never  been  my  misfor- 
tune to  meet  with  such  a  case.  I  would  be  will- 
ing to  pay  a  cent  apiece  for  every  louse  that  can 
be  found  on  my  flock,  old  and  young,  and  they 
never  had  any  other  treatment,  preventive  or 


ing  two    inches    in  a    foot  and  terminat- 
ing   at    the   lower  end    over    a  manure 
apartment.     The    perches    rest    upon  this 
platform  at  the  upper  end  and  there  is  twenty 
inches  of  clear  space  at  the  lower  end.  Dust  is 
shoveled  upon  the  upper  end  of  this  from  the 
ground  below  as  often  as  is  necessary  for  the 
fowls  by  their  own  action  to  keep  the  droppings 
thoroughly  dusted.  If  at  any  time  the  coal  ashes 
are  not  thoroughly  incorporated  into  the  mass 
on  the  ground  a  handful  or  two  of  oats  are 
thrown  upon  them  before  sifting  to  induce 
the  fowls  to  work  the  harder :  and  a  few  hand- 
fuls  thrown  upon  the  head  of  the  platform 
with  the  dust  secures  the 
same  result  up  there.  No 
labor   is   ever  expended 
upon  this  part  of  the  house 
except  what  the  fowls  per- 
form themselves.  The  con- 
struction is  such  that  of  ne- 
cessity they  can  only  move 
the  dust  down  the  slope 
and  the  mass  is  kept  mov- 
ing slowly    toward  the 
manure  pit  below  where  it 
is  mixed  in  with  horse,  cow 
and  hog  manure,  and  con- 
stantly trodden  down  by 
swine.    My  fowls  get  no 
other  whole  grain  except 
the  very  small  quantity 
given  them  as  an  induce- 
ment to  kick  up  more  dust, 
which  they  do  most  effect- 
ually. They  are  willing  to 
do  a  good  deal  of  work  for 
a  little  pay,  and  it  keeps 
them  clean,  healthy,  vigor- 
ous, and  prolific.  Beyond 
the  little  actual  food  which 
they  contain  I  would  not 
pay  ten  cents  for  all  the 
chicken  nostrums  in  the 
market.   Fowls  which  are 
provided  for  in  accordance 
with  their  natural  require- 
ments do  not  need  any  in- 
secticides, medicines, 

LIGHT  BR  AH  MAS. —Owned  by  Misses  Williams  &  Mollyneaux,  Hammonton,  N.  J.  stimulants. 


or 


remedial.  Lice  cannot  breed  in  any  considera. 
ble  numbers  where  the  fowls  are  provided  with 
the  means  for  thoroughly  dusting  themselves 
and  their  apartments.  It  is  their  soap  and 
water,  and  as  necessary  to  their  cleanliness  and 
protection  from  vermin  as  soap  is  to  rhe  dirtiest 
artisans.  I  use  it  by  the  wagonload,  in  fact  I 
put  two  wagonloads  into  my  fowl  house  at  the 
spring  cleaning  and  then  supplement  it  every 
day  in  winter  with  sifted  coal  ashes  fresh  from 
the  stoves.  Every  dropping  in  my  fowl  house  is 
immediately  covered  into  the  dust  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  fowls  themselves.  The  perches  are 
in  the  top  of  the  house  over  a  platform  slop- 


Misses  Williams  &  Mollyneaux's  Yards. 

These  two  famous  ladies,  known  as  the  owners 
of  the  "House  that  does  the  Work,"  given  in  our 
April  number,  and  who  know  how  to  hatch  and 
raise  broilers,  also  keep  fine  flocks  of  Light 
Brahmas  and  Black-breasted  Fed  Games.  They 
are  careful  breeders,  and  will  not  have  anything 
around  them  in  the  shape  of  poultry  unless  they 
are  satisfied  of  merit  being  a  dominant  quality. 
They  have  been  very  successful  with  incubators, 
and  those  desiring  an  incubator  of  300  eggs  can 
get  one  cheap  by  addressing  them,  as  they  have 
an  extra  one  to  dispose  of.  They  also  have  a  few 
young  Brahmas  and  Games  for  sale  cheap,  in 
order  to  thin  out  stock. 
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PRICES  FOR  THE  WHOLE  YEAR. 

We  give  the  prices  for  the  whole  year  of  1887, 
so  that  our  readers  can  refer  to  any  month,  thus 
indicating  which  months  may  be  the  best  for 
certain  kinds.  Keep  it  for  reference— paste 
them  up.  We  give  for  New  York,  both  1886  and 
1887.  These  quotations  were  sent  us  every  day, 
and  we  saved  them, ;  so  as  to  put  them  al- 
together now.  We  did  not  getprices  for  January 
of  1886,for  New  York.  The  prices  are  per  pound, 
so  keep  that  in  view,  in  order  to  make  no  mis- 
take. Bear  in  mind  that  the  highest  prices  are 
for  best  stock  only. 

New  York  City. 

DRESSED  BROILERS. 

[Quotations  furnished  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Well,  333 
Washington  street.] 

1886  1887 
Jan.  3— Large  ex.  chickens  15  to  16 

"  11—3  lbs  per  pair  "  25 

•'  28.-3  to  3%  lbs.  per  pair 
28.— 4  to  5 


25 
18 
27 
23 
20 


Feb.  8.— 3to3K 

4  to  5 
Feb.  18.— 3  to  3K 

4  to  5 
Feb.  27.-2  to  3 

3  to  4 
Mar.  5.-2  to  3 

4  to  5 
Mar.  22.-2  to  3 

3  to  4 

4  to  5 

Mar  25.— 2  to  3     "     "    "  30  1 

3  to  4     "     "    "  25  ' 

4  to  5  "  "  "  20  ' 
Light  Roasters  16  ' 

Apr.  2.-2  to  3     lbs.  per  pair  35  1 

3to4     "     "     "  28 

4  to  5     "     "    "  22 

Light  roasters  18  ' 

Apr.  15.— 2  to  3    lbs.  per  pair  45 

3  to  4     "     "     "  35 

4  to  5  "  "  '■  25 
Boasting  chickens  19 

Apr.28.— 2  to  3    lbs.  per  pair  45  1 

3  to  4     "     "     "  35  ' 

4  to  5  "  "  "  25 
Boasters  19 

May  1.— 2  to  3    lbs.  per  pair  40 

3  to  4     "     "    "  30 

4  to  5     "     "    "  25 
May  6— 2 to 3     "     "    "  40 

3  to  4     "     "    "  30 

4  to  6     "     "    "  25 
May  17— 2  to  3     "     "    "  50 

Springs,  scalded  40 

May  20.— 2  to  3    lbs.  per  pair  50 

Scalded  40 

May  28.— Springs,  large  45 

small  35 

"     scalded  30 

Western,  dry  picked  28 

"      scalded  25 

June  4.— Springs,  large  42 

small  30 
scalded.large  26 
"     small  20 

Western,  dry  picked  25 

"       scalded  18 

June  11.— Springs.large  28 

small  22 
"  scalded.large  18 
"        "  smalll5 

June  18.— Springs,  large  28 

"      small  20 

"      scalded  15 
June  25.— Springs,  large,  extra  30 
25 


24 
20 
27 
18 
27 
18 

25  to  27  27 
18  "  22  17 
30  27 
22  17 
30  40 
25  25 
21  22 
35  40 
28  25 
24  22 
18  18 


mixed 
small 
Western 
scalded 


21 
18 
17 


July  2.— Springs,  large,  extra  26 

mixed  23 

"      small  21 

"      scalded  18 

July  9. — Springs,  large,  extra  19 


mixed 
small 
scalded 


17 
14 

10 


40  40  ' 

32  25  1 

25  22  ' 

19  18  ' 
50  50  ' 
40  35  1 
30  25  1 
22  20  ' 
50  50  ' 
40  35  ' 
30  25  ' 
22  20  ' 
45  60 
35  45 
28  30 
45  52 
35  40 
28  25 
52  45 

'  45  30 

55  50 

48  30 

50  40 

40  37 

32  25 

35  25 

30  20 

45  42 

37  33 

28  25 

22  18 
32  22 
25  18 

32  25 
25  20 

20  15 

17  14 
30  23 
25  18 

18  14 

33  27 
28  24 

23  20 
22  16 

19  14 

■  28  27 
'  25  24 

22  22 

1  20  19 

■  20  27 
1  18  24 

16  22 

13  19 


1 ft  ' 

Id 

'    1 7 
It 

ift  * 

10 

•    1 Q 
lo 

10 

10 

10 

t  17 
Li 

1U 

L  11 
11 

1Q  * 
lo 

t  14. 
14: 

1ft  * 
±0 

t  IT 
1/ 

1  ft  t 
10 

•    1 Q 

io 

10 

'  1ft 
10 

1 Q  » 
lo 

*     1  K 

10 

1U 

il 

i  n  ' 
1U 

'   1 1 
11 

1 K  » 

10 

ift  * 

10 

*  17 
If 

1 1  ' 
lo 

'  1^ 

10 

1 Q  4 

lo 

■  i  ^ 

10 

ft  ' 

o 

y 

Q  4 

'   1 A 
1U 

"14.  ' 

*  i  ^ 

lO 

ift  * 

10 

4  17 
1( 

12  4 

12  4 

'  15 

t  25 

i  ^  • 

10 

fc  ift 

ID 

k  1 3 

lO 

ii 

lo 

12  ' 

4  13 

15  4 

4  16 

10  4 

4  11 

13  4 

'  14 

8  4 

4  9 

7  4 

4  8 

15  ' 

'  16 

11  4 

1  15 

12  4 

4  14 

11  4 

4  12 

9  4 

4  10 

9  4 

4  10 

13  4 

4  14 

12  4 

4  14 

11  4 

4  12 

11  1 

4  12 

7  4 

4  8 

9  4 

4  10 

12  4 

4  14 

11  4 

4  12 

9  1 

4  10 

July  16.— Springs,  large,  extra  20  "  22  26 


mixed 
small 
scalded 


19  24 
16  20 
15  17 


July  26.— Springs,  large,  extra  21  "  22  21 


mixed 
"  small 
"  scalded 
Aug.  6.— Springs,  large,  extra 
"  mixed 
"  small 
"  scalded 
Aug  13.— Springs,  large,  extra 
"  mixed 
"  small 
"  scalded 
Aug.27.— Springs,  large,  extra 
"  mixed 
"  scalded 
#ep.  10.— Springs,  large,  extra  16 
"     mixed  15 
"     scalded  10 


20  18 

18  16 
16  14 
20  16 

19  12 
16  11 

15  9 
18  23 

16  21 
14  19 
11  17 
18  18 

16  16 
14  14 

17  17 
16  15 
11  10 


Sep.  24.— Springs, large,  extra 

"  mixed 

"  scalded 
Oct.  8.— Springs,  large,  extra 

"  mixed 

"  scalded 
Oct.  13.— Springs,  large,  extra 

"  mixed 

"  scalded 
Oct.  22.— Springs,  large,  extra 

'•  mixed 
Nov.  5.— Springs,  large,  extra 

"  mixed 
Nov.26.— Chickens.large,  extra 

"  mixed 
Fowls,  prime 
Dec.  3. — Chickens,large, extra 

"  mixed 
Fowls,  choice 
Dec.10.— Chickens,large,extra 

"  mixed 
Fowls,  choice 
Dec.  23.— Chickens,  choice 

"  good 
Fowls,  choice 
By  reference  to  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that 
broilers  were  highest  in  April  and  May,  and  de- 
pended also  upon  the  weight,  but  the  prices  kept 
up  well  until  August.  We  place  the  prices  of 
fowls  in  November  and  December  quotations  so 
that  fowls  and  chickens  may  be  compared.  A 
"chicken"  is  about  three  or  four  pounds  weight. 
The  above  prices  were  per  pound,  and  were  for 
dressed  stock. 

Live  broilers  were  not  quoted  until  April  19th, 
the  prices  being  then  from  65  to  $1.12  per  pair 
(no  weights  given).  In  May  they  were  from  65 
to  $1.25  per  pair;  June,  22  to  28  cents  per  pound, 
for  large,  and  16  to  18  cents  for  small ;  July  found 
them  from  15  to  20  cents  per  pound,  according  to 
size ;  August  brought  them  down  to  12  cents  per 
pound.  November  and  December  placed  them 
at  the  same  prices  as  fowls. 

Capons  find  a  ready  sale  at  some  seasons,  but 
they  were  always  quoted  dressed.  February 
selected  and  large  capons  sold  for  18  to  19  cents 
per  pound,  but  small  ones  and  slips  sold  at  15 
to  17  cents.  In  March  prices  were  20  to  21  cents 
for  large,  with  17  to  18  for  small  and  slips.  April 
2nd  they  were  22  to  23  cents  for  large.  April  15th 
found  them  at  28  to  30  cents  for  large  and  24  to  26 
for  small,  May  1st  they  had  fallen  to  21  cents  for 
large  and  20  cents  for  small,  with  slips  selling  at 
17  to  19  cents.  After  May  no  prices  were  quoted. 

Ducks  seam  to  hold  at  one  rate,  as  a  rule. Live 
ducks  were  about  50  to  75  per  pair  for  old  ones, 
and  60  to  90  per  pair  for  spring  (young)  ducks, 
in  February,  with  no  change  till  April  9th  when 
old  ones  sold  for  60  to  75  cents  per  pair  and 
springs  from  70  to  $1.00  per  pair.  Springs  then 
went  out  of  the  market  in  May,  old  ones  selling 
in  June  at  50  to  65  cents  per  pair,  getting  down 
to  40  and  50  cents  in  July.  August  found  them 
at  45  to  75  cents  per  pair  for  Western  and  65  to 
$1.05  for  nearby.  Frices  were  well  up  all  the 
time,  but  about  June  1st  seems  to  be  the  best 
period  for  spring  (young)  ducks,  May  and  June 
prices  being  from  20  to  30  cents  per  pound,  with 
from  12  to  16  after  that  time,  for  dressed  stock. 
It  first-class  ducks,  weighing  five  pounds,  at  ten 
weeks  old,  are  sent,  good  prices  will  be  obtained. 

Geese  fluctuate  but  very  little.  Fine  geese  sell 
at  from  $1.00  to  $1.50  per  pair,  in  February,  and 
at  10  to  12  cents  for  choice  dressed,  per  pound. 
Geese  are  purchased  mostly  by  our  Jewish 
citizens,  who  prefer-them  alive. 

Eggs. — We  quote  prices  for  each  month  for 
1887.  for  hen,  duck  and  goose  eggs,  which  will 
show  for  only  one  day  in  each  month.  Of  course 
prices  varied  during  the  months,  but  we  give 
only  a  comparison,  as  follows : 


Jan..—  . 

Feb.— Ordinary  . 

Strictly  fresh 
Mar.— Fresh 
April—  " 
May  —  " 
June—  " 
July  —  " 
Aug.—  " 
Sept.—  " 
Oct.  —  "  -. 
Nov.  —  " 
Dec.  —  " 


.  25  to  30 
17  "  20 

.  22  "  23 
14  "  16 


12 
11 
11 


13 
12 
12 


14  "  15 
13  "  14 


17  "  20 

20  "  22 
22  "  25 
27  '•  30 

Duck  eggs  in  April  sold  at  —  to  —  cents,  and 
in  May  at  —  to  —  cents. 


"Small  sized  broilers  are  wanted  only  from  last 
of  February  to  June,  then  larger  sized  for 
roasters.  Broilers  bring  the  highest  price  during 
the  month  of  April,  and  should  weigh  not  over 
1%  lbs.  to  the  pair.  These  during  that  month 
need  not  be  drawn  or  headed ;  simply  bleed  in- 
the  mouth  and  remove  feathers,  as  we  use  mostly 
at  that  time  for  New  York  trade.  Through  the 
Fall  and  Winter  months  we  sell  poultry  mostly 
on  commission  of  5  per  cent.  Remember  all 
poultry  must  be  dry  picked.  We  can  do  nothing 
with  scalded  and  cannot  receive  it.  Live  poultry 
is  wanted  mostly  from  1st  of  April  until  middle 
of  November.  If  parties  wish  to  ship  us  fancy 
eggs  at  highest  prices,  the  eggs  must  be  perfectly 
clean,  of  good  size,  and  depended  upon  as  strictly 
fresh :  Dark  Brown  ones  command  a  few  cents 
per  dozen  more  than  light  brown  or  white." 

DRESSED  STOCK. 

[Quotations  furnished  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Budd' 
&  Son,  48  and  49  Chatham  street.] 


Jan.  20.— Large  chickens 
Fowls,  choice 
Ducks 
Turkeys 
Geese 
Eggs 

Feb.  3.— Chickens,  choice 
Fowls,  choice 
Ducks,  " 
Geese 
Turkeys 


GROWN  CHICKENS. 


February 

March 

April 

May  . 

June 

July  . 

August  . 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 


Dressed 

Alive 

10  to  11 

8  to  9 

12  "  13 

10  "  12 

13  "  14 

13  "  14 

12  "  13 

10  "  11 

9  "  10 

8  "  9 

13  "  14 

10  "  11 

10  "  12 

8  "  9 

11  "  12 

10  "  11 

10  "  11 

8  "  9 

9  "  10 

8  "  9 

.  7  "  9 

6  "  7 

Boston  Market. 


Mar. 


Feb.  17.— Chickens,  large 
Fowls,  choice 
Ducks 
Geese 
Turkeys 
Eggs 

Feb.  24.— Chickens,  large 
Fowls 
Turkeys 
Ducks 
Eggs 

4.— Same  as  on  February  24th. 
Mar.  15. — Chickens,  choice 
Fowls,  choice 
Turkeys 
Eggs 

Mar.  31. — Chickens,  choice 
Fowls,  choice 
Turkeys 
Eggs 

Duck  eggs 
Apr.  14.— Broilers,  2^  to  3  lbs.  per  pair 
Fowls,  choice 
Fowls  (live) 
Eggs 

Apr.  22.— Broilers,  2J£  to  3  lbs.  per  pair 
Fowls,  choice 
Fowls  (live) 
Turkeys 
Eggs 

Duck  eggs 
May  5.— Broilers,  2%  to  3  lbs.  per  pair 
Fowls 

(live) 


May  19 
June  9. 


14  to  15- 
9  "  10 
9  "  10' 

13  "  14 

8  "  12". 
30  "  32 

14  "  15 

9  1  10- 
9  "  12 
9  "  12' 

13  "  14 
30  "  32: 


Junel3 
July  21, 


Duck  eggs 

Goose  eggs 
.—Broilers,  2%  to  3%  lbs.  per  pair 

Fowls,  choice 

Turkeys 

Eggs 
—Chickens,  spring 

Fowls,  choice 

Live  spring  chickens 

Eggs 
—Same  as  June  9th 
.—Chickens,  spring 

"  (live) 

Fowls 

(live) 


Eggs 

July  28.— Chickens,  spring 


Fowls,  choice 

"  (live) 

Ducks 

"  (alive) 
Eggs 

Aug.  5.— Chickens,  large 
Fowls,  choice 
Ducks 


(live) 


The  quotations  are  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce price  list,  and  as  used  by  Messrs.  Budd  & 
Son,  who  give  these  directions  in  shipping: 


Aug.12.— Chickens,  large 

(live) 

Fowls 

"  (alive) 
Eggs 

Aug.26.— Chickens,  large 
Fowls 
Ducks 
Eggs 

Sept.  6.— Chickens,  large 
Fowls 
Eggs 
—Same  as  Sept.  6th 
■Same  as  Sept.  6th 
Chickens,  choice 
Fowls 
Turkeys 
Ducks 
Live  fowls 
Eggs         -.  . 
Oct.  17.— Chickens,  choice 
Fowls 
Turkeys 


Sep.  16.- 
Sep.  26.- 
Oct.  10.- 


15 
11 

12 
12 
14 

2/> 
16- 
12: 
IS 
8: 
19- 

IS 
15 
12 
19 
18 
15 
13 
16 


26  "  27 
37  "  40 


16 

10  "  11 
12  "  14 
—  '•  40 
15  "  16 

11  "  12 

12  "  14 

13  "  15. 

19  "  20 
40  "  45 
15  "  16 

11  "  12 

14  "  18- 
17  "  1& 
34  "  35 
37  "  4"- 

15  "  16 

12  "  14 

13  "  14 
30  "  35 

14  "  15- 

20  "  25- 

15  "  16- 


25 
17 
15 
11 
17 
23 
15 
15 
11 
13 
10 
17 
13 
14 
14 
18 
28 
14 
15 
11 
IS 
20 
15 
12 
19  "  21 
17  "  20 
15  "  16- 
19  "  21 


17  "  20 

15  "  16 

17  "  18 

12  "  14 

9  "  10 

21  "  23 

17  "  18 

14  "  15- 

17  "  18 
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Live  fowls 

Eggs  . 
Nov.  22.— Chickens,  choice 

Fowls 

Turkeys 

Eggs  . 
Bee.  8— Chickens  choice 

Fowls 

Ducks 

Turkeys 

Eggs 

Dec.  22.— Chickens,  choice 
Fowls  • 
Turkeys 
Ducks 
Eggs 


9 

22 
16 
13 
16 
26 
15 
12 
10 
14 
27 
14 
11 


13  "  14 
10  "  14 
27  "  30 


"We  must  again  remind  our  readers  that  the 
prices  quoted  above  are  for  only  the  best  stock, 
as  there  are  lower  prices  quoted  for  stock  not 
coming  up  to  first-class  quality.  The  retail  prices 
are  more,  as  the  above  are  the  current  rates  of 
the  entire  produce  market. 

Chicago  Market. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Sprague,  of  Macdonald  &  Sprague, 
224  South  Water  street,  Chicago,  compiles  the 
prices  for  the  year  for  us,  and  they  record  the 
exact  state  of  the  markets  on  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  broiler  market  is  from  March  to 
August,  with  spring  ducks  in  June. 


Mar. 


BROILERS  DRESSED. 

3— Broilers,  %  pounds  each, 


"  10 

4  50  "  " 

'-  17 

4  75  "  " 

"  24 

5  00   "  " 

"  31 

1 

5  50   "  " 

Apr.  7 
"  14 

1 

5  75  "  " 

::  w\\  :: 

6  00  "  " 

"  14 

7  00  "  " 

"  21 

::  f ;:  :: 

7  50  "  " 

"  21 

9  00   "  " 

'•'  28 

::  $ ::  :: 

8  00  "  " 

"  28 

9  50  '•  " 

Mav  5 

::  ft  :  :: 

8  00   "  " 

"  5 

9  50  "  " 

"  12 

2 

9  50  "  " 

"  19 

2      "  " 

8  00  "  " 

"  26 

2  " 

6  50  "  " 

June  2 

2 

6  00  "  " 

•'  9 

2 

5  00   "  " 

"  22 
"  29 
Oct.  6 
13 
20 
27 
3 
10 
17 


Nov, 


Dec. 


8  16% 
9%  17 
7%  17 
7  17% 
7  17% 
7%  18 
6%  18 
7%  18 
7  20 
Dressed 
7  22 
7  21 
7  21 
7  21 
7%  20 
7%  20 
We  have  given  you  the  above  for  reference. 
As  we  remarked,  it  will  be  found  valuable  at 
times.  No  other  poultry  paper  will  give  you  so 
much  information  regarding  market  fowls,  and, 
as  we  are  not  specially  "fancy,"  we  judge  of  that 
which  you  may  desire  from  the  many  letters  we 
receive.  This  number  is  alone  worth  a  year's 
subscription,  yet  you  get  the  labor  of  three  large 
poultry  houses,  specially  performed  for  us,  for 
only  5  cents.   You  can  pay  us  by  sending  the 
names  of  any  persons  you  suppose  to  be  in 
terested  in  poultry,  that  we  may  send  them 
sample  copies. 


24 
1 

8 
15 
22 
29 


9% 
9 
7 
7 

7% 

7% 

6% 

9 

9 

Dressed 
9 


8% 
9 


"    16— Broilers       per  pound,  22  cts. 

'•     "—Spring  ducks  "        "  13  " 

"    23— Broilers         "        "  17 

"     " — Sprints  ducks  "        '•  12  " 

"    30— Broilers         "        "  15 

••—Spring  ducks  "-      "  11  '• 

July   7— Broilers         "        "  12%  " 

'•     "— Sming  ducks  "        "  10  " 

"    14— Broilers         "        "  14  " 

"    ."—Spring ducks  "        "  10  " 

"    21— Broilers         "        "  13  " 

"    "—Spring  Ducks  "        "  10)  " 

"    28— Broilers         "        "  12  " 

"     "—Spring  ducks  "        "  10  " 

Aug.  4— Broilers         "        "  11  " 

"     "— Spiing  ducks  "        "  9%  " 

11    11— Broilers         "        "  10 

"     "—Spring  ducks  "        "  9  " 

"    18—  Broilers         "        "  10  •' 

"     "—Spring  ducks  "        "  9  " 

It  looks  as  if  young  chicks  ought  to  pay  at  $9.50 
per  dozen  for  two-pound  chicks,  or  about  80cents 
each.  The  prices  for  ducks  do  not  compare 
favorably  with  chickens. 


GROWN  FOWLS  AND  EGGS. 


1887 

Jan.  6 

"  13 

"  20 

"  27 

Feb.  3 

"  10 

"  17 

"  24 

Mar.  3 

"  10 

"  17 

"  24 

"  31 

April  7 
"  14 
"  21 
"  28 

May  5 
"  12 
"  19 
"  26 

June  2 
"  9 
"  16 
"  23 
"  30 

July  7 
"  14 
"  21 
"  28 

Aug.  4 
"  11 
"  18 
"  25 

Sept.  1 
'•  8 
"  15 


TURKEYS 

CHICKENS 

EGGS 

Dressed 

Dressed 

9 

26 

8 

? 

28 

8 

7% 

27 

8% 

8% 

28 

?-<9' 

28 

9 

8% 

18 

10 

9 

15 

9% 

8 

16 

9 

8% 

15 

10 

9 

14% 

11 

8% 

14 

11% 

9 

11 

11% 

10% 

11% 

Live 

Live 

12 

9% 

13 

9% 

12% 

10 

9% 

12 

12 

11 

12% 

9% 

11 

10 

10% 

11 

8% 
8 

8 

11 

6 

8 

12 

7 

8 

14 

7 

8 

11 

8 

9 

11 

7 

9 

12 

8 

13 

8 

¥ 

12% 

8 

9 

8% 

11 

9 

9 

10% 

9% 

10 

9 

9% 

10 

9 

14 

10 

8 

13% 

10 

10 

if' 

10 

9 

The  St.  Louis  Show. 

The  third  annual  exhibition  of  the  Mississippi, 
Valley  Poultry  Club,  held  in  St.  Louis,  was  a 
grand  success.  Limited  space  in  this  issue  pre- 
vents giving  list  of  awards.  It  was  also  a  grand 
financial  success,  as  it  was  the  first  exhibition  of 
the  Club  when  the  n»embers  did  not  have  to  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets  to  help  pay  the 
expenses.  The  hall  was  crowded  day  and  night, 
and  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  of  St.  Louis 
viewed  the  fine  exhibit.  The  arrangements  for 
handling  and  caring  for  the  fowls  were  perfect, 
and  every  bird  was  on  its  way  home  by  noon  the 
day  after  the  exhibition  closed.  The  members 
we're  so  elated  over  their  success,  that  they 
decided  to  have  another  exhibition  December, 
1888.  The  officers  elected  at  the  last  meeting 
were:  President,  F.  E.  Scheel,  Bellevile,  111. 
Vice-Presidents.— W.  S.  Riches,  J.  C.  Crothers, 
E.  F.  W.  Nebhuth,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  F.  W.  Hitch- 
cock, Greenleaf,  Kas. ;  R.  G.  Pake,  McLeans- 
boro,  III.;  C.  B.  Fant,  Wright  City,  Mo.  Execu- 
tive Committee.— W.  G.  Meshon,  Troy,  Mo. ;  J. 
J.  Nussbaumer,  Okawville,  111, ;  Jos.  Strecker, 
B.  J.  Massot,  J.  V.  Barrett,  Frank  Lemen,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Cor.  Secretary, F.  S.  Timberlake.  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  Rec.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,C.  C. 
dishing,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  officers  are  already  beginning  to  make 
arrangements  for  this  year,  as  they  expect  to 
ha  ve  a  larger  show,  being  encouraged  by  their 
success  in  their  last  effort. 

That  Plymouth  Rock  Standard. 

FRANK  L.  MCELHENY,  BLACK  CREEK,  N.  Y. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  read  your  standard, 
also  Felch's  and  Bacon's  criticisms.  I  have  been 
breeding  and  studying  the  Plymouth  Rock  since 
1877,  and  think  I  know  whereof  I  speak,  when  I 
say,  as  does  Mr.  Bacon,  that  your  standard  suits 
me  better  than  any  one  I  ever  saw  in  print,  aside 
from  the  "plumage."  What  is  your  object  in 
wanting  to  undo  what  we  have  all  been  working 
and  fighting  against— viz  :  black  and  white 
feathers  in  any  part  of  the  plumage.  I  enclose 
some  feathers  taken  from  my  "  Empire  State  " 
strain,  that  I  call  bluish-gray,  ground  color 
barred  with  slaty-blue  Perhaps  I  am  color 
blind,  but  that  is  the  nearest  I  can  describe  the 
colors.  The  feathers  enclosed  are  from  both 
cockerels  and  pullets  of  this  season's  hatch,  and 
I  think  the  same  color  standard  will  apply  quite 
well  to  both.  I  breed  both  tor  fancy  and  utility. 
I  strive  to  increase  the  plumpness  and  general 
shape  of  the  carcass,  and  egg  production,  as 
well  as  fancy  markings.  If  some  of  us  did  not 
breed  for  utility,  I  am  afraid  they  would  soon 
drop  from  the  front  rank  as  the  breed  of  breeds 
for  the  farmer  and  market  poulterer.  Keep 
that  National  Association  ball  rolling,  Mr. 
Editor,  and  if  the  "old  machine"  is  not  remodel- 
ed this  winter,  call  an  early  meeting  for  organi- 
zation. I  would  like  the  Poultry  Keeper 
every  week,  but  would  feel  well  satisfied  with  it 
semi-monthly.  I  would  not  be  without  it  if  it 
cost  one  dollar  per  year,  as  long  as  it  continues 
as  good  as  now.  I  hope  you  will  give  me  your 
opinion  of  the  feathers  enclosed. 

[The  feathers  were  fine  samples,  but  the  bars 
were  black  and  while  (no  blue)  when  laid  on  a 
piece  of  white  paper.  You  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing we  want  black  or  white  spots  on  the 
plumage.  We  simply  want  the  bars  clearer. 
They  are  now  black  and  white,  and  we  think  the 
blacker  the  black  and  whiter  the  white  the  more 
beautiful  the  bird.  Try  it— Ed.] 


Hatching  Chickens  on  a  FreightJTraln. 

DR.  C.  A.  ROBINSON,  HOMER  CITY,  PA. 

On  the  5th  day  of  October  last,  I  arrived,  with 


my  family,  at  Homer  City,  where  I  had  decided 
to  make  my  future  home.  I  came  sooner  than  I 
expected,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  had  been  tele- 
graphed by  Mr.  Guthrie,  that  we  would  go  to 
the  Atlanta  Exposition.  The  next  day,  the  6th, 
we  loaded  six  Poland-China  hogs,  seven  Devon 
Cattle,  and  over  two  hundred  head  of  thorough- 
bred poultry  in  a  bran-new  freight  car.  We  also 
put  in  a  Prairie  State  Incubator,  containing  104 
eggs,  the  eggs  being  in  the  16th  day  of  incuba- 
tion. Mr.  A.  F.  Cooper  had  calculated,  when  he 
set  the  eggs,  that  the  21st  day  would  come  on 
Tuesday,  when  the  "peepies"  were  expected  to 
be  starting  out.  With  the  above  "fit-out,"  we 
started  on  Thursday  evening,  about  8  o'clock. 
The  first  thirteen  miles  of  the  1,027  that  we  had 
to  make  was  comparatively  smooth,  as  we  had  a 
special  engine  to  take  us  this  distance.  We  had 
just  been  set  in  the  yard  at  Blairsville,  Pa.,  and 
begun  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  smooth- 
ness of  the  prospective  sea  before  us,  when 
— whack— a.  part  of  the  train  that  we  were  to  go 
out  on,  took  us  and  "sent  us  (nearly)  to  the  hap- 
py land  of  Canaan."  "Well,"  ejaculated  Cooper, 
"that's  encouraging  to  unborn  beings  like  those 
young  chicks."  The  Prairie  State  replied  by 
settling  itself  down  to  its  place  again,  with  a 
grunt  of  dissatisfaction,  while  the  thermostatic 
regulator  quivered  in  disgust  for  a  moment,  and 
settled  itself  for  business  again.  The  cattle 
breathed  heavily,  the  hogs  squealed,  and  the 
chickens  made  all  kinds  of  noises  that  they  were 
capable  of  making,  but  we  found  out  before  we 
had  traveled  the  2,054  miles  that  we  did  travel, 
that  this  first  experience  was  but  a  bed  of  roses 
as  compared  to  the  coverlets  of  thorns  we  were 
compelled  to  submit  to  en  route.  We  had  calcu- 
lated that  we  ought  to  make  over  300  miles  a  day, 
and  that  we  ought  to  arrive  at  our  destination 
on  the  third  day  of  our  journey,  so  our  chicks 
would  begin  to  hatch  at  Atlanta.  But  after  we 
had  received  about  25  such  bumps,  as  the  one 
experienced  at  Blairsville  on  the  first  100  miles, 
we  despaired  of  hatching  any  chicks  at  all,  but 
concluded  that  they  would  all  be  killed  out- 
right. To  our  utter  surprise,  however,  on  the 
second  day  out,  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  18th 
day  of  incubation,  when  we  looked  at  the  tem- 
perature, which  the  thermostat  had  held  at;  ex- 
actly 103°  ever  since  we  started,  we  found  a  few 
eggs  "pipped"  and  the  chicks  in  the  shells  alive. 
"Great  Caesar!  Doc,"  shouted  Cooper,  "Just 
look  here  quick ;  1  here  is  surely  something 
wrong."  I  scrambled  out  from  among  the  heads 
and  horns  of  the  cattle,  with  a  few  slight  bruises, 
the  loss  of  the  other  eye  by  the  horn  of  a  bull, 
and  a  broken  ear  by  the  heel  of  another.  "A  lit- 
tle disfigured  but  still  in  the  ring,"  I  sang  out, 
trying  all  the  while  to  smother  my  rising  emo- 
tions and  hastened  to  Cooper's  side,  to  find  five 
or  six  insignificant  beings  in  that  incubator 
actually  about  to  unbalance  the  boy's  reason. 
He  was  happy.  He  possessed  the  knowledge  of 
having  six  eggs  "pipped,"  while  I  possessed  an 
empty  eye,  a  fractured  shank,  and  the  absence 
of  about  half  an  acre  of  hide.  Great  was  the  re- 
joicing in  that  car.  Cooper  danced  around  equal 
to  a  ballet  girl,  while  I  shed  about  a  barrel  of 
tears  of  joy.  But  all  of  life  is  not  sunshine,  as 
we  found,  when  the  railroad  authorities  set  us 
just  across  the  Susquehanna,  to  remain  all  night. 
Then  Cooper  became  "raving,  staving  mad ;" 
and  the  only  way  I  could  pacify  him,  was  to  be- 
gin to  cluck,  when  the  chicks  would  peep. 


Does  Thunder  Affect  Hatching. 

G.  L.  DARBY,  HOWARD,  KANSAS. 

Does  thunder  affect  the  hatching  of  eggs?  I  am 
most  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  does  not.  Mrs. 
"L.  C.  D."  Barre,  Mass.,  says  that  she  had  a  hen 
that  commenced  hatching  and  hatched  one 
chick,  when  there  came  a  very  severe  thunder 
storm  and  not  another  egg  hatched,  but  that 
there  was  a  full  grown  chick  in  every  egg.  And 
that  a  woman  told  her  if  she  would  put  some 
rusty  iron  in  the  nest  that  every  egg  would  hatch. 
I  think  this  is  a  whim,  and  a  bad  one.  We  do 
not  see  how  this  can  affect  the  eggs  or  chick. 
Long  before  this  have  we  found  that  every  egg 
would  hatch  without  the  rusty  iron.  What  more 
could  we  expect.  We  well  remember  when  we 
first  went  into  the  poultry  business  how  we  made 
a  nest  in  a  barrel  or  box,  put  the  eggs  in,  then 
the  hen,  put  the  whole  on  the  ground  under  the 
eaves  of  a  building,  and  had  a  large  per  cent, 
hatch,  when  the  nest,  eggs,  and  hen  was  com- 
pletely soaked  with  water.  Any  person  that  has 
been  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  knows  what  terrific 
thunder  we  have,  and  we  have  yet  to  see  the 
case  where  it  killed  the  chicks  in  the  shell.  Only 
a  few  days  ago  we  had  a  pullet  that  is  only  five 
months  old,  that  has  hatched  a  brood  of  nine 
Chicks.  She  made  her  nest  in  the  weeds,  laid 
fifteen  eggs,  and  hatched  nine  chicks.  On  the 
17th  day  we  had  a  heavy  thunder  shower,  the 
rest  of  the  eggs  were  not  fertile.  To  those  that 
think  that  rusty  iron  will  make  the  eggs  hatch 
better,  we  would  say  give  your  hens  plenty  of 
exercise,  give  them  good  feed,  do  not  get  them 
too  fat,  and  you  will  have  no  trouble. 

[The  above  is  the  experience  of  one  who  has 
kept  poultry  s^ven  «ears  and  made  a  success  of 
it.— Ed.5 
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[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
many  letters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
out :  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
mit us  to  give  them  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
esting. They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 
have.  Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 
Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 
Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.  Every  letter 
should  be  read.] 

Heavy  Turkeys.— Mr.  W.  B.  Marlow,  Alta, 
Ohio.— "I  have  Bronze  Turkeys,  hatched  last 
May,  that  weigh  from  20  to  23  pounds  each  for 
males." 

A  Canker  Cure— Mr.  H.  "Willis,  Pocahontas, 
Tenn.— "I  used  glycerole  and  tannin,  and  a  few 
drops  of  carbolic  acid,  for  removing  the  canker, 
which  proved  efficient  in  removing  it,  at  least 
temporarily." 

A  Cure  for  Gapes.-Mt.  B.  J.  Ridgway,  P.  M.. 
Allis  Hollow,  Pa— "The  best  thing  I  ever  tried 
for  gapes  is  pepper  sauce,  a  teaspoonful  once  a 
day— [Rather  a  large  dose  for  a  chick.— Ed. 1 
The  Poultry  Keeper  is  the  best  of  all." 

Claims  the  Champion— Mr.  W.  S.  Bemig, 
43  Elizabeth  street,  Rochester,  N.  Y.— "I  think  I 
have  the  champion  Plymouth  Rock  pullet.  She 
began  laying  when  she  was  five  months  old,  and 
has  been  laying  ever  since." 

Black  Leghorns  as  Layers.— Mr.N.O.Strum- 
iberg,  Galesburg.  111.— "I  see  a  great  many 
records  of  hens  laying  so  many  eggs,  but  I  never 
saw  any  that  beat  my  Black  Leghorns.  Nine  of 
them  layed  240  eggs  from  April  15th  to  May  15th. 
Nine  of  them  layed  180  in  the  same  time." 

It  is  the  Best.— Mr.  G.  II.  T.  Cronenwett, 
Woodville.  0.— "I  would  n  t  do  without  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  It  is  tin-  best  poultry  paper 
published,  especially  to  any  one  breeding  poul- 
try (which  I  am.)  Am  working  to  get  you  more 
subscribers." 

The  Dorkings  are  Sijperb.— Mr.  L.  Bott, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y— "I  have  tried  the  white,  col- 
ored, and  grey  Dorkings,  and  I  don't  blame  the 
Englishmen  for  refusing  to  breed  any  other  var- 
iety for  the  table.  They  are  superb,  and  for 
quality  they  cannot  be  equalled.  The  hens  are 
also  excellent  layers  and  mothers.  They  are 
grand  fowls." 

Early  Laying.— Mr.  S.  Stearns,  box  .38,  New- 
ark, New  York.— "Well,  for  early  laying  I  have 
14  Brown  Leghorn  pullets,  that  were  hatched 
the  25th  of  May.  and  at  five  months  and  twenty 
days  old  they  began  to  lay.  My  Plymouth 
Rock  cockerel  weighed  seven  pounds,  dressed, 
when  seven  months  old.  Have  killed  100  pounds, 
and  have  25  pullets  left,  which  I  think  pretty 
good  from  a  flock  of  seven  hens." 

Experience  with  Ducks— Mr.  O.  O.  Buck, 
McLean.  Ill— "I  like  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and 
am  in  favor  of  a  semi-monthly.  I  will  give  you 
my  experience  with  ducks.  Last  season  I  started 
with  seven  ducks  and  two  drakes.  Lost  one  of 
my  old  ducks.  Had  500  young  ones  hatched, 
arid  raised  about  60  per  cent.  Sold  them  at  an 
average  of  20  cents  each  when  one  month  old. 
How  is  that  for  high?  I  also  raise  Plymouth 
Bocks." 

Ouring  the  Roup.— Mr.  J.  A.  Everett,  Crom. 
ers,  Ohio.— "I  have  the  Black  Diamond  strain  of 
Langshans,  and  one  of  my  pullets  became 
droopy,  and  I  began  to  look  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  a  roup  remedy.,  but  not  having  the 
materials  handy  tried  cholera  balm,  and  in  a 
few  days  she  was  well.  I  also  cured  two  others. 
If  it  Was  the  rouu  I  recommend  Dr.  Hard's 
■cholera  balm."  [Probably  it  was  indigestion.— 
Ed.] 

Heavy  Cochins— "Steeple  Painter,"  box  173, 
Litchfield,  Conn.— "I  have  a  Danbury  incuba- 
tor, and  started  it.  Also  made  a  brooder  from 
Poultry  Keeper  directions.  I  have  nearlvlOO 
•chickens,  hatched  between  May  and  October, 
mixed  breeds,  but  have  a  pullet  and  three  cock- 
erels of  the  Partridge  Cochin  breed.  When  they 
were  three  months  old  they  weighed,  together, 
10  pounds  and  14  ounces,  the  largest  one  weigh- 
ing 2  pounds  and  10  ounces." 

Hatching  Young  Ducks.— Mr.  Alvin  Esrbert. 
Rio  Vista.  OaL— "Ou  March  16th.  1886.  I  hatched 
out  a  small  lot  of  ducklinus  from  eggs  bought  at 
three  different  places.  Of  the  lot  I  raised  seven 
females  and  eight  drakes.  August  25th,  when  the 
■ducks  were  five  months  and  nine  days  old.  they 
began  to  lay.  On  Sept.  21st  one  duck  died.  The 
others  have  laid,  to  Nov.  4th.  1886,  128  eggs,  and 
from  85  fertile  eggs  put  in  an  incubator  65  lmtch 
ed  (over  76  per  cent.)  This  was  better  than  from 
eggs  of  pullets  hatched  in  February  (chickens). 
I  lost  but  five,  and  the  drakes  used  were  no  older 
than  the  females.  I  consider  the  $1.75  sent  for 
(Poultry  Keeper  and  a  book  a  great  bargain. 
The  Poultry  Keeper  alone  is  worth  the  sum." 


He  Can  Beat  Dowell.— Mr.  P.  Kleefisch 
Hartford  City,  Indiana.— "I  think  the  Poultry 
Keeper  a  number  one  paper,  the  best  I  ever 
saw,  and  I  am  glad  to  notice  that  you  have  space 
in  it  for  us  to  'tell  our  yarns.'  My  friend,  F.  P. 
Dowell,  told  his  story  about  his  Light  Brahma 
cockerel,  and  calls  for  some  one  to  beat  him. 
His  and  mine  are  about  the  same  age,  and  he 
says  his  weighed  1%  pounds,  but  mine  tips  the 
beam  at  9%  pounds." 

A  Crop-bound  Remedy.— Mr.  C.  L.  Smith, 
Hartford,  Conn. — "I  needed  a  remedy  for  roup, 
and  found  it  in  December  Poultry  Keeper, 
under  head  of  "Points  to  be  Pasted  Up."  It 
gives  good  results.  I  give  you  my  remedy  for 
crop-bound.  Empty  the  crop  clean.  When  fin- 
ished give  the  bird  a  pill  of  cayenne  pepper  as 
large  as  a  hazelnut,  for  four  or  five  days.  Feed 
on  light,  soft  food.  I  clean  the  crop  by  holding 
the  bird,  head  down,  by  the  feet." 

Hile's  Incubator. — Mr.  Ed.  Lister,  box  14, 
Oakland,  R.  I. — "I  read  Mr.  Hile's  valuable  ad- 
vice on  incubators  in  the  ^November  number  of 
your  journal,  and  I  altered  my  machine  and  put 
in  the  carbonic  acid  gas  tube,  through  the  saw- 
dust, as  described  bv  him  (thanks  to  Mr.  Hile 
and  the  Poultry  Keeper),  and  secured  a  95 
per  cent,  hatch.  I  consider  his  advice  valuable, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  run  a  machine  now.  All 
our  readers  should  know  of  the  great  value  of 
these  tubes." 

Has  300  Hens— C.  B.  Taylor,  Hartford,  Kan.— 
"I  send  you  some  names  for  samples.  With  my 
experience  I  am  well  pleased,  as  I  believe 
poultry  will  pay  well  if  given  a  fair  chance.  I 
have  300  hens,  and  they  are  laying  nicely.  I  am 
satisfied  they  will  pay  more  for  the  money  in- 
vested than  anything  else.  We  only  get  18  cents 
here  for  eggs,"and  $1.50  per  dozen  for  dressed 
poultry,  but  I  think  I  can  make  it  pay  even  at 
those  prices.  I  cannot  get  along  without  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  Success  to  it  and  its  editor." 

Brown  Leghorns  Can't  be  Baeten. — Mr.J. 
Connor,  (Postofiice  omited)  — "Tnis  makes  three 
years  that  I  have  taken  the  Poultry  Kebper, 
and  as  long  as  I  am  interested  in  poultry  I  can- 
not do  without  it.  I  have  kept  a  great  many 
different  kinds  of  fowls  and  can  say  that  Brown 
Leghorns  cannot  be  beaten  for  eggs.  I  had  18 
pullets  that  I  raised  from  old  hens  bought  from 
a  neighbor  at  50  cents  each,  and  the  18  pullets 
layed  900  eggs  in  the  three  coldest  months  of  the 
year,  but  I  fed  them  well." 

Went  by  the  Book.— Mr.  Jerry  Hickey, 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas. — "I  am  following,  as  near 
as  I  can,  Friend  Jacobs'  plans  as  laid  down  in 
his  book  "  Poultry  for  Profit,"  and  everything  is 
going  along  all  right.  I  bought  some  P.  Rocks 
and  Brown  Leghorns  from  F.  G.  Eaton,  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas,  and  he  treated  me  square,  and 
the  birds  are-good.  When  I  started  in  the  busi- 
ness I  had  hens  that  had  never  seen  any  grain 
but  corn  in  their  lives,  but  I  began  to  feed  them 
according  to  the  book,  and  they  shell  out  the 
eggs  rapidly  " 

Warts  on  Chicks.— Mr.  H.  E.  Gunstream, 
Orange,  (no  State).— "For  the  past  two  months 
my  young  chicks,  from  four  to  eight  weeks  old, 
have  what  appears  to  be  warts  on  the  heads  and 
faces.  It  eats  out  the  eyes,  and  runs  over  every 
portion  of  the  head,  I  find  no  cure  for  it. 
Chicks  have  it  every  spring  and  fall.  The  Poul- 
try Keeper  gets  better  every  month."— [Al- 
ways give  State.  We  think  you  live  in  Florida, 
where  the  disease  is  Very  common.  It  is  a  min- 
ute parasite.  Anoint  once  a  day  with  a  few  ! 
drops  of  a  mixture  of  glvcerine  and  cedar  oil.—  I 
Ed.] 

An  Egg  Food  Receipt.— Mrs.  E.  C.  Rice,  box 
351,  South  Framingham,  Mass.— "I  send  you  a 
receipt  for  egg  food,  copied  from  Farm  and 
Home.  Take  10  lbs.  best  ground  meat  scraps, 
5  lbs.  fine  ground  bone,2  lbs.  granulated  charcoal,  I 
one  pound  sulphur,  2  ounces  cayenne  pepper.  I 
and  4  ounces  salt.    Give  one  quart  of  this  to  100  j 
fowls  in  soft  food.    It  is  far  superior  to  many  of  j 
the  egg  foods  sold,  and  is  in  use  by  Mr.  James  > 
Rankin,  South  Easton,  Mass..  well  known  as  a 
successful  poultry  man."    [The  receipt  is  a  good  i 
one,  but  leave  out  the  sulphur,  as  it  causes  leg 
ailments— Ed.} 

A  Poultry  Account— Mr.  J.  C.  Cox.  Renova 
street,  23d  Ward,  Pittsburg,  Pa— "Although  I 
live  in  the  city  I  have  kept  chickens  for  more 
than  forty  years,  but  have  taken  more  interest 
the  past  ten  vears.  I  have  taken  the  leading 
i  papersjmt  for  information  about  chickens  the 
I  Poultry  Keeper  is  the  best  I  ever  saw.  I 
have  three  White  Leghorns  that  have  layed  134 
eggs  since  January  1st,  1887  to  date,  (Dec.  27) 
each,  which  were  valued  at  20  cents  per  dozen, 
making  $2.23  per  hen.  or  $6.69  for  the  three.  The 
food  cost  $1.04  each,  or  $3.12,  leaving  a  profit  of 
I  $3.57.  In  former  vears  I  kept  a  strict  account 
witli  iriy  flocks,  arid  the  cost  of  feed,  per  hen, for 
!  one  week,  is  two  cents,  as  average  for  the  year. 
I  buy  all  my  feed,  corn,  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and 
|  corn  chop.  I  have  no  grass  plot,  but  I  cut  up 
i  potatoes,  turnips,  and  cabbage  for  them.  By 
good  care,  I  have  not  lost  ten  chickens  by  dis- 
ease in  ten  years.  When  I  wish  to  raise  chicks 
I  mate  six  good  shaped  hens  to  a  vigorous 
rooster,  and  I  always  have  strong  chickens,  and 
no  trouble  to  raise  them."   


Bombarding  Us.— Mr.  F.  D.  Horton,  152  Main 
street,  Dansville,  N.  Y. — "The  bombardment 
started  by  Mr.  Henry  Arnd,  Odin,  111.,  is  just  the 
thing,  and  I  want  to  be  one  of  the  bombardcrs, 
for  we  should  have  the  Poultry  Keeper  every 
two  weeks.  If  the  price  is  then  75  cents,  I  think 
your  whole  list  of  subscribers  would  say  amen. 
As  Mr.  Arnd  says— the  Poultry  Keeper  gives 
us  the  practical  side,  and  that  is  the  cream  of 
its  success.  Long  may  it  live,  and  soon  may  we 
have  it  a  semi-monthly."  [Though  receiving 
many  such  flattering  letters,  yet  we  cannot  at 
present  come  oftener  than  once  a  month— Ed.] 

Don't  Claim  too  Much.— Mr.  S.  J.  Colman, 
Mineral  Point,  Mo.— "I  have  the  Brown  Leg- 
horns, and  venture  to  say  they  are  as  good  as 
any,  but  they  are  not  the  kind  that  crow  the  next 
day  after  being  hatched  nor  lay  when  two  weeks 
old,  nor  have  I  yet  succeeded  in  raising  a  pullet 
that  would  lay  100  eggs  in  50  consecutive  days  or 
500  in  a  year.  When  I  read  similar  to  such  I 
think  of  the  man  who,  while  hunting  ducks, 
claimed  to  have  killed  999,  but  would  not  make 
it  1000.  because  he  would  not  lie  for  a  duck. 
When  a  man  claims  the  Brown  Leghorns  as  the 
best  layers,  and  the  Wyandottes  as  the  best 
table  fowls,  I  believe  him,  but  outrageous  claims 
make  me  '•  'tired.' " 

Rose-comb  Brown  Leghorns— Mr.  Jonn  A. 
Weld,  Brighton  (no  state  given).— "You  ask  for 
every  person's  favorite  kind.  Mine  is  the  Rose- 
comb  Brown  Leghorn.  I  have  been  watching 
the  Poultry  Keeper  very  closely  for  some 
items  on  them,  but  none  on  the  Leg'horn  of  my 
kind.  I  wish,  if  it  is  not  too  much  trouble,  you 
would  give  a  standard  description  of  them.  I 
have  a  house  10x20  and  yard  80x80.  How  many 
hens  ought  I  to  keep."  [There  is  no  difference 
between  the  Rose-comb  Brown  Leghorns  and 
the  single  combs  except  on  comb.  You  can 
keep  40  liens  in  your  house. — Ed.] 

A  Cure  for  Diarrhoea.— Mrs.  Mary  Cook, 
Water  vale,  N.  Y— "  I  value  the  Poultry 
Keeper  very  highly.  In  the  Oct.  number  in 
answer  to  S.  R.  Pyles,  Florence,  Ky.,  I  think  I 
have  had  chicks  with  the  same  difficulty  as  he 
(not  the  lice)  but  the  diarrhoea.  I  have  lost 
more  than  he  has,  but  in  one  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper's  (of  course,  for  in  that  we  find  a  cure 
for  every  trouble)  I  read  a  receipt,  like  this:  A 
cup  of  ginger  tea ;  in  it  dissolve  a  piece  of  copper- 
as, the  size  of  a  bean,  to  a  pint  of  tea.  Moisten 
their  food  with  it,  or  give  it  in  a  spoon  if  they 
are  too  far  gone  to  eat.  It  has  never  failed  to 
cure  my  chicks,  for  which  I  am  everlastingly 
grateful  to  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

Does  Thunder  Affect  Eggs— H.  N.  S.,  (no 
name)  Sidney,  Neb. — "I  am  experimenting  on 
this  matter,  and  will  try  the  suggestions  men- 
tioned. My  method  of  feeding  for  eggs  is  as 
follows:  Monday— four  quarts  bran  mixed  with 
one  gallon  boiled  potatoes,  and  three  quarts 
corn  every  evening  through  the  week.  Tuesday 
-three  quarts  cracked  corn  mixed  with  two 
quarts  of  bran.  Wednesday— six  quarts  bran. 
Thursday— same  as  Monday.  Friday— same  as 
Tuesday.  Saturday — this  I  term  medicine  day. 
Take  three  quarts  cracked  corn,  with  a  table- 
spoon each  of  sulphur,  red  pepper,  and  black 
pepper,  and  mix  the  whole  with  warm  water. 
All  morning  food  is  fed  warm.  I  think  the 
Poultry  Keeper  the  best  poultry  paper  I  ever 
took."  [You  did  not  state  how  many  fowls  you 
keep— Ed.] 

A  Turkey  Transaction— Mr.  G.  Strange, 
Ransom,  Mich. — "Allow  me  to  give  your  readers 
a  turkev  transaction  that  shows  good  profit.  In 
March, "1885, 1  concluded  to  breed  Bronze  Tur- 
keys, and  bought  the  best  I  could  find,  which 
cost,  express  paid,  $9.40  for  the  pair.  That  fall  I 
sold  $28  worth  and  had  four  left.  The  next  fall  I 
sold  turkeys  to  the  amount  of  $143.25,  with  five 
fine  hens  left  as  breeders.  I  then  purchased  a 
fine  young  gobbler,  which  cost,  express  pai4, 
$7.40.  This  fall  I  sold  turkeys  to  the  amount  or 
$91,  and  have  my  five  old  breeders  left.  In  1886 
I  bought  two  hens,  costing  $9.25.  First  cost  of 
the  turkeys,  $26.05;  feed  for  three  years,  $56; 
miscellaneous  expenses.  $23:  total  expenses. 
$105.05 ; '  total  receipts,  $262.25 ;  profit,  $157.20. 
This  comes  with  starting  with  the  best  to  breed 
from.  My  year  old  gobbler  weighs  36  pounds, 
and  my  old  hens  from  18  to  21  pounds  each." 

Does  it  Pay.— Mr.  J.  L.  Heldman,  Rootstown. 
Ohio.—"  Does  it  pay  to  raise  poultry?  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  record  of  sixty-five  Brown  Leghorn 
hens,  in  one  year,  of  eggs  layed,  showing  what 
can  be  done  by  any  one  with  a  small  flock,  and 
who  feeds  them  profitably  and  keeps  them  com- 
fortable. Jan. .35  dozens,  at  25  cts.  per  doz.,$9.05; 
Feb.,  40  dozens,  at  25  cts..  $10 :  March.  45  dozens, 
at  25  cts..$11.25 ;  April.  56  dozens,  at  22  cts.,  $12.32 ; 
May,  60  dozens,  at  20  cts..  $12:  June,  61  dozens, 
at  20  cts.,  $12.20 ;  July,  62  dozens,  at  18  cts.,  $11.16 ; 
August,  62  dozens,  at  18  cts.,  $11.16;  Sept.,  47 
dozens,  at  15  cts.,  $7.05;  October,  43  dozens  at  12 
cts.,-  $5.16 ;  Nov.,  36  dozens,  at  18  cts.,  $6.48 ;  Dec. 
25  dozens,  at  20  cts..  $5.  Total,  572  dozen,  selling 
at  $112.83.  They  are  fed  no  more  than  they  will 
eat  up  clean.  Give  them  a  variety,  with  bone 
meal,  chopped  cabbage,  and  warm  water  in  win- 
ter, and  keep  everything  clean.  Keep  them  up 
on  stormy  days,  but  keep  them  in  exercise.  Also 
follow  the  Poultry  Keeper's  directions," 
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The  Big  Guns.— L.  Kreps,  Philadelphia,  Pa 
"Those  who  are  styled  'big  guns'  have  no  better 
stock  than  others.  They  are  not  as  good  breeders 
as  they  are  good  advertisers.  They  take  first 
prize  on  a  pair,  then  offer  eggs  from  'prize  win- 
ners' at  $5.00,  when  they  may  only  have  two  or 
three  prize  winners  in  a  flock  of  100.  A  hen 
must  lay  a  thousand  eggs  in  three  months  to 
comply  with  all  they  promise  from  'prize  win- 
ners.' They  keep  the  eggs  from  prize  winners 
and  sell  from  the  other  98,  but  they  pocket  their 
$5.00  all  the  same.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the 
'small  breeder.'  It  means  good  men,  who  have 
a  small  flock  of  good  birds,  and  who  send  better 
stock  for  $2.00  than  the  so-called  'big  guns'  at 
$5.00.  I  have  been  there,  and  know." 

Lice  and  Eggs— Mr.  C.  W.  Johnson.  Cran- 
ford,  N.  J.— "I  have  ten  Plymouth  Rock  hens 
and  one  cock.  They  suddenly  stopped  laying, 
and  I  supposed  they  were  too  fat,  and  shut  off 
their  morning  meal,  but  it  did  no  good.  The 
October  Poultry  Keeper  came  along,  with  its 
big  article— 'All  About  Lice'— which  made  me 
examine  my  hens,  when,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment, they  were  full  of  large,  gray  body  lice.  I 
would  have  sworn,  before  the  Poultry  Keeper 
came,  that  not  a  louse  could  be  seen,  as  my  old 
poultry  house  was  burnt,  and  the  hens  were  in  a 
new  one.  As  I  kept  everything  clean  I  con- 
cluded they  were  brought  in  by  my  new  cock.  I 
think  there  is  more  useful  information  in  the 
Po  ltry  Keeper  than  any  other  noultry  paper. 
Now,  readers,  let  one  and  all  bombard  the  editor 
to  make  it  a  semi- monthly." 

Superiority  of  the  Games.— Mr.L.A.Jepson, 
Adams.  Mass.— "The  superiority  of  the  Game 
over  another  fowls  is  attested  in  the  skill,  hardi- 
hood, and  courage  which  impels  the  cock  to  give 
battle  to  any  intruder,  large  or  small.  As  mothers 
the  hens  have  no  equals.  Quiet  on  the  nest, 
regular  in  their  coming  off  and  returning,  they 
rarely  fail  to  bring  off  good  broods,  and  to  battle 
for  them.  For  the  table  the  Games  cannot  be 
equaled.  Cock-fighting  may  be  a  reprehensible 
practice,  but  man  is  to  blame.  The  Games  are 
deceiving  in  weight.  They  may  seem  small,  but 
are  close-feathered,  and  when  lifted  up  feel  like 
lumps  of  lead.  Some  birds  reach  eight  or  nine 
pounds.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  breeding 
Games  is  for  fighting  them.  Thev  are  bred  for 
their  real  merits,  and  for  pleasure,  by  those  who 
admire  their  beauty,  and  it  requires  as  much 
care  to  breed  them  true  to  feather  as  for  other 
varieties." 

Raising  Turkeys.— Mr.  John  M.  Marriott, 
Vernon,  N.  Y.— "I  send  for  back  numbers.  Have 
read  what  Miss  Kate  Pickett  said  about  raising 
turkeys,  which  is  to  keep  them  in  coops  until  the 
dew  is  off  the  ground,  and  also  states  what  she 
feeds.  I  have  raised  turkeys  for  several  years 
and  never  did  as  she  does.  There  need  be  no  loss 
If  you  let  the  turkey  hen  take  care  of  them.  I  have 
one  old  hen  that  hatched  her  second  brood  in 
August,  in  warm  weather.  I  did  not  go  near  her 
except  to  throw  a  little  food,  and  they  are  ready 
to  kill.  Turkeys  do  best  when  they  can  get 
plenty  of  exercise,  and  wet  weather  won't  kill 
them  if  the  old  hen  can  have  her  way  about  it. 
I  have  lost  a  great  many  by  keeping  them  cooped 
up.  Here  is  a  roup  cure,  and  a  good  one.  Take 
two  tablespoons  each  of  slaked  lime,  salt,  and 
vinegar.  Put  it  in  a  quart  of  water.  Dip  the 
head  of  the  fowl  in  it,  for  10  seconds,  two  or  three 
times." 

Old-time  Leghorns.— Mr.  S.  H.  Seamans,  94 
Michigan  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis  —"While  in 
Chicago  I  could  not  resist  visiting  the  Poultry 
Show,  and  particularly  as  I  wished  to  take  by 
the  hand  my  'old  time'  brethren.  While  look- 
ing over  the  fowls  some  one  put  into  my  hands  a 
copy  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  in  looking  it 
over  I  find  on  page  292,  Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson  and 
Mr.  H.  C.  Hunt  seemed  to  have  had  some  con- 
troversy regarding  the  origin  of  White  Leg- 
horns. As  I  probably  had  the  first  flock  of  Leg- 
horns to  breed  true  to  feather  I  may  be  able  to 
settle  the  dispute.  The  exact  year  they  were 
introduced  I  cannot  state,  but  my  knowledge  of 
the  breed  dates  back  to  1856.  At  that  time  none 
of  the  colors  bred  true.  A  flock  of  whites 
would  produce  all  colors,  black,  blue,  domini- 
que,  brown,  buff,  and  slate,  and  it  was  not  until 
1868  that  the  whites,  or  any  other  color,  would 
breed  true,  and  the  whites  were  the  first  sub- 
variety  to  reach  that  destination." 

Keep  Pure  Breeds.— Mr.  G.  D.  Darby. 
Howard,  Kansas.— "The  poultry  business  in 
Kansas  is  good.  A  beginner  should  not  attempt 
too  much  at  first,  nor  try  to  keep  more  than  one 
or  two  kinds  at  the  start.  Better  make  a  study 
of  one  kind  the  first  year,  and  care  for  them 
well.  Many  will  think  that  the  big  guns  (as 
they  are  called)  charge  too  much  for  fowls  or 
eggs.  We  have  been  through  that  machine  and 
know  that  it  does  not  pay  to  buy  one  dollar 
chicks.  Beware  of  the  Cheap  Johns,  for  there 
are  many  of  them  in  the  country.  A  cheap 
thing  is  generally  dear  at  any  price.  If  you 
wish  to  purchase,  look  over  the  columns  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  or  any  other  good  poultry 
paper,  and  send  to  good  breeds,  though  many  of 
them  will  charge  you  $5  per  setting.  If  you  are 
going  to  keep  pure  breeds  you  will  find  it  money 
well  spent.  Do  not  get  your  eggs  until  the 
weather  is  somewhat  warm.  If  you  wish  to 
keep  hens  for  eggs  the  small  breeds  will  please 
you,  but  lor  general  purpose  the  Plymouth  Rock,  I 


Wyandotte,  or  Brahma.  When  you  order  state 
just  what  you  want.  The  reason  so  much  fault 
is  found  is  because  many  do  not  know  a  good 
bird  when  they  see  it." 

Buying  from  Small  Breeders.— Dr.  A.  E 
Gessler,  Saranac,  Mich. — "The  poultry  business, 
like  everything  else,  has  been  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  stringency  of  the  times,  yet  those 
who  have  given  proper  attention  will  doubtless 
find  a  fair  compensation  for  the  outlay.  Hun- 
dreds will  become  interested  from  attending 
the  fairs  and  poultry  shows  this  winter,  and  as 
many  amateurs  will  be  in  the  market.the  follow 
ing  thoughts  may  not  be  amiss.  First,  decide 
which  variety  suits  you  best,  and  then  look  over 
the  advertisements  in  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
and  as  you  will  find  good,  reliable  breeders  in 
nearly  every  State,  save  express  charges  by  pur 
chasing  near  by,  if  possible.  If  you  mean  busi- 
ness enclose  a  stamp.  My  experience  has  fully 
proven  that,  as  a  rule,  one  can  do  just  as  well 
if  not  better,  from  a  small  breeder,  as  he 
can  from  one  that  advertises  largely,  especially 
if  he  claims  to  take  all  the  prizes.  Now,  then, 
is  it  not  best,  after  all,  to  write  to  a  breeder  tell- 
ing him  just  what  you  want,  age,  color,  sex,  size 
and  price  you  are  willing  to  pay.  To  a  certain 
extent  the  purchaser  must  trust  the  seller.  Mr. 
Editor,  are  you  aware  that  there  are  over  20 
breeders  of  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
who  advertise— T  have  the  best  fowls  in  the 
world?'  "   [Yes,  and  more.— Ed.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Utility  Humbug. 

A.  W.  BARBER,  N.  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Friend  Bacon  says  a  poultry  fancier  and  a 
poulterer  are  as  different  as  chalk  and  cheese. 
I  know  a  good  many  who  claim  to  be  both  (my- 
self included).  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me, 
Friend  Jacobs,  when  I  say  that  the  majority  of 
poultry  raisers  have  a  regular  paying  business 
by  which  to  earn  a  living:  breeding  poultry 
wholly  as  a  pastime,  for  fancy,  or  to  secure 
prizes,  regardless  of  utility.  Raising  poultry  for 
market  and  eggs,  is  my  whole  business  by  which 
to  earn  a  living. 

Now,  the  fancy  part,  alone,  looks  as  incon 
sistent  to  me  as  does  the  utility  humbug.  To  Mr 
Bacon  I  love  to  believe  I  am  a  poulterer,  and  to 
know  I  have  improved  my  strain  of  Plymouth 
Rocks  in  their  early  laying,  and  non-sitting 
qualities,  very  much.  I  received  from  one  lot  of 
150  pullets  $3.00  per  pay,  the  greater  part  of  last 
winter,  for  eggs  alone.  If  all  were  fanciers 
would  Mr.  Bacon  like  to  pay  from  three  to  five 
dollars  per  dozen  for  eggs  to  eat.  Would  he  like 
to  pay  Mr.  Rudd  from  three  to  ten  dollars  for  a 
chick  to  eat  when  he  is  chicken  hungry.  I  pre- 
fer a  pullet  that  will  lay  an  egg  every  day,  and 
as  near  standard  requirements  after  that  as  pos- 
sible. I  never  should  breed,  or  be  at  all  in- 
terested in  poultry,  if  this  fancy  humbug  is  to  be 
the  prime  object  sought.'-  To  whom  would  Mr. 
Bacon  sell  his  fancy  fowls,  laying  one  egg  in 
three  or  more  days,  if  all  were  fanciers;  and 
where  would  the  hungry  get  poultry  and  eggs  to 
eat.  As  you  say,  take  away  utility  and  the 
bottom  would  drop  out  of  the  fancy  part  quickly. 

[Correct,  Mr.  B.  Fancy  is  well  enough,  but 
the  great  foundation  is  utility.— Ed.] 

Weights  for  Leghorns. 

HENRY  C.  BURNS,  ERIE,  PA. 

I  think  and  believe  our  poultry  brothers  will 
agree  with  me,  that  at  the  next  meeting  they 
should  establish  a  weight  for  Leghorns,  Ham- 
burgs,  Spanish,  and,  in  fact,  for  all  light  weight 
birds  as  well  as  for  the  heavier  breeds.  Are 
there  not  weights  given  for  Bantams  ?  Why 
should  a  Bantam  and  a  Brahma  have  a  standard 
weight  and  not  a  Leghorn  ?  You  will  say  "they 
should,"  and  you  would  be  right.  Supposing  you 
had  a  cockerel  that  weighs  six  pounds  and  I 
have  one  that  weighs  four  pounds,  and  my 
cockerel  should  score  one-half  a  point  more  than 
yours,  then  don't  you  suppose  your  cockerel 
would  be  the  best  and  be  entitled  to  first  prize  ? 
But  you  would  not  get  it,  on  account  of  the 
standard  not  having  a  standard  weight  for  Leg- 
horns. Of  course  you  would  not  exchange  with 
me.  You  would  say,  "why  there  is  but  a  differ- 
ence of  one-half  a  point  in  the  score,  and  just 
look  at  the  weight,  does  not  your  bird  look  better 
than  mine  ?"  I  would  have  to  admit  your's  did 
look  the  best.but  then  I  would  say  "weight  don't 
count."  And,  from  which  bird  will  the  best 
chicks  be  raised,  from  my  four  pound  bird  or 
from  your  six  pound  bird  ?  You  would  answer  : 
"From  your  six  pound  bird,  most  surelv,  and 
you  don't  care  a  snap  for  the  standard  ;  you 
would  rather  have  your  bird  than  two  of  mine." 
So  would  I,  and  so  would  any  one  with  sense. 
The  above  suggestions  are  taken  from  facts,  but 
it  was  second  prize  instead  of  first ;  but  I  would 
have  rather  had  the  six  pound  Leghorn  than  any 
other  Leghorn  on  exhibition,  although  it  received 
no  prizes. 

[The  ignoramus  who  made  up  the  Leghorn 
standard  did  not  seem  to  understand  what  size 
was.  It  is  a  piece  of  botch  work,— Ed.] 


In  Praise  of  the  Langshans. 

MBS.  S.  D.  BROSIUS.  TIFFIN,  OHIO. 

Mr.  Editor.— I  write  to  defend  the  Lnngshans, 
lest  the  impression  go  out  among  the  readers  of 
your  instructive  paper  that  they  area  breed  of 
epileptics,  which  I  think  would  be  hardly  fair 
without  more  proof.  When  I  read  Mr.  Bai  mini's 
experience  it  reminded  me  of  my  own,  a  few 
years  ago,  on  moving  to  my  then  new  home. 
From  a  large  flock  of  mixed  breeds  I  selected 
eight  of  the  finest,  with  the  intention  of  trying 
to  improve  my  flock  in  my  new  locality.  But, 
alas,  as  Brother  Barnum  says,  my  hopes  were 
blighted,  by  finding  one  after  another  of  my 
pullets  dead  till  all  were  buried  but  two,  and 
that,  too,  inside  of  ten  days  after  occupying  our 
new  home  Now,  was  this  apoplexy?  If  any 
think  in  the  affirmative  I  say— no,  for  on  exami- 
nation around  the  new  premises  I  found  where 
old  papers  containing  drugs  and  Paris  green  had 
been  carelessly  thrown  out  by  the  family  moving 
out  of  the  house,  and  as  soon  as  this  poison  rub- 
bish was  removed  the  remaining  pair,  with  a 
half  dozen  bought  from  a  neighbor,  did  as  well 
as  I  ever  had  them  to  do;  not  another  one  died 
of  what  some  would  have  called  apoplexy.  I 
have  known  persons  to  mix  Paris  green  with 
corn  Imeal  to  sprinkle  their  potato  vines,  and 
this  is  always  attended  with  several  strokes  of 
paralysis  in  the  poultry  yard.  Another  instance 
—a  gentleman  came  to  our  house  to  buy  a 
rooster,  said  he  had  lost  as  fine  a  one  as  ever 
crowed,  and  would  not  have  known  what  killed 
him  had  he  not  seen  his  tracks  in  some  shorts, 
or  bran,  where  an  old  paper  of  poison  had  been 
accidentally  knocked  down  from  a  beam  above, 
and  so  I  think  if  Mr.  Barnum's  Langshans  had 
been  tracked,  there  would  have  been  no  mystery 
connected  with  their  death.  I  have  had  no  other 
kind  for  the  past  three  years,  and  am  satisfied 
they  cannot  be  excelled*  in  ecg  production.  I 
am' sorry  that  I  did  not  keep  a  correct  account 
of  eggs  laid  by  my  two  dozen  Langshan  hens 
during  the  fall  months  of  the  now  nearly  past 
year,  but  it  was  surprising  to  myself,  as  well  as 
pleasing,  and  up  to  this  time  my  egg  basket  is 
replenished  every  week  to  get  the  groceries,  and 
"nary  a  case"  ot  apoplexy  yet.  Of  course  my 
hens  are  well  housed  and  cared  for,  or  I  would 
not  get  the  good  returns  that  I  do. 

[It  was  not  inferred  that  Langshans  were  more 
subject  to  apoplexy  than  other  breeds,  but  that 
all  fat  hens  are  liable  to  it.— Ed.] 


Colorado  and  Poultry. 

J.  H.  EMPSON,  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COL. 

The  price  of  chickens  and  eggs,  are  such  here 
the  year  through,  as  to  make  it  profitable  to 
raise  them,  I  think.    The  average  wholesale 
price  of  eggs,  from  July  1886  to  October  1887,  has 
been  29  cents  per  dozen.  March,  April  and  May 
they  were  lowest,  averaging  22  cents  per  dpzen 
wholesale.    Chickens  are  not  generally  sold  by 
weight.  A  great  many  are  so  small.  I  think  they 
are  ashamed  to  weigh  them.  Old  chickens  bring: 
from  15  to  20  cents  per  pound ;  broilers  from  20* 
to  50  cents,  never  less  than  20  cents,  and  rarely 
as  low  as  that,  wholesale.  This  being  a  summer- 
resort,  and  but  few  chickens  being  raised  here, 
prices  are  always  good,  even  in  the  summer 
months.    As  the  majority  of  the  poultry  and 
eggs  consumed  in  this  State  are  brought  in'from 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  it  seems  to  me  the  field 
is  an  excellent  one  for  any  one  who  wishes  to  en- 
gage in  the  poultry  business.  The  climate  is 
very  dry.  There  is  hardly  a  day  in  the  year 
when  the  sun  does  not  shine,  and  on  the  coldest 
days  it  is  always  warm  in  the  sun  during  the 
middle  of  the  day.  The  snow  fall  is  light,  and 
remains  on  the  ground  but  a  very  short  time. 
Soil  dry  and  sandy.    Cost  of  poultry  food  will,  I 
think,  average  about  the  same  here  as  in  the 
East;  some  kinds  more,  and  some  less.  Potatoes 
and  wheat,  I  think  less,  corn  more,  oats  and 
other  foods  about  the  same.  Colorado  oats  are 
said  to  be  the  best  grown ;  a  bushel  by  measure 
weighing  considerably   more   than  Eastern 
grown.  The  cost  of  living  is  rather  higher  than 
in  the  East,  the  natural  cause  of  being  more  con- 
sumers than  producers.    This,  however,  is  also 
to  the  advantage  of  persons  raising  goods  to  sell. 
In  the  large  cities  of  the  East  it  is  too  much  a 
struggle  for  bare  existence.    The  rigorous  win- 
ters, also,  tell  deeply  on  all  but  the  strongest.  If 
such  persons  will  come  to  Colorado  and  try 
poultry  and  small  fruits,  I  do  not  think  they  will 
ever  have  cause  to  regret  it.  Wealth,  perhaps, 
will  not  be  gained,  but  good  health  and  a  com- 
fortable living  surely  will.    To  those  who  have 
never  been  here  the  bracing  air  and  the  sunshine 
will  seem  like  a  revelation.   What  I  have  said  of 
poultry  I  think  holds  equally  good  as  to  prices 
and  production  of  small  fruits,  and  the  two  can 
be  combined.  Mind  you,  though.  I  do  not  speak 
from  a  practical  knowledge  of  either  business, 
but  only  fronj,  observation  and  reading.  My 
faith  is  sufficiently  strong,  however,  to  induce 
me  to  try  it  myself.    I  had  no  intention  of  writ- 
ing you  such  a  letter,  but  I  am  easily  enthused 
on  the  advantages  of  this  State. 

[Thanks  for  letter,  as  it  gives  much  valuable 
information  on  Colorado  as  a  poultry  section.— 
Ed.] 
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Doc.  Robinson  on  Ventilation. 

DR.  C.  A.  ROBINSON,  HOMER  CITY,  PA. 

My  son,  your  mother  has  informed  me  that  you 
are  thinking  of  embarking  in  the  chicken  busi- 
ness, and  has  suggested  that  a  father's  counsel, 
stirred  up  in  a  solution  of  a  mother's  love,  and 
administered  in  broken  doses,  one  every  other 
time,  might  be  of  some  benefit  to  your  young  and 
tender  feet,  and  guide  your  steps  over  the  shells 
with  which  your  pathway  will  be  "set."  In  as 
much  as  your  father  has  traveled  over  the  same 
road,  and  has  tasted  of  the  hen  fruit  of  experi- 
ence, it  may  not  be  an  improper  subject  for  him 
to  ejaculate  on.  When  you  meditate  seriously 
on  the  theme,  remember  that  "Ventilation"  is 
the  first  thing  to  master.  Of  course  you  are  sur- 
prised, but  I  am  not  astonished,  and  hence  not 
alarmed  for  your  safety. 

Ventilation  is  the  "Open  Sesame"  to  success- 
ful prosecution  of  the  business  that  has  so  much 
facinated  you.  It  is  all  the  more  important  that 
you  master  the  subjert  since  you  are  to  breed 
fancy  chickens,  because  the  "riff  raff"  that  raise 
common  stock  cannot  fathom  the  immensity  of 
such  an  important  subject. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  ventilation,  my  son, 
and  it  is  highly  important  that  you  do  not  for- 
get it.  They  are  top,  bottom,  and  middle  ventil- 
ation. You  will  become  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  their  full  meaning  when  you  go  out  to  pur- 
chase your  breeding  stock.  Top  ventilation  will 
be  found  in  the  man  with  the  most  capacious 
lungs  and  the  greatest  calibre  for  lying.  It  may 
be  that  his  stock  has  some  "prize  winners" 
among  them.  If  so,  the  chances  are  that  the 
ventilation  will  approach  the  middle  character- 
istic. 

The  rule  is,  the  poorer  the  stock  the  greater 
the  ventilation.  This  mav  surprise  you  also; 
but  never  mind,  you  will  find  it  a  necessary  ad- 
junct to  the  business  soon  enough.  It  matters 
little,  however,  with  the  average' chicken  man, 
what  his  stock  has,  or  has  not,  to  recommend 
itself  to  you ;  he  will  ventilate1  it  sufficiently  to 
prove  to  you  that  his  is  the  very  best  stock  in  the 
universe,  and  really  about  the  only  "Simon 
pure"  he  knows  of.  Of  course  you  take  it  all  in. 
as  you  should,  but  you  will  have  more  money 
<though  perhaps  less  conceit)  at  the  end  of  ten 
years  if  you  will  not  a;  sorb  it  all.  If  you  buy  of 
this  man  on  his  statement  you  will  always  be 
sorry  of  it,  and  if  you  buy  of  him  on  your  own 
judgment  you  will  be  bit  worse.  The  next 
character  you  strike  will  represent  middle  ven- 
tilation. He  draws  neither  from  the  top  nor  the 
bottom.  He  may  have  some  good  stock,  but  he 
don't  know  it,  neither  do  you.  He  ventilates  his 
mind  well  enough,  but  before  he  talks  half  an 
hour  you  are  convinced  intuitively  that  he  dis- 
charges more  than  he  absorbs,  and  you  feel  a 
kind  of  pity  for  him.  knowing  that  he  will  soon 
run  down,  and  then  he  is  no  good.  He  will  not 
■do  to  tie  to,  my  son,  and  the  sooner  you  drop  him 
the  better  you  will  be  off.  The  third  character 
that  you  come  in  contact  with  is  a  representative 
of  low  ventilation.  You  want  to  study  him  very 
carefully,  and  not  judge  too  quickly.  The 
chances  are  that  he  will  meet  you  with  a  sus- 
picious sort  of  a  look,  so  much  so,  that  you  are 
wont  to  say,  "Oh,  I'm  no  chicken  thief."  Don't 
do  it,  my  son ;  think  awhile,  and  the  longer  you 
think  the  more  pleased  you  will  be  that  you  did 
think.  There  is  nothing  physically  the  matter 
with  this  man ;  he  is  perfectly  healthy,  but  he  is 
mot  so  highly  ventilated.  Don't  form  any  rash 
judgment  about  him,  and  be  careful  that  you 
don't  express  your  opinion  too  strongly  of  his 
stock,  either  for  or  against  it.  If  you  do.  nine 
times  in  ten  he  will  draw  you  on,  and,  before  you 
are  awaie  of  it,  you  have  betrayed  an  inexcusa- 
ble amount  of  verdancy.  This  man  is  much  like 
a  cotton  elevator;  you  will  have  to  set  up  the 
•current  yourself.  You  will  have  to  create  the 
draft,  and  then,  by  judicious  management,  you 
may  be  able  to  draw  him  out.  In  any  event  you 
will  find  that  he  knows  his  business,  and  knows 
it  well.  too.  If  you  are  any  judge  of  what  you 
want  to  buy  you  will  probably  find  it  here. 
Those  lowly  ventilated  people  are  not  always 
the  easiest  to  become  acquainted  with,  but  you 
will  be  impressed  witli  their  superior  knowledge. 

Well,  the  chances  are  that  you  will  do  about  as 
you  please  anyway,  and  like  all  other  new  breed- 
ers, suffer  considerable  loss  before  you  get  your 
eye-teeth  cut.  One  tiling  you  will  learn,  soon 
enough,  and  that  is  to  ventilate  your  own  stock. 
You  have  inherited  your  share  of  latent  ventila- 
tion, and  though  it  may  be  compared  to  a  mere 
shrub,  now,  by  careful  cultivation,  it  mav  be 
made  to  merge  into  a  goodly  tree.  Ventilation, 
my  son,  is  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  stock  in 
trade  of  the  fancy  chicken  business,  as  you  will 
find  before  you  are  in  it  long.  There  is  iio  mark 
of  distinction  between  the  real  breeder  and  the 
speculator  in  the  business,  and  you  may  often  be 
humiliated  by  hearing  such  speculators  assert 
that  they  are' the  bed-rock  and  key-stone  of  the 
chicken  business ;  yet  you  will  have  to  accept 
the  situation  with  as  much  resignation  as  possi- 
ble, for  this  is  a  part  of  the  business,  as  much, 
and  in  the  same  sense,  that  oleo-margarine 
manufacture  is,  or  seeks  to  be,  a  part  of  the  dairy 
business.  The  distinctive  difference  is  the  fact 
that  the  dairv  interest  is,  and  has  ever  been, 
fighting  the  o'leo  men,  while  you  will  be  expected 
to  fall  upon  the  necks  of  the  speculators,  if  it  is 
in  the  programme,  and  it  usually  is,  and  weep. 
At  any  rate  you  will  be  compelled  to  recognize 


them  as  your  equals,  and  be  asked  to  toady  to 
everything  they  say,  especially  if  they  have  been 
there  longer  than  you.  This  state  of  things  is 
the  direct  result  of  a  false  system  of  ventilation ; 
and  if  you  should  ever  have  the  precocity  to 
question  their  superiority  over  something  of 
some  real  worth,  or,  in  other  words,  if  you  should 
display  the  "gall"  to  ventilate  their  characters, 
you  will  find  it  a  hard  task ;  you  will  find  that 
they  have  about  half  of  the  poultry  journals  in 
the  country  subsidized,  and  when  you  knock 
you  w  ill  find  the  door  locked.  Never  mind  this, 
my  sen;  but  if  you  wish  to  see  the  fancy  (or 
more  properly  the  thoroughbred  poultry  inter- 
est) take  a  position  in  respectability  alongside 
the  thoroughbred  stock  interest,  you  will  have 
to  spew  the  professional  speculators  out  of  your 
societies.  You  may  think  I  have  a  desire  to 
ventilate  some  one  myself  and  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  deny  it.  Every  writer  whose  produc- 
tions are  fit  to  pass  the  inspection  of  the  editor, 
owes  it  to  the  true  breeders  of  this  country,  to 
ventilate  this  subject.  There  are  men  who  nave 
spent  hundreds  of  dollars  in  their  honest  en- 
deavors to  build  up  a^  reputation  as  breeders, 
only  to  find  themselves  in  direct  competition 
with  these  professional  scalpers.  It  is  high  time 
some  one  is  beginning  to  look  after  the  honest 
breeders,  and  you  would  do  well  to  aid  in  such  a 
movement. 

[Just  the  thing  Dr.,  and  the  Poultry  Keeper 
is  just  the  paper  to  help  "hit  'em."— Ed.] 


Snide  Poultry  Yards. 

A.  MANDEVILLE,  BLOOMINGTON,  ILL. 

Sometime  ago  I  told  you  I  was  writing  a  letter 
on  "Snide  Poultry  Yards  and  Snide  men  that 
Keep  Them."  Permit  me  to  say  in  the  first 
place,  I  believe  there  are  good  honest  men  in 
the  poultry  business,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  some  of  the  worst  "snides,"  and  when  I  see 
an  advertisement  in  any  poultry  paper  reading 
thus— "My  birds  have  taken  more  prizes  than 
any  other  birds  in  the  country :  all  kinds  of  land 
and  water  fowls  for  sale  cheap;  write  for 
wants;"  I  put  them  down  as  humbugs  and 
snides.  I  know  a  man  not  far  off,  who  has  got 
out  circulars  showing  cuts  of  twelve  different 
kinds  of  fowls.  I  went  to  see  them,  and  found 
he  only  had  two  of  the  kinds  he  advertised,  and 
I  tell  you  I  would  not  give  him  25  cents  for  the 
whole  lot.  He  only  had  one  trio  of  scrub  Wyan- 
dottes,  one  trio  of  Brown  Leghorns,  and  a  lot  of 
scrubs  mixed  up  with  them,  and  he  had  the  gall 
to  put  on  his  circulars  "Prize  winning  stock." 
Also,  "My  motto  is  live  and  let  live,  and  square 
dealing.  Parties  writing  for  eggs  should  give 
me  a  little  time  to  fill  the  orders.  The  fact  is, 
he  skirmishes  all  around  the  country  to  get  the 
best  eggs  he  can  to  fill  the  orders ;  then  he  sells 
eggs  from  $3  to  $5  per  13,  and  fowls  per  trio  $4  to 
$10.  Such  men  are  worse  than  Waldo  the  fraud. 
In  my  travels  I  have  visited  two  hundred 
such  poultry  yards,  and  found  them  the 
same  as  above.  I  bought  a  trio  of  Rose- 
combWhite  Leghorns  once,of  one  of  these  "prize- 
winning  men,"  that  do  a  great  deal  of  blowing 
through  poultry  papers,  thinking  him  all  O.  K., 
but.  to  my  sorrow,  I  found  him  one  of  these 
snides,  for  even  the  chicks  were  covered  over 
with  lice.  The  cockerel  died  the  third  day  after 
I  got  them.  I  wrote  him  at  once,  and  he  had  the 
impudence  to  tell  me  thej  got  the  lice  on  the 
express  car.  Then  I  tried  one  more  "prize-win- 
ning poultryman,"  got  a  trio  of  Langshans,  and 
;  raised  32  chicks  from  them.  Every  one  had  five 
toes.  I  then  made  up  my  mind  I  would  try 
more  'prize-winning  men,"  and  would  get 
stock  only  of  parties  that  the  editor  of  some 
good  poultry  paper  recommended.  Have  got 
two  lots  since  of  parties  that  the  Poultry 
Keeper  recommended,  and  in  both  cases  they 
were  No.  1  stock.  I  have  seen  numbers  of 
advertisements  in  different  poultry  papers  of 
parties  in  Missouri,  reading:  "My  stock  are  all 
prize-winning  birds,  scoring  90  to  96K ;  eggs„$2 
to  $3  for  13."  I  have  been  in  these  same  "prize- 
winning  yards,"  and  in  some  of  them  the  lice 
were  so  thick  they  were  running  over  my  feet, 
and  the  "prize-winning  stock"  looked  like  the 
last  roses  of  summer,  yet  these  same  parties 
were  never  inside  of  a  poultry  show.  I  call  such 
men  snides  of  the  worst  type,  and  hope  every 
honest  man  that  has  any  dealings  with  such  will 
show  them  up.  They  are  a  disgrace  to  the 
poultry  fraternity,  and  I  know  we  have  lots 
of  this  same  kind  of  snides  that  have  got 
only  one  trio  of  snide  chickens,  and  have  the 
cheek  to  advertise  all  kinds  for  sale.  Will 
say  right  here  to  all  parties  that  want  good  fowls 
or  eggs  don't  try  any  of  these  "prize  winning 
snides,"  but  send  your  orders  to  some  parties 
whom  the  editor  of  your  poultry  paper  recom- 
mends ;  that  is.  if  you  take  one.  and  if  you  do  not, 
then  take  the  Poultry  Keeper  and  no  doubt 
you  will  get  good  stock.  You  may  ask  how  I 
know  all  these  snide  poultry  yards.  Will  say  I 
have  been  a  traveling  man  for  fourteen  years.  I 
have  not  let  many  poultry  yards  pass  me  in  my 
travels  without  calling  on" them,  and  I  know 
what  I  am  talking  about.  One  word  for  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  I  think  it  is  the  best  poultry 
paper  printed.  Have  taken  it  for  most  two  years 
and  have  every  number  filed  away,  and  would 
not  take  $5  for  them.  Long  may  it  live.  The 
only  fault  I  have  with  it  is  it  don't  come  often 
enough.  The  sooner  we  get  these  snide  poultry 


men  out  of  the  way  the  sooner  we  will  have 
more  confidence  in  good  reliable  men  who  are 
trying  to  do  the  square  thing  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness. 

[As  you  remark,  the  "snide  men"  injure  the 
reputation  of  all,  and  they  deserve  censure.— 
Ed.] 


Point  About  Selling  Turkeys. 

C.W.  IDELL,  333  WASHINGTON  ST.,  NEW  YORK.N.Y, 

At  present  there  is  an  effort  among  breeders 
to  introduce  a  large  breed  of  turkey  under  the 
idea  of  their  being  more  profitable  for  the  farm- 
ers than  the  smaller  ones,  but  is  not  this  an 
error?  I  think  so,  and  and  I  will  state  my  rea- 
sons for  coming  to  this  conclusion.  In  the  first 
place,  there  are  only  two  seasons  when  these 
extra  large  turkeys  are  in  demand :  lirst,Thanks- 
giving,  when  only  large  and  fat  Toms  are  de- 
sirable, and  are  purchased  chiefly  for  show  and 
raffling  purposes,  and  for  the  New  Year's  tables 
which  are  set  on  January  1st.  Is  it  not  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  fatten  a  young  Tom  to  weigh  even 
20  pounds  for  Thanksgiving?  And  the  fact  shows 
that  the  large  majority  that  are  offered  for  sale 
on  that  occasion  are  at  least  one  year  old.  And 
even  then  the  price  seldom  averages  over  3  cents 
per  extra  pound  for  them.  With  care  and  heavy 
feeding  a  20-pound  Tom  may  present  a  good  ap- 
pearance for  the  New  Year's  market,  but  then 
two  months  feeding  is  required  without  a  suffi- 
cient renumeration.  Should  a  consignment  of 
these  large  birds  fail  to  arrive  on  time  for  the 
New  Year's  trade  a  loss  in  price,  ranging  from  3 
to  5  cents  per  pound,  would  be  the  result,  while 
if  they  were  small  no  loss  would  ensue,  for 
the  demand  for  them  is  better  than  before. 
It  is  a  singular  feature  of  our  market  that  an 
immense  demand  exists  for  extra  large  Toms 
for  the  New  Year's  trade.  Yet,  when  that  is 
over,  little  or  none  can  be  sold.  One  cause  of 
this  is,  I  think,  because  most  everyone  has  had 
a  fill  of  poultry,  and  the  hotels,  restaurants.and 
boarding-house  keepers  require  less  to  supply 
their  demand,  and  even  then,  they  prefer  two 
small  birds  to  one  large  one,  because  they  have 
twice  the  number  of  joints  to  serve  their  cus- 
tomers. Again,  it  has  become  a  custom  among 
our  large  manufacturers  and  merchants  to  pre- 
sent each  employe  who  has  a  family  a  turkey  on 
Thanksgiving,  and  only  medium  sized  ones  are 
desired  for  this  purpose.  A  dealer  said  to  me, 
"I  could  get  orders  for  2000  turkeys  weighing 
ten  pounds  each  for  Thanksgiving,  if  I  could- 
get  them."  And  thousands  more  are  ordered 
from  other  firms.  Some  large  dealers  send  their 
orders  to  the  country  for  this  size  bird  and  have 
them  packed  in  cases  with  the  number  of  birds, 
and  weight  which  each  package  contains  on 
them  so  that  on  arrival  all  the  receiver  has  to  do 
is  to  mark  them  for  the  purchasers.  So  I  think 
that  farmers  would  find  it  more  profitable  to 
raise  a  nine  to  ten  pound  bird  for  market  than 
larger  ones. 

[As  Mr.  Idell  is  one  of  the  leading  poultry 
merchants  of  New  York  City  his  letter  should  be 
carefully  read.— Ed.] 


A  Cheap  Roof. 

GEO.  9.  GREEN,  MISSOURI  VALLEY,  IOWA, 

Your  paper  suits  me  the  best  of  any  I  have  yet 
seen.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  of  what  good  the 
Poultry  is  to  a  beginner.  "Buying  on  Repu- 
tation," in  November  No.,  expresses  both  my 
views  and  experience  exactly.  I  wish  to  tell  you 
that  I  had  a  young  cockerel  with  canker  sore 
throat  so  badly  he  could  not  swallow.  You  could 
smell  him  five  feet  off.  I  cured  him  by  first 
giving  one  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil.  Then,  twice 
each  day.  with  a  camel  hair  brush,  swabbed  his 
mouth  and  throat  with  a  mixture  composed  of  a 
teaspoonful  of  chlorate  of  potash  in  half  a  gill  of 
water,  first  adding  about  three  drops  of  carbolic 
acid.  The  canker  on  his  tongue  was  nearly  as 
large  as  the  tongue  itself.  It  has  now  all  disap- 
peared. I  will  also  tell  you  how  I  covered  my 
chicken  house,  which  is  waterproof,  and  am  sure 
durable.  I  first  put  on  rough  stock  boards,  as 
close  together  as  I  could  get  them,  then  one  coat 
of  coal  tar,  then,  on  this,  a  sheeting  of  show  bills, 
which  I  happened  to  have,  a  few  laths  to  keep  it 
in  place,  and  another  coat  of  tar.  After  one 
week,  another  coat  of  tar,  more  bills,  another 
coat  of  tar,  strip  with  laths,  and  while  yet  wet 
cover  with  sand,  and  rub  it  in  with  a  broom. 
This  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  best  roofs  I  have 
yet  seen.  I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  semi- 
monthly, as  I  can  hardly  wait  from  one  month 
to  the  other.  It  is  surprising  how  many  people 
keep  chickens,  and  so  few  know  how  to  keep 
them  properly  I  would  like  to  receive  prices 
from  some  White  Wyandotte  breeders.  Those 
that  are  not  too  far  awav.  When  approached  on 
the  poultry  subject.  I  inform  them  the  secret  of 
the  whole  business  is  found  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  will  assist  you  all  I  can  in  placing 
your  valuable  paper  before  the  public,  as  it  is 
just  what  every  one  interested  in  poultry  needs. 

[Your  canker  cure  is  a  good  one,  and  your 
mode  of  making  a  cheap  roof  is  excellent.— Ed.] 
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Utility  Does  not  Conflict  with  Fancy. 

J.  H.  DREVENSTEDT,  WASHINGTON  VILLE,  N.  T. 

In  renewing  my  subscription  to  your  paper 
allow  me  to  express  iny  appreciation  of  your  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  the  growing  poultry  industry. 
I  admire  your  candor,  and  value  the  practical 
suggestions  to  be  found  in  every  issue.  You  are 
•on  the  right  track  when  you  place  the  economic 
value  of  poultry  culture  above  mere  feather 
breeding.  I  am  a  fancier,  heart  and  soul,— but 
never  have  sacrificed  the  utility  at  the  expense 
of  breeding  to  feather.  It  would  be  doing  a 
rank  injustice  to  my  customers,  who  want,  not 
as  Mr.  Bacon  writes, — fine  feathers— but  eggs 
and  meatas  well.  And  you  can  have  all  three — 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Bacon  to  the  contrary.  I 
admire  the  latter's  candor,  but  can  feel  some 
pity  for  the  fancier  who  must  buy  his  breakfast 
eggs  at  a  store.  Breeding  Cochins  is  apt  to  in- 
crease the  journey  to  the  stores  for  eggs.  There 
is  too  much  nonsense  written  about  this  inbreed- 
ing and  breeding  just  one  strain,  etc.  It  is  sel- 
dom carried  out  except  in  theory,  and  wliile  we 
believe  in  judicious  inbreeding  to  fix  a  type,  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  economic  qualities.  I  have 
bred  Wyandottes  for  eggs,color,andsize.crossed 
strains,  and  produced  enough  good  birds  from 
one  sitting  to  win  a  breeding  pen  prize, with  over 
100  birds  competing.  There  was  systematic 
mating,  of  course,  but  poor  layers  stood  very 
little  chance  witli  me,  even  if  finely  marked. 
Couldn't  afford  to  breed  such  a  bird.  When  I 
■also  state  that  my  Wyandotte  eggs  took  first 
premium  in  brown  egg  class,  perhaps  the  "al- 
leged fanciers"  may  ponder  a  bit.  To  prove 
what  I  say  I  will  send  you  some  eggs  next  spring 
free,  for  trial.  You  need  not  publish  this,  it  is 
simply  an  endorsement  of  your  common-sense 
policy. 

[It  does  better  service  when  published,  as  we 
want  the  readers  to  know  all  these  things,  for 
we  keep  nothing  "under  a  bushel."— Ed.] 


Care  of  Ducks. 


J.  J.  HELPMAN.  UOOTSTOWN,  OHIO. 

It  is  commonly  the  case  that  water  fowls  are 
so  badly  managed  that  they  are  an  actual  ex- 
pense to  the  owner,  instead  of  bringing  him  a 
.handsome  return  for  his  trouble.  It  is  therefore 
-quite  difficult  to  convince  the  farmer,  or  those 
•that  fancy  mongrel  fowls,  who  are  especially 
prejudiced  against  ducks  or  geese,  that  if  he 
would  only  give  them  the  proper  care  and  atten- 
tion he  would  find  that  he  could  not  afford  to  do 
without  them.  They  have  manv  valuable  quali- 
ities,  such  as  early  maturity,  delicacy  of  flesh, 
prolificacy  and  large  eggs.  They  have  a  bad 
reputation  as  enormous  feeders  by  a  great  many 
farmers  and  poultry  breeders,  but  this  arises 
-chiefly  from  the  fact  that  they  are  fed  irregu- 
larly. If  allowed  to  forage  on  low  ground, 
•ditches,  streams,  or  ponds,  and  fed  when  other 
fowls  are,  we  will  say  at  regular  hours,  they  will 
not  devour  more  than  other  poultry  maturing  as 
early.  They  destroy  an  immense  number  of 
iinsects  and  it  will  pay  to  keep  them  for  this  pur- 
pose alone.  One  important  point  in  the  manage- 
ment of  ducks  or  geese  is  to  give  them  comfort- 
able quarters.  By  giving  them  their  principal 
meal  here  in  the  e'vehing  they  will  soon  learn  to 
know  their  home,  and'  return  to  it  with  great 
punctuality  at  the  close  of  each  day.  Their  eggs 
are  usually  laid  early  in  the  morning,  and  if  al- 
lowed to  remain  at  large  during  the  night  the 
eggs  will  either  be  lost  or  destroyed.  The  most 
favorable  place  for  building  a  duck-house  is 
upon  a  tide-water  stream,  where  they  can  have 
access  to  sea-food,  but  where  this  is  hot  practi- 
cable they  still  can  be  raised  successfully, 
even  when  the  accommodations  for  swimming 
are  very  limited.  Until  about  three  months  old 
they  do  not  require  much  more  water  than 

■  other  poultry.  The  period  of  incubation  for 
ducks  is  about  thirty  days,  and  the  best  incuba- 
tor is  a  Plymouth  Rock  or  Brahma  hen,  giving 
her  from  nine  to  twelve  eggs,  according  to  her 
ability  to  cover  them.  The  first  food  to  tie  given 
to  the  ducklings  is  the  same  as  for  goslings, 
namely,  hard  boiled  eggs  and  rice  and  bread 
soaked  in  milk,  until  they  are  three  months  old. 
The  young  ducks  should  be  fed  on  bran,  mixed 
with  milk,  and  green  food  that  is  convenient. 
Give  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water.  The 
Pekin  ducks  seem  to  take  the  lead  of  all  others. 
They  are  in  very  large  demand,  which  proves 
their  real  merit.  The  plumage  of  the  Pekin 
duck  is  of  a  cream  white  color,  and  they,  have 
yellow  bills  and  orange  legs.   They  are  very 

■  ornamental  and  they  are  kept  on  this  account 
in  some  of  our  public  parks.  Their  weight  is 
sometimes  15  to  lr,  pounds  per  pair.  They  may 
be  said  to  be  the  largest  of  all  the  different  var- 
ieties of  ducks.    They  are  decidedly  the  best 

•  laying  ducks,  highly  esteemed  for  their  early 
maturity,  hardiness,  flesh  and  eggs,  and  on  an 
average  they  drop  perhaps  twice  as  many  eggs 
as  any  other  breed  of  ducks.  They  will  lay,  on 
an  average,  150  to  200  eggs  in  a  season. 
[The  average  number  of  eggs  is  about  100,  but 

individual  members  often  reach  many  more.— 
Ed.] 


Read  the  advertisement  of  Forshee  &  McMa- 
lun,  which  appeared  in  January  number. 


Sticks  to  its  Readers. 

JOHN  D.  COOPER,  JR.,  NORFOLK,  VA. 

I  wish  to  add  my  testimony  to  that  of  so  many 
others,  in  appreciation  of  your  crisp  little  paper. 
I  never  tire  of  looking  over  the  old  numbers,  and 
the  new  are  very  new.  I  once  subscribed  to  a 
weekly  and  a  monthly,  published,  professedly, 
in  the  name  of  poultry  interests,  and  was  pleased 
enough  to  think  that  I  had  invested  well,  until  I 
looked  in  them  for  a  cure  for  roup,  and  found 
that  I  had  to  keep  my  hen  in  waiting  until  I 
could  "fire"  a  half-dollar  at  their  editor  for 
"pills."  I  soon  found  out  that  this  dear  brother 
was  a  regular  25ct.-and-50ct.  fiend.  If  you  wanted 
to  cure  anything,  he  had  the  remedy  for  sale.  If 
you  wanted  to  mark  anything,  he  had  the  ma- 
chine to  do  it.  If  you  wanted  to  read  anything, 
he  had  written  a  book  on  the  subject,  and  the 
devil-a-bit  of  its  information  would  he  print  in 
the  papers.  Everything  except  poultry-quarrels 
and  wood-cut  pictures,  (which  soon  became  such 
terrible  "chestnuts"  that  I  was  afraid  to  open 
the  papers  in  the  presence  of  my  wife),  was  ex- 
tra. Other  papers  which  I  have,  in  years  past, 
subscribed  to,  are  like  those  mentioned  above, 
filled  up  with  everything  except  "how-to-do-it." 
You  can  learn  from  them  what  fine  fowls  their 
editor  has,  how  his  family  spent  the  vacation, 
what  a  grand  man  some  advertiser  is,  and  even 
see  the  physiognomy  of  their  distinguished  edi- 
tors, occasionally,  on  the  first  page,  and  read  in 
them  the  most  marvelous  reports  of  their  sub- 
scription list,  which  seem  most  unaccountable 
after  a  perusal  of  their  offerings.  1  love  fair 
play,  and  know  of  no  one  paper  whose  line  of 
action  toward  its  readers  is  more  straightfor- 
ward than  the  Poultry  Keeper's.  It  certainly 
is  a  paper  by  the  people,  and  when  this  is  the 
case,  the  "of"  and  the  "for"  go  without  the  say- 
ing. 

[Don't  be  too  severe.  Friend  Cooper.  The  past 
is  being  improved  by  the  future.— Ed.] 


Various  Modes  of  Heating  Incubators. 

J.  W.  HILE,  VALLEY  FALLS,  KANSAS. 

As  the  subject  of  the  equalization  of  heat,  and 
the  various  modes  of  heating  incubators  might 
be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  I  will  endeavor  to 
give  you  a  few  points  on  this  subject.  There 
appears  to  be  a  prejudice  against  hot  air  incuba- 
tors, due,  perhaps,  to  not  understanding  the 
nature  of  hot  air  sufficiently  to  distribute  it 
equally  throughout  an  incubator,  or  to  the  fact 
that  air  is  a  very  inferior  conductor  of  heat.  The 
natural  course  of  heated  air  is  upwards,  as  heat 
rarities  and  expands  the  air  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  becomes  considerable  lighter  than  the  air 
of  natural  temperature,  hence  its  inclination  is  to 
rise,  like  a  cork  under  water.  If  the  openings 
for  its  passage  outward  are  properly  distribu- 
ted the  draught  will  overcome  its  insufficiency 
as  a  conductor  sufficient  for  practical  incubating. 
It  has  been  claimed  that  the  heat  from  steam 
pipes  and  tanks  is  softer  and  better  calculated 
tor  incubators  than  air  otherwise  heated.  This 
is  a  mistake,  as  the  heat,  in  fact,  is  precisely  the 
same.  The  only  point  which  can  be  consistently 
claimed  in  that  direction  is,  that  the  constant 
evaporation  of  water  in  the  incubator  room 
would  naturally  permeate  the  air  with  moisture, 
which  would  produce  this  effect  in  the  air, 
through  the  ventilator  tubes.  The  moisture 
pans  under  the  egg  drawer  will  produce  precisely 
the  same  effect  in  the  atmosphere  in  a  hot  air 
incubator.  So.  in  that  respect,  there  can  be  no 
difference.  The  difference  in  distributing  the 
heat  between  hot  water  and  hot  air  is  very 
slight.  Water  being  a  strong  conductor  of  heat, 
and  heated  water  having  the  same  natural 
tendency  to  rise  as  hot  air,  heat  may  be  more 
equally  distributed  over  a  large  surface  by  the 
circulating  hot  water  system  than  with  hot  air. 
If  the  heat  is  kept  up  in  the  hot  water  tank  incu- 
bators with  lamps,  and  the  pipes  conveying  the 
heat  and  gas  through  the  water  are  properly  dis- 
tributed in  the  tank,  the  hot  water  tank  incuba- 
tor will  distribute  heat  quite  as  equally  as  the 
circulating  hot  water  system.  One  pipe  running 
through  the  tank  is  insufficient.  It  is  much 
easier  to  distribute  the  heat  equally  in  an  incu- 
bator than  it  is  to  hold  the  heat  at  a  proper  de- 
gree of  temperature  without,  a  regulator. 

[Hot  air  machines  work  well,  and  so  do  hot 
water  makes.  We  use  them  often  without  any 
lamps  at  all.  It  makes  no  difference  how  the 
heat  is  applied,  provided  the  incubator  is  kept 
at  the  proper  temperature.— Ed.] 


Mr.  Campbell  on  Moisture. 

J.  L.  CAMPBELL,  W.  ELIZABETH,  PA. 

I  notice  the  article  of  J.  W.  Hile  in  December 
number  of  Poultry  Keeper.  That  is  a  subject 
of  much  interest  to  me,  and  Mr.  Hile  has  made 
so  many  wrong  statements  therein  that  I  cannot 
let  it  pass-without  at  least  entering  my  protest. 
First,  he  states  that  the  humidity  of  the  air  is 
much  greater  during  the  night  than  in  the  day 
time,  but  as  this  is  a  very  common  error,  per- 


haps six  people  out  of  ten  will  agree  with  him 
instead  of  me,  but  i  he  has  most  certainly  not 
studied  the  matter  from  a  scientific  standpoint, 
or  he  would  know  better.  The  real  facts  of  the 
case  are  that  the  air  is  very  much  more  humid 
during  the  daytime  than  at  night,  more  especial- 
ly is  it  warm  during  the  day  and  cool  at  night, 
the  apparently  increased  humidity  (for  it  is 
only  apparent)  being  caused  by  a  fall  of  temper- 
ature, causing  the  air  to  part  with  a  portion  of 
the  moisture  it  had  taken  up  during  the  day  and 
held  without  notice  on  our  part;  but  just  as  soon 
as  the  temperature  falls  it  begins  to  part  with 
this  moisture.  This  is  the  reason  why  we  have 
less  dew  on  cloudy  nights  than  clear,  or  why  you 
will  often  hear  people  say,  "we  will  have  frost 
to-night  if  it  clears  up,"  without,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  knowing  why  it  is  so.  The  natural 
humidity  of  the  air  is  the  condition  in  which  it 
was  formed  by  the  Creator  to  support  life  in 
comfort,  and  just  as  soon  as  it  becomes  unnatur- 
ally dry  we  begin  to  suffer;  first  the  lips  become 
dry,  then  the  throat,  finally  the  lungs  feel  the 
trouble  and  if  the  air  was  made  perfectly  dry  we 
should  soon  die;  but  this  is  not  possible  under 
the  existing  order  of  nature's  laws  at  present.  I 
cannot  better  illustrate  the  point  than  by  a  ref- 
erence to  natural  gas,  used  for  fuel  in  and  around 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  By  the  use  of  this  gas  a  constant, 
even  heat  can  be  kept  in  a  whole  house.  This 
was  thought  to  be  a  great  thing  for  health,  but  it 
was  soon  found  that  this  same  constant,  even 
heat  rendered  the  air  so  dry  that  people  could 
not  live  in  it  with  comfort.  In  fact,  sensitive 
people  could  not  endure  it  at  all.  A  very  simple 
remedy  was  found,  inplacing  moisture  pans  on 
the  stove  or  heater.  Ten  years  ago,  if  you  went 
in  a  house  furnishing  store  in  Pittsburg,  and 
asked  for  a  moisture  pan,  they  would  not  have 
known  what  you  meant.  Now  moisture  pans 
are  kept  in' every  house  furnishing  store,  and 
advertised  as  a  regular  article  of  trade.  This 
will  no  doubt  be  new  to  many,that  houses  require 
moisture  pans,  as  well  as  incubators,  butitisthe 
constant  even  heat  that  takes  up  the  moisture, 
and  as  an  incubator  is  considerably  warmer  than 
a  house,  and  has  a  constant,  even  heat  (or  should 
have),  that  is  why  moisture  is  required.  But, 
does  the  air,  as  many  suppose,  Mr.  Hile  among 
the  number,  really  become  dryer  ?  By  no  means; 
it  becomes  more  moist  than  it  was,  but  its  capac- 
ity to  contain  moisture  is  so  greatly  increased 
that  it.  robs  everything  that  comes  in  contact 
with  it.  Witness  the  frost  on  the  window 
panes ;  this  is  deposited  only  on  the  inside ;  the 
glass  is  most  certainly  as  cold  outside  as  it  is  on 
the  inside.  Why  don't  it  form  on  the  outside  as 
well  as  in  ?  Simply  because  the  warm  air 
inside  contains  much  more  moisture  than  the 
cold  outside,  and,  coming  in  contact  with  the 
cold  glass,  loses  part  of  it,  which  adheres  to  the 
glass  either  in  the  form  of  frost,  or,  if  not  cold 
enough,  as  water.  Because  the  air  outside  is  as 
cold  as  the  glass  is  not  the  only  reason  why 
moisture  is  deposited  on  the  inside  only.  The 
outside  air  really  contains  much  less  moisture 
than  the  inside  air.  Cold,  moist  air,  in  a  pretty 
strong  wind,  is  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of 
pneumonia  that  exists ;  so  you  see  it  is  a  wise 
provision  of  Providence  to  have  warm  air  hold 
more  moisture  than  cold.  The  second  point  is 
that  altitude  has  but  little  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion, other  than  to  say  that  the  higher  you  go 
the  more  moisture  is  in  the  air  instead  of  less. 
Why?  well,  because  the  diminished  pressure 
makes  it  possible  for  the  air  to  hold  more.  In 
support  of  this  assertion  I  will  cite  the  case  of 
the  vacuum  pan  for  boiling  sugar.  The  inventor 
found  that,  by  constructing  a  large  air-tight 
cover  over  a  sugar  pan,  and  making  a  partial 
vacuum  by  means  of  an  air  pump,  sugar  could  be 
made  much  more  rapidly,  and  at  such  a  low 
temperature  that  there  was  no  danger  of  burn- 
ing the  syrup.  This  is  analagous  to  altitude,  be- 
cause the  pressure  is  simply  removed  from  the 
surface  of  the  cane  juice,  and  it  flies  into  vapor 
so  much  more  rapidly  that  a  very  low  heat  will 
do  more  work  than  a  high  heat  in  the  open  air. 
On  one  point  I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Hile,  and 
that  is  that  the  humidity  varies  greatly  in  differ- 
ent localities,  and  he  gives  the  correct  reasons 
therefore  as  far  as  he  goes,  but  he  does  not  say 
that  along  dry  spell  of  weather  will  affect  it  in 
the  same  locality.  Now,  by  locality  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  meaning  places  that  are  only 
a  few  miles  apart,  because  we  should  have  to  get 
along  side  of  a  pond  or  stream  to  make  any  dif- 
ference in  that  respect.  But.  we  will  take,  say 
California  and  Pennsylvania.  The  climate  of 
California  and  some  of  the  far  Western  States  is 
so  dry  that  an  animal  killed  and  hung  in  the 
open  air  will  keep  for  weeks  without  spoiling. 
I  have  been  told  this  frequently  by  people  that 
have  done  it.  We  know  that  it  would  spoil  here 
in  two  days,  even  in  pretty  cool  weather.  Now, 
Mr.  Editor,  this  is  a  pretty  long  letter,  and  you 
may  say  it  has  considerable  in  it  that  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  hatching  eggs,  or  incubators,  but 
I  say  that  all  these  points  have  to  be  studied  by 
any  one  who  wishes  to  learn  all  about  the  secrets 
of  artificial  incubation. 

[The  above  scientific  view  of  the  subject  oi 
moisture  is  from  the  manufacturer  of  the  Eureka 
incubator,  and  his  experience  extends  back 
many  years.  We  highly  value  his  opinion,  and 
request  our  readers  to  read  the  above  carefully, 
as  it  is  very  instructive.— Ed.] 
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Subscription  Price,  50  cents  per  year  in  advance, 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  they  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising  Rates.  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (|7  per 
inch),  each  insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  be  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  but  respectf  ally  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  cojnmunications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg.  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  keeper  Compact, 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo. ,  Pa. 


We  will  tell  you  something  about  the  A.  P.  A. 
meeting  next  month.  Too  late  for  this  issue. 

New  York  had  a  good  show,  and  it  will  be 
better  next  year,  as  the  "ice  has  been  broken." 


Don't  expect  a  reply  from  a  breeder  if  you 
don't  enclose  a  stamp.  He  is  stingy  too. 

Dr.  Hall  has  retired  from  the  Poultry  Letter. 
It  is  now  edited  by  Mr.  A.  W.  McCune,  who  pro- 
poses to  make  it  "ftoom."  Success  to  him. 


Jobs  open.  Mr.  W.  D.  Harlan,  box  643,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  wants  an  experienced  man  to  take 
charge  of  a  poultry  farm.  Who  wants  a  chance. 


Don't  buy  any  standards.  Wait  until  the 
altered  standard  is  printed.  Don't  throw  a  dol- 
lar away.  The  old  ones  are  now  valueless. 


Don't  you  think  this  paper,  at  only  50  cents  a 
year,  contains  more  solid  reading  than  any  other 
of  its  class  published. 

Send  in  your  experience.  Don't  be  afraid. 
Our  readers  edit  this  paper.  Everybody  wel- 
come. 


Harris,  of  the  Oil  regions,  now  writes  of 
sulphur  fumes  coming  through  the  skin  of  a 
fowl.  That,  too,  in  a  poultry  paper. 

A  correspondent  asks  us  to  correct  "bad 
grammar"  in  his  article.  Certainly,  but  at  the 
same  time  please  overlook  some  of  ours. 


Oh  !  yes  ;  we  take  one  and  two  cent  stamps 
for  subscription,  even  Canadian  stamps.  Any- 
thing to  facilitate  business. 


Sample  copies  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  will 
be  sent  free  to  all  Drop  us  a  postal  card.  Let 
all  your  friends  see  a  copy 


The  Poulter,  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  a 
fountain  pen  for  $1  00.  It  is  a  great  amount  for  a 
small  sum,  but  send  on  your  dollar  and  get  it. 

What  made  you  write  that  letter,  giving  post- 
office,  but  no  State.  There  are  a  dozen  postoffices 
of  that  name.  We  get  a  great  many  such  letters, 
especially  on  printed  headings. 

'The  Fancier's  Review  is  a  new  poultry  paper, 
published  at  Chatham.  N.  Y.,  by  J.  W.  Darrow. 
It  will  send  sample  copies  free  to  all  desiring. 
The  subscription  price  is  25  cents  a  year. 


Beak  in  mind  this  is  nopet  stock  paper.  We 
know  nothing  about  Guinea  pigs,  toy  dogs,  cats, 
or  rabbits.  We  aim  only  to  give  you  a  good 
practical  poultry  paper,  and  if  we  don't  succeed 
(with  the  help  of  our  numerous  correspondents), 
it  will  not  be  our  fault.  We  will  at  least  try  to 
give  you  your  money's  worth  for  a  year  in  each 
Issue. 


Mr.  P.  J.  Price,  2152  Champa  street,  Denver,  |  In  December  Poultry  Keeper  we  made  Mr . 
Col.,  wants  an  expeHenced  manager  to  take  ;  L.  Bartlett,  Glendale,  Ohio,  state  that  his  poul* 


charge  of  a  large  poultry  farm, 
business,  and  be  capable. 


Must  know  his 


Can  anybody  explain  how  insoluble  carbonate 
of  lime  (oyster  shells)  can  produce  the  shells  for 
eggs.  We  claim  that  the  shell  comes  from  the 
food. 


The  Southern  Poultry  Guide,  published  at 
Meridian,  Miss.,  is  one  of  the  "  way  down 
south"  papers  that  we  advise  our  readers  to 
send  for,  as  sample  copies  are  free  to  all. 


The  California  Cackler,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
is  $1.00  per  year,  but  we  have  arranged  to  send 
it  and  the  Poultry  Keeper  at  that  price.  Send 
to  it  for  a  sample  copy. 

We  have  nothing  for  sale  except  books.  We 
do  not  sell  incubators,  poultry,  bonemeal,  meat, 
or  anything.  It  takes  all  our  time  to  get  the 
Poultry  Keeper  out  promptly. 

The  point  we  made  of  "cutting  twice"  for 
condition  was  credited  to  another  journal  by 
the  N.  E.  Fancier.  That  condition  point  was 
ours,  Bro.  Hamilton. 


Plenty  of  correspondence  this  month,  a  little 
more  than  usual,  but  all  good.  We  did  not  care 
to  have  any  left  out,  so  we  give  up  our  ideas 
this  time  and  give  you  better  ideas  from  many 
sources. 


There  is  no  better  way  to  do  us  a  favor  than 
to  send  us  the  names  of  any  persons  you  sup- 
pose are  interested  in  poultry,  as  we  wish  to 
send  them  samples.  We  always  appreciate 
such  a  favor. 

Do  you  want  a  farm  paper  ?  If  so  send  to  us 
for  a  sample  copy  of  the  Farmer's  Magazine, 
only  50  cents  a  year— with  the  Poultry 
Keeper  for  60  cents.  Cheap.  Drop  a  card  for 
sample  and  you  will  be  astonished. 


The  Fancier's  Gazette  and  the  Poultry 
Keeper  have  combined  into  one  paper.  The 
Gazette  is  $1.25  and  the  Poultry  Keeper  50 
cents,  but  under  the  combination  both  are  sent 
for  $1.00.  Address  either  paper,  as  they  are  now 
one.  •   

One  dollar  will  get  three  poultry  papers 
{Chum,  Guide  and  Poultry  Keeper)  and  a 
book.  Or,  for  60  cents  you  can  get  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  a  book.  For  60  cents  you  can  get 
the  Poultry  Keeper  and  Chum,  or  Poultry 
Keeper  and  Guide.  Anything  to  please. 

Letters  requiring  an  answer  (not  relating  to 
business)  should  be  addressed  to  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
Hammonton,  N.  J.  All  subscriptions,  adver- 
tisements, or  business,  should  be  addressed  to 
Parkesburg.  Pa.  The  editor  lives  100  miles 
from  the  publication  office. 

This  month  we  are  giving  you  the  market 
prices  for  two  years.  They  are  taken  from  the 
daily  wholesale  price  lists,  and  are  accurate. 
Keep  this  number.  It  will  be  handy  for  refer- 
ence when  you  wish  to  know  prices  for  any  month 
in  the  year.  It  is  alone  worth  a  year's  subscrip- 
tion. 


Mr.  J.  L.  Campbell  writes  us  that  we  were 
mistaken  in  supposing  the  Eureka  incubator 
was  to  be  sold  at  a  lower  price,  as  it  is  low  al- 
ready compared  with  its  advantages.  What 
was  intended  to  be  stated  was  that  he  would 
make  a  cheaper  incubator  (not  the  Eureka), 
with  regulator.  300  eggs,  price  $40,  and  is  to  be  a 
good  one — guaranteed. 

In  feeding,  remember  that  the  carbonaceous 
foods  (corn,  wheat,  fat  meat,  oil  meal,  starch, 
etc.),  though  containing  nitrogen  and  the  phos- 
phates, tend  to  the  production  of  fat,  while  the 
nitrogenous  foods  (lean  meat,  fish,  milk,  curds, 
cheese,  high-pressed  oil  meal,  clover,  peas,  and 
beans)  produce  meat  (or  muscle),  and,  being 
composed  largely  of  nitrogen,  assist  in  the  pro- 
duction of  albumen,  hence  are  best  for  supplying 
that  ingredient  in  eggs. 


try  yard  was  16x21  feet,  whereas  it  should  have 
been  16x47  feet. 


The  first  premium  Pekin  drake,  at  the  New 
York  Show,  belonging  to  Mr  .Win.  L.  Dickinson, 
Jamaica  Plains,  N.  Y.,  which  weighed  10% 
pounds,  was  the  finest  specimen  of  the  kind  we 
ever  saw,  he  being  well  up  on  weight,  color,  and 
shape. 


We  often  receive  samples  of  medicines,  condi- 
tion powders,  and  egg  foods,  which  we  always 
use  and  test.  We  find  G. D.  Johnson's  condition 
powder,  Laurel,  Del.,  kept  our  flock  in  excellent 
health,  not  one  sick.  C  W.  Kennard  &  Co., 
Chestertown,  Md.,  sent  a  box  of  "Poultrene," 
which  is  composed  of  bone  meal  and  other  sub- 
stances, but  excellent  for  the  price. 

A  prominent  commission  merchant  has  this 
to  say  about  the  2-cent  stamp :  "Please  remind 
your  subscribeis  that  in  order  to  get  answers  to 
letters  they  must  enclose  a  2-cent  stamp.  Every 
circular  sent  out  costs  two  cents,  and  letters 
with  circulars  three  cents,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
stationery.  Yet  so  many  write  a  long  list  of 
questions  (that  are  all  answered  in  the  Poultry 
Keeper)  and  omit  stamp.  It  comes  probably 
from  neglect,  but  it  is  provoking ." 


Not  Many  Cuts  This  Month. 

This  is  a  special  correspondence  issue,  and  we 
did  not  wish  to  crowd  space  with  too  many  cuts. 
We  are  having  cuts  made  of  a  large  number  of 
appliances  for  future  issues. 

No  Rights  at  All. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  de- 
cided that  Express  Companies  can  do  just  what 
they  please,  and  that  the  law  does  not  fit  them 
as  carriers.  If  poultrymen  want  to  petition  let 
it  be  to  Congress,  and  ask  for  some  law  that 
will  prevent  tyranny  and  discrimination.  Peti- 
tioning the  Express  Companies  is  on  a  par  with 
trying  to  chain  down  a  young  earthquake. 


An  Illnstrated  .Standard. 

We  want  an  illustrated  standard,  or  illustra- 
tions of  breeds  separately.  If  some  of  the 
money  that  goes  into  the  coffers  of  the  A.  P.  A., 
was  put  to  such  use  it  would  be  conferring  a 
little  practical  benefit.  But,  although  it  under- 
takes to  run  the  poultry  interests,  it  is  not  equal 
to  the  occasion. 


What  Shall  I  Do. 

A  Georgia  letter  contains  the  following  sen- 
tence, which  we  noticed: 

"Some  of  my  pullets  are  laying,  and  others 
not.  I  think  they  are  too  fat.  What  shall  I  do." 

Shut  off  all  the  grain.  Feed  only  once  a  day, 
and  then  give  only  lean  meat,  at  night,  an  ounce 
to  a  hen.  Let  them  "grin  and  bear  it,"  They 
cannot  starve  to  death  until  they  first  use  up  the 
fat  on  their  bodies. 


A  Compliment  from  High  Authority. 

Mr.  John  E.  Diehl,  of  Beverly,  New  Jersey, 
well-known  as  a  poultry  judge,  and  who  was 
Superintendent  of  the  poultry  department  of  the 
Centennial  Exhibition, -sends  us  the  following 
flattering  testimonial : 

Without  solicitation  I  must  say  that  within  the 
past  year  the  Poultry  Keeper  has  so  much 
improved  in  reading  mater  that  it  has  become 
really  indispensable  to  poultry  fanciers.in  fact  I 
consider  it  one  of  the  very  best  journals  per- 
taining to  poultry  ever  published  either  in 
America  or  England,  and  I  have  read  many  of 
them  in  the  pa*t  thirty  odd  years  of  my  poultry 
experience.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Poultry 
Keeper  and  its  able  Editor  may  live  long  and 
prosper. 

When  the  Poultry  Keeper  receives  endorse- 
ments from  such  men  as  Mr.  Diehl,  and  in  a 
manner  so  complimentary,  it  has  reason  to  con- 
gratulate  itself  on  its  success,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  welcomed. 
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Parched  Grains. 

There  is  no  advantage  in  parching  grain  ex- 
cept to  partially  convert  it  into  charcoal,  when 
it  serves  as  a  corrective.  Heat  always  causes 
loss  of  nutritious  matter,  but  parching  the  grain 
often  serves  as  an  agreeable  change. 

The  Cardington  Show. 

The  Union  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock 
Show  will  be  held  at  Cardington,  Ohio,  Feb.  22d 
to  25th.  inclusive,  and  as  the  majority  of  the 
shows  will  be  over  it  gives  a  chance  for  every- 
body to  attend.  Mr.  Miller  Purvis,  the  eminent 
poultry  writer,  is  secretary,  his  address  being 
Cardington,  Ohio. 

The  Groton  Show. 

The  third  annual  exhibition  of  the  Groton 
Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association,  (New  York) 
will  be  held  at  Groton,  Feb.  21,  22,  and  Zi.  J.  Y. 
Bicknell,  Judge,  C.  D.  Brown  is  President  and 
George  Pickens,  Treasurer.  For  premium  list 
address  the  Secretary,  Win.  D.  Baldwin,Groton, 
N  Y. 

Lack  of  Enterprise. 

A  Harrisburg  subscriber  writes  us  the  follow- 
ing, which  we  produce  for  perusal: 

"How  does  it  happen  that  there  are.  so  few 
Pennsylvania  breeders  who  advertise  in  the 
Poultry  Keepek.  I  wanted  Red  Piles,  but 
could  And  none  in  Pennsylvania." 

Simply  because  they  lack  enterprise  and  stand 
in  tl  -sir  own  light.  They  save  a  dollar  or  two 
an(/  'ise  ten  or  fifty. 

The  Ignorant  Few. 

A  5  the  Poultry  Yard  styled  those  who  have 
bee  n  denouncing  the  A.  P.  A.  as  the  "ignorant 
fev  ,"  in  reply  to  the  California  Cackler,  that 
joi  rnal  gives  it  back  with  a  home  thrust  thus: 

'  We  were  certainly  not  deceived  by  any  great 
noise  from  "an  ignorant  few."  unless  Bro. 
J  icobs  may  be  so  designated,  and  we  hardly 
think  that  many  editors  would  dare  to  measure 
knowledge  with  him  in  all  that  pertains  to  prac- 
iical  poultry  culture,  and  much  less  the  editor 
l)f  the  Fcira." 

For  our  part  we  are  willing  to  remain  "ignor- 
ant" if  fighting  a  little  ring  of  "bosses"  is  to  be 
considered  ignorance.  'Tis  folly  to  be  wise  af- 
ter all. 

We  Yield  the  Point  on  "Dominique." 

Being  always  willing  to  have  our  errors  point- 
ed out,  we  give  the  following  from  Mr.  U.  Short, 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  who  says: 

"I  notice  some  one  has  been  splitting  hairs 
with  you  on  the  word  'Dominique.'  He  is 
right,  as  it  is  the  name  of  a  French  patron 
saint,  and  is  written  'Saint  Dominique.'  " 

Though  we  cannot  see  what  the  name  of  the 
Saint  has  to  do  with  the  birds,  yet  we  won't  be 
stubborn,  like  our  Friend  Babcock,  so  we  yield 
the  point,  as  we  may  be  wrong,  and  will  change 
our  spelling  accordingly. 

They  Want  it  Twice  a  Month. 

Mr.  G.  Strange,  of  Ransom,  Mich.,  writes  us 
a  letter  which  explains  itself.  He  says : 

"I  would  be  glad  to  pay  $1.00  per  year,  or  any 
price,  to  have  the  Poultry  Keeper  come  twice 
a  month.  Don't  you  think  it  would  pay  to  have 
it  come  twice  a  month  ?" 

We  have  received  hundreds  of  such  letters, 
but  we  cannot  do  so  at  present.  It  means 
double  work,  and  although  we  have  a  four- 
story  building  yet  it  is  crowded.  It  takes  a 
small  army  to  get  it  out  now,  and  our  poor  little 
110-pound  editor  is  already  over  taxed,  as  he 
answers  hundreds  of  letters  also. 

Golden  Wyandotte  Club. 

President,  Joseph  McKeen,  Omro,  Wis ;  First 
Vice-President,  E.  S.  Comings,  Rockford,  111.; 
Second  Vice-President,  J.  C.  Harris,  Venango, 
Pa.;  Third  Vice-President,  F.  L.  Mattison,  So. 
Shaftsbury.  Vt.;  Fourth  Vice-President,  Clark 
Grier,  Macon,  Ga. ;  Fifth  Vice-President,  W.  H. 
Schoonmaker,  Joliet,  111. ;  Secretary,  W.  W. 
Daggett,  Oshkosh,  Wis. ;  Treasurer,  Sid.  Conger, 


Flat  Rock,  Ind.;  Executive  Committee,  Joseph 
McKeen,  W.  W.  Daggett,  Sid.  Conger,  E.  S. 
Comings,  J.  C.  Harris,  D.  Mullen,  Indiana,  Pa.; 
Willis  G.  Clark,  Wyandale,  N.  Y.;  Honorary 
Vice-Presidents,  T.  F.McGrew,  Jr.,  Springfield, 
Ohio;  Philip  Williams,  Taunton,  Mass.;  B.  N. 
Pierce,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  I.  K.  Felch,  Natick, 
Mass. ;  B.  M.  Briggs,  Wyandale,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  L. 
A.  Bishop,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  Ira  C.  Keller, 
Tiffin,  Ohio. 

How  Long  Before  Separating. 

A  subscriber  asks:  "How  long  before  using 
the  eggs  for  hatching  should  fowls  be  mated  for 
breeding,  as  I  have  allowed  mine  to  run  to- 
gether? "  In  reply  we  will  say  that  opinions  vary. 
Some  claim  that  the  period  of  live  days  is  suffi- 
cient. It  depends  on  the  position  of  the  embryo 
eggs  or  germs,  the  length  of  time  a  hen  has  been 
laying,  her  age,  and  other  causes  unknown.  We 
would  suggest  that  not  less  than  two  weeks— a 
month  is  better— intervene.  We  do  not  believe 
in  the  theory  that  once  a  hen  is  mated  with  a 
cock  of  another  breed  that  she  becomes  a  cross, 
as  is  claimed,  there  being  no  blood  circulation 
between  the  dam  and  the  chick,  the  chick  being 
hatched  outside  the  dam. 


Carbonic  Acid  Gas. 

» 

The  sooner  the  impression  that  an  incubator 
drawer  is  constantly  full  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
and  that  chicks  are  constantly  suffocating,  is 
dispelled  the  better.  It  is  the  phantom  that  has 
ruined  the  hopes  of  many.  We  have  put  eggs  in 
an  incubator,  closed  it  as  tight  as  could  be,  (not 
a  hole  in  it)  and  secured  better  hatches  than  in 
incubators  running  by  its  side,  and  filled  with 
"fresh  air."  The  amount  of  foul  air  in  a  closed 
incubator  is  exceeding  small,  if  no  rotten  eggs 
are  in  it.  All  the  conjectures  about  carbonic 
acid  gas,  suffocation,  fresh  air,  etc.,  are  stereo- 
typed, the  same  as  the  theory  that  hens  must  be 
supplied  with  lime  in  order  to  produce  shells  for 
the  eggs.  This  may  surprise  you,  but  we  know 
what  we  are  saying. 

Look  Out  for  the  Fraud. 

An  unheard  of  paper  (to  us)  published  some- 
where in  Michigan,  called  "Good  Health,"  has 
been  sending  out  circulars  making  lying  state- 
ments in  order  to  secure  patronage.  Its  meth- 
ods are  such  as  no  honorable  publisher  would 
resort  to.  We  never  heard  of  the  sheet  until 
some  of  our  friends  sent  us  its  circular.  The 
paper  is  in  the  interest  of  a  quack  sanitarium  of 
some  kind,  but  if  its  claims  for  medical  virtues 
are  no  better  than  its  other  statements,  we  would 
caution  those  who  are  in  ill-health  to  get  as  far 
away  from  the  so-called  "Good(?)"  Health  people 
as  possible.  The  publisher  of  any  such  state- 
ments as  are  made  in  its  circular  is  a  fraud  of 
the  first  water,  as  near  as  we  can  judge. 

Alas !  Poor  Novice ! 

A  subscriber  in  Delaware,  who  desires  in. 
formation  on  preparing  birds  for  exhibition, 
thus  innocently  asks  a  very  sensible  question_ 
He  naturally  supposes  birds  for  the  show— prize, 
winners— are  mated  for  breeding  purposes.  He 
says: 

"In  showing  breeding  pens  can  the  birds  be  of 
the  same  age,  say  a  cockerel  and  five  pullets? 
I  understand  exhibitors  sometimes  lose  prizes 
because  the  cock  and  hens  are  all  wanting  in 
the  same  points.  I  believe  the  idea  is  to  mate  a 
cock  defective  of  certain  points  with  hens  strong 
in  those  particular  features." 

What  you  suppose  to  be  the  case  should  be, 
but  your  suggestions  apply  to  the  breeding  pen. 
Now,  a  breeding  pen  is  not  a  breeding  pen — in 
the  show  room — although  the  birds  receive  prizes 
as  such,  and  a  shoio  breeding  pen  will  not  pro- 
duce show  birds.  Such  is  the  great  (?)  mystery 
called  scientific  breeding,  which  is  no  science  at 
I-  all,  but  a  selection  of  five  show  birds  from  among 
I  several  hundred.    It  is  not  surprising  that 
j  honest  inquirers  ask  such  questions  as  the  above. 
I  There  is  too  much  trash  and  nonsense  in  the 
I  breeding  pen  show  business. 


Them  Chicks. 

Trouble— and  plenty  of  it  Our  readers  are 
now  raising  chicks,  and  are  not  all  successful.  A 
sample  letter,  from  Capt.  S.  T.  Moore,  Milroy, 
Pa.,  will  give  us  a  chance  for  a  sermon  on  chicks. 
He  says : 

"Am  new  in  the  business.  Please  tell  me  how 
to  loosen  up  the  bowels  of  young  chicks.  Mine 
are  bound  up,  droppings  gather  on  vent,  become 
hard,  and  chicks  die.    Have  you  any  remedy  ?" 

It  is  cold  on  the  bowels,  due  to  chicks  having 
been  chilled.  They  are  not  bound,  but  the 
matter  has  dried  on  the  vents,  and  if  removed 
the  bowels  will  move.  It  is  also  the  result  of  a 
lack  of  nitrogenous  matter  in  the  food  if  the 
chicks  are  feathering  rapidly.  In  winter  they 
must  alivays  be  kept  warm.  If  droopy,  give 
chopped  meat  once  a  day.  Feed  on  granulated 
(pin-head)  oatmeal,and  add  a  teaspoon  of  ground 
ginger  to  the  soft  food  (bread  and  warm  milk) 
once  a  day.  Whenever  fowls  or  chicks  are  really 
costive  give  a  tablespoon  of  linseed  meal  in  food 
of  20  chicks  or  five  fowls.  The  best  remedy  in 
the  above  case  is  warmth,  with  meat  once  a  day, 
as  well  as  a  variety  of  other  food. 

Straight  to  the  Point. 

Questions— let  them  come.  We  will  try  to 
answer  them  for  all.  Everybody  treated  alike. 
Rock  Island,  111.,  sends  the  following: 

"How  many  square  feet  in  a  hen  house  will 
be  enough  for  fifty  hens  ?  How  many  quarts  of 
feed  daily?  How  many  times  should  a  hen 
house  be 'whitewashed  in  winter?  Is  steam 
from  boiling  water  injurious  to  poultry  in 
winter  ?" 

A  good  rule  is  to  allow  ten  square  feet  of  room 
to  each  hen.  For  instance,  a  house  10x10  feet 
(100  square  feet)  should  accommodate  ten  hens, 
though  double  that  number  may  be  kept  together 
with  the  use  of  good  judgment.  How  many 
quarts  of  feed  is  replied  to  under  the  headings- 
of  "Heavy  Feeding,"  "Another  Fist  Full  of 
Questions,"  "Important  Questions."  etc.  How 
often  to  whitewash  depends  on  how  clean  the 
house  keeps.  The  walls  should  always  be  white 
and  light.  Once  a  month  is  not  too  often.  Use 
the  force  pump,  and  make  the  job  easy.  Regard- 
ing the  steam  we  suppose  you  mean  if  steam, 
which  fills  the  poultry  house,  will  cause  injury. 
Yes;  it  makes  the  house  damp.  Avoid  dampness, 
as  it  is  more  injurious  than  cold. 

How  Much  Space. 

Here  are  a  few  questions  which  are  a  sample 
of  many,  but  they  are  worthy  of  reply,  however, 
and  we  call  attention  to  them : 

"Please  give  dimensions  for  a  hot-water 
brooder  large  enough  to  hold  200  chicks  until 
they  are  two  months  old." 

Now— we  can't:  Because  200  chicks  are  too 
many  for  a  brooder.  A  brooder  one  yard  square 
is  used  to  accommodate  100,  which  are  as  many 
as  should  be  allowed  together.  We  may  add 
that  50  chicks  together  will  thrive  better  than 
100.  The  next  question  is : 

"Is  a  coop  20x25  feet  large  enough  for  50  hens, 
and  will  they  do  as  well  together  as  if  divided 
into  two  flocks,  provided  they  have  good  care." 

Well,  just  there  is  the  point— provided  they  re- 
ceive good  care.  Yes,  the  house  is  large  enoughs 
and  you  mean  to  give  them  good  care,  but  let  us 
talk  over  this  good  care  business.  Can  you 
guarantee  it.  Let  us  see.  Here  are  50  hens  to- 
gether, you  are  careful  to  feed  them.  If  you  put 
down  just  enough  the  "boss"  hens  will  keep  the 
timid  ones  in  subjection,  and  prevent  them  from 
getting  their  share  of  the  feed,  and  the  "boss" 
rooster  will  undertake  to  mate  witli  the  whole 
50.  and  keep  the  other  males  in  a  state  of  fear. 
"Oh;"  you  will  say,  "I'll  fix  that."  So  you  put 
more  feed  down.  All  must  have  enough.  Then 
the  ''boss"  hens  will  get  rolling  fat,  from  ex- 
cessive feeding,  in  order  to  give  each  enough. 
Some  will  be  fat,  some  poor,  some  will  lay,  while 
others  will  be  just  right  for  market.  You  can't 
give  them  proper  care.  They  will  be  too  thick 
to  thrive.  There  will  be  too  many  dispositions, 
too  much  jealousy,and  too  much  dissatisfaction. 
Better  divide  them  into  small  flocks,  for  the 
smaller  the  flock  the  greater  the  number  of  eggs 
—proportionately. 
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Heavy  Feeding. 

A  Minnesota  subscriber  wishes  to  know  if  "18 
quarts  of  wheat  screenings  (45  pounds  per 
bushel)  are  enough  for  130  hens  per  day." 
Under  certain  circumstances  it  is  heavy  feed- 
ing, but,  again,  it  may  not  be  too  much.  We 
cannot,  somehow,  impress  upon  many  readers 
the  fact  that  feeding  is  a  matter  to  be  regulated 
only  by  personal  observation.  It  depends  upon 
size,  age,  confinement,  breed,  degree  of  exer- 
cise, season,  weather,  condition,  and  whether 
laying  or  sitting.  Grain  alone  is  not  sufficient. 
Seven  quarts  of  screenings,  with  chopped  hay, 
scalded,  and  an  ounce  of  meat  daily,  to  each 
hen,  will  give  better  results  than  30  quarts  of 
grain  to  130  hens,  if  nothing  but  grain  is  given. 
Aim  to  give  plenty  of  bulky  food.  Grain  alone 
is  too  concentrated.  Hay,  chopped  and  scalded, 
cabbage,  cooked  turnips  or  potatoes,  or  anything 
not  too  concentrated,  is  better  than  an  exclusive 
grain  diet. 


Another  Fist  Full  of  Questions. 

Mr.  Henry  C.  Stevens,  110  Green  street,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  sends  us  a  number  of  questions, 
which  we  answer  for  the  benefit  of  all  interested. 
He  says : 

I  have  a  fist  full  of  questions.  1st.  Will  a  yard 
9x24  ft.  answer  for  twelve  or  fifteen  fowls,  just 
for  layers?  The  pens  inside  are  9x12  ft.  There 
is  another  house  in  front  of  this  so  that  I  cannot 
make  the  yards  any  longer.  2d.  Is  ten  ounces 
of  meat  enough  for  ten  hens  without  addition  of 
grain  of  any  kind?  One  feed.  3d.  The  Poultry 
Keeper  says  that  one  quart  of  grain  is  enough 
for  ten  hens'  one  day.  Now  does  that  include  the 
soft  feed  or  is  it  whole  grain  in  addition  thereto? 
4th.  How  much  red  pepper  should  I  give  to 
twenty  fowls  i:i  their  soft  feed  ?  5th.  How  much 
bone  meal  should  be  fed  to  twenty  fowls  and  how 
■often? 

1st.  Your  house  and  yard  is  ample  for  the  num- 
ber mentioned.  2d.  Hardly.  Better  give  some 
kind  of  bulky  food  also,  such  as  chopped  clover, 
•scalded— all  they  can  eat  of  It— as  they  cannot 
eat  too  much  bulky  food  at  a  meal.  If  no  clover, 
give  a  pint  of  mashed  potatoes.  3d.  It  includes 
the  grain  alone.  If  other  food  is  given  reduce 
the  grain  proportionately.  The  amount  is  a 
suggestion.  Something  depends  on  size,  appe- 
tite, laying,  age,  etc.  4th.  A  teaspoonful  is  suffi- 
cient. 5th.  Give  two  tablespoonsful  once  a  day, 
as  that  quantity  will  answer  if  meat  is  allowed. 

Important  Questions. 

Still  they  come.  "H.  L.,"  Lancaster,  Mass., 
puts  several  questions  to  us,  the  first  of  which  is 
often  asked,  but  is  a  "puzzler"  all  the  same.  He 
says: 

1.  I  have  seventy  hens,  which  receive  ten 
quarts  soft  food  in  morning  (breakfast),  and  six 
-quarts  whole  grain  for  rest  of  day.  Is  this  too 
much  ?  If  so  wnat  amount  is  sufficient  ? 

2.  Where  can  Mr.  Wigmore's  caponizing  in- 
struments be  obtained  and  at  what  price  ?  What 
age  must  a  capon  reach  before  killing  ? 

3.  Do  you  think  a  person  would  fail  to  make 
hens  a  success  if  they  came  from  a  poor  laying 
stock,  notwithstanding  they  received  the  best  of 
care  ? 

4.  Would  any  of  the  egg-producing  foods  be 
likely  to  benefit  such  stock  ? 

1.  Now,  you  did  not  say  whether  you  had  large 
hens,  small  hens,  fat  hens,  poor  hens,  laying 
hens,  or  the  kind  of  soft  food.  Yes ;  it  is  entirely 
too  much  for  any  kind  of  hens,  and  we  would 
suggest  you  reduce  it  one-half — but  that  depends 
on  the  condition  of  the  hens  and  the  kind  of  soft 
food. 

2.  Address  W.  H.  Wigmore,  107  N.  8th  street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  They  are  the  best  of  all.  Price 
$3.  The  capon  should  be  fully  matured,  one  year 
old  being  about  correct. 

3.  Poor  laying  stock  often  proves  good  vfhen 
given  better  treatment,  but  it  is  always  best  to 
use  stock  of  a  breed  known  to  possess  merit. 

4.  We  do  not  think  egg-producing  powders  can 
make  hens  lay  unless  the  materials  for  eggs  are 
provided,  but  egg-producing  foods— meat,  milk, 
wheat,  etc.,  will  prove  beneficial. 

Eggs  and  the  Broiler  Business. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Kelley,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  writes 


us  a  letter,  and  wants  an  article  in  reply  for  the 
benefit  of  himself  and  others.  He  says  : 

"Recently,  I  have  noticed  inquiries  relative  to 
the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  securing  eggs  for 
incubators.  When  the  farmers  in  a  section,  as 
around  Hammonton,  are  stocked  with  good 
breeds  and  their  crosses,  it  is  highly  practicable, 
save  in  coldest  and  warmest  weather,  to  secure 
fertile  eggs  in  an  emergency,  and  possibly  at 
less  cost,  than  to  maintain  a  vast  number  of 
fowls  that  may  produce  few  eggs  from  varied 
causes,  or  incline  to  become  fat,  rather  than  lav 
eggs.The  great  question  with  many  of  your  read- 
ers, especially  novices,  is,  how  to  make  it  pay  in 
a  district  fair  for  broiler  market  where  fowls  are 
neglected  and  the  common  breed  only  exist. 
Would  it  be  profitable  then,  to  raise  pullets  and 
feed  hens  the  year  round,  incur  expenses  of 
doubtful  layers  in  order  to  control  matters,  and 
secure  fertile  eggs,  and  the  right  quality  and 
quantity  of  chickens  when  incubating  time  foi 
broilers  does  not  exceed  four  months.  There  is 
great  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  regard  to 
perpetuating  crosses  of  such  a  character  at  so  re 
tain  a  good  laying  strain  with  fair  flesh, size  and 
stamina.  I  trust  you  will  give  us  an  article  in 
the  Poultry  Keeper,  detailing  the  above 
matter,  as  the  broiler  season  is  about  to  open." 

The  broiler  business  is  a  distinct  business 
from  that  of  keeping  hens.  In  fact,  as  lice  al 
ways  come  from  hens,  not  a  hen  is  allowed  on 
some  of  the  broiler  farms.  Then  again,  the 
broiler  raiser  has.no  time  to  devote  to  hens. 
There  is  more  money  in  chicks,  and  his  work  is 
all  done  under  shelter,  and  often  on  a  town  lot. 
The  eggs  are  collected  from  all  sources,  though 
it  is  a  serious  obstacle.  The  only  thing  that  can 
be  done  is  to  keep  the  farmers  supplied  with 
pure-bred  males,  (often  giving  them  the  males), 
so  as  to  get  as  much  quality  in  the  chicks  as 
possible.  That  is  as  far  as  the  egg  problem  has 
been  solved.  Good,  fertile  eggs  are  always  in 
demand.  Any  cross  that  gives  a  plump,  full- 
breasted,  yellow-legged  chick  will  answer,  but 
we  get  chicks,  from  eggs  collected,  of  all  shapes 
and  colors.  Wyandottes  or  Plymouth  Rock 
cocks,  with  Cochin  or  Brahma  hens,  are  excel- 
lent crosses.  If  the  hens  are  crosses  of  Dorking 
and  Brahma,  then  mated  with  Wyandotte  cock, 
so  much  the  better.  All  the  work  is  done  in 
about  four  months,  and  it  is  a  winter  business. 
The  houses  for  winter  use  will  not  do  for  summer. 
One  man  attends  to  1,500  chicks,  and  it  keeps 
him  busy.  He  has  no  time  to  devote  to  hens. 


The  New  York  Show. 

The  Exhibition  at  New  York,  held  in  Madison 
Square  Garden,  by  the  New  York  Poultry  Ex- 
change, Dec.  14th  to  21st,  was  far  above  expecta- 
tions, so  much  so  that  the  Exchange  has  leased 
the  great  hall  for  three  years,  for  similar  exhibi- 
tions. Those  who  were  not  there  made  a  grand 
mistake,  as  the  show  was  well  attended. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  strain  of  White  Wy- 
andottes, originated  by  P.  H.  Jacobs,  now  ex- 
clusively owned  by  Mr.  George  Fox,  Torresdale 
(Phila.)  Pa.,  were  the  great  features  of  the 
show,  Mr.  Fox  refusing  the  price  of  $300  for  a 
breeding  pen.  They  are  true  Wyandottes,  (no 
crosses)  being  the  second  generation  from  two 
White  Wyandottes  that  came  from  the  stock  of 
P.  H.  Jacobs.  They  were  the  only  two  chicks 
that  came  white  from  hundreds  of  eggs,  and 
were  secured  by  Mr.  Fox,  who,  from  them,  bred 
up  his  present  flock. 

Jones  Wilcox,  of  East  Chatham,  New  York, 
the  great  Dominique  breeder,  won  nearly  all 
the  prizes  on  that  class,  but  was  not  satisfie'd,  so 
he  took  the  highest  honor  of  the  show,  winning 
on  a  Brown  Leghorn  c>ckerel  scoring  97%  points 
(highest  score  in  the  show).  He  also  won  first 
honors  on  White  Wyandottes  and  White  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  single  birds.  Jones  goes  in  to  win, 
and  usually  "gets  there." 

Scudder  and  Townsend,  Glen  Head,  New 
York,  showed  a  long  line  of  coops  filled  with 
Plymbyip.  Roc7cs,  and  sold  some  of  their  birds 
at  high  prices.  They  make  a  specialty  of  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  and,  with  E.  B.  Thompson,  Ame- 
nia,  New  York,  won  a  majority  of  prizes,  but 
Capt.  C.  M.  Griffing,  Shelter  Island,  N.  Y.,  who 
won't  keep  anything  but  a  prize  bird,  if  lie 
knows  it,  came  in  also  for  a  share  of  the  pre- 
miums. 

Robt.  Seaman,  of  Jericho,  N.  Y,  and  George 
Fox,  of  Torresdale,  Pa.,  were  the  winners  on 
Langshans,  Seaman's  prize  pullet  scoring  96, 
while  Fox's  prize  cockerel  went  up  to  94.  It  was 
"nip  and  tuck"  between  them. 

On  Light  Brahmas,  Wm.  F.  M.  Smith,  of 
Pine  Hill,  N.  Y..  knocked  Philander  Williams 
out,  with  T.  P.  Seaman,  Mineola,  N  Y.,  a  win- 
ner. The  Light  Brahmas  shown  were  good,  but 
the  so-called  "big  guns"  got  a  sad  set  back. 
John  Strieker,  of  Freehold,  N.  J.,  and  Mrs.  J.B. 
Bresse,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  also  won  honors. 

The  Dark  Brahmas  were  fine,  the  principal 
exhibitors  being  D.  P.  Shove,  of  Fad  River, 
Mass.,  and  J.  Ernest  Brown,  of  TJtica,  N.  Y., 


followed  by  Philander  Williams,  Brown  leaving 
but  little  for  others,  though  Shove's  birds  were 
excellently  mated  for  breeding. 

John  Van  Mater,  Colt's  Neck,  N.  Y.,  and  W. 
F.  M.  Smith,  Pine  Hill,  N.  Y.,  won  the  breeding 
pen  prizes  on  Bvff  Cochins,  while  Mitchell  ■& 
Russell,  Bristol,  Ct.,  won  nearly  everything  on 
White  Cochins,  one  hen  scoring  96%.  In  Part- 
ridge Cochins  Geo.  W.  Mitchell.  Bristol,  Ct..won 
the  highest  honors,  with  Bowne  Bros.,  Glen 
Cove,  N.  Y.,  second,  winning  breeding  pen  prizes 
on  chicks. 

White  Plymouth  Bocks  were  good,  Jones  Wil- 
cox, E.  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  coming  out  ahead, 
but  C.  S.  Cooper,  Schraalenburg,  N.  J.,  M.  Hay- 
den,  New  Milford,  Pa.,  and  Wm.  P.  Leggett, 
Salt  Point,  New  York,  also  won.  White  Wyan- 
dottes were  grand,  the  best  we  ever  saw.  Jones 
Wilcox,  E.  Chatham,  N.Y.,  winning  on  cock  and 
hen,  and  Geo.  Fox,  Torresdale,  (Phila.),  on 
cockerel  and  pullet.  Fox  also  won  the  breeding 
pens.  R.  S.  Bufnngton,  Fall  River,  Mass  ,  won 
second  on  fowls,  and  C.  S.  Cooper,  Schraalen- 
burg., N.  J.  and  M.  Hayden,  N.  Milford,  Pa., 
also  won. 

Brown  Leghorn.honors  went  to  Jones  Wilcox, 
E.  Chatham.  N.  Y.,  (cockerel  scoring  95  and  pul- 
let 97%),  and  E.  H.  Bonney,  Railway,  N.  J.  The 
White  Leghorn  first  honors  went  to  Gregory  J. 
Meade.  Torresdale,  Pa.,  (cock  scoring  96W  and 
pullet  94).  Mrs.  M.  V.  Carolin,  Montclair,  N.  J., 
and  C.  E.  Osterstock,  Easton,  Pa.,  also  winning. 

White  Mim:rcas  were  of  good  quality,  the 
prizes  going  to  J.  J.  Berry,  White  Plains,  N.  Y., 
and  Sandacre  Farm.  Quogue,  N.  Y.  The  Black 
Minorca  prizes  went  to  J.  J.  Rahnstock,  Rail- 
way, N.  J.,  L.  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.  J., 
Sandacre  Farm.  Quogue,  N.  Y-,  and  J.  H.  Lamp- 
man,  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. 

Thos.  W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  swept  all  on 
Andalusians,  breeding  pen  fowls,  and  chicks. 
He  also  won  many  of  the  first  prizes  on  the  dif- 
ferent Games  and  Hamburgs,  as  well  as  win- 
ning prizes  on  Polish. 

The  Game  honors  were  well  divided  among 
Thos.W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.Y..  T.  K.  Bennett, 
Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  Russell  &  Forsythe,  Owego, 
N.;Y.,  L.  Ward,  New  York  City,  Maitland  Arm- 
strong, Marlborough,  N.  Y..  and'Filkin  &  Wilde, 
Orange,  N.  J. 

Thos.  W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  Jones 
Wilcox,  E.  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  "swept  the  decks" 
on  Hamburgs.  On  Polish,  Thos.  W.  Ludlow, 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  Jas.  B.Cook,  Afton,  N.  Y.,  A 
Koliler,  448  E.  149th  street,  New  York  City,  and 
Belle  Meade  Farm,  Belle  Meade,  N.  J.,  won. 

Dorkings  were  first-class,  and  the  prizes  on 
Silver-greys  went  to  Henry  Hales,  Ridgewood, 
N.  J„  E.  H.  &  A.  G.  Warner,  New  York  Mills, 
N.  Y.,  and  W.  W.  Wagner,  Germantown,  Pa. 
While  Hales  and  Warner,  won  all  on  coloreds. 
Daniel  Pinckney,  S.  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  and  C.  F. 
Thompson,  Wadley  Falls,  N.  H.,  won  the  prizes 
on  Houdans. 

Bantams,  of  all  kinds  were  shown,  the  prizes 
for  Games  going  to  T.  K.  Bennett,  Phillipsburg, 
N.  J.,  Filkin  &  Wilde,Orange,  N.  J.,Belle  Meade 
Farm  and  Clarence  Ward.  Rosecomb  Whites 
went  to  Jones  Wilcox,  East  Chatham,  N.  Y., 
Japanese  to  T.  W.  Ludlow,  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  ana 
Jas.  W.  Smith,  Dalton,  Mass.  Pekins  to  Wilcox 
!  and  W.  B.  Haywood,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Edwin  Haley,  Mystic  Bridge,  Conn.,  showed 
some  elegant  Russians,  and  won.  Red  Caps 
were  shown,  and  prizes  won  by  J.  D.  Wilson, 
Worcester,  N.  Y.,  and  J.  J.  Berry,  White  Plains, 
N.  Y. 

W.  L.  Dickinson,  Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  showed  a 
pair  of  18  lb.  Pekin  Ducks,  and  won  first.  G.  C. 
j  Morris.  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  won  1st  on  Rouens, 
and  M.  Hayden,  New  Milford,  Pa.,  1st  on 

!  Cavu gas. 

I  Turkeys  were  very  fine,  the  noted  Helon  E. 
'i  Buck  coming  down  from  Lancaster,  Mass.,  with 
:  a  50-pound  gobbler  and  other  good  ones.  He 
|  divided  honors  with  Sherman  Hartwell,  Wash- 
ington, Conn. 

The  Thermostatic  made  the  display  of  Incuba- 
tors, and  Mr.  Davenport,  Englishtown,  N.  J.,  the 
best  displavof  Brooders.  The  Columbia  IiiQuba- 
tor,  Germantown,  N.Y.,  made  a  display  of  hatch- 
ing. John  C.  Long,  Jr.,  62  Courtlandt  street, 
New  York  City,  made  the  best  display  of  poultry 
supplies. 

There  was  also  an  excellent  display  of  Toy 
Dogs,  of  all  breeds,  which  proved  an  attractive 
feature  of  the  show. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  gave  away  thousands 
of  sample  copies,  and  the  Poultry  Monthly  had 
a  choice  stand.  There  wns  no  "kicking,"  and 
everybodv  was  well  pleased  with  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  show  was  managed. 


Cutting  for  Bumble  Foot.— Mr.  G.  Harris, 
Bakersville,  N.  J.— "My  first  number  of  Poul- 
try Keeper  contained  instructions  how  to  cure 
bumble  foot.  I  had  a  large  cock,  which  had 
been  afflicted  four  months.  It  seemed  necessary 
for  me  to  lance  on  the  top  of  the  foot,  and  just 
above,  or  immediately  adjoining  the  foot.  From 
both  places  a  large  quarititv  of  yellow,  cheesy 
matter  was  forced  out.  While  the  cut  on  top 
bled  but  little  the  other  bled  freely,  and  the  cock 
was  dead  in  24  hours.  I  followed  directions 
given  from  Davenport,  Iowa,  but  the  cock  bled 
to  death."  [From  your  description  it  was  not 
bumble  foot,  as  your  operations  were  rather  on 
theie^.— Ed.] 
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A  Cheap  and  Convenient  Poultry  House 

Mr.  E.  H,  Houghton,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has 
just  completed  one  of  the  most  convenient  poul- 
try houses  we  have  ever  seen  says  the  Ohio 
Farmer.  It  is  50  feet  long,  18%  feet  wide  at 
bottom,  8  feet  high  in  front  and  6  feet  in  the 
rear.  The  rear  wall  slopes  2%  feet,  making  the 
bottom  1834  feet  wide,  while  the  top  is  but  16 
feet.  The  house  is  divided  into  Ave  pens,  each 
10  feet  wide  and  15  feet  long.  To  each  pen  there 
is  an  outside  run  or  yard  26 
feet  long,  of  same  width  as  the 
ipen,  10  feet.  Fig.  1  presents  a 
rear  view  of  a  portion  of  the 
.house,  showing  one  entire  pen 
and  run  and  portions  of  others. 
The  yards  are  boarded  up  at 
bottom  2%  feet  all  around ; 
above  the  boards  is  the  wire 
netting,  4  feet  high.  A  door 
communicates  from  one  yard 
to  another,  and  to  the  outside. 
The  cut  shows  one  ventilator 
tube,  but  there  are  two  of 
.them.  They  are  simply  boxes, 
extending  a  foot  or  two  above 
tire  roof  and  running  down  in- 
side to  within  a  loot  of  the 
floor.  The  windows  in  rear 
are  each  4  feet  long  and  3  feet 
wide,  hinged  at  the  top.  A 
-cord  is  attached  to  lower  end, 
running  up  to  a  pulley  on  the 
end  of  a  support  projecting 
from  the  roof,  thence  through 
the  rear  wall  and  across  to  the 
hall  inside,  so  that  the  win- 
dows can  be  raised  or  lowered 
without  going  outside.  The 
pieces  to  which  the  pulleys  are 
attached  are  made  to  nail  flat 
on  the  roof  and  project  hori- 
zontally, so  that  the  windows 
can  be  elevated  as  high  as  desired.  Fig.  2  is  an 
inside  view,  showing  the  opening  for  egress  and 
ingress  of  fowls  to  and  from  the  run.  A  door 
slides  up  and  down  in  grooves,  and  a  rope  ex- 
tending to  a  pulley  in  the  roof  and  thence  to  the 
hall,  enables  the  operator  to  open  and  close  the 
door  without  leaving  the  hall.  This  view  shows 
the  doorway  from  hall  into  pen,  the  rest  of  the 
division  between  hall  and  pen  being  removed  to 


which  leaves  the  platform  free  and  easily 
cleaned  when  it  is  also  raised  up  and  both  held 
in  perpendicular  position  through  the  day  by 
the  brace  from  roof,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3.  This  is 
a  very  convenient  and  cheap  arrangement,  and 
very  easily  kept  clean  and  free  from  vermin. 
The  platform  when  down,  is  high  enough  from 
floor  to  allow  fowls  to  pass  under  it  readily. 
There  is  a  door  at  each  end  of  hall,  so  that  one 
can  pass  clear  through.  Wire  netting  is  placed 
over  window  spaces,  inside,  so  that  fowls  can 


show  the  chicken  door  as  described.  The  small 
door  at  end  of  hall  is  the  one  opening  to  the  out- 
side, and  should  be  shown  the  same  hight  of  in- 
side door  from  hall  to  pen,  as  shown  in  Fig.  1. 
Fig.  3  is  an  inside  view  from  the  hall  or  feeding 
room  h ;  n  is  the  door  from  hall  into  pen ;  w, 
water  jar;  the  engraver  has  marked  the  feed 


trough  iv  also ;  feed  and  water  are  taken  by  the  himst'l 
fowls  through  the  spaces 
f  r\  the  perpendicular 
rods  are  round  and  per- 
fectly smooth,  so  as  not  to 
injure  the  feathers  The 
box  e  is  for  nests.  The 
door  a  is  hinged  to  let 
down,  with  space  6,  large 
enough  to  see  through 
into  nests,  and  button  at 
a.  The  board  above  nests, 
feed  trough,  etc.,  answers 
for  a  table  on  which  to  set 
food,  baskets,  etc.  In  the 
pen,  at  left  side,  is  the 
roosting  platform  ele- 
vated for  the  day,  and 
marked  p.  It  is  hinged  on 
lower  side,  and  has  two 
legs  also  hinged  so  that 
they  drop  forward  to  their 
place  when  let  down  for 
the  night.  It  is  held  up 
through  the  day  bv  the 
brace  shown,  which  is 
fastened  to  the  roof  at  t. 
This  roosting  platform  is 
shown  in  Fig.  4,  let  down 
for  the  night.  It  consists 
of  a  smooth  platform  of 
boards  with  two  legs  (one 
seen  at  a),  and  hinged  to 
the  boards  that  form  the  lower  part  of  partition 
between  pens.  On  top  of  this  platform  are  the 
roosts,  also  hinged  to  the  wall  and  having  two 
legs  hinged  so  they  will  drop  down  out  of  the 
way  when  platform  is  elevated  in  the  morning 
after  it  is  cleaned.  The  platform  below  the 
roosts  is  simply  to  catch  the  droppings.  The 
roosting  frame  is  raised  up  in  the  morning, 


Fig.  l 

not  pass  out  when  windows  are  raised.  This 
wire  netting  also  forms  the  partitions  between 
the  pens,  and  between  hall  and  pens,  above  the 
board  partitions  and  the  nesting  and  feeding 
departments.  Doors  from  hall  into  pens  are 
simply  frames  covered  with  wire  netting.  Oppo- 
site each  pen,  in  front  side  of  house  is  a  small 
window,  just  below  the  roof,  1x2  feet,  hinged  at 
top,  and  opened  by  cord  and  pulley.  This  (front) 
view  of  house  is  not  given.  Hall  is  3%  feet  wide. 

The  roof  is  made  of  matched  lumber,  covered 
with  two-ply  tar  paper  and  painted  over  with 
tar  paint.  This  paper  cost  $1.35  per  roll,  and  it 
took  five  rolls  to  cover  the  roof,  50  by  16  feet. 
The  inside  of  house,  all  around,  is  lined  with 
single-ply  tar  paper,  at  87%  cents  per  roll.requir- 
ing  three  rolls.  The  lining  is  fastened  in  place 
by  lath  tacked  on  securely. 

This  house  has  five  pens,  and  will  accommo- 
date as  many  different  breeds,  15  fowls  in  each, 
or  75  in  all.  It  is  made  of  cull  lumber  surfaced 
on  one  side,  and  cost  as  follows: 

Lumber,  complete   $  68 

Hardwire,  rope,  etc   12 

Tar  paper  and  tar  paint   13 

Wire  netting— 2  rolls  4  feet  wide  150  feet  long 

or  600  square  feet  in  each  roll,  at  $6   12 

Carpenter  work   40 

Total  cost  ,  $145 

Mr  Houghton  estimates  that  a  house  of  two 
pens  and  runs  can  be  built  at  not  to  exceed  $40. 
Any  one  handy  with  tools  can  do  the  work 


pie  cause  of  the  disease  is  running  on  hard  dry 
ground.  When  we  have  hot,  dry  weather,  and 
feet  do  not  get  wet  for  months,  (as  this  year) 
they  are  liable  to  the  disease.  Our  roosts  are 
not  over  16  inches  high,  and  our  chickens  never 
fly  over  the  fence.  Our  fowls  that  are  on  an  un- 
limited range  and  that  are  out  in  the  dew  and 
wet  grass,  are  never  troubled  with  the  disease. 
Our  mode  of  treatment  is  as  follows:  As  soon  as 
we  see  the  least  sign  of  swelling  of  the  feet  we 
catch  the  patient  and  pick  the  scab  off  of  the 
foot  and  squeeze  out  the  core, 
or  cheesy  substance.  If  it  does 
not  come  out  readily  we  lance 
the  foot  deep  down,  clean  out 
well,  and  put  a  large  flaxseed 
poultice  on  the  foot,  and 
change  every  day  until  all  pus 
is  drawn  out.  If  the  foot  has 
no  scab,  and  is  swollen,  lance 
in  the  softest  part  of  the  foot, 
or  where  you  see  the  pus  is 
forming.  Sometimes  the  swell- 
ing will  be  on  top  of  the  foot, 
between  the  toes.  We  have 
had  over  one  dozen  cases  of 
bumble  foot  this  season,  and 
have  treated  them  all  as  above 
and  they  are  now  as  sound  as 
ever.  Sometimes  we  take  two 
and  three  cores  out  of  their 
feet  before  they  get  well,  as 
large  as  a  large  hazel-nut. 
When  we  leave  the  poultice 
off  we  grease  the  foot  well 
with  mutton  tallow,  and  keep 
a  soft  cloth  on  the  foot  for 
sevetal  weeks.  For  crop 
bound  do  nothing  for  them  ex- 
cept to  knead  the  crop  half  an 
hour,  three  times  a  day,  and  at 
time  of  kneading  give  half 
teaspoonful  of  some  kind  of 
oil,  (castor),  or  atablespoonful 
of  water  or  milk.  Give  no  food  until  crop  is 
empty,  then  feed  on  soft,  easily  digested  food, 
such  as  bread  and  milk,  rice,  etc.  We  have  per- 
fect success  with  this  treatment.  Don't  neglect 
either  of  the  diseases  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
then  because  you  lose  your  patient  say  the 
remedy  is  a  "humbug." 

[The  remedy  for  crop  bound  is  mild  and 


Fig.  4. 

easily  tried,  We  would  like  others  to  give  their 
opinions  as  to  bumble  foot  occurring  mostly  in 
dry  weather.     It  is  the 
lady's    experience  that 
such  is  the  case. — Ed.] 


Fig.  3. 

Crop  Bound  and  Bumble  Foot. 

MRS.  J.  W.  HILE,  VALLEY  FALLS,  KANSAS. 

Will  give  you  our  experience  with  crop  bound 
and  bumble  foot.  We  were  never  troubled  with 
bumble  foot  until  this  summer,  which  has  been 
an  unusually  dry  season,  and  I  think  the  princi- 


Eggs  Fay. 

It  is  a  certainty  that 
raising  poultry  for  egg 
production,  pay  the  farm- 
er. As  a  general  thing 
the  fowls  that  the  farmer 
keeps  in  his  barnyard, 
and  on  which  he  expends 
but  little  pays  best  of  all 
his  live  stock;  but  when 
attention  is  paid  espe- 
cially to  fowls  properly 
fed,  housed  and  attended, 
after  deducting  the  cost 
of  keeping,  care,  interest 
per  cent,  from  the  amount 
for  which  the  eggs  sell, 
there  is,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  a  larger  balance  on 
the  credit  side  of  the 
ledger  than  is  found  in  connection  with  any 
single  department  of  farm  industry. 

 •  

A  good  farmer  will  have  a  house  for  his  hens, 
just  as  he  has  a  stable  for  his  horses  and  a  sty 
for  his  hogs.  A  fowl  house  should  be  well  venti- 
lated, rat  proof,  and  have  a  box  sunk  in  the  floor 
lor  the  fowls  to  dust  in. 
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Chickens  should  never  be  allowed  to  roost  till 
ten  or  twelve  weeks  old.  If  allowed  to  roost 
their  breasts  often  get  crooked  and  their  growth 
and  appearance  at  the  table  spoiled.  Occasion- 
ally we  see  an  otherwise  fine  turkey  most  un- 
sightly from  the  cause. 


Wilson's  Hand  Bone  Mill.— To  fill  the  egg- 
basket  keep  the  poultry  supplied  with  bones,  shells, 
and  offals  of  bones  with  meat  on,  ground  to  a  suit- 
able size.  To  do  this  get  one  of  Wilson's  hand  mills. 
See  advertisement. 


30 
W 


dajrsonlj.— V)  per  cent  off  Wj&'.m  1  Spaniel 
pup  8  months  old.    E.F.Tiffany,  Brooklyn,  Pa. 


anted.— 728-egg  Perfect  Hatcher,  imp'd.  S.C. 
W.  Leg.  e'ks  for  sale.  F.  Kinzey,  Blauvelt,  N.  Y. 

T7T/~1  O  for  hatching  from  WhiteDorkinss. 
XLiV^rvTO   R.  Fkank  JIooke,  Milford  Mills,  Pa. 

1 1  CO  buvs 250  N'ote  Heads  and 250  Envelopes.  Try 
2>  1 . 0  J  it.  CITIZEN  PUB.  CO.,  Jeffersonville,  O. 

WYANDOTTE  EGGSr^8S?r  per 

BO¥  MO  WRY.  Covington,  Ohio. 

hue  MINORCAS  (from  imported),  W.  Guineas, 
Wy&-.-  (Brigg's),  P.  Ducks,  P. Rocks  (Frost's). 
Eggs.irnderhiirsP.Y;  " 


Yards,  VineValley,YatesCo.,N.Y. 


$300  FORM  $10  BREEDING  POULTRY 

one  year.   How,  10c ts.    CO.  Whitney,  Hudson, Mich. 

AH.  IiANO,  Toledo,  O.— Wyandottes,  Lang- 
•  shans,  L.  Brah's,  P.  Rocks,  Legh's,  P.  Games. 
Enclose  stamp  for  prices  and  mention  Poultry  Keeper. 

OR  LIGHT  AND  DARK  BR  A  11.11  AS.  ad- 
dress KIjIIKR  E.  MU<j»G,  Dnndee,jMieh. 


F 


HA.  WATTLES,  AGENT  PACIFIC  EX- 
.  PRESS,  Bayneville.  Han.    Choice  B. 
B.R. Games  and  Wyandottes.  Eggs  82  per  13. 


West  Rock  Poultry  Yards,  D.C.  Monson  breeds, 
Stan.Wyan's,  P'.R's,  S.  C.  B.  Leg's.    Eggg  for 
hatching,  ?1.50  per  13;  J2  per  26,  Westvilie,  Conn. 


TflR  CJll  C  .  100  Fine  s-  c-  B-  Leghorn 

run  OHlC.  Pullets.  No  cir.  Write  for  wants. 
BOET.  1IAJI1LL.  Cochranville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

WHITE  P.  ROCKS  (Frost's  Strain)  exclusive- 
ly.  Eggs  for  hatching.    Descriptive  circular 
free.  J.  D.  WILSON,  Rosemont,  N.  J. 

EGGS. -Wyandotte  and  Wyandotte-Brahma crosses 
for  Incubator,  of  hensdisq.  for  ex.  Live  and  let  live 
prices.  F.G.Dittman,  Fairmount  Hill,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Thos.  Seabrooks,  Jr.,  Stockton,  Hunterdon  Co. ,  N.  J. , 
S.C.B. Leg's  (Richards),  S.C.  W.  Leg's  (Smith's) 
S.C.B. Leg's!  Westcott's),  Lang's! Croads).  Eggs  $1.50 


EGGS. 


Choice  L.  Wyandotte  82  per  13, 

83  per  26.         DR.  A. D. DECKER, 
Pleasant  Plains,  S.I.,  Prince's  Bay  P.  O.,  N.  Y. 


U^-HK  BRAHMAS. 

 GRAND  SPECIMENS.  

Thomas  Perrine,  Camp  Hagerman,  Ohio. 


LT.  BRAHMAS,  LANGSHANS,  P.ROCKS 
Brown  Leghorns  only  *3  per  Trio.  Orders  booked 
for  eg 
Eliza 


ggs,  SI  for  setting  of  13.  Address  J. D.Fuliner, 

ibeth  City,  N.C. 


ATLANTIC  POULTRY  YARDS  -Recent 
impor.  from  England,  W.C.  and  S.C.  Dork. 

lngs.    Eggs  after  Jannarv  1.   Stamp  for  circular. 
C.  M.  JORDAN  A  CO.,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

PINELAND  POULTRY  YARD  BROODER.- 
The  only  reliable  outdoor  brooder.  First 
prize  at  National  Poultry  Show,  Indianapolis,  18S8. 
Also  at  New  York  City,  New  Jersey  State  Fair,  etc. 
Circular  free.  M.  Davenport,  English  town,  N.J. 


TO  INCUBATOR  MAKERS  ! 

Our  Electro  Magnetic  Damper  Motor  will  turn  any 
sized  damper  positively  either  way  every  time  con- 
nection is  made  at  thermostat.  Battery  is  only  in 
action  while  damper  is  turning  so  that  Leclanche 
Battery  is  used  and  will  last  for  many  months  with- 
out attention  or  expense.  Price  for  Motor  85-00. 
Send  for  catalogue  of  Batteries,  Motors,  Thermostats, 
Wires  and  Electrical  Supplies. 

J.  H,  BUNNELL  «Sfc  CO,, 

106  and  108  Liberty  Street,  New  York. 


RED  PYLE  GAMES. 

CHAMPION  STRAIN. 

I  have  recently  purchased  a  grand  Breeding  Pen  of 
America's  leading  breeder  of  this  variety,  Mr. 
Eugene  Sites,  of  Ohio.  This  pen  is  headed  by  the 
cock  that  won  1st  as  cockerel  at  Chicago  and  St. 
Louis,  October.  1884.  First  prize  and  Silver  Medal, 
New  Orleans  Exposition,  January,  1885.  First  prize 
at  .Madison  Square,  New  York,  February,  1886. 
Score  95,'^poiuts;  also  his  mate  at  above  shows,  a  hen 
bred  by  T.  P.  Lyon,  of  England.  1st  and  2nd  prize 
pullets  Cleveland,  Jan.  1888.  and  four  other  pullets, 
equally  good,  all  bred  by  Sites,  making  as  fine  a  pen 
of  Games,  as  there  is  in  this  country.  Mr.  Sites  has 
transferred  all  his  egg  trade  to  me.  I  will  spare  a 
limited  number  of  eggs,  at  £5.00  per  13.  Address 
Ide Rossiter,  Box  232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa. 


TO  .AJLL 

WHO  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  KNOWING-  WHAT  KIND 
OF  A  JOURNAL 

THE  RURAL  NEW-YORKER 

CLAIMS  TO  BE. 


It  was  established  in  1850.  It  is  published  for  all  parts  of  the  country  alike 
and  for  all  who  own  a  home.  During  the  past  12  years  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands 
that  it  has  worked  a  new  era  in  rural  journalism.  It  is  original  throughout.  It 
is  filled  with  contributions  from  the  best  writers  in  the  world.  It  is  the  only- 
farm  weekly  that  employs  its  own  artists  and  over  500  original  illustrations  are 
presented  every  year.  It  is  the  first  journal  to  have  established  an  experiment 
farm,  and  the  only  one  working  such  a  farm  in  the  interests  of  its  readers.  The 
object  of  this  farm  is  to  test  all  kinds  of  new  seeds  and  plants  whether  ornamental 
or  economical ;  to  produce  ne  v  kinds  of  grain  by  cross-breeding  ;  to  test  new  farm 
implements,  fertilizers,  methods  of  culture,  with  a  view  to  producing  the  great- 
est yields  at  the  smallest  cost. 

The  Rural  New-Yorker  has  no  other  than  the  true  interestsof  agriculture 
to  subserve.  It  has  neither  seeds  nor  plants  nor  books  nor  anything  whatever 
to  sell.  It  is  conducted  purely  in  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  and 
stock-keeping.  Its  tests  of  plants,  seeds,  manures  and  implements  are  made  re- 
gardless of  individual  interests  or  those  of  advertising  patrons.  It  holds  the  in- 
terests of  land  culture  as  above  all  others,  and  its  aim  is  to  benefit  all  who 
occupy  themselves  in  the  culture  of  land  and  its  attendant  industries,  either  for 
pleasure,  profit,  or  support. 

It  has  no  axes  to  grind  and  claims  to  be  a  complex  jouinal  of  rural  affairs. 
The  aim  of  the  R.  N.-Y.  is  to  present  a  pure,  sound,  dignified  yet  aggressive 
journal  that8hall  be  thoroughly  independent  and  work  only  for  the  highest  ideal 
of  country  life.  The  Rural  goes  to  every  section  of  North  America,  and  its 
readers  are  usually  the  leading  men  ot  the  community.  Its  striking  and  original 
features  render  it,  as  we  believe,  beyond  question,  the  best  exponent  of  agricul- 
tural thought  in  the  country.  It  does  not  depend  upon  second-hand  articles  or 
engravings  to  fill  its  pages.  It  costs  %r  more  to  publish  than  any  other  journal 
of  its  class  Its  market  reports  are  reliable.  Its  Woman's,  Domestic  Economy, 
Literary,  and  News  Departments  are  conducted  by  specialists.  Its  Eye-Opener, 
with  its  scathing  exposure  of  all  frauds  and  humbugs  has  saved  its  subscribers 
thousands  of  dollars  every  year.  Its  illustrations  are  a  strong  feature.  New 
fruits,  grains,  implements,  flowers,  faim  and  garden  devices,  fine  stock,  portraits 
of  eminent  ruralists  are  faithfully  6hown,  while  its  hardhitting  full-page  car- 
toons, which  appear  from  time  to  time,  help  the  farmers'  cause  by  adding  dig- 
nity to  his  occupation.  Small  fruits  of  ah  kinds  are  a  specialty.  Hundreds  of 
different  kinds  of  grapes,  strawberries,  raspberries,  etc.,  etc  ,  may  be  seen  under 
test  at  the  Rural  Grounds.  All  ornamental  trees,  shrubs  and  vines,  herbaceous 
plants,  hardy  enough  to  endure  the  climate,  may  also  be  seen  there.  Not  less 
than  200  different  kinds  of  hybrids  between  wheat  and  rye  and  of  cross-bred 
wheats  ;  hybrids  between  blackberries  and  raspberries,  between  roses,  etc.  may 
also  be  seen.  The  R.  N.-Y.  may  be  read  by  any  member  of  the  family  without 
fear  that  its  influence  will  be  other  than  for  good.  Its  advertising  columns  are 
also  guarded  with  unusual  care. 

Such  are  among  the  claims  made  for  this  journal,  and  we  know  that  the  best 

people  of  the  country  willfully  endorse  them. 

It  is  published  weekly  on  fine,  heavy  paper.  The  price  is,  for  single  copies, 
$2.00  a  year  in  advance ;  or,  $1.50  in  clubs  of  five  or  over.  W«  have  no  other 
etrms  Specimen  copies,  posters,  etc.,  for  those  who  wish  to  act  as  agents,  will 
be  promptly  mailed  without  charge.  Address 

THE  RURAL  HEW- YORKER, 


34  Park  Row, 


New  York. 


The  Poultry  Keeper  Company  will  send  both  the  Rural  New-Yorker  and 
the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year  for  $2.25. 


MAPLE  FARM  DUCK  YARDS. 

The  Largest  Duck  Farm  in  America 

Our  Imperial  Pekin  Ducks  have  won  First  Prem. 
in  every  New  England  State  and  nearly  every  State 
in  the  Union.  We  are  prepared  to  furnish  eggs  in 
season.    No  birds  for  sale.         J.  KAMtlX. 

South  Easton,  Mass. 

Wr  n  CD*  11 ICU  23  years,   jr.  BENNETT, 
.  r.  D.  OrHniOn  Snnman,  Inil.  Cir. free. 
Eggs:  13  for  f2,  33  for  $4,  50  for  f6,  100  for  $11. 


KMAKE  MONEY 

vour  Poultry,  Eggs,  Butter,  etc.,  to  me;  you  can  also 

SAVE  MONEY 

of  me.  Write  for  catalogue,  price  list  and  shipping 
tags.   KefertoP.  H.  Jacobs.  Address, 

3P.  XX.  SPRAGTJE, 

General  Commission  Merchant, 

224  S.  WATER  ST.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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~TM~~i  /"I  C!  for  hatching  from  White  Minorcas. 

Jli  VJT\T©  E.  FbanK  Moore,  Milford  Mills,  Pa. 

PHOTOS— Samples  2  cents;  worth  25  cents.  Send 
now  to  WAEFEL,  Photographer,  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

ior  Sale  or  To  Let.— One  225  Egg  Incubator. 
B.  A.  CHAPMAN,  Ludlow,  Vermont. 


F 


BLACK  MINORCAS.— 1st  prize  at  Phila.,  '87. 
Eggs  at  moderate  prices— hatch  guar.    Also  G. 
Bantams.  W.M.HANEY,  Hammonton,  N  .J. 

FOR  SALE.— A  No.  3  Eureka  Incubator  and 
Brooder;or  will  exchange  for  a  registered  St. 
Bernard  dog.     T.  H.  HASTINGS,  Vulcan, Mich. 

FOR   SALE. -EGGS    FROM     W.  JAVA. 
L.Brahma  and  P.  Cochin  fowls.    Send  for  price 
list.  L.  J.  HILL,  Leechburg,  Arm.  co.,Pa. 

I  IPUT  DDAUMKC  exclusively  (Felch  Strain. J 
LlUfll  DnHnlllHO  Eggs  S3  00  for  13:or$S.(,0  for 

26.   Address  A.  R.  Canfield,  Webster  Groves,  Mo. 

tlftC  Enreka  Incubator  and  Brooder  for 

$IUU  860.300 egg  size, nearly  new.  A  bargain, with 
reasons  for  selling.  Jos.D.Wilson,Rosemont,  N  .J. 


LT.  Brahma  Eggs  ?2  per  13;  also  Chickens  by  trios. 
Bred  from  the  best  pens  in  the  country.    Sirs.  J. 
A.  MeMAHAN,  Box  229,  Clearwater,  Kan. 


Thoroughbred  Black  Leghorn  Eggs  for 
sitting  ?2  for  13,53.50  for  26.   Orders  rec. and  eggs 
del. when  wanted. L.Wood,  1109Myrtle  av.,  Balto,  Md. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING.   Send  to  headquar- 
ters for  illustrated  catalogue  of  poultry  and  eggs. 
Address    K INTER  «fc  CO.,  Props.,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING   from  Pure  Stock 
only:  per  13:  B.  Leghorns  and  P. Rocks, $1.50,  L. 
Brah'sand  \Vyan's,S2.  . J.G.Clemmer, Lansdale, Pa. 


VALLEYVIEW  POULTRY  FARM,  Lan's, 
W van's,  B. Minor's,  Leg's  and  Ham's.Eggs $1 
and  $3  %( 13.   J.O.  McClintic,  Prop. ,  Belleville,  Pa. 

Dnur  MCA  I  for  Poultry,  Granulated  Bone  and 
DUUL  IIILHL  Crushed  Oyster  Shells.  Send  for 
Price  List.    York  Chemical  Work«,  York,  Pa. 


DENVER,  COL.  ,,J-  - 


_  3.  Leghorns,  Wyandottes  and 
Langsbaus.ist  and  2d  on  cock's,  1st  and  2d  on  breed, 
pen  at  Dec.  exhibition,  '87.    Eggs  $2.50     13,  $4  $  26. 


PURE  BRED  JAVAS,  WYANDOTTES, 
Langshans,  Light  Brahmas.Eggs  $1.50  and  $1.00 
per  13.  P.  Ducks  eggs,  75c.  per  11.  Old  and  young 
stock  for  sale.  Geo.  F.Doohttle,  Owatonna,  Minn. 


FINE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  CHEAP  for 
quality.  Also  a  number  scoring  90  to  93  by  Ward 
at  Iowa  State  Pouttrv  Show,  Dec.  '87.  Seed  and  Plant 
Cata.  for  stamp.   ^  Bancroft.  Florist,  Cedar  Falls,  la. 


FOR  SALE 


Write 


Entire  stock  of  W.  Wyandottes, 
White  P.  Rocks,  B.  Minorcas, 
Antwerp   Pigeons  and  Bees. 
J.  F.  S  WARTLEY,  Chalfont,  Pa. 


C A.Sharp  *  Co..  Props., Mt. Pleasant  Poultry 
•Farm,  Lockport,  N,  Y.  Importers  of  high  scoring 
B.&  W. Minorcas  and  B.  Andalusians;  eggs  $3^13; 
S.C.W.&  B. Leg's, $2  $  13. Grand  birds. Cor. solicited. 

SAVE  YOUR  CHICKS  by  using  METZ'S 
Gapeworm  Extractor,  patented.  Gapes  re- 
moved without  the  least  injury  to  the  chick.  Sure 
cure.  Write  for  cir.  Agts.  want.  N .  Metz,  Lansdale,  Pa. 


VDTr^TT1  our  16-paged  catalogue,  prices  low. 
JA_CjJCj  A  $10  pair  of  fowls  to  the  luckv  one. 

0 years'  abreeder.  )  J.  S.  Macomber  A  Co., 
varieties  for  188S. )        St.  Charles,  Minn. 


HEAVY   WEIGHT   LIGHT   Bit  A II II  AS 
for  sale  at  living  prices  to  all.  Eggs  $1.00  per  13. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Address 

GEO.  RILEY,  Black  River,  N.Y. 


r>E  ROSSITER,  Box  232,  Girard.  Erie 
Co.,  Pa.,  Breeder  of  Games  only.  B.  B.  Reds, 
Red  Pyle,  Silver  Duckwings,  Thorndales,  Claibornes. 
and  Belfasts.  Our  breeding  fowls  score  from  95  to  97 
points.  Eggs  $2.50  and  $3. Oo  per  13.  Our  Pits  are 
4ead  game. 

CRUNDY'S  SAFETY  NEST- 

Beats  incubators.  Only  one  hen  at  a  time  can 
get  on  this  nest.   While  on.  no  animal  or  fowl 

can  touch  her.  Can  come  off  when  she  likes.  Stops 
egg  eating  and  egg  breaking.  Costs  onlv  9  cents. 
Anybody  can  make  it.  Description  free.  FRED 
GRUNDY,  Morrisonville,  Christian  county,  111. 


"VMAti.VKA    RIVER  POULTRY  YARDS. 

J3I  Prize  winning  Light  Brahnias.  Buff  Cochins, 
Orange  Strain:  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  own  im- 
portation, and  White  Wyandottes,  Briggs  Strain. 
Send  for  large  free  circulars  and  get  posted  on  ?25  in 
gold  offer.    Chas.  H.  Akerley,  Tonawanda,  N.  Y. 

TIM  I  FRflllV    SP^EDO,  Rreeder  of 

IIIII  LtnUUA,  White  fowls  exclusively.  W. 
Wyandottes,  W.P.Rocks,  W.: Minorcas,  W.Dorkings, 
W.Javas,  W. Leghorns,  W. Guineas.  Light  Brahmas 
and  Pekin  Ducks.  Eggs  for  sale  now.  Send  for  il- 
lustrated circular.  Mention  this  paper. 


HEALTH 


If  lost,  how  to  regain  it, 
no  matter  what  your  dis- 
ease, write  for  our  new 
book  "A  Plain  Road  to 
S^iV"  Sent  free-  CHICAGO  MAGNETIC 
SHIELD  CO.,  No.  6  Central  Music  Hall,  Chicago. 


LANGSHANS— score  90  to  96.  Stock  and  egg 
Crimson  Games.  I.W.  Smith,  Oakland,  P 


The  Elliott  Box  Co's  New  Basket  and  In- 
side Boxes  for  shipping  eggs  for  Hatching  and 
Market  are  the  best  and  most  compact  thing  out. Send 
or  illus.  price  list  to  ill  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


HENRY  ARND,  ODIN,  ILL., 

Rocks,  Laced  aud  White  Wyandottes,   White  and 

RSSGERfflflN  MASTIFF  DOGS. 


THE  FAMOUS  WHITEWASHER 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR, 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  for 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate 
hen  lice,  roup,  cholera,  etc.  Send  stamp 
for  circular  which  is  very  instructive. 
Address  F.  Schwarz,  M'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Box  65. 


I874--EGGS!  EGGS!  EGGS !--(888 

My  Standard  Plymouth  Rocks  have  another  year  to 
their  credit  for  eggs  every  day.  13  $1.25,  26  $2.00.  M. 
B.  Turkeys,  11  $3.00.  Prize  Pekin  Ducks,  $1.00  for 
13.  Two  extra  eggs  with  each  sitting  on  all  orders 
received  in  February,  delivered  when  wanted. 
GEORGE  DAYTON,  South  Ballston,  N.Y. 


$1.00  FOB  10  CENTS! 

Send  10  CENTS  in  stamps  for  valuable  poultry 
book  and  catalogue  of  Fine  Poultry,  containing  val- 
uable information.    Fifty  varieties  of  poultry. 
I  send  The  Poultry  Keepeii  l  year  free  to  those 

ordering  $5  worth  of  stock  or  eggs  at  one  time. 
LOCUST  GROVE  POULTRY  AND  STOCK 
FARM. 

S.E.ANDERSON,  -  •  -  •  Newark,  Ohio. 


FM.  MUNGER, 
.  De  H  ALB.  ILLINOIS. 

Makes  a  specialty  of  Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  and.  Brown  Leghorns.  Send  for  my  new  ill- 
ustrated circular  for  1886,  showing  ruatings,  giving 
prices  and  prizes  won;  shows  how  to  build  a  cheap, 
warm  and  convenient  Poultry  House;  also  much  val- 
uable information  for  poultry  men.  N  ineteen  years  a 
breeder  of  fancy  fowls. 

ON 

-:  IMPERIAL  PEKIN  DUCKS  :■ 

At  the  great  New  York  Show,  Madison  Square 
Garden,  in  December,  I  won 

FIRST  PREMIUM  ON  PEKIN  DUCKS. 

Strong  competition.  Editor  Jacobs,  of  Poultry 
Keeper,  said  my  premium  pair«were  the  ''finest 
ducks  he  had  ever  seen."  My  breeding  stock 
selected  from  hundreds,  and  all  first  class.  Send  for 
circular.   Eggs  from  best  stock,  $2  per  dozen. 

wm.  Zj.  th  olgJjajBoaa  T 

HALLIS,  L.  I. 

P.O  Address— Box  42.  Jamaica,  L.  I. 


Wenauwet  Poultry  Yards, 

POCASSET,  MASS., 


Breeders  of 


Land  and  Water  Fowls. 

The  largest  establishment  for  breeding  standard 
birds  for  meat  aud  eggs  in  America.  Send  for  circular. 


WIRE  POULTRY  FENCE, 

Heaviest  and  best,  all  widths.    Price  only  three- 
quarters  of  a  cent  per  square  foot.  Write 
for  Price  List  and  discount. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO., 

215  G-reonxvicli  Stroot 

NEW  YORK. 


NICKEL-PLATED 

POULTRY 
MARKER 

Will  give  225  different  markings. 
Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  25c. 

Caponizing  Instruments  and  other 
Poultry  Specialties.  Send  for  Catl'g. 
W.H.WIGM0RE,107S.  8thSt.Phila.Pa. 


GEO,  T,  PITKIN, 

6 1  Waslungton  Street, 

CHICAGO,  ILL., 

Will  sell  you  better  fowls  and  eggs  of  the  following 
named  varieties  than  any  breeder  in  America:  Ply- 
month  Rocks.  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Rose-comb  leghorns,  Light  Brahmas,  P. 
Cochins  and  Rlnck  Java*.  Large  illustrated 
circular  free.  Will  send  a  beautiful  little  chromo  of 
a  pair  of  Plymouth  Rocks  for  4  cents  in  stamps. 


JOE  PAYS  THE  EXPRESS 

Again  for  1888, 

ON  EGOS  from  FIRST  CLASS  WYAN- 
DOTTE, LANCrSHA N,  LIGHT  BRAHMA, 
B.  JAVA  and  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  FOWLS. 

at  $2  per  13,  ?3  per  26  and  ?5  for  60.  Good  batch  guar- 
anteed .  Breeding  stock  for  sale  at  low  prices  NO  W. 
Send  for  circular. 

JOE  <3r3Fl^\.-^7'ES, 

American  Express  Agent.  Black  River,  N.  Y. 


SCRIBNER'S 

LUMBER 


LOG  BOOK. 


Over  One  million  Sold.  Most  complete  book 
of  its  kind  ever  published.  Gives  measurement  of  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  logs,  planks,  timber;  hints  to  lum- 
ber dealers;  wood  measure;  speed  of  circular  saws; 
care  of  saws;  cord-wood  tables;  felling  trees:  growth 
of  tree;  land  measure;  wages,  rent,  board,  interest, 
stave  and  heading  bolts,  etc.  Standard  book  through- 
out the  United  States  and  Canada.  Illustrated  edi- 
tion 1882.  Ask  your  bookseller  for  it.  Sent  post-paid 
for  35  cents.  G.  W.  FISHER, 

Box  238,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company  will  send  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  year  and  a  copy  of  this  book  both 
for  70  cents. 


IMPROVED  "c«  us  i  os 
excelsior  INCUBATOR 


Simple,  Penfect  and  Self-regulating. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL, 

P»t«ntw  «nd  8ole  Manufacturer.  QUINCY,  ILLINOIS. 


FIHE  PORTRAITS 


IN 

Crayon,  Pastel,   Grisaille,  Water- 
Color  and  Oil. 

BY  THE 

NEWYORK  ARTISTS' UNION 

No.  10  East  Fourteenth  St., 

NEW  YORK. 

This  Is  an  organization  embracing  superior  artistic 
talent.  Its  aim  is  to  protect  Capable  Artists  and  the 
public  from  the  operations  of  questionable  portrait 
and  landscape  dealers,  by  bringing  patrons  in  direct 
communication  with  the  artist. 

They  can  fill,  and  therefore  solicit  orders  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Conscientious  work  on 
the  smallest  as  well  as  the  largest  contracts  is  their 
rule.,  Great  care  is  taken  in  painting  portraits  of 
deceased  persons. 

The  Union  requires  no  payment  on  work  unless 
satisfactory.  Orders  given  are  filled  bv  trained 
artists,  at  prices  ranging  from  $12.00  upwards.  Their 
Pastel,  Crayon,  and  Oil  Portraits  are  the  best. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  our  many  patrons  who 
speak  highly  in  our  favor: 

Rev.  E.  P.  ROE.  Author. 

Col.  J.  A.  KNOX,  • 'Texas  Sittings.' ' 

Hon.  HENRY  GEORGE,  Author  of  "Progress 
and  Poverty." 

Mr.  THOMAS  A.  STEVENS,  who  circled  the  earth 
on  his  bicycle. 

Hon.  H.  T.  PEARCE.  Adv.  Manager  "Lippin- 
cott's  Magazine. ' ' 

Hon.  F.  T.  HODGSEN,  Editor  "Builder  and 
Wood- worker,  "  and  many  others. 

Portraits  can  be  made  from  any  likeness.  Tin-type, 
Photograph,  or  whatever  picture  you  may  have.  Now 
is  the  time  to  send  your  order.  Send  for  circular  to 
the 

NEWYORKARTISTS'UNION 

lO  East  Fourteenth  Street, 

NEW  YORK. 
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FOR  SALE— Langshans,  Wyandottes  and  Hou- 
dans. Sirs. M.E.Martin,  Greenfield,  Highland  co.  O 

"DEC 
±\,s; 


egistered  Thoroughbred  Plymouths.  Trios  for 
ale.  Eggs  booked  now.    Wm.  Lamb,  Quiney,0. 


P 


OR  SALE-  75  High  Scoring  P.  R.  Cockerels. 
Prices  reas.     W.  H.  Zimmerman,  Earlville,  111. 


"DOXJP  Receipt,  warranted  to  cure  or  no  pay,  send 
1 V  25c.  for  it.   Geo.  F.  Doolittle, Owatonna,  Minn. 

\\r  hiteP.  Rocks  (2  distinct  strains)  and  P.  Ducks 
VV  exclusively.    E.E.Truitt,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


FRED.  CROSBY,  Viola.  III.,  offers  for  sale 
White  and  Laced  Wyandottes  at  reasonable  prices 

FOR  SALE.— Black  Minorcas,  W.  P. Rocks,  W. 
Minor's. Eggs  in  sea. R.L.Blair,  CastleCreek,  N.  Y 


P Rocks  and  la.  Brahmas.  Pure  Vig.  Stock. 
.Eggs£T#i3,$3  $  26,A.L.Cleaveland,TJnion,N.Y 

Free  Book,  how  to  cure  poul.  dis.  by'Dr.  G.D.John- 
son, breed. of  Minor's,  Lan's,  Wyan's.  Laurel,  Del. 

AD.  LOXG,  Brookville,  Jeft    Co.,  Pa.,  breeds 
•  and  has  for  sale,  "White  Georgian  Games,  B. 
Javas,  Br.  Leghorns,  Wyandottes  and  Lt.  Brahmas. 


ii a  Farm  PoultryYards,  Washingtonville, 
N.Y.  Ex.  Strains,  W.&  L. Wyan's, B.  Audalus'ns 


tMPORTED  brown  leghorns. —  Eggs  and  birds 
ready.  Prices  moderate.  B.  Fox,  siewell,  N.  J. 


f)"r  (~*\     Pavs  for  the 

V   •   Friend  one  year. 


Poultry  Guide  and 
Claremout,  Va. 


E 


GENTS  wanted.  $1  an  hour,  50  new  articles.  Catl. 
L  and  sample  free.  C.  E.  Marshall,  Lockport,  N.Y. 

G«S  from  Wyandottes,  W.  and  L.  P.  Rocks . Extra 
fine  stock.      J.  HEACiY ,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 


DJ.  PERRY,  Earlville,  111.,  breeder  ot  Chester 
•  Wh.  Swine,  P. Rocks,  strains,  Essex,  Conger, 
Pitkin.  6  males,  S5,  5  hens  and  1  male,  m^ted,  for  ?5. 

Thos.P.  Simpson,  Washington, 
D.  C.  No  atty '  s  f ee  until  Patent  ob- 
ained.  Write  for  Incubator'  sGuide 


PATENTS 


B 


BONZE  TI'RKETS  and  P.  Rocks  a  specialty. 
WM.  H.  VAX  DOREN,  BUCKINGHAM,  ILL." 


T 


horoughbred  P.  Rs,,  S.C.  B. Leghorns,  Imp.  P. 
Ducks.  D.O.Bacon,  410  Clark  St.,  Ft.  Scott,  Kan 


F 


INE  W.  Leghorn  and  P.  Rock  cockerels,  ?2  and 
$3  each.  G.  E.  Chalfant,  Brooklyn  Village,  O. 


8 


trictly  Pure  B.Leghorn  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale. 
Circular  free.  P.  A.  AREH  ART,  Timberville,  Va. 


("^HOICE-P.  R.  cockerels,  eggs  from  thoroughbred 
„  Wyandottes  and  P. Rocks  in  season.  Reasonable. 
A.  M.  ShegoGCE,  Mount  Hope,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn. 

CHAS.  M.  GRIFFING,  Shelter  Island,  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.  Y.    Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes 
Eggs,  S3  per  13,  $5  per  26,  $6  per  39.  Send  for  circular 

HICKORY  Orchard  Stock  and  Poultry  Farm;  15 
leading  varieties  land  and  water  fowls.    P.  C.  Pigs 
and  Grey  Hound  Dogs.   J.  A.  Alger,  Kirksville,  Mo. 

FOR  SALK- 2C0  fine  Plymouth  Rock  and  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  Chicks,  all  from  my  grand  mating 
of  '87.    Send  for  circular  and  prices. 

II.  A.  BRADS  HA  W.  Lebanon,  Ind. 


s. 


C. 

sale. 


W.  Leghorns,  Knapp's  Strain,  for 

L.  F.  KKEBAUGH,  Hannibal,  Mo. 


"^"OTJR  name  and  address  on  a  neat  Rubber  Stamp, 
JL  with  self-inking  pad,  sent  postpaid  for  50  cents. 
Address,  GEO.  R.  BLAKELY, 

Bradford,  McKeau  county,  Pa 

QOn  funny  Selections,  Scrap  Picture^,  etc.,  and  nice  !  "OLUE  ANDALUSIANS,  (best  Leghorns  and  Mi- 
03U  Sample  Cards  for  2c.  Hill  Pub.  Co.,  Cadiz,  O.  ,  J3  uorcas),  L.  Brahmas,  (gold  medal  at  Atlanta), 
 Wyan's.,  Bantams,  awarded  20oprem's.  Eggsjjper 

HL,  SHELBY.  Beddieb.  Illinois.  1  set'g.  2  for$5;  sto.  V.  clieai).  Ill.circ u.  forstamp.  Oak- 

•  Breeder  of  Fine  Poultry,  i  wood Fai in,  Md.  Oflice,  1920G.  St.,  Washington,  D.C. 


B 


HAVARD  DOWNING,  Downingtown  Pa.. 
,  Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Inip'td.  W.  Minorcas. 

lanchard's  Poultry  Account  Book,  with  hey,  by 
mail,  30c.    Alfred  Blanchard,  Melrose,  Mass. 


PERFECT  Hatchers  and  Monarch  Incubators, 
Brooders,  Poultry  Foods.  Eggs  for  hatching  from 
1st  premium  birds.  All  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 
Send  for  circular.  W.  K.  REESE,  "Garretford 
Poultry  Farm,''  Garretford,  Pa. 


8 


ID  CONGER,  Flat  Rock.  Ind.,  breeds  the 
best  prize  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Seudforcir. 


INPIIDATilDC  FROM  S20.00  VP.  Circular 

I  a  U  U  DA  I  U  n  0  free.  Address, 

NEW  ERA  M'F'ft  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

WAND  B.  MINORCAS  and  Crevecoeurs,  recent 
•  importations;  W.and  Stan.Wyan.,  Langs.and 
P.  Bantams.  Cir'l.    Chas.  T.  Thomas.  Whitford,  Pa. 

FOR  Practical  Incubator  Heat  Regulators,  Egg 
Turners,  Moisture  Gauges,  Thermometers,  send 
for  circulars.   J.  W.  Hile,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas. 

BR.  KNAPP'S  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns  win- 
•  ning  1st  prizes  wherever  shown,    bend  stamp 
for  circular.  Box  470,  CORTLAND,  X  .  Y. 

JOHN  P.  PYLE  Willow  Dale  Pa.,  Thoroughbred 
Wyandottes,  M.  Javas,  Buff  Cochins.  L.  Brah- 
mas, P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  W.  Guineas,  P.  Ducks. 

WANTED.— A  young,   sober   and  industrious 
man  who  understands  caponiziug.  incubators 
and  man.  of  chick.  W.D.Harlan,  Box 643,  Wash..  D.C. 


QQ0  I  of  my  sales  last  year  proved  satisfactory  .1 
*7C3  |0  renew  my  offer  of  5  hens.  1  cock,  pure  P. 
Rocks  for  86,  delivered  to  express  office  freeof  charge. 
Send  for  illustrated  circular.  No  stamp  required. 
J.MeFarlaud, Prop.  Vernon  Foul.  Yards,  Vallonia,  Pa 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP— P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  White 
and  Laced  Wyandottes,  L.Brahnias,P.Ducks,T. 
Geese,  Br.  Turkeys,  Ital. Bees. Eggs  in  season.Single 
rates  ex.    N.J.  Israel,  Beallsville,  Monroe  co. ,  Ohio. 

WRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey.  Norwalk,  O.,  forcircu.and 
price  list  of  standard-lii  ed  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 

Still  lead  the  world. 
Prices  Reduced. 
E.  H.  GANCNG  A  CO., 
successors  to  Andrews  Hatcher  Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 


H: 


illside  Poultryand  Pet  Stock  Yards,  Geo.  Corre- 
von.Prop'r.  High-class  Poultry;  eggsforhatch- 
ingand  Pet  Stock  for  sale.   Box  67,  Norfolk,  Neb. 


C.  B.  FANT,p£cgEs.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breedsprize  P.  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
I  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94)4,  which  makes  them= 
the  finest  pen  in  the  world.  Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

FIVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
Sale  at  a  Bargain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES,  LANGSHANS, 
LIGHT  BBAHMAS,  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 
BBOWN  and  WHITE  LEGHOKNS,  Black 
Bntr  and  Partridge  Cochin.  Also  Pekin 
Docks.  W.H.  JOHNSON,  Jacksonville,  111. 
Orders  for  Eggs  now  booked. 

OLENTANGX  POULTRY  YARDS. -The 
most  extensive  poultry  range  in  Ohio.  37  houses 
and  44  yards  covering  10  acres  of  ground;  over  100ft 
choice  birds  of  all  the  leading  varieties  winning  first 
premiums  wherever  exhibited,  16  first  from  20  entries. 
Also  inventor  and  manufacturer  of  the  Olentangy 
Brooder.  A  few  choice  birds  for  sale.  Eggs  for  hatch. 
in  season.   Cir.  free.    Geo.  S.  Singer,  Cardington,  0„ 

-KING'S  PARK  POULTRY  YARDS,:- 

GLENVILLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


3VE  ONEY  SJ  ^±.~S7"E  ID  » 


.85F*Order  your  periodicals  of  us, 
and  save  money.  Look  at  this  list, 
and  see  that  you  get  in  many  instan- 
ces two  papers  for  less  than  the  prise 
of  one. 


ANDREWS  HATCHERS1 

M  Send  for  circular.    E.  K.  G, 


WHITE 


MINORCAS.  w«S:only- 

JESSE  RORERTS.  Erie,  Pa. 


CHOICE  EGGS.     Leading    Strains  P. 
Rocks,  Wyandottes, R.C.B.  Leghorns,  81. 50  f>  13. 
Eggs  for  incubators.    J.  A.  Robertson, Fairdale,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.— Perfect  Hatcher,  manufac.  at  El- 
mira, N.Y".  Capacity  800  eggs:  used  one  season: 
good  as  new.  Address  Dr.  F.Thayek,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

DCCT  Imported  and  Home-bred  Fowls  and 
DLO  I  Best  Incubator  and  Brooder.  Stamp 
for  circular.      J.  L,  HARRIS,  Ciunaminson,  N.  J. 

Plymouth  Bocks,  L.  Wyandottes,  Lane- 
shans,  W.  and  B.  Leghorns,  B. Minorcas, R.& M. 
Ducks.    Eggs.    J.Wanser,  Box  1276, Vineland,  N.J. 

HM.  LEWIS,  B1NGHAMTON,  N.  Y. 
.  White  Plymouth  Rocks  (Frost's  Strain), 
White  Wyandotte's  (Briggs' Strain).  A  fine  lot  of 
birds  to  select  from .  Write  to  me  for  bed  rock  prices. 


A BAGWELL,  Sharp,  Ky.,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
.  Langshans,  P.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Houdans, 
Leghorns  P.  Ducks  and  T.  Geese.  Eggs  from  prize 
winners  $1.50;  others  $1  per  13.    Circulars  free. 

Original  Mohawk  Valley  Poultry  Yards. 
'  Teko"  strain.  Gold  and  Silver  Laced  Wyan- 
dottes exclusively.  Exhibition  stock  a  specialty. 
Write  for  wants.  J.  H.  Nellis  &  Co,  Canajoharie,  N.Y 


American  Agriculturist  

Bee  Journal,  Chicago.. 
"  Farmer,  Baltimore.... 
'•       Farmer,  Ft.  Wayne... 

American  Garden,  New  York  

Art  Amateur  

Arthur's  Home  Magazine  

American  Rural  Home  

Baby  land  

Bee  Keepers'  Magazine(aft.Jan.l,  '87 

Breeders'  Gazette  

Chicago  Weekly  Inter-Ocean  

Century  

Christian  Herald,  New  York  

City  and  Country  

Cultivator  and  Country  Gentleman. 

California  Cackler  

j  Demorest's  Monthly  Magazine  

Detroit  Free  Press  

Farmer's  Review  

Farm  Journal,  Philadelphia  

j  Farmer,  Maryland  

i  Farmer  and  Manufacturer  

!  Farm  and  Fireside  

j  Fanciers'  Gazette,  (Poultry)  

Frank  Leslie's  HI.  Newspaper  

' '  Popular  Monthly. . . . 

"  Sunday  Magazine. . . 

Fanciers'  Weekly.  

Fanciers'  Review,  Chatham,  N.Y... 

Gardeners'  Monthly  

Gleason's  Companion  

Godey's  Lady's  Book  

Golden  Days  

Golden  Argosy  


PnRnC  Book  of  HIDDEN  NAME  CARDS, 
uHmUO  13  Funny  Stories.  5s0  Verses.  Songs.  Rid- 
dles, Speeches,  etc.,  and  a  copy  of  our  finely  illustra- 
ted paper,  all  for  a  2c  stamp.  Home  and  Youth,  Cadiz,  o 


EDMUND  Dlf  KEY,  Norwalk.  O.,  breeder  of 
Langshans,  Wyandottes,  Laced  and  White,  B. 
Minorcas,  P.  Rocks,  S.  C.B.  Leghorns,  L. Brahmas. 
Agt.  for  Buckeye  Brooder  and  Hatcher.  Send  for  cir. 


ed  Caps.  Par.  Cochins,  W.  Cochins,  Wyandottes, 
Br.  Turkeys.   R.  T.  PACE,  Salem.  Ind. 


20 


P.  Rock  cockerels  $1  each.  Well  marked,  early 
hatch,  warranted.  Jno.  F.  Neiman,  Woodville,  O 


Geo.  A.  Everitt,  Stockton,  N.  J.,  Laced  Wyan- 
dottes, S.C.  W.  Leghorns,  (Knapp's):  S.C.Brown 
Leghorns  (Croffuts),  (Richards),  B.  Minorcas.  Select 
stock.  Eggs  in  season, ?1  to  $2     set.  Satis,  guaranteed. 

FRANK  BEZZENBERGER.  ex-County  Collector, 
O'Fallon,  St.  Charles  Co.,  Mo.  W.  Leghorn,  Jas. 
E.  White's  choice  P.  Rocks,  ex.  ch.  Toulouse  Geese. 
P.  Ducks.  Ref.  1st  Nat.  TJn.  &  Sav.  Bk.  St. Charles. 

HEADQUARTERS 

For  Imported  LANGSHANS,  MINORCAS 
and  ROBBINGS.    Send  2c-stanvp  for  Catalogue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 


Game  Fowl  Monthly  

Harper's  Bazaar  

"  Weekly   

' '  Monthly  

"      Young  People.  

Horseman,  Chicago  

Household  

Housekeeper,  (Minn)  

111.  London  News  (Am.  Ed.)  

111.  Christian  Weekly  (new  subs.).. 
Rural  New-Yorker  (seed  premium) . 

Mothers  Magazine  

New  York  Tribune,  weekly  

"        World,  weekly  

Our  Little  Ones  and  Nursery  

Peterson's  Ladies'  Magazine  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Press  

Philadelphia  Weekly  Times  

Practical  Farmer,  Philadelphia  

Phrenological  Journal  

Poultry  Bulletin,  New  York  

Poultry  World  

Prairie  Farmer  

Presbyterian  Journal  

Poultry  Monitor,  Springfield,  O. ... 

Poultry  Yard,  (American)  

Poultry  Journal,  (American)  


■  fcmltry  Journal,  (Ohio), 
irou' 


CD  EST  32  COLUMN  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER. 

■   BlEC3{OOK  o<- LOVELY  SAMPLE  CARDS, 

Alphabet  of  Success.  5.15  Conundrums,  etc..  big  lot  of 
humorous  stories  and  full  outfit,  oil  for  only  2  cents,  and  our  splendid  paper  for 
young  people  with  25  One  eugravings  sent  free.    HILL  PUB.  CO. .  Cadiz.  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE.— White  P.  Rocks,  fowls  and  chicks, 
White  Wyandottes,  Black  Minorca  chicks  and 
Langshans.  Eggs  in  season.  W.  H. Cunningham, 
Chenango  Briuge,  N  ew  York. 


NEYIITS  &  CAUFFMAN,  Importers  and 
Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas,  Light 
Brahmas,  Buff  Cochins,  Langshans.  White  Wyan- 
dottes, White  Plymouth  Rocks.  White  and  Silver 
Grey  Dorkings,  La  Fleche  and  Rare  Bantams.  Send 
stamp  for  catalogue.  Office  204  Walnut  Place, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE.  -  Light  Brahmas,  Partridge  Cochins, 
Wyandottes,  Black  Minorcas,  W. C.B.  Polish,  75 
Pekin  and  Rouen  Ducks,  2  pair  Embden  Geese.  Stock 
1  first  class.  List  free.  J.T.  Bull  &  Bro.,Westville,0. 


'oultry  Monthly 

Poultry  Chum  

' '      Record ,  ( St.  Louis)  

"  Raiser  

"       Fancier,  (N.E  )  

Poultry  Guide  and  Friend  

Pigeon  Fanciers'  Journal  

Poultry  Mascot  

Scientific  American  

Seedtime  and  Harvest  

St.  Nicholas  

Southern  Fancier  

Toledo  Blade  

Vick's  Monthly  Magazine  

Wide  Awake  

Wyandotte  Herald  

Youth's  Companion,  (new  subsonly), 


-  » 

~ 
3 

Price  with  our 
paper  Incl'ded 
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PRESSEY'S  BROODER.  ^SSTnam* 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  ?25  and  $15.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.   Circulars  free. 

U.  XV.  PHUSSEY,  Hamraonlon,  >*.  J. 


„\!  DO  YOU  WANT  A  D  O  G  2  \j 


DOC  BUYERS    GUIDE,  a 

Colored  plates,  10O  engravings  ^ 
of  different  breeds,  prices  they  are 
worth,  and  where  to  buy  them 

Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
237  S.  Eighth  St.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


I 


HILL 


NCUBATO 


R 


Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 
HILL  M'F'CCO,,     CLEVELAND,  O. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING 

1  86 1.  2  S6t, 

Laced  Wyandottes   ?2.00  ?3.0o" 

Langshans      2.00  3.00 

White  Minorcas   4.00  7.00 

Pennsylvania  State  Fair,  Wyandotte  Chicks,  1st 

on  Breeding  Pen,  1st  on  Cockerel,  1st  on  Pullet. 
Bucks  County  Agricultural  Society,  Mr.  Beale, 

Judge,  1st  and  2nd  on  Pair. 
Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  2pd  on  Breeding  Pen  Chicks,  all 

pens  competing.  M.  H.  LEIDY, 

Blooming  Glen,  Pa. 

WAJfTEll.—  Every  reader  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  to  send  4c.  in  stamps  for  our  elegant 
60-page  catalogue  and  book  of  poultry  information, 
worth  $1.00.  1,000  Black  Minorcas,  White  P.  Rocks, 
Lit.  Brahinas,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  Leghorns,  B. 
Turkeys  and  Pekin  Ducks  for  sale  at  Tow  figures. 
Fine  B.  Minorcas,  $5  per  pair  (cockerel  and  pullet). 
Potiltry  Supplies  of  every  description  at  bottom 
prices.  Send  for  catalogue  to  9IICHIOAN  POUL- 
TRY FARM,  Saline,  Mich.  Largest  and  finest 
poultry  farm  in  the  West.  Catalogue  fully  describes 
ft.  Wanted  at  once  Perfect  Hatchers  or  any  standard 
Incubators  in  exchange  for  pure  bred  poultry,  sup- 
plies or  cash.   Describe  machine  and  give  cash  price. 


GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Teas 
and  Coffees.and  secnre  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.   For  full  particulars  address 
THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.        31  and  33  Vesey  St. ,  New  York. 


THERMOSTATIC 

INCUBATOR! 

Every  machine  now  in  use  gives  good  results.  Send 
for  circular. 

33.  S.  W  ICK, 

19  Part  Place,      -      .        -       New  York. 


^  JOLEDO.OHIO.^  £~ 


BREEDER  =>.! 


And 


b  Instant  relief,  final  cure  in  a  few  days,  and  nev- 
.  er  returns;  no  purge ;  no  salve :  no  suppository. 
1  Remedy  mailed  free.  Address, 

J .  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St. ,  New  York. 


Monarch.  Incubator. 

This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
record  of  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1885. 
Also  1st  premium  in  February  '86  at  the  same  place, 
all  the  machines  in  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium of  »40,  at  Waltham,  Dec.  1884.  Send  for'circu- 
l»r.        IAS.  RANKIN,  South  Fusion,  Mass. 


CHOICE  LT.  RRAHMAS,  $1  each;  eggs  from 
same  ?1  per  set.   A. N.Doane,  Gainesville,  N.Y. 

Edw.S.Hickman.Irrine, Warren  Co.,Pa., 
has  young  stock  of  the  following  varieties  for 
sale:  L.Brahmas.P.Rocks,  W.F.B. Spanish,  S.C.W. 
and  B .  Leghorns.  Bred  from  the  best  stock  in  the 
country.  Write  for  wants:  am  closing  out.  Eggs 
S3. 00  per  setting.    Send  stamp  for  circular. 


OLDRELIABLEPQULTRY  YARDS 

W.  II.  TODD,  Vermillion,  Ohio. 

Over  twenty  years'  experience  breeding,  showing 
and  judging.  Highest  class  Brahmas,  White  and 
Colored  P.  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  All  leading 
kinds  of  Poultry,  B.  Turkeys,  Toulouse  Geese.  Also, 
Ducks,  Ferrets  and  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Circulars 
free.  Eggs  insured  to  hatch.  Best  stock— lowest  prices. 


YOUlt  OWN 
Bone,  •Meal, 
Oyster  Shells, 
Graham  Flonr  &  Corn, .in  the) 


GRIND 

Braham  Floui  u 

C5HANDWILL 

•JJW  lOO  per  cent, 
y.  Also  POWER  M 


/orn.-in  the 
(F.Wilson'a 
Patent). 

_   -  _  .~  more  made) 

in  keepingPouItry.  Also  POWER  MILLS  and 
FARM.  FEED  MILLS.  Circulars  and  testimonial* 
sent  on  application.  WILSON  BROS.  Easton.  Pa. 


I  ST  MAD  MID 


Are  yom  going  to 
build  ?  Do  your 
roofs  leak?  Stan- 
dard Roofing  is 

cheap,  durable,  fire- 
proof. Can  be  ap- 
plied by  anyone;  on 
steep  or  flat  roofs. 
Sample  and  circu- 
klar  free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 
TS8  Bej  Street, 
New  Yohk. 


WYANDOTTES!  HOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.  and  Br.  Leghorns,  Langshans,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahinas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs, 
Laced  Wyandottes,  Pit  Games,  B.  B.  R.  Game 
Bant.,  W. Guineas,  Pekin  Ducks:  Eggs,  ?2  per  13. 

N.  Y.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings,  B.  B.  Reds,  Red  Piles  and  Malays; 
Andalustans.  WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Jap., 
Bantams ,  B.  Silver  Polish:  Eggs,  $3.  Imported 
Dark  Rrahmas,  Pekin  Rantams:  Eggs  $4. 
I wonl8 1st  and  special  prejuiums  at  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1886. 
THOS.  W.  LUDLOW,  Youkers,  N.  Y. 


-WHITE-1EGH0RNS- 

STAND  AT  THE  HEAD,  and  have  won  more  first 
and  special  prizes  than  all  other  strains  combined, 
at  tbe  six  largest  shows  ever  held  in  America. 

Our  White  Wyandotte  record  has  no  equal. 
Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated  circular,  giving  fvll 
information  and  highest  prize  record  ever  won  by 
any  breeder  of  any  variety.  Address, 


KTNTAFF  BROS., 
Box  50 1 .  3T"«."fc>i-iX!S»,  INT.  Y. 


lars. 


E.  R.  GIRRS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs,  Lop-Eared 
S  and  Common  Rab- 
bits. Send  2  l-cent 
stamps  for  eircu- 
Nobwalk,  Ohio. 


Lock  Drawer  649. 


THE 

NEW  MONITOR 

INCUBATOR. 

Self  regulating,  very 
simple  as  well  as  reliable. 
Williams'  Im.  Hydro. 
Incubator  and  I.  X.  L. 
Brooder.  Send  for  Illus. 
Circular. 

A.  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Bristol,  Conn. 


~Tpl~^  /""I  C  for  hatching  from  W.  Ply.  Rocks. 

XLilTVTO  R.Frank  MOORE, Milford  Mills,  Pa. 

X'    R.  DANA.  Radnor.  Del.  Co.,  Pa.. 
_LN  .   Breeds  the  best  Bronze  Turkeys,  Minor- 
cas, (imported  stock),  Langshans  and  Brazil- 
ian Ducks. 

PJ  im  returns.    Ko  indelicacy.  Neither 

knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
and  all  bowel  troubles — especially  constipation — cur- 
ed like  magic.  Sufferers  will  learn  of  a  simple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing.   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


,  I  ^5  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 

I  LEL9. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS!  ftMtftotSf 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  ana  Victoria  Swine.  Send  6  l-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  catal.  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
list  free.  J.  R.  BRABAZON,Prop'r.,Delavan,Wis. 


Ill  rCNTQ  (silver)  Pavs  f°r  your  address  in  the 
IU  uCH  I  O  ''Agent's  Directory,"  which  goes 
whirling  all  over  the  United  States,  and  you  will  get 
hundreds  of  samples,  circulars,  books,  newspapers, 
magazines,  etc.,  from  those  who  want  agents.  You 
will  get  lots  of  mail  matter  and  good  reading  free, 
and  will  be  well  pleased  with  the  small  investment. 
List  containing  name  sent  to  each  person  answering 
this  adver.      T.D.  Campbell,  Box  216,  Boyleston,  Ind. 


ALFRED  DOYLE, 
Breeder  of  Ijlglxt  Brah  tyi  &.S 
and  Liaiigsliazis. 

Choice  birds  for  sale.  Have  fine  symmetry,  markings, 
size  and  good  layers.  Eggs  in  season .  Prizewinners 
in  strongest  c  ompetition.  Circulars  ready.  Address 
Box  133,  Blue  Island,  111. 


F.  B.  SPANISH  AND  AMERICAN 
.  DOM1NIO.TTES.  Eggs  ?2  per  setting  of  13. 
FRANK  HOPPIN,  Hammonton.  N.  J. 


HAMMONTON  POULTRY  ASSO.,  Eggs 
from  all  varieties  of  fowls, Si. SO  to  $5  per  setting. 
Fowls  for  sale. C.M.Jordan,  Sec'y,  Hammonton,  N  .J, 


-:-S  P  L  E  N  D  I  D  PREMIUMS-:- 

For  Obtaining  New  Subscribers! 

No.  of  Subs.  Value.. 
1  700  Album  Verses,  $  15 

1  Incubators  and  Brooders,  (Jacobs)      -      -  25 

1  Management  of  Young  Chicks,  (Jacobs),  25 

1  Gaskell's  Hand  Book,  -----  25 

1  Architecture  Simplified,  -----  25 

1  How  to  Tell  the  Age  of  a  Horse.  30 

1  Poultrv  for  Pleasure  and  Profit,       -      -  25 

1  1001  Riddles,   25 

1  "One Thousand  Facts'",    ...      -  25 

1  Temperance  Volume,      -----  50 

1  Small  Fruits  and  Poultry,  -      -      -      -  35 

1  Poultry  for  Profit,  (Jacobs).  -      -      -      --  25 

1  Conklin's  Handy  Manual,      -  25 

2  German  Silver  Check  for  Keys,  -  -  25 
2  Fisher's  Grain  Tables,  -  40 
2  Scribner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  -  -  35- 
2  Ten  Packages  of  Garden  or  Flower  Seeds,  50 
2  Ropp's  Easv  Calculator,  -----  60 
2  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (paper),  -  -  -  50' 
2  Poultry  Chum,  1  year,     -      -      -     -      -  25- 

2  Poultry  Guide  and  Friend,  1  year,     -      -  25 

3  How  to  Select  Cows,  by  Willis  P.  Hazard,  50- 
3  1  year's  sub.  to  the  Farmer's  Magazine,  -  50> 
3  Ladies'  .Manual  of  Fancy  Work,  -  -  -  50 
3  Stencil  Plate  for  Clothing  or  Grain  Bags,  50' 

3  Ropp's  Easy  Calculator,       -      -      -      -  1  00 

4  Farmer's  Account  Book,  -  75 
4  Case's  Receipt  Book,  (cloth),  -  -  -  1  00 
4  Everybody's  Paint  Book,    -      -      -      -  l  00 

4  Dollar  Dictionary,    -      --      --  -100 

5  Solid  Silver  Thimble,  any  size,  -  -  75 
8  American  Agriculturist,  -  -  -  -  1  50 
8  The  Poultry  World,  Stoddard's,  -  -  1  25 
8  How  to  be  Your  Own  Lawyer,      -      -      -  1  50 

10  Setting  Langshan  Eggs,     -      -      -      -  3  00 

10  Setting  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs,      -      -      -  2  00 

10  Gleason's  Family  Physician,    -      -      -  3  00 

10  Vouth's  Companion  (new  subscribers)-      -  175 

10  Moore's  Universal  Assistant,    -      -     -  2  50 

10  Farmer's  Record  and  Account  Book,   -      -  3  00' 

10  Setting  Wyandotte  Eggs,   -      -     -      -  3  0<> 

15  Wood's  Patent  Corn  Shelter,     -      -      -  3  00' 

17  Polyopticon  and  2t0  pictures,  prepaid,      -  2  50* 

40  Scotch  Collie  Pup,  -  8  00- 

50  Celestina,     -      -      -      -      -      -      -  -250C 

50  Bijou  Orchestrone,  -     -     -     -     -     -  25  00 

£*OTE — Renewals  will  count  the  same  as  new  sub- 
scribers, except  where  a  premium  is  given  for  one 
subscriber,  and  that  is  for  new  subscribers  only.  The 
name  must  be  other  than  the  one  who  sends  it. 


ELEVEN  PACKETS  FOR  25  CENTS 

CHOICE  FLOWER  SEEDS 

FOBACn  in  Postage  Stamps  or  money,  we  will 
cOd  send  by  mail  one  pkt.  each  of  the  f  ol- 
lowingrare  and  Valuable  Seeds:  ASTERS.  Dwarf 
French  Boquet,  mixed.  BALSAMS,  Perfection,  fine 
double   DIANTHCS,  Double  Diadem  Pinks,  all  varie- 
ties. GIANT  GERMAN  PANSIES.  l'EJCNIA, 
large  flowering     PHWX  nnrjSJIOSDII,  grandrflora, 
very  rare    VERBENA,  all  fire  shades.   SEW  ZEBRA 
ZINNIA,  bright  colors.  «A  Splendid  Eteriasting  Flow", 
"ilie beautiful  .Uoon  Flower,  the  mosteleeantchmbei 
s  BARBAD0E3  DE  J(  Q  (Cape  Gooseberry)  excellent  for  pies 
fruits  1st  year  from  seed.  >11  pkts,  25c.  a  collec's  f  or  %  » 
v  with  directions  for  culture.   Ourbeaotlfnl98pp.  Catalogue  aeeompail 
each  order.  Addrew  SAMUEL  WILSON.  BecbanlcTille.Bn^. 


GRANULATED  BONE 

id  at  your  Railway  Station.  J    AVCTCD    ^13^1  I  Q 

E.  S.  FITCH,  Bay  City,  Mich.  311(1  U  I  O.Eli  dEffCLLd 


FOR  POULTRY, 

rn  rinWT  I  About  size  of  Corn, 
„  JL\™  .  .  '  Write  for  Prices.  De- 
PKEPAID.  |  uvered 
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INQUIRIES. 

J.  T.,  Cleveland,  O.— Would  like  to  know  what 
kind  of  birds  Silver  Spangled  Hainburgs  are  for 
standing  cold  weather? 

They  are  not  as  hardy  as  Leghorns,  but  will 
do  well  if  kept  in  a  warm  place. 

Miss  N.  F..  Wheaton,  111— Will  you  kindly  tell 
me  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Poultry  Keeper 
whether  you  consider  the  raising  of  Bantams  at 
all  profitable?  Are  their  eggs  salable? 

Being  small,  the  eggs  are  not  always  salable, 
but  in  proportion  to  cost  of  keep,  (and  size  of 
eggs  in  proportion  to  size  of  fowl),  they  are  more 
profitable  for  home  use  than  any  other  breed. 

N.  M.  F.,  Franklin,  Mass.— I  wish  to  inquire 
about  carbolic  acid.  I  suppose  it  can  be  bought 
in  powder,  in  crystals  and  in  solution.  Which 
is  the  best  way  to  buy  it.  How  should  the  pow- 
der or  chrystals  be  dissolved?  What  proportion 
of  water?  I  want  to  use  it  about  the  hennery. 
One  tablespoouful  of  carbolic  acid  to  a  quart  of 
slacked  lime.  Does  this  mean  the  acid  in  pow- 
der or  solution?  About  how  much  should  I  pay 
for  it  by  the  pound? 

It  is  sold  in  all  conditions,  crystallized  and 
crude.  Also  as  a  solution.  The  crude  acid  is 
the  kind  used.  The  liquid  is  of  varying  strength. 
An  ounce  of  the  crude  dissolved  in  a  pint  of 
water  answers  for  ordinary  purposes.  A  table- 
spoonful  of  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  to  a  quart 
of  lime  will  make  the  carbonate  of  lime.  The 
crystallized  is  $1.00  per  pound,  the  liquid  (sat- 
urated solution)  is  60  cents  per  pound.  Crude 
from  20  to  40  cents. 

M.  N.,  Newberrv,  Mich-— If  I  mate  Rose  Comb 
White  Leghorn  cockerel  to  Single  Comb  pullets 
what  would  the  offsprings'  combs  be? 

Some  will  have  single  and  some  rose  combs'. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  D.,  Mt.  Orab,  O.— Have  any  of  your 
many  readers  ever  tried  crackers?  Where  can 
we  get  dead  oil  spoken  of,  at  what  price,  and 
can  we  get  it  by  the  single  barrel  or  not? 

Refuse  crackers  can  be  had  of  any  wholesale 
baker.  They  are  excellent.  We  do  not  know 
regarding  the  "dead  oil." 

J.  F.  G..  Quincy,  Mass.— Please  inform  me 
how  hot  or  cold  it  must  be  in  the  incubator  to 
spoil  the  eggs  ? 

Lower  than  40  is  injurious,  and  116  for  an  hour 
will  spoil  them.  These  are  extremes. 

G.  H.— 1.  I  purchased  a  lot  of  "pure  leghorn 
pullets."  On  arrival,  three  of  them  have  top 
knots.  Do  pure  leghorns  have  top  knots  ever  ? 
2.  Is  the  good  warm  cellar  a  proper  place  to  set 
an  incubator  ? 

I.  They  are  not  Leghorns,  as  Leghorns  do  not 
have  top  knots.  2.  Yes. 

E.  W.,  Doylestown,  O.— Can  you  tell  me  where 
I  can  get  the  book  called  "Sixteen  years  in  the 
poultry  business,"  by  Rankin  1 

Address  James  Rankin,  South  Easton,  Mass. 

W.  S.,  Mystic  Bridge,  Ct.-l.  What  is  the  best 
way  to  use"  green  bones  without  bone  mill  ?  2. 
Is  celery  good  for  everyday  use  in  winter  ?  3. 
Will  burnt  bones  answer  in  place  of  shells?  4. 
Which  is  best, light  or  dark  Wyandotts  cock  for 
breeding  ? 

1.  Pound  them  with  a  hammer.  Hens  will 
swallow  pieces  as  large  as  an  acorn.  2.  Yes.  3. 
The  only  value  in  shells  is  its  assistance  in  grind- 
ing food.  Too  much  value  is  given  shells.  Burnt 
bone  is  equally  as  good.  4.  If  liens  are  light  use 
dark  male,  but  if  hens  are  dark  use  light  male. 

H.  F.  S.,  Painesville,  O.— Among  my  poultry  I 
have  a  hen  which  some  time  ago  layed  eggs  that 
had  several  small  clots  of  blood  in  the  white. 
Since  then  she  layed  one  of  which  the  entire 
white  had  a  bloody  tinge,  and  a  few  days  ago 
one  was  found  to  be  all  blood  except  the  yolk, 
at  least  it  was  the  color  ot  blood.  This  hen  is  fed 
same  as  the  others,  soft  feed  and  table  refuse  in 
morning,  and  all  grain  in  evening.  Will  you 
kindly  explain  ? 

The  blood  clots  are  often  caused  by  food,  as 
raw  meat,  but  in  a  majority  of  cases  it  is  due  not 
only  to  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  but 
to  weakness  in  the  reproductive  organs,  the  sub- 
stance of  the  eggs  being  deposited  as  blood  in- 
stead of  the  blood  being  converted  into  albumen, 
etc.,  as  is  the  case  when  cows  give  bloody  milk. 

O.  B..  Tongue  Point.— What  is  the  matter  with 
my  hen?  She  went  on  the  nest  to  lay  last  week 
and  did  not  lay.  She  looks  as  well  as  the  rest. 
What  can  I  do,  or  what  is  the  matter  with  her  ? 


She  is  fat,  and  wants  less  food  and  more  exer- 
cise.   

M.  A.  P.,  Chillicothe,  O.— Which  is  the  best 
way  to  save  poultry  manure?  Will  it  pay  to  buy 
land  plaster  to  put  under  the  roosts?  I  can  sell 
it  to  thejmarket  gardeners  here  at  home.  I  have 
board  platforms  under  the  roosts  and  scatter 
lime  and  dust,  clean  every  few  days  and  pack  in 
barrels.  Will  it  do  to  keep  the  "barrels  out  of 
doors  well  covered  with  boards  ? 

Plaster  is  excellent,  and  cheap.  Omit  the 
lime,  as  it  causes  loss  of  ammonia.  Otherwise 
your  method  is  correct.  The  manure  should  be 
kept  dry.  but  the  boards  will  answer  if  they  do 
not  admit  moisture. 

A.  A.  G.,  Mansfield,  Mass.— I  have  Plymouth 
Rock  pullets,  seven  months  old.  that  have  black 
on  their  bills.  Will  it  do  to  breed  from  them  to 
get  yellow  bills  next  time,  having  a  good  cock 
to  go  with  them? 

Mate  them  with  a  light  cock.  Many  Plymouth 
Rock  pullets  have  dark  bills  and  dark  down  the 
front  of  the  legs. 

W.W.W.,  Germantown,  Pa.— Allow  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  an  article  in  your  December 
issue,  entitled  "The  Dorking  Headquarters,"  in 
Which  you  say,  "The  combs  of  Silver-Greys  and 
Whites  are  rose  and  Cuckoos,  either  rose  or 
single."  I  have  kept  and  imported  Dorkings  for 
the  last  ten  years,  but  this  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  of  a  Silver-Grey  Dorking  having  a 
rose  comb.  Is  there^iot  some  mistake  about  this? 

No  mistake.  See  page  108  of  Standard. 

C.  J.  S.,  Bloomingdale,  Indiana.— 1.  Are  Hou- 
dans  considered  as  good  layers  as  the  Leghorns? 

2.  Are  Houdans  considered  a  good  breed  for  the 
average  poultryman?  3.  What  is  the  standard 
weight  of  a  Houdan  cockerel  8  months  old?  4. 
What  do  you  think  of  the  cross  for  broilers,  of  a 
Houdan  cock  and  Light  Brahma  hens?  5.  What 
is  standard  weight  of  Wyandottes?  6.  Where 
can  I  obtain  a  pair  of  Jersey  blues,  and  at  about 
what  price?  7.  Are  the  Wyandottes  considered 
a  good  breed  for  broilers? 

1.  Yes,  by  some.  2.  Yes.  3.  6%  pounds.  4.  A 
good  one.  5.  Cocks  8%  lbs.,  cockerels  7%.  6.  J. 
E.  Dielil,  Beverly,  N.  J.  7.  Excellent.  The  crest 
of  the  Houdan  is  detrimental  in  wet  weather, 
becoming  water-soaked,  thus  tending  to  roup. 
Otherwise  it  is  a  good  breed. 

I.  H.,  Texas. — 1.  I  want  to  know  if  it  will  injure 
fowls  to  cut  their  wings, as  my  fences  are  too  low 
for  Leghorns?  2.  Also,  what  will  cure  leg  weak- 
ness, caused  by  feeding  sulphur  and  getting  wet? 

3.  Will  crude  carbolic  acid  do  as  well  for  disin- 
fecting houses  as  the  best  quality,  as  the  best  is 
very  expensive  ? 

1.  It  will  not  injure  them  to  cut  the  wings  ex- 
cept appearance.  2.  Simply  omit  it.  3.  The 
crude,  cheap  kind  is  as  good  for  the  purpose  as 
the  best. 

W.  H.  K.,  Stratford,  Iowa— Does  a  black 
feather  on  the  leg  or  toe  disqualify  a  linht 
brahma  ? 

It  does  not. 

F.  B.,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.— Will  you  please  give 
me  a  full  description  of  Partridge  Cochins. What 
should  be  the  color  of  the  plumage,  earlobes, 
legs,  and  should  the  leg  and  middle  toe  be 
covered  with  feathers  in  order  to  be  full  blood  ? 

Head  red,  comb  single,  earlobes  red,  neck  red 
with  black  stripe  down  middle  of  feather,  back 
same,  breast  black,  tail  black,  legs  yellow  and 
feathered  on  outside  to  end  of  outer  toe— middle 
toe  feathered. 


How  He  Treated  Roup. 

HENRY  DENHAM,  ASHLAND,  MASS. 

I  am  doing  a  small  poultry  business,  princi- 
pallv  for  eggs,  but  raise  my  own  pullets.  Of 
course  have  various  troubles  and  diseases  with 
my  fowls  and  chicks.  Last  summer  I  had  some 
ducks,  and  fed  the  leaves  of  young  beets  to 
them,  allowing  the  chicks  to  eat  of  them  too. 
Soon  my  chicks  became  crop-bound,  and  several 
died  before  I  discovered,  by  examination,  what 
was  the  matter.  Stopped  feeding  the  beets  and 
had  no  further  trouble  that  way.  Last  autumn 
about  fifty  of  my  fowls  had  roup— came  on  after 
a  long,  cold  storm.  They  were  allowed  to  be 
out  every  day.  Did  not  lose  any.  This  autumn 
I  was  verv  careful  to  keep  them  shut  in  during 
stormy  weather,  but  about  80  of  my  275  have 
been  sick  with  the  same  disease.  My  houses  are 
clean,  warm,  dry  and  well  ventilated  from  the 
bottom.  Doctored  the  sick  fowls  with  aconite 
in  drinking  water.  (5  drops  to  1  pint),  and  every 
night  pressed  the  mucus  from  nostrils  and  In- 
jected the  mixture  of  kerosene  oil  and  carbolic 
acid,  (1  tablespoonful  to  10  drops  of  acid),  as  re- 
commended in  Poultry  Keeper,  adding  about 
one-half  the  quantitv  of  hen's  oil  to  the  mixture. 


It  is  not  so  harsh,  and  does  not  so  soon  evapo- 
rate, and  scabs  do  not  form  on  the  nostril  as 
much  as  when  the  mixture  is  used  without  it. 
Have  had  two  hens  die  of  dropsy,  or  rather  killed 
them,  because  they  were  so  clumsy.  On  exami- 
nation should  think  there  was  a  quart  of  water 
in  each.  Never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind 
before.  I  mentioned  previously  that  I  had  some 
ducks.  Well,  I  don't  want  any  more.  Would 
say  to  inexperienced  persons*  contemplating 
raising  them,  to  provide  themselves  with  a  large 
quantity  of  gravel,  as  they  require  that  as  a 
regular  diet;  also,  that  they  vastly  prefer  earth- 
worms to  meat,  ten  times  as  much  water  as 
chickens,  if  they  only  have  it  to  drink.  Will 
make  their  feeding  place  as  dirtv  at  one  time,  as 
five  times  the  number  of  chickens  would  in  a 
week;  and,  in  general,  need  much  more  care 
than  chickens,  and  sell  for  less  money  when 
ready  for  market.  I  have  given  up  duck' raising 
— neither  pleasure  nor  profit  for  me. 

[Your  roup  is  probably  due  to  draughts  in  the 
house  somewhere.  All  birds  are  safer  in  the 
open  air  than  if  exposed  to  even  a  slight 
draught.— Ed.] 


The  Incubator  was  a  Loss. 

G.  S.  DOLLAR,  "WEST  TROY,  NEW  YORK. 

I  commenced  to  keep  accounts  with  my  chick- 
ens Dec.  20th,  1886,  which  I  will  give  you.  They 
are  not  very  good  or  profitable,  but  think  I  can 
do  better  next  year.  I  had  on  hand  stock  (com- 
mon) valued  at  $17.00.  I  bought  a  Centennial 
Incubator,  which  is  no  good,  $20.00;  oil  and  eggs 
for  machine,  $23.50;  incubator  expenses,  $43.50; 
sold  chickens  hatched  by  machine  $3.00,  total 
loss  by  machine.  $40.50;  bought  three  light  Brah- 
mas,  $3.00;  two  hens.to  set,  $1.00:  one  Plymouth 
Rock  cockerel,  $5.00  (which  died) ;  for  feed  and 
other  expenses,  not  including  liouse.  as  I  had 
that,  $46.72;  making  expenses  total,  $99.22.  My 
stock  was  young.  I  got  1208  eggs  to  date,  for 
which  I  received  $28.52:  received  from  the  chick- 
ens sold,  $30.60;  total  received,  $59.12.  I  have 
stock  to  coop,  six  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  good.  $6 ; 
four  Light  Brahmas,  good,  $4 ;  sixty  common 
chickens,  $30;  total  on  hand.  $40;  less  last  year 
stock,  $17;  my  loss  was  $17.10.  but  if  I  had"  left 
out  the  machine  I  would  have  had  a  profit  in 
pocket  of  $2>.40.  but  I  have  learned  something. 
I  like  the  Poultry  Keeper  very  much.  Would 
not  be  without  it  if  it  cost  as  much  again.  I  am 
going  to  build  one  of  your  incubators. 

[The  incubator  you  named  has  not  worked 
well  with  us,  although  we  have  been  successful 
with  nearly  all  others.— Ed.] 


Hay  nests  generate  poultry  vermin  more  readi- 
ly than  straw. 


PUBLISHERS  DEPARTMENT. 


Ir  any  person  finds  this  paragraph  marked 
they  will  please  understand  that  we  send  them 
the  paper  for  examination,  and  trust  that  they 
will  be  sufficiently  interested  in  poultry  to  invest 
the  price  of  this  paper  for  a  year. 

Renew.— This  paragraph  marked  signifies  that 
your  subscription  expires  this  month,  and  we 
hope  you  will  renew  at  once,  as  we  will  try  and 
treat  you  right  throughout  the  coming  year.  If 
you  send  us  60  cents  we  will  send  you  both  The 
Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  for 
one  year,  each  of  them  50  cent  papers. 

What  60  Cents  Will  Do.— Remember  that  for 
60  cents  we  will  send  new  subscribers  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  one  vear  and  their  choice  of  these 
books.  "Poultry  "for  Profit."  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Incubators  and  Brooders,"  by  P.  H.  Jacobs, 
"Management  of  Young  Chicks, '  by  P.  H.Jacobs 
"Architecture  Simplified."  If  you  are  already  a 
subscriber,  send  us  one  new  subscriber  and  60 
cents  and  have  the  book  sent  to  yourself,  or 
three  new  subscribers  and  $1.80  and  get  all  the 
books. 

The  Polyopticon.— This  is  a  new  and  valua- 
ble premium.  It  transfers  pictures  and  photo- 
graphs to  canvas  similar  to  a  magic  lantern,  ex- 
cept that  the  pictures  do  not  have  to  be  on  glass. 
You  can  use  anv  picture  or  chromo  card.  Will 
keep  your  children  at  home  in  the  evening,  and 
they  can  easily  run  around  to  the  neighbors  and 
get  the  seventeen  new  subscribers  to  Poultry 
Keeper  and  earn  it. 

Seventy  Cents— For  this  small  sum  we  will 
send  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year  and  a  copy 
of  Scribner's  Lumber  and  Log  Book,  price  35  cts., 
or  Fisher's  Grain  Tables,  price  40  cents.  Either 
of  these  are  substantially  bound,  and  of  use  to 
every  person  interested  in  those  subjects. 

Five  Cents.— The  Temperance  Volume  will 
be  valued  by  all  interested  in  this  foremost  of 
all  subjects.  One  Thousand  Facts  is  a  book  well 
worth  the  30  cents  to  all.  Kendall's  Horse  Book 
is  valuable  to  all  horse  owners.  If  any  friend  of 
the  Poultry  Keeper  will  add  five  cents  to  their 
subscription  to  cover  postage,  &c,  we  will  pre 
sent  them  their  choice  of  these  three  books,  or 
add  15  cents,  and  get  the  whole  three. 
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Mr.  Lee's  Picture  of  Light  Brahmas. 


We  present  our  readers  this  month  a  beautiful 

•picture  of  Light  Brahmas,  delineated  and  en- 
graved by  the  renowned  artist,  Mr.  J.  Henry 
Lee,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.   With  Mr.  Lee  the  old 

istereotyped  side-view  picture  must  give  way  to 

-something  new,  and  in  this  picture  we  see  the 
male  stepping  forward 
peculiar  to  the  Brahma 

*t  h  a  t  the  front 

■view  of  the  lien's 
head  is  given,  to 
show   the  broad 

zs'cull  so  much  ad- 
mired by  our  good 
friend,  of  pedigree 

(fame,  from  t  h  e 
Stale  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Mr.  Lee 

•does  nothing  but 
the  very  highest 
class  of  work  and 
this  picture  is  an 

-exquisite  exam- 
ple of  his  style. 
To  show  the  es- 

■teem  in  which  his 

'pictures  are  held 

■by  his  customers 

"we  need  only  to 

•say  that  nearly 

•every  picture  he 

Shiakes  is  protect- 
ed by  copyright. 
Mr.  Lee  is  an  en- 
thusiastic breeder 

-of  Light  Brahmas 

^also.  As  an  artist 
he  occupies  a 

:front  plaee.^and 
'  every  cut  drawn 

'by  him  is  in  the 

.finest  style  of  art* 
as  well  as  being 

xtrue  and  life-like. 


long  story  about  carbolic  acid,  and  how  to  pre- 
pare it,  and  then  told  us  it  would  be  much  too 
strong  for  use.  Could  he  not  as  well  have  told 
us  how  to  fix  it  just  right?  People  are  constantly 
telling  us  about  coal  oil.  Do  they  mean  kero- 
sene oil '.'  If  they  do  they  should  call  things  by 
their  proper  names,  and  keep  their  own  inven- 
tions for  home  use.  What  is  water  lime?  (please 
that  grand  style  so  I  answer  that  question  for  I  want  to  know).  [The 
It  will  also  be  noticed  i  sediment  of  whitewash. — Ed.]   Again,  your  ad- 


A  Criticism. 

T.  M.Castles,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
'writes  as  follows: 

You  want  to 
.hear  from  every- 
body. That  is  good ;  you  will  now  hear  from  me.  I 
^keep  no  poultry :  my  birds  are  dead ;  my  dogs 
have  gone  the  way  of  all  dogs,  and  I  cannot 
•-afford  to  keep  a  horse.  But  I  subscribe  for  the 
■Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Magazine  be- 
cause they  are  matter  of  fact  papers,  edited  by 
•matter  of  fact  men,  and  full  of  useful  informa- 
tion to  every  person  on  the  earth.  And  it  sur- 
prises me  that  your  correspondents  are  not  more 
practical.  One  man,  a  short  time  ago,  told  a 


Magazine)  relative  to  the  horse  that  is  worth 
three  hundred  dollars  to  any  one  that  uses  horses 
of  that  value.  And  the  Poultry  Keeper's 
articles  on  incubators  and  brooders  is  beyond 
estimation.  Besides  volumes  of  useful  informa- 
tion for  every  one,  they  are  funny  papers.  Grind 
your  own  bones,  says  one  ■man.  (I wont  doit 
and  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  keep  anybody  else  from 
grinding  them.)  A  lady  correspondent  tells  us 
that  she  hatched  out  150  of  her  own  eggs.  Think 
of  a  lady  laying 
150  eggs  and  then 
hatching  the  in. 
Every  p  e  r  s  o  n 
should  read  the 
Poultry  Keep- 
er and  Farmer's 
Magazine,  and  if 
they  be  farmers 
or  poultry  keep- 
ers,and  attend  to 
the  instructions 
therein  given 
they  have  no  use 
for  any  other 
journal ;  and  the 
person  that  reads 
the  above  papers 
should  make  it  a 
point  to  read  all 
the  advertise- 
ments, for  there 
is  no  better  me- 
dium forteaching 
us  how  1  lie  world 
I  s  progressing. 
There  is  a  class  of 
humbugs  that  1 
h  a  d  forgotten. 
They  write  to  tell 
you'  that  they 
have  discovered 
something  a  n  d 
they  will  "tell  you 
if  you  want  to 
know. They  know 
very  well  that 
you  want  to  know 
and  they  should 
put  up  or  shut  up. 


PAIR  OF  LIGHT  B^AHr/l AS.—  Drawn  on  .Mr.  J.  Henry  Lee 

vertisers  are  foolishly  economical,  and  with  the 
abbreviations  they  use,  it  took  me  a  long  time 
to  find  out  what  was  meant  by  W.  F.  B.  S.,  and 
if  I  keep  at  it  I  guess  I  will  in  a  few  years  learn 
all  the  other  abbreviations.  It  is  all  plain  to  the 
expert  but  it  is  the  unscientific  that  we  want  to 
take  an  interest  in  poultry.  And,  you,  Mr. 
Editor,  are  as  bad  as  the  worst  with  your  P.  K. 
and  F.  M.  As  to  the  papers  there  is  one  article 
in  (I  think  the  July  number  of  the  Farmer's 


Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Hens  for  Cur- 
culios. 

For  several  years 
after  my  trees 
began  to  set  fruit, 
says  a  correspondent,  I  waited  in  vain  for  a 
plum.  The  little  Turk  took  every  one.  I  then 
put  a  temporary  fence  around  the  trees,  and  put 
in  a  hen  with  a  brood  of  chickens,  and  jarred 
the  trees  every  morning — the  earlier  the  better 
—and  since  I  have  done  this  the  only  trouble 
has  been  so  much  fruit  that  the  trees  could  not 
mature  all.  Some  would  rot  on  the  tree.  But 
I  have  been  rewarded  with  bushels  of  delicious 
plums. 
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THE  MEETING  OF  THE  A.  P.  A. 


The  Trouble  in  the  Camp— Slaughtering 
the   Innoeents — Disfranchising  the 
Voters — Broken  Promises — The 
Stand  rd  Ureatly  Improved— 
A  Victory  for  the  Mar- 
ket Fowl. 

The  A.  P.  A.  members  assembled  at  the  New 
Denuison  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  at  3  o'clock, 
Monday,  Jan.  23.  The  members  and  others  be- 
wail to  arrive  three  or  four  days  before,  and  dur- 
ing the  period  of  waiting  busied  themselves  at 
wire-pulling  and  fixing  up  the  slate. 

There  were  three  factions,  one  in  favor  of 
Philander  Williams  for  President,  his  claims 
being  pushed  by  Scudder,  Johnson,  Perdue, 
Neal,  Fenton,  and  Scotten.  Francis  A.  Morti- 
mer was  named  and  his  claims  urged  by  Pitkin, 
Worland,  Foot,  Curry,  Di'.  Robinson,  Guthrie. 
Davenport,  Jacobs,  several  Eastern  men,  and 
others.  Fred.  E.  Scheel  was  put  forward  by 
Riches,  Cashing,  Timberlake,  and  the  extreme 
Western  men. 

Mortimer  had  the  largest  number  of  voters, 
and  would  have  been  elected  had  a  vote  been 
reached  in  the  meeting,  but  the  very  men  who 
claimed  to  be  the  most  loyal,  and  who  had  for 
years  proclaimed  their  undying  love  for  the  A. 
P.  A.,  and  who  declared  all  others  as  anarchists, 
threatened  to  leave  for  home  unless  Williams 
was  elected.  "We  will  vote  in  Scheel  and  Elli- 
ott, (two  Western  men),  and  leave  you.  charging 
you,  however,  with!  'grabbing  all.'  "  With  the 
lash  of  the  whip  the  sober-minded  members  pre- 
ferred to  yield  rather  than  have  anarchy. 

The  Eastern  members  were  frantic  in  their 
endeavor  to  kill  off  Walter  Elliott  for  Secretary. 
Everything  that  could  be  said  or  done  to  injure 
his  reputation  and  character  was  resorted  to, 
but  his  friends  said,  that  while  they  woidd  do 
anything  for  harmony,  yet  they  would  not  allow 
Elliott  to  "go  out  under  fire."  Elliott  was  elect- 
ed, though  he  was  a  bitter  dose  to  the  Williams' 
men,  but  they  swallowed  him  down,  taking  it 
without,  sugar,  but  squirming  like  eels. 

Williams  knows  more  about  generaling  a 
crowd  than  an  old  ward  politician.  As  soon  as 
he  arrived  lie  held  a  "secret  caucus,'"  into  which 
the  barbarians  were  not  allowed  to  peep,  while 
Mortimer  refused  to  electioneer  or  seek  for 
votes,  and  would  not  even  stay  in  the  same  hotel 
where  the  majority  of  the  members  met.  Scheel 
was  in  the  field,  but  he  was  rather  waiting  for 
the  "Presidential  lightning  to  strike  him,"  than 
really  feeling  sanguine  of  winning. 

It  was  noticed  that  Williams  held  repeated 
interviews  with  some  of  the  active  friends  of 
Mortimer,  but  it  was  supposed  they  meant  what 
they  said,  and  would  stand  by  Mortimer  to  the 
last,  hence  no  suspicions  were  aroused.  It  was 
not  long  before  Mortimer's  friends  found  out 
that  "straws  show  the  direction  of  the  wind." 

It  soon  dawned  on  some  that  a  neat  trick  was 
being  played,  which  the  Heathen  "Chinee" 
could  not  even  excel.  It  was  this.  At  all  pre- 
vious meetings  the  new  members  were  admitted 
and  a  committee  then  appointed  to  nominate 
officers.  Now,  to  admit  the  new  members  this 
time,  would  be  to  vote  down  the  motion  to  nom- 
inate officers,  (which  now  explains  why  the 
Poultry  Yard  wanted  only  members  to  attend), 
so  the  Executive  Committee  went  out  to  investi- 
gate the  application  of  new  members.  In  tiie 
meantime,  (not  usually  done).  Ficklin  moved 
that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  nomi- 
inate  officers.  Then  it  became  apparent  that 
the  opposition  to  Jacobs  and  Woodward  was 
only  a  ruse,  for  it  gave  a  pretext  to  hurry  busi- 
ness, "in  the  meantime  "  by  appointing  a  nomi- 
nating committee,  as  there' was  not -a  ghost  of  a 
chancasfor  keeping  either  Jacobs  or  Woodward 
out,  but  it  served  the  purpose,  for  it  prevented 
the  new  members  from  voting  against  the  mo- 
tion to  appoint  a  nominating  committee. 

Jacobs  could  not  oppose  it.  as  he  had  no  voice 
in  the  proceedings  until  after  the  Executive 
Committee*  reported.  Babeock  and  Felch  op- 
posed the  admission  of  Jacobs  vigorously  in  the 
Executive  Committee,  although  both  are  friendly 
to  him  personally.  The  vote  stood:— For  Jacobs 
— McGrew,  Scheel,  Spalding,  (of  N.  H.),  Bick- 
nell,  Guthrie,  Elliott.  Conger,  Pitkin,  Riches, 
Hitchcock,  Neal.  and  Ficklin.  Against  Jacobs — 
Williams,  Babeock,  Felch,  Fenton,  and  Mitchell. 

The  Executive  Committee  then  reported  to  the 
meeting  67  new  members,  and  without  them 
even  the  meeting  to  revise  the  standard  would 
.have  been  a  small  affair. 


The  committee  to  nominate  officers  were  all 
Western  men,  and  were  appointed  by  Williams 
himself,  which  seemed  rather  suspicious,  consid- 
ering the  threats  to  withdraw,  but  the  "confer- 
ences" had  settled  that  matter,  and  Williams 
knew  what  he  was  doing.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  two,  (Pitkin  and  Ficklin),  who  were 
strong  anti-Williams,  one.  (Conger),  "on  the 
fence,"  but  who  was  really  for  Mortimer,  and 
two,  (Johnson  and  Fenton),  who  were  for  Wil- 
liams. 

During  the  deliberations  of  the  committee 
they  requested  "the  presence  of  Mr.  Williams," 
and  they  consulted  him  in  regard  to  nominations. 

A  prominent  breeder  had  been  selected  to 
make  a  fight  should  the  nominating  committee 
report  in  favor  of  Williams,  but  there  is  also  a 
neat  way  of  settling  those  things.  To  explain, 
there  are  32  offices  in  the  A.  P.  A.  (more  officers 
than  members  at  some  meetings)  and  to  hand 
around  a  morsel  here  and  there,  giving  a  sop 
where  needed,  soon  allays  all  strife  and  restores 
"liarmony."  Hence,  when  the  committee  re- 
ported, our  prominent  breeder  was  overjoyed 
that  a  particular  friend  had  been  retained  on  the 
Executive  Committee,  so  lie  quietly  shoved  a 
card  over  to  Jacobs  containing  these  significant 
words— "This  thing  seems  to  be  pretty  evenly 
divided.  I  do  not  want  to  oppose  it."  He  could 
not  oppose  it  without  opposing  his  friend,  who 
had  been  put  on  the  committee. 

It  is  plain  that  nominating  committees  are 
wrong.  It  gives  the  President  the  power  to  ap- 
point himself,  and  also  to  allay  all  opposition  by 
dividing  out  the  "plums." 

The  nominating  committee  nominated  them- 
selves to  office  also — every  one  of  them. 

The  following  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  were  deposed :  E.  C.  Comev,  Jas.  E. 
White,  A.  E.  Smith, W.  S.  Riches,  F.  L.  Mattison, 
J.  C. Hatch,  Dr.  T.  B.  Spalding,  and  Babeock. 

The  following  were  added:  Newton  Adams, 
H.  C.  G.  Bals,  E.  C.  Truitt.  O.  Scotten,  F.  A. 
Mortimer,  Theo.  Worland,  Howell  Cobb. 

The  South  was  given  two  members,  (for  the 
first  time)  in  E.  C.  Truitt,  of  Franklin,  Tenn., 
and  Howell  Cobb,  of  Athens.  Ga. 

Jacobs  attempted  to  kill  off  the  report,  but  the 
plums  had  been  given  out  where  they  could  do 
the  most  good,  and  he  was  voted  down  His 
language  was  not  very  choice  at  the  time,  but 
he  apologized  therefor,  as  the  failure  of  the 
"prominent  breeder"  to  lead  off  in  the  matter 
left  him  unprepared  for  any  course  of  action. 

«@=  And  thus  loas  harmony  restored. 

Riches  was  slaughtered  off  the  Executive 
Committee. but  it  will  at  some  time  be  regretted. 
Had  Riches,  however,  come  out  boldly,  and 
handled  his  forces  properly,  all  would  have  been 
different.  He  slaughtered  himself. 

Babeock  was  left  off  the  Executive  Committee 
because  he  was  said  to  be  the  editor  of  the 
Woi'M  and  Yard,  and  no  newspapermen  were 
wanted  on  the  committee.  Although  he  oppos- 
ed the  admission  of  Jacobs  yet  he  was  honest,  in 
his  intentions.  He  is  a  hard  worker  and  a  valu- 
able man  on  any  committee. 

Elliott  felt  low-spirited  until  he  found  he  would 
be  elected.  Then  he  did  not  care  a  fig  for 
friends  or  anybody  else.  He  got  50  -per  cent, 
straighter  as  liis  election  became  more  assured. 

The  first  intimation  or  suspicion  of  "some- 
thing being  up"  was  when  Elliott  called  Jacobs 
out  and  said:  "Don't  say  anything  about  the 
money."  He  knew  then,  that  the  whole  thing 
was  fixed,  and  that  lie  was  willing  to  give  them 
Williams  provided  Williams'  friends  would 
"take  him  .inst  as  he  was."  And  they  did— boots, 
ears,  toe-nails,  and  all. 

The  delegation  from  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi creek  went  home  howling  and  vowing  ven- 
geance. 

After  adjournment,  the  first  day,  a  rival  poul- 
try association  could  have  been  formed  in  ten 
minutes,  and  the  meeting  would  have  contained 
nearly  one-half  the  whole  number.  Earnest, 
well-known  breeders  claimed  that  they  had  been 
disfranchised.  And  they  were. 

Riches  and  Jacobs  are  now  for  Rochester  in- 
stead of  Indianapolis.  They  see  the  "error  of 
their  ways." 

Williams  in  his  reply  to  Conger's  welcome, 
said:  "he  didn't  want  the  office."  We  suppose 
Elliott  thinks  the  same  for  himself.  Jacobs 
didn't  want  Mortimer  elected  either— so  hesays. 

McGrew  did  more  to  restore  harmony  and 
peace  than  any  other  person.  He  went  to  Indian- 
apolis and  returned  with  clean  hands. 

Some  of  the  eastern  men  were  black-guarding 
Elliott  from  one  side  of  their  mouths  and  yelling 
for  "harmony"  from  the  other  side.  But  they 
took  their  castor  oil  straight  and  without  sugar, 
however. 

T.  E.  Orr  proved  a  hard  worker  in  making  up 
the  standard.  In  fact,  he  allowed  nothing  to 
escape  his  notice. 

Jacobs  was  presented  w'th  a  new  silk  hat. 
The  card  on  the  hat  read— "To  the  most  popular 
man,"  but.  in  fact,  the  question  narrowed  down 
to  him  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Robinson  as  to  which  was 
the  "uglier  man."  and  Jacobs  got  it. 

Babeock  was  invaluable  in  assisting  to  revise 
the  standard,  and  has  been  selected  to  edit  it; 
that  is,  to  put  it  in  decent  shape. 

After  the  election  was  over  but  little  interest 
was  taken  by  the  many  loyal  adherents  of  the 
A.  P.  A.  Nearly  all  the  work  was  done  by 
Pierce,  Lee,  Babeock,  Orr.  Jacobs.  Stoddard, 
Felch,  Pitkin,  Ficklin.  Scheel.  Guthrie.  Dr.  C.  A. 


Robinson,  and  a  few  others.  Often  it  was  hard; 
to  get  a  quorum  together. 

The  clubs  of  the  different  breeds  had  no  repre- 
sentatives at  the  meeting,  with  few  exceptions^, 
hence  they  need  not  be  surprised,  when  theft- - 
standards  are  printed,  to  find  them  "patched 
up;" 

Jacobs  tried  to  get  cheap  standards  through, 
but  Jacobs  was  quietly  suppressed.  Nota  voice 
was  raised  against  it,  but  they  voted  "no." 

The  standard  is  to  have  profiles  of  such  breeds- 
as  the  committees  or  clubs  will  furnish,  as  the 
A.  P.  A.  will  not  bear  the  expense. 

Symmetry  did  not  go.  but  Felch  says  it  will  go. 
He  lias  only  begun  his  fight. 

When  symmetry  came  up  for  discussion  it  was 
apparent  that  Felch  would  win.  but  he  allowed 
i  an  adjournment  withoutlcomingtoa  vote.  Before 
:  the  next  clay's  meeting  the  symmetry  men  went 
I  to  work,  and  by  calling  the  roll,  so  as  to  get  alt 
'the  ayes  and  noes  recorded,  they  killed  Uncle- 
Isaac— at  least  for  five  years. 

But  Isaac  always  ticks  in  his  coffin. 

When  Felch  arrived  he  said  he  did  'not  want 
anything  to  do  with  a  caucus.  "I'll  be  a  caucus, 
myself— on  the  floor."  To  his  credit  it  may  be- 
said  that  Felch  had  no  connection  with  any  of* 
the  electioneering  business.  The  only  thing  he- 
has  to  grieve  over  is  his  opposition  to  Jacobs  in, 
the  committee.  But  Felch  was  honest,  and  did 
not  fear  to  do  as  he  thought  right. 

Stoddard  made  no  speeches  but  took  an  inter- 
est, in  all  the  proceedings.  He  made  a  friendly 
banter  with  Jacobs  that  he  would  keep  him  out' 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  But  the  lion  and  the  lamb  sat 
side  by  side  in  peace. 

J.  H.  Foot  and  F.  M.  Corry  were  very  indig- 
nant over  being  disfranchised. 

Bradenwason  hand,  and  though  not  taking  an. 
active  part  in  the  meeting,  did  some  good  work 
in  assisting  to  get  matters  quieted  down. 

Pierce  killed  out  all  opposition  to  symmetry- 
On  that  point  he  gained  a  great  victory. 

The  really  most  popular  man  of  the  meeting  was- 
A.  E.  Pierce,  son  of  the  editor  of  the  Fancier's: 
Gazette.* 

Barrows,  who  had  charge  of  the  display  of  the 
World  and  Yard,  made  hosts  of  friends.  He  is- 
very  agreeable  and  is  not  backward  in  making- 
acquaintances. 

Jacobs  judged  the  dogs.  There  was  only  one 
"kick"  against  his  awards,  but  that  kick  lasted 
for  two  days.  The  dog  men  hung  on  to  him  like- 
a  plaster. 

Arthur  Felch  was  voted  a  box  of  cigars  as  the 
"best  looking  man"  of  the  meeting.  And  Arthur- 
deserved  it. 

Mortimer  thinks  much  of  Williams,  and  would 
not  have  allowed  liis  name  to  be  used  against. 

I  him  but  for  outside  influence.  He  gracefully 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Williams,  which  was- 

I  adopted.   Mortimer  lost  no  friends  by  his  con-- 

I  duct,  as  he  kept  away  from  all  caucuses. 

|    Crothers  and  Timberlake,  of  St.  Louis,  were? 

I  present,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  pro-- 

j  ceedings. 

After  all.  we  are  not  sorry  for  the  result.  We- 
have  aimed  in  the  above  to  give  simple  facts,. 
j  more  to  let  the  readers  know  what  took  place 
j  than  to  criticise.  It  is  doubtful  if  Williams; 
could  have  done  otherwise  than  he  did  to  restore 
j  harmony.  It.  may  be  that  "desperate  cases  re- 
j  quire  desperate  remedies,"  and  we  have  no  fault 
|  to  find  with  any  person,  but.  doicn  with  nominat- 
!  ing  committees,  as  they  put  too  much  power  in 
! the  hands  of  one  person,  and  no  stronger  evi- 
dence can  be  presented  in  favor  of  a  renresenta- 
j  tive  association  than  the  proceedings  of  this,  the- 
I  largest  meeting  ever  held,  and  wltere.  after  the 
offices  had  been  apportioned,  it  was  difficult  to- 
get  aquorum  for  work. 

Whatever  we  may  have  said  in  the  past 
against  Mr.  Williams  is  recalled.  He  has  again- 
been  elected,  and  we  believe  his  intentions  were 
for  the  best.  As  a  member  of  the  A.  P.  A.  we 
will  do  nothing  to  antagonize  it,  as  our  work  is- 
now  on  the  inside,  but  cheap  Standards  must 
come,  and  a  better  system  of  organization  must 
result.  Beform  is  now  the  aim.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve anybody  would  undo  what  has  been  done,, 
except  to  restore  some  of  the  old  members  back 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Conger  made  a  motion,  spoke  in  favor  of  it,- 
and  voted  against  liis  own  motion. 

Jacobs  carried  his  main  point.  He  got  "breast 
and  body"  separated,  thus  getting  more  points 
to  those  sections,  as  now  "breast  is  one  section 
and  "body"  another.  So  the  market  fowl  can. 
crow  as  loud  as  any. 

It  was  admitted'  that  "fancy  points"  should! 
not  be  put  on  the  Dorkinsr,  as  it  was  strictly  a. 
market  fowl.  This  is  a  high  compliment  to  the 
Dorking. 

No  more  will  the  poor  Langshan  be  thrown  out 
for  having  a  speck  of  white  on  the  toe. 

Wyandottes  are  now  silver  Wyandottes. 

White  and  Black  Minorcas.  Red  Caps,  Jersey- 
Blues,  White  Plymouth  Rocks",  Pea-comb  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  Golden  Wyandottes.  White  Wyan- 
dottes, and  White  Java's  were  admitted  to  the 
standard.  Pea-comb  Partridge  Cochins,  Friz- 
zles, and  Rumpless  are  thrown  out. 

The  Pea-comb  Plymouth  Rocks  are  going  to- 
have  a  boom.  Thev  are  exactly  like  the  single 
comb  variety,  but 'their  small  pea-combs  are 
safeguards  .against  frost,  and  this  merit  is  sure- 
to  assert  itself. 

When  the  members  parted  for  home  we  do  not 
believe  that  there  was  the  least  animosity  in  the- 
heart  of  any  one.  Though  there  was  a  storm  afc 
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first,  the  A.  P.  A.  is  now  stronger  and  more 
firmly  established  than  ever.  It  needs  only  a 
few  changes — and  they  will  come  in  time. 

Of  the  32  officers  Indiana  has  6.  Illinois  5,  New 
York  4,  Massachusetts  3,  Ohio  2,  Pennsylvania  2, 
-Connecticut  2,  Kansas.  Iowa,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  Canada,  Georgia.  Tennessee,  and 
Michigan,  one  each.  ' 

Would  it  not  have  been  better  to  lop  off  a 
little  from  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  give  Ver- 
mont. Rhode  Island.  Missouri,  Nebraska,  and 
other  States  some  kind  of  a  show? 

Lykens.  of  Franklin,  Pa.,  Spalding,  of  Jaffrey, 
N  H.,  and  Ficklin,  were  the  great  "Game  Kings" 
of  the  meeting. 

Riches  took  fewer  votes  home  than  he  brought. 
Jacobs  is  fifty  per  cent  more  familiar  with|Indian- 
apolis  methods. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  MEETING. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order,  President 
Philander  Williams,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  pre- 
siding. With  the  new  members  admitted  about 
lull  were  present. 

The  minutes  being  in  printed  form  were  not 
read. 

An  address  of  welcome  was  made  by  Mr.  Sid 
Conger,  President  Indiana  State  Poultry  Asso- 
ciation, which  was  fittingly  replied  to  by  Presi- 
dent Williams. 

Mr.  Elliott,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  read  his 
financial  report,  which  showed  a  balance  from 
last  year  of  $242.79,  with  $12.00  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  former  Secretary.  The  report  was  refer- 
red to  an  auditing  committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  McGrew,  Ficklin,  and  Scudder. 

Mr.  Ficklin  then  moved  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  nominate  officers.  The 
President  appointed  Messrs.  Ficklin.  Conger, 
Pitkin.  Johnson,  and  Fenton. 

Pending  the  deliberations  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  meeting  adjourned  until 4  o'clock 
p.  m. 

On  re-assembling,  at  4  o'clock,  the  Executive 
Committee  reported  21  new  life  members,  and 
40  annual  members,  with  one  delegate  from  the 
RiehmondCounty  Poultry  Association  of  Georgia. 
The  report  was  received  and  the  applicants 
elected.  , 

President  Williams  being  called  for  by  the 
nominating  committee.  Vice-President  McGrew 
took  the  chair.  No  business  being  ready  Mr. 
Worland  called  on  Mr.  Eberlee  for  a  few  re- 
marks, who  declined.  He  then  asked  Mr.  Ward 
to  give  his  experience  while  judging  in  Manitoba. 
Mr.  Ward  then  made  some  humorous  remarks, 
stating  that  the  people  in  that  section  were  en- 
terprising, but  the  American  breeders  often 
made  them  pay  "95  point "  prices  for  15  point 
birds."    ( Laughter.  1 

A  voice  —That's  business. 

Mr.  Scotten  moved  that  badges  be  designed, 
the  same  to  be  worn  at  all  shows  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  P.  A. 

After  amendments  and  discussions,  Mr. 
McGrew  was  appointed  a  committee  of  one  to 
secure  suitable  badges. 

President  Williams  having  resumed  the  chair 
letters  were  read  from  Messrs.  John  E.  Diehl. 
of  Beverlv.  M.  J.;  W.  O  Dakin.  of  Toledo,  O. ; 
J.  H.  Cavford.  of  Montreal.  Can.;  J.  C.  Hatch, 
of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  C.  S.  Newell,  of  Goshen,  N. 
Y. 

The  Nominating  Committee  then  reported  the 
following  officers: 

President. — Philander  Williams,  of  Taunton. 
Mass. 

Vice  Prextdenltx:—C.  A.  Sweet.  Buffalo.  N.  Y. ; 
T.  F.  McGrew,  Springfield,  O.:  I.  K.  Felch. 
Natiek.  Mass.;  F.  E.  Scheel,  Belleville,  111.:  W. 
T.  Fenton,  Ottumwa.  Iowa;  G.  W,.  Mitchell. 
Bristol.  Ct.;  G.  T.  Pitkin.  Chicago.  111.;  J.  Y. 
Bicknell.  Buffalo.  N.  Y. ;  Sid  Conger,  Flat  Rock. 
Indiana:  H.  A.Mansfield.  Waltham.  Mass. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer.— Walter  Elliott, 
She.lbyville,  Indiana. 

Executive  Committee.— George  Butters.  Oak 
Park.  Til.:  J.  H  Cayford,  Montreal.  Can.:  C.W. 
Neal,  Marion,  Indiana  :  K.  R.  Spalding,  Jaffrey, 
N.  H.:  R.  Twells.  Montmorenci.  Indiana;  C.  S. 
Newell,  Goshen,  N.  Y. ;  J.  E.  Diehl.  Beverly.  N. 
J.:  C.  H.  Johnson.  Rushville.  Indiana:  A.  C. 
Ficklin,  Tuscola,  111. ;  C.  H.  Crosbv  Bridgeport. 
Conn.;  W.  0.  Dakin,  Toledo.  O. ;  F.  W.  Hitch- 
cock, Greenleaf.  Kan.:  S.  W.  Guthrie.  Homer 
Citv.  Pa,  ;  Newton  Adams,  Utica,  N.Y.:  H.  C. 
G.'Bals.  Indianapolis.  Indiana;  E.  C.  Truitt, 
Franklin,  Tenn.:  O.  Scotten,  Detroit,  Mich.;  F. 
A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville.  Pa. ;  Theo.  Worland. 
Chicago,  111.;  Howell  Cobb.  Athens.  Ga. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  Secretary  give  the 
casting  vote  as  the  ballot  of  the  Association, 

Mr.  Jacobs  objected.  He  did  not  want  the 
S"eretary  to  vote  for  him.  He  then  nominated 
Francis  A.  Mortimer  for  President. and  request- 
ed the  members  to  vote  down  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Despite  the  objection  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee  passed,  and  the  Secre- 
tary then  cast  the  vote  for  the  parties  named. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  until  7.30  p.  pi., when, 
on  re-assembling.  Mr.  Elliott  stated  that  there 
were  1150  Standards  on  hand.  He  also  stated 
that  many  of  the  committees  on  revision  of  the 
Standard'  had  not  reported. 
.  Mr.  Scheel  said  that  there  were  many  ques- 
tions to  be  settled  before  the  committees  can 
work,  such  as  "symmetry,"  "weight,"  "scale  of 
points,"  etc.  He  then  moved  that  Mr.  McGrew 


be  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Buff  Cochins 
in  place  of  Dr.  T.  B.  Spalding.  Adopted. 

Mr.  Babcock  moved  that  all  disqualifying 
clauses  be  removed  from  the  Standard. 

Mr.  McGrew  thought  it  unwise  tu  remove  a22 
disqualifications.  He  would  suggest  disqualify- 
ing only  birds  nut  scoring;  8c  paints 

Mr.  Pierce  believed. in  holding  on  to  some  of 
the  disqualifications  and  removing  others. 

Mr.  Felch  said  that  when  Brahma  shanks  are 
not  feathered  the  birds  should  be  thrown  out. 

Mr.  Williams  (Mr.  McGrew  in  the  Chair) 
thcught  that  if  disqualify  ation:;  are  left  out  too 
much  power  is  then  given  to  judges,  and  judges 
do  not  cut  alike. 

Mr.  Ficklin  said  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
the  matter  of  disqualifications  to  the  breeders 
of  the  different  breeds 

Dr.  Robertson  preferred  to  have  all  such 
matters  discussed  here  in  the  open  meeting. 

Mr  Spalding  believed  it  expedient  to  make 
changes  but  thought  it  unwise  to  leave  out  dis- 
qualifications altogether. 

Mr,  Babcock  said  that  only  the  best  birds 
could  win  at  shows  whether  disqualifications 
were  retained  or  not. 

The  motion  to  remove  disqualifications  was 
lost, 

Mr.  Conger  then  moved  to  strike  the  word 
"symmetry"  from  the  Standard. 

Mr.  Scotten  opposed.  He  said  that  symmetry 
embraced  "carriage,"  and  under  that  term  the 
whole  outline  of  the  bird  is  included.  The  car- 
riage was  everything. 

Mr.  Babcock  said  the  term  "symmetry"  was 
too  vague,  and  resulted  in  cutting  a  bird  twice 
for  the  same  defect. 

Mr.  Bicknell  said  symmetry  was  carriage,  and 
that  judges  could  easily  favor  friends  so  long  as 
it  remained . 

Mr.  Felch  asked  who  can  describe  symmetry. 
It  was  only  a  matter  of  form,  and  as  a  cutting 
point  it  was  a  robber  of  the  first-class. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  it  was  fully  described  in  the 
"Glossary,"  and  should  not  be  removed. 

Mr.  Felch  said  he  desired  its  removal  five 
years  ago,  but  Mr.  Pierce  then  said  it  was  the 
only  flexible  thing  in  the  Standard.  He  (Felch) 
wanted  no  flexibility. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  Mr  Felch  was  willing  to  leave 
all  to  the  judge  on  disqualifications,  but  not  on 
symmetry,  which  is  inconsistent, 

Mr.  Spalding  thought  some  other  name  would 
be  better  than  the  term  "symmetry." 

Mr.  Ficklin  endorsed  the  views  of  Mr.  Spald- 
ing, and  thought  some  other  name  better. 

Mr  Felch  said  symmetry  could  not  be  defined. 
We  can  define  "station," "but  not  "symmetry,," 

Dr.  Robinson  said  there  wasalways'somethihg 
lacking  in  a  bird,  aixl  that  was  symmetry.  That 
something  will  still  be  in  the  bird,  even  if  left 
out  of  the  Standard. 

Mr.  Babcock  said  that  one  reason  for  discard- 
ing symmetry  was,  that  there  were  two  schools 
for  applying  it, 

Mr.  Orr  favored  keeping  symmetrv,  and  de- 
sired to  know  what  would  be  done  with  the  ten 
points  already  allotted  to  it. 

Mr.  Lpe  thought  the  opposition  to  symmetry 
I  was  rather  against  the  mode  of  applying  it  than 
to  symmetry  itself. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  9  o'clock,  a.  m., 
when  re-assembling — 
]    Mr  Fenton  suggested  that  composite  photog- 
i  rauliy  could  be  used  as  a  means  of  securing  a 
i  perfect  outline  of  a  bird. 

Mr.  Felch  presented  petitions  from  several 
poultry  associations  requesting  the  removal  of 
symmetry  from  the  Standard.  He  then  stated 
that  outline  and  symmetry  were  the  same. 

Mr.  Scudder  said  all  the  arguments  had  been 
from  the  stand-point  of  the  judge.  A  perfect 
profile  would  give  an  idea  of  symmetry  to  the 
novice. 

After  a  few  remarks  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
others,  the  vote  was  ordered  by  the  call  of  the 
roll,  when  the  motion  to  strike  out  symmetry 
was  lost  by  13  ayes,  42  noes,  Mr.  Conger  voting 
against  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  Scotten  moved  that  the  committees  on 
Standards  be  increased  by  additions  from  mem- 
bers present,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  se- 
cure cuts  lor  outlines,  the  expense  to  be  borne 
hy  the  committees  and  clubs  of  each  breed. 
Adopted. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  2:30  p.  m.,  and 
on  re-assembling  five  hew  members  were  admit- 
ted . 

Messrs.  McGrew,  Ficklin  and  Twells  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  finance  committee.  The  finance 
committee  was  selected  to  be  the  custodians  of 
the  treasurer's  report,  bond.  etc. 

Mr.  Jacobs  moved  that  the  Standard  be  re- 
duced to  50  cents,  and  that  Standards  of  each 
class  be  printed,  to  be  sold  at  25  cents.  He  be- 
lieved such  prices  would  give  larger  returns 
from  sales,  diffuse  more  knowledge,  and  benefit 
all.  Lost, 

Mr.  Jacobs  moved  thatthe  section  "breastand 
body"  be  separated,  so  as  to  make  "body"  one 
section  and  "breast"  another. 

Mr.  Felch  then  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
"fluff"  to  "body."  which  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Jacobs.  The  motion  as  amended  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  Felch  moved  that  Asiatic  and  American 
breeds  be  given  the  same  scale  of  points. 
Adopted. 

It  was  then  adopted  that  color  and  shape  be 


divided  on  all  breeds  but  Games  and  Game- 
Bantams. 

Adjourned  to  7:30  p.  m.  The  meeting  in  the- 
evening  was  devoted  to  detailed  matters  of  the- 
Standard. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  that  an  editing  committee 
be  appointed  to  arrange  the  Standard,  make  all1 
necessary  corrections,  and  issue  it  in  as  uniform 
language  as  possible.  Adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Light  Brahmas 
was  adopted  and  referred  to  tiie  Editing  Com- 
mittee. 

It  was  decided  to  use  the  same  language  in  re- 
gard to  cutting  for  weight  for  all  breeds  as  is 
used  in  the  Light  Brahma  standard, 

The  reports  of  the  coiuniitteesjon  Dark  Brah- 
mas, Buff  Cochins,  Black  Javas,  and  Mottled 
Javas  were  received,  discussed. and  referred  to- 
Editing  Committee.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Langshans  was  referred  back. 

Mr.  Mortimer  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  President  Williams  not  only  for- his 
past  services,  but  for  the  able  manner'in  which 
ee  has  conducted.the  deliberations.of  the  present 
meeting.   Unanimously  adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  tendered  all  the  re- 
tiring officers. 

Adjourned  to  9  p.  m. 

On  assembling  in  the  evening  the  following 
new  breeds  were  admitted:  White  Wvandottes, 
White  Plymouth  Rocks,  White  Javas,  White 
Minorcas,  Black  Minorcas,  Red  Caps,  Jersey 
Blues,  and  Pea-comb  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Mr.  Babcock  read  a  petition  from  Mr.  Sumner 
Beale  asking  that  the  Dirigos  be  admitted  to  the 
Standard. 

Mr.  Felch  said  they  were  simply  White  Ply- 
mouth Rocks. 

Mr.  McGrew  thought  they  were  too  nearly  like 
White  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Mr.  Jacobs  said  they  were  already  admitted, 
as  Dirigo  was  only  a  second  name  for  White 
Plymouth  Rock,  and  that  a  rose  would  smell  as 
sweet  by  one  name  as  another. 

The  Dirigos,  as  a  distinct  breed  of  that  name, 
were  rejected. 

Pea-comb  Partridge  Cochins,-  Frizzles,  and 
Rumpless,  were  stricken  from  the  Standard. 

Standard  Wvandottes  were  then  named 
"Silver"  Wvandottes. and  all  varieties  of  Wyan- 
dot tes  are  to  be  a  ike  except  in  color. 

On  motion  Pit  Gaines  were  admitted  to  a  place- 
in  the  Standard. 

Adjourned  to  2  p.  m. 

On  assembling  at  2  o'clock  Mr.  Jacobs  moved 
to  re-consider  the  vote  admitting  Pit  Games  to- 
the  Standard.  Adopted. 

Mr.  Ficklin  then  moved  that  they  be  not  ad- 
mitted, as  their  admission  opened  tlie  doors  for 
the  presence  of  an  undesirable  class  as  members- 
The  Pit  Gaines  were  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Pierce  moved  that  the  terms  "cock"  and 
"hen"  be  changed  to  "male"  and  "female,"  and 
that  the  terms  apply  to  birds  of  all  ages. 
Adopted. 

Mr  Jacobs  moved  that  the  term  "suggestions 
to  Judges"  be  changed  to  "Instructions  to> 
Judges."  Adopted. 

The  following  classification  of  breeds  was; 
adopted:  American,  Asiatic,  Mediterranean,. 
Polish,  Hamburg,  French.  Games  and  Game- 
Bantams,  Bantams  othei  than  Game,  Miscella- 
neous, Turkeys.  Ducks.  Geese. 

It  was  adopted  that  American  Dominiquesand' 
Minorcas  be  given  weights.  The  Standards  off 
Leghorns,  Langshans,  Hamburgs.  Dorkings. 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  other  breeds  were  revised 
and  reported  to  the  Editing  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  p.  in. 

On  assembling  at  8  p.  in.,  various  reports  were 
considered  and  referred. 

Messrs.  Ficklin,  Babcock.  and  Scheel  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  secure  articles  of  in- 
corporation of  the  A.  P.  A. 

On  motion  Messrs.  Pierce  and  Orr  were  select- 
ed to  edit  the  Standard,  but  both  gentlemen  de- 
clined, w  hen  Mr.  Babcock  was  then  selected  to- 
perform  that  duty. 

It  was  adopted  that  all  breeds  having  Standard 
weights  be  allowed  114  points  when  competing 
with  breeds  having  no  weights! 

The  "Glossary"  was  referred  to  the  editor  for 
revision  and  alteration. 

It  was  adopted  that  September  1,  1888.  be  the 
limit  of  time  by  which  the  Standard  should  be 
finished. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  Indiana. 
State  Poultry  Association  for  courtesies  shown 
the  A.  P.  A.  Also  to  the  reporters  and  proprie- 
tors of  the  DeniSsou  House. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  President  and  Secretary. 


That  Knock-Down  Combination. 

Our  readers  who  would  like  an  Eastern  and: 
Western  paper  can  get  the  cheapest  offer  on  the 
market.  That  elegant  journal,  the  Fancier's 
Gazette,  edited  by  Mr.  B.N.  Pierce,  Indianap- 
olis, the  price  of  which  is  $1.25  per  annum,  ha* 
consolidated  with  the  Poultry  Keepek,  the- 
two  now  being  one,  in  accordance  with  an 
agreement,  by  which  the  two  papers  are  sent  to> 
one  address,  one  year,  for  the  low  price  of  $1.00. 
It  beats  all. 
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in  inn, 


[This  department  enables  us  to  publish  a  great 
-'jlitvnir  tetters  that  would  otherwise  be  crowded 
'  out ;  though  we  regret,  lack  of  room  does  not  per- 
?mit  us  to  give  theni  in  full,  as  they  are  very  inter- 
•esting.  They  show  what  an  army  of  friends  we 

ihave.    Every  one  contains  name  and  address. 

'Our  readers  are  helping  us  to  edit  the  Poultry 

Keeper  in  a  condensed  form.    Every  letter 

should  be  read.] 


To  Prevent  Gapes.— Mr.  G.  T.  Thatcher,  (no 
post  office.) — 'Give  wood  ashes  in  feed  two  or 
three  times  a  week  for  the  gapes." 

Used  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator.— Mr. 
James  D.  Ayies,  Tacony,  Pa.— "I  built  a  Poul- 
try Keeper  Incubator,  as  described  in  July 
Poultry  Keeper,  1887,  and  it  worked  well.  'I 
hatched  40  chicks  from  50  eggs,  and  raised  35  of 
■them." 

Pine  Tar  for  Sore  Head.— Mr.  G.  A.  Benja- 
rniin,  Tampa.  Fla.— "Will  you  state  for  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Thurston,  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  that 
pine  tar  will  cure  sore  heads.  Put  it  on  where 
the  lumps  first  show,  and  use  it  warm." 

Cured  the  Roup.— Mr.  John  W.  Mullen, 
Dryden,  N.  Y.— "In  one  flock  of  hens  roup  ap- 
peared, and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Poultry' 
Keeper  I  do  not  believe  1  could  have  saved 
them,  but  as  it  is  I  saved  every  one," 

A  Cholera  Cure. — Mr.  B.  A.  La  Hue,  box 
1'583.  Jackson,  Mich.— "My  chickens  were  at- 
tacked with  cholera.  Lost  20,  but  checked  it, 
and  do  not.  think  I  will  lose  any  more.  My  rem- 
edy was  buckwheat  bran,  wet  with  good  cider 
vinegar,  with  plenty  of  sulphur  thrown  in." 

No  Feathered  Legs.— Mr.  Win.  A.  Mcllhen- 
my,  I  edell.  Texas.-"I  think  your  paper  splendid. 
Am  breeding  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns. I  don't  see  where  Plymouth  Rocks  can 
get  feathered  legs,  as  some  state,  as  1  have  yet 
to  see  the  first  Plymouth  Rock  with  feathered 
legs." 

PIatching  All  the  Eggs.— Mr.  C.  H.  OockM, 
Perry,  111.— "I  see  all  those  breeders  who  have 
:got  out  a  standard  of  their  own  are  in  a  fuss  all 
the  time.  I  had  rather  feed  chickens  than  fight. 
There  is  a  person  near  here  running  a  Poultry 
Keeper  incubator, (home-made)  and  is  hatching 
all  the  eggs." 

It  is  the  Best.— Mrs.  D.  Springer,  Fulton- 
ham.  Ohio. — "I  could  not  do  without  the  Poul- 
try Keeper.  I  have  tried  a  great  many  papers 
i>ut  I  find  the  Poultry  Keeper  the  best.  I 
have  White  Minorcas,  Brown  and  White  Leg- 
horns, Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  Also 
Houda'is  and  Langshans.  I  think  the  White 
Minorcas  the  best  layers  of  all." 

Good  Hatching.— Mrs.  D.  M.  Larkin,  West 
Berlin,  Mass.— "I  have  been  flunking  of  writing 
you  my  success  with  the  new  Monitor  Incubator. 
The  first  hatch  gave  me  100  per  cent. (every  egg) 
and  the  second  time  I  got  90  per  cent.,  of  the 
fertile  sggs  sc  I  thought  tins  worth  writing  Am 
much  pleased  and  surprised  with  my  success.  I 
think  it  a  good  incubator." 

Brahmas  and  Leghorns.— Mr.  J.  W.  Blough, 
Hooversville.Pa  .-"We  could  not  do  without  your 
papei .  We  started  out  a  year  ago  with  70  hens 
till  October,  when  we  sold  one-half  of  them, 
while  some  hatched  and  raised  chicks.  Their 
eggs  amounted  to  010  dozen.  We  kept  a  strict 
record:  The  stock  was  Light  Brahmas  and  Brown 
Leghorns." 

A  White  Leghorn  Record.— Mr.  O.  A.  Cole, 
Kinsman,  Ohio. — "I  must  say  a  word  for  your 
paper  It  is  good  fsi  answering  questions  I 
have  the  noted  White :  Leghorns  of  Knapp  Broth- 
ers. Fabius,  N.  Y..  and  I  will  give  you  their 
record.  In  December,  40  of  them  laved  24  eggs 
ner  day.  and  they  are  doing  better  now,  as  I 
think  they  will  yield  three  dozen  per  day." 

Will  Try  Thorough  rreds. — Mr.  T.C.  Storey, 
.Albion.  Indiana  — 'T  hanker  after  each  coming 
Poultry  Keeper  like  a  child  for  its  mother. 
Oh  !  if  it  was  only  a  weekly.  In  reading  over 
'the  Poultry  Keeper  I  fiild  that  writers  who 
keep  the  pure  breeds  are  netting  more  eggs 
"than  I  am  from  my  common  hens,  so  I  am  Be- 
ginning to  think  there  is  nothing  in  handling 
■common  fowls  and  am  going  to  try  the  thorough- 
breds." 

Hatching  Wira  a  Poultry  Keeper  Incu- 
hator. — Mr.  E.  E.  Anderson,  Foster  Brook, 
Pennsylvania — "I  will  give  you  my  expe- 
rience with  a  Poultry  Keeper  incubator  that 
I  built  myself.  The  tank  cost  me  $2.68  I  bought 
most  of  mv  eg^s  and  put  in  100  Ibis  is  my  first 
experience  with  incubators,  as  I  neviji'  saw  one 
before.  1  tested  out  14  eggs,  but  T  did  not  get 
out  all  the  eggs  that  were  not  fertile,  for  I  broke 
them  when  the  hatch  was  over,  ami  found  only 
6  eirgs  with  chicks  in  them,  hence  I  hatched  all 
but  the  six.  making  67  chicks  from  73  fertile  eggs, 
or  about  92  per  cent.  How  is  that  for  a  new  be- 
ginner who  made  his  own  incubator?  The  chicks 
are  doing  well,  and  have  natural  gas  for  heating. 
I  think  the  Poultry  Keeper  the  best  paper  of 
the  kind  published." 


Fertile  Eggs  in  Winter.— Mr.  Geo.  A. 
Storms,  99  N.  Moore  street,  N.  Y. — "Noticed  your 
article  on  fertile  eggs  in  December  number.!  set 
a  Brown  Leghorn  lien  in  December,  and  Janu- 
ary 1st.  (two  days  ahead  of  time)  she  hatched 
out  all  the  eggs.  Another  hen,  set  about  the 
same  time,  left  her  nest  after  being  on  about 
two  weeks,  and  upon  breaking  the  eggs  I  found 

j  them  all  fertile.  I  think  that  a  good  record." 
What  Mongrels  Did.— Mr.  Edward  Allen, 

I  Mnrrice,  Mich. — "The    following  figures  will 

i  show  what  I  did.  which  I  attribute  to  the  Poul- 
try Keeper.  I  invested  in  buildings,  fencing, 

I  etc.,  $55.00.  I  expended  for  feed,  during  the 
year  to  November  10,  1887,  $23.21.   Sold  4.600 

{  eggs  at  an  average  of  one  cent  each,  amounting 
to  $46.00,  and  sold  $17,00  worth  of  chickens,  giv- 
ing a  profit  of  $35.79.  and  now  have  as  many 
chickens  as  when  1  started."  [You  did  well. 
Now  try  a  few  pure  breeds. — Ed.] 

The  Standard.— Mr.  A.  Essig,  Cardington, 
Ohio.— "Am  pleased  with  the  ring  of  your  paper. 
Let  us  have  a  Standard  that"shall  be  within  the 
reach  of  all — great  and  small,  rich  and  poor,and 
one  that  will  be  within  the  bounds  of  reason 
and  common  sense.  And,  I  may  add,  some  of 
the  poultry  judges  ought  to  be  scored  and  cut 
for  scoring  their  own  breeds  high,  (yet  cutting 
other  breeds  low)  so  as  to  advance  their  own 
interests." 

Using  Nox  Vomica.— Mr.  Guss  Duval,  256 
Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.— "I  notice  in  Poul- 
try Keeper  an  article  by  Mr.  Baldwin  on  mix 
vomica.  I  would  not  advise  any  one  to  use  the 
tincture,  as  I  have  killed  chickens  with  it.  It  is 
better  to  get  a  small  tube  of  globules,  which  you 
can  have  prepared  at  any  homoeopathic  pharm- 
acy to  any  delution  you  wish.  The  price  is  ten 
cents.  Give  the  sick  fowls  four  or  five  globules 
every  three  hours." 

Wyandottes  as  Layers. — Mr.  B.  F.  Denson, 
Morenci.  Mich. — "The  Wyandottes  are  noted  for 
their  laying  qualities.  When  shedding  in  the 
fall,  for  two" or  three  months,  they  lay  but  little, 
but  when  a  year  old  they  are  excellent  winter 
layers.  The  pullets  lay  at  six  months  old.  The 
Wyandottes  are  excellent  sitters  and  mothers, 
I  neat  and  pretty  in  appearance,  very  domestic  in 
habit,  and  rarely  flyover  a  3%  foot  fence.  At 
maturity  the  hens  weigh  six  pounds.  They  equal 
the  Leghorns  with  me." 

Success  with  Wyandottes.— Mr.  T.  W.  Hig- 
ginson.  Bayfield.  Wis. — "I  bought  a  trio  of  Wy- 
andottes hist  March,  and  owing  to  the  informa- 
tion taken  from  your  paper  have  had  great  suc- 
|  cess,  for  I  have  now  as  fine  a  flock  of  twenty- 
S  five  hens  as  are  to  be  seen.  I  still  have  four 
|  cockerels,  which  I  am  keeping,  so  as  to  get  the 
i  best  one  for  my  pen,  as  I  intend  to  pick  out  ten 
j  of  the  best  of  my  pullets  and  my  two  old  hens, 
'  so  as  to  raise  some  choice  ones." 
!    A  Dark  Case.— Mr.  W.  H.  Wonder,  New 
|  Paris,  Pa.— "In  April  last  I  purchased  a  pair  of 
Black  Minorcas  and  they  did  well  until  June, 
when  the  cockerel  became  stupid.  Upon  exairt- 
i  ination  I  found  his  head  to  be  cracked,  begin- 
ning at  the  point  of  his  beak  and  extending  the 
;  whole  way  through  his  cranium,  with  an  offen- 
!  sive  matter  running  out.  It  is  a  dark  ease  to  me. 
and  I  never  saw  orYead  of  such  a  tiling  before, 
j  Can  anybody  explain  it." 

Cholera  and  Roup.— Mr.    S.  A.  Hudson, 
Lowell,  Mich.— "I  see  in  the  columns  of  the 
j  Poultry  Keeper  that  one  of  your  subscribers 
uses  Venetian  red  in  soft  food' for  cholera.  In- 
stead of  mixing  it  witli  food  I  mix  it  in  water. 
First  color  the  water  with  it  for  three  or  four 
days  and  it  generally  cures.     I  cured  a  P. 
Rock  hen  by  giving  her  a  mixture  of  two  tea- 
1  spoonsful  of  lard  and  one  of  kerosene,  giving  it 
night  and  morning.  I  also  put  k  rosene  in  her 
I  nostrils." 

South  Carolina  Speaks.— Mr.  E.  R.  Mills, 
;  Rock  Hill.  S.  C— "We  have  but  few  breeders  of 
thoroughbred  poultry  in  our   country,  but  I 
think  there  will  soon  be  more,  as  railroads  arc 
traversing  our  section  in  every  direction,  furn- 
ishing transportation  and  markets  for  our  stock 
,  and  products,  and  our  climate  being  mild  we 
I  can  raise  poultry  cheaper  than  in  some  sections 
as  well  as  'hit.  the  markets.'    Kind  wishes  for 
!  prosperity  of  the  Poultry  Keeper." 

White  on  Toulouse  Geese.— Mr.  J.  J.  Nuss- 
baumer.  Okawville.  111.— ••In  your  reply  to  'C. 
j  B.  W.,'  Hartford.  Kan..  I  do  not  concur.  A 
whitt  breast  mil  whit;  prim  ines  mxj  not  dis 
|  qualify  (according  to  the  Standard)  but  I  would 
consider  such  a  bird  as  cross-bred,  as  I  have 
bred  Toulouse  for  years  and  have  never  had  a 
|  white  wing  or  hreast.   If  such  is  the  case  (and 
I  I  think  some  of  the  old  breeders  will  coincide 
[  with  me)  it  can't  be  a  Toulonse.the.rei'oi  e  it. should 
,  be  disqualified,  whether  the  Standard  says  so  or 
not." 

Hen  Lice  and  Puffed  Skin.— Mr.  C.  M. 
Brownell.  box  367.  Rochester.  N.Y.— "I  have  read 
i  a  great  deal  about  hen  lice,  and  have  had  much 
experience  with  the  vermin,  as  well  ;is  tried 
many  remedies,  but  find  that  the  only  sure  thing 
is  Persian  Insect.  Powder,  and  that  will  kill  Them 
every  time.  I  had  a  chick  that  had  a  swelling 
come  on  the  neck,  when  chick  was  two  weeks 
old.  I  opened  the  skin  with  a  needle,  and  only 
air  came  from  it.  The  swelling  returned,  and  I 
then  took  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors  and  clipped 
out  a  small  piece  of  skin,  when  the  swelling  dis- 
appeared.  It  had  encircled  the  whole  neck." 


A  Record  of  Seventeen  Hens.— Mr.  J.A. 
Chainberlin,  Georgetown,  Mass.— "1  had  twenty- 
one  hens,  but  in  the  course  of  the  year  reduced 
them  to  thirteen.  The  average  number  of  hens 
for  the  year  is  seventeen.  Credited— To  233 
dozen  eggs,  $52.38 ;  one  hen  sold.  50  cents:  ma- 
nure sold,  $1.67:  poultry,  $7.30;  increase  of  flock, 
$1.50.  Total,  $63.35.  Debtor—  For  corn,  $8.88,- 
oats,  $7.55;  shorts.  $5.13;  wheat  and  meal.  $1.05;. 
shells  and  incidentals,  $1.58.  Total,  $24.19. 
Profit,  $39.16.  The  above  is  an  account  with  my 
hens  for  the  past  year,  which  I  think  is  a  good 
showing.  They  are  mostly  Langshans,  and  I 
like  them  very  well." 

Mr.  Van  Doren's  Feeding  Trough.— W.  H. 
Van  Doren,  Buckingham,  111. — "Seeing  a  leeding 
trough  for  poultry  m  the  January  issue  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper,  I  will  say  I  have  tried  that 
plan  and  found  the  slats  not  only  in  the  Way 
cleaning  out  the  trough  but  of  keeping  it  clean. 
My  plan  is  to  have  the  end  pieces  of  trough  2}^ 
inches  higher  than  sides,  (I  make  sides  of  six 
inch  stuff)  and  on  these  I  have  a  board  fully  as 
wide  as  the  trough  hung  with  hinges  on  one  side 
(1  use  leather).  The  fowls  cannot  lift  it  up  to- 
get  into  it,  can  eat  from  both  sides,  and  the 
trough  is  easy  to  clean,  and  is  also  useful  and 
convenient  as  a  water  trough." 

There's  Money  in  It.— W.  B.  Dye,  Washing- 
ton Heights,  111.— "Nearly  three  years  ago  I  com- 
menced the  poultry  business  on  a  small  scale. 
Have  been  experimenting  on  common  stock  and 
am  now  ready  for  something  better.  My  little 
experience  has  convinced  me  that  there  is 
money  in  it,  and  the  man  who  perseveres  can 
find  it.  I  find  the  Poultry  Keeper  a  reliable 
source  of  information.  It  seems  to  me  that  too- 
many  go  into  the  business  expecting  to  reap  an 
immediate  golden  harvest  and  are  therefore  dis- 
appointed, and  disappointment  breeds  contempt. 
I  wish  more  of  your  subscribers  would  give  their 
experience." 

Over  Ninety  Per  Cent.— Mrs.  E.  L.  Garrett, 
Lawrence,  Kansas. — "I  have  tried  the  Poultry 
Keeper  incubator  two  years  with  good  success. 
I  have  hatched  92  chicks  from  106  eggs,  and  I 
call  that  remarkable.  I  followed  directions  in 
all  but  heating  the  machine.  I  tried  your  rule 
of  putting  in  a  kettle  of  hot  water  three  times  a 
day,  but  after  cooling  eggs  down,  [Do  not  cool 
them — Ed.]  temperature  would  not  return  until 
after  the  second  and  third  kettleful  wasapplied, 
so  I  made  a  rule  of  my  own.  which  was  to  bring 
up  the  temperature  with  whatever  quantity  may 
be  needed.  In  cold  weather  it  usually  takes 
three  or  four  kettlesful  in  the  morning.  This 
method  is  not  very  exact,  or  so  very  easy,  but  I 
would  like  to  Know  who  lias  an  easier  "way.  I 
have  done  very  well  in  regulating  the  moisture, 
and  use  sponges." 

The  Combs  of  Dorkings— Mr.  Jonathan  Taj' 
cott.  Rome,  N.  Y.— "In  your  December  number 
of  Poultry  Keeper  I  read  the  Dorking  arti- 
cle. You  say—  'the  combs  of  Silver-Grays  and 
Whites  are  rose.'  I  have  to  confess  that  I 
have  not  that  kind,  as  mine  are  single  combs,  as 
represented  in  your  cuts  of  Silver-Gray  Dorkings. 
I  have  bred  them  for  several  years,  from  stock 
procured  from  such  men  as  Warner  and  Bickneu. 
I  have  never  had  a  rose  comb  from  either  of 
those  men.  Can  you  explain  the  mistake?  I 
think  Dorkings  good  layers,  and  am  getting 
eggs  daily."  [We  were  correct.  White  Dorking's 
have  rose  combs,  colored  Dorkings  have  single 
combs, and  Silver-Grays  have  both  rose  or  single. 
See  Standard.  Bicknell  was  the  very  man  who 
wrote  that  Standard  for  Dorkings,  but  he  does 
not  breed  them  now. — Ed.] 

A  Roup  Remedy. — White  &  Curtiss,  Wauseon, 
Ohio. — "We  must  express  our  gratitude  to  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  valuable  information. 
There  is  more  sound  sense  in  it  than  in  any  other 
paper  we  know  of.  Much  has  been  sain  in  re- 
gard to  roup  and  lice.  We  think  one  of  the  best 
remedies  for  roup  and  lice,  is  to  in  ject  into  the 
nostrils  five  drops  of  a  mixture  of  bromo-chlora- 
luni  and  water,  equal  parts,  and  then  pour  down 
the  throat  a  mixture  of  a  teaspoonfu)  of  warm 
lard,  and  two  drops  carbolic  acid.  For  lice 
nothing  is  better  than  to  grease  the  fowls  with 
a  mixture  of  one  ounce  cedar  oil.  one  pint  lard, 
and  one  teaspoon  fill  of  carbolic  acid.  Then 
suspend,  under  the  roost,  open  necked  bottles 
partly  filled  with  sulphuretof  carbon.  We  have 
tried'  these  remedies  successfully.  They  were 
all  taken  from  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  we 
i  say  long  may  it  live  and  its  editor  prosper." 

!  Mr.  Barber's  Feed  Trough.— Mr.  A.  W. 
!  Barber,  N.  Providence,  R.  I.— "Friend  Jacobs, 
i  why  not  give  the  readers  of  the  roui.TUY 
!  Keeper  a  good  feed  trough,  and  not  tic  misera- 
ble affair  like  the  one  in  Jan.  No.  In  using  such 
a  trough  the  fowls  will  all  crowd  on  t  he  top  of 
it,  (as  they  would  on  dough  thrown  around  on 
boards),  dropping  filth  into  it,  and— what  a  thing 
to  clean.  Wake  one  like  this:— Procure  a  board 
5J<;  feet  long  and  8  inches  wide.  Around  this 
nail  boards  i}4  inches  wide,  making  a  trough  3}< 
inches  deep  fnside.  Cut  four  feet  plastering 
lath  twice,  making  each  piece  16  inches  long, 
and  nail  these  around  the  trough.  %%  inches 
apart,  square  across  the  sides,  with  one  inch 
wire  nails.  In  this  you  can  feed  anything  ever 
fed  to  fowls— no  dirt,  no  waste.  When  not  in 
use  set  up  on  two  brackets  fastened  to  sides  of 
coop.  This  size  is  for  30  to  35  fowls.  For  chicks, 
after  weaning,  sides  two  inches  high,  lath  ljfc 
Inches  apart." 
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The  Poultry  Keeper  the  Best— Mr.  M. 
Meazor,  Newberry,  Mich.  —  "I  consider  the 
Poultry  Keeper  the  best  poultry  paper  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  I  have  seen  a  great 'many  of  them. 
I  want  it  twice  a  month,  and  am  willing  to  pay 
more  than  double  the  price.  It's  the  'boss.'  " 

Thunder  Storms.— Mr.  C.  M.  Goodrich,  2*0  S. 
Union  St.,  Burlington,  Vt.— "I  will  tell  you  what 
I  think  about  thunder  storms  injuring  eggs  that 
are  hatching.  If  they  are  very  near  the  ground 
the  chicks  will  be  killed,  but  if  off  the  ground 
will  be  all  right." 

The  Hamburgs.— Mr.  W.  H.  Derving,  Clay- 
ville.  N.  Y. — "From  eight  Hamburg  liens,  from 
January  1st  to  October  1st,  1887,  I  got  lift  dozen 
eggs,  i  paid  out  for  food  $4.00.  The.  eggs  aver- 
aged 20  cents  per  dozen.  How's  that  ?"'  [Good. — 
Ed.] 

A  Duck  Record.— Mr.  E.  S.  Latshaw.  Hitner, 
Pa.— "My  Rankin  IVkin  ducks  have  layed  130 
eggs  up  to  Jan.  1st,  1888,  They  were  hutched 
April  10th.  1SS7.  I  have  only  four  females  of  the 
Rankin  strain.  The  other  Pekins  have  not  be- 
gun to  lay  yet." 

Heavy  Winter  Laying  —Rev.  J.  A.  Hensel, 
108  Bartges,  st.,  Akron,  O.— "I  have  16  pullets  (8 
P.  Rocks  and  8  Leghorns).  During  the  month 
of  Dec.  they  layed  211  eggs.  I  think  they  will  go 
beyond  this  record.  I  find  not  only  great 
pleasure  in  the  business  but  profit  as  well." 

Some  Heavy  Turkeys.— Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Scott, 
box  109,  Catawba,  Ky. — "I  have  some  pure-bred 
Bronze  gobblers,  nine  months  old,  that  weigh 
21  pounds.  Have  one  18  months  old  that  weighs 
45  pounds.  Can  any  of  your  readers  beat  them? 
A  pair  at  Paris,  Kentucky,  shipped  to  England,  I 
weighed,  gobbler  52  pounds,  hen  48.  No  State  j 
ean  beat  old  Kentucky  for  fine  stock." 

The  Dorkings  Take  the  Cake.— Subscriber. 
— "The  Dorking  is  the  only  breed  recognized  in 
the  standard  as  a  strictly  market  fowl,  as  it  has 
but  few  points  devoted  to  feathers.  For  plump 
breast,  heavy  and  compact  carcass,  fine  grain, 
and  high  quality  of  flesh  the  Dorkings  take  the 
cake,  while  they  are  also  excellent  layers." 

Poultry  at  the  Virginia  Fair.— Mr.  W.  W. 
Turner,  204  Cherry  street,  Richmond,  Va.— 
"Have  been  breeding  for  my  own  amusement 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  keeping  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  and  Wyandottes.  I  now  have  two 
pens  of  each.  At  the  State  Fair  here  I  took 
sweepstakes  prize,  my  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel 
being  considered  the  best  of  anj  variety  on  the 
grounds  .  I  will  keep  you  informed  about  poultry 
matters  vlown  here." 

Boiled  Eggs  for  Chicks. — Mr.W.  J.Warrick. 
Plattsmou,  h,  Nebraska.— "I  notice  that  many 
recommend  hard-boiled  eggs  for  chicks.  I  will 
give  you  my  opinion.  I  have  tried  hard-boiled 
•eggs,  and,  In  fact,  everything,  but  find  stale 
bread  and  sweet  milk  the  best.  I  have  never 
lost  a  chick  on  such  feed.  I  have  arranged  with 
*  hotel  here  to  take  the  stale  bread,  at  half  cent 
a  pound,  and  it  makes  excellent  food  for  laying 
hens." 

Just  the  Thing  Wanted.  — Mr.  William 
Stevenson,  Merritt,  111.— "I  have  just  got  my 
Poultry  Keeper  Incubator  started.  Will  re- 
port success.  Have  to  keep  it,  however,  where 
water  freezes  at  night,  [Too  cold.— Ed.]  but  will 
try  it.  Have  been  keeping  poultry  for  10  years 
and  thought  I  knew  all  about  it  until  I  saw  the 
Poultry  Keepkr.  and  after  reading  it  a  year 
concluded  T  didn't  know  anything,  and  there- 
fore send  you  a  list  of  names, 'hoping  others  may 
be  benefited." 

Old  or  Young  Hens.— Mr.  S.  L.  Fisher,  Chest- 
nut Hill,  Pa.— "Last  March  I  had  78  hens,  seven 
cocks,  and  three  ducks.  We  raised  360  chicks 
and  35  ducks,  and  did  not  lose  over  five  per  cent. 
My  hens  are  old  and  very  quiet.  I  find  they  are 
much  better  mothers  than  young  hens.  I  have 
Wyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks.  Light  Brahmas, 
and  Langshans,  and  like  them  all  for  market. 
I  set  1040  eggs.  Some  did  not  hatch  well.  We 
sold  them  at  good  prices,  and  wish  to  raise  twice 
that  number  this  year.  I  have  an  incubator  now 
to  see  if  I  can  beat  my  hens." 

What  Two  Sample  Copies  Did.— Mr.  A.  D. 
Taylor,  Morristown,  Ohio.— "I  like  the  Poultry 
Keeper  very  much,  and  from  your  sending  me 
two  sample  copies  I  quit  stoning  the  hens  when 
they  tried  to  steal  a  little  corn  from  the  hogs  to 
barely  subsist.  I  built  some  good  houses,  fed 
and  attended  to  them  the  best  I  knew  how,  and 
collected  1600  dozen  eggs  from  December  1886, 
to  September  1887.  After  eating  and  setting 
hundreds  of  them  they  brought  me  $200.  This, 
If  I  had  read  in  my  first  sample  copies,  would 
have  called  it  a  big  tale.  So  much  for  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  and  its  practical  teaching.  Would 
like  to  see  it  a  semi-monthly." 
i  How  He  Cures  Roup— Mr.  N.  O.  Strumburg, 
Galesburg,  111.— "I  will  tell  you  how  I  cure  roup. 
I  probably  saw  it  in  the  Poultry  Keeper,  but 
It  is  good,  and  worth  repeating.  As  soon  as  I 
see  a  sick  fowl  I  put  it  in  a  barrel.  I  then  put  a 
hot  coal  in  an  old  fruit  can,  and  mix  sulphur, 
carbolic  acid  and  turpentine  together,  and  put 
some  of  the  mixture  on  the  hot  coal.  Set  the 
fruit  can  down  in  the  barrel,  cover  barrel  tight, 
keep  bird  in  until  nearly  suffocated.  Then  I 
hold  the  bird  by  the  legs,  head  down,  and  allow 
the  whitish  matter  to  run  out.  I  never  do  any 
thing  else.  They  get  well  at  once,  and  begin  to 
hunt  for  something  to  eat." 


How  Long  Will  Eggs  Keep.— F.  W.  Stenuli- 
mer,  Denison,  Iowa.— "Seeing  an  inquiry  as  to 
how  long  eggs  will  keep  for  hatching,  I  saved  j 
eggs  from  my  best  birds,  beginning  Feb.  1st  and 
did  not  set  them  until  the  last  day  of  March,  and 
all  hatched  but  one  egg.  As  soon  as  layed  I 
wrapped  two  thicknesses  of  paper  around  them, 
and  twisted  the  ends  of  the  paper,  and  set  them 
in  a  tin  pan,  large  ends  down,  side  by  side. 
They  need  no  turning.  The  water  in  bucket 
froze  by  the  side  of  the  eggs,  but  they  were  not 
harmed."  [They  did  not  freeze, but  were  kept 
very  cool,  which  is  the  secret  of  success.  It  is 
better,  however,  to  turn  them  twice  a  week.— 
Ed.] 

A  Little  ok  the  Dark  Side.— Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Wintz.  Morris,  Indiana.—"  I  will  write  you 
some  time  of  the  dark  side  of  poultry  keeping 
as  I  had  it,  but  am  now  doing  better.  I  have 
always  fed  too  much  when  1  feed  but  am  now 
more  careful.  I  feed  mostly  wheat,  and  scatter 
it  over  the  yard,  as  they  cannot  then  eat  too 
fast.  There'is  money  in  it,  however,  even  if  you 
have  bad  luck  once  and  awhile.  The  Houdans 
are  my  favorites.  1  send  you  forty-two  names 
of  parties  who  are  interested  in  poultry  so  that 
you  can  semi  them  samples."  [That  is"  just  the 
thing,  and  we  wish  every  reader  would  send  us 
a  few  names. — Ed.] 

Poultry  on  a  City  Lot.— Mr.  George  Lange- 
necker.  3232  Texas  avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo.— 'T 
would  not  like  to  do  without  the  Poultry 
Keeper.  I  will  give  you  my  experience  on  a 
city  lot.  I  built  a  hen  house  10x16  feet,  facing 
the  south,  with  two  large  windows,  and  a  yard 
25x50  feet.  I  lined  the  house  with  double-ply 
tarred  paper,  and  on  north  side  anked  four 
inches  of  manure.  I  have  a  floor  which  I  saw  in 
Sept.  1886.  Poultry  Keeper,  which  is  to  spade 
up  your  old  door,  level  tiff,  and  trample  down 
solid.  Then  take  single-ply  paper,  let  it  stick 
six  inches  up  the  sides,  then  put  six  inches  of 
dry  dirt,  trample  down  tight,  then  more  dirt, 
trample  again,  and  you  will  never  have  a  damp 
floor.  I  keep  10  B.  Leghorn  pullets.  They  layed, 
from  Sept.  1st  to  Dec. .'63%  dozen  eggs.  How  is 
that  for  a  record,  and  for  a  boy  17  years  old." 

Experience  With  Nux  A'omica.— Mr.  E.  S. 
Hickman,  Irvine,  Pa. — "I  notice  several  com- 
munications in  Poultry  Keeper  regarding  the 
use  of  nux  vomica  among  my  flocks.  I  have  fre- 
quently used  it  during  the" past  eight  years  for 
indigestion,  and  never  lost  a  case  where  the 
medicine  was  wisely  administered.  I  use  the 
homoeop  ithic  remedies  in  treating  my  fowls.  At 
first  I  was  troubled  with  a  wholesale  dose  of 
roup,  but  of  the  70  birds  affected,  caused  by 
building  new  house  of  green  lumber  in  Novem- 
ber, I  lost  only  five.  For  the  worst  stages  of 
canker  I  use  kali  bich.,  and  have  been  success- 
ful in  every  instance.  It  is  cruel  to  take  it  off 
with  stick  or  nail,  as  I  have  seen  it  done.  I 
always  obtain  my  medicines  from  homoeopathic 
sources.  It  can  be  had  from  the  physicians." 
[We  have  also  tried  the  homoeopathic  remedies 
and  found  them  very  efficacious.— Ed.] 

A  Poultry  Account.— Mr.  M.  B.  Lemmon. 
Clyde.  O. — "I  give  you  our  account  for  1887,  as 
follows:  Debtor.— To  28  chickens,  all  sorts,  $10  : 
house  and  park,  $10;  increase  by  purchase  and 
hatching,  in  all  105  chicks,  $16,50;  cost  of  food. 
$28.49.  Total,  $64.99.  Credit.— By  house  and 
park.  $10;  62  chickens  on  hand  Jan.  1st,  1888, 
$42.05;  receipts  from  sales,  $48.65.  Total,  $100.70. 
The  egg  record  is  as  follows:  Jan  and  Feb  ,235: 
March.  197;  April,  239;  Mav,.220;  June,  174; 
July,  127;  August,  100;  Sept.  80;  Oct.,  63;  Nov., 
100;  Dec,  200.  A  total  of  1735,  or  over  144% 
dozen.  It  is  well  to  state  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  our  chickens  were  mixed,  the  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  predominating.  After  the  spring 
hatch,  as  fast  as  the  hens  became  broody  we 
killed  them  off,  which  accounts  for  the  small 
number  of  eggs  in  August,  Sept..  and  Oct.  The 
pullets  commenced  laying  in  November,  and  are 
now  shelling  out  the  eggs  in  great  shape.  The 
flock  is  now  composed  of  Black  Minorcas  and 
Wyandottes." 

Six  Dollars  from  Each  Hen.— Mr.  W.  F. 
Rice,  Shiloh.  O. — "I  have  but  a  town  lot,  so  don't 
expect  much,  but  here  is  the  result  from  11  hens 
and  a  cockerel,  all  Light  Brahmas,  of  the  famous 
strain  of  J.  B.  Foot,  Norwood  Park.  Illinois.  In 
eight  months  they  layed  75  dozen  eggs  and 
hatched  175  chicks  and  raised  117.  as  my  neigh- 
bor's pigs  ate  40,  causing  a  loss  of  $16,  equal  to 
cost  of  the  feed  for  the  whole.  I  sold  $21  31 
worth  of  eggs  and  poultry,  and  have  84  birds  on 
hand.  My  feed,  from  January  1st,  to  December 
23d,  ;  ost!$19.  Estimating  the  84  chicks  at  50 
cents  each  [worth  much  more  as  Light  Brahmas. 
—Ed.]  it  leaves  me  a  balance  on  hand  of  $42,  and 
I  have  4%doze,i  .^gs  on  hand,  at  20  cents  per 
dozen.  With  hat  I  sold  and  have  on  hand, 
makes  $64.51,  o  !avly$6each  from  11  hens  with- 
out deducting  Was  troubled  with  roup, 
but  the  Pou  Keeper  saved  them.  Am 
thinking  of  n  ;  an  incubator  and  raise  broil- 
ers." 

A  Remedy  for  Canker.— Mr.  W.  E.  Robbins, 
box  6,  East  Norton,  Mass,— "Am  breeding  Ply- 
mouth Rocks.  Think  your  paper  a  very  inter- 
esting one,  I  give  you  my  remedy  for  canker. 
It  is  sulphate  of  copper  (blue  vitriol,  also  called 
blue  stone).  Use  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  fil- 
bert, in  the  drinking  water,  once  or  twice  a 
week.  If  disease  is  very  bad  I  make  a  saturated 


solution  (as  much  as  the  water  will  dissolve)  and 
swab  out  the  throat  with  a  piece  of  soft  rag  on  a. 
stick.  Have  also  used  it  for  sores  on  the  head 
with  good  results.  I  think  the  cause  of  canker- 
is  using  tins,  or  allowing  water  dishes  to  become 
filthy.  I  use  nothing  but  earthenware  or  wood. 
An  old  butter  firkin  makes  a  good  one,  by  saw- 
ing or  boring  some  holes  in  the  sides  lor  the 
fowls  to  put  "their  heads  in,  the  cover  being  left 
on  to  keep  out  the  dust."  [The  remedy  for 
canker  is  a  good  one,  which  we  highly  recom- 
mend.— Ed.] 

Cholera  and  Buying  Breeding  Stock. — 
Mr.  C.J.  Stutler,  Bloomingdale,  Indiana.— "I 
read  everything  in  the  Poultry  Keeper. 
especially  the  editorial  and  correspond- 
ence. I  notice  many  cures  for  cholera. 
Now,  this  really  amuses  me,  as  I  don't 
believe  one-half  the  readers  ever  saw 
a  genuine  case  of  cholera  cured.  My  remedy  is 
prevention,  and  when  a  case  occurs  remove'  it 
at  once  from  the  others,  and  use  preventives 
as  recommended  in  Poultry  Keeper.  I  also 
notice  that  many  readers  have  had  experience 
in  buying  stock.  I  have  had  my  share  in  both 
eggs  and  stock.  In  future  I  will  write  to  a  party 
for  good  stock,  and  request  his  prices.  If  I  ac- 
cept them  it  shall  be  understood  that  lam  to  get 
what  1  order.  If  it  is  not  as  ordered  I  will  re- 
turn by  next  express.  Don't  ask  for  common 
stock  and  expect  something  good.  Buy  what 
you  want  and  pay  for  what  you  get.  Don't  be 
too  selfish,  and  expect  the  earth  foi  $15  or  $20 — 
you  can't  get  it.  1  am  making  an  incubator  at 
a  low  cost,  and  know  it  to  be  good.  Will  send 
you  the  plan." 

Which  Breed  is  Best.— Mr.  John  Wellons, 
Endicott.  Neb.— "Have  had  experience  with 
poultry  for  twelve  years.  For  the  first  six  years  I 
kept  only  two  kinds— Buff  Cochins  and  Houdans. 
Since  that  time  1  have  tried  nearly  all  the  breeds. 
The  question  is  often  asked  me— 'Which  breed 
do  you  think  the  best?'  Now,  that  depends  on 
what  you  are  breeding  for.  If  you  want  eggs, 
without  regard  to  market  poultry,  I  would  sug- 
gest Leghorns,  Hamburgs,  and  Black  Spanish. 
In  fact,  any  of  the  small  breeds,  if  properly  man- 
aged, will  furnish  an  abundant  supply  of  eggs. 
If  you  want  an  all-purpose  fowl,  I  would  recom- 
mend Wyandottes,  Houdans.  and  Plymouth 
Rocks.  If  you  want  heavy  fowls  for  market,  try 
the  Cochinsand  Brahmas.'  With  my  experience, 
I  find  the  Buff  Cochins  the  best  winter  layers. 
My  plan  is  to  prevent  disease,  and  not  allow  it 
to  appear,  which  is  done  by  keeping  coops  and 
roosts  clean,  giving  pure  .water,  and  feeding 
regularly,  twice  a  day,  a  warm  mash  in  the 
morning  and  solid  food  at  night.  1  also  put  a 
little  red  pepper  in  the  mash.  Have  not  had 
cholera  in  my  flocks  but  once  in  twelve  years, 
which  was  my  fa;  It,  the  neglect  causing  meat  the 
time  300  fine  birds.  Will  send  you  my  experience 
with  an  incubator  soon." 


Raising  Chicks  in  Missouri. 

ELMER  PUTNAM,  SHELDON,  MO.  ' 

In  January,  1887,  I  had  two  hen-houses,  8x20 
feet.  In  them  I  had  275  heads  of  old  stock  I 
kept  them  in  these  houses  until  October,  w  hen 
Isold  150  head.  In  the  spring  I  built  a  house 
8x12  feet,  and  put  300  young  chicks  in  it,  and 
kept  them  there  until  I  could  begin  to  market 
them.  At  the  close  of  1-87  1  have  50 head  of  old 
stock  in  each  house,  and  200  young  divided  up 
between  them.  In  these  three  buildings  I  kept 
this  old  stock,  and  raised  to  marketable  size  470 
young  ones.  1  have  shipped  1.600  dozen  eggs, 
that  have  brought  me  net  about  13  cents  per 
dozen.  My  chicks  averaged  me  14%  cents  per 
head  net  Grain  for  my  year's  feed  w  ill  be  worth 
about  $80,  bone  and  shells  about  $16  I  w  ill  use 
about  five  gallons  of  oil  on  my  perches  and  chicks 
a  year,  25  (tents  for  lime,  25  cents  for  drugs,  three 
barrels  of  gravel,  the  same  of  road  dust,  besides 
all  our  coal  ashes.  Coal  ashes  are  good  to  put 
on  the  floor,  and  if  you  have  any  lice  in  the  odd 
corners  it  is  better  than  dirt."  Have  lost  from 
accident  and  other  causes  forty  head  of  grown 
chickens  during  the  year.  In  crowding  young 
chicks  they  will  feather  pull  just  the  same  as 
with  old  stock.  As  we  can't  raise  wheat  here, 
oats  and  corn  is  all  the  grain  I  feed.  I  griud 
all  my  grain,  and  all  the  bones  I  can  get,  on  a 
Wilson  mill.  One  cannot  depend  on  all  that  some 
of  the  breeders  tell  new  beginners.  A  new  judge 
of  the  S.  W.  Missouri  Poultry  Association  told 
me  never  to  buy  bone  in  the  market,  as  it  would 
not  be  good.  And  friend  Cashing,  "Cush  old 
boy,"  gave  me.  similar  advice.  Since  I  have 
used  bone  from  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  and  Penna.. 
and  find  it  unadulterated  and  dry  enough  to 
keep  for  years.  One  must  work  out  many  of  the 
knotty  problems  themselves.  Where  one  finds 
his  hens  moulting  in  June,  as  some  Poultry 
Keeper  readei  s  had]  ast  year,  instead  of  buying 
compounds  at  four  bits  a  box,  just  take  some 
coal  oil  and  milk,  and  grease  every  hen  twice  a 
week  for  a  month,  and  at  the  same  time  go  to 
cleaning  up.  I  want  to  hear  from  some  of  those 
fellows  that  two  years  ago  were  going  to  keep  a 
1000  hens.  I  want  their  experience.  If  their 
lamp  still  burns  hold  it  up  where  we  can  see  it 
and  help  thereby  to  guide  others  on. 

[We  may  not  find  any  difference  in  the  quality 
of  bone,  except  that  fresh  bonesfrom  the  butcher 
are  best,  as  they  have  portions  of  meat  adhering. 
-Ed.] 
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A  Cheap  Brooder.— Hen  House  Floors. 

F.  A.  ALGER,  ALDEN,  N.  T. 

Will  some  one  please  give  me  their  experience 
•with  a  floor  in  the  poultry  house.  I  have  a 
Tbuiltlinu  10x45  feet,  divided  into  seven  yards, 
each  6x10,  with  feed  room  on  end.  Floor  is  of 
■dirt.  I  graded  to  top  of  sills  with  dry  dirt, 
making  the  top  six  inches  higher  than  the 
ground  outside.  Before  cold  and  wet  weather 
•came  on  it  was  splendid  for  chickens,  but  now 
It  is  too  damp,  (soil  gravel)  and  I  have  to  change 
straw  often.  Now,  to  put  in  a  floor:  First  thougnt 
was  cement;  second,  boards  with  four  inch 
space  underneath ;  third,  to  put  two  inches  of 
slacked  lime  on  the  ground  and  lay  the  boards 
upon  the  lime.  Brother  Fanciers,  let  me  hear 
your  experience,  especially  with  lime.  I  think 
the  lime  will  Keep  the  dampness  from  the  boards. 
I  raised  150  chickens  last  year  in  a  brooder  I 
inade,  which  cost  me,  not  counting  lumber 
►(which  I  picked  up  around  my  barn)  for  the 
nails  and  expenses  outside,  from  lumber,  for  two 
brooders  fifty-eight  cents.  Brooder  part  is  two 
ieet  square.  I  never  saw  one  like  it  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper.  If  you  care  to  see  drawing 
"will  send  you  one. 

[Yes.  send  it  on.  Hope  our  readers  will  reply- 
about  the  floor. — Ed.] 

 •  

A  Suggestion  in  Open  3Ieetin.g 

GRANT  PARISH,  GAITHEHSBURG,  MD. 

My  hand  to  you,  Bro.  Jacobs,  with  congratula- 
tions to  your  efforts  to  establish  and  partition  off 
the  flimsy  from  the  legitimate  side  of  poultry 
culture.  In  a  few  words  I  suggest  that  the 
present  standard  of  excellence  be  condemned, 
.and  ten  judges  be  appointed  by  the  executive 
members  of  the  A.  1'.  A.  to  pass  judgment  on 
poultry  at  all  shows  of  the  future,  five  west  of 
Allegheny  mountains,  and  balance  east,  thereby 
•doing  away  with  the  ridiculous  sham  of  judging 
by  a  printed  standard.  1  have  always  claimed 
that  the  only  legitimate  judge  was  he  wlio  would 
-walk  into  t he  show  room  and  pass  judgment  on 
the  birds,  basing  his  decisions  on  his  cool,  keen 
perception  of  what  constitutes  an  idealbird.  Of 
course  these  suggestions  will  be  frowned  down 
by  the  clique,  who  have  fed  out  of  the  crib  these 
years  past,  as  views  very  inconsistent,  but, 
nevertheless,  the  lack  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part 
of  the  people  to  any  longer  dance  to  such  music, 
demonstrates  that  something  is  needed  to  clean 
out  the  reigning  of  incoherent  stuff  and  adopt 
something  which  I  lie  people  can  understand  and 
have  confidence  in.  Mv  platform  is  the  un- 
written standard,  and  the  appointment  of  ten 
judges. 

[That's  right— hammer  away.  Nothing  like 
.having  two  sides  to  a  matter.— Ed.] 

An  Opinion. 

BY  A  TEXAS  LAWYER. 

■It  is  my  opinion  that  hens  do  turn  their  eggs. 
iA.  favorite  hen  never  failed  to  hatch  every  egg 
•given  her.  At  the  same  time  I  gave  her  seven- 
teen eggs,  (this  was  her  fifth  brood)  and  a  young 
hen,  on  her  first  setting,  thirteen'.  'I  he  old  lien 
"brought  off  seventeen,  and  the  next  day  the 
young  one  came  off  with  ten  chicks,  anil  left 
"three  rotten  eggs  in  the  nest.  Everv  evening 
.after  the  old  hen  had  her  supper,  and  a  drink  of 
water,  she  would  return  to  the  nest,  and,  after 
remaining  quietly  on  it  for  a  few  minutes,  she 
would  rise  to  her  feet,  and  standing  over  the 
■nest,  turn  evert/  egg.  Sometimes  she  would  take 
•one  or  more  from  the  outside  to  the  center  This 
last  movement  Had  puzzled  me.  but  I  presume 
■you  divined  its  purpose,  i.  e..  to  bring  the  cool 
•ones  to  the  center.  The  voting  hen  turned  some 
of  her  eggs  in  the  same  way.  but  I  noticed  that 
•she  did  not  take  half  the  time  for  the  work  that 
the  other  did.  She  was  quicker  motioned,  missed 
•some  of  the  eggs  and  seemed  impatient  of  the 
work.  Where  the  nest  was  full  I  have  seen  hens 
'turning  the  egirs.  three  or  four  days  before  they 
•auit  laying  and  turn  to  setting.  It  is  mv  opinion 
That  very  few.  if  any.  eggs  would  hatch  if  they 
were  not  turned.  If  you  will  lay  twoeggs  awav, 
leave  one  unturned,  and  turn  'the  other  every 
day.  and  at  the  end  of  two  weeks  put  them  oh 
the  table  hard  boiled,  you  will  find  the  volk  in 
the  one  that,  was  not  turned  at  one  side  hear  or 
touching  the  shell,  while  the  volk  of  the  other 
will  be  well  in  the  center  surrounded  by  the 
white.  An  egg  spoils  in  warm  weather  very 
soon  after  the  yolk  drops  down  to  the  shell.  If 
shippers  would  pack  eccs  in  such  manner  as  to 
enable  them  to  turn  the  boxes  over  every  day 
and  thus  keep  the  yolk  in  the  center,  there  would 
be  a  great  manv  more  that  would  bear  boiling, 
and  not  so  many  like  those  of  the  landlord,  who 
informed  his  boarders  that  his  eggs  were  <'Ood 
for  scrambling  or  omelets,  but  would  not  do  to 
fry  or  boil.  Tt  is  mv  opinion  that  the  turning  is 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  yolk  in  or  near 
the  center. 

[And  your  opinion  is  very  near  the  correct 
one.— Ed.] 


Hatching  10,000  Eggs  at  One  Time. 

F.  G.  UNDERWOOD,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

The  moisture  articles  in  the  December 
number  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  induce 
me  to  give  my  experience  on  the  subject, 
hoping  it  will  be  of  some  benefit  to  your  read- 
ers. Last  spring  I  constructed  an  incubator 
room,  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  eggs,  to  be  heat- 
ed by  steam  ;  and  put  in  the  Johnson's  Electric 
Service  Co.'s  heat  regulator,  of  Milwaukee.Wis., 
to  control  the  temperature.  I  expected  trouble, 
for  I  had  been  warned,  by  incubator  men,  that 
it  could  not  be  successful.  But  I  failed  to  see 
the  philosophy  of  the  assertion,  for  any  incuba- 
tor will  succeed  that  can  regulate  heat,  ventila- 
tion, and  moisture,  and  I  think  I  have  placed 
the  conditions  of  success,  in  their  relative  value, 
for  heat  is  of  the  first  importance,  and  moisture 
of  the  least.  The  room  is  heated  by  500  feet  of 
V/j,  inch  pipe,  run  in  coils  from  headers, 
|  with  strong  ventilation  from  the  bottom.  I 
commenced  by  placing  water  pans  against  the 
steam  pipes,  for  moisture,  and  the  hatching  re- 
sult was  45  per  cent.  I  then  placed  the  Eureka 
moisture  gauge  in  the  room  (and  Mr.  Campbell 
I  believe  is  positive,  that  it  will  answer  for  all 
sizes  of  incubators),  and  the  gauge  forced  pie  to 
introduce  live  steam  into  the  room,  to  keep  the 
moisture  up  to  the  directions,  for  it  was  impos- 
sible to  introduce  enough  in  any  other  wav,  and 
the  hatching  result  worked  down  to  38  per  cent. 
I  next  constructed  a  hydrometer,  to  try  a  satur- 
ated atmosphere,  and  the  result  worked  down  to 
26  per  cent.  I  was  rather  at  a  loss,  then,  what 
to  try  next.  But,  I  shut  off  the  live  steam,  re- 
moved every  drop  of  water  from  the  room,  and 
sprinkled  the  eggs  lightly,  twice  a  day,  with 
cool  water,  and  the  result  obtained  was' 83  per 
cent,,  and  the  room  is  now  hatching  from  70  to 
80  per  cent  ,  right  along,  and  where,  by  using 
too  much  moisture.  I  lost  50  per  cent.,  and  more, 
of  chickens  hatched,  my  last  hatch  which  is  two 
weeks  old,  shows  a  loss  of  only  5  per  cent.  I 
write  the  above,  for  this  reason.  My  three 
years' experience  with  incu»  ators  has 'been  a 
hard  one.  especially  in  winter,  and  I  think  my 
success  would  have  been  much  better  if  I  had 
not  used  so  much  moisture,  and  I  followed  the 
incubator  directions  faithfully,  of  the  different 
makes  I  used.  If  some  one  would  experiment 
further  with  small  machines,  and  let  the  readers 
of  the  Poultry  Keeper  know  of  the  results,  it 
might  be  of  some  benefit  to  many.  To  wit— Re- 
move the  moisture  pans  from  the  machine,  and 
sprinkle  twice  a  day  with  cool  water,  and  by 
sprinkling  with  cool  water  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  air  the  eggs. 

[The  above  experiment  is  a  valuable  one,  es- 
pecially as  10,000  eggs  were  used  at  once.— Ed.] 


ControllinG  the  Sexes. 


F.  G.  DITTMAN,  FAIRMOUNT  HILL,  CINCINNATI,  O. 

In  my  former  report,  of  some  experiments  on 
the  above  theory,  which  was  published  in  the 
Poultry  Keeper  of  January,  1888,  [  said  that  I 
would  further  test  proposition  three,  viz:  Eggs 
perfectly  smooth  on  pointed  end  are  females. 
With  u  wrinkle  or  curl  on  point  of  eggs,  males. 
For  this  final  experiment  I  selected  six  eggs  of 
one  of  my  best  one  year  old  common  hens,  who 
lays  them  with  curls  predominating,  and  seven 
I  eggs  of  a  two-year  old  Light  Brahma,  most  gen- 
|  erally  smooth  points.    Both  hens  were  mated 
with  a  yearling  Spanish  Leghorn  rooster.  None 
:  of  the  eg^gs  were  over  fifteen  days  old  when  set 
under  the  hen.  which  was  on  the  lOth  of  August. 
!  Of  the  six  former,  five  had  curls,  while  one  was 
smooth.  The  seven  latter  showed  two  curls  and 
J  five  smooth  points  On  the  30th  the  chicks  began 
'  to  come  out,  and  on  the  31st  T  had  ten  live  clucks, 
comprising  six  of  the  first  hen,  (five  from  curled 
points,  one  from  smooth,)  of  second  hen,  four 
j  chicks,  (two  curled,  two  smooth.)   They  event- 
ually proved,  of  first  hen  three  cockerels  and 
1  three  pullets.  Of  second  hen.  one  cockerel  and 
three  pullets.  At  the  same  time  I  set  fifteen 
!  eggs,  purchased  of  a  country  huckster,  age  and 
i  origin  unknown,  but  selected  for  uniformity  of 
j  shape  and  color.  There  were  fourteen  perfectly 
!  smooth,  and  one  with  curl  on  point.  Result: 
j  five  hatched,  (all  smooth).  Two  were  taken  by  a 
!  cat  before  sex  was  ascertained.    The  rest  were 
one  cockerel  and  two  pullets.  These  experi- 
ments were  conducted  by  myself  personally, 
with  all  possible  care  and  precautions  against 
error,  and  I  have  thereby  been  fully  convinced: 

1.  The  sex  of  an  egg  can  not  be  known  by  any 
visible  difference. 

2.  A  hen  or  pullet  of  a  phlegmatic  disposition 
will  predoniinate  in  pullets.  One  of  a  caloric 
temper  produces  a  majority  of  cockerels,  both 
mated  with  the  same  male. 

These  experiments  have  recalled  to  my  mind 
nn  article  I  have  read  in  an  agricultural  paper 
about  twenty  years  ago.  It  was  there  said  that 
the  sex  could  be  pre-detei  mined,  and  actually 
was  done,  wilh  almost  certain  results  with  cattle 
in  some  parts  of  Switzerland.  The  claim  is  that, 
the  sex  is  fixed  by  the  state  of  maturity  of  the 
ova  in  the  body  of  the  female  at  the  moment  of 
fructification.  The  more  advanced  the  dead 
egg.  at  that  life-giving  act.  the  more  perfect  a 
male  will  result.  The  earliest  possible  ripeness 


will  give  the  most  perfect  female.  The  exact 
middle  state  will  produce  an  hermaphrodite. 
This  may  be  applicable  to  neat  stock,  by  which 
a  meeting  of  the  sexes  can  be  regulated,  but  of 
course  it  is  not  possible  with  fowls,  unless  the 
desired  state  may  be  attained  by  giving  a  male 
more  or  less  females  to  attend  to,  according  to 
his  vigor.  Perhaps  the  first  eggs  of  a  cluck  show 
a  perceptible  difference  in  sex  to  those  laid  last. 
If  I  am  able,  I  will  experiment  son.e  on  these 
questions  next  season  and  hope  others  will  do  so 
too,  and  give  results  in  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

[Mr.  Dittman's  experiments  are  very  valuable, 
and  we  extend  thanks  for  his  valuable  letters, 
hoping  he  will  continue  his  work  in  the  endeavor 
to  solve  the  problem.— Ed.] 


Stock  and  Reputation. 


GEO.  S.  GREEN,  MISSOURI  VALLEY,  IOWA. 

Last  fall  I  had  about  all  the  diseases  to  contend 
with  that  fowls  are  subject  to,  but  by  the  assist- 
ance of  your  valuable  paper,  so  far  "I  have  lost 
but  one.  No  one  can  do  without  it  that  proposes 
to  make  a  success  of  the  business.  I  recently 
bought  of  an  Ohio  dealer,  who  by  the  way  ad- 
vertises in  about  all  the  leading  poultry  papers 
published,  four  Wyandottes  and  three  Lang- 
shans.  The  next  day  after  receiving  them  I 
found  that  five  of  them  had  the  roup.  Do  you 
think  Uiey  caught  cold  on  the  road?  Three 
days  later  I  examined  one  of  the  Langshan 
hens.  She  was  completely  alive  with  large  body 
lice.  Do  you  think  they  caught  these  on  the 
road  also  ?  I  had  just  completed  a  new  hennery 
to  place  them  in,  with  the  rest  of  my  flock.which 
I  had  in  prime  condition.  I  have  expended  twice 
their  value  in  labor,  trying  to  save  them.  What 
encouragement  have  we  beginners  in  buying  of 
Eastern  parties,  with  such   enormous  express 
rates  added  to  their  original  cost?  Yet  nearly 
every  poultry  paper  you  read,  especially  those 
that  are  run  or  backed  by  a  few  of  our  leading 
judges,  particularly  instruct  us  'amateurs,  if  we 
expect  to  start  right,  and  make  a  success  of  the 
business,  we  must  pay  from  f  10  to  $20  per  trio  for 
j  stock,  or  the  same  per  thirteen  eggs,  and  yet,  I 
have  in  my  yard,  a  trio  of  Wyandottes,  that  I 
I  bought  in  Indiana  for  $2.25,  that  are  far  superior 
j  to  some  I  paid  three  times  as  much  for.  Of  one 
I  bought  his  stock,  of  the  other  his  reputation. 
I  Beginners  take  your  choics    Regarding  tanker 
|  sore  throat  only'the  male  birds  in  my  flock  an> 
afflicted.  I  have  had  two  very  severe  cases  to 
|  handle  and  cured  both  by  swabbing  throat  wilh 
l  potash  and    carbolic  acid,  and  immediately 
!  blowing  in.  through  a  paper  tube,  burned  alum", 
j  I  make  it  a  point  to  take  the  names  of  those  I 
find  interested  in  the  poultry  business.    I  want 
them  all  to  receive  a  sample  copy  of  your  valua- 
ble paper. 

[We  wish  every  reader  would  also  take  the 
names.  Your  experience  js  that  of  a  great  many 
others  also— Ed.] 


Swans. 


T.  G.  BROSIUS.  TIFFIN,  OHIO. 

Why  is  it  that  so  useful,  as  well  as  beautiful,  a 
bird  as  the  swan,  is  not  more  generally  knowh 
among  breeders  of  fancy  fowls?  One  would 
suppose  that  our  leaning  poultrymen.  whobreed 
and  offer  for  sale  almost  everything  with  feathers 
on,  would  include  also  the  swan  as  indispensa- 
ble to  a  full  and  complete  list  of  water  fowls. 
Yet  we  have  the  first  tin  e  to  see  such  a  thing 
offered  in  the  advertising  columns  of  any  of  our 
poultry  journals.  We  understand  that  their 
flesh  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  ducks  or  geese,  and 
their  feathers  far  superior  to  those  of  either.yet, 
with  all  this  to  recommend  them  they  are  ex- 
tremely rare. and  never  seen  except  in  some  of  the 
public  parks  of  the  large  cities.  We  remember 
of  seeing  some  fine  specimens  in  the  Zoological 
Garden  at  Philadelphia,  in  1S76,  and  later,  at  the 
Soldiers' Home.  Dayton.  Ohio,  and  in  Lincoln 
Park.  Chicago,  but  we  never,  except  once,  saw 
any  as  bred  by  a  farmer  or  poultryman.  While 
travelling  through  Indiana  last  spring  I  ran 
across  a  man  who  had  a  drove  of  what  he  called 
California  swans.  They  were  all  snow  white, 
and  resembled  the  genuine  except  that  their 
necks  were  hardly  as  long.  I  purchased  a  trio 
and  brought  them'  home,  and  have  since  been 
told  bv  a  party  who  claims  to  know,  that  they 
are  properly  swan  geese.  Be  they  what 
they  may,  they  are  certainly  fine  birds, 
and  are  covered  with  a  heavy  coat  of  the  finest 
feathers  I  ever  saw.  and  I  regard  them  as  a  val- 
uable addition  to  mv  stock  of  poultry.  Now  I 
know  that  the  Poultry  Keeper  circulates 
largely  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  no 
doubt  there  are  a  few  at  least  among  its  readers 
who  have  had  experience  in  the  rearing  of 
swans  and  would  not  object  *o  giving  it  to  the 
Poultry  Keeper  for  publication,  and  I  feel 
certain  that  an  article  of  merit  on  that  subject 
would  be  just  as  gladly  received  by  the  editor  as 
is  any  other  matter  which  he  regards  as  of  benJ 
eflt  to  the  poultry  fraternity. 

[We  will  be  pleased  to  publish  any  informa- 
tion in  that  direction.— Ed.] 
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How  People  Write  to  Merchants. 

■C.  W.  IDELL,  333  WASHINGTON  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 

Business  Correspondence  is  not  conducted 
;among  farmers  as  it  should  be,  and  a  few  hints 
to  those  not  familiar  with  the  rules  may  prove 
beneficial. 

In  the  first  place,  the  writer  should  remember 
that,  the  enquiry  is  made  for  his  benefit,  conse- 
quently should  always  be  willing  to  pay  for  it. 
If  it  is  not  worth  this  cost,  don  t  write.  The 
proper  way  for  an  enquirer,  is  to  enclose  an  en- 
velope, directed  and  stamped,  for  some  are  so 
familiar  with  their  own  name  and  Post-office, 
that  they  fail  to  write  either  so  a  stranger  can 
recognize  them,  but  w  hen  this  is  not  done,  a  two 
cent  stamp  should  always  be  enclosed,  for,  witli- 

i-out  this,  courtesy  does  not  call  for  a  reply.  If 
the  writer  is  a  female,  she  should  write  the  pre- 
fix "Mrs."  or  "Miss"  to  her  signature,  with  the 
first  name  in  full  where  they  write  for  the  hus- 
band or  father,  so  the  receiver  can  distinguish 
the  sex  that  makes  the  enquiry. 

When  persons  advertize  articles  for  sale,  and 
offer  circulars  free,  they  may  be  sent  for  without 

-a  stamp,  but  the  better  way  is  to  enclose  one, 
for  it'  they  are  not.  worth  one  cent  they  are  not 
worth  sending  for.  Some  Commission  Mer- 
chants offer  their  "Price  Currents"  free.   In  that 

-case  one  can  send  for  it  by  Postal  Card,  if  they 
ireally  desire  to  ship  any  ot  the  said  articles  re- 
ported, but.  not  simply  to  gratify  your  curiosity. 
Each  circular  costs  the  merchant  two  cents,  and, 
when  a  further  enquiry  is  made,  the  answer  j 
must  be  written,  consequently,  a  two  cent  stamp  l 
is  requited,  making  a  cost,  including  envelope  I 
and  paper,  of  four  cents.  Now,  this  seems  like  a 
small  item  to  expend  on  one  letter,  and  so  it  is, 
but  when  these  letters  count  by  hundreds,  the 
labor  and  cost  is  greater  than  merchants  care  to 
meet. 

A  word  about  enquirers.  Always  think  well 
■  over  the  questions  you  wish  to  ask,  and  ask  for 
just,  what  you  want  to  know,  and  then  the  re- 
ceiver will  know  just  how  to  answer  you,  but  so 
anany  enquirers  are  so  indefinite  that  one  can- 
not answer  correctly  without  making  further 
-enquiries  of  the  writer.  A  sample  enquiry  on  a 
Postal  Card  from  a  stranger,  lays  before  me: 
""Please  quote  price  of  ."  No  quali- 
ty of  the  article  held  is  given,  and  so,  in  order 
to  be  explicit,  the  difference  of  quality  must  be 
■written,  for  the  article  is  not  quoted  on  the  cir- 
culars. And,  as  we  do  not  know  whether  the  en- 
■quiry  is  made  simply  to  get  city  prices,  so  as  to 
-sell  at  horns  or  elsewhere,  no  answer  is  given 
to  it. 

Another  takes  a  deal  of  pleasure  in  asking 
questions,  and  so,  after  exhausting  his  memory, 
he  adds  "or  any  other  little  matter  that  you 
think  would  interest  me."  Another,  says  : 
"Please  quote  the  highest  price  (naming  several 
articles)  sold  for  in  your  city  this  season." 
"Now,  the  writer  did  not  stop  to  think  that  the 
merchant  he  wrote  to  was  only  one  of  several 
-.hundred  dealing  in  the  same  line  of  fruit,  or 
what  a  task  it  would  be  for  him  to  go  around 
-among  his  associates  to  get  the  in  formation  he 
required.  His  idea  was,  no  doubt,  simply  to 
-gratify  his  curiosity,  for  if  he  had  a  business 
requiring  this  information  he  should  have  so 
■stated.  Again,  where  a  person  takes  a  paper 
•devoted  to  a  special  line,  say,  for  instance,  poul- 
try, read  it  carefully  before  writing  to  an  editor 
■or  merchant,  for  the'  very  matter  that  you  inquire 
about  may  be  found  in  its  columns  in  full,  and 
the  one  that  you  wrote  to  may  realize  how  indif- 
ferent you  liave  been  to  the  contents  of  the 
-paper. 

[We  want  every  reader  to  carefully  read  the 
-above  letter  from  Mr.  Idell.  Perhaps  it  may 
"fit  your  case,"  and  if  so  will  save  you  much  un- 
'jaecessary  delay.  It  contains  plain  facts.— Ed.] 


Artificial  Incubation— Regulation  of 
Heat. 

J   W.  HILE,  VALLEY  FALLS,  KANSAS. 

I  will  not  attempt,  to  give  the  various  schemes 
and  contrivances  by  which  so  many  have  been 
humbugged  in  purchasing  regulators.  I  will  give 
the  only  practical  way  by  which  the  heat  can  be 
successfully  regulated  in  an  incubator  to  obviate 
the  outside  and  inside  changes  of  temperature, 
which  is  simply  by  means  of  a  machine  that  will 
regulate  the  heat  by  the  heat  on  the  top  of  the 
■egpsin  the  egg  drawer.  Regulators  that  turn  a 
lamp  wick  up  and  down,  or  that  open  valves  to 
let  the  heat  escape  by  means  of  the  expansion 
and  contraction  of  water,  will  not  do  this.  They 
may  hold  the  water  in  the  tank  at  near  an  equal 
temperature,  that  is,  if  the  lamp  flame  can  be 
gauged  just  right  by  the  eye  after  trimming  and 
tilling  lamp,  or  by  keeping  a  close  watch  and 
regulate  the  flame  when  the  heat  rises  or  falls. 
'This  cannot  be  relied  on  for  sudden  outside 
■changes  in  temperature.  The  cold  rises.  The 
same  temperature  in  the  tank  when  the  ther- 
mometer stands  at  80°  outside  urill  not  give  the 
same  temperature  on  the  top  of  the  eggs  when 
the  thermometer  outside  falls  to  60°.  In  order 
to  have  a  uniform  degree  of  heat  on  the  top  of 
the  eggs,  the  heat  in  the  tank  must  increase  and 
■decrease  as  the  outside  temperature  increases 
and  decreases,  or  the  surplus  heat  must  be  in 


some  way  carried  off.  This  cannot  be  denied. 
There  are  few  who  have  had  any  experience 
with  hot  water  incubators,  who  do  not  know 
this  fact.  If  you  keep  such  incubators  in  a 
room  where  the  outside  changes  are  very  slight 
they  will  do  very  well.  If  insufficient  heat  will 
retard  incubation,  prevent  the  chicks  from 
properly  absorbing  the  yolk,  and  from  healing, 
as  they  otherwise  would,  and  if  too  much  heat 
w  ill  force  an  unnatural  grow  th  and  produce  de- 
formity and  weakness,  the  result  would  be 
hatching  under  one  condition,  and  then  under 
another,  occasionally  about  right.  Were  you  to 
overfeed  your  fowls  one  day,  the  next  day  starve 
them,  and  the  third  day  feed  them  about  right, 
it  is  a  question  ih  my  mind  if  your  birds  would 
do  as  well  as  if  they  were  properly  fed  every 
day.  It  matters  not  whether  the  hen  picks  up 
the  fuel  with  her  bill  and  swallows  it,  or  whether 
the  fuel  is  applied  with  lamps  in  an  incubator. 
This  same  rule  will  apply  equally  in  both  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  proper  degree  of  heat  to  pro- 
duce best  results,  opinions  vary  from  102°  to  105°. 
My  experience  teaches  me,  they  are  all  about 
right.  That  is,  if  they  will  apply  the  different 
degrees  in  harmony  with  the  outside  tempera- 
ture and  different  stages  of  incubation.  For 
example,  when  the  weather  is  very  cold,  if  the 
eggs  are  105°  on  the  top,  they  will  not  be  any 
warmer  a  little  below  the  center  of  the  eggs, 
t'laii  they  would  be  in  warmer  weather,  when 
the  thermometer  is  102°,  (with  top  heat  which  is 
decidedly  the  best),  as  incubators  are  not  usu- 
ally run  in  extreme  cold  rooms.  I  would  recom- 
mend to  hold  the  heat,  in  cold  weather,  at  104° 
vip  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  incubation,  and  then 
drop  to  103°.  In  warm  weather,  I  would  recom- 
mend 103°  for  the  first  fourteen  days,  then  drop 
to  102°.  A  little  cooling  twice  a  day,  will  do  the 
eggs  no  harm,  if  the  drawer  is  opened  from  two 
to  ten  minutes,  according  to  the  outside  temper- 
ature. 

Our  first  object  in  artificial  incubation  was 
economy.  Since  this  is  no  longer  a  question,  we 
turn  our  attention  to  improving  our  stock  by  ar- 
tificial incubation.  It  may  be  claimed  it  is  im- 
possible, as  we  cannot  excel  nature.  When  we 
apply  the  word  nature  to  animal  and  vegetable 
life,  in  a  strict  sense,  it  means  contention,  strife, 
war,  and  destruction.  Turn  over  the  soil,  and 
various  Weeds  and  grasses  will  make  their  ap- 
pearance... One  variety  after  another  will  be 
smothered  out,  until  one  of  the  strongest  varie- 
ties will  prevail.  Had  the  human  family  always 
lived  up  to  the  laws  of  health,  we  would,  no 
doubt,  live  to  a  much  greater  age  than  now. 
Mankind  follow  the  dictates  of  their  passions, 
appetites,  and  inclinations  of  their  nature.  It  is 
their  nature  to  do  so,  and  it  shortens  their  lives. 
It  is  the  nature  of  Wild  animals  to  destroy  one 
another.  Regardless  of  the  natural  enemies  of 
the  hen,  (vermin),  a  hen  lias  no  idea  of  cleanli- 
ness and  health.  If  she  exhibits  her  nature  in  a 
contest  for  her  nest,  though  she  may  break  every 
egg,  she  will  be  just  as  contented  in  the  muss  on 
the  broken  shells  as  though  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. The  outside  eggs  frequently  become 
chilled,  or  are  rolled  out  of  the  nest;  she  never 
removes  unsound  eggs  and  is  more  or  less  care- 
less about  turning  them.  Though  she  may  be 
persistent  in  her  sacred  duties  she  never  can 
improve  her  chicks  by  , her  mode  of  incubation. 
Birds  can  be  improved  by  artificial  incubation 
by  observing  the  laws  of  science  and  philosophy. 

[Mr.  Hile  should  not  forget  that  there  are 
regulators  now  doing  just  what  he  claims  cannot 
be  done.  It  is  best  to  avoid  a  conflict  with  man- 
ufacturers.— Ed.],-  .  . .: 


Standard  Weights  of  Cockerels. 

B  F.  CARROLL,  SELMA,  IOWA. 

Supposing  the  pages  of  your  paper  open  for 
the  discussion  of  any  subject  of  general  impor- 
tance to  the  public.  I  seat  myself  for  that,  pur- 
pose. In  the  outset.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  don't 
want  to  make  myself  known  as  a  fault-finder, 
but  I  understand  that  agitation  is  the  underly- 
ing principle  of  all  reformations,  and  I  believe 
the  sooner  a  few  revolutions  are  made  in  the 
business  the  better.  In  short,  the  subject  that  I 
want  to  get  at  is  that  of  disqualification  as  set 
forth  in  "The  Standard  of  Excellence."  Now, 
please  do  not  understand  that  I  am  making  an 
attack  on  the  Standard  as  a  guide  to  determine 
how  near  a  chicken  m^y  come  to  the  line  of  per- 
fection, but  only  on  this  one  thing,  disqualifica- 
tion. We  will,  however,  devote  this  article  to 
one  particular  objection,  that  of  weight.  Let 
ns  examine  the  Standard.  I  read  in  my 
Standard  that  the  Partridge  Cochin  cock- 
erel must  weigh  1%  pounds.  Nothing  said 
as  to  age.  Now,  to  make  the  matter  plain,  my 
neighbor  A.  has  a  cockerel  eieht  months  old.  and 
weighing  7%  pounds,  hence  he  is  all  right  for  the 
show  oen  (other  things  beintr  equal).  I  have  a 
bird  of  the  same  parentage.  6%  months  old.  and 
weighing  1%  pounds,  and.  in  all  other  respects, 
would  score  from  one  to  two  points  more  than 
neighbor  A.'s.  As  a  matter  of  course,  you  know 
my  bird  must  be  excluded,  else  why  have  a 
Standard  ?  Now,  what  is  the  justice  in  such  de- 
cisions ?  If  my  bird  is  sufficiently  developed, 
and  possesses  all  the  points  necessary  for  a  bird 
of  his  age  to  score  93  points,  why  exclude  him 
for  the  quarter  pound?  In  estimating  the  weight 
of  birds,  why  not  consider  the  age  as  well? 


Again,  I  may  have  another  cockerel  of  the  same 
strain,  11%  months  old,  and  weighing  just  7% 
pounds,  According  to  the  Standard,  the  term 
"cockerel"  is  the  proper  term  to  use  till  the  bird 
is  a  year  old,  hence  no  man  can  more  than  de- 
duct three  points  for  the  deficiency.  But  the 
truth  of  the  matter  is  that  this  biid  may  never 
reach  the  Standard  weiglit,l%  pounds,  even  foi 
a  cockerel,  and,  hence,  would  the  next  year  be 
thrown  out  for  lack  of  weight.  Now,  how  can 
this  difficulty  be  obviated?  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  have  this  thing  stricken  out  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  scrub  fow  ls  to  be  brought  into  the 
show  pen,  but.  to  submit  all  birds  to  a  fair  and 
honest  scoring  according  to  their  respective 
merits.  I  can  only  re-echo  the  words  of  the 
Poultry  Keeper:  "There  should  be  no  such 
thing  as  disqualification."  Why  not  grade 
chickens  as  you  would  grade  anything  else,  in 
accordance  w  ith  their  individual  characteristics? 
The  line  of  distinction  cannot  be  too  closely 
drawn,  but  let.  all  have  a  chance.  If  my  bird 
will  score  90  points  at  six  months  old.  does  hs 
not  as  well  deserve  it.  as  at  eight  months  old.  or  if 
he  deserves  90  points  when  w  eighing  7J4  pounds, 
and  in  good  growing  condition,  does  he  not  even 
I  better  deserve  it  than  when  made  doim  fat  in 
oider  to  gain  fhe  quarter  pound  for  the  show 
i  lien?  Why  not  adopt  a  standard  of  grades,  say 
from  93  upward  extra ;  93  to  85  good  ;  80  or  below 
!  fit.  for  the  market  only?  Would  not  that  be 
j  better  than  to  stuff  birds  beyond  all  reason  in 
j  order  to  fit  them  for  inspection?  Now.  this  is 
i  only  one  of  the  many  objections  that  might  be 
'  made  to  this  one  thing, 'arid  all  of  them  firmly 
founded.  What  do  others  think  on  this  subject? 

[It  is  only  one  of  a  thousand  faults.  'J  he  Stand 
ai  d  is  so  well  "bungled"  that  a  Solon  could  not 
make  head  or  tail  of  it,  but  many  errors  will  be 
corrected.— Ed.] 

 Q  

Poultry  in  Montana. 

W.  M.  WOOLDRIDGE,  ELLISTON,  M.  T. 

Poultry  when  handled  properly,  in  Montana, 

Says  well.   I  quote  ruling  wholesale  prices  at 
lelena  and  Butte,  as  follows:  Common  spring 
chickens  are  worth  $6.00  tier  doz.  and  eggs  at 
present,  30  cents,  never  below  25  cents,  and  in 
winter  reaching  75  cents.  This  may  seem  im- 
probable, but  it  is  nevertheless  true.   At  the 
station  where  I  was  located  last  January,  we  re- 
ceived 35  cases  containing  36  doz.  eac,hby  express 
from  a  point  in  Nebraska,destined  to  the  mines, 
but  most  of  them  were  frozen  while  in  transit. 
At  that  time  these  same  eggs  sold  at  75  cents  per 
dozen  at  the  mines,  and  also  where  I  was  located 
(Thompson  Falls.  M.  T.)   I  have  three  kinds  of 
fowls— the  Brown|  Leghorns,  Partridge  Cochins, 
and  the  Plymouth  Rocks.  The,  Brown  Leghorns 
I  find  to  be  excellent  layers,  stopping  neither  for 
time  or  tide.  The  Partridge  Cochins  are  a  good 
fowl  where  meat  is  wanted  only,  and  they  are 
great  foragers,  mine  often  straying  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  home.    The  Plymouth  Rock  is  a 
general-purpose  fowl,  especially  so  if  early 
broilers  are  wanted,  as  they  feather  out  so  nicely 
and  look  neat.   I  am  building  a  coop,  the  run- 
way of  which  is  two  feet  high  in  the  rear  and  five 
in  the  front,  boarded  up  and  down  on  outside 
and  lengthwise  (crosswise)  on  inside.  I  used  for 
the  run-way  2x4  scantling,  and  filled  the  four- 
inch  space  in  with  sawdust,  packing  it  down 
tight.  This  run-way  I  will  cover  by  refuse  lum- 
ber, and  daub  the  cracks  between'the  boards  of 
the  roof  with  mortar,  and  then  cover  the  whole 
with  four  inches  of  dirt.  This  makes  a  very 
warm,  cheap,  dry  roof.  Will  bank  the  run-way 
all  around  with  about  two  feet  of  dirt,  and  should 
it  become  necessary  will  have  a  small  heating 
stove  in  it.   Have  four  large  windows  in  run- 
way upon  which  shutters  are  hung  by  hinges,  to 
be  closed  in  very  severe  weather  and  at  nights. 
The  house  proper  is  built  in  very  much  the  same 
manner,  I  having  used  2x8  scantling,  this  giving 
an  eight-inch  space  to  be  filled  with  sawdust. 
This  makes  a  very  warm  house,  but  at.  this  point 
it  will  be  none  to  warm,  as  it  frequently  gets  450 
below  zero,  as  this  is  about  one  of  the  highest  in- 
habited points  in  Montana. 

[You  are  building  the  right  kind  of  house  for 
your  climate.  You  cannot  make  it  too  warm. — 
Ed.] 

High  Express  Bates. 

P.  II.  PEFFER,  MIDDLE  LANCASTER.  PA. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  write  to  you  in  regard  to 
high  express  rates  and  am  sure  that  the  greater 
majority  of  your  many  subscribers  will  agree 
with  me,  and  not  your  subscribers  only,  but 
others  also.  There  lias  teen  considerable  wi  it- 
ten  in  regard  to  this  matter  in  your  valuable 
paper  about  reducing  high  rates,  and  now  why 
cannot  it  be  done?  Why  can't  the  poultry  men, 
and  other  classes,  rise  and  lower  this  outrageous 
tariff  on  every  little  thing  that  must  be  sent  by 
the  railroads  of  the  United  States?  I  never  paid 
much  attention  to  the  high  rates  or  low  rates  till 
this  fall.  I  have  found  out  more  than  one  gen- 
erally likes  to  know,  especially  when  it  begins 
to  count  out  of  my  pocket,  and  now,  to  close,  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  your  readers,  and  see  if 
we  can't  reduce  high  rates. 

[Monopolies  hold  the  fort,  and  only  a  united 
charge  can  dislodge  them.— Ed.] 
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Snbuprlption  Price,  50  cents  per  year  In  advance. 
Single  number,  5  cents.  All  subscriptions  com- 
mence with  current  number  at  time  tbey  are  re- 
ceived.  No  subscriptions  dated  back. 

Advertising  Kates,  50  cents  per  Agate  line  (f7  per 
inch),  each  Insertion.  Fourteen  lines  to  the  inch. 
Advertisements  must  he  received  by  the  15th  of  the 
month  preceding  date  of  issue  to  insure  insertion. 

Correspondence.  We  invite  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  Poultry  that  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers,  hut  respectfully  ask  that  all  articles  be  short 
and  concise.    Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only. 

Address  all  communications  to 

Poultry  Keeper  Company 

Parkesburg.  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter  at  the 
Post-Office.  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


P.  H.JACOBS,  Editor. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

To  The  Poultry  Keeper  on  business  or  in  rela- 
tion to  articles  or  manuscript  for  publication  must  be 
addressed  to 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company', 
Parkesburg,  ChesterCo.,  Pa. 


RiCHES-and-Jacobs-are-now-for-Rochester. 

Now  is  your  time  on  that  combination  with 
Fancier's  Gazette. 

Bead  our  article  on  ventilation  and  frost  in  the 
poultry  houses. 

Only  fifty  cents  a  year  for  the  Podltrt 
Keeper— stamps  taken. 

Look  out  for  next  month.  We  try  to  get  out  a 
better  paper  each  issue. 

Along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  comes  a 
"weeping  and  wailing  and  smashing  of  teeth." 

Captain  White  and  Hatch  voted  for  Roches- 
ter. Moral.— Don't  vote  for  Rochester. 

Otis,  Colorado,  has  a  Poultry  Association,  due 
to  the  efforts  of  Major  C.  N.  Campbell. 

Anything  to  beat  Mortimer.  Nominating 
committees,  caucus,  or  even  swallowing  Elliott. 

Young  breeders,  "obscure"  breeders,  and 
others  should  advertise.  This  is  no  "big  gun's" 
paper. 

Give  us  the  appointment  of  a  nominating 
committee  before  new  members  come  in  and  we 
will  hold  office  for  life. 

We  had  to  add  something  this  month.  Ad- 
vertisements crowded  us.  We  must  not  rob  our 
readers  of  reading  matter. 

The  homeopathic  treatment  for  diseases  of 
fowls  is  growing  in  favor.  Humphrey's  Specific 
AA  has  done  wonders  with  roup. 

Once  again— don't,  don't  use  bottom  heat  in 
brooders,  as  it  causes  leg  weakness.  Bottom 
heat  kills  more  than  it  cures. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  write  us.  We  correct  all 
bad  spelling,  punctuate,  and  put  everything  in 
"shipshape"  style. 

Your  signature  may  be  plain  to  you,  but  to  us 
it  looks  like  the  characters  on  an  Egyptian  obe- 
lisk. Make  every  letter  plain. 

For  $1.00  we  send  the  Poultry  Keeper, 
Poultry  Guide  Poultry  Chum,  and  the  Poultry 
Keeper  Special.  Cheap. 

That  combination  offer  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper  (50  cents)  and  fancier's  Gazette  ($1.25) 
both  for  only  $1.00  is  taking  like  a  whirlwind. 
Don't  miss  it. 


We  made  a  mistake  in  the  address  of  Mr.Wm. 
L.  Dickinson,  the  winner  of  the  Pekin  duck 
award  at  New  York.  Instead  of  Jamaica  Plains 
it  should  be  box  42,  Jamaica,  Long  Island, 
N.  Y„  with  "Plains"  omitted. 


We  send  Hiles'  Book  on  Incubation  (giving 
plans  for  making  an  incubator),  price  25  cents, 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper  one  year,  for  65 
cents. 

For  the  information  of  those  inquiring  for 
sprayers  we  will  state  that  a  cheap  one,  of  tin, 
has  been  invented  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Logue,  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pa. 

The  Feathered  Home,  Carthage,  Mo.,  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  J.  J.  Squire,  is  a  large  and  hand- 
some paper,  well  edited,  and  entitled  to  patron- 
age. Send  for  a  copy,  as  we  club  with  it. 

Only"  $2.55  for  a  t  wo-line  advertisement  three 
months,  or  $3.82  for  three  lines,  $5.10  for  four 
lines.  All  for  three  months.  Two  sales  of  eggs 
pay  for  it. 

For  sixty  cents  we  send  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  one  of  our  books.  For  60  sents  we  send  two 
papers— Poultry  Keeper  and  Farmer's  Maga- 
zine. 

Ficklin  was  seeking  "blood"  until  the  time 
for  action  arrived,  when  he  surprised  everybody 
by  moving  to  appoint  the  committee  to  nominate 
officers,  but— Ficklin  is  a  lawyer. 

Samuel  Wilson,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  the  Seeds- 
man, offers  our  readers  something  in  this  issue. 
See  advertisement  of  his  free  catalogue  of  flower 
and  vegetable  seeds,  new  varieties,  poultry,  etc. 

Some  breeders  want  $5  per  sitting  for  eggs  but 
when  it  comes  to  paying  more  than  market  prices 
for  an  advertisement  it  gives  them  the  shivers. 
Cold  chills  run  over  them. 


"Well,  old  boy,  I'm  home  once  more,  and  tell 
them  the  'Great  American  Kicker'  was  the  best 
horse  of  the  lot  after  being  broke  to  harness" 
are  the  words  of  Mr.  Felch. 

Conger,  at  Indianapolis,  made  a  motion, 
spoke  in  favor  of  it,  and  then  voted  "no."  He 
tried  to  please  in  every  direction.  Nothing  like 
sticking  on  the  fence. 

This  being  the  egg  season  we  are  crowded 
with  ads.  Fortunately  it  won't  last  long.  Our 
readers  will  not  be  deprived  of  space  but  a  short 
while.  This  paper  thinks  more  of  its  readers 
than  any  other  class. 

More— yes  more.  We  are  getting  new  sub- 
scribers at  the  rate  of  between  one  hundred 
and  two  hundred  per  day,  and  still  we  are  not 
happy.  Hurry  up.  See  our  combination  with 
Fancier's  Gazette. 

Mr.  Idell  reports  broilers  at  from  20  to  24 
cents  per  pound,  in  New  York  city,  first  in 
market,  Feb.  3d.  They  have  been  selling,  how- 
ever, since  Jan.  16th.  Prices  will  of  course  go 
up  every  day.   

Mr.  C  R.  Dougherty,  Absecon,  N.  J.,  thinks 
fresh  air  pipes  should  be  introduced  into  the 
pipe  brooders,  from  both  sides,  as  the  direction 
of  the  wind  may  cause  the  warm  air  to  go  out 
instead  of  rising  in  the  "mothers." 

The  German  Poultry  Keeper  will  soon  be  out. 
Price  50  cents  a  year.  It  will  work  in  connec- 
tion with  our  English  Poultry  Keeper.  Ad- 
dress Henry  E.  Voigt,  Humburg,  Wis.  Back  it 
up  Germans. 

We  must  not  overlook  the  Michigan  Poultry 
Breeder,  published  by  Mr.  George  S.  Barnes, 
at  Battle  Creek.  Mich.,  at  50  cents  per  year,  or, 
with  the  Poultry  Keeper  at  75  cents.  Samples 
free.  'though  a  Michigan  paper  it  is  adapted 
to  sui       ry  section;  

C?  indards  did  not  pass.  Not  a  voice 

was  J  iinst  them.  But  the  motion  was 

vott.  The  "bunghole  and  spigot,"  people 

still  live,  and  so  do  the  Bourbons  of  France. 
They  sell  a  few  standards  at  $1.00  where  they 
could  sell  a  dozen  at  a  lower  price.  The  number 
of  standards  printed  every  five  years  is  ridicu- 
lously small.  Every  breeder  does  not  have  one, 
while  everybody  should  have  one.  Cheap  stand- 
ards must  come.  It  will  pay  to  cheapen  them. 
"Nimble  sixpences  beat  slow  shillings." 


We  want  the  obscure  breeders  to  advertise^. 
This  paper  is  no  "big  gun"  organ.  A  two-line- 
"ad  "  in  April,  May  and  June  will  only  cost  you* 
$2.55,  and  if  you  sell  only  one  si  ting  of  eggs  int 
three  months,  you  get  your  money  bacK.  Cheap- 
est advertising  in  the  world. 

Some  of  those  breeders  who  recently  claimed,. 
3,000  eggs  from  ten  hens,  in  one  year,  should 
talk  slowly,  as  there  are  only  365  days  in  a  year, 
hens  moult,  get  sick,  and  each  hen  cannot  lay 
an  egg  every  day.  Such  "free  advertising"  is; 
too  glaring,  and  is  taken  with  salt. 

T.  F.  McGrew,  Jr.,  of  Springfield,  O.,  is  a 
"trump."  He  worked  hard,  gave  good  advice,, 
and  made  hosts  of  friends  at  Indianapolis.  And: 
the  Buff  Cochins  he  showed  were  fine,  number- 
ing 68,  he  winning  first  on  breeding  pen,  with, 
other  prizes  on  cocks,_hens,  pullets,  etc. 

Jacobs  has  been  called  the  "poultry  anarch 
ist"  but  at  one  time  he,  with  Babcock,  Orr,  Lee„ 
McGrew  and  Pierce,  were  fixing  up  the  stand- 
ards around  a  table,  every  minute  fearing  there- 
would  be  no  quorum.  The  true  anarchists  left"- 
after  the  offices  were  filled. 

"The  bad  element,"  says  a  Bulletin  corre- 
spondent, "tried  to  run  in  Scheel  (Pres't.)  and^ 
Elliott  (Sect'y.)  but  WE  ran  in  Williams  and 
Elliott."  Then  the  "ice's"  took  the  bad  Elliott- 
did  they.  The  "bad  element"  did  not  get  in  the- 

CaUCUS. 

Look  out !  Only  25  cents,  or  60  cents  with  the: 
Poultry  Keeper.  We  allude  to  the  "Poultry 
Keeper  Special  for  1S88,"  which  is  w#rth  $100  to- 
you.  No  book  published  can  approach  it.  It 
contains  the  cream  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  for- 
several  years  back. 

Send  no  subscriptions  to  our  editor,  as  he  lives- 
at  Hammonton,  N.  J.  (100  miles  from  Parkes- 
burg.) He  has  to  send  all  such  to  us.  Articles- 
for  publication,  inquiries,  etc.,  may,  however,  he- 
addressed  to  him,  and— always  enclose  stamp — 
as  he  acknowledges  every  letter  received.  Al- 
ways give  plain  name,  also  postofnce,  county,, 
and  State. 

Says  the  Bulletin :  "No  need  to  choose  suchi 
officers  (Secretary,  Treasurer  and  President,)* 
from  newly-elected  members  as  there  is  plenty 
of  good  material  to  select  from  in  the  life  ranks."" 
Go  slow,  friend  Long;  as  you  were  not  there~ 
The  new  members  did  more  work  than  you  sup- 
pose. Lee,  Orr,  and  others  were  new  members- 
There  were  not  many  old  members  there  for- 
such  a  meeting. 

Yes— 25,000  Extra. 

We  sent  out  100.000  extra  in  December.  We- 
had  to  print  25,000  extra  for  samples  alone  this 
month.  Every  copy  will  go  somewhere.  Send* 
us  all  the  names  you  can,  readers. 

Grab  It— Look  Out. 

Send  us  $1.00  and  get  the  Fancier's  Gazette?. 
($1.25),  and  Poultry  Keeper,  (50  cents).  You 
get  two  papers  for  less  than  the  price  of  one,  as 
they  have  consolidated.  Worth  ten  times  the- 
price. 

The  Incubator  and  the  Cellar. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  incubator- 
is  no  toy,  that  to  operate  one  means  care  and 
loork,  and  that  the  meanest  and  most  midesir- 
able  location  in  the  house  is  not  the  place  for  the- 
incubator.   Says  an  inquirer: 

"I  Have  a  large  cellar  that  I  think  would  be  a- 
splendid  |>lace  to  use  for  incubators  and  to  raise 
young  chicks  very  early  in  t lie  season.  The  cel- 
lar is  dry,  always  warm,  and  never  damp. 
What  ao  you  think  of  it  ?" 

Your  cellar  may  be  excellent,  but  chicks  can- 
not be  raised  therein  unless  you  have  sunlight- 
Some,  however,  use  any  kind  of  cellar.  An  in- 
cubator must  be  in  a  warm.dry  place.  Sunlight 
on  an  incubator  will  affect  that  side;  so  will  the 
cold  air  from  a  window.  Humidity  and  purity 
of  the  air  must  always  be  considered.  Give  are 
incubator  the  choicest  place  in  the  house. 
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A  German  Poultry  Keeper. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Voigt,  Hamburg,  Wis.,  is  about 
to  begin  the  "publication  of  "Der  Geflvegel 
Zuechter,"  (The  Poultry  Keeper)  in  German,  at 
60  cents  a  year,  monthly,  and  it  will  be  the  same 
as  the  Poultry  Keeper  except  in  the  German 
language.  As  it  will  be  the  only  paper  of  the 
kind  it  should  succeed.  If  friends  will  assist 
and  endeavor  to  get  a  sample  copy  into  the 
hands  of  every  person  speaking  German  there 
will  be  no  doubt  of  its  prosperity. 


Easily  Answered. 

A  Missouri  subscriber  has  a  fine  flock  of  hens 
but  they  will  not  lay,  so  he  sends  us  a  letter  and 
asks  : 

"Advise  me  how  to  make  25  Plymouth  Rock 
hens  hiy  more  than  one  egg  a  day,  as  total.  I 
give  them  hot  bran  in  the  morning,  the  leavings 
from  the  table  at  noon  and  good  corn  before 
roosting  time." 

You  feed  too  often,  don't  give  enough  bulky 
food,  and  allow  too  much  grain.  Your1  hens  are 
too  fat.  Reduce  them  down.  Make  them  work. 


The  Good  Health  Paper. 

Since  the  article  in  this  journal  alluding  to  the 
methods  of  the  publishers  of  Good  Health  ap- 
peared, the  publishers  informed  us  that  they 
were  not  aware  orthe  kind  of  circulars  sent  out, 
the  work  having  been  done  by  "a  young  man" 
who  was  not  familiar  with  the  facts  in  the  case. 
This  explanation  on  their  part  relieves  us  of  the 
supposition  that  the  publishers  were  not  reliable, 
and  we  cheerfully  retract  all  we  said  in  regard 
to  them.  Their  manly  course  is  such  as  to  en- 
title them  to  respect,  and  we  are  glad  to  know 
that  it  was  a  mistake  on  their  part  that  caused 
the  misunderstanding,  and  that  their  standing 
as  business  men  is  high,  while  their  institution 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 


.lavas  and  Plymouth  Rocks. 

In  reply  to  a  subscriber,  who  asks  us  to  say 
something  about  Javas,  we  will  state  that  they 
are  really  Black  Plymouth  Rocks  so  far  as  qual- 
ities, size,  etc.,  are  concerned,  though  a  little 
difference  in  shape  may  be  noticed.  According 
to  the  new  standards  all  Javas— White,  Black, 
and  Mottled^must  have  dark  red  combs  (some 
said  black  combs )  while  the  comb  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Kock  is  to  be  bright  red.  The  legs  of  the 
Java  must  be  dark  and  those  of  the  Plymouth 
Bock  yellow.  We  would  not  advise  any  one  to 
keep  White  Javas  and  White  Plymouth  Rocks 
on  the  same  farm. 

Readers  to  the  Rescue. 

We  are  taking  a  vote,  and  we  want  to  get  a  big 
majority.  The  Poultry  Keeper  looks  to  the 
Interest  of  its  readers  and  endeavors  to  give  ten 
times  the  worth  of  the  money.  We  want  a  postal 
card  vote  as  to  what  you  think  of  us,  and  it  will 
only  cost  you'Jone  cent  and  five  minutes  time. 
We  ask  (yes,  we'begof  you)  of  every  reader  to 
send  us  one  name  of  some  person  that  does  not 
take  our  paper.  Let  it  be  of  some  one  interested 
in  poultry.  Send  as  many  names  as  you  wish, 
but  send  one  at  least.  We  are  not  asking  for 
subscribers,  but  only  the  name  of  some  person, 
so  that  we  can  send  a  sample  copy  of  our  paper. 

Don't  Send  Dressed  Broilers  to 
Chicago. 

In  our  February  issue  we  made  it  appear  that 
broilers  in  Chicago  should  be  sold  dressed, when 
it  should  be  alive.  Messrs.Macdonald  &  Sprague, 
218  S.  Water  St.,  Chicago,  the  great  poultry 
firm  of  that  city,  state  that  dressed  broilers  are 
not  handled,  as  in  New  York  and  Boston.  We 
gladly  make  the  correction,  as  the  mistake  was 
ours.  We  correct,  also,  the  following  mistakes: 
Dec.22d  and  24th,turkeys  sold  at  10  cents  per  ft., 
instead  of  9,  and  chickens  instead  of  714. 
There  is  some  demand  in  Chicago  at  time  we 
received  the  letter  from  Mr.  Sprague,  and  he 
states  that  when  this  issue  reaches  the  readers 
live  chicks  will  be  selling  at  from  $4.50  to  $5  per 
dozen.  They  have  moved  from  224  S.  Water  St., 
to  218  S.  Water  street. 


The  Meeting  of  the  A.  P.  A. 

We  do  not  wish  longer  to  antagonize  the 
interests  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  as  we  intend  to  do  all 
we  can  to  promote  business  and  prosperity  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  poultry,  ye1  we  will 
strongly  advocate  reform  wherever  necessary. 

We  publish  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  in  order 
that  nothing  shall  be  witlilield  front  our  readers. 
We  have  been  careful  to  give  the  truth,  and  the 
j  whole  truth,  and  all  our  past  assertions  have 
!  been  sustained.  That  the  threat  of  withdrawal 
i  unless  the  slate  was  arranged  to  suit  was  the 
implement  used  to  gain  success  cannot  be  de- 
I  nied.  and  Mortimer's  friends  allowed  him  to  be 
shelved  in  order  to  promote  harmony.    It  was 
"rule  or  ruin,"  and  it  cannot  be  refuted.  We 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  proceedings, 
served  on  several  committees  of  revision,  and 
did  all  we  could  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Association.  That  we  are  a  disorganizer  or  an 
anarchist  was  not  shown  at  the  meeting. 

Now  that  everything  is  quiet,  and  harmony 
prevails,  we  are  glad  that  the  result  is  as  it  is. 
Let  us  all  get  into  harness  and  pull  together, 
and  let  us  try  to  make  the  A.  P.  A.  something 
for  all,  and  improve  it  in  every  way.  Until  we 
can  get  a  representative  association  it  serves  to 
hold  the  breeders  together  for  want  of  something 
better. 


Will  Incubators  "Glut"  The  Market. 

A  Boston  subscriber  sees  "danger  from  afar 
off,"  and  fears  the  market  will  be  ruined  by  in- 
cubators. Here  is  his  language : 

"Will  not  the  universal  use  of  incubators  ruin 
the  profit  of  market  poultry?  Will  not  the 
supply  be  many  times  greater  than  the  demand?" 

The  above  inquiry  is  a  proper  one.  We  do  not 
believe  the  use  of  incubators  will  be  universal, 
as  experience  is  a  factor,  and  while  the  supply 
may  increase,  so  will  the  demand.  Population 
is  increasing,  and  there  are  thousands  yet  to  be 
t&ucated  to  the  advantages  of  using  more  poul- 
try. Over  4,000,000  people  buy  in  New  York  City 
alone  everyday,  it  being  a  distributing  point, 


Wanted. — Men. 

As  a  favor  to  those  interested,  and  in  order  to 
benefit  some  who  so  desire,  we  call  attention  to 
the  following  wants: 

Mr.  P.  B.  Holzendorff,  Gainesville,  Ga.,  wants 
a  man  experienced  with  incubators,  and  will 
give  him  an  interest  in  the  poultry  business. 

Mr.  M.  L.  Minerd,  Scio,  O.,  would  like  employ- 
ment at  the  poultry  business,  he  being  experi- 
enced. 

Mr.  George  Clacy,  Eastern  Steamboat  House, 
Railroad  Wharf,  Portland,  Me.,  is  a  young  man 
out  of  a  job,  but  knows  how  to  taRe  care  of  poul- 
try, and  thinks  he  can  suit. 

Mr.  Geo.  P.  Adams,  Cabot.  Vt.,  would  like  to 
work  a  year,  at  moderate  wages,  to  learn.  Has 
had  some  expei  ience. 

Mr.  Morton  C.  Murray,  Baldwin,  Kansas,  has 
made  poultry  a  study  and  a  business,  but  cir- 
cumstances compel  him  to  offer  his  services  to 
any  one  desiring  an  experienced  person. 

Mr.  John  Galen,  Chestnut  Level,  Pen  n'a.,  is  an 
experienced  incubator  operator,and  understands 
raising  poultry  in  large  numbers. 

Mr.  Geo.  S.  Nissly,  Saline,  Mich.,  can  recom- 
mend a. young  man  who  thoroughly  understands 
incubators  ai  l  is  competent  to  manage  large 
flocks. 

Mr.  Wi'  .  box  88,  Selma,  Ala.,  wants  a 
good  ma  v  uiows  all  about  poultry  and  in- 
cubatorf. 

Don't  v,  .  about  the  parties  named,  as  we 
have  given  full  addresses. 


Kicks  Against  the  Poultry  Keeper. 

Some  people  don't  understand  values,  and  re- 
gard all  things  alike.  A  diamond  and  a  piece  of 
coal  do  not  differ  with  them.  Mr.  E.O.Ray- 
mond, Raritan,  III.,  sends     ^  "kick"  which  we 


publish,  as  it  gives  us  a  chance  to  explain  a  few- 
apparent  "discrepancies.'"  He  says: 

"I  would  like  to  secure  a  little  space  in  your 
Keeper  for  an  'ad,'  if  1  could  only  stand  your- 
priees.  1  do  not  understand  why  you  can  kick 
so  violently  about  a  book  the  size  of  the  Stand- 
ard selling  at  $1.00,  and  then  brace  up  and  ask 
$1.00  for  two  lines  of  'ad'  in  your  monthly  paper _ 
'Consistency  thou  ai  t  :i  jewel.'  It  makes  a  dif- 
ference whose  ox  is  doing  the  coring,  docs  it- 
not?  Your  prices  are  so  extortionate,  compared 
with  those  of  other  papers  of  same  price,  that  it 
looks  remarkable,  and  I  cannot  help  but  wonder 
why  $7  for  one  inch,  one  insertion  is  all  right, 
while  one  book,  bound  in  cloth,  at  $1.00.  ought  to- 
be  10  cents,  is  a  'grand  steal.'  Say,  Bro. 
Jacobs,  how  about  the.  'mote  and  beam'.'  Are 
these  rates  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, that  they  alt.erelh  not?  Should  like  to- 
know  why  you  ask  the  prices  you  do." 

Thanks,  Friend  Raymond — glad  you  wrote^. 
Easily  explained.  Our  prices  are  remarkably- 
low.  First,  you  say,  you  want  a  little  space.. 
Just  the  thing— then  yon  don't  want  anincA. 
Now,  if  you  take  two  lines  for  three  months,  (we 
allow  15  per  cent,  off  lor  the  three  months),  it 
amounts  to  only  $2.55  for  the  three  months.  If 
you  sell  only  one  silting  of  eggs  you  get  your 
money  back.  No  risk  at  all.  Again,  two  or 
three  lines  in  the  Poultry  Keeper  is  as  good, 
as  two  or  three  inches  in  some  papers.  If  two- 
lines  will  answer  tlie  purpose,  what  do  you  want 
with  two  inches.  You  are  willing  to  pay  $2  an* 
inch  in  some  journals,  but  what  you  want  to  get. 
at  is,  how  much  business  do  you  do. 

We  don't  want  you  to  take  an  inch.  Why> 
Because,  if  you  take  a  large  space,  you  will  ex- 
pect to  do  business  in  proportion,  not  to  the- 
amount  of  space,  but  to  the  amount  invested, 
hence,  when  you  take  only  a  few  lines,  we  know? 
you  have  everything  to  gain  and  notliing  to  lose 

You  say,  "compared  with  other  papers  of  same 
price."  Now.  subscription  price  has  nothing  to. 
do  with  it.  Suppose  bur  subscription  price  was 
$1.00  per  year  instead  of  50  cents,  would  that 
alter  the  matter?  If  so,  it  would  rather  r.educe- 
the  circulation  than  otherwise.  We  aim  to  reach 
the  greatest  number  of  readers, 

If  you  buy  a  Standard,  you  must  take  the  whole-: 
book  for  $1.00.  You  may  not  care  for  such  breeds 
as  Wild  Geese,  Frizzles,  etc.,  but  you  must  pay 
for  them.  We  think  you  ought  to  have  the  priv-- 
ilege  of  getting  a  Standard  for  one  breed,  (two 
lines),  and  not  the  whole  book,  (one  inch),  at 
$1.00. 

We  are  perfectly  consistent.  Friend  Raymond.. 
There  is  no  comparison  between  our  paper  and 
some  others.  We  often  print  more  copies  in  a_ 
month  than  some  do  in  a  year.  And — Friend 
Raymond,  why  do  you  charge  more  than  market 
prices  for  your  eggs?  "Better  quality,"  you  will- 
say.  "Well,  yes— uh !  "Jess  so." 


Leg  Weakness  in  Young  Chicks. 

We  have  had  so  many  inquiries  about  leg 
weakness  in  chicks  that  we  think  it  best  to  give- 
a  few  points  in  order  that  all  may  understand 
the  matter. 

Symptoms,.— Chicks  cannot  stand  ;  legs  spread: 
out:  sometimes  bowel  disease;  trouble  begins.- 
when  chicks  are  about  three  or  four  weeks  old ; . 
feathers  ruffled  and  apparently  soiled  ;  weakness 
and  debility;  sometimes  appetite  is  good,  but 
with  some  no  appetite  at  all. 

Cause. — If  brooders  are  used  bottom  heat  is. 
the  cause.  Bottom  heat  in  brooders  is  excellent 
the  first  ten  days,  but  dangerous  after  that 
period.  Feeding  sulphur,  dampness,  orexposure- 
to  cold  will  cause  leg  weakness.  When  chicks 
grow  very  rapidly  they  will  become  weak  in  the- 
legs,  but  it  is  more  common  with  cockerels  than 
with  pullets.  Such  chicks  have  good  appetites, 
are  lively,  and  soon  get  well.  It  generally  af- 
fects them  when  six  weeks  old.  Lice  will  also 
sometimes  cause  the  difficulty. 

The  heat  on  the  floor  of  a  brooder  should  be 
simply  not  cold.  ±\o  warmth  is  required  on  the 
floor.  All  heat  should  come  from  above  the  ■ 
chicks.  No  thermometer  is  necessary.  Simply 
watch  the  chicks.  If  they  crowd  together  when 
under  the  brooder  give  more  heat.  The  heat 
should  always  be  such  as  to  compel  them  to- 
separate  and  spread  out  under  the  brooder. 
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To  Those  Who  Write  Us. 

A  subscriber  asks  for  a  private  answer  to  the 
following,  to  which  we  reply  publicly  : 

Will  a  letter  sent  you  be  punctuated  and  spell- 
ing corrected  ?  To  whom  should  letter  for  pub- 
lication be  addressed? 

We  always  carefully  endeavor  to  correct  all 
letters.  We  thoroughly  understand  all  the  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  those  who  write.  All  we 
ask  is:  1.  Write  your  name  so  we  can  make  it 
out  (not  signature  style).  2.  Give  postoffice, 
county  and  state,  as  we  always  acknowledge 
letters  by  mail.  3.  Write  on  one  side  of  the 
sheet  only.  4.  Do  not  use  pencil  but  write  with 
ink.  5.  When  asking  questions  enclose  stamp 
for  reply.  6.  Address  letters  containing  money, 
or  stamps  for  subscription  to  Parkesburg.  7. 
Inquiries,  letters  for  publication,  or  anything 
not  business  should  be  addressed  to  P.  H. 
.Jacobs,  Hamnionton,  New  Jersey. 


Mr.  Yan  Dorei  and  His  Flocks. 

Before  we  speak  of  Mr.  Van  Doren's  Plymouth 
stocks  we  will  say  he  is  known  as  the  l-old 


A  Poultry  House. 

We  received  the  following  from  J.  L.  McKen- 
zie,  of  Liverpool,  Pa.: 

I  will  write  you  a  few  lines  to  give  you  a  de- 
scription of  a"  poultry  house  I  built  this  past 
summer.  It  is  50 feet  long  by  13%  wide,  two 
stories  high.  It  is  built  on  the  soutlf  side  of  a 
hill.  The  lower  story  is  walled  up  behind,  (as  I 
dug  back  in  thebariklsix  feet  with  one  foot 
frame  on  top.  The  ends  are  partly  walled  leav- 
ing room  for  two  windows  at  one  end,  and  door 
and  window  at  other  end.  with  five  windows  in 
front.  Windows  are  3xo  feet  and  are  hinged  so 
that  they  can  be  opened  every  day  to  air  out 
building.  Ventilators  are  round  holes,  cut  in 
front,  above  windows,  with  slides  to  shut  and 
open.  The  lower  story  is  divided  into  five  rooms 
10x10  feet ;  a  passage  way  running  the  entire 
lenath  behind.  The  yards  for  these  pens  are  in 
front  of  building.  These  rooms  are  intended  for 
laving  hens,  each  one  containing  thirty-five  hens. 
The  upper  story  has  five  windows  on  south  side, 
same  as  lower  story.  It  contains  an  office,  a 
feed  room,  and  eight  breeding  pens,  with  pass- 
age wav  IV,  feet  running  the  entire  length  in 
front.  "The'yards  for  these  pens  are  behind  the 
building  (as  the  bank  is  within  a  foot  or  so  from 
the  floor).  The  roof  of  A.  F.  Swan's  three-ply 
standard  roofing.  I  will  not  describe  my  breed- 
ing stock,  as  I  liate  free  advertising,  but  will 
send  in  mv  '-ad."  soon.  I  have  been  breeding 
pure  blooded  poultry  for  several  years,  but  only 


fact  that  in  order  to  rear  good  fowls  one  must 
not  only  give  good  attention  to  thcyoung.  but 
must  also  promote  the  vigor  of  the  fowl  prior  to 
the  laying  of  the  eggs.    It  is  supposed  that  the 
Polish  fowl  came  about  by  extra  feed,  together 
with  the  most  favorable  accommodations,  which 
is  no  doubt  true,  but,  perhaps,  it  is  not  well 
understood  by  all  at  what  period  can  be  given 
the  greatest  tendency.  We  will  give  a  case 
.  which  came  under  our  observation,  it  being  a 
!  Bronze  turkey,  reared  by  a  veteran  fancier,  he 
i  having  extra  accommodations,  there  being  a 
;  bank  of  earth  under  cover,  which  would  remind 
|  you  of  summer,  although  in  mid-winter.  He  be- 
j  mg  over-anxious,  killed  a  hog,  and  gave  the  tur- 
i  keys  free  access  to  the  eaycass.  and  of  course 
I  they  had  no  lack  for  a  variety  of  feed.  The  eggs 
!  were  layed  in  due  season,  arid  from  which  was 
hatched  the  one  we  are  speaking  of.  she  being  a 
very  prompt-feathered  hen.  combined  with  per- 
I  feet  symmetry,  and  from  the  same  descent.  As 
I  winter  drew  on  she  quite  reached  seventeen 
I  pounds,  and  was  purchased  by  a  farmer,  and  to- 
j  day  weighs  about  eighteen  pounds.  The  next 
i  spring  she   was  mated  to   an    extra  Tom, 
!  reared  by  a  farmer,  from  eggs  direct  from  an 
enterprising  fancier,  and  the  result  was  a  whole 
!  brood,  lacking  in  wing  coverts,  and  uneven  tail 
I  feathering,  which  shows  what  a  reverse  from 
|  good  management  will  do.  We  know  of  another 
i  similar  case  in  Bronze  turkeys,  where  the  tail 
feathering  was  not  onlv  uneven  but  were  lack- 
I  ing  in  number,  the  latter  of  course  not  being  ac- 


PAIR  OF  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.— Owned  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Van  Doren,  Buckingham.  Illinois. 


-turkey  cock and  secured  that  title  by  making 
.a  specialty  of  Bronze  Turkeys.  He  knows  all 
about  a  turkey,  and  its  a  cold  day  when  he  don't 
get  the  first  prize  when  he  goes  to  a  show,  for  he 
never  goes  for  "fun,'-  as  he  always  aims  to  win.  I 
At  the  Chicago  show  his  Plymouth  Bucks  sur^j 
prised  evervbodv,  and  some  of  those  who  ex- 
pected to  get  all  had  to  yield  to  him.    We  care-' 
fully  looked  over  his  Plymouth  Eocks  at  the 
Chicago  show,  and  found  his  birds  equal  to  any  i 
we  ever  saw.   He  also  raises  first-class  Toulouse  | 
Geese.  Mr.  Van  Doren.  although  taking  great 
pride  in  his  stock,  does  not  place  his  prices  be- 
yond the  reach  of  anv  class.    He  sends  the  best 
he  has,  and  tries  to  please.    We  never  heard  of 
a  single  complaint  against  him.  and  he  made  us 
examine  his  stock  before  he  would  allow  us  to  | 
use  his  cut.  He  does  not  keep  more  breeds  than 
he  can  guarantee,  as  he  has  onlv  one  kind  of 
chickens,  one  of  turkeys,  and  one  of  geese,  I 
hence  no  mistakes  in  his  stock.  i 


on  a  small  scale,  as  I  wanted  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness thoroughly,  but  I  have  made  poultry  a 
study  for  a  number  of  years.  I  have  about  a 
dozen  poultry  books.  I  take  the  poultry  journals, 
the  Keepeh,  the  Bulletin,  and  the  Ohio  Poultry 
Journal,  but  think  the  Keeper  the  "boss"  of 
them  all.  as  it  has  been  a  key  to  the  business  to 
me.  I  am  sure  I  could  not  do  without  it  for  the 
price  of  ten  journals.  If  we  co'ild  only  have  it 
semi-monthly,  I  for  one  am  willing  to  pay  $1.00  a 
year  to  have  it  so,  or  $2  if  necessary.  I  got  what  I 
think  a  mammoth  egg.  It  measures  8  inches 
around  one  way  and  K}4  inches  the  other  way. 
If  any  person  can  beat  that  let  us  hear  from 
them.  Some  time  in  the  near  future  I  want  you 
to  visit  my  yards  to  inspect  the  stock  I  am 
breeding. 

Accidental  Breeding. 

Herman  J.  Linscott,  Brownfield,  Me.,  writes 
as  follows: 

We  would  call  your  attention  once  more  to  the 


counted  for  at  any  other  period  than  the  forma- 
tion of  the  egg.  At  that  period,  and  that  only,  is 
the  organization  of  all  the  members  of  the  body. 
What  then  is  promoted  must  stand  for  life  and 
so  likewise  ve  depressed.  This  is  not  only  true 
of  tvpes  and  shadows  but  of  size  also. 
Come  Billy  Jones  just  scratch  your  head, 

And  to  the  world  explain, 
H  w  that  so  many  breeds  of  fowl 

Have  come  here  to  remain. 
Ah  give  the  blue  grass  man  a  nod, 

The  pumpkin  man  his  flail. 
For  its  true  Jack  lost  his  supper 

Or  ne'er  he'd  lost  his  tail. 
They'll  tell  you  how  a  top-knot 

First  introduced  a  quail, 
But  thev  can't  explain  the  Bob  cat 
Which  first  broke  loose  from  jail. 
We  will  not  own  to  any  of  this, 
We  know,  but  will  not  spell, 
But,  as  for  all  the  rumpless  fowl, 
They  have  no  tale  to  tell. 


1888. 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


9 


The  Indianapolis  Show. 

Nearly  1500  birds  were  exhibited,  the  Buff 

•  Cochins  taking  the  lead,  with  135  to  their  credit, 
followed  l>y  the  Silver  Wyandottes,  which  num- 
bered only'  two  birds  less.  There  were  about 

125  Light  Brahmas,  and  over  100  Plymouth 
Kocks.  Ked  Caps,  Minorcas,  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  and  Golden  and  White  Wyandottes  were 
shown. 

X.  F.  McGrew,  Jr.,  of  Springfield, Ohio.showed 
68  entries,  winning  the  prize  on  breeding  pen, 
best  cock,  and  other  prizes,  on  Buff  Cochins. 
Among  the  other  exhibitors  of  Buffs  were  W. 
M.  Brown.  Mays,  Indiana,  E.  D.  Castleton, 
Washington  C.  H.,  Ohio,  J.  S.  Kreider,  Logans- 

Sort,  Indiana,  I.  N.  Barker,  Thorntown, Indiana, 
'.  E.  Scheel,  Belleville,  111.,  F.  B.  Smith, 
Danville,  Indiana,  and  F.  Bandel,  Crawfords- 
ville,  Indiana. 

The  veteran  old  Light  Brahma  breeder,  J.  B. 
Foot,  of  Norwood  Park,  111.,  came  down  with  a 
.Slot  of  good  ones,  and  brought  his  elegant  Part- 
ridge Cochins  also. 

F.  M.  Cory,  Shelby ville,  Indiana,  was  fresh 
from  the  Cleveland  show,  where  he  won  on  his 
breeding  pen  of  White    Wyandottes.  Cory 
thinks  "all  the  world'- of  White  Wyandottes, 
.  and  lias  a  strain  that  came  straight— no  cross- 
ing. He  also  breeds  Silver  Wyandottes,  Light 
Brahmas.  Pekin  Ducks,  and  Bronze  Turkeys. 
S.  M.  Williams,  Monroeville,  Indiana,  showed 
:Some  elegant  White  Plymouth  Kocks.  He  made 
a  large  display,  and  lias  "good'uns."  He  thinks 
the  White  Plymouth  Rocks  are  the  "coming 
bird." 

F.  A.  Mortimer  won  two  gold  cups,  winning 
prizes  not  only  on  his  Minorcas,  but  on  the 
Dorkings.  He  had  a  whole  line  of  coops,  and 
was  only  beaten  except  by  birds  hatched  from 

•  eggs  of  his  stock.  His  winnings  were  very  large, 
being  20  specials,  some  of  his  birds  scoring  over 
96  points. 

Woodward  &  Sewell,  Evanston,  111.,  showed 
:about  40  Langshans,  and  good  birds  they  were. 
T.  K.  Bobb,  Decatur,  111.,  made  the  "largest 

•  exhibit  of  Came  Bantams,  which  were  fine  birds. 

A.  M.  Hough,  Upper  Sandusky,  O.,  showed  fine 
Wyandottes  and  Plymouth  Kocks.  He  has  ex- 
hibited at  all  the  leading  shows,  and  goes  there 
to  win. 

W.  R.  Lykens,  the  expert  Game  breeder,  who 
"runs  the'  operations"  of  Bell  &  Gill,  Franklin, 
Fa.,  came  on  to  take  a  look,  and  was  put  on  the 
•'Committee  on  (lame"  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  to 
help  out  on  the  Standard.  Lykens  thinks  the 
Game  is  the  only  fowl  worth  keeping,  and  he 
runs  over  to  England  to  see  what  he  can  find 
occasionally. 

Major  Griffin,  of  Mauzy,  Indiana,  showed 
Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahmas,  and  don't  mind 
■showing  them  every  day  in  the  week. 

Robert  Merrifield,  Connersville,  Indiana,  had 
some  grand  Bronze  Turkeys,  a  young  eight 
months'  old  gobbler  weighing  thirty  pounds. 

Ed.  Barron,  Donnellsonville,  111.,  exhibited 
.-some  beautiful  Golden  Sebright  bantams. 

L.  Perry,  Taylorsville,  ItTd.,  exhibited  fine 
.Hamburgs' and  Polish. 

Newton  Adams.  Utica,  New  York,  made  a  fine 
. display  of  Dark  Brahmas,  and  Geo.  Perdue.  E. 
Orange.  N.  J.,  exhibited  unite  a  fine  lot  of  Light 
Brahmas.  Scudder  &  Townsend.  Glen  Head, 
N.  Y.,  made  a  large  exhibit  of  Plymouth  Rocks. 

The  incubators  were  the  Hill,  the  Axford,  the 
Buckeye,  and  the  Prairie  State.  The  premium 
ifor  best  incubator  was  given  the  Hill. 

The  best  brooder  was  the  one  that  captured 

•  the  prize  at  New  York,  and  it  easily  won  here, 
i known  as  the  Pineland  Yard  Brooder,  and  made 

by  M.  Davenport.  Eliglishtown,  New  Jersey.  It 
.is  one  of  the  best  out-door  brooders  we  "have 
■  seen,  combining  both  a  brooder  and  a  yard.  It 
has  to]>  heat,  and  is  run  at  a  small  cost.  It  is 
also  an  excellent  indoor  brooder. 
H.  P.  Clarke,  Irvineton,  Indiana,  showed 
.  Japanese  Cames.and  breeds  all  kinds  of  Games. 
He  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and 
.everybody  was  pleased  with  his  courteous  and 
••gentlemanly  manner. 

R.  T wells',  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  is  also 
:Sl  prominent  Game  breeder,  and  made  hosts  of 
friends  by  his  kind  attention  to  exhibitors. 

Knapp  Bros.,  Fabius.  N.Y.,  came  all  the  way 
here  with  their  Leghorns,  and  won,  as  the 
Knapps  always  do.  They  go  to  win — every  time. 
They  had  a  Strong  rival  in  Wm.Tobin,  of  Indian- 
apolis, who  showed  some  grand  birds. 

Will  V.  LewelliHg,  New  castle,  Indiana,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Blue  River  Valley  Association,  who 
ma'kes  a  specialty  of  Brahmas  and  Cochins, 
made  a  careful  count  of  the  show  for  the  Poul- 
try Keeper. 

'  Wesley  Lanius.  Greensburg.  Indiana,  showed 
:  some  of  'his  famous  Gam°s.  Jones  &  Olleman. 
Mooresville.  Indiana,  showed  White  Wyan- 
dottes. and  good  on°s. 

W.  F.  Law,  of  Shelbyville.  Indiana,  who  breeds 
Plymouth  Rocks,  was  present,  but  Shelbyvil  e 
seemed  to  have  "kept  off"  from  this  show. 
"There's  something  wrong  somewhere."  Over 
5000  birds  can  be  brought  together  in  Shelby 
county  alone. 

There  was  a  large  display  of  dogs  at  the  show. 
They  were  judged  by  P.  H.  Jacobs.  J.  K.  Isgrigg 
and  A.  E.  Feleh.  Tsgrigg  judged  pointers  and 
■sorters,  Feleh  the  collies,  and  Jacobs  the  mas- 

•  tiffs,  St.  Bernards,  terriers,  etc. 

The  touLTBY  Keeper  aud  Fancier's  Qazette 


had  a  stand  together,  and  gave  away  thousands 
of  copies,  the  two  papers  being  subscribed  for  as 
one. 

We  have  not  as  yet  received  the  premium  list, 
and  the  above  is  only  a  partial  report,  It  was  a 
large  show,  and  successful,  but  visitors  had  ex- 
pected to  see  Shelby  county  turn  out  in  force. 
The  absence  of  many  breeders  from  that  section 
was  particularly  noticed. 

The  Jacksonville  Show. 

The  Second  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Poultry  Association  was  held  at  Jackson- 
ville, January  :id  to  7th,  with  I.  K.  Feleh,  judge, 
and  considering  the  extremely  bad  weather 
throughout  the  week,  the  show  was  a  grand  suc- 
cess. There  were  over  700  entries  of  land  and 
water  fowls,  besides  a  grand  exhibit  of  over  80 
different  varieties  of  pigeons.  The  Plymouth 
Rock  class  led  all  others  with  125  entries  At 
the  regular  Annual  Meeting  it  was  voted  to  hold 
the  next  exhibition  at  Jacksonville,  January 
14th  to  18th.  1889.  L.  H.  Hatfield  was  chosen 
President:  N.N.  Broad  well,  Financial  Secretary 
and  Treasurer;  D.  T.  Heimlich,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

The  winners  on  Light  Brahmas  were  C.  H. 
Cockill.  Perry.  111.,  H.  W.  Bartholomew.  Decatur, 
III.,  and  P.  A.  Bartlett,  Jacksonville,  Partridge 
Cochins— C.  H.  Cockill,  Perry,  P.  A,  Bartlett, 
Jacksonville,  and  George  B.  Hall,  Barry.  Buff 
Cochins— John  Hughes,  Table  Grove;  M.  Lewis, 
Jacksonville,  and  Miss  M.  J.  Barton,  Jackson- 
ville. Plymouth  Rocks.— W.  W.  Schermerhorn, 
Jacksonville;  F.  M.  Hairgrove,  Jacksonville; 
M.  Dorwart,  Jacksonville;  D.  T.  Heimlich, 
Jackson vi  le.  and  E.  D.  Bartholomew,  Decatur. 
Wyandottes.— John  Hughes;  George  Clough. 
Carrolton;  Broadwell  Bros.,  Jacksonville,  and 
Bert  Merriweather.  Hamburgs.— George  Clough 
and  C.  Hopper.  Langshans. — Broadwell  Bros. ; 
F.  M.  Hairgrove;  W.  E.  Bryant,  Petersburg,  and 
E.  O.  Cully.  Jacksonville.  Black  Leghorns.— S. 
O.  Barr,  Jacksonville.  Sebright  Bantams.— D. 
T.  Heimlich,  White  Leghorns. — vvm.  Deane, 
Quincy,  and  F.  M  Hairgrove.  Brown  Leghorns. 
—Jesse  McHenrv.  Hillsboro.  Black  Cochins.— 
P.  A.  Bartlett.  Games.— G.  M.  Reid,  Jackson- 
ville. Dark  Brahmas. — G.  A.  Vickery.  The 
prizes  on  geese,  ducks,  pigeons,  etc.,  went  to  P. 
A.  Bartlett. 


The  Wheeling-  Show. 

The  show  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  was  fullv  up  to 
expectations.  Ohio,  W.  Va.,  and  Pennsylvania 
competing,  with  breeders  also  from  New  York 
and  other  States. 

The  prizes  for  Brahmas  went  to  J.  J.  Sears, 
Piedmont,  O.,  H.  E.  Wells,  Bridgeport.  O..  E.  J. 
Welzer,  Bellaire.  O..  and  Chas.  H.  Ackerley, 
Tonawanda.  N.  Y.  Edward  O'Neal,  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  and  James  Duncan,  of  Bridgeport,  O., 
won  the  Cochin  prizes.  Langshan  awards  went 
to  E.  B.  Jones,  Mt.  Pleasant.  O..  G  E.  Scott,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  O.,  J.  C.  Hoge,  Mt.  I'leasant,  O.,  and 
Jas.  L.  White.  Wheeling.  W.  Va. 

The  old  "war  horse."  Joe  Farmer, of  Flushing, 
O.,  showed  some  grand  Plymouth  Rocks,  his 
scores  going  from  92%  to  9fi"%.  Perley  Pickett, 
Barnesville,  O..  and  S.  Price,  Conndier.  O.,  also 
showed  some  high  scoring  birds.  The  three  won 
all  the  prizes. 

Ro.  Hailes.  E.  Liverpool.  O..  W.  S.  Orr.  Glencoe, 
O.  W.  B.  Gibson,  W.  Alexander,  Pa...  H.  T. 
Beatty.  Massillon,  O.,  and  Mary  E.  Whitham, 
W.  Alexander,  Pa.,  '■  cleaned  the  decks"  on 
Wyandottes. 

Of  the  ivhite  breeds  J.  R  McNary.  Burgetts- 
town.  Pa.,  won  on  Javas,  J  C.  Hoge.  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, O.,  on  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  J.  C.  Hoge  and 
Baron  &  Farmer.  Mingo  Junction,  O.,  on  Wyan- 
dottes. Baron  &  Farmer  also  won  on  White 
Leghorns,  scoring  over  96  points. 

Minorcas  of  both  colors,  the  prizes  going  to  J. 
C.  Braddock.  Wheeling,  G.  O.  Smith,  Wheeling. 
Chriswell  Bros..  Wheeling,  A.  A.  Adams.  Can- 
onsburg,  Pa.,  and  Garvin  Bros.,  Wheeling,  on 
Blicks.  and  to  A.  A.  Adams,  Chriswell  Bros., 
and  Garvin  Bros.,  for  Whites.  The  Dominique 
prizes  went  to  A.  E.  Clark.  Lagonda,  Pa. 

On  Brown  Leghorns  J.  C.  Hoge,  Mt.  Pleasant, 
O.,  H.  E.  Wells.  Bridgeport,  O.,  "  .  B.  Gibson, 
W.  Alexander.  Pi..  Mary  E.  Giffen,  Stewarts- 
ville,  O..  and  R.  P.  McCiillough.  wheeling  won, 
some  of  the  scores  being  over  96  points.  Rose- 
comb  prizes  went  to  Conlev  Orr.  Valley  Grove, 
w.  Va..  J.  C.  Hoge,  Mt.  Pleasant,  0.,D  H.  Pow- 
ell. Roney's  Point.  W.  Va.,  and  G.  E.  Sisson, 
Roney's  Point,  w  .  Va. 

S.  S.  Hamburg  prizes  were  won  by  Chriswell 
Bros.,  Wheeling,  Harris  &  Neff,  Businessburg, 
Ohio.  Garvin  Bros..  Wheeling,  and  John  A. 
Berry.  Hoii>t  mville,  P".  Marv  E. Whitham. West 
Alexander,  Pa. .and  John  A  Berry. Houstonville, 
Pa.,  won  on  Houdans.  The  prizes  on  Games 
went  to  J.  R.  Wright.  Washington,  Pa.,  and  W. 
A.  &  J.  L.  Bonar,  Coon  Island.  Pa.  Bantam 
prizes  were  won  by  J.  J.  Sears.  Piedmont.  O..  S. 
Price,  Compiler.  O.,  and  w.  s.  Smith,  wheeling, 
w .  Va. 

Nearly  all  varieties  of  Polish  were  shown,  the 
prizes  going  to  John  A.  Berry,  Houstonville, 
Pa.,  H.  B.  Woodcock,  Bridgeport.  O.,  J.  J.Sears. 
Piedmont.  O..  and  w.  A.  &  J.  L.  Bonar,  Coon 
Island,  Pa.  The  Frizzle  prizes  went  to  Harris 
&  Neff,  Businessburg,  O. 


Harris  &  Neff,  Businessburg,  O.,  won  all  the 
prizes  on  Pekin,  Rouen  and  Muscovy  ducks. 
Also  on  White  Holland  Turkeys,  Bronze  turkey 
prizes  went  to  Harris  &  Neff,  D.  H.  Powell,  and 
G.  E.  Sisson.  Honors  on  Toulouse  geese  were 
won  by  Harris  &  Neff  and  S.  Price. 

There  was  also  a  good  display  of  dogs,  and  the 
show  was  fully  equal  to  those  of  former  years 


The  Frederick  Show. 

Frederick,  Maryland,  held  her  first  show  in 
January,  and  some  of  the  birds  scored  higher 
than  the  winners  at  Baltimore.  Not  a  case  of 
sickness  occurred  among  the  birds,  and  next 
year  the  members  think  they  can  make  the 
Frederick  Show  the  leading  show  of  the  State. 
To  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  all  the  winners 
would  require  a  large  space.  Mr.  W.  H.  Plum- 
mer  had  the  highest  scoring  Wyandotte  but  was 
closely  followed  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Boileau.  Mr.  J.M. 
Bowman,  Nokesville,  Va.,  won  the  special  Ply- 
mouth Rock  prize.  Mr.  Jesse  Reifsniders's 
Sumatra  cock  scored  95%.  Mr.  I.  W.  Dorsey, 
New  Market,  Va.,  was  also  a  prominent  winner. 
The  following  gentlemen  won  special  prizes  in 
the  different  classes:  J.  M.  Bowman, Nokesville, 
Va.;  Jesse  Reifsnider,  Frederick;  J.  L.  Cost, 
Hagerstown,  C.  E.  Boileau.  Middletown;  C. 
Feldman,  Hagerstown;  George  B.  Steidman, 
Baltimore;  Harry  W.Doll,  Frederick;  B.  A. Car- 
linger.  Hagerstown  ;  Steiger  Bros.,  Laurel  Md.; 
Lukens  Wood,  Baltimore;  Grayson  E.  Bowers, 
Frederick :  Capt.  Walter  Saunders,  Frederick  ; 
Thos.  L.  Miller, near  Frederick  ;  Arthur  Wilcox, 
near  Frederick ;  I.  W.  Dorsey,  New  Market; 
Leslie  Cramer,  Frederick  ;  C.  H.  Fry,  York, Pa. ; 
Dr.  Wm.  C.  Johnson,  Frederick ;  Major  E.  Y. 
Goldsborough,  Frederick;  Richard  Cramer, 
Frederick  ;  Roger  A.'  Doll,  Frederick ;  George 
Best,  Frederick. 


Those  Press  Despatches. 

As  the  Associated  Press  did  not  give  facts  in 
its  report  of  the  A.  P.  A.  meeting,  we  have  re- 
ceived several  letters,  of  which  the  following  is 
one: 

"I  notice  by  to-day's  Philadelphia  Press  that 
you  were  on  hand  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and 
stirred  the  fossilized  A.  P.  A.  up.  Why  didn't 
you  stay,  and  tight  it  out?  Stick  to  them,  and 
you  will  soon  bring  them  down.  Warm  them  up 
in  the  next  Poultry  Keeper,  and  tell  us  all 
about  it.  Long  live  'Jacobs'  and  the  Poultry 
Keepek." 

We  did  "stick,"  and  remained  till  the  last 
hour.  The  Press  report  was  "made  up,"  and 
was  untrue.  A  full  and  true  report  of  the  meet- 
ing will  be  found  in  this  issue. 


He  Deserves  a  Medal. 

ELMER  PUTNAM,  SHELDON,  MO. 

My  case  is  a  very  peculiar  one.  You  will 
hardly  find  another  one  like  it  in  all  your  read, 
ers.  I  find  but  very  few  men  who  keep  poultry 
that  ever  liare  any  Itce  about  their  hens  or 
houses.  [Correct.— Ed  ]  I  have  lice  and  bed- 
bugs both.  The  bugs  can  be  killed  by  using  hot 
water,  but  for  the  former,  it  takes  lots  of  hot 
water  to  soak  their  shell.  The  most  certain 
death  is  coal  oil.  Pour  it  on  them.  I  saw  a  let- 
ter from  a  poultryman  that  advised  strong  brine, 
one  application  sufficient,  but  I  find  brine  some- 
what thin  when  taken  alone.  I  don't  believe  that 
any  one  can  keep  from  300  to  700  head  of  chick- 
ens, as  I  have  been  doing,  and  keep  entirely 
clear  of  vermin.  I  believe  it  next  to  an  impos- 
sibility. If  any  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  read- 
ers build  a  poultry  house  have  just  as  few  extra 
traps  inside  as  possible-everything  portable-for 
wherever  two  pieces  cross  there  you  have  a  nest 
for  lice  The  idea  that  tarred  paper  will  keep 
them  away  is  all  bosh  with  me.  Nothing  v\  ill  keep 
them  away  unless  it  be  constant  cleaning  and 
the  putting  on  of  something  in  which  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  live  in.  1  don't  care  what 
others  may  preach,  coaloilon  the  roosts  is  good, 
so  is  homemade  soap  rubbed  in  the  cracks,  and 
over  joints  generally.  But  first  of  all  clean  nr>. 
Then  when  you  have  a  good  start  made,  clean 
the  hens.  Next  spring  plant  sage,  tansy,  and 
horse-radish  in  the  odd  corners  of  the  yards. 
Hens  will  eat  the  radish  and  like  to  wallow 
around  the  other  two.  Grapes,  gooseberry  and 
some  varieties  of  flowering  shurbs  make  good 
places  for  them  to  shade  in.  In  order  to  have 
any  grapes  put  thin  muslin  bags  over  the 
bunches,  early.  Rose  bushes  make  good  shade. 
Keep  bone  and  shell  in  small  boxes  where  the 
hens  can  get  it  all  the  time.  Feed  regular,  keep 
clean  and  you  are  right,  i)  you  donH  forget  to 
keep  clean. 

[Mr.  P.  deserves  a  medal,  because  he  is  will- 
ing to  acknowledge  his  houses  contain  liccThat 
is  a  point  we  have  to  literally  beat  into  some. 
No  one  seems  disposed  to  admit  lice  are  present, 
yet  they  ivill  be  there.  The  letter  above  is  an 
excellent  one.— Ed.] 
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Frost  on  the  Walls — Yentilation. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  received  sev- 
eral letters,  which  require  an  article  on  the 
subject  of  dampness,  tilatkm,  and  frost.  One 
subscriber  writes: 

"I  built  a  new  poultry  house,  lined  it  with 
tarred  felt,  and  yet  the  frost  appears  on  the 
walls  in  the  morning.  It  is  apparently  damp. 
Now,  what  puzzles  me  is  that  my  old  poultry 
house  seldom  showed  frost  on  the  walls.  Now, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  you  are  the  man  to  explain,  so  give 
us  an  article  on  the  subject." 

Of  course  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  see 
the  poultry  house, and  inspect  the  surroundings, 
but  we  will  give  the  following  hints,  which  may 
serve  as  a  partial  solution  of  the  difficulty.  We 
"don't  know  it  all,"  so  our  readers  must  also  use 
their  judgments  to  a  certain  extent.  Much  de- 
pends on  the  amount  of  sunlight,  exposure  of 
the  house,  mode  of  ventilation,  number  of  fowls 
kept  per  square  foot,  kind  of  wood  used  in  build- 
ing, kind  of  floor,  humidity  of  the  atmosphere, 
■and  degree  of  cold  as  well  as  direction  of  the 
wind.  All  these  matters  must  be  considered, 
but  we  will  state  that:— 

1.  A  house  built  of  new  lumber  will  gradually 
season,  hence  it  gives  off  a  certain  amount  of 
moisture,  and  is  therefore  more  liable  to  show 
frost  than  an  old  house.  The  shingles,  if  new, 
must  also  give  off  a  proportion  of  moisture. 

2.  The  breatli  of  the  fowls  contains  moisture, 
and  a  large  quantity  is  exhaled  during  the  night. 
All  moisture  above  that  required  to  saturate  the 
atmosphere  will  be  absorbed  or  deposited  on  the 
walls.  If  the  air  is  warm  it  takes  up  more  wa- 
tery vapor  than  when  cold,  hence  any  change  of 
temperature  to  more  cold  causes  this  watery 
vapor  to  condense,  when  it  at  once  shows  as 
frost. 

3.  An  earth  floor  may  contain  moisture,  and 
Warmth  from  the  bodies  of  the  fowls  may  cause 
an  imperceptible  evaporation,  the  moisture  ris- 
ing, where  it  meets  a  colder  atmosphere  and 
condenses. 

Well,  "what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it"  now 
that  you  have  perhaps  explained  the^cause,  some 
reader  may  remark.  In  that  case  we  would  sug- 
gest that  during  the  day  only,  (provided  the  di- 
rection of  the  wind  is  not  objectionable)  ventil- 
ate the  house  freely  at  the  top.  Leave  the  door 
and  windows  open,  and  allow  plenty  of  air  to 
circulate,  but  avoid  draughts  of  air  on  the 
fowls.  Never  attempt  to  ventilate  at  night,  for 
fear  of  draughts  of  air  on  the  birds.  Do  not  at. 
tempt  to  ventilate  on  damp  days.  A  clear,  dry 
day,  but  little  wind  stirring,  and  plenty  of  sun. 
shine  is  the  time  to  do  it.«  But.  above  all  things, 
keep  your  birds  snug  and  warm  at  night,  and  do 
not  attempt  to  give  them  fresh  air,  as  they  will 
get  more  than  they  desire  on  a  cold  freezing 
night.  » 

Now  we  will  give  you  a  cheap  and  easy  mode 
of  heating,  (or  rather  drying)  a  poultry  house. 
You  can  arrange  the  following  contrivance  for  a 
very  small  sum.  Even  a  soap  box  can  be  made 
into  a  heater.  With  it  you  can  warm  a  house 
10x10  feet,  and  have  constant  ventilation .  If  no 
heat  at  all  is  given  the  ventilation  will  be  per- 
fect, as  pure  air,  warmed,  is  kept  pouring  in. 

A  little  $1.00  Summer  Queen  kerosene  stove, 
or  an  ordinary  lamp,  can  be  made  to  warm  a 
fowl  house,  as  it  is  only  necessary  to  keep  the 
temperature  above  40  degrees.  And  it  is  the 
best  and  cheapest  system  of  ventilation,  as  the 
heat  is  pure,  warm  air.  An  arrangement  can  be 
made  under  the  floor,  (or  outside,  at  one  end,  if 
preferred,)  by  making  a  box  one  yard  square 
and  one  foot  deep.  The  top  of  the  box  is  wood, 
but  one  inch  below  the  wood  is  a  square  piece  of 
sheet  iron  (also  one  yard  each  way),  which  is 
heated  by  the  stove  under  it.  The  stove  heats 
the  iron.  The  cold  air  comes  in  at  AA,  becomes 
heated,  and  passes  up  into  the  poultry  house 
through  a  tin  tube,  C,  one  inch  in  diameter 
Now,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  pure  air  passes  over 
the  sheet  iron  (which  is  heated  by  the  stove) 
while  the  gases  from  the  stove  pass  under  the 
iron,  and  out  of  the  pipe  D.  The  pure  air  comes 
In  at  A,  and  passes  right  across  the  sheet  iron, 


between  the  iron  and  the  top  of  the  box,  (which 
is  on  the  level  of  the  ground)  and  into  the  house 
through  the  tube  C,  while  the  tube  .Elcts  in  air 
to  the  lamp.  Thus,  ventilation,  pure  air,  and 
warmth,  can  be  had  by  the  same  contrivance. 


The  fumes  and  odor  of  the  stove  (which  ls&eiow 
|  the  iron)  passes  outside  through  the  tube  D. 
\  Thus  the  air  is  always  pure,  as  it  comes  from 

the  outside.  The  arrangement  not  only  loarms 
!  the  house  but  keeps  up  a  constant  ventilation. 

This  arrangement  is  sunk  in  the  ground,  leav- 
j  ing  holes  with  a  tube  (A)  to  the  outside  of  the 
:  poultry  house,  and  may  be  either  in  the  centre 
]  of  the  house  or  at  one  corner,  as  the  tubes  may 

be  bent,  with  elbows,  in  any  direction.  This 
j  plan  solves  the  problem  of  both  heat  and  venti- 
;  lation .  A  trap  door  will  be  necessary  in  order 
I  to  get  at  the  stove,  air  being  conveyed  to  it  by 

the  tube  E,  which  should  be  two  inches  in 
i  diameter. 


Mr.  Truitt's  Light  Brahmas. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a  cut  of  a  pair  of 
Light  Brahmas  by  Mr  E.  E.  Truitt,  New  Beth- 
lehem, Pa.,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  breed- 


eggs.  Those  that  failed  to  hatch  at  last  had 
mostly  black  spots  on  one.  side,  and  egg  rotten,, 
very  lew  with  chicks  in.  I  heated  my  water  on- 
a  "Summer  Queen"  oil  stove,  two  4-inch  burners 
placed  on  top  of  the  incubator,  and  it  took  five 
gallons  of  oil  to  complete  the  hatch.  Weather- 
being  from  00°  down  to  20°  outside,  and  inside 
my  house  mostly  40°,  sometimes  90°  (being  di- 
rectly under  the  skylight),  and  once  down  to  32°.. 
I  kept  strips  under  egg  trays  first  two  weeks. 
Willi  a  piece  of  tar  paper,  and  darning  needle 
and  twine,  I  made  an  egg  tester,  which  answers 
every  purpose.  I  find  it  beneficial  to  take  the 
temperature  of  water  as  it  is  drawn  from  the 
tank,  also  of  air  outside  (before  lire  is  lit),  and 
govern  the  amount  of  water  accordingly.  It 
loses  about  one  degree  per  hour  in  thetank, 
which  should  stand  128  to  145  degrees,  according 
to  circumstances. 

My  incubator  cost  about  $7.00,  hiring  work 
done,  and  I  built  a  house  7x10  feet,  3  feet  one 
side,  and  6% on  other,  lined  with  tar  paper,  and 
16  feet  of  glass  on  low  side  of  roof,  large  enough 
lor  two  brood  pens,  but  hatcher  takes  half  the 
room,  the  material  costing  $0.00.  Now.  I  want- 
to  know  what  you  think  of  making  the  house  as 
large  again,  and  a  three  feet  alley  on  the  north, 
and  try  to  run  with  kerosene  all  winter?  [You: 
|  certainly  want  more  room,  and  if  properly  man- 
aged, kerosene  will  work  well. — Ed.]  The  cir- 
cumstances are  as  follows:  Weather  here  stays 
rather  mild  till  middle  of  December,  when  it 
freezes  to  stay,  getting  to  20°  or  30°  below  zero 
by  Christmas,  and  keeps  well  below  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  it  then  thaws  more  or  less  in  January., 
with  an  occasional  cold  snap  below  zero,  but  not 
to  stay  long,  being  mostly  damp  w  ather  and 
windy,  and  sometimes  sunny  all  March.  It 
sometimes  freezes  in  April.  '  Kerosene  would 
cost  about  12  cents  per  gallon  by  the  barrel- 
Ready  oil  stoves,  single  4-inch  burner,  about  70' 
cents  each,  eggs  20  "cents.  (Think  I  could  get. 
little  better  ones.)  Screenings  90  cents  per  100, 
corn  and  oatmeal  80  cents,  bran  90,  shorts  95, 
corn  *0  cents  per  bushel,  meat  scraps  free- 
Broilers  bring  $4.50  per  dozen  in  February,  to 
$6.00  per  dozen  in  March,  and  probably  a  little 
more  in  April,  in  Chicago.  I  don't  know  if  my 
_  chicks  would  sell  in  May,  as  quotations  are  only 
|  for  "Philadelphia  Broilres,  select."  If  they  did! 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS.— Owned  by  E.  E.  Truitt,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


ers  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  Secre- 
tary of  the  New  Bethlehem  Poultry  Association, 
and  is  well  known  to  nearly  all  poultrymen  in 
that  section.  Takes  great"  interest  in" poultry, 
and  aims  to  have  his  stock  fully  up  to  all  the  re- 
quirements of  first  class  birds.  At  the  recent 
show  in  New  Bethlehem,  Mr.  Truitt  secured 
many  of  the  first  prizes,  some  of  his  birds  scor- 
ing away  up  in  the  nineties.  He  also  breeds 
some  of  the  best  strains  of  White  Plymouth 
Kocks  and  Pekin  Ducks,  but  makes  a  specialty 
of  Light  Brahmas. 

Ma;!  -  His  Own  Incubator. 

D.  T.  Mi"  •  'lfax,  111.,  writes  as  follows: 

Mr.Jac  •  ■  1  have  built  a  Poultry  Keeper 
incubatoi.  size  (drawer  18x30),  which  held 
just  112  e :  kept  the  heat  mostly  at  102°.  but 
sometimes lowas98°.and  once  95°, mostly  down 
to  70°  at  turning:  hatched  40  chicks,  and  at  two 
weeks  old  36  are  alive  and  doing  well.  The  eggs 
were  four  different  lots,  and  I  marked  each  lot, 
and  out  of  one  lot  of  32,  only  five  failed  to  hatch. 
On  the  seventh  day  I  tested  out  15,  all  clear 
eggs.  I  broke  some  which  looked  dark,  but  not 
like  a  chick,  and  lost  three  chicks  by  it.  so  I  was 
afraid  to  reject  any  more  but  perfectly  clear 


could  get  at  least  $I.00more  on  the  dozen .  I  would 
calculate  to  board  each  pen  tight  separately 
(5x7),  so  as  to  keep  young  broods  warmer,  also- 
tight  next  the  alley,  lined  with  tar  paper,  and 
run  a  box  through  the  building,  same  as  for  hot 
water  pipes,  (so  I  could  put  in  a  circulating  stove 
next  year,  which  I  am  not  able  to  do  now,  as  I 
would  want  to  have  eight  pens  and  supply  house.) 
I  would  box  off  three  feet  under  each  pen,  make 
a  door  into  the  alley,  and  fill  up  inside  of  pen 
with  cinders,  bricks,  and  cement,  and  have  tin 
over  lamps,  and  board  floor  over  that,  with  ven- 
tilated hot  air  space  between. 

Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  they  run  all 
winter  with  lamps  or  oil  stoves  only,  and  do  you 
think  I  could  do  so  profitably  in  this  climate?' 
[Yes.  we  use  both  hot  water  pipes  and  lamps. — 
En.] 

How  hot  must  the  room  be  for  chicks  to  live? 
Mine  are  doing  well,  and  it  is  sometimes  below 
50°,  and  chicks  under  hens  do  well  in  April  when 
it  is  sometimes  down  to  32°.  [If  brooders  are 
kept  mp  to  00  degrees  it  makes  but  little  differ- 
ence what  the  temperature  of  the  house  is.— Ed.  J 

As  the  weather  becomes  warm  lice  in  the  hen- 
houses will  find  a  starting  point  from  the  nests 
containing  the  sitting  hens. 
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Shows  to  Occur. 

Miami  "Valley  Poultry  Association,  Dayton, 
■•  Ohio,  Dec.  24-28, 1888.,  E.  W.  Parker,  Secretary. 

Atlanta  and  Macon. 

There  were  large  displays  of  poultry  and  dogs 
at  both  Atlanta  and  Macon,  and  exhibitors  came 
from  New  York  to  Texas.  Augusta  also  fell  into 
line  with  a  show.  Atlanta  is  the  principal 
Southern  city  for  poultry  shows,  and  every  year 
the  displays  are  larger  and  larger.  One  feature 
of  the  Atlanta  show  is,  that  it  is  usually  well 
attended.  The  people  turn  out  to  see  the  sights, 
and  many  sales  of  birds  at  high  ju  ices  result 
therefrom.  We  venture  to  say  that  even  New 
York,  Boston,  and  Chicago  will  not  outrank  At- 
lanta another  year.  The  '-Yanks"  will  have  a 
hard  job  to  excel  her,  and  the  Southern  breed- 
ers capture  more  than  their  share  of  prizes,  as 
they  have  spared  no  cost  to  sceure  the  best  stock 
to  be  had. 

 »  

The  Thermostatic  Bar  to  Regulators. 

We  have  a  great  many  inquiries  for  thermosta 
ctio  bars,  of  which  the  followiug  letter  is  a  sample. 
It  is  from  a  Chicago  subscriber,  who  says: 

Please  give  a  description  of  a  thermostat  bar 
■or  regulator.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  many  readers  In  the  December  number 
:  of  1887,  on  page  322,  we  nave  a  description  of  a 
regulator  but  this  has  a  battery  m  connection. 
Several  Incubator  manufactures  state  that  their 
incubators  regulate  the  heat  at  from  one  to  two 
degrees.  I  have  called  at  several  rubber  stores 
.  and  several  dealers  in  electrical  apparatus,  but 
they  are  not  aware  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
thermostat  bar. 

The  thermostatic  bar  is  only  a  piece  of  hard 
rubber,  about- two  feet  long  (but  more  or  less 
.  according  to  size  of  incubator)  and  is  usually  a 
..half  inch  thick  and  three-quarter  inches  wide, 
>but  some  use  it  wider  or  narrower  as  preferred. 
Tt  can  be  had  at  any  rubber  store,  but  the  rub- 
ber dealers  do  not  know  it  by  the  name  of 
"thermostatic  bar"  as  that  name  is  only  applied 
by  the  incubator  manufacturers.    It  should  be 
•  described  to  them.   We  believe  Messrs.  L.  N. 
Clark  &  Son,  38  Dey  street,  New  York  City,  pro- 
vide them.  They  understand  what  is  meant  by 
"thermostatic  bar."  Always  give  measurements 
when  ordering.    We  are  having  more  designs  of 
regulators  drawn,  which  we  will  give  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done    In  the  meantime  we  will  be 

£ leased  to  have  any  design  from  our  readers. 
io  not  send  us  anything  and  then  say  it  is  "pat- 
ented." We  understand  that  kind  of  free  ad- 
vertising. We  want  nothing  but  that  whic"  is 
free  to  our  readers 


hens  in  isolated  colonies.  All  unhealthy  stock  is 
killed,  and  all  birds  not  up  to  the  standard  go  to 
market.  Though  breeding  strictly  standard 
birds,  sueh  as  Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Kocks, 
iA yaivdottes,  Houdans  and  Brown  Leghorns; 
Pekin  and  Aylesbury  Ducks;  Toulouse  and 
Embden  Geese  and  Bronze  Turkeys,  the  Dr. 
also  breeds  for  meat  and  eggs,  but  breeding  by 
the  thousands,  he  has  a  larger  number  of  choice 
birds  to  select  from.  He  establishes  colonies 
near  his  place  in  order  to  test  his  "new  blood" 
before  introducing  it  He  also  makes  a  specialty 
of  providing  eggs  for  incubator  use,  and  to  make 
the  matter  plain,  we  give  the  Dr.'s  words— "We 
sell  eggs,  for  incubator  use.  from  two-year-old 
hens  with  cockerels,  about  80  per  cent,  fertile, 
carefully  packed,  for  $0  per  100,  but  of  course  do 
not  guarantee  fertility  or  hatch.  They  are  the 
same  eggs  we  are  using  in  our  own  incubators 
for  broilers,  and  we  get  a  large  percentage  of 
strong,  healthy  chicks.  These  eggs  are  from 
Brahmas  and  Plymouth  Kocks,  either  pure  or 
crossed  by  Houdan  or  Brown  Leghorn  cockerels, 
and  make  the  best  of  broilers  The  other  breeds 
are  fancies  of  short  duration,  and  as  we  have 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  there  is  money  in 
poultry,  if  properly  managed,  we  are  going  to 
stick  to  what  we  have  got." 

we  expect  tft  visit  his  yards  at  some  time,  but 
in  the  meantime  here  is  the  Dr.'s  creed: — "We 
believe  in  the  Hill  and  RenwiCk  Incubators  :  in 
the  Hill  and  our  own  brooders;  in  not  crowding; 
not  breeding  in  close;  changing  diet;  feeding 
much  meat  and  bone  and  green  food  ;  in  disin- 
fection ;  whitewash  and  cleanliness  (with  a  big 
C);  in  fresh  air  and  sunlight  ;  in  not  breeding 
from  any  fowl  that  has  ever  been  sick.  We 
cure  roup  and  consumption  in  our  breeding  pens 
with  the  ax  and  spade  hence  it  is  vfcty  r  ut  in 
our  yards.  Free  range  and  full  diet  for  growing 
chicks,  and  foster  all  good  qualities  and  make 
feathers  a  second  consideration.  If  you  are  go- 
ing into^poultry^send  to  the  Poultuy  Keeper 
at  Parksburg,  Pa.,  for  a  sample  copy,  and  don't 
keep  too  many  until  you  know  somet  hing  about 
them  by  experience.  If  you  are  in  our  neigh- 
borhood come  and  see  us,  we  will  be  glad  to 
show  you  what  we  have." 


The  Show  at  Sit.  Gilead. 

The  first  annual  exhibition  of  the  Wabash 
Valley  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association,  held 
at  Mt.  Gilead,'  Ohio,  was  an  unqualified  success, 
not  only  in  attendance  of  visitors,  but  also  as  to 
■the  number  of  entries,  the  varieties  and  the 
quality  of  thestock. 

The,  prizes  won  were  as  follows  :  Liahi '■  Brah- 
mas, 3.  O.Wood,  Friendsville.lll.;  C.C.Harper, 
Mt.  Carmel,  111.;  R.  W.  Birkett,  Bone  Gap,  111.; 
W.H.Herweck.  Dark  Brahmas,  A.  Turner,  Mt. 
Carmel. 111. ;  Langshans.C.O.  Harper ;  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Smith,  Princeton.  Ind. ;  W.  F.  Chipnian.  Mt.  Car- 
mel, 111.  Partridge  Cochins,  John  Inglis.  White 
Cochins,  A.  L.  Smith  ;  J.  II.  Harper,  Mt.  Carmel, 
111.;  C.  C.  Harper;  F.  M.  Johnson.  Browns.  111. 
Plymouth  Hocks,  O.  H.  Wood,  Friendsville,  111.; 
•  John  C.  Crothers.  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  C.  C.  Harper : 

E.  W.  Birkett  ;  W.  S.Stewart,  Browns,  111. ;  Boss 
!  Shoaff,  Friendsville,  111.      Wyandott.es,  John 

Leek,  Allendale.  111.:  N.  G.  Cunningham,  Lan- 
caster; F.  M.  Johnson.    White  Wyandottes,  W. 

F.  Chipman.  Brown  Lealiorns,  F.  M.  Johnson. 
White  Leghorns,  F.  M.  Johnson.  S.  6'.  Ham- 
burgs,  N.  G.  Cunningham;  F.  M.  Johnson. 
Houdans  and  Bantams,  Norman  Bedell.  White 
Holland  Turkeus,U.  H.  Wood ;  J.  B.  Harper. 
Toulouse  Geese,  F.  M.  Johnson.  Brooders,  C. 
C.  Harper,  Mt.  Carmel,  111.,  manufacturer  of  the 

■  Oak  Dale  Brooder. 


The  Largest  Poultry  Farm  in  the 
World. 

Dr.  B.  Burr,  of  the  Wenaumet  Poultry  Yards, 
Pocasset,  Mass.,  contemplates  having  the  larg- 

j  est  poultry  faun  in  the  world  when  his  plans  are 
perfected.  He  then  expects  to  winter  20.000 
nens,  500  ducks,  500  turkeys  and  50  geese.  Situ- 

.  ated  on  Buzzard's  Bay,  the  climate  is  warm  and 
little  snow  lies.   Shell  fish  and  gravel  are  plenty  ; 

J  the  flocks  are  scattered  and  range  over  200  acres. 
The  plow  and  cultivator  are  kept  going  to  con- 
vert the  offensive  droppings  into  healthv,  gieen 

:  food  for  the  chickens.  A  brooding  house,  to 
hold  2,000  safely  is  used  in  the  spring  for  broil- 

■  ers,  and  at  the  same  time  the  breeding  stock  for 

r  the  coming  season  is  hatched  and  reared  by 


The  Iowa  State  Poultry  Show. 

Ths  seventh  annual  exhibition  of  the  Iowa 
State  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association  was 
held  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  December,  13-16. 
1887.  with  C.  J.  Ward,  of  Chicago,  Judge,  anil 
proved  to  be  aperfectsuccess  in  every  particular 
It  was  the  largest  exhibit  of  poultry  ever  shown 
in  Iowa— the  entries  of  Plymouth  Bocks  and 
Wyandottes  alone  being  over  260.  At  the  regular 
yearly  meeting  of  the  association,  it  was  decided 
to  incorporate,  and  articles  were  duly  executed 
for  that  purpose.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the  next 
exhibition  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  during  the 
second,  week  in  December,  1888.  A.  S.  Farrow, 
of  Boone,  Iowa, was  chosen  president  and  Volney 
Kent,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year.  Following  are 
the  premiums  awarded :  Light  Brahmas,  J.  D. 
Vail,  Marshalltown,  Iowa;  A.  S.  Farrow,  Boone, 
Iowa;  J.  H.  Boggs,  Boone,  Iowa;  American 
Fanciers'  Agency,  Van  Cleve,  Iowa.  Dark 
Bralimas,  Volney  Kent,  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
special  f-r  highest  scoring  breeding  pen  of  any 
breed  on  exhibition.  White  Cochins,  Am. •Fan- 
ciers' Agency.  Black  Cochins,  J.  M.  Gilchrist, 
Marshalltown,  Iowa;  O.  H.  Wallen,  Marshall- 
town, Iowa.  Buff  Coc/iins, Am.  Fanciers'  Agency. 
Partridge  Cochins,  E.  Lee,  Marshalltown, 
Iowaj  Edward  Harris,  Clarkson,  Iowa;  Am. 
Fanciers'  Agency.  Games,  John  Cliinn,  Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa;  A.  V.  Smith,  Marshalltown 
Iowa;  Am.  Fanciers' Agency.  Game  Bantams 
Volney  Kent,  Ma'rshalltown,  Iowa;  Am.  Fan-' 
ciers'  Agency.  Hamburgs,  Am.  Fanciers' 
Agency.  'White  Leghorns,  Ain.  Fanciers'  Agen- 
cy ;  A., I.  Mabie,  Montezuma,  Iowa;  Then.  S. 
Hurley,  Garwili,  Iowa.  Brown  Leghorns,  Geo. 
W.  Fairall,  Iowa  City,  Iowa;  Am.  Fanciers' 
Agency;  J.  L.  Todd,  Atlantic,  Iowa.  Black 
Leghorns,  Am.  Fanciers'  Agency,  iio.se  Comb 
White  Leghorns,  J.  M.  Gilchrist,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  J.  H.  Boggs,  Boone,  Iowa;  Am.  Fanciers' 
Agency.  Hose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  Am. 
Fanciers'  Agency,  Van  Cleve,  Iowa.  Dorkings, 
Am.  Fanciers'  Agency.  Plymouth  Rocks,  A.  A. 
Anderson,  Boone,  Iowa;  J.  H.  Boggs,  Boone, 
Iowa;  T.  J.  Kegley,  Ames,  Iowa;  James  Ban- 
croft, Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  E.  F.  Pierce.  Irwin, 
Iowa:  A.  S.  Farrow,  Boone, Iowa;  Miss  F.  T. 
Johnson,  Uellman,  Iowa.  White  Plymouth 
Hocks,  Am.  Fanciers' Agency  ;  J.  L.  Todd,  At- 
lantic, Iowa.  Wyandottes,  Francis  A.  Shepard, 
Iowa  City,  Iowa;  J.  M.  Gilchrist,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  Dr.  Norman  Mighell,  \\ bitten,  Iowa; 
Robert  W.  U  ales,  Iowa  City,  Iowa ;  O.jH.  Wal- 
len, Marshalltown,  Iowa:  0.  B.  Striker,  Boone, 
Iowa;  A.  S.  Farrow,  Boone, Iowa;  Am. Fanciers 
Agency.  Golden  Wyandottes,  K.  O.  Theiin,Vail, 
Iowa.  '  White  Wyandottes,  Am.  Fanciers' Agen- 
cy. Houdans,  J.  M.  Gilchrist,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa.  Polish,  Am.  Fanciers'  Agency;  J.  D. 
Hawkswortn,  Burlington,  Iowa;  Pekin  Ban- 
tams. J.  M.  Gilchrist,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 
White  Minorcas,  Am.  Fanciers'  Agency.  Bronze 
Turkeys,  M.  Stoakes,  Traer,  Iowa.  Ducks,  Am. 
Fanciers'  Agency  ;  Jacob  Allgier,  Marshalltown. 
Iowa.  Geese,  Ain.  Fanciers'  Agency.  The  Am. 
Fanciers'  Agency.  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  made  a 
large  exhibit,  and  took  many  premiums. 


The  True  Plymouth  Rock  Color. 

W.  A.  DREHEU,  DREHERSV1LLE,  PA. 

After  reading  Mr.  W.  F.  Bacon's  article  (in 
Nov.  number)  in  criticism  of  your  Plymouth 
Bock  Standard,  I  went  to  my  yards  and  plucked 
the  enclosed  feathers  from  different  parts  of  the 
body  of  one  of  my  best  Plymouth-Rock  hens,  and 
find  that  the  colors  are  plain  black  and  whits. 
This  1  consider  the  best  marked  hen  I  have,  and 
still  the  two  colors  white  and  black  are  more  dis- 
tinct than  in  my  other  birds.  Can  it  be  possible 
1  have  been  breeding  in  the  wrong  direction  all 
along,  for  my  aim  always  was  to  get  the  marking 
as  distinct  as  possible,  and  this  is  what  you  are 
advocating,  if  1  am  hot  mistaken— "  the  whiter 
the  white,  and  the  blacker  the  black,  the  better." 
Birds  having  these  markings  the  most  distinct 
Ln  their  plumage  surely  always  seem  to  me  the 
best  specimens.  I  am  too  young  a  breeder,  and 
too  "obscure"  to  contradict  Mr.  Bacon,  but  if,  as. 
he  quotes  from  the  English  Standard  :  "Plumage 
free  from  black,  white?'  etc.,  really  is  required 
in  America,  we  must  change  our  stock  to  con- 
form with  the  Standard  if  the  Standard  cannot 
be  changed.  If  Mr.  Bacon  has  Plymouth  Bock 
feathers  with  a  decided  blue  tinge  1  would  be 
gratified  for  a  specimen  of  them,  as  I  have  not 
found  any  in  my  yaids  yet.  This  is  not  for  criti- 
cism or  argument's  sake,  but  for  information 
and  mutual  benefit.  The  older  and  more  ex- 
perienced should  help  the  yonn'ger  and  inexperi- 
enced along.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as  blue  (?) 
shade  on  these  feathers  I  am  anxious  to  have 
some  of  the  stock.  When  such  men  as  Felch 
and  Bacon  talk  ofblne  it  makes  me  think  1  am 
color  blind,  as  far  as  Plymouth  Bock  plumage  is 
concerned,  but  when  1  read  your  (Mr.  Editor's) 
wiiite  and  black  I  draw  a  long  sigh  and  feel  re- 
lieved again.  I  will  thank  you  for  your  opinion 
as  to  whether  you  consider  these  good  specimens 
of  Plymouth  Bock  feathers. 

[Yes,  the  feathers  are  good.  These  men  have 
been  reading  about  "stone"  color,  "blue,"  etc., 
so  long  that  they  have  never  taken  the  trouble 
to  find  out  that  the  Plymouth  Bock  has  no  blue. 
Our  position  is  safe.— Ed.] 


The  Plymouth  Rock  Standard. 

T.  C.  SEELT,  15  CHATHAM  ST\,   ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 

I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  discussion 
on  the  revision  of  the  Standard,  and  espe- 
cially the  Plymouth  Rock  Standard,  and  as  to 
what  shall  be  the  scale  of  points.  I  prize  the 
Poultry  Keeper  very  highly  and  approve  of  a 
10-cent  Standard  for  each  breed,  and  that  B.  N. 
Pierce  be  selected  to  make  a  cut  for  this  10-ccnt 
Standard,  giving  a  Plymouth  Rock,  which  shall 
have  a  true  Plymouth  Rock  shape,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  masses.  I  consider  this  point  of 
accurately  illustrating  the  PlymoutliRock  shape, 
or  Wyandotte,  or  Brahma  shape,  to  be  a  vital 
one  for  utility  purposes,  as  well  as  for  fancy 
breeding.  It  seems  to  me  that  fancy  breeding 
is  for  two  purposes,— that  of  beauty  of  color,  and 
accuracy  of  breed  shape,  and  breed  shape  is  of 
the  greatest  importance.  The  Standard  ought 
to  give  an  accurate  description  of  this  breed 
shape  and  color,  and  then  the  scale  of  points 
should  be  simple  and  easily  understood,  so  that 
the  writer,  or  any  other  greenhorn,  can  quickly 
learn  to  score  and  improve  his  fowls.  We  hardly 
think  the  description  of  a  Standard,  and  the 
scale  of  points,  as  given  by  yourself  and  Mr. 
Felch,  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  new  beginner. 
You  will  pardon  this  expression,  because  I  am 
largely  on  your  side  of  the  question.  I  sincerely 
hope  your  10-cent  edition  of  the  Plymouth  Rock 
Standard  will  describe  the  correct  color  to  be  a 
bluish  grey,  or  blue  black,  instead  of  black,  or 
dull  black',  or  dead  black.  We  do  not  want  to 
spoil  the  distinctive  beauty  of  the  breed  color. 
And  we  also  hope  Mr.  Felch's  scale  of  points  and 
figuring  will  not  prevail.  It  seems  to  us  that 
the  decimal  scale  is1  so  simple,  perfect  and  in- 
telligible to  all,  that  it  should  meet  with  general 
favor.   We  give  it  below: 

Symmetry,  -  10 
Weight  and  condition,  -  10 
Comb,  -----  Shape  5  Color  5 —  10 
Head,  wattles  and  earlobes,  "  5  "  5—  10 
Neck,      -      -      -     -  '  -     "5  "5-10 

Back,   "    5     ••    5—  10 

Breast  and  bodv  (which  in- 
cludes fluff),       -        "    5  5—  10 
Wings,    -      -      -     -     -     "5  "5—10 

Tail,  "    5     "  5-10 

Legs  and  feet,      -      -     -     "5  "5—10 

Total  points,      -     ;V  >     -  _  -   '  -  100 

Symmetry  is  true  Plymouth  Rock  shape  as  a 
whole,  bird,"  and  the  Standard  should  describe 
this  shape  correctly  and  plainly.  The  shape  of 
a  separate  part  of  a  fowl  maybe  all  right,  but 
set  upon  the  body  in  such  a  way  as  to  mar  the 
breed  symmetry. 

[The  method  suggested  by  Mr.  Felch,  of  esti- 
mating by  ten  is  the  best  yet,  although  not  such 
as  we  prefer,  but  is  much  better  than  any  yet 
presented.— Eu  ] 


THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


Mar 


F.  R.  SPANISH  ASD  AMERICAN 
.  DOMINIQUE!*.  Eggs  $2  per  setting  of  13. 
FRANK  HOPFIN,  Hamiuonton,  N.  J. 


HAMMONTON   POULTRY  ASSO.,  Eggs 
from  all  varieties  of  fowls, $1.50  to  $5  per  setting. 
Fowls  for  sale.  CM.  Jordan,  Sec'y,  Hanimonton,  N  .J. 


Edw.S. Hickman, Irvine, Warren  Co., Pa., 
lias  voung  stock  oi  ,ne  ioilowing  varieties  for 
sale:  L.  Brahmas,  P. Rocks,  W.F\B.Spanish,S.C.\V. 
and  B.  Legnorns.  Bred  from  the  best  stock  in  the 
country.  Write  for  wants:  am  closing  out.  Eeffs 
S2.00  per  setting.   Send  stamp  for  circular. 


"\\*  ANTED. -Every  one  interested  in  W  P.  Roi  ks, 

*»  Lang-dians,  B.Javas,  S.C.  B.  Leghorns,  to  write 
me  for  my  circular.    E.J.  Whitmaksh,  Norwalk,  O. 

DH NT  MCA!  for  Poultry,  Granulated  Bone  and 
□  JUL  III  CM  U  Crushed  Oyster  Snells.  Send  lor 
Price  List.    York  Chemical  Work*,  York,  Pa. 


B  1  |p  ^5  Instant  relief.  Final  cure  and  nevet 
I  fcn  CL  Oi  returns.  No  indelicacy.  Neither 
knife,  purge,  salve  or  suppository.  Liver,  kidney 
I  and  all  bowel  troubles— especially  constipation— cur- 
Hi  .  ed likemairie.  Sufferers  willlearn  of  asimple  remedy 
free,  by  addressing,   J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St..  N.  Y 


P 


HEADQUARTERS 

For  Imported  LANGSHANS,  MINORCAS  - 
and  DOllKLXiSi.    Send  2c-stamp  lor  Catan  gue. 

F.  A.  Mortimer,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

HENRY  ARND,  ODIN,  ILL.,  sS^d^ 

Rocks,  Laced  and  White  Wyaudottes,   White  and- 

KS2 GERMAN  MASTIFF  DOGS. 


Thoroughbred  Black  Leghorn  Eggs  for 
sitting^  for  13.f3.30  for  26.   Urders  rec. and  eggs 
del. when  wanted. L.Wood,  HU9Myrtle  av.,  Balto,  fiu. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING    from  Pure  Stock 
only;  per  13:  B.  Leghorns  and  P. Rocks, $1.50,  L. 
Brah's  and  Wyau's, $2.  .J.U.Clemnier,  Lansdale,  Fa. 


dadfiik:  brahmas. 

 GUAXD  SPECIMENS.  

Thomas  Perrine,  Camp  Hagerinan,  Ohio. 

INCUBATORS  Fe^ol5«0  VP  Ci,culai 

NEW  ERA  M'F'G  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


WRITE  to  Ed.  Dickey.  Norwalk,  O.,  forcircu.  and 
price  list  of  standard-bred  fowls,  eggs  for  hatching 
and  poultry  supplies:  low  prices  and  other  valuable  in- 
ducements to  the  trade.  Agency  for  Buckeye  Brooder. 


LT. BRAHMAS,  LANGSIIANS,  P.ROCKS 
Brown  Leghorns  only  %l  per  Trio.  Orders  hooked 
for  eggs,  $1  for  setting  of  13.  Address  J.D.Fulnier, 
Elizabeth  City,  N.C. 

ATLANTIC   POULTRY   YARDS. -Recent 
honor,  trom  England.  W.C.  and  S.C.  Dork- 

lngs.   Eggs  pfter  .lanuarv  1.   Stamp  for  circular. 
C.  M.  JORDAN  «&" CO.,  Hammonton,  N.3. 

BLUE  ANDALUSIANS,  (best  Leghorns  and  Mi- 
norcas), L.Lrahmas,  (gold  medal  at  Atlanta), 
Wyan's..  Bantams,  awarded  200  prem's.  Eggs  $3  per 
set'g,  2  for$5;  stock  cheap,  lll.circu.  forstamp.  '  >ak- 
woodEann,  Md.  Office,  1920 U.  St.,  Washington, D.C. 

A BAGWELL,  Sharp,  K.T.,  Lt.  Brahmas, 
.  Langshans,  P.  Cochins,  P.  Rocks,  Houdaus, 
Leghorns,  P.  Ducks  and  T.  Geese.  Eggs  from  pi'ize 
winners  $1.50;  others  SI  per  13.    Circulars  free. 

EDMUND  DICKEY,  Norwalk,  O.,  breeder  of 
Langshans.  Wyaudottes,  Laced  and  White,  B. 
Minorcas,  P.  Rocks,  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  L. Brahmas. 
Agt.  for  Buckeye  Brooder  and  Hatcher.  Send  for  cir. 

FRANK  BEZZEN  MERGER.  ex-County  Collector, 
O' Fallon,  St.  Charles  Co.,  Mo.  W.  Leghorn,  .las. 
E.  White's  choice  P.  Rocks,  ex.  ch.  Toulouse  Geese. 
P.  Ducks.  Ref.  1st  Nat.  Un.  &  Sav.  Bk.  St. Charles. 

PURE  BRED  JAVAS,  WYANDOTTES, 
Langshans,  Light  Brahmas.  Eggs  si. 50  and  SI. UO 
perls.  P.  Ducks  eggs,  75c.  per  11  Old  and  young 
Stock  for  sale.  Geo.  F.  Doolittxe,  Owatonna,  .Minn. 


STAR  POULTRY  YARDS!  Z2%g%& 

Fowls.  The  largest  Fancy  Poultry  Farm  in  the  west. 
Have  won  first  prize  wherever  exhibited.  Ferrets, 
Pigeons  and  Victoria  Swine.  Send  G  1-cent  stamps 
for  fine  ill.  ratal,  of  fowls  and  poultry  house.  Price 
list  free.   J.  R.  BRABAZON,  Prop'r.,  Delavan,  Wis. 

If)  PCWTQ  (silver)  pays  for  your  address  in  the 
IU  UL.il  I  O  ''Agent's  Directory."  which  goes 
whirling  all  over  the  United  States^  and  you  will  get 
hundreds  of  samples,  circulars,  books,  newspapers, 
magazines,  etc..  from  those  who  want  agents.  ■  You 
will  get  lots  of  njail  matter  and  good  reading  free, 
and  will  be  well  pleased  with  the  small  investment. 
List  containing  name  sent  to  each  person  answering 
this  adver.      i'.D. Campbell,  Box  210,  Boylcston,  lnd. 

MAPLE  FARM  DUCK  YARDS. 

The  Largest  Duck  Farm  in  America 

Our  Imperial  Pekin  Ducks  have  won  First  Frem. 
in  every  New  England  State  and  nearly  every  State 
in  the  Union.  We  are  prepared  to  furnish  eggs  in 
season.    N  o  birds  for  sale.  J.RANKIN. 

South  Easton.  Mass. 


ATjFRKD  DOYLE, 

Breeder  of  JLiiglxt  Brahmas 

and  LangsliariB. 

Choice  birds  for  sale.Have  fine  symmetry,  markings, 
size  and  good  layers.    Eggs  in  season.  Priie  winners  < 
in  strongest  competition.    Circulars  readv.  Address 
Box  133,  Blue  island,  111. 


C A.  Sharp  A  Co.,  Props.,  Jit.  Pleasant  Poultry 
•  Farm,  Lock  port,  N,  Y.  Importers  of  high  scoring 
B.&  W. Minorcas  and  B.  Andalusians:  eggs  $3  ^  13; 
6.C.W.&  B.  Leg's,  ?2  f,  13. Grand  birds. Cor. solicited. 

lj  \  I  » "TT^ TT'  our  16-paged  catalogue,  prices  low. 
X;  lA.CjJli  A  pair  of  fowls  to  the  lucky  one. 
iyf\  years'  a  breeder.  !  J.  S.  Maeomher  »i-  Co., 

ttU  varieties  for  1888.  5       St.  diaries.  .Minn. 


HEAVY    WEIGHT    LIGHT  BRAHMAS 
for  sale  at  living  prices  to  all.   Eggs  $1.50  per  13. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Address 

GEO.  RILEY,  Black  River,  N.Y. 


E.  R.  GIRBS, 

breeder  and  dealer 
in  Ferrets,  Guinea 
Pigs.  Lop- Eared 
=§  and  ( lominnn  Rab- 
bits. Send  2  1-cent 
stamps  for  circu- 
Nohwalk,  Ohio. 


OLDHEUABLEFQULTRY  YARDS 

W.  H.  TODD,  Vermillion,  Ohio. 

Over  twenty  years'  experience  breeding,  showing 
and  judging.  Highest  class  Brahmas,  White  and 
Colored  P.  Rocks  and  Wyaudottes.  All  leading 
kinds  of  Poultry,  B.  Turkeys,  Toulouse  Geese.  Also', 
Ducks,  Ferrets  and  Scotch  Terrier  Dogs.  Circulars 
free.  Eggs  insured  to  hatch.  Best  stock— lowest  prices. 

THE  FAMOUS  WHITE  WASHER 
and  INSECT  EXTERMINATOR. 

a  machine  for  whitewashing  henhouses, 
etc.  With  the  machine  and  receipts  for 
special  solutions  you  can  exterminate 
hen  lice,  roup,  cholera,  etc.  send  stamp 
for  circular  which  is  very  instructive. 
Address  F.  Sctswarz,  M'f'g.,  Fairfield,  Conn. 
Box  65. 


C.  B.  FANT,  p«.  WRIGHT  CITY,  MO. 

Breeds  prize  P.  Rocks,  Wyaudottes,  Light  Brahmas. 
1  own  first  prize  pen  Light  Brahmas  at  Atlanta,  ba.; 
they  have  an  average  score  of  94}$,  which  makes  them" 
Cue  finest  pen  in  the  world.   Special  express  rates. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

-KING'S  PARKTOULTRY  YARDS,?- 

GLE.WSLLE,  OHIO. 

BREEDERS  OF 

LAND  AND  WATER  FOWLS. 

ALSO  ENGLISH  MASTIFF  AND  SCOTCH 
COLLIE  DOGS. 


ON 

-:  IMPERIAL  PEKIN  DUCKS:- 

J  At  the  great  New  York  Show,  .Madison  Square 
Garden,  in  Dei  ember,  I  won 

FIRST  PREMIUM  ON  PEKIN  DUCKS. 

Strong  competition.  Editor  Jacobs,  of  Poiltky 
Keeper,  said  my  premium  pair  were  the  "finest 
ducks  lie  had  ever  seen."  .  My  breeding  slock 
selected  from  hundreds,  and  all  first  (  lass.  Scud  for 
I  circular.    Eggs  from  best  stock,  S>2  per  dozen.. 

Hi.  DDicltitison, 

HOLLIS,  L.  I. 

P.O  Address— Box  42.  Jamaica,  L.  I. 


Illustrated  catalogue  sent. 

HILL  WI'F'C  CO.,     CLEVELAND,  O. 


Lock  Drawer  (149. 


THE 

NEW  MONITOR 

INCITRATOR. 

Self  regulating,  very- 
simple  as  well  as  reliable. 
Williams'  Im.  Hydro. 
Incubator  and  I.  X.  L. 
Brooder.  Send  for  Illus. 
Circular. 

A.  F.  WILLIAMS, 
Bristol,  Conn. 


The  Elliott  Box  Co'sNewEaskel  and  In 
Side  Boxes  for  shipping  eggs  for  Hatching  and 
Market  are  the  best  and  most  compact  thing  out. Send 
Dr  illus. price  list  to  111  Milk  Street,   Boston,  .Mass. 


IDE  ROSSITER,  Box  832.  Girard.  Erie 
Co..  Pa.,  Breeder  of  Cames  only.  B.  B.  Reds, 
Bs/1  Pvlr  Silver  Duckwings.  Thcrttdales  .  l-aib  rne.. 
and  Belfasts.  Cur  breeding  fowls  score  from  95  to  97 
points.  Eggs  S2.50  and  £i.(XJ  per  13.  Our  Pits  are 
lead  game. 


WYANDOTTES!  KOUDANS!  GAMES! 

Bl.aud  Br.  Leghorns.  Lnnsrsbniis,  P.  Rocks,  S. 
G.  Dorkings,  W.  C.  B.  and  W.  C.  W.  Polish,  D. 
Brahmas,  Part,  and  Buff  Cochins,  s.  s.  Ham  burgs, 
Laced  WvandotteS,  I'll  Gaines.  B.  B.  K.  Came 
Bant..  W. Guineas.  Pekin  Ducks:  Kges,  ?2  per  13. 

X.  V.  Champion  Exhibition  Games— Silver 
Duckwings.  V.  R.  K»ds.  R»d  Piles  and  Malay*; 
Andalns'ians.  WHITE  WYASD«TT15S,Aji„ 
Bantams,  IS.  SilverPolish:  Eartrs.  S3.  Iniporled 
Bark  Rralmnas.  Pekin  Rantsinis:  Kggs  $4. 
I  won  18  1st  a  nd  special  premiums  at  N.  JT-,  Feh.  1886. 
THOS.  W.  Ll'DLOlV,  Yonkers,  N.  A'. 


"VflAGARA    RIVER  POI'LTKY  YARDS. 

Jl^  Prize  winning  Light  Brahmas.  Buff  Cochins, 
Orange  Strain:  White  and  Black  Minorcas.  own  im- 
portation, and  White  Wyaudottes,  Brijjgs  Strain. 
Send  for  large  free  circulars  and  get  posted  on  $25  in 
gold  olfer.    Chas.  H.  Akerley,  Tonawanda.  N.Y. 


TIM  I  rDHIIV  TOLEDO.  O..  Breeder  of 
Mill  ILL nUll A,  White  fowls  exclusively  W . 
Wyaudottes,  W.P.  Rocks,  W. Minorcas,  W. Dorkings, 
W.Javas,  W. Leghorns,  W. Guineas.  Light  Brahmas 
and  Pekin  Ducks.  Eggs  for  sale  now.  Send  for  il- 
lustrated circular.  Mention  this  paper. 


NEVIITS  &  CAIFFMAN.  Importers  and  | 
Breeders  of  White  and  Black  Minorcas.  Light; 
Brahmas.  Buff  Cochins.  Langshans.  White  Wvan- 
dottes, White  Plymouth  Rocks.  YVhite  and  Silver  | 
Grey  Dorkings,  La  Fleche  and  Rare  Bantams.  Send  I 
stamp  for  catalogue.  Office  204  Walnut  Place,  | 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


FIVE  HUNDRED  FINE  CHICKENS  FOR 
Sale  at  a  Rararain  of  the  following 
varieties:  WYANDOTTES,  LANGSHANS, 
LIGHT  BRAHlIAS.PLYnOIITII  ROCKS, 
BROWN  and  WHITE  LEGHORNS,  Rlack 
RnfT  and  Partridge  Cochin.  Also  Pekin 
Dnoki.  W.H.  JOHNSON.  Jacksonville,  111. 
Orders  Tor  Eggs  now  booked. 


WANTED.— Every  reader  of  the  Poultky 
Keei>kr  to  send  4c.  in  stamps  for  our  elegant 
60-page* catalogue  and  book  of  poultry  information, 
worth  $1.00:  l.con  Black  Minorcas,  \\  Iifte  P.  Rocks, 
T.t.  Brahmas,  Langshans.  P.  Recks.  Leghorns.  R. 
Turkevs  and  Pekin  Ducks  for  sale  at  low  figures. 
Fine  B.  Minorcas.  55  per  pair  (cockerel  and  millet). 
Ponltrv  Supplies  of  every  -description  ai  bortom 
prices,  Send  for  catalogue  to  MICHIGAN  POCL- 
TRY  FARM.  Saline,  Mich.  Largest  and  finest 
poultry  farm  in  the  West.  Catalogue  fully  describes 
ir.  Wanted  at  once  Perfect  Hatchers  or  any  standard 
Incubators  inexchange  for  pure  bred  poultry,  sup- 
plies or  cash.    Describe  machine  and  give  cash  price. 

TO  INCUBATOR  MAKERS  ! 

Our  Electro  Magnetic  Damper  Motor  will  turn  any 
sized  damper  positively  either  way  every  time  con- 
nection is  made  at  thermostat.  Battery  Is  only  in 
action  while  damper  is  turning  so  that  I.eclanche 
Battery  is  used  and  will  last  for  many  months  with- 
out attention  or  expense.  Price  for  Motor  S5.O0. 
Semi  for  catalogue  of  Batteries.  Motors,  Thermostats, 
Wires  and  Electrical  Supplies. 

J.  H.  BUNNELL  dc  CO,, 

106  and  10*  Liberty  Street,  New  York. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING 

1  set.       2  set 

Laced  "Wyaudottes   S2.00-  ?3.0o' 

Langshans    2.00  3.00 

YVhite  Minorca*   4.00  7.00 

I    Pennsylvania  State  Fair,  Wyandotte  Chicks,  1st- 
I  on  Breeding  Pen.  1st  on  Cockerel,  1st  on  Pullet. 
Bucks  County   Agricultural  Society,  Mr.  Beale, 
.Judge.  1st  and  2nd  on  Pair. 

Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.,  2nd  on  Breeding  Pen  Chicks,  all 
pens  competing.  M.  H.  LE1DY, 

Blooming  Glen,  Pa— 

Wenauwet  Poultry  Yards, 

P0CASSET,  MASS., 

Breeders  of 

Land  and  Water  Fowls. 

The  largest  establishment  for  breeding  standard) 
birds  for  meat  and  eggs  in  America. Send  for  circular. 

WIRE  POULTRY  FENCE, 

Heaviest  and  best,   all  widths.    Price  only  three- 
quarters  of  a  cent  per  square  foot.  Write 
for  Price  List  and  discount. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO., 

213  Gri-oon"c\7lcli  Street 

 NEW  YORK.  

RED  FYLE  GAMES. 

CHAMPION  STRAIN. 

|  I  have  recently  purchased  a  grand  Breeding  Pen  of 
I  America's  leading  breeder  of  this  variety.  Mr 
<  Eugene  Sites,  of  Ohio.  This  pen  is  headed  by  the 
I  cock  that  won  1st  as  cockerel  at  Chicago aud  St. 

Louis,  October.  18S4.  First  prize  and  Silver  MedaL 
.  New  Orleans  Exposition,  January,  1885.    First  prize. 

at  Madison  Square.  New  York,  February,  '.8sfi. 
j  Score  OS1  -.,  points:  also  his  mate  at  above  shows,  a  hen 

bred  livT.  P.  Lyon,  of  England.    1st  and  2nd  prize 

pullets  Cleveland,  Jan.  188s.  and  four  other  pullets, 
;  equallv  good,  all  bred  bv  Sites,  making  as  fine  area 
1  of  Games,  as  there  is  in  this  country.    Mr.  Sites  lia* 
!  transferred  all  his  egg  trade  tome.    I  will  spare  as 
|  limited  number  of  eggs,  at  sj.on  per  13.  Address 
1       Ide  Rossiter,  Box  232,  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa, 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER. 


LIFE  SIZE  PORTRAIT! 


ORIGINAL  CRAYON 

WITH 

Bronze  Frame.S  1 2 

Send  photu,  or  imperfect 
likeness.  Satisfaction 
given  on  all  orders  or 
no  pay  required.  Call, 
write  or  wire,  N.  Y.  ART- 
ISTS' UNION,  Room  2,  10 
E.  Uth  St.,  between  6th 
Ave.  and  Broadway. 

AGENTS  WANTED 

EVERYWHERE. 


^fA R E  V Q jW Wt E R E $T E D  JN  P Q U j-T^Y_5_i 


Practical  POI'l-TllY  BOOK. 
lOOpp.;  beautiful  colored  plate, 
cnffravin«s  and  descriptions  of  all 
breeds;  how  to  caponize;  plans  for 
poultry  houses;  about  incubators; 
and  where  to  buy  tig  us  and  Fowls. 
Mailed  for  15  Cents. 
ASSOCIATED  FANCIERS, 
237  South  8th  Street.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


AGEITS 


We  boat  the  world  for  low 
prices.  A  handsome  and 
i  Strongly  Bound  Photo- 
_   _    _  _  '  graph    Album,  8*  x  W4 

inches,  gilt  6ides  and  edges,  holding  22  pages  of  Cab- 
inet and  Card  pictures  sent  for  60  cents,  retail  price, 
tl.25.  A  RpiI  Pliuh  Photograph  Album,  s1. 
xl0'<  Embossed  padded  sides,  gold  edges,  :tension 
clasp,  holding  32  pages  of  Cabinet  and  Card  pictures 
Bent  for  S1.00,  retails  for  $2.25.  Illustrated  circulars 
pnrpof  the  above  and 
rllEC  Finer  Styles  of 
Foi-shoe  *V  McMakin, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 


jsj.za.   illustrated  circt 

ALBUM 


double  their  money 
selling  our  BBASS 
finished  corrugated 

REFLECTING  SAFETY  LAMP. 

Can  be  sold  in  every  family.  Gives 
more  light  than  three  ordinary  lamps- 
Send  iliiii  j  -five  cents  for  com- 
plele  lam])  and  bo  convinced. 
We  manufacture  a  large  line  of 
household  articles.  Send  for  free 
Illustrated  Circulars  to 
F0RSHEE&  McMAKlN.Cincinnati.O. 


85  HAND  BONE,  SHELL  AND  CORN 
MILL  for  poultrymen.     P.  Wilson's  Pat. 
Send  for  circular.    Manufactured  only  by 
WILSON  BROS.,  Easton,  Pa. 


PROTECT  YOUR  HENS  and  sn ve  valuable 
eggs  by  using  Grnn«ly's  Safety  Nest.  No 

animal  or  fowl  can  disiu)  1)  a  lien  on  mis  nest.  Hen 
closes  and  opens  it.  Costs  9  cents.  Easy  to  make.  De- 
scription free.  FUED.UkUNDY, MuiTisouviile, 111. 

THOS.  SEA  IS  ROOK.  Jr.,  Stockton,  Hunter- 
don Co.,  N.J. ,  S.C.B.  Leghorns  (Richards'),  S. 
C.  W.  Leghorns  (Channing  smith's),  S.  C  Black 
Leghorns  (Westcott's),  Langslians  (Croads).  Eggs 
$1.50  to  82.50.   Satisfaction  guaranteed. 


15 


Eggs  for  SI. 50,  M'.&L.  'Wyan'sand  W.  Cochins. 
15  prem. this  sea. \Y  .E.Greeinnan, Triangle, N.Y", 


PRESSEY'S  BROODER. 


The  Cheapest  and 
the  Best.  Ham- 

monton  Incubators,  two  sizes,  $25  and  815.  Lang- 
shan  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale.    Ciiculars  free. 

G.  W.  PRESSETf,  Haninionton,  N.  J. 


20  Varieties  of  Land  and  Water  Fowls, 
,     Price  List  free.   New  prices.   No  catalogue. 

J I      MflPlf     >249  SOCTn  HIGH  8T, 
«  l»I  mimiV)   COLUMBUS  OHIO. 


ECCS  for  HATCHING 

From  35  varieties  of  the  choicest  Land  and 
Water  Fowls  divided  into  50  separate  flocks. 
The  largest  Poultry  Range  in  Ohio,  For 
full  description  of  my  buildings,  yards,  and 
fowls,  etc.,  send  three  1  cent  stamps  and  gt-t 
the  finest  illustrated  and  descriptive  cata- 
logue ever  published.  Size  8x11  inches. 
aSpages.  CHAS.  GAMMERDINGEK, 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 
Mention  the  Poultry  Keeper. 


(Trade  Mark.) 
SOMETHING  NEW. 

CANNED   MEAT    FOR  POULTRY. 

This  food  is  nice  fresh  meat,  carefully  cooked, 

f round  fin",  seasoned  and  hermetically  sealed.  'Will 
eep  an  unlimited  time  until  opened.  Conveniently 
jput-up  in  eight  pound  cans.  Especially  adapted  for 
chickens  and  moulting  fowl.  Being  ground  fine,  it 
can  be  readily  mixed  v.  ith  the  soft  food,  and  fed  so  as 
to  give  each  fowl  an  equal  share.  Price  30  cents  per 
can;  $3.00  per  dozen.  Address 

Hollis  Dressed  5If(  «V  Wool  Co., 

2U  North  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


NN.0._PA/r//i/ 

«s  JOLED0,0HIO.  *  £M 

<-  ;  ■  AND  "',M  O 

BREEDER  =>, 

of  Jhese  fwo-  g 


We  also  handle  all  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies. 

Send  2c.  stamp  for  catalogue. 


CAN  be  applied  by 
any  one  on  steep 
or  flat  roofs  Extra 
Heavy  Felt  for 

Poultry  Houses 
SI. 75  per  ICO  square 
feet,  with  Coating, 
Caps  and  Nails. 
Sample  and  circu- 
lar free. 

A.  F.  SWAN, 

38  Dey  St.,  N.  Y. 


I888--EXCEL8I0R  P.R0CKS--I888 

Champions  of  America  By  the  Records. 

Winners  of  highest  honors  at  Eight  National  Shows 
in  Five  Sovereign  States:  Pidmont,  N.  .X.  S. 
Fair,  New  York,  Atlanta,  Macon,  Augusta, 
Nashville  and  Indianapolis. 
1887. 

Highest  Honors  at  M  sriden,  Conn.,  and  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Silver  Cup  Best  Male  and  Pen,  Madison  Square,  N.Y, 
Winning  specials  for  highest  scoring  birds 
in  every  instance. 

IjIIslo  Bogots  Xj±1s_o. 

Our  Prize  Winners  have  begotten  our  Prize  Winners 
since  1830.  Eggs  from  our  best  matings  of  Prize 
winners,  $4  per  13.  Circular  free:  full  information. 
Sccnlder  A-  Townsencl,  Box  33,  Glen  Head,  N  .Y. 


WMTELEGHQRNS 


QiIaa  Instantrelief,  final  cure  in  a  few  days,  and  nev- 
■  IIKX  ™ returns:  no  purge;  no  salve :  no  suppository. 
1  IIWW  Remedy  mailed  Tree.  Address. 

J.  H.  REEVES,  78  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 


Monaroli  Incubator. 


This  machine  has  made  the  best  public  and  private 
recordof  any  machine  ever  invented.  Won  1st  pre- 
mium at  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y..  Feb.  1S85 
»,rf.lst  Premium  In  February  '81  at  the  same  place, 
»ii  tne  machines  In  the  country  competing.  1st  pre- 
mium ot  M0,  at  Waltham.  Dec.  iw.  Send  fi  r-circu- 
*AS.  RANKIN,  South  Easton,  Mass. 


I.      At  ItMliannpolis. 
Agmin  they  win  the  Championship  of America 

at  the  great  national  show  of  the  season  for  1888. 
First  and  all  specials  for  Rest  Breeding  Fen, 
Cock,  Hen  and  Cockerel.  Highest  Scoring 
Cockerel  0:1  exhibition,  any  variety,  every  first 
prize  exce~t  one.  The  most  celebrated  prize  win- 
ning strain  known,  ami.  have  won  more  First. 
Sweepstake  and  Special  Frizes  at  the  great 
shows  during  the  past  5  years  than  all  other  strains 
combined.  Never  lost  1st  on  breeding  pen.  Choice 
Breeding  Stock  at  all  times.  Eggs  from  our 
Prize  Matinsrs  of  this  most  noted  of  the  egg  pro- 
ducing breeds,  that  win  be  sure  to  produce  the  win- 
ners for  18S8  and  1889,  53  per  13.  go  per  20,  5doz.  S:0. 
Our  WHITE  WYANDOTTE  RECORD  still 
in  the  lead  with  highest  honors  wherever  shown. 
The  Most  Popular  New  Standard  Variety. 

GREAT  VICTORY  IN  l88G-'87-'88 

at  Utica,  Syracuse,  Cortland,  Boston  and  Indian- 
apolis. Egss  from  carefully  tested  Prize  Winning 
stock  of  highest  merit,  $5  per  15,  $10  per  <<5.  Choice 
Selected  Breeding  Cockerels  of  either  breed 
at  low  prices  for  the  quality.  Trios  or  Breeding  Pens 
mated  for  best  results.  Send  stamp  for  our  illustrated 
circular,  giving  full  information  and  highest 
prize  record  ever  won  by  any  breeder  ot  any 
variety.  Address 

SNAFF 

Box  sol,     •       -  - 


HIGHEST  HONORS  AT  CHICAGO 

On  my  Plymouth  Bocks,  Wyandottes,  Black  Minor- 
ca*, White  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Illustrated  de- 
scriptive circular  for  18a7-'8s,  showing  matings,  giv- 
ing prices  and  priz  s  won.  How  to  build  a  cheap 
and  convenient  p  ,ultry  house.  113  of  my  fowls 
scored  90  to  98X  at  Chicago  Show,  18j7. 

F.  M.  HUNGER,  DeKalb,  111. 

GOOD  NEWS 
IS  LADIES. 

Greatest  inducements  ever  of- 
fered. Now's  your  time  to  get  up 
orders  for  our  celebrated  Tens 
and  Coflees.and  secure  a  beauti- 
ful Gold  Band  orMoss  Rose  China 
Tea  Set,  or  Handsome  Decorated 
Gold  Band  Moss  Rose  Dinner  Set,  or  Gold  Band  Moss, 
Decorated  Toilet  Set.    For  full  particulars  address 
„  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  TEA  CO., 
P.  O.  Box  289.         31  and  33  Vosey  St. ,  New  York. 

Foe  pays  the  express 

Again  for  1888, 

ON  EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  W1TAN- 
BOTTE,  LANGSHAN,  LIGHT  BRAHMA, 
B.  JAVA  and  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  FOWLS, 

at  S2  per  13,  p  per  20.  Good  hatch  guaranteed.  Send 
for  circular. 

TOE  GRAVES, 

American  Express  Agent.  Black  River,  N.  Y. 

NICKEL-PLATED 


POULTRY 
MARKER 

■Will  give  225  different  markings. 
Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  35c. 

Caponizing  Instruments  and  other 
Poultry  Specialties.  Send  tor  Catl'g. 
H  WIGM0RE,107S.8thSt.Phila.Pa. 


Fablns,  N.  Y. 


GEO,  T,  PITKIN, 

6  X  "V^7"£xsla.i23Le,toia  Stroct, 

CHICAGO,  ILL., 

Will  sell  you  better  fowls  and  eggs  of  the  following 
named  varieties  than  any  breeder  in  America:  Bly- 
leconth  Rocks.  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Rosc-coinb  Leghorns,  Light  Brnhntsis,  P. 
Cochins  and  Black  Jams.  Large  illustrated 
circular  free.  Will  send  a  beautiful  little  chromo  of 
a  pair  of  Plymouth  Rocks  for  4  cents  in  stamps. 


ETn  EXCELSIOR 
EXCELSIOR  INCUBATOR 

Simple,  Penfeet  and  Sen-regulating. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL, 

Patentee  and  Sole  mnnnfeptumr.  OUINOY,  ILLINOIS* 


SCRIBfO'S 

LUMBER 


LOG  BOOK. 


Over  One  Million  Sold.  Most  complete  book 
of  its  kind  ever  published.  Gives  measurement  of  all 
kinds  of  lumber,  logs,  planks,  timber;  hints  10  lum- 
ber dealers:  wood  measure;  speed  of  circular  saws; 
care  of  saws;  cord-wood  tables:  felling  trees:  growth 
of  tree;  land  measure:  wages,  rent,  board,  interest, 
stave  and  heading  bolts,  etc.  Standard  book  through- 
out the  United  States  and  Canada.  Illustrated  edi- 
tion 1882.  Ask  your  bookseller  for  it.  Sent  post-paid 
for  35  cents.  G.W.FISHER, 

Box  238,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  Poultry  Keeper  Company  will  send  the  Poul- 
try Keepeb  one  year  and  a  copy  of  this  book  both- 
for  70  cents. 
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THE  POULTRY  KEEPER, 


Mar 


INQUIRIES. 

Hackettstow.n,  N.  J.— I.  Will  you  please  tell 
me  a  good  way  to  dry-pick  young  chickens 
(broilers)  and  not  break  the  skin?  2.  What  is 
ilie  matter  with  my  turkeys?  They  begin  to  mope 
when  about  two  months  old  and  have  a  violent 
-attack  of  the  bowels,  but  not  like  cholera.  Are 
never  attacked  until  full  feathered, 

1.  There  is  no  mode  except  to  be  careful.  2 
It  may  be  due  to  lice,  cold  on  (the  bowels,  or 
from  some  kind  of  food  eaten. 

W.  G.  B.,  Wrightstov,  n,  X.  J— I  have  Wyan- 
dotte pullets,  and  wish  to  know  which  of  the 
cleaued-legged  breeds  should  be  used  with  them 
for  producing  the  best  capons? 

The  Dorkings — either  Silver  Gray  or  Colored. 

J.  F.  C.  Melitota,  Maryland.— How  large  an 
incubator  will  a  large  size  lamp  heat  ? 

An  ordinary  No.  2  burner  is  estimated  to  heat 
-an  incubator  of  150  egg  capacity. 

J.  A.  C,  Howell,  X.  J.— What  kind  of  a  cross 
would  P.  Rock  and  Brown  Leghorn  make  for 
laying  and  market,  and  which  should  I  use,— P. 
R.  cock  on  Leghorn  hens  or  Leghorn  cock  with 
F.  Rock  hens? 

The  Leghorn  cock  and  P.  Rock  hens  produce 
the  better  layers,  but  for  market  the  P.  Rock 
cock  and  Leghorn  hens  are  preferred. 

B.  R.S.,  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y— How  many 
fowls  should  be  kept  in  a  house  6x8  feet? 

Twelve  are  enough,  but  as  many  as  twenty  are 
-often  kept  in  a  house  o£  that  size  when  well 
cared  for. 

F.  K.  O.,  Peekskill,  X.  Y— I  have  a  very  fine 
lot  of  Leghorns.  How  can  I  stop  them  "from 
feather-pulling? 

Keep  them  scratching,  as  it  comes  from  idle- 
-ness.  You  may  have  to  separate  them,  as  it 
is  difficult  to  cure. 

H.  E.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass.—].  Is  there  any 
paper  devoted  entirely  to  sheep?  2.  How  much 
meat  scraps  are  allowed  fourteen  hens  per  day?  I 

I.  Address,  Sheep  Breeder,  Chicago,  111.  2.  j 
About  one  pound. 

F.  P.  G.,  Sturgis.  Mich.— 1.  Where  can  I  find  a  ! 
sale  for  hen  droppings?  2.  Is  there  a  treatise  on  ' 
the  Langshaii  fowl ;  if  so.  where  can  it  be  ob- 
'tained? 

1.  We  know  of  no  one  who  buys  the  droppings.  I 
"2.  Address  Captain  R.  W.  Sargeant,  Kittery,  j 
Maine. 

S.  G.  B.  C,  Atlantic.  Mass.— Give  dimensions 
for  a  400  egg  hut  w  ater  incubator.  Is  it  neces- 
sary to  have  the  tank  proportionately  larger 
"than  a  100  egg  incubator? 

.  To  estimate  the  capacity  allow  four  square 
inches  for  each  egg.  Hence  tank  for  400  egg  in- 
cubator should  be  1600  square  inches,  or  40x40 
inches.  If  preferred  it  may  be  about  35x45,  or 
■of  any  shape  desired, 


•  J 

C.  A.  P„  Forge  Village,  Mass.— 1.  Are  hens  i 
with  frozen  combs  as  good  layers  as  those  not 
injured?    2.  What  breed  should  I  keep,  of  one 
kind  only,  large  size,  ami  good  layers? 

1.  If  combs  heal  they  are  notin-jured  as  layers. 
It  is  only  during  the  time  the  comb  is  sore  that 
they  Will  not  lay.  2.  Try  the  Wyandottes. 

R.  R.  K..  York.  Pa*. — What  is  the  cause  of  incu- 
bator chicks  being  ruffled  in  reathers?  Some  act 
as  if  benumbed,  stretch  out  their  necks,  and  lav 
down. 

May  be  due  to  several  causes— bottom  heat,  1 
'lice,  dampness,  or  insufficient  heat  in  brooder. 

E.  L.  H.,  Meridcn.  Ct. — I  have  eight  Wvan- 
•dotte  liens,  one  and  a  half  years  old.  the  cock-  ' 
erel  same  age  as  hens.   The  e^gs  did  not  hatch 
well,  those  hatching  producing  weak  chicks.  : 
Were  the  hens  too  fat,  or  stock  too  closely  re- ■ 
lated? 

Hens  were  too  fat.  It  does  no  harm  to  inbreed  i 
-once  in  three  or  four  years. 

H.  C.  C.  Roxbury.  Mass— Will  you  kindly  tell  I 
Tne  in  your  next  issue,  how  many  Leghorns  can  j 
be  kept  in  a  house  8x12  with  yard  24x48? 

Divide  into  two  apartments,  each  6x8,  and  put  ; 
■a.  cock  and  12  hens  in  each. 

J  F.  G..  Muscatine  .Iowa. — T  have  a  fine  Lang-  ' 
shan  cock,  w  ith  a  fine  rose  comb,  which  I  prefer  j 
to  a  pea  comb,  all  other  points   being  equal. 
How  will  that  affect  him  as  a  thoroughbred,  or  ■ 
•■as  a  show  bird? 

•  He  is  a  mongrel.  Langshans  do  not  have  rose  l 
•or  pea  combs   nnlv  single  combs. 


W.H.,  La  Pone  City,  Indiana— Is  the  light 
canvas  coop  patented?  Can  anyone  make  them? 
Xot  patented;  anyone  can  make  them. 

H.  W.  P..  Charleston,  S.  C— 1.  At  what  age 
should  a  Wyandotte  cockerel  begin  to  crow?  2. 
Will  eggs  from  cockerel  and  pullet,eight  months 
old,  hatch? 

I.  Sometimes  when  three  months  old.  It 
varies  with  individuals.  2.  Yes,  but  rather 
risky. 

S.  A.  H.,  Howell,  Mich.— Would  Leghorn  hens 
crossed  with  a  Dorking  cock  produce  good 
broilers? 

Yes,  excellent. 

Subscriber. — Why  don't  you  give  Philadelphia 
prices  for  poultry  and  eggs? 

Because  they  differ  but  little  (if  any)  from 
those  of  Xew  York. 

A.  E.R.,  Monticello,  Iowa.— Can  hen  eggs  and 
duck  eggs  be  hatched  at  same  time  in  an  incu- 
bator? If  so  when  will  the  proper  time  be  to  put 
in  the  hen  eggs  ? 

Yes :  put  in  hens'  eggs  one  week  after. 

F.  X.  F.,  W.  Belleville,  111.— What  will  a  Buff 
Cochin  cockerel  be  worth  that  will  score  89,  91, 
and  93  points? 

It  depends  upon  the  supply.   From  $5  to  $15.  | 

K.  W.,  Dixon.  HI.— Will  you  please  tell  ine  the  | 
best  laying  fowls  in  America  1 

Rather  a  hard  question.  Any  of  the  non-sitting  I 
breeds  would  answei.  The  Leghorns  are  equal  I 
to  any. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  P.,  Scatherwood,  Pa.— Am  making  \ 
a  Dakin  brooder.  He  does  not  say  how  lamp  is 
attached,  nor  even  mention  a  lamp.  Please  ex-  j 
plain  how  I  am  to  arrange  lamp. 

It  has  no  lamp .-  The  tank  is  heated  with  hot  | 
water. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  C  SanAntonio.X.  M.— Which  is  the 
best  book  on  duck  raising? 

There  is  none.  You  will  find  more  about  ducks 
in  our  January  issue  than  in  any  book  published- 

Querii  (no  name  or  P.  O.).  — 1.  How  much 
should  be  fed  75  fowls?  2.  What  quantity  of 
ground  tons  tc  .avs1  j  What  condition  pow- 
ders will  make  them  lay? 

1.  See  January  issue.  2.  A  tablespoon ful  in 
soft  food,  once  a  day,  to  ten  hens.  3.  We  cannot 
answer,  as  it  depends  on  the  management. 

J.  M.  Day.  Plainfield,  X.  J.— 1.  Is  the  odor  of 
fresh  paint  injurious  to  fowls?  2.  Which  are 
better  layers.  Leghorns  or  Hainburgs,  or  Light 
Brail  mas  or  Plymouth  Rocks  ? 

1.  Xo.  2.  There  is  no  perceptible  difference. 

Mrs.  W.  F.  M.,  Gray  (no  state).  What  causes 
crooked  breast  bones? 

Crowding  together.  Also  improperly  con* 
structed  roosts. 

G.  W.  O..  Dalton.  Ga— Is  water  cress  good  if 
cooked  and  fed  to  fowls  for  their  morning  meal, 
mixed  w  itu  shorts  and  meat  scraps.? 

Yes;  excellent. 

S.  H.  R..  Williamstown.  X.  J— 1.  Have  you 
tried  the  Wilson  bone  mill,  and  is  it  good?  2. 
Ai  e  W  yandottes  equal  to  Plymouth  Rocks  as 
layers  ?' 

Yes,  to  both  inquiries. 

L.  H.  T..  Xewburvpovt,  Mass. — 1.  Should  there  ' 
be  any  biack  on  the  foes  of  White  Leghorns?  2.  j 
Should  there  be  any  shading  of  gold  color  on  the 
back  of  White  Leghorn  cocks?   3.    When  the  : 
tip  ends  of  liens'  combs  freeze  will  they  drop  off  I 
in  summer?  4.  By  a  cock's  or  a  lien's  comb 
freezing  will  it  make  any  difference  in  the  scor-  ] 
inn  of  a  brood  of  chickens,  as  far  as  the  comb  is 
concerned? 

1.  Should  be  no  black.  It  is  probably  dirt,  as  j 
legs  and  toes  are  yellow.  2.  Plumage  should  be  j 
clear  white.  3.  All  parts  that  freeze  will  slough 
off.  4.  A  frozen,  or  injured  comb,  will  always 
be  cut,  but  the  chickens  from  such  hens  will  not 
be  affected  thereby, 

C.  M.  B.,  Xew  Rochelle.  (no  state).— The  . 
writer  had  a  fine  Plvmouth  Rock  cockerel,  six  1 
months  old.  that  showed  first  a  weakness  in  legs, 
then  hist  use  of  them  entirely  ;  lying  on  his  side,  ; 
could  kick,  using  his  second  joints.  Holding 
him  up.  lie  could  not  spread  his  feet.   All  the 
while  he  feil  well  and  left  correct  droppings.  ' 
Nursed  him  a  week  and  then  took  off  his  head  : 
op  examination  his  heart  and  liver  were  covered  I 


with  yellow  blotches,  the  latter  being  soft  and 
crumbled  on  touching  it ;  can  anv  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  readers  tell  us  what  the  trouble 
was  ? 

Partial  paralysis,  caused  by  disease  of  the 
liver,  assisted  by  cold  and  damp  weather. 

H.  H.  M..  Owego,  N.  Y.— I  would  like  very 
much  to  know  where  to  get  a  bone  mill  that  is 
run  by  power,  could  you  refer  me  to  any  ? 

We  know  of  no  one  who  makes  them  except 
Wilson  Bros.,  Easton,  Pa. 

P.  L.  R.,  Pansy,  Pa.— Please  let  me  know  in  the 
next  Poultry  Keeper  how  manv  Guinea  hens 
can  be  kept  with  one  cock  so  as  "to  be  good  for 
hatching? 

The  Guinea  is  monogamous,  the  sexes  usually 
pairing,  hence  one  male  and  one  female  only  al- 
lowed. 

Subscriber.— 1.  How  manv  broilers  a  house 
10x20  will  accommodate  ?  2.  When  is  the  best 
time  to  begin  hatching?  3.  How  many  in  a 
brooder  ? 

I.  A  house  10x20  may  be  divided  into  four 
apartments,  with  a  brooder  in  each.  2.  Novem- 
ber. 3.  About  75. 


The  Show  Awards. 

We  cant  get  in  all  the  shows  this  month- 
space  will  not  allow.  But  we  will  give  more  re- 
ports next  month.  The  Poultry  Keeper  aims 
to  give  the  addresses  as  well  as  the  names,  which 
is  very  important.  It  is  a  waste  of  space  to  give 
names  only,  as  a  blank  sheet  would  be  as  useful. 
We  want  readers  to  know  where  the  winners  can 
be  reached. 


A  Warm  Hen  House. 

MRS.  J.  L.  WHITE,  ONEIDA,  KNOX  CO.,  ILL. 

I  will  tell  you  how  I  have  had  a  warm  hen 
house  made'a  cheap  one  too.  It  is  made  with 
posts  set  in  the  ground,  boarded  up  with  boards, 
cracks  covered  with  lath.  The  inside  is  lathed 
and  filled  in  with  straw  put  in  as  tight  as  it  can 
be.  The  lath  is  about  one  inch  apart,  close 
enough  to  hold  the  straw.  There  has  to  be  some 
cross  pieces  to  nail  the  lath  to  and  give  about 
two-inch  space  between  the  boards i and  lath  for 
the  straw.  I  have  been  getting  eggs  all  winter. 
I  see  in  some  papers  the  question  is  asked  if  the 
Wilson  Bone  Mill  is  good  or  not  ?  I  have  had 
one  for  three  years.  I  grind  bones,  shells, 
broken  dishes,  corn,  oats,  and  everything  I  have 
to  grind  for  the  poultry.  I  grind  "red  peppers, 
they  are  good  to  mix  "a  little  in  the  morning 
feed.  This  is  getting  long,  but  before  I  close! 
must  tell  you  I  like  the  magazine  very  much.  I 
think  it  a  little  daisy  for  the  farmer  and  his 
wife. 


Too  Much  Feed. 

GEO.  H.  RIGDON.  LA  GRANDE.  OREGON. 

Scientific  Poultry  culture  is  yet  in  its  infancy 
here.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  to  have  scarcely 
doned  its  first  swadling  clothes.  After  two  years' 
experimenting,  reading  the  Poultry  Keeper 
and  such  other  Poultry  literature  as  came  in  my 
way,  I  have  learned  something  of  the  mysteries 
of  successful  chicken  keeping.  1  find.  too.  that 
there  is  yet  much  to  learn.  I  did  just  what  a 
great  many  others  have  done— started  with  a 
small  flock."  found  them  profitable,  doubled  the 
flock,  and  reduced  the  profit  to  almost  noHiing. 
The  cause  of  my  failure  can  be  summed  up  in 
two  short  phrases:  Too  much  feed  and  too 
much  crowded.  Theoretically.  I  knew  this 
would  not  do,  but  I  had  to  learn  what  it  meant 
practically.  But  I  think  I  have  learned  the  les- 
son well,  and  have  faith  in  future  success.  I  am 
constructing ii  Poultry  Keeper  Incubator,  and 
shall  soon  make  it.  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  at- 
tempt in  this  country  at  •■Artificial  Incubation." 
Succeed  or  fail.  I  shall  at  least  be  a  pioneer  in 
this  process,  which  must  eventually  prevail  here 
as  it  does  in  other- places.  I  am  fast  gaining 
the  reputation  among  my  neighbors  as  a 
'•crank''  on  the  chicken  question.  Put  with 
the  aid  of  the  Poultry  Keeper,  and  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  I  expect  to  show  them,  like  Ham- 
let, that  "There  is  method  in  my  madness." 
Now  .  Mr.  Editor,  you  may  put  this  note  into 
your  paper,  or  into  the  waste  basket,  as  suits 
you  best.  Enclosed  I  send  a  few  names  of  per- 
sons, more  or  less  interested  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness, for  sample  copies  of  your  valuable  paper. 

[The  practical  part  is  the  'teacher,  and  it  is 
essential  to  success.— Ed.] 


The  Bronze  and  Narragansett  are  the  two 
largest  breeds  of  turkeys.  The  former  is  a  dark 
bronze  color,  with  a  lustre  approaching  gold, 
and  with  dark  or  flesh-colored  legs.  No  adult 
gobbler  of  either  variety  should  weigh  less  than 
twenty-five  pounds,  and  the  hens  should  exceed 
fifteen  pounds. 


